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IIK  utcutfsl  uf  Kiigli^li  historians,  M  vcali.ay,  unci  oiieof  tliu  most  brilliant  writers  ol 
the  present  century,  has  said :  "Tlie  history  of  a  country  is  l)esl  told  in  a  record  of  the 
lives  of  its  people."  In  conformity  with  this  idea  the  Poktkait  and  BiO(;uArniCAL 
Am'.i'm  of  this  county'  has  been  prepared.  Instead  of  going  to  must}'  records,  and 
taking  therefrom  dry  statistical  matter  that  can  be  appreciated  by  but  few,  our 
corps  of  writers  have  gone  to  the  people,  the  men  and  women  who  have,  by  their 
enterprise  and  industr}%  brought  the  county  to  a  rank  second  to  none  among  those 
comprising  this  great  and  noble  State,  and  from  their  lips  have  the  story  of  their  life 
stru"'"'les.  No  more  interesting  or  instructive  matter  could  be  presented  to  an  intelli- 
gent public.  In  this  volume  will  be  found  a  record  of  many  whose  lives  are  worthy  the 
imitation  of  coming  generations.  It  tells  how  some,  commencing  life  in  poverty,  by 
in<lnstry  and  economy-  have  accumulated  wealth.  It  tells  how  others,  with  limited 
a<l  vantages  for  securing  an  education,  have  become  learned  men  and  women,  with  an 
inlluence  extending  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  It  tells  of  men  who 
have  risen  from  the  lower  walks  of  life  to  eminence  as  statesmen,  and  whose  names  have 
become  famous.  It  tells  of  those  in  every  walk  in  life  who  have  striven  to  succeed,  and 
records  how  that  success  has  usually  crowned  their  efforts.  It  tells  also  of  many,  very 
manv,  who,  not  seeking  the  applause  of  the  world,  have  pursued  "the  even  tenor  of  their  way,'"  content 
liave  it  said  of  them  as  Christ  said  of  the  woman  performing  a  deed  of  mercy — "they  have  done  what 
they  could."  It  tells  how  that  many  in  the  pride  and  strength  of  young  manhood  left  the  plow  and  the 
anvil,  the  lawyer's  oHice  and  the  counting-room,  left  every  trade  and  profession,  and  at  their  countrj-'j^ 
call  went  forth  valiantly  "to  do  or  die,"  and  how  through  their  efforts  the  Union  was  restored  and  peace 
once  more  reigned  in  the  land.  In  the  life  of  every  man  and  of  every  woman  is  a  lesson  that  should  not 
be  lost  ui)on  those  who  follow  after. 

C'omin"-  ■'■enerations  will  appreciate  this  volume  and  |)reserve  it  as  a  sacred  treasure,  from  the  fact 
that  it  contains  so  much  that  would  never  find  its  way  into  public  records,  and  which  would  otiierwise  be 
inaccessible.  Great  care  has  been  taken  in  the  compilation  of  the  work  and  every  opportunity  possible 
given  to  those  represented  to  insure  correctness  in  what  has  been  written,  and  tlie  publishers  Hatter  them- 
selves that  they  give  to  their  readers  a  work  with  few  errors  of  consequence.  In  addition  to  the  biograph- 
ical sketches,  portraits  of  a  number  of  representative  citizens  are  given. 

The  faces  of  some,  and  biographical  sketches  of  many,  will  be  missed  in  this  volume.  Vur  this  the 
publishers  are  not  to  blame.  Not  having  a  proper  conception  of  the  work,  some  refused  to  give  the 
information  necessary  to  compile  a  sketch,  while  others  were  indifferent.  Occasionally'  some  member  of 
the  family  would  oppose  the  enterprise,  and  on  account  of  such  opposition  the  support  of  the  interested 
one  would  be  withheld.  In  a  few  ins'tances  men  could  never  be  found,  though  repeated  calls  were  made 
at  their  residence  or  place  of  business. 

t'lIAPMAN   BROS. 

Chicago,  Seplemlier,  18'J0. 
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I   HE  Father  of  our  Counlr\'  was 
y^liorii  ill  Westmorland  Co.,  Va., 
yi   l-eb.    22,    1732.     His   parents 
)]    were     Augustine     and     Mary 
j>    (Ball)  Washington.  The  family 
■'        to  which  he  belof.ged  h;is   not 
/        been    satisfactorily   traced     in 
England.       His     great-grand- 
father, John  Washington,  em- 
igrated to  Virginia  about  1657, 
and     became      a      pros|)erous 
^        planter.       He   had    t>vo    sons, 
Lawrence    and     John.       The 
former    married    Mildred     Warner 
and    had    three    children,     John. 
Augustine  and  Mildred.      Augu.;- 
tine,   the   father  of   George,  fi:st 
married    Jane   Butler,    who    bore 
him  four  children,  two  of  whom, 
Lawrence  and  Augustine,  reached 

f       maturity.     Of  si.K  children  by  his 
second  marriage,  George  was  the 
eldest,   the    others    being    Betty, 
J  Samuel,  John    Augustine,  ("harles 

and  Mildred. 
Augustine  Washington,  the  father  of  George,  died 
'"  '743>  leaving  a  large  landed  property.  To  his 
eldest  son,  Lawrence,  he  bequeathed  an  estate  on 
the  Patomac,  afterwards  known  as  Mount  Vernon, 
and  to  George  he  left  the  parental  residence.  (Jeorge 
received  only  such  education  as  the  neighborhoorl 
sch>X)ls  afforded,  save  for  a  short  time  after  he  left 
school,  when  he  received  private  instruction  in 
mathematics.      His    si>ellinn  was   rather   defective. 


Remarkable  stories  are  told  of  his  great  ))hysica. 
strength  and  development  at  an  early  age.  He  was 
an  acknowledged  lender  among  his  companions,  and 
was  early  noted  for  that  nobleness  of  character,  fair- 
ness and  veracity  which  characterized  his  whole  life. 

When  George  was  i4years  old  he  had  a  desire  to  go  to 
sea,  and  a  midshipman's  warrant  was  secured  for  him, 
but  through  the  opposition  of  his  mother  the  idea  was 
abandontd.  Two  years  later  he  was  ap|)ointed 
surveyor  to  the  immense  estate  of  Lord  Fairfax.  In 
this  business  he  spent  three  years  in  a  rough  froritier 
life,  gaining  experience  which  afterwards  [iroved  very 
essential  to  him.  In  175  r,  though  only  19  years  of 
age,  he  was  appointed  adjutant  with  the  rank  of 
major  in  the  Virginia  militia,  then  being  trained  fot 
active  service  against  the  French  and  Indians.  Soon 
after  this  he  sailed  to  the  West  Indies  with  his  brother 
Lawrence,  who  went  there  to  restore  his  health  They 
soon  returned,  and  in  the  summer  of  1752  Lawrence 
died,  leaving  a  large  fortune  to  an  infant  daughter 
who  did  not  long  survive  him.  On  her  der.'ise  the 
estate  of  Mount  Vernon  was  given  to  George. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  Robert  Dinwiddle,  as  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor of  Virginia,  in  1752,  the  militia  wa^- 
reorganized,  and  the  province  divided  into  four  mili- 
tary districts,  of  which  the  northern  was  assigned  to 
Washington  as  adjutant  general.  Shortly  after  this 
a  very  perilous  mission  was  assignee!  him  and  ac. 
cei)ted,  which  others  had  refused.  This  v.as  to  i)ro- 
ceed  to  the  French  post  near  Lake  Erie  in  North- 
western Pennsylvania.  The  distance  to  be  traversed 
w.Ts  between  500  and  600  miles.  Winter  was  at  haii<l, 
and  the  jnnrney  was  to  be  made  wiiliout  military 
escori.  through  a  territory  occupied  by  Indians.     The 
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trip  was  a  perilous  one,  and  several  limes  he  came  near 
losing  his  life,  yet  he  returned  in  safety  and  furnished 
a  full  and  useful  report  of  his  expedition.  A  regiment 
of  300  men  was  raised  in  Virginia  and  put  in  com- 
mand of  Col.  Joshua  Fry,  and  Major  \Vashington  was 
commissioned  lieutenant-colonel.  Active  war  was 
then  begun  against  the  French  and  Indians,  in  which 
Washington  took  a  most  important  part.  In  the 
memorable  event  of  July  9,  1755,  known  as  Brad- 
dock's  defeat,  Washington  was  almost  the  only  officer 
of  distinction  who  escaped  from  the  calamities  of  the 
day  with  life  and  honor.  The  other  aids  of  Braddock 
were  disabled  early  in  the  action,  and  Washington 
alone  was  left  in  that  capacity  on  the  field.  In  a  letter 
to  his  brother  he  says:  "I  had  four  bullets  through 
my  coat,  and  two  horses  shot  under  me,  yet  I  escaped 
unhurt,  though  death  was  levelin')  my  companions 
on  every  side."  An  Indian  sharpshooter  said  he  was 
not  born  to  be  killed  by  a  bullet,  for  he  had  taken 
direct  aim  at  him  seventeen  times,  and  failed  to  hit 
him. 

After  having  been  five  years  in  the  military  service, 
and  vainly  sought  promotion  in  the  royal  aimy,  he 
took  advantage  of  the  fall  of  Fort  Duquesne  and  the 
expulsion  of  the  French  from  the  v;illey  of  tlie  Ohio, 
to  resign  his  commission.  Soon  after  he  entered  tlie 
Legislature,  where,  although  not  a  leader,  he  look  an 
active  and  important  part.  January  17,  1759,  he 
married  Mrs.  Martha  (Dandridge)  Custis,  the  wealthy 
widow  of  John  Parke  Custis. 

When  the  British  Parliament  had  closed  the  port 
if  Boston,  the  cry  went  up  throughout  the  provinces 
that  "The  cause  of  Boston  is  the  cause  of  us  all." 
It  was  then,  at  the  suggestion  of  Virginia,  that  a  Con- 
gress of  all  the  colonies  was  called  to  meet  at  Phila- 
delphia.Sept.  5,  1774,  to  secure  their  common  liberties, 
peaceably  if  possible.  To  this  Congress  Col.  Wash- 
ington was  sent  as  a  delegate.  On  May  10,  1775,  the 
Congress  re-assembled,  when  the  hostile  intentions  of 
England  were  plainly  apparent.  The  battles  of  Con- 
cord and  Lexington  had  been  fought.  Among  the 
first  acts  of  this  Congress  was  the  election  of  a  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  colonial  forces.  This  high  and 
responsible  office  was  conferred  upon  Washington, 
who  was  still  a  memberof  the  Congress.  He  accepted 
it  on  June  19,  but  u]")on  the  express  condition  that  he 
receive  no  salary.  He  would  keep  an  exact  account 
of  expenses  and  expect  Congress  lo  pay  them  and 
nothing  more.  It  is  not  the  object  of  this  sketch  to 
trace  the  military  acts  of  Washington,  to  whom  the 
fortunes  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  country 
were  so  long  confided.  The  war  was  conducted  liy 
him  under  every  possible  disadvanlage,  and  while  his 
forces  often  met  with  reverses,  yet  he  overcame  every 
obstacle,  -and  after  seven  years  of  heroic  devotion 
and  matchless  skill  he  gained  liberty  for  the  greatest 
nation  of  enrlh.  On  Dec.  23,  17S3,  Washinglon,  in 
a  palling  address  of  surpassing  beauty,  lesigned   his 


commission  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  to 
to  the  Continental  Congress  silling  at  Annapolis.  He 
retired  immediately  to  Mount  Vernon  and  resumed 
his  occupation  as  a  farmer  and  planter,  shunning  all 
connection  with  public  life. 

In  February,  1 7 89,  \Vashington  was  unanimously 
elected  President.  In  his  presidential  career  he  was 
subject  to  the  peculiar  trials  incidental  to  a  i\ew 
government ;  trials  from  lack  of  confidence  on  the  part 
of  other  governments ;  trials  from  want  of  harmony 
between  the  different  sections  of  our  own  country; 
trials  from  the  impoverished  condition  of  the  country, 
owing  to  the  war  and  want  of  credit;  trials  from  the 
beginnings  of  party  strife.  He  was  no  partisan.  His 
elear  judgment  could  discern  the  golden  mean;  and 
while  perhaps  this  alone  kept  our  government  from 
sinking  at  the  very  outset,  it  left  him  exposed  to 
attacks  from  both  sides,  which  were  often  liitter  and 
very  annoying. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  he  was  unani- 
mously re-elected.  At  the  end  of  this  term  many 
were  anxious  that  he  be  re-elected,  but  he  absolutely- 
refused  a  third  nomination.  On  the  fourth  of  March, 
1797,  at  the  expiraton  of  his  second  term  as  Presi- 
dent, he  returned  lo  his  home,  hoping  to  pass  there 
his  few  remaining  years  free  from  the  annoyances  of 
public  life.  Later  in  the  year,  however,  his  repose 
seemed  likely  to  be  interrupted  by  war  with  France 
At  the  prospect  of  such  a  war  he  was  again  urged  to 
take  command  of  the  armies.  He  chose  his  sub- 
ordinate officers  and  left  to  them  the  charge  of  mat- 
ters in  the  field,  which  he  superintended  from  his 
home.  In  accepting  the  command  he  made  the 
reservation  that  he  was  not  to  be  in  the  field  until 
it  was  necessary.  In  the  midst  of  these  preparations 
his  life  was  suddenly  cut  off.  December  12,  he  took 
a  severe  cold  from  a  ride  in  the  rain,  which,  settling 
in  hi§  throat,  produced  inflammation,  and  terminated 
fatally  on  the  night  of  the  fourteenth.  On  the  eigh- 
teenth his  body  was  borne  with  military  honors  to  its 
final  resting  place,  and  interred  in  the  family  vault  at 
Mount  Vernon. 

Of  the  character  of  Washington  it  is  impossible  to 
speak  but  in  terms  of  the  highest  respect  and  ad- 
miration. The  more  we  see  of  the  operations  of 
our  government,  and  the  more  deeply  we  feel  the 
difficulty  of  uniting  all  opinions  in  a  common  interest, 
the  more  highly  we  must  estimate  the  force  of  his  tal- 
ent and  character,  which  have  been  able  to  challenge 
the  reverence  of  all  parties,  and  principles,  and  na- 
tions, and  to  win  a  fame  as  extended  as  the  limits 
of  the  globe,  and  which  we  cannot  but  believe  will 
lie  as  lasting  as  the  existence  of  man. 

The  person  of  Washinglon  was  unusally  tan,  erect 
and  well  proportioned.  His  muscular  strength  was 
great.  His  features  were  of  a  beautiful  symmelrv. 
lie  commanded  respect  without  any  appearance  of 
liaughtiness,  and  ever  serious  without  being  dull. 
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OHN  ADAMS,  the  second 
;  President  and  the  lirst  \'iee- 
President  of  tlie  United  Slates, 
was  born  in  Braintree  (  now 
Quinc)'),Mass.,  and  about  ten 
'■"  niilSs  from  Boston,  Oct.  ig, 
1735.  His  great-grandfather,  Henry 
Adams,  emigrated  from  England 
about  1640,  with  a  family  of  eight 
sons,  and  settled  at  Braintree.  The 
parents  of  John  were  John  and 
Susannah  (Boylston)  Ad.inis.  His 
father  was  a  farmer  of  limited 
means,  to  which  he  added  the  bus- 
iness of  shoemaking.  He  gave  his 
eldest  son,  John,  a  classical  educa- 
tion at  Harvard  College.  John 
graduated  in  1755,  and  at  once  took  charge  of  the 
sci-.ool  in  Worcester,  Mass.  This  he  found  but  a 
'sci.ool  of  affliction,"  from  which  Iv.;  endeavored  to 
gain  ^elief  by  devoting  himself,  in  addition,  to  the 
s;  udy  of  law.  For  this  purtwse  he  placed  himself 
under  the  tuition  of  the  only  lawyer  in  the  town.  He 
h.id  thought  seriously  of  the  clerical  profession 
bi:t  seems  to  have  been  turned  from  this  by  what  he 
c-rmed  "the  frightful  engines  of  ecclesiastical  coun- 
1  il;  cf  diabolical  malice,  and  Calvanistic  good  nature,'' 
of  li.c  operations  of  which  he  had  been  a  witness  in 
I:is  native  town.  He  was  well  fitted  for  the  legal 
ofeysion,  possessing  a  clear,  sonorous  voice,  being 
:  ,■  idy  and  (luent  of  speech,  and  having  quick  percep- 
'■"i  powers.  He  gradually  gained  practice,  and  in 
i7'''4  married  Abigail  Smith,  a  daughter  of  a  minister, 
a::d  a  lady  of  superior  intelligence.  Shortly  after  his 
marriage,  (i7''s),  the  attempt  of  Parliamentary  taxa- 
♦jon  turned  him  from  law  to  politics.  He  took  initial 
steps  toward  holdin^,  a  town  meeting,  and  the  resolu- 


tions he  offered  on  the  subject  became  very  populat 
throughout  the  Province,  and  were  adopted  word  for 
word  by  over  forty  different  towns.  He  moved  to  Bos- 
ton in  1768,  and  became  one  of  the  most  courageous 
and  prominent  advocatesof  the  popular  cause,  and 
was  chosen  a  member  of  the  General  Court  (the  Leg- 
lislature)  in  1770. 

Mr.  Adams  was  chosen  one  of  the  first  delegates 
from  Massachusetts  to  the  fir?t  Continental  Congress, 
which  met  in  1774.  Here  he  distinguished  himsel! 
by  his  capacity  for  business  and  for  del-ate,  and  ad- 
vocated the  movement  for  independence  against  the 
majority  of  the  members.  In  May,  1776,  he  moved 
and  carried  a  resolution  in  Congress  that  the  Colonies 
should  assume  tlie  duties  of  self-government.  He 
was  a  prominent  member  of  the  committee  of  five 
ap[X)inted  June  11,  to  prepare  a  declaration  of  inde- 
l)endence.  This  article  was  drawn  by  Jefferson,  but 
on  Adams  devolved  tiie  task  of  battling  it  through 
Congress  in  a  three  days  debate. 

On  the  day  after  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
was  passed,  while  his  soul  was  yet  warm  with  thi 
glow  of  e.xcited  feeling,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  his  wife 
which,  as  we  read  it  now,  seems  to  have  been  dictated 
by  the  spirit  of  prophecy.  "Yesterday,"  he  says,  "tlie 
greatest  question  was  decided  that  ever  was  debated 
in  America;  and  greater,  perhaps,  never  was  or  wil 
be  decided  among  men.  A  resolution  «as  passed 
without  one  dissenting  colony,  '  that  these  United 
States  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  inde- 
pendent states.'  The  day  is  passed.  The  fourth  of 
July,  T776,  will  be  a  memorable  epoch  in  the  histor)' 
of  America.  I  am  apt  to  believe  it  will  be  celebrated 
by  succeeding  generations,  as  the  great  anniveisary 
festival.  It  ought  to  be  commemorated  as  the  day  of 
deliverance  by  solemn  acts  of  devotion  to  Almighty 
God.     It  ought  to  be  solemnized  v/ith   [wmp,  shows- 
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games,  sports,  guns,  bells,  bonfires,  and  illuminations 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  from  this 
time  forward  for  ever.  You  will  think  me  transported 
with  enthusiasm,  but  I  am  not.  I  am  well  aware  of 
the  toil,  and  blood  and  treasure,  that  it  will  cost  to 
maintain  this  declaration,  and  support  and  defend 
these  States;  yet,  through  all  the  gloom,  I  can  see  the 
rays  of  light  and  glory.  1  can  see  that  the  end  is 
wurlh  more  than  all  the  means;  and  that  posterity 
will  triumph,  altliough  you  and  I  may  rue,  which  I 
hope  we  shall  not." 

In  November,  1777,  Mr.  Adams  was  appointed  a 
delegate  to  France  and  to  co-operate  with  Bemjamin 
Franklin  and  Arthur  Lee,  who  were  then  in  Paris,  in 
the  endeavor  to  obtain  assistance  in  arms  qnd  money 
from  the  French  Government.  This  was  a  severe  trial 
to  his  patriotism,  as  it  separated  him  from  his  home, 
comi)elled  him  to  cross  the  ocean  in  winter,  and  ex- 
posed him  to  great  peril  of  capture  by  the  British  cruis- 
ers, who  were  seeking  him.  He  left  France  June  17, 
1779.  In  September  of  the  same  year  he  was  again 
chosen  to  go  to  Paris,  and  there  hold  himself  in  readi- 
ness to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  and  of  commerce 
with  Great  Britian,  as  soon  as  the  British  Cabinet 
might  be  found  willing  to  listen  to  such  pioposels.  He 
sailed  for  France  in  November,  from  there  he  went  to 
Holland,  where  he  negotiated  imiorlant  loans  and 
formed  important  commercial  treaties 

Finally  a  treaty  of  peace  with  England  was  signed 
Jan.  21,  17S3.  The  re-action  from  the  excitement, 
toil  and  anxiety  through  which  Mr,  Adams  had  passed 
threw  him  into  a  fever.  After  suffering  from  a  con- 
tinued fever  and  becoming  feeble  and  emaciated  he 
was  advised  to  goto  England  to  drink  the  waters  of 
Bath.  While  in  England,  still  drooping  anddes|)ond- 
ing,  he  received  dispatches  from  his  own  government 
urging  the  necessity  of  his  going  to  Amsterdam  to 
negotiate  another  loan.  It  was  winter,  his  health  was 
delicate,  yet  he  immediately  set  out,  and  through 
storm,  on  sea,  on  horseback  and  foot,hemade  the  trip. 

February  24,  1785;  Congress  appointed  Mr.  Adams 
envoy  to  the  Court  of  St.  James.  Here  he  met  face 
to  face  the  King  of  England,  who  had  so  long  re- 
garded him  as  a  traitor.  As  England  did  not 
condescend  to  appoint  a  minister  to  the  United 
States,  and  as  Mr.  Adams  felt  that  he  was  accom- 
plishing but  little,  he  sought  permission  to  return  to 
nis  own  country,  where  he  arrived  in  June,  i7(S8. 

When  Washington  was  first  chosen  President,  John 
Adams,  rendered  illustiious  by  his  signal  services  at 
home  and  abroad,  was  chosen  Vice  President,  .\gain 
at  the  second  election  of  Washington  as  President, 
Adams  was  chosen  Vice  President.  In  1796,  Wash- 
ington retired  from  public  life,  and  Mr.  Adams  was 
elected  President, though  not  without  muchojiposition. 
Serving  in  this  office  four  years, he  was  succeeded  by 
Mr.  Je'''"erson,  his  opponent  in  politics. 

'>/hile    Mr.  Adams  was  Vice  President  the   grea* 


French  Revolution  shook  the  continent  of  Europe, 
and  it  was  upon  this  point  which  he  was  at  issue  with 
the  majority  of  his  countrymen  led  by  Mr.  Jefferson. 
Mr.  Adams  felt  no  sympathy  with  the  French  people 
in  their  struggle,  for  he  had  no  confidence  in  their 
ixjwer  of  self-government,  and  he  utterly  abhored  the 
classof  atheist  philosophers  who  he  claimed  caused  it. 
On  the  other  hand  Jefl"erson's  sympathies  were  strongly 
enlisted  in  behalf  of  the  French  people.  Hence  or- 
iginated the  alienation  between  these  distinguished 
men,  and  two  powerful  parties  were  thus  soon  organ- 
ized, Adams  at  the  head  of  tlieone  whose  sympathies 
were  with  England  and  Jefferson  led  the  other  in 
sympathy  with  France. 

The  world  has  seldom  seen  a  spectacle  of  more 
moral  beauty  and  grandeur,  than  was  presented  by  the 
old  age  of  Mr.  Adams.  The  violence  of  party  feeling 
had  died  away,  and  he  had  begun  to  receive  that  just 
appreciation  which,  to  most  men,  is  not  accorded  till 
after  death.  No  one  could  look  upon  his  venerable 
form,  and  think  of  what  he  had  done  and  suffered, 
and  how  he  had  given  up  all  the  prime  and  strength 
of  his  life  to  the  public  good,  without  the  deepest 
emotion  of  gratitude  and  res|)ect.  It  was  his  peculiar 
good  fortune  to  witness  the  complete  success  of  the 
institution  which  he  had  been  so  active  in  creating  and 
supporting.  In  1824,  his  cup  of  happiness  was  filled 
to  the  brim,  by  seeing  his  son  elevated  to  the  highest 
station  in  the  gift  of  the  people. 

The  fourth  of  July,  1826,  which  completed  the  half 
century  since  the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, arrived,  and  there  were  but  three  of  the 
signers  of  that  immortal  instrument  left  upon  the 
earth  to  hail  its  morning  light.  And,  as  it  is 
well  known,  on  that  day  two  of  these  finished  their 
earthly  pilgrimage,  a  coincidence  so  remarkable  as 
to  seem  miraculous.  For  a  few  days  before  Mr. 
Adams  had  been  rapidly  failing,  and  on  the  morning 
of  the  fourth  he  found  hnnself  too  weak  to  rise  from 
his  bed.  On  lieing  requested  to  name  a  toast  for  the 
customary  celebration  of  the  day,  he  exclaimed  "  In- 
dependence FOREVER."  When  the  day  was  ushered 
in,  by  the  ringing  of  bells  and  the  firing  of  cannons, 
he  was  asked  by  one  of  his  ;:ttendants  if  he  knew 
what  day  it  was?  He  replied,  "O  yes;  it  is  the  glor- 
ious fourih  of  July — God  bless  it — God  bless  you  all." 
In  the  course  of  the  day  he  said,  "  It  is  a  great  and 
glorious  day."  The  last  words  he  uttered  were, 
"Jefferson  survives."  But  he  had,  at  one  o'clock,  re- 
signed his  spirit  into  the  hands  of  his  God. 

The  personal  appearance  and  manners  of  Mr. 
Adams  were  not  particularly  prepossessing.  His  face, 
as  his  portrait  manifests.was  intellectual  ard  expres- 
sive, but  his  figure  was  low  and  ungraceful,  and  his 
manners  were  frequently  abrupt  and  uncourteous. 
He  had  neither  the  lofty  dignity  of  Washington,  nor 
the  engaging  elegance  and  gracefulness  which  marked 
the  manners  and  address  of  Jefferson, 
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HOMAS  JEFFERSON  was 
born  April  z,  1743,  at  Shad- 
!r^>\vell,  Albermarlc  county,  Va. 
His  parents  wiire  Peter  and 
Jane  (  Randol[ih)  JefTcrson, 
the  former  a  native  of  Wales, 
and  the  latter  born  in  Lon- 
don. To  them  were  born  six 
daughters  and  two  sons,  of 
whom  Thomas  was  the  elder. 
When  14  years  of  age  his 
father  died.  He  received  a 
most  liljeral  education,  hav- 
ing been  kept  diligently  at  school 
from  the  time  he  was  five  years  of 
age.  In  1760  he  entered  W'illiam 
iind  Mary  College.  Williamsburg  was  then  the  seat 
of  the  Colonial  C:ourt,  and  it  was  the  obodeof  fashion 
a.id  splendor.  Young  Jefferson,  who  was  then  17 
years  old,  lived  somewhat  expensively,  keeping  fine 
horses,  and  much  caressed  by  gay  society,  yet  he 
was  earnestly  devoted  to  his  studies,  and  irrei:)roacha- 
able  in  his  morals.  It  is  strange,  however,  under 
such  influences.that  he  was  not  ruined.  In  the  sec- 
ond year  of  his  college  course,  moved  by  some  un- 
explained inward  impulse,  he  discarded  his  horses, 
society,  and  even  his  favorite  violin,  to  which  he  liad 
previously  given  much  time.  He  often  devoted  fifteen 
hours  a  day  to  hard  study,  allowing  himself  for  e.\- 
ercise  only  a  run  in  the  evening  twilight  of  a  mile  out 
of  the  city  and  back  again.  He  thus  attained  very 
high  intellectual  culture,  alike  e.\cellence  in  philo.so- 
phy  and  the  languages.  The  most  difficult  Latin  and 
Greek  authors  he  read  with  facility.  A  more  finished 
scholar  has  seldom  gone  forth  from  college  halls ;  and 


there  was  not  to  be  found,  [lerhaps,  in   all  Virginia,  3 
more  ])ureminded,  upright,  gentlemanly  young  man. 

Immediately  upon  leaving  college  lie  begun  the 
study  of  law.  For  the  shoil  lime  he  eoiitiniieil  in  the 
practice  of  his  [)rofession  he  rose  rapidljand  di^ilin- 
guished  himself  by  his  energy  and  accutenes^>  ;is  a 
lawyer.  But  the  times  called  for  greater  action. 
The  policy  of  England  had  awakened  the  spiiil  of 
resistance  of  the  American  ( 'olonie^,  and  the  enlarged 
views  which  Jefferson  had  ever  entertained,  soon  led 
him  into  active  [wlitical  life.  In  1769  he  wasihosei 
a  member  of  the  Virginia  House  of  Burgesses  !i: 
1772  he  married  Mrs.  Martha  Skelton,  a  very  oe.iuii- 
ful,  wealthy  and   highly  accomplished  young   wid(;v 

Upon  Mr.  Jefferson's  large  estate  at  Shadwell,  th  -n 
was  a  majestic  swell  of  land,  called  Monticello,  whii  I 
commanded  a  prosiiect  of  wonderful  extent  a  i.e. 
beauty.  This  spot  Mr.  Jefferson  selected  for  his  new 
home;  and  here  he  reared  a  mansion  of  modest  ye' 
elegant  architecture,  which,  ne.xt  to  .Mount  Ven  or. 
became  the  most  distinguished  reson  in  our  land. 

In  1775  he  was  sent  to  the  Cclonial  Congress 
where,  though  a  .-silent  member,  his  abilities  as  a 
writer  and  a  reasoner  soon  become  known,  and  h  , 
was  placed  upon  a  number  of  im|jortant  coiumitiee'.i, 
and  was  chairman  of  the  one  appointed  for  the  draw- 
ing up  of  a  declaration  of  independence.  This  com- 
mittee consisted  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  John  .Adams. 
Benjamin  Franklin,  Roger  Sherman  and  Robert  R. 
Livingston.  Jefferson,  as  chairman,  was  appointed 
to  draw  up  the  paper.  Franklin  and  .\dams  suggesieo 
a  few  verbal  changes  before  it  was  submitted  to  ("on- 
gress.  On  June  28,  a  few  slight  changes  were  ni;;de 
in  it  liy  Congress,  and  it  was  passed  and  sii;ned  July 
4,  177O      What  must  have  been  the  feelings  of  'hat 
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THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 


man — what  the  emotions  that  swelled  his  breast — 
who  was  charged  with  the  preparation  of  that  Dec- 
laration, which,  while  it  made  known  the  wrongs  of 
America,  was  also  to  publish  her  to  the  world,  free, 
iioverign  and  independent.  It  is  one  of  the  most  re- 
markable papers  ever  written  ;  and  did  no  other  effort 
'.f  the  mind  of  its  author  exist,  that  alone  would  be 
bufficient  to  stamp  his  name  with  immortality. 

In  1779  Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  successor  to 
Patrick  Henry,  as  Governor  of  Virginia.  At  one  time 
the  British  officer,  Tarleton,  sent  a  secret  expedition  to 
Monticello,  to  capture  the  Governor.  Scarcely  five 
minutes  elapsed  after  the  hurried  escape  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson and  his  family,  ere  his  mansion  was  in  posses- 
sion of  the  British  troops.  His  wife's  health,  never 
very  good,  was  much  injured  by  this  excitement,  and 
in  the  summer  of  17S2  she  died. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  to  Congress  in  17  S3. 
Two  yeirs  later  he  was  appointed  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary to  France.  Returning  to  the  United  States 
in  September,  1789,  he  became  Secretary  of  State 
m  Washington's  cabinet.  This  position  he  resigned 
Jan.  I,  1794.  In  1797,  he  was  chosen  Vice  Presi- 
dent, and  four  years  later  was  elected  President  over 
Mr.  Adams,  with  Aaron  Burr  as  Vice  President.  In 
1804  he  was  re-elected  with  wonderful  unanimity, 
and  George  Clinton,  Vice  President. 

The  early  part  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  second  adminstra- 
tiou  was  disturbed  by  an  event  which  threatened  the 
tran<iuilily  and  peace  of  the  Union;  this  was  the  con- 
spiracy of  Aaron  Burr.  Defeated  in  the  late  election 
lo  the  Vice  Presidency,  and  led  on  by  an  unprincipled 
ambition,  this  extraordinary  man  formed  the  jilan  of  a 
military  expedition  into  the  Spanish  territories  on  our 
southwestern  frontier,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  there 
a  new  republic.  This  has  been  generally  supposed 
was  a  mere  pretext ;  and  although  it  has  not  lieen 
generally  known  what  his  real  plans  were,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  they  were  of  a  far  more  dangerous 
character. 

In  1809,  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  term  for 
which  Mr.  Jefferson  had  been  elected,  he  determined 
to  retire  from  political  life.  For  a  period  of  nearly 
'jrty  years,  lie  had  been  continually  before  the  pub- 
,ic,  and  all  tiiattime  had  been  employed  in  offices  of 
the  greatest  trust  and  responsibility.  Having  thus  de- 
voted the  best  part  of  his  life  to  the  service  of  his 
country,  he  now  felt  desirous  of  that  rest  which  his 
declining  years  required,  and  ujwn  the  organization  of 
the  new  administration,  in  March,  1809,  he  bid  fare- 
well forever  to  public  life,  and  retired  to  Monticello. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  profuse  in  his  hospitality.  Whole 
families  came  in  their  coaches  with  their  horses, — 
fathers  and  mothers,  boys  and  girls,  babies  and 
nurses, — and  remained  three  and  even  six  months. 
T,ife  at  Monticello,  for  years,  resembled  that  at  a 
fashionable  watering-place. 

The  fourth  of  July,  1826,  being  the  fiftieth  anniver- 


sary of  the  Declaration  of  American  Inde|3endence; 
great  preparations  were  made  in  every  pait  of  thi/. 
Union  for  its  celebration,  as  the  nation's  jubilee,  and 
the  citizens  of  Washington,  to  add  to  the  solemnity 
of  the  occasion,  invited  Mr.  Jeflerson,  as  the  framer,. 
and  one  of  the  few  surviving  signers  of  the  Declara- 
tion, to  participate  in  their  festivities.  But  an  ill- 
ness, which  had  been  of  several  weeks  duration,  and 
had  been  continually  increasing,  compelled  him  to 
decline  the  invitation. 

On  the  second  of  July,  the  disease  under  which 
he  was  laboring  left  him,  but  in  such  a  reduced 
state  that  his  medical  attendants,  entertained  nc 
hope  of  his  recovery.  From  this  time  he  was  perfectly 
sensible  that  his  last  hour  was  at  hand.  On  the  ne.xt 
day,  which  was  Monday,  he  asked  of  those  around 
him,  the  day  of  the  month,  and  on  being  told  it  was 
the  third  of  July,  he  expressed  the  earnest  wish  tha'; 
he  might  be  permitted  to  breathe  the  air  of  the  fiftieth 
anniversary.  His  prayer  was  heard — that  day,  whose 
dawn  was  hailed  with  such  rapture  through  our  land, 
burst  upon  his  eyes,  and  then  they  were  closed  for- 
ever. And  what  a  noble  consummation  of  a  noble 
life !  To  die  on  that  day, — the  birthday  of  a  nation,-  - 
the  day  v/hich  his  own  name  and  his  own  act  had 
rendered  glorious;  to  die  amidst  the  rejoicings  and 
festivities  of  a  wliole  nation,  who  looked  up  to  him, 
as  the  author,  under  God,  of  their  greatest  blessings, 
was  all  that  was  wanting  to  fill  up  the  record  his  life. 

Almost  at  the  same  hour  of  his  death,  the  kin- 
dred s])irit  of  the  venerable  Adams,  as  if  to  beai 
him  company,  left  the  scene  of  his  earthly  honors. 
Hand  in  hand  they  had  stood  forth,  the  champions  of 
freedom;  hand  in  hand,  during  the  dark  and  desper- 
ate struggle  of  the  Revolution,  they  had  cheered  and 
animated  their  desponding  countrymen;  for  half  a 
century  they  had  labored  together  for  tiie  good  of 
the  country;  and  now  hand  in  hand  they  depart. 
In  their  lives  they  had  been  united  in  the  same  great 
cause  of  liberty,  and  in  their  deaths  they  were  not 
divided. 

In  person  Mr.  Jefferson  was  tall  and  thin,  rather 
above  six  feet  in  height,  but  well  formed;  his  eyes 
were  light,  his  hair  originally  red,  in  after  life  became 
white  and  silvery;  his  comjilexion  was  fair,  his  fore- 
head broad,  and  his  whole  countenance  intelligent  and 
thoughtful.  He  possessed  great  fortitude  of  mind  as 
well  as  personal  courage ;  and  his  command  of  tem- 
per was  such  that  his  oldest  and  most  intimate  friends 
never  recollected  to  have  seen  him  in  a  passion. 
His  manners,  though  dignified,  were  simple  and  un- 
affected, and  his  hospitality  was  so  unbounded  that 
all  found  at  his  house  a  ready  welcome.  In  conver- 
sation he  was  fluent,  eloquent  and  enthusiastic;  and 
his  language  was  remarkably  pure  and  correct.  He 
was  a  finished  classical  scholar,  and  in  his  writings  is 
discernable  the  care  with  which  he  formed  his  siyle 
upon  the  best  models  of  antiquity. 
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AMES     MADISON,    -'leather 
of  the  Constitution,"  and  fourth 
^resident  of  tlic  United  States, 
was  born  March  16,  1757,  and 
-_.^ESli!L-_B    died   at   Itis    home  in   X'irginia, 
X-^l^r^,  li^  /''Vi-   June  28,   1836.     The   name  of 
pW'.?<*-  T  g    James  Madison  is  inse[)arably  con- 
nected witli  most  of  the  important 
events  in  that  heroic  period  of  our 
Ijj,    country  during  which  the  founda- 
tions of   this  great    repubhc   were 
hiid.   He  was  the  ktst  of  the  founders 
of   the    Constitution    of   the    United 
States   to    be    called    to    his    eternal 
reward. 

The  Madisorj  family  were  among 
the  early  emigrants  to  the  New  World, 
landing  uixjn  the  shores  of  the  Chesa- 
peake but  15  years  after  the  settle- 
ment of  Jamestown,  'i'he  father  of 
James  Madison  was  an  (![)ulent 
planter,  residing  upon  a  very  fine  es- 
tate called  "Montpelier,"  Orange  C'o., 
Va.  The  mansion  was  situated  in 
the  midst  of  scenery  iiighly  pictur- 
esque and  romantic,  on  the  west  side 
of  South-west  Mountain,  at  the  foot  of 
Blue  Ridge.  It  was  but  25  miles  from  the  home  of 
Jefferson  at  Monticello.  The  closest  personal  and 
l)olitical  attachment  e.xisted  between  these  illustrious 
men,  from  their  early  youth  until  death. 

The  early  education  of  Mr.  Madison  was  conducted 
mostly  at  home  under  a  private  tutor.  At  the  age  of 
iS  he  was  sent  to  Princeton  College,  in  New  Jersey. 
Here  he  applied  himself  to  study  with  the  most  im- 


prudent zeal;  allowing  himself,  for  months,  but  ihret 
hours' sleep  out  of  the  24.  His  health  thus  became  r~o 
seriously  impaired  that  he  never  recovered  any  vigor 
of  constitution.  He  graduated  in  1771,  wiih  a  feeble 
body,  with  a  character  of  utmost  purily,  and  wiih  a 
miml  highly  disciplined  and  richly  stored  with  learning 
which  embellished  and  gave  proficiency  to  his  subsr 
quent  career. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  commenced  the  study  of 
law  and  a  course  of  extensive  and  systematic  reading. 
This  educational  <»urse,  the  spirit  of  the  times  in 
which  he  lived,  and  the  society  with  which  he  assD 
ciated,  all  combined  to  inspire  him  with  a  strori; 
love  of  liberty,  and  to  train  him  for  his  life-woik  cl 
a  slalesman.  Being  naturally  of  a  religious  turn  of 
miiul,  and  his  frail  health  leading  him  to  think  tha' 
his  lite  was  not  to  be  long,  he  diiected  esjiecial  atten- 
tion to  theological  studies.     fMidowed  with   a   ul 

singularly  free  from  passion  and  prejudice,  anil  wi:l; 
almo.-:t  uneipiatled  powers  of  reasoning,  he  weighed 
all  the  argiuiients  for  and  against  revealed  religion, 
until  his  faith  became  so  established  as  never  to 
be  shaken. 

In  the  Sjjring  of  1776,  when  26  years  of  age,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Convention,  to 
frame  the  constitution  of  the  State.  The  ne.xt  year 
(1777),  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  General  Assembly. 
He  refused  to  treat  the  wliisky-lovir.g  voters,  .-.nd 
conseipiently  lost  his  election  ;  but  those  who  had 
witnessed  the  talent,  energy  and  public  spirit  of  the 
modest  young  man,  enlisted  themselves  in  his  behalf, 
and  he  was  appointed  to  the    Executive  Council. 

Both  I'atrick  Henry  and  Thomas  Jefferson  were 
(lovernorsof  Virginia  while  Mr.  Madison  remaincrl 
member  of  the  Council ;    and  their  a[)i)rec;alioii  o\  \\\^ 
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intellectual,  social  and  moral  worth,  contributed  not 
a  little  to  his  subsequent  eminence.  In  the  year 
1780,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress.  Here  he  met  the  most  illustrious  men  in 
our  land,  and  he  was  immediately  assigned  to  one  of 
the  most  conspicuous  positions  among  them. 

For  three  years  Mr.  Madison  continued  in  Con- 
gress, one  of  its  most  active  and  influential  members. 
In  the  year  1784,  his  term  having  expired,  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Legislature. 

No  man  felt  more  deeply  than  Mr.  Madison  the 
utter  inefficiency  of  the  old  confederacy,  with  no  na- 
tional government,  with  no  power  to  form  treaties 
which  would  be  binding,  or  to  enforce  law.  There 
was  not  any  State  more  prominent  than  Virginia  in 
the  declaration,  that  an  efficient  national  government 
must  be  formed.  In  January,  1786,  Mr.  Madison 
carried  a  resolution  through  the  General  Assemljly  of 
Virginia,  inviting  the  other  States  to  appoint  commis- 
sioners to  meet  in  convention  at  Annapolis  to  discuss 
this  subject.  Five  States  only  were  represented.  The 
convention,  however,  issued  another  call,  drawn  up 
by  Mr.  Madison,  urging  all  the  States  to  send  their 
delegates  to  Philadelphia,  in  May,  1787,  to  draft 
a  Constitution  for  the  United  States,  to  take  the  place 
of  that  Confederate  League.  The  delegates  met  at 
the  time  appointed.  Every  S^ate  but  Rhode  Island 
was  represented.  George  Washington  was  chosen 
president  of  the  convention;  and^the  present  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  was  then  and  there  formed. 
There  was,  perhaps,  no  mind  and  no  pen  more  ac- 
tive in  framing  this  immortal  document  than  the  mind 
and  the  pen  of  James  Madison. 

The  Constitution,  adopted  by  a  vote  81  to  79,  was 
to  be  presented  to  the  several  States  for  acceptance. 
But  grave  solicitude  was  felt.  Should  it  be  rejected 
we  should  be  left  but  a  conglomeration  of  independent 
States,  with  but  little  power  at  home  and  little  respect 
aliroad.  Mr.  Madison  was  selected  by  the  conven- 
tion to  draw  up  an  address  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  exiiounding  the  principles  of  the  Constitution, 
and  urging  its  adoption.  There  was  great  opposition 
to  it  at  first,  but  it  at  length  triumphed  over  all,  and 
went  into  effect  in  1789. 

Mr.  Madison  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  first  Congress,  and  soon  became  the 
avowed  leader  of  the  Republican  party.  While  in 
New  York  attending  Congress,  he  met  Mrs.  Todd,  a 
young  widow  of  remarkable  power  of  fascination, 
whom  he  married.  She  was  in  person  and  character 
queenly,  and  probably  no  lady  has  thus  far  occupied 
so  prominent  a  position  in  the  very  peculiar  society 
which  has  constituted  our  republican  court  as  Mrs. 
Mndison. 

Mr.  Madison  served  as  Secretary  of  State  under 
Jefferson,  and  at  the  close  of  his  administration 
was  chosen  President.  At  this  time  the  encroach- 
ments of  England  had  brought  us  to  the  verge  of  war.  , 


British  orders  in  council  destioyed  our  commerce,  and 
our  flag  was  exposed  to  constant  insult.  Mr.  Madison 
was  a  man  of  peace.  Scholarly  in  his  taste,  retiiing 
in  his  disposition,  war  had  no  charms  for  him.  But  the 
meekest  spirit  can  be  roused.  It  makes  one's  blood 
boil,  even  now,  to  think  of  an  American  ship  brought 
to,  upon  the  ocean,  by  the  guns  of  an  English  cruiser. 
A  young  lieutenant  steps  on  board  and  orders  the 
crew  to  be  paraded  before  him.  With  great  nonchal- 
ance he  selects  any  number  whom  he  may  please  to' 
designate  as  British  subjects;  orders  them  down  the 
ship's  side  into  his  boat;  and  places  them  on  the  gun- 
deck  of  his  man-of-war,  to  fight,  by  compulsion,  the 
battles  of  England.  This  right  of  search  and  im- 
pressment, no  efforts  of  our  Government  could  induce 
the  British  cabinet  to  relinquish. 

On  the  1 8th  of  June,  18 12,  President  Madison  gave 
his  appioval  to  an  act  of  Congress  declaring  war 
against  Great  Britain.  Notwithstanding  the  bitter 
hostility  of  the  Federal  party  to  the  wnr,  the  country 
in  general  approved;  and  Mr.  Madison,  on  the  4th 
of  March,  18 13,  was  re-elected  by  a  large  majority, 
and  entered  ui>on  his  second  term  of  office.  This  is 
not  the  place  to  describe  the  various  adventures  of 
this  war  on  the  land  and  on  the  water.  Our  infan'. 
navy  then  laid  the  foundations' of  its  renown  in  grap- 
pling with  the  most  formidable  power  which  ever 
swept  the  seas.  The  contest  commenced  in  earnest 
by  the  appearance  of  a  British  fleet,  early  in  February, 
1813,  in  Chesapeake  Bay,  declaring  nearly  the  whole 
coast  of  the  L^nited  States  under  blockade. 

The  Emperor  of  Russia  offered  his  services  as  me 
ditator.  America  accepted ;  England  refused.  A  Brit- 
ish force  of  five  thousand  men  landed  on  the  banks 
of  thePatuxet  River,  near  its  entrance  into  Chesa- 
peake Bay,  and  marched  rapidly,  by  way  of  Bladens- 
burg,  upon  Washington. 

The  straggling  little  city  of  Washington  was  thrown 
into  consternation.  The  cannon  of  the  brief  conflict 
at  Bladensburg  echoed  through  the  streets  of  tiie 
metropolis.  The  whole  population  fled  from  the  city. 
The  President,  leaving  Mrs.  Madison  in  the  White 
House,  with  her  carriage  drawn  up  at  the  doer  to 
await  his  speedy  return,  hurried  to  meet  the  officers 
in  a  council  of  war.  He  met  our  troops  utterly  routed, 
and  he  could  not  go  back  without  danger  of  being 
cnptured.  But  few  hours  elapsed  ere  the  Presidential 
Mansion,  the  Capitol,  and  all  the  public  buildings  in 
Washington  were  in  flames. 

The  war  closed  after  two  years  of  fighting,  and  on 
Feb.  13,  i8i5,the  treaty  of  peace  was  signed  at  Ghent. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1817,  his  second  term  of 
office  expired,  and  he  resigned  the  Presidential  chair 
to  his  friend,  James  Monroe.  He  retired  to  his  beau- 
tiful home  at  Montpelier,  and  there  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days.  On  June  28,  1836,  then  at  the 
age  of  85  years,  he  fell  asleep  in  death.  Mrs.  Madi- 
son died  July  12,  1849. 
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;     MOXROK.    tlio   fit'tli 
;ntuf'riie  United  States, 
irn  in  Westmoreland  Co., 
N'a.,  April  28,  175S.    His  early 
life  was  passed  at  the  place  of 
nativity.  His  ancestors  had  for 
many  years    resided  in  the  prov- 
ince in  which  he  was  born.    When, 
at  17  years  of  age,  in  the   process 
*»■>   of  completing   his    education    at 
William  and  Mary  College,  the  Co- 
lonial Congress  assembled  at  Phila- 
delphia to  dehberate  upon  the  un- 
just  and    manifold   oppressions    of 
y^iT     Great  Britian,  declared  the  separa- 

Y       tion  of  the   Colonies,  and  promul- 
I 

gated  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence. Had  he  been  born  ten  years  before  it  is  highly 
probable  that  he  would  have  been  one  of  the  signers 
of  that  celebrated  instrument.  At  this  time  he  left 
school  and  enlisted  among  the  patriots. 

He  joined  the  army  when  everything  looked  lioi)e- 
less  and  gloomy.  The  number  of  deserters  increased 
from  day  to  day.  The  invading  armies  came  i)ouring 
in ;  and  the  tories  not  only  favored  the  cause  of  the 
mother  country,  but  disheartened  the  new  recruits, 
who  were  sufficiently  terrified  at  the  prospect  of  con- 
tending with  an  enemy  whom  they  had  been  taught 
to  deem  invincible.  To  such  brave  spirits  as  James 
Monroe,  who  went  right  onward,  undismayed  through 
difficulty  and  danger,  the  United  States  owe  tlieir 
|iolitical  emancipation.  The  young  cadet  joined  the 
ranks,  and  esix)used  the  cause  of  his  injured  country, 
with  a  firm  determination  to  live  or  die  with  her  strife 
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for  liberty.  Firmly  yet  sadly  he  shared  in  the  mel- 
ancholy retreat  from  Harleam  Heights  and  White 
Plains,  and  accompanied  the  dispirited  army  as  it  fled 
before  its  foes  through  New  Jersey.  In  four  months 
after  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  the  patriots 
had  been  beaten  in  seven  battles.  At  the  battle  of 
Trenton  he  led  the  vanguard,  and,  in  the  act  of  charg- 
ing ujion  the  enemy  he  received  a  wound  in  the  left 
shoulder. 

As  a  reward  tor  his  bravery,  Mr.  Monroe  was  pro- 
moted a  captain  of  infantry ;  and,  having  recovered 
from  his  wound,  he  rejoined  tile  army.  He,  however, 
receded  from  the  line  of  promotion,  by  becoming  an 
officer  in  the  staff  of  Lord  Sterling.  During  the  cam- 
paigns of  1777  and  177S,  in  the  actions  of  Brandy 
wine,  Gerniantown  and  Monmouth,  he  continued 
aid-de-camp;  but  becoming  desirous  to  regain  his 
position  in  the  army,  he  exerted  himself  to  collect  a 
regiment  for  the  Virginia  line.  This  scheme  failed 
owing  to  the  exhausted  condition  of  the  State.  Upon 
this  failure  he  entered  the  office  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  at 
that  period  Governor,  and  pursued,  with  considerable 
ardor,  the  study  of  common  law.  He  did  not,  however, 
entirely  lay  aside  tlie  knapsack  for  the  green  bag; 
but  on  the  invasions  of  the  enemy,  served  as  a  volun 
teer,  during  the  two  years  of  his  legal  pursuits. 

In  17S2,  he  was  elected  from  King  George  county, 
a  member  of  the  Leglislature  of  N'irginia,  and  by  that 
body  he  was  elevated  to  a  seat  in  the  E.xecutive 
Council.  He  was  thus  honored  with  the  confidence 
of  his  fellow  citizens  at  23  years  of  age  ;  and  having 
at  this  early  period  dis[)layed  some  of  that  ability 
and  aptitude  fur  legislation,  wiiich  were  afterwards 
employed  with  unremittipg  energy  for  the  public  good. 
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he  was  in  the  succeeding  year  chosen  a  member  of 
ihe  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
Deeplyas  Mr.  Monroefelt  the  imperfectionsof  theold 
■Joiilederacy,  he  was  opposed  to  the  new  Constitution, 
•hiiiking,  with  many  others  of  'he  Republican  party, 
'.liat  it  gave  loo  much  power  to  the  Central  Government, 
.md  not  enough  to  the  individual  States.  Still  he  re- 
tained the  esteem  of  his  friends  who  were  its  warm 
su[)porters,  and  who,  notwithstanding  his  opposition 
secured  its  adoption.  In  1789,  he  became  anieml>er 
of  the  United  States  Senate;  which  office  he  held  for 
four  years.  Every  month  the  line  of  distinction  be- 
tween the  two  great  parties  which  divided  the  nation, 
the  Federal  and  the  Republican,  was  growing  more 
distinct.  The  two  prominent  ideas  which  now  sep- 
arated them  were,  that  the  Republican  party  was  in 
sympathy  with  France,  and  also  in  favor  of  such  a 
stiict  construction  of  the  Constitution  as  to  give  the 
Central  Government  as  little  power,  and  the  State 
Cxovernments  as  much  i_)0wer,  as  the  Constitution  vvould 
warrant.  The  Federalists  sympathized  with  F^ngland, 
and  were  in  favor  of  a  liberal  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  would  give  as  much  jiower  to  the 
Central  Government  as  that  document  could  possibly 
authuri/.e. 

The  leading  F'ederalists  and  Republicans  were 
alike  nolile  men,  consecrating  all  their  energies  to  the 
good  of  the  nation.  Two  more  honest  men  or  more 
pure  patriots  than  John  Adams  tlie  Federalist,  and 
James  Monroe  the  Republican,  never  breathed.  In 
building  up  this  majestic  nation,  which  is  destined 
to  ecliiise  all  Grecian  and  Assyrian  greatness,  tlie  com- 
bination of  their  antagonism  was  needed  to  create  the 
light  e([uilibrium.  And  yet  each  in  his  day  was  de- 
nounced as  almost  a  demon. 

Washington  was  tlien  President.  England  had  es- 
jKiused  the  cause  of  the  Bourbons  against  the  princi- 
ples of  the  French  Revolution.  All  Europe  was  drawn 
into  the  conflict.  We  were  feeble  and  far  away. 
WasJiington  issued  a  proclamation  of  neutrality  be- 
tween these  contending  iwwevs.  France  had  helped 
us  in  tlie  struggle  for  our  liberties.  All  the  despotisms 
of  Europe  were  now  combined  to  prevent  the  French 
from  escaping  from  a  tyranny  a  thousand-fold  worse 
thai;  that  which  we  had  endured  Col.  Monroe,  more 
niai;nanimous  than  prudent,  was  anxious  that,  at 
wliatever  hazard,  we  should  help  our  old  allies  in 
tlieir  extremity.  It  was  the  impulse  of  a  generous 
and  noble  nature.  He  violently  opposed  the  Pres- 
ident's proclamation  as  ungrateful  and  wanting  in 
magnanimity. 

Washington,  who  could  appreciate  such  a  character, 
d  ;vel,)ped  his  calm,  serene,  almost  divine  greatness, 
by  a;)painting  that  very  James  Monroe,  who  was  de- 
nouncing the  policy  of  the  Government,  as  the  minister 
<if  that  Government  to  the  Republic  of  France.  Mr. 
Monroe  was  welcomed  by  the  National  Convention 
in  France  with  the  most  enthusiastic  demonstrations. 


Shortly  after  his  return  to  this  country,  Mr.  Mon- 
roe was  elected  Governor  of  Virginia,  and  held  the 
office  for  three  yeais.  He  was  again  sent  to  France  to 
co-operate  with  Chancellor  Livingston  in  obtaining 
the  vast  territory  then  known  as  the  Province  of 
Louisiana,  which  France  had  Init  shortly  before  ob- 
tained from  Spain.  Tneir  uirited  efforts  were  sue  ■ 
cessful.  For  the  comparatively  small  sum  of  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars,  the  entire  territory  of  Orleans  and 
district  of  Louisiana  were  added  to  tlie  LTnited  States. 
This  was  probably  the  largest  transfer  of  real  estate 
which  was  ever  made  in  all  the  history  of  the  world 

From  France  Mr.  Monroe  went  to  England  to  ob- 
tain from  that  country  some  recognition  of  oui 
rights  as  neutrals,  and  to  remonstrate  against  those 
odious  impressments  of  our  seamen.  But  Eng- 
land was  unrelenting.  He  again  returned  to  Eng- 
land on  tlie  same  mission,  but  could  receive  no 
redress.  He  returned  to  his  home  and  was  again 
chosen  Governor  of  Virginia.  This  he  soon  resigned 
to  accept  the  position  of  Secretary  of  State  under 
Madison.  While  in  this  office  war  with  England  was 
declared,  the  Secretary  of  War  resigned,  and  during 
these  trj'ing  times,  the  duties  of  the  War  Department 
were  also  put  upon  him.  He  was  truly  the  armor- 
bearer  of  President  Madison,  and  the  most  efficient 
business  man  in  his  cabinet.  LTpon  the  return  ol 
peace  he  resigned  the  Department  of  War,  but  con- 
tinued in  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  until  the  ex- 
piration of  Mr.  Madison's  adminstration.  At  the  elec 
tion  held  tlie  previous  autumn  Mr.  Monroe  himself  had 
been  chosen  President  with  but  little  opjiosition,  nnd 
upon  March  4,  1817,  was  inaugurated.  Four  year^ 
later  he  was  elected  for  a  second  tenii. 

Among  the  important  measures  of  his  Presidency 
were  the  cession  of  Florida  to  the  United  States;  the 
Missouri  Compromise,  and  the    "  Monroe  doctrine.' 

This  famous  doctrine,  since  known  as  the  "  Monroe 
doctrine,"  was  enunciated  by  him  in  1823.  At  that 
time  the  United  States  had  recognized  the  independ- 
ence of  the  South  American  states,  and  did  not  \\ish 
to  have  European  powers  longer  attempting  to  suli- 
due  portions  of  the  American  Continent.  The  doctrine 
is  as  follows:  "That  we  should  consider  any  attempt 
on  the  part  of  European  powers  to  extend  their  sys- 
tem to  any  portion  of  this  hemisphere  as  dangerous 
to  our  peace  and  safety,"  and  "that  we  could  not 
view  any  interposition  for  the  purpose  of  oppressini; 
or  controlling  American  governments  or  provinces  in 
any  other  light  than  as  a  manifestation  by  Euro]iean 
iiowers  of  an  unfriendly  disposition  toward  the  United 
States."  This  doctrine  immediately  affected  the  course 
of  foreign  governments,  and  has  become  the  approved 
sentiment  of  the  LTnited  States. 

At  the  end  of  his  second  term  Mr.  Monroe  retired 
to  his  home  in  Virginia,  where  he  lived  until  1830, 
when  he  went  to  New  York  to  live  with  his  son-in- 
law.     In  that  city  he  died, on  the  4th  of  July,  1831 
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OHX  QUINCV  ADAMS,  the 
ixth  President  of  the   United 
■V§>tates,  Was   born  in  the   rural 
home  of  his    honored    fatiier, 
lohn  Adams,  in  Qaincy,  Mass., 
on  the  I  ith  of  July,  1767.   His 
mother,  a  woman  of  exalted 
worth,  watched  over  his  childhood 
during   the  almost   constant   ab- 
sence of  his  father.      When    but 
eight  years  of  ?ge,  he  stood  with 
'    his  mother  on  an  eminence,  listen- 
ing to  the  booming  of  the  great  bat- 
tle on  Bunkei's  Hill,  and  gazing  on 
upon  the  smoke  and  flames  billow- 
ing ui)  from    the    conllagration    of 
Charlestown. 

When  but  eleven  years  old  he 
took  a  tearful  adieu  of  his  mother, 
to  sail  with  his  father  for  Ruroiie, 
through  a  fleet  ot  hostile  British  cnusers.  The  bright, 
..nim.ited  lioy  spent  a  year  and  a  half  in  I'aiis,  where 
iiis  father  was  associated  with  Franklin  and  Lee  as 
minister  plenipotentiary.  His  intelligence  attracted 
the  notice  of  these  distinguished  men,  and  he  received 
from  them  flattering  marks  of  attention. 

Mr.  John  Adams  had  scarcely  returned  to  this 
cou.'.try,  in  1779,  ere  he  was  again  sent  abroad.  Again 
:o!.n  Quincy  accompanied  his  father  At  Paris  he 
applied  himself  with  great  diligence,  for  si.x  months, 
to  :.tudy;  then  accom pained  his  father  to  Holland, 
x''nere  he  entered,  first  a  school  in  .\msterdam,  then 
the  University  at. I.eyden.  About  a  year  from  this 
'ime,  in  17S1,  when  the  manly  l.oy  was  but  fourteen 
yea-i  of  age,  he  was  selected  by  Mr.  Dana,  our  min- 
ister to  the  Russian  court,  as  his  private  secretary. 

In  this  school  of  incessant  lalxjr  and  of  enobling 
'•ultiire  he  s[)ent  fourteen  months,  and  then  returned 
!o  Holland  through  Sweden,  I  )enmark,  Hamburg  and 
Bremen.  This  long  journey  he  took  alone,  in  the 
winter,  when  in  his  sixteenth  year.  .'Xgain  he  resumed 
his  studies,  under  a  private  tutor,  at  Hague.   Thence, 


in  the  spring  of  1782,  he  accompanied  his  filhcr  ic 
Paris,  traveling  leisurely,  and  forming  acquaintance 
with  the  most  distinguished  men  on  the  Continent- 
examining  arcuitectural  remains,  galleries  of  paintings 
and  all  renowned  works  of  art.  At  I'aris  he  again 
became  associated  with  the  most  illustrious  men  of 
all  lands  in  the  conteui])lations  of  the  loftiest  temiwral 
themes  which  can  engross  the  human  mind.  Afte' 
a  short  visit  to  England  he  returned  to  Paris,  and 
consecrated  all  his  energies  to  study  until  May,  1785, 
when  he  returned  to  America.  To  a  brilliant  young 
man  of  eighteen,  v.ho  had  seen  much  of  the  world, 
and  who  was  familiar  with  the  etiquette  of  courts,  a 
residence  with  his  father  in  London,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, must  have  been  extremely  attractive 
but  with  judgment  very  rare  in  one  of  his  age,  he  i)re- 
ferred  to  return  to  America  to  complete  his  education 
in  an  .\merican  college.  He  wished  then  to  study 
law,  that  with  an  honorable  jnofession,  he  might  W. 
able  to  obtain  an  independent  support. 

Upon  leaving  Harvard  College,  at  the  age  of  twenty 
he  studied  law  for  three  years.  In  June,  ^794,  be- 
ing then  but  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  Washington,  resident  minister  at  the 
Netherlands.  Sailing  from  Boston  in  July,  he  reached 
London  in  October,  where  he  was  immediately  admit- 
ted to  the  deliberations  of  Messrs.  Jay  and  Pinckney, 
assisting  them  in  negotiating  a  commercial  treaty  with 
(jieat  Brilian.  After  thus  spending  a  fortniglit  ir 
London,  he  proceeded  to  the  Hague. 

In  July,  1797,  he  left  the  Hague  to  go  to  Portugal  ar, 
minister  i)leni]X>tentiary.  On  his  way  to  Portugal, 
upon  arriving  in  London,  he  met  with  despatches 
directing  him  to  the  court  of  Berlin,  but  requesting 
him  to  remain  in.  London  until  he  should  receive  his 
instructions.  While  waiting  he  was  niatried  to  ar: 
American  lady  to  whom  he  had  been  previously  en- 
gaged,— Miss  Louisa  Catherine  John.son,  daughte" 
of  Mr.  Joshua  Johnson,  American  consul  in  I  ondon  ; 
a  lady  endownd  with  that  beauty  and  those  ncconi- 
plishment  which  eminently  fitted  her  to  move  In  fne 
elevated  sphere  for  which  she  was  destined- 
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He  reached  Berlin  with  his  wife  in  November,  1797  ; 
where  he  remained  until  July,  1799,  when,  having ful- 
lilled  all  the  purposes  of  his  mission,  he  solicited  his 
recall. 

-  Soon  after  his  return,  in  1802,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  Senate  of  Massachusetts,  trom  Boston,  and  then 
was  elected  Senator  of  the  United  States  for  six  years, 
tVour  the  4th  of  March,  1S04.  His  reputation,  his 
aliility  and  his  experience,  placed  him  immediately 
among  the  most  prominent  and  influential  members 
of  that  body.  Especially  did  he  sustain  the  Govern- 
ment in  its  measures  of  resistance  to  the  encroach- 
ments of  England,  destroying  our  commerce  and  in- 
sulting our  flag.  There  was  no  man  in  America  more 
familiar  with  the  arrogance  of  the  British  court  upon 
these  points,  and  no  one  more  resolved  to  present 
a  firm  resistance. 

In  1809,  Madison  succeeded  Jefferson  in  the  Pres- 
idential chair,  and  he  immediately  nominated  John 
Quincy  Adams  minister  to  St.  Petersburg.  Resign- 
ing his  professorship  in  Harvard  College,  he  embarked 
at  Boston,  in  August,  1809. 

While  in  Russia,  Mr.  Adams  was  an  intense  stu- 
dent. He  devoted  his  attention  to  the  language  and 
history  of  Russia;  to  the  Chinese  trade;  to  the 
European  system  of  weights,  measures,  and  coins;  lo 
the  climate  and  astronomical  observations  ;  while  he 
Kept  up  a  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  Greek  and 
Latin  classics.  In  all  the  universities  of  Euro|ie,  a 
more  accomplished  scholar  could  scarcely  be  found. 
All  through  life  the  Bible  constituted  an  important 
part  ot  his  studies.  It  was  his  rule  to  read  five 
chapters  every  day. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1S17.  Mr.  Monroe  took  the 
Presidential  chair,  and  immediately  appointed  Mr. 
Adams  Secretary  of  .State.  Taking  leave  of  his  num- 
erous friends  in  public  and  private  life  in  Europe,  he 
sailed  in  June,  i8ig,  for  the  United  States.  On  the 
i.Sth  of  August,  he  again  crossed  the  threshold  of  his 
home  in  (Quincy.  During  the  eight  yearsof  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's administration,  Mr,  Adams  continued  Secretary 
of  State. 

Some  time  before  the  close  of  Mr.  Monroe's  second 
term  of  office,  new  candidates  began  to  be  presented 
foi  the  Presidency.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Adams  brought 
forward  his  name.  It  was  an  exciting  campaign. 
Party  spirit  was  never  more  bitter.  Two  hundred  and 
sixty  electoral  votes  were  cast.  Andrew  Jackson  re- 
ceived ninety-nine;  John  Quincy  .\dams,  eighty-four; 
William  H.  Crawford,  forty -one;  Henry  Clay,  thirty- 
seven.  As  there  was  no  choice  by  the  people,  the 
(luestion  went  to  the  House  of  Representati\es.  Mr. 
Clay  gave  the  vote  of  Kentucky  to  Mr.  Adams,  and 
he  was  elected. 

The  friends  of  all  the  disappointed  candidates  now 
combined  in  a  venomous  and  persistent  assault  upon 
Mr.  Adams.  'I'here  is  nothing  more  disgraceful  in 
*"^<:  nn.st  history  of  our  countr)  than  the  abuse  which 


was  poured  in  one  uninterrupted  stream,  upon  this 
high-minded,  upright,  patriotic  man.  There  never  was 
an  administration  more  pure  in  principles,  more  con- 
scientiously devoted  to  the  best  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, than  that  of  John  Quincy  Adams;  and  never,  per- 
haps, was  there  an  administration  more  unscrupu- 
lously and  outrageously  assailed. 

Mr.  Adams  was,  to  a  very  remarkable  degree,  ab- 
stemious and  temperate  in  his  habits;  always  rising 
early,  and  taking  much  exercise.  AVhen  at  his  home  in 
Quincy,  he  has  been  known  to  walk,  before  breakfast, 
seven  miles  to  Boston.  In  Washington,  it  was  said 
that  he  was  the  first  man  up  in  the  city,  lighting  his 
own  tire  and  apjilying  himself  to  work  in  his  library 
often  long  before  dawn. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  Mr.  Adams  retired 
from  the  Presidency,  and  was  succeeded  by  Andrew- 
Jackson.  John  C.  Calhoun  was  elected  Vice  Presi- 
dent. The  slavery  question  now  began  to  assume 
IXDrtentotis  magnitude.  Mr.  Adams  returned  to 
Quincy  and  to  his  studies,  which  he  pursued  with  un- 
abated zeal.  But  he  was  not  long  permitted  to  re- 
main in  retirement.  In  November,  1830,  he  was 
elected  representative  to  Congress.  For  seventeen 
years,  until  his  death,  he  occupied  the  post  as  repre- 
sentative, towering  above  all  his  peers,  ever  ready  to 
do  brave  battle' for  freedom,  and  winning  the  title  of 
"  the  old  man  eloquent."  Upon  taking  his  seat  in 
the  House,  he  announced  that  he  should  hold  him- 
self bound  to  no  party.  Probably  there  never  was  a 
member  more  devoted  to  his  duties.  He  was  usually 
the  first  in  his  place  in  the  morning,  and  the  last  to 
leave  his  seat  in  the  evening.  Not  a  measure  could 
be  brought  forward  and  escape  his  scrutiny.  The 
battle  which  Mr.  Adams  fought,  almost  singly,  against 
the  proslavery  party  in  the  Government,  was  sublime 
in  Its  moral  daring  and  heroism.  For  persisting  in 
presenting  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  lie 
was  threatened  with  indictment  by  the  grand  jury, 
with  ex|iulsion  from  the  House,  with  assassination: 
l)ut  no  threats  could  intimidate  him,  and  his  final 
triumph  was  complete. 

It  has  been  said  of  President  Adams,  that  when  his 
body  was  bent  and  his  hair  silvered  by  the  lapse  of 
fourscore  years,  yielding  to  the  simple  faith  of  a  little 
child,  he  was  accustomed  to  repeat  every  night,  before 
he  slept,  the  prater  which  his  mother  taught  him  in 
his  infant  years. 

On  the  2 1  St  of  February,  1S4S,  he  rose  on  the  floor 
of  Congress,  with  a  paper  in  his  hand,  to  address  the 
speaker.  Suddenly  he  fell,  again  stricken  by  paraly- 
sis, and  was  caught  in  the  arms  of  those  around  him. 
For  a  lime  he  was  senseless,  as  he  was  conveyed  lo 
the  sofa  in  the  rotunda.  With  reviving  conscious- 
ness, he  opened  his  eyes,  looked  calmly  around  and 
said  "  This  is  the  end  of  earth  .-"then  after  a  inoment's 
|inuse  he  added,  ''^  I  am  eontriit"  Tliese  were  the 
last    words  of    the    grand    "Old     Man     Eloquent." 
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\I)RI  W  JACKSON",  the 
-11.  \  (.nth  I'lcsidc'i.l  of  the 
L  lilted  States,  was  liorn  in 
WaxliTW  settlement,  N.  (.'., 
March  15,  i;'';.  a  lew  days 
after  his  father's  death.  His 
pirents  were  poor  emigrants 
fiom  Ireland,  and  took  up 
their  abode  in  AVaxhaw  set- 
tlement, where  they  lived  in 
deepest  poverty. 
Andrew,  or  Andy,  as  he  was 
universally  called,  grew  \\\i  a  very 
rough,  rude,  turbulent  boy.  His 
features  were  coarse,  his  form  un- 
gainly; and  there  was  Init  very 
little  in  his  character,  made  visible,  wliich  was  at- 
tractive. 

VViien  only  thirteen  years  old  he  joined  the  volun- 
teers of  Carolina  against  the  liritish  invasion.  In 
17S1,  he  and  his  brother  Robert  were  captured  and 
imprisoned  for  a  time  at  Camden.  A  British  officer 
ordered  him  to  brush  his  mud-si)attered  boots.  "  I  am 
a  [irisoner  of  war,  not  your  servant,"  was  the  reply  of 
the  dauntless  boy. 

The  brute  drew  his  sword,  and  aimed  a  dcs|)crate 
dIow  at  the  head  of  the  helpless  young  j^risoner. 
Andrew  raised  his  hand,  and  thus  received  two  fear- 
ful gashes, — one  on  the  hand  and  the  other  ujwn  the 
head.  The  officer  then  turned  to  his  brother  Robert 
with  the  same  demand.  He  also  refused,  and  re- 
ceived a  blow  from  the  keen-edged  sabre,  which  i|uite 
disabled  him,  and  which  probably  soon  after  caused 
his  death.  They  suffered  much  other  ill-treatment,  and 
were  finally  stricken  with  the  small-ix)X.  Their 
mother  was  successful  Ml    obtaining   their  exchange, 


and  tiuik  her  sick  boys  home.  After  a  long  illness 
Andrew  recovered,  and  the  death  of  his  mother  soon 
left  lii'.n  entirely  friendless. 

.Vndrew  su[)i)orted  himself  in  various  ways,  s  uiias 
working  at  the  saddler's  trade,  teaching  school  and 
clerking  in  a  general  store,  until  1784,  when  he 
entered  a  law  office  at  Salisbury,  N.  C.  He,  however, 
gave  more  attention  to  the  wild  amusements  of  the 
times  than  to  his  studies.  In  17 88,  he  was  a[)pointed 
solicitor  for  the  western  district  of  North  Carolina,  of 
whicli  Tennessee  was  then  a  part.  This  involved 
many  long  and  tedious  journeys  amid  dangers  of 
every  kind,  but  .Andrew  Jackson  never  knew  fear, 
and  the  Indians  had  no  desire  to  repeat  a  skirmish 
wiin  the  Sharj)  Knife. 

In  1791,  Mr.  Jackson  was  married  to  a  woman  who 
supposed  herself  divorced  from  her  former  husband. 
Great  was  the  surprise  of  lioth  parties,  two  years  later, 
to  find  tliat  the  conditions  of  the  divorce  had  just  been 
definitely  settled  by  the  first  husband.  The  marriage 
ceremony  was  performed  a  second  time,  but  the  occur- 
rence was  often  used  by  his  enemies  to  bring  Mr. 
Jackson  into  disfavor. 

During  these  years  he  worked  hard  at  his  [irofes- 
sion,  and  freciuently  had  one  or  more  duels  on  hand, 
one  of  which,  when  lie  killed  nickenson,  was  es]iec- 
ially  disgraceful. 

In  January,  179''),  the  Territory  of  Tennessee  then 
containing  nearly  eighty  thousand  inhabitants,  I  lie 
people  met  in  convention  at  Kncwille  to  frame  a  con- 
stitution. I'ive  were  sent  from  each  of  the  eleven 
counties  .\ndrew  Jackson  was  one  of  the  delega'es. 
The  new  State  was  entitled  to  but  one  nieinl  cr  \\\ 
the  National  House  of  Representatives.  Andrciv  Jack-1 
son  was  chosen  that  member.  Mounting  his  horse  he 
rode  to  Philedelphia,  where  Congress  then    held  its 
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stjssions, — a  distance  of  about  eight   hundred    miles. 

Jackson  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  Deuio- 
cratic  party.  Jefferson  was  his  idol.  He  admired 
Bonaparte,  loved  France  and  hated  England.  .\s  Mr. 
Jackson  took  his  seat,  Gju.  Washington,  whose 
second  term  of  oftice  was  then  expiring,  delivered  his 
last  sijcech  to  Congress.  A  committee  drew  up  a 
compliirientary  address  in  reply.  Andrew  Jackson 
did  not  approve  of  the  address,  and  was  one  of  the 
twelve  who  voted  against  it.  He  was  not  wilh.ng  to 
say  that  Gen.  Washington's  adminstration  had  been 
"  wise,  firm  and  patriotic." 

Mr.  Jackson  was  elected  to  tJie  United  .States 
Senate  in  1797,  but  soon  resigned  and  returned  home. 
Soon  after  he  was  chosen  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Coiut 
of  his  State,  which  position  he  held  for  six  years. 

When  the  war  of  1S12  with  Great  Britian  com- 
menced, Madison  occupied  the  Presidential  chair. 
Aaron  Burr  sent  word  to  the  President  that  there  was 
an  unknown  man  in  the  West,  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
\'.oidd  do  credit  to  a  commission  if  one  were  con- 
ferred upon  him.  Just  at  that  time  Gen.  Jackson 
offered  his  services  and  those  of  twenty-five  hundred 
volunteers.  His  offer  was  accepted,  and  the  troops 
were  assembled  at  Nashville. 

As  the  British  were  hourly  expected  to  make  an  at- 
tack I'.pon  New  Orleans,  where  Gen.  Wilkinson  was 
in  command,  lie  was  ordered  to  descend  the  river 
with  fifteen  hundred  troops  to  aid  Wilkinson.  The 
expedition  reached  Natchez;  and  after  a  delay  of  sev- 
eral weeks  there,  without  accomplishing  anything, 
the  men  were  ordered  back  to  their  homes.  But  the 
energy  Gen.  Jackson  had  displayed,  and  his  entire 
devotion  to  the  comrforl  of  his  soldiers,  won  liim 
golden  oi)inions;  and  he  became  the  most  popular 
man  in  tlie  State.  It  was  in  this  expedition  that  his 
toughness  gave  him  the  nickname  of"  Old  Hickory.  ' 

Soon  after  this,  while  attempting  to  horsewhip  Col. 
Thomas  H.  Benton,  for  a  remark  that  gentleman 
made  about  his  taking  a  part  as  second  in  a  duel,  in 
which  a  younger  brother  of  Benton's  was  engaged, 
he  received  two  severe  pistol  wounds.  While  he  was 
lingering  \ipon  a  bed  of  suffering  news  came  that  the 
Indians,  who  had  combined  under  Tecumseh  from 
Florida  to  the  Lakes,  to  exterminate  the  white  set- 
ters, were  committing  the  most  awful  ravages.  De- 
cisive action  became  necessary.  Gen.  Jackson,  with 
his  fractured  bone  just  beginning  to  heal,  his  arm  in 
a  sling,  and  unable  to  mount  his  horse  without  assis- 
lance,  gave  his  amazing  energies  to  the  raising  of  an 
army  to  rendezvous  at  Fayettesville,  .\labama. 

The  Creek  Indians  had  established  a  strong  fort  on 
fine  of  t!>e  bL--n'lsof  theTallaixiosa  River,  near  the  cen- 
ir;r(il  .M.ilii^m:!.  ,1' out  fifty  niili's  below  Fcrf  Strother. 
'A'itli  :>n  nrniy  of  two  thoiisand  men,  Gen.  Jackson 
1-Tversi'(l  the  pathless  wilderness  in  a  march  of  eleven 
il  vs.  He  reiched  their  fort,  called  Tohopekn  or 
Uorse-shoe,  on  'ho  27th  of  March.  1814.     The  bend 


of  the  river  enclosed  nearly  one  hundred  acres  of 
tangled  forest  and  wild  ravine.  Across  the  narrow 
neck  the  Indians  had  constructed  a  formidable  breast- 
work of  logs  and  brush.  Here  nine  hundred  warriors, 
with  an  ample  suply  of  arms  were  assembled. 

The  fort  was  stormed.  The  fight  was  utterly  des- 
perate. Not  an  Indian  would  accept  of  quarter.  When 
bleeding  and  dying,  they  would  fight  those  who  en- 
deavored to  spare  their  lives.  From  ten  in  the  morn- 
ing until  dark,  the  battle  raged.  The  carnage  was 
awful  and  revolting.  Some  threw  themselves  into  the 
river;  but  the  inierring  bullet  struck  their  heads  ns 
they  swam.  Nearly  everyone  of  the  nine  hundred  war- 
rios  were  killed  A  few  probably,  in  the  night,  swam 
the  river  and  escaped.  This  ended  the  war.  The 
power  of  the  Creeks  was  broken  forever.  This  bold 
plunge  into  the  wilderness,  with  its  terriftic  slaughter, 
so  appalled  the  savages,  that  the  haggard  remnants 
of  the  bands  cauie  to  the  camp,  begging  for  peace. 

This  closing  of  the  Creek  war  enabled  us  to  con- 
centrate all  our  militia  upon  the  British,  who  were  the 
allies  of  the  Indians  No  man  of  less  resolute  will 
than  Gen.  Jackson  could  have  conducted  this  Indian 
campaign  to  so  successful  an  issue  Immediately  he 
was  appointed  major-general. 

Late  in  August,  with  an  army  of  two  thousand 
men,  on  a  rushing  march,  Gen.  Jackson  came  to 
Mobile.  A  British  fleet  came  from  Pensacola, landed 
a  force  upon  the  beach,  anchored  near  the  little  fori, 
and  from  both  ship  and  shore  commenced  a  furious 
assault.  The  battle  was  long  and  doubtful.  At  length 
one  of  the  ships  was  blown  up    and  the  rest  retired. 

Garrisoning  Molnle,  where  he  had  taken  his  lillh: 
army,  he  inoved  his  troops  to  New  Oilenns. 
And  the  battle  of  New  Orleans  which  soon  ensued, 
was  in  reality  a  very  arduous  campaign.  This  wor. 
for  (^len.  Jackson  an  im|)erishable  name.  Here  his 
troops,  which  numbered  about  four  thousand  men, 
won  a  signal  victory  over  the  Ihilish  army  of  about 
nine  thousand.  His  loss  was  but  thiiteen,  while  the 
loss  of  the  British  was  two  thousand  six   hundred. 

Tile  name  of  Gen.  Jackson  soon  began  to  be  men- 
tioned in  i:onnection  with  the  Presidency,  but, in  1824, 
he  was  defeated  by  Mr.  Adams.  He  was,  however, 
successful  in  the  election  of  1828,  and  was  re-elected 
for  a  second  term  in  1832.  In  1829,  just  before  he 
assumed  the  reins  of  the  government,  he  met  with 
the  most  terrible  afRiction  of  his  life  in  the  death  of 
his  wife,  wliom  he  had  loved  with  a  devotion  which  has 
perhaps  never  been  surpassed.  From  the  shock  cf 
her  death  he  never  recovered. 

His  administration  was  one  of  the  most  memorable 
in  the  annals  of  our  country;  applauded  by  one  party, 
condemned  by  the  other.  No  man  had  more  bitter 
enemies  or  warmer  friends.  At  the  expir.ilion  of  his 
two  terms  of  office  he  retired  to  the  Hermitncre,  where 
he  died  lune  8,  1845.  The  la",t  yenrs  of  Mr.  Jack- 
.son's    life    were   that    of   a    devoted  Christian    man. 
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^t   \.    Xl'IH    -^f^TIN   VAN  I5UREN,  the 
»  X,-   /A-il\      fl>    ei-hth      President     of     the 
L'nited  States,  was  born   at 
Kinderhook,  N.  Y.,  Dec.   5, 
17.S2.'    He  died  at  the  same 
il.ice,  July    24,    1S62.       His 
body  rests  in   the  cemetery 
at  Kinderhook.     Above  it  is 
a  [)lain  granite    shaft  fifteen  feet 
high,  Viearing  a  simple  inscription 
about  half  way  up   on    one    face, 
w         The  lot   is  unfenced,  unbordered 
or  unbounded  by  shrub  or  flower. 

There  is  but  little  in  the  life  of  Martin  Van  Buren 
of  romantic  interest.  He  fought  no  battles,  engaged 
in  no  wild  adventures.  Though  his  life  was  stormy  in 
political  and  intellectual  conflicts,  and  he  gained  many 
signal  victories,  his  days  passed  uneventful  in  those 
incidents  which  give  zest  to  biography.  His  an- 
cestors, as  his  name  indicates,  were  of  Dutch  origin, 
and  were  among  the  earliest  emigrants  from  Holland 
to  the  banks  of  the  Hudson.  His  father  was  a  farmer, 
residing  in  the  old  town  of  Kinderhook.  His  mother, 
also  of  Dutch  lineage,  was  a  woman  of  superior  intel- 
ligence and  e.\em[)lary  piety. 

He  was  decidedly  a  precocious  boy,  developing  un- 
usual activity,  vigor  and  strength  of  mind.  At  the 
age  of  fourteen,  he  had  finished  his  academic  studies 
in  his  native  village,  and  commenced  the  study  of 
law.  As  he  had  not  a  collegiate  education,  seven 
years  of  study  in  a  law-office  were  repiired  of  him 
before  he  could  be  admitted  to  the  bar.  Insjiired  with 
a  lofty  ambition,  and  conscious  of  his  powers,  he  pur- 
sued his  studies  witli  indefatigable  industry.  After 
ajiending  six  year-;  in  an  office  in  Hs    native  village. 


he  went  to  the  city  of  \ew  York,  and  prosecuted  iiis 
studies  for  the  seventh  year. 

In  1803,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  then  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  commenced  the  practice  of  law  in  his  native  vil- 
lage. The  great  conflict  between  the  Federal  and 
Republican  party  was  then  at  its  height.  Mr.  \'an 
Buren  was  from  the  beginning  a  politician.  He  liad, 
perhaps,  imbibed  that  spirit  while  listenkig  to  the 
many  discussions  which  had  been  carried  on  in  his 
father's  hotel.  He  was  in  cordial  sympathy  with 
Jefferson,  and  earnestly  and  eloquently  espoused  the 
cause  of  State  Rights;  though  at  that  time  the  Fed- 
eral party  held  the  supremacy  botli  in  his  town 
and  State. 

His  success  and  increasing  ruputation  led  him 
after  six  years  of  practice,  to  remove  to  Hudson,  tlu 
county  seat  of  his  county.  Here  he  spent  seven  years 
constantly  gaining  strength  by  contending  in  the- 
courts  with  some  of  the  ablest  men  who  have  adorned 
the  bar  of  his  State. 

Just  before  leaving  Kinderhook  for  Hudson,  Mi. 
Van  Buren  married  a  lady  alike  distinguished  for 
beauty  and  accomplishments.  After  twelve  shoii 
years  she  sank  into  the  grave,  the  victim  of  consunip- 
tion,  leaving  her  husband  and  four  sons  to  weep  ovei 
her  loss.  For  twenty-five  years,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was 
an  earnest,  successful,  assiduous  lawyer.  The  record 
of  those  years  is  barren  in  items  of  public  interest. 
In  1812,  when  thirty  years  of  age,  he  was  chosen  lo 
the  State  Senate,  and  gave  his  strenuous  supirart  to 
Mr.  Madison's  adminstration.  In  1815,  he  was  ap- 
pointed .Attorney-General,  and  the  next  year  moved 
to  .'Mbany.  the  capital  of  the  Slate. 

'.Vhile  he  was  acknowledged  as  one  of  the  nio>-t 
p. ominent  leaders  of  the   DciDOcratic   party,   he   had 
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the  moral  courage  to  avow  that  true  democracy  did 
not  require  that  "  universal  suffrage"  which  admits 
the  vile,  the  degraded,  the  ignorant,  to  the  right  of 
governing  the  State.  In  true  consistency  with  his 
democratic  principles,  he  contended  that,  while  the 
path  leading  to  the  privilege  of  voting  should  be  open 
to  every  man  vifithout  distinction,  no  one  should  be 
invested  with  that  sacred  prerogative,  unless  he  were 
in  some  degree  qualified  for  it  by  intelligence,  virtue 
and  some  i)roperty  interests  in  the  welfare  of  the 
Staie. 

In  1S21  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  United 
States  Senate;  and  in  the  same  year,  he  took  a  seat 
in  the  convention  to  revise  the  constitution  of  his 
.lative  State.  His  course  in  this  convention  secured 
ihe  approval  of  men  of  all  [larties.  No  one  could 
doubt  the  singleness  of  his  endeavors  to  promote  the 
interests  of  all  classes  in  the  community.  In  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  he  rose  at  once  to  a 
conspicuous  position  as  an  active  and  useful  legislator. 

In  1S27,  John  Ouincy  Adams  being  then  in  the 
Presidential  chair,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  re-elected  to 
.lie  Senate.  He  had  been  from  the  beginning  a  de- 
.ermined  opposer  of  the  Administration,  adopting  the 
'State  Rights"  view  in  opposition  to  what  was 
deemed  the  Federal  proclivities  of  Mr.  Adams. 

Soon  after  this,  in  1828,  he  was  chosen  Governorof 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  accordingly  resigned  his 
seat  in  the  .Senate.  Proljably  no  one  in  the  United 
States  contributed  so  much  towards  ejecting  John  Q. 
.^dams  from  tlie  Presidential  chair,  and  placing  in  it 
.'Vndreu-  J.ickson,  as  did  Martin  Van  liuien.  \Vhether 
enlitleil  to  the  reputation  or  not,  he  certainl)'  was  re- 
garded throughout  the  United  States  as  one  of  the 
most  skillful,  sagacious  and  cunning  of  politicians, 
'.t  was  su[>posed  that  no  one  knew  so  well  as  he  how 
:o  touch  the  secret  spiings  of  action;  liow  to  |iull  all 
;ne  wires  to  put  his  machinery  in  motion;  and  hovv  to 
organize  a  political  army  which  would,  secredy  and 
:  tealthily  accomplisli  the  most  gigantic  results.  I'y 
•hese  powers  it  i-.  ^aid  tliat  he  outwitted  Mr.  Adams, 
Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  \\'elisler,  and  secured  results  wliich 
\':\\  thought  then  could  be  accomplished. 

'.V  ij  1  A  1  ireiv  Jackson  was  elected  President  he 
■,;i;i  .i:itcd  \Ir.  Van  lluren  Secretary  of  Stale.  'I'his 
;«i,i  icin  he  resigned  in  iSjr,  a'ld  was  immediately 
.i();«inMed  Minister  to  England,  where  he  went  the 
■i  nn  •  .Hitnmn.  The  Se  i.itc,  however,  when  it  met, 
refcsed    to    r.itify   the    nomination,    and   he   letnrned 


home,  apparently  untroubled;  was  nominated  Vice 
President  in  the  place  of  Calhoun,  at  the  re-election 
of  President  Jackson ;  and  with  smiles  for  all  and 
frowns  for  none,  he  took  his  place  at  the  head  of  that 
Senate  which  had  refused  to  confirm  his  nomination 
as  ambassador. 

His  rejection  by  the  Senate  roused  all  the  zeal  of 
President  Jackson  in  behalf  of  his  repudiated  favor- 
ite; and  this,  probably  mure  than  any  other  cause, 
secured  his  elevation  to  the  chair  of  the  Chief  Execu 
five.  On  the  20th  of  May,  1836,  Mr.  Van  Buren  re- 
ceived the  Democratic  nomination  to  succeed  Gen. 
Jackson  as  President  of  the  United  States,  He  was 
elected  by  a  handsome  majority,  to  the  delight  of  the 
retiring  President.  "  Leaving  New  York  out  of  the 
canvass,"  says  Mr.  Parton,  "the  election  of  Mr.  \',in 
Buren  to  the  Presidency  was  as  much  the  act  of  Gen. 
Jackson  as  though  the  Constitution  had  conferred 
upon  him  the  power  fo  appoint  a  successor." 

His  administration  was  filled  with  exciting  events. 
The  insurrection  in  Canada,  which  threatened  to  in 
volve  this  country  in  war  with  England,  the  agitation 
of  the  slavery  question,  and  finally  the  great  commer- 
cial panic  which  spread  over  the  country,  all  were 
trials  to  his  wisdom.  The  financial  distress  was  at- 
tributed to  the  management  of  the  Democratic  part>  , 
and  brought  the  President  into  such  disfavor  that  lie 
failed  of  re  election. 

With  the  e.xception  of  being  nominated  for  the 
Presidency  by  the  "Free  Soil"  Democrats,  in  1848, 
Mr.  Van  P.uren  lived  quietly  u|ion  his  estate  un'il 
his  death. 

He  had  ever  been  a  prudent  man,  of  frugal  haljits, 
and  living  within  his  income,  had  now  fortunately  a 
competence  for  his  declining  years.  His  unblemished 
character,  his  commanding  abilities,  his  unquestioned 
patriotism,  and  the  distinguished  positions  which  Ik 
had  occupied  in  the  government  of  our  country,  se- 
cured to  him  not  only  the  homage  of  his  party,  but 
the  respect  ot  the  whole  community.  It  was  on  the 
4th  of  March,  1841,  that  Mr.  Van  Ruren  retired  from 
the  presidency.  From  his  fine  estate  at  LindenwaKl 
he  still  exerted  a  powerful  infiuence  uiion  ihepohtics 
of  the  country.  From  this  time  until  his  death,  on, 
the..i4th  of  July,  1S62,  at  the  age  of  eighty  -ears,  he 
resided  at  Linden wald,  a  gentleman  of  leisure,  of 
culture  and  of  wealth;  enjoyii  g  in  a  heallhy  okl 
age,  probably  far  more  haiiiiiness  than  he  h.id  before 
experienced  amid  the  stormy  scenes  of  his  active  life. 
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;. 'yi?^  I     ILLIAM    IlKXRV  IIARRI- 

>^Si   I    -,  "^(^N',  llie  niiuh    President  of 
iSkyx-J 
9  \i r   ki     "-'^^    L  nited   States,  was  born 

1.  A\gj  J  It  Berkeley,  \'a.,  Feb.  g,  1773. 
His  father,  lieiij.unin  Harri- 
son, was  in  coui[)aratively  op- 
ulent carcumstances,  and  was 
one  of  the  most  distinguished 
men  of  his  day.  He  was  an 
i,^f/W^I  intimate     friend    u\      (Icorge 

AV'ashington,  w  as  early  elected 
a  member  of  the  C'ontinental 
Congress,  and  was  consiiicnous 
among  the  patriots  of  \'irginia  in 
resisting  the  encroae.hnientsof  the 
British  crown.  In  the  celebrated 
Congress  of  1775,  Benjamin  Har- 
rison and  John  Hancock  were 
both  candidates  for  the  office  of 
speaker. 

fMr  Harrison  was  subsequently 
chosen  Governor  of  Virginia,  and 
was  twice    re-elected.       His   son, 
i  William  Henry,  of  course  enjoyed 

in  childhood  all  the  advantages  which  wealth  and 
intellectual  and  cultivated  society  coidd  give.  Hav- 
ing received  a  tlioro\igh  (-omnion-school  education,  he 
entered  Hampden  Sidney  College,  where  he  graduated 
with  honor  soon  after  the  death  of  his  father.  He 
;iien  repaired  to  Philadelphia  to  study  medicine  under 
the  instructions  of  Dr.  Rush  and  the  guardianshi|)  of 
iiobcrt  Morris,  both  of  whom  were,  with  his  father, 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 


dent  Washington.  He  was  then  but  19  years  old. 
From  that  time  he  passed  gradually  upward  in  rank 
until  he  became  aid  to  C.eneral  \Vijjne,  after  whose 
death  he  resigned  his  commissioji.  He  was  then  ap- 
pointed Secretary  of  the  North-westenr  Territory.  'I'his 
Terrilor)-  rt-as  then  entitled  to  Init  one  member  in 
Congress  and  Capt.  Harrison  was  chosen  to  fill  iliat 
position. 

In  the  spring  of  1800  the  .Vorth-western  Territory 
was  divided  by  Congress  into  two  portii>ns.  The 
eastern  portion,  comprising  the  region  now  embraced 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  was  called  "The  Territorv 
north-west  of  the  (  )hio."  The  western  portion,  which 
included  what  is  lun^  (  allc<i  Indiana,  llliiuiis  and 
Wisconsin,  was  called  the  "Indiana  Territory."  Wil- 
liam Henry  Harrison,  tlien  27  years  of  age,  was  a])- 
[winted  by  John  .\dams,  Ciovernor  of  the  Indiana 
Territory,  and  immediately  after,  alscj  Covernor  of 
Upper  Louisiana.  He  was  thus  ruler  over  almost  as. 
extensive  a  realm  as  any  sovereign  ujxjn  the  globe.  He 
was  Superintendent  of  Indian  Afifairs,  and  was  in- 
vested with  powers  nearly  dictatorial  over  the  now 
rai)idly  increasing  white  i)oi)ulation.  The  ability  and 
fidelity  with  whic  h  he  discharged  these  responsible 
duties  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  he  was  four 
times  ai)i)ointed  to  this  office — first  by  John  Adams, 
twice  by  Thomas  Jefferson  and  afterwards  by  Presi- 
dent Madison. 

When  he  began  his  adminstration  there  were  biit 
three  white  setllementsin  that  almost  boundless  region, 
now  crowded  with  cities  and  resounding  with  all  the 
tumult  of  wealth  and  traffic.  One  of  these  settlements 
was  on  the  Ohio,  nearly  opjxjsite  Louisville;  one  at 
Vincennes,  on  the  Wabash,  and  the  thiid   a   French 


cJi»n  the  outbreak  of  the  Indian  troubles,  and  not- 
withstanding the   remonsttances   of  his   friends,    he  settlement, 
aliandoned  his  medical  studies  and  entered  the  army.  The    vast    wilderness    over  which    Cov.    llarrisci. 
having  obtained  a  commission  of  Ensign  from   Presi-  '    reigned  was  filled  with  manv  tribes  of  Indians.   Abou' 
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the  year  1806,  two  extraordinary  men,  twin  brothers, 
of  the  Shawnese  tribe,  rose  among  them.  One  of 
these  was  called  Tecumseh,  or  "  The  Crouching 
Panther;"  the  other,  OUiwacheca,  or  "The  Prophet." 
Tecumseh  was  not  only  an  Indian  warrior,  but  a  man 
of  great  sagacity,  far-reaching  foresight  and  indomit- 
able perseverance  in  any  enterprise  in  which  he  might 
engage.  He  was  inspired  with  the  highest  enthusiasm, 
and  had  lung  regarded  with  dread  and  with  hatred 
the  encroachment  of  the  whites  upon  the  hunting- 
grounds  of  his  fathers.  His  brother,  the  Prophet,  was 
anorator,  who  could  sway  the  feelings  of  the  untutored 
Indian  as  the  gale  tossed  the  tree-tops  beneath  whicli 
they  dwelt. 

But  the  Prophet  was  not  merely  an  orator:  he  was, 
in  the  superstitious  minds  of  the  Indians,  invested 
with  the  superhuman  dignity  of  a  medicine-man  or  a 
magician.  With  an  enthusiasm  unsurpassed  by  Peter 
tlie  Hermit  rousing  Europe  to  the  crusades,  he  went 
from  tribe  to  tribe,  assuming  that  he  was  specially  sent 
by  the  Great  Spirit. 

Gov.  Harrison  made  many  attempts  to  conciliate 
the  Indians,  but  at  last  the  war  came,  and  at  Tippe- 
canoe the  Indians  were  routed  with  great  slaughter. 
October  2S,  1812,  his  army  began  its  march.  When 
near  the  Prophet's  town  three  Indians  of  rank  made 
their  appearance  and  inquired  why  Gov.  Harrison  was 
approaching  them  in  so  hostile  an  attitude.  After  a 
short  conference,  arrangements  were  made  for  a  meet- 
ing the  next  day,  to  agree  upon  terms  of  peace. 

But  Gov.  Harrison  was  too  well  acquainted  with 
the  Indian  character  to  be  deceived  by  such  protes- 
tations. Selecting  a  favorable  spot  for  his  night's  en- 
campment, he  took  every  precaution  against  surprise 
His  troops  were  posted  in  a  hollow  sijuare,  and  slept 
upon  their  arms. 

The  troops  threw  themselves  upon  the  ground  for 
rest;  but  every  man  had  his  accourtrements  on,  his 
loaded  musket  by  his  side,and  his  bayonet  fixed.  The 
wakeful  Governor,  l)etween  three  and  four  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  had  risen,  and  was  sitting  in  conversa- 
tion with  his  aids  by  the  embers  of  a  waning  fire.  It 
was  a  chill,  cloudy  morning  with  a  drizzling  rain.  In 
the  darkness,  the  Indians  liad  crept  as  near  as  possi- 
ble, and  just  then,  with  a  savage  yell,  rushed,  with  all 
the  desperation  which  superstition  and  passion  most 
highly  inflamed  could  give,  upon  the  left  flank  of  the 
Httle  army.  The  savages  had  been  amply  provided 
witli  guns  and  ammunition  by  the  Englisli.  Their 
war-whoop  was  accompained  by  a  shower  of   bullets. 

The  camp-fires  were  instantly  extinguished,  as  the 
light  aided  the  Indians  in  their  aim.  With  hide- 
cus  yells,  the  Indian  bands  rushed  on,  not  doubting  a 
speedy  and  an  entire  victory.  But  Gen.  Harrison's 
trooiis  stood  as  immovable  as  the  rocks  around  them 
until  day  dawned  :  they  then  made  a  simultaneous 
charge  with  tlie  l.ayonet,  and  swept  every  thing  be- 
fore   them,    and    completely    routing    the    foe. 


Gov.  Harrison  now  had  all  his  energies  tasked 
to  the  utmost.  The  British  descending  from  the  Can  - 
adas,  were  of  thenrselves  a  very  formidaliie  force  ;  but 
with  their  savage  allies,  rushing  like  wolves  from  the 
forest,  searching  out  every  remote  farm-house,  burn- 
ing, plundering,  scalping,  torturing,  the  wide  frontier 
was  plunged  into  a  state  of  consternation  which  even 
the  most  vivid  imagination  can  but  faintly  conceive. 
The  war-whoop  was  resounding  everywhere  in  the 
forest.  The  horizon  was  illuminated  with  the  conflagra- 
tion of  the  cabins  of  the  settlers.  Gen  Hull  had  made 
the  ignominious  surrender  of  his  forces  at  Detroit. 
Under  these  despairing  circumstances,  Gov.  Harrison 
was  apix)inted  by  President  Madison  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  North-western  army,  with  orders  to  retake 
Detroit,  and  to  protect  the  frontiers. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  place  a  man  in  a  situation 
demanding  more  energy,  sagacity  and  courage;  but 
General  Harrison  was  found  equal  to  the  position, 
and  nobly  and  triumphantly  did  he  meet  all  the  re- 
sponsibilities. 

He  won  the  love  of  his  soldiers  by  always  sharing 
with  them  their  fatigue.  His  whole  baggage,  while 
pursuing  the  foe  up  the  Thames,  was  carried  in  a 
valise;  and  his  bedding  consisted  of  a  single  blanket 
laslied  over  his  saddle.  Thirty-five  British  officers, 
his  prisoners  of  war,  supped  with  h.im  after  the  battle. 
The  only  fare  he  could  give  them  was  beef  roasted 
before  the  fire,  without  bread  or  salt. 

In  1S16,  Gen.  Harrison  was  chosen  a  member  of 
the  National  House  of  Representatives,  to  represent 
the  District  of  Ohio.  In  Congress  he  proved  an 
active  member;  and  whenever  he  spoke,  it  was  with 
force  of  reason  and  power  of  eloquence,  which  arrested 
the  attention  of  all  the  members. 

In  i8ig,  Harrison  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of 
Ohio;  and  in  1824,  as  one  of  the  presidential  electors 
of  that  State,  he  gave  his  vote  for  Henry  Clay.  The 
same  year  he  was  chosen  to  the  United  States  Senate. 

In  1836,  the  friends  of  Gen.  Harrison  brought  him 
forward  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency  against 
Van  Buren,  but  he  was  defeated.  K\.  the  close  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren's  term,  he  was  re -nominated  by  his 
party,  and  Mr.  Harrison  was  unanimously  nominated 
by  the  Whigs,  with  John  Tyler  for  the  Vice  Presidency. 
The  contest  was  very  animated.  Gen  Jackson  gave 
all  his  influence  to  prevent  Harrison's  election  ;  but 
his  triumph  was  signal. 

The  cabinet  which  he  formed,  with  Daniel  Webster 
at  its  head  as  Secretary  of  State,  was  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  with  which  any  President  had  ever  been 
surrounded.  Never  were  the  prospects  of  an  admin- 
istration more  flattering,  or  the  hopes  of  the  country 
more  sanguine.  In  the  midst  of  these  briglit  and 
joyous  prospects,  Gen.  Harrison  was  seized  by  a 
pleurisy-fever  and  after  a  few  days  of  violent  sick- 
ness, died  on  tlie  4th  of  .April ;  just  one  month  after 
his  inauguration  as  President  of  the  United  States. 
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.■y    OHN    TYLER,     the    tenth 
f^  Presidentof  the  United  States. 
He  was   horn    in   Charles-city 
t'o.,  \'a.,  Mari-li  29.  1790.    lie 
was  the    favored  child    of  al- 
fluence  anil   high    social    po- 
sition.    .At  the    early   age    of 
twelve,  John  entered  William 
and    Mary  College  and  grad- 
uated with  much  honor  when 
but  seventeen  years  old.   .Vfter 
graduating,  he  devoted   him- 
self with    jjreat    assiduity  to    the 
study    of    law,    [jarily    with     his 
father    and    putly  with    T'dniinul 
Randolph,  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished lawyers  of  \'irginia. 

At  nineteen  years  of  age,  ne 
commenced  the  practice  of  law. 
His  success  was  ra|)id  and  aston- 
ishing. It  is  said  that  three 
months  had  not  elapsed  ere  there 
was  scarcely  a  case  on  the  dock- 
I  et  of  tlie  court   in  which    he  was 

net  retained.  When  but  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he 
was  almost  unanimously  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  State 
Lagiplature.  He  connected  himself  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  v.armly  advocated  the  measures  of 
lelTerson  and  Madison.  For  five  s\iccessive  years  he 
w.is  elected  to  the  Legislature,  receiving  nearly  the 
unanimous  vote  or  his  comity. 

When  but  twenty-six  years  of  age,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  Congress.  Here  he  acted  earnestly  and 
ably  with  the  Democratic  party,  oiiiX)sing  a  national 
bank,  internal  improvements  by  the  General  <^vem- 


ment,  a  protective  tariff,  and  advoc.ilnig  a  strict  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution,  and  the  most  careful 
vigilance  <jver  State  rights.  His  labors  in  Congress 
were  so  arduous  that  before  the  close  of  his  second 
term  he  found  it  necessary  to  resign  and  retire  to  his 
estate  in  Charles-city  Co.,  to  recruit  his  healtli.  He, 
however,  soon  after  consented  to  take  his  seat  in  the 
State  Legislature,  where  his  inllnence  was  powerful 
in  promoting  public  works  of  great  utility.  With  a 
re|)utation  thus  canstantly  increasing,  he  was  chosen 
by  a  very  large  majority  of  votes,  (Governor  of  his 
native  State.  His  administration  was  signally  a  suc- 
cess! iil  one.     His   popularity  secured   his  re-election. 

John  Randol[)li,  a  brilliant,  erratic,  half-crazed 
man,  then  represented  Virginia  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States.  A  jiortion  of  the  Democratic  party 
was  displeased  with  Mr.  Randolph's  wayward  course, 
and  brought  forward  John  Tyler  as  his  op|X)nent, 
considering  him  the  only  man  in  \'irginia  of  sulTicient 
poi)ularity  to  succeed  against  the  renowned  orator  of 
Roanoke.     Mr.  T\ler  was  the  victor. 

In  accordance  with  his  professions,  \\\io\\  taking  his 
seat  i:i  the  Senate,  he  joined  the  ranks  of  the  opposi- 
tion. He  opixjsed  the  tariff;  he  s[)oke  against  and 
voted  against  tiie  bank  as  unconstitutional ;  he  stren- 
uously opposed  all  restrictions  upon  slavery,  resist- 
ing all  projects  of  internal  ini|)rovenients  by  the  (icn.- 
eral  (iovernment,  and  avowed  his  sympathy  with  Mr. 
Calhomi's  view  of  nullification;  he  declared  that  Gen. 
Jackson,  by  his  op|)Osition  to  the  nullifiers,  had 
abandoned  the  piinciples  of  the  Democratic  jiarty. 
Such  was  Mr.  Tyler's  record  in  Congress, — a  record 
in  perfect  accordance  with  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  avowed. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  resumed  the  practice  o) 
his  profession.     There  was  a  cplit  in  the   Dei>.:ocraii<. 
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party.  His  friends  still  regarded  him  as  a  true  Jef- 
fersonian,  gave  him  a  dinner,  and  showered  compli- 
ments upon  him.  He  had  now  attained  the  age  of 
forty-six.  His  career  had  been  very  brilliant.  In  con- 
sequence of  his  devotion  to  public  business,  his  pri- 
vate affairs  had  fallen  into  some  disorder;  and  it  was 
not  without  satisfaction  that  he  resumed  the  practice 
of  law,  and  devoted  himself  to  the  culture  of  his  plan- 
tation. Soon  after  this  he  removed  to  Williamsburg, 
for  the  better  education  of  his  children  ;  and  he  again 
look  his  seat  in  the  Legislature  of  Virginia. 

By  the  Southern  Whigs,  he  was  sent  to  the  national 
convention  at  Harrisburg  to  nominate  a  President  in 
1839.  The  majority  of  votes  were  given  to  Gen.  Har- 
rison, a  genuine  Whig,  much  to  the  disappointment  of 
the  South,  who  wished  for  Henry  Clay.  To  concili- 
ate the  Southern  Whigs  and  to  secui;^tbei'"  votp,  the 
convention  then  nominated  John  Tyler  for  Vice  Pres- 
ident. It  was  well  known  that  he  was  not  in  sympa- 
thy with  the  Whig  party  in  the  NoUh:  but  the  Vice 
President  has  but  very  little  power  in  the  Govern- 
ment, his  main  and  almost  only  duty  being  to  pre- 
side over  the  meetings  of  the  Senate.  Thus  it  hap- 
pened that  a  Whig  President,  and,  in  reality,  a 
Democratic  Vice  President  were  chosen. 

In  1 84 1,  Mr.  Tyler  was  inaugurated  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  In  one  short  month  from 
that  time,  President  Harrison  died,  and  Mr.  Tyler 
thus  -;und  himself,  to  his  own  surprise  and  that  of 
the  whole  Nation,  an  occupant  of  the  Presidential 
chair.  This  was  a  new  test  of  the  stability  of  our 
institutions,  as  it  was  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our 
country  that  such  an  event  had  occured.  Mr.  Tyler 
was  at  home  in  Williamsburg  when  he  received  the 
unexpected  tidings  of  the  death  of  President  Harri- 
son. He  hastened  to  Washington,  and  on  the  6th  of 
April  was  inaugurated  to  the  high  and  responsible 
office.  He  was  placed  in  a  position  of  exceeding 
delicacy  and  difficulty.  All  his  longlife  he  had  been 
opposed  tc  the  main  principles  of  the  party  which  had 
brought  him  into  power.  He  had  ever  been  a  con- 
sistent, hone:t  man,  with  an  unblemished  record, 
(ren.  Harrison  had  selected  a  Whig  cabinet.  Should 
he  retain  them,  and  thus  surround  himself  with  coun- 
sellors whose  views  were  antagonistic  to  his  own?  or, 
on  the  other  hand,  should  he  turn  against  the  party 
which  had  elected  him  and  select  a  cabinet  in  har- 
mony with  himself,  and  which  would  oppose  all  those 
views  which  the  Whigs  deemed  essential  to  the  pub- 
lic welfare?  This  was  his  fearful  dilemma.  He  in- 
vited the  cabinet  which  President  Harrison  had 
selected  to  retain  their  seats.  He  reccommended  a 
day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  that  God  would  guide  and 
bless  us. 

The  Whigs  carried  through  Congress  a  bill  for  the 
incorporation  of  a  fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States, 
The  President,  after  ten  days'  delay,  returned  it  wiili 
his  veto.      He   isucaested,   however,  that  he  would 


approve  of  a  bill  drawn  up  upon  such  a  plan  as  he 
proposed.  Such  a  bill  was  accordingly  prepared,  and 
privately  submitted  to  him.  He  gave  it  his  approval. 
It  was  passed  without  alteration,  and  he  sent  it  back 
with  his  veto.  Here  commenced  the  open  rupture. 
It  is  said  that  Mr.  Tyler  was  provoked  to  this  meas- 
ure by  a  published  letter  from  the  Hon.  John  M. 
Botts,  a  distinguished  Virginia  Whig,  who  severely 
touched  the  pride  of  the  President. 

The  opposition  now  exultingly  received  the  Presi- 
dent into  their  arms.  The  party  which  elected  him 
denounced  him  bitterly.  All  the  members  of  his 
cabinet,  excepting  Mr.  Webster,  resigned.  The  Whigs 
of  Congress,  both  the  Senate  and  the  House,  held  a 
meeting  and  issued  an  address  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  proclaiming  that  all  political  alliance 
between  the  Whigs  and  President  Tyler  were  at 
an  end. 

Still  the  President  attempted  to  conciliate.  He 
appointed  a  new  cabinet  of  distinguished  Whigs  and 
Conservatives,  carefully  leaving  out  all  strong  party 
men.  Mr.  Webster  soon  found  it  necessaiy  to  resign, 
forced  out  by  the  pressure  of  his  Whig  friends.  Thus 
the  four  years  of  Mr.  Tyler's  unfortunate  administra- 
tion passed  sadly  away.  No  one  was  satisfied.  The 
land  was  filled  with  murmurs  and  vituperation.  Whigs 
and  Democrats  alike  assailed  him.  More  and  more, 
however,  he  brought  himself  into  sympathy  with  his 
ol-d  friends,  the  Democrats,  until  at  the  close  of  his  term, 
he  gave  his  whole  influence  to  the  support  of  Mr. 
Polk,  the  Democratje  candidate  for  his  successor. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1S45,  he  retired  from  the 
harassments  of  office,  to  the  regret  of  neither  party,  and 
probably  to  his  own  unspeakable  relief.  His  first  wife, 
Miss  Letitia  Christian,  died  in  Washington,  in  1842; 
and  in  June,  1844,  President  Tyler  was  again  married, 
at  New  York,  to  Miss  Julia  Gardiner,  a  young  lady  of 
many  personal  and  intellectual  accomplishments. 

The  remainder  of  his  days  Mr.  Tyler  passed  mainly 
in  retirement  at  his  beautiful  home, — Sherwood  For- 
est, Charles-city  Co.,  Va.  A  polished  gentleman  in 
his  manners,  richly  furnished  with  information  from 
books  and  experience  in  the  world,  and  possessing 
brilliant  powers  of  conversation,  his  family  circle  was 
the  scene  of  unnsual  attractions.  With  sufficient 
means  for  the  exercise  of  a  generous  hosjiitality,  he 
might  have  enjoyed  a  serene  old  age  with  the  few 
friends  who  gathered  around  him,  were  it  not  for  the 
storms  of  civil  war  which  his  own  [jrinciples  and 
policy  had  heljied  to  introduce. 

When  the  great  Rebellion  rose,  which  the  State- 
rights  and  nullifying  doctrines  of  Mr.  John  C.  Cal- 
houn had  inaugurated,  President  Tyler  renounced  his 
allegiance  to  the  United  States,  and  joined  the  Confed- 
erates. He  was  chosen  a  member  of  their  Congress; 
and  while  engaged  in  active  measures  to  destroy,  b" 
force  of  arms,  the  Government  over  which  he  had 
onre  presided,   he   was  taken   sick  and  soon  died. 
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\  AMESK.  POLK,  the  eleventh 
vkl'resident  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  in  Mecklenburg  Co., 
N.  C,  Nov.  2,  1795.     His  par- 
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-f^.  ents  were   Samuel   and    Jane 

/  (Kno.\)  Polk,  the  former  a  son 

of  Col.  Thomas  Polk,  who  located 

at  the  above  jilace,  as  one  of  the 

first  [jioneers,  in  1735. 

In  the  year  i3o6,  with  his  wile 
and  children,  ai-,d  soon  after  fol- 
lowed by  most  of  the  members  ot 
the  Polk  fainly,  Samuel  Pulk  emi- 
grated some  two  or  three  hundred 
miles  farther  west,  to  the  rich  valley 
of  tlie  Duck  River.  Here  in  the 
midst  of  the  wilderness,  in  a  region 
which  was  subsequently  called  Mau- 
ry Co.,  they  reared  their  log  huis, 
and  established  their  homes.  In  I  lie 
hard  toil  of  a  new  farm  in  the  wil- 
derness, James  K.  Polk  spent  the 
early  years  of  his  childhood  and 
youth.  His  father,  adding  the  pur- 
suit of  a  surveyor  to  that  of  a  farmer, 
'  gradually  increased  in  wealth  until 

he  became  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  region.  His 
mother  was  a  superior  woman,  of  strong  coimium 
sense  and  earnest  [liety. 

Very  early  in  life,  James  developed  a  taste  for 
reading  and  expressed  the  strongest  desire  to  obtain 
a  liberal  education.  His  mother's  training  had  made 
i)im  methodical  in  his  habits,  had  taught  him  punct- 
uality and  industry,  and  had  inspired  him  with  lofty 
principles  of  morality.  His  health  was  frail ;  and  his 
father,  fearing  that  he  might  not  be  able  to  endure  a 


sedentary  life,  got  a  situation  for  him  behind  the 
counter,  hoping  to  fit  him  for  commercial  pursuits. 

This  was  to  James  a  bitter  disaiJixjintinei.t.  He 
had  no  taste  for  these  duties,  and  his  daily  tasks 
were  irksome  in  the  e.\treiiie.  He  remained  in  this 
uncongenial  occupation  but  a  few  weeks,  when  at  his 
earnest  solicitation  his  father  removed  him,  and  made 
arrangements  for  him  to  prosecute  his  studies.  Soon 
after  he  sent  him  to  Murfreesboro  Academy.  With 
ardor  whicli  could  scarcely  be  surpassed,  he  pressed 
forward  in  his  studies,  and  in  less  than  two  and  a  half 
years,  in  the  autumn  of  i<Si5,  entered  the  sophomore 
class  in  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  at  Chapel 
Hill.  Here  he  was  one  of  the  most  exeniplaiy  of 
scholars,  punctual  in  every  exercise,  never  allowing 
himself  to  be  absent  from  a  recitation  or  a  religious 
service. 

He  graduated  in  181S,  with  the  highest  honois,be«> 
ing  deemed  the  best  scholar  of  his  class,  litiiii  in 
mathematics  and  the  classics.  He  was  then  twenly- 
three  years  of  age.  Mr.  Polk's  health  was  at  ihi- 
time  much  impaired  by  the  assiduity  with  whic  li  lie 
had  prosecuted  his  studies.  After  a  short  season  of 
rela.xation  he  went  to  Nashville,  and  entered  the 
office  of  Felix  C/rundy,  to  study  law.  Here  Mr.  Poll 
renewed  his  acquaintance  with  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
resided  on  his  plantation,  the  Hermitage,  but  a  few 
miles  from  Nashville.  They  had  jirobably  beei 
slightly  accpiainted  before. 

.Mr.  Polk's  father  was  a  Jeffersonian  Republican 
and  lames  K.  Polk  ever  adhered  to  the  same  jjoliii- 
cal  faith.  He  was  a  popular  pulilic  speaker,  and  w::, 
constantly  called  u])on  to  address  the  meetings  of  l.i . 
party  friends.  His  skill  as  a  speaker  was  such  tl:;  r 
he  was  [X3i)ulady  called  the  Napoleon  of  the  stump. 
He  was  a  man  of  unblemished    morals,   genial   aid 
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courterus  in  his  bearing,  and  with  that  sympathetic 
natu'"e  in  the  jojs  and  griefs  of  others  whichever  gave 
him  troops  of  friends.  In  1S23,  Mr.  Polk  was  elected 
to  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee.  Here  he  gave  his 
strong  influence  towards  the  election  of  his  friend, 
Mr.  Jackson,  to  the  Presidency  of  the  United  States. 

In  January,  1824,  Mr.  Polk  married  Miss  Sarah 
Childress,  of  Rutherford  Co.,  Tenn.  His  bride  was 
altogether  worthy  of  him, — a  lady  of  beauty  and  cul- 
ture. In  the  fall  of  1825,  Mr.  Polk  was  chosen  a 
member  of  Congress.  The  satisfaction  which  he  gave 
to  his  constituents  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that 
for  fourteen  successive  years,  until  1839,  he  was  con- 
tinuec'  in  that  office.  He  then  voluntarily  withdrew, 
only  that  he  might  accept  the  Gubernatorial  chair 
of  I'^nnessee.  In  Congress  he  was  a  laborious 
merober,  a  frequent  and  a  popular  speaker.  He  was 
always  in  his  seat,  always  courteous ;  and  whenever 
he  spoke  it  was  always  to  the  point,  and  without  any 
ambitious  rhetorical  display. 

During  five  sessions  of  Congress,  Mr.  Polk  was 
Speaker  of  the  House  Strong  passions  were  roused, 
and  stormy  scenes  were  witnessed  ;  but  Mr.  Polk  per- 
formed his  arduous  duties  to  a  very  general  satisfac- 
tion, and  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  to  him  was 
passed  by  the  House  as  he  withdrew  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1839. 

In  accordance  with  Southern  usage,  Mr.  Polk,  as  a 
candidate  for  Governor,  canvassed  the  State.  He  was 
elected  by  a  large  majority,  and  on  the  14th  of  Octo- 
ber, I S39,  took  the  oath  of  office  at  Nashville.  Ini84i, 
his  term  of  office  expired,  and  he  was  again  the  can- 
didate of  the  Democratic  party,  but  was  defeated. 

On  the  4th of  March,  iS45,Mr.  Polk  was  inaugur- 
ated President  of  the  United  States.  The  verdict  of 
the  country  in  favor  of  the  annexation  of  Texas,  exerted 
its  influence  upon  Congress  ;  and  the  last  act  of  the 
administration  of  President  Tyler  was  to  affix  his  sig- 
nature to  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  on  the 
3d  of  March,  approving  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  .American  Union.  As  Mexico  still  claimed  Texas 
as  one  of  her  provinces,  the  Mexican  minister, 
Almonte,  immediately  demanded  his  passports  and 
left  the  country,  declaring  the  act  of  the  annexation 
to  be  an  act  hostile  to  Mexico. 

In  his  first  message.  President  Polk  urged  that 
Texas  should  immediately,  by  act  of  Congress,  be  re- 
ceived into  the  Union  on  the  same  footing  with  the 
other  States.  In  the  meantime,  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent 


with  an  army  into  Texas  to  hold  the  country.  He  was 
sent  first  to  Nueces,  which  the  Mexicans  said  was  the 
western  boundary  of  Texas.  Then  he  was  sent  nearly 
two  hundred  miles  further  west,  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
where  he  erected  batteries  which  commanded  the 
Mexican  city  of  Matamoras,  which  was  situated  on 
the  western  banks. 

The  anticipated  collision  soon  took  place,  and  wa: 
was  declared  against  Mexico  by  President  Polk.-  The 
war  was  pushed  forward  by  Mr.  Polk's  administration 
with  great  vigor.  Gen.  Taylor,  whose  army  was  first 
called  one  of  "observation,"  then  of  "occupation," 
then  of  "invasion,  "was  sent  forward  to  Monterey.  The 
feeble  Mexicans,  in  every  encounter,  were  hopelessly 
and  awfully  slaughtered.  The  day  of  judgement 
alone  can  reveal  the  misery  which  this  war  caused. 
It  v.'as  by  the  ingenuity  of  Mr.  Polk's  administration 
that  the  war  was  brought  on. 

'To  the  victors  belong  the  spoils."  Mexico  was 
prostrate  before  us.  Her  capital  was  in  our  hands 
We  now  consented  to  peace  upon  the  condition  that 
Mexico  should  surrender  to  us,  in  addition  to  Texas, 
all  of  New  Mexico,  and  all  of  Upper  and  Lower  C;d- 
ifornia.  This  new  demand  embraced,  exclusive  of 
Texas,  eight  hundred  thousand  square  miles.  This 
was  an  extent  of  territory  equal  to  nine  States  of  ilie 
sizeof  New  York.  Thus  slavery  was  securing  eighteen 
majestic  States  to  be  added  to  the  LInion.  There  were 
some  Americans  who  thought  it  all  right :  there  were 
others  who  thought  it  all  wrong.  In  the  i)roserution 
of  this  war,  we  expended  twenty  thousand  lives  and 
more  than  a  hundred  million  of  dollars.  Of  this 
money  fifteen  millions  were  paid  to  Mexico. 

On  the  3d  of  M.irch,  1849,  Mr.  Polk  retired  from 
office,  having  served  one  term.  The  next  day  was 
Sunday.  On  the  5th,  Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated 
as  his  successor.  Mr  Polk  rode  to  the  Capitol  in  the 
same  carriage  with  Gen.  Taylor;  and  the  same  even- 
ing, with  Mrs.  Polk,  he  commenced  his  return  to 
Tennessee.  He  was  then  but  fifty-four  years  of  age. 
He  had  ever  been  strictly  temperate  in  all  his  habits, 
and  his  health  was  good  ^\'ith  an  ample  fortune, 
a  choice  library,  a  cultivated  mind,  and  domestic  lic^ 
of  the  dearest  nature,  it  seemed  as  though  long  year^ 
of  tranquility  and  happiness  were  before  him.  But  the 
cholera — that  fearful  scourge — was  then  sweeping  u|i 
the  Valley  of  the  Mississi|ipi.  This  he  contracted, 
and  died  on  the  15th  of  June,  1849,  in  the  fifty-fourtli 
year  of  his  age,  greatly  mourned  by  his  countrymen. 
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VCHARY  TAYLOR,  iwcllth 
%]  President  of  the  United  States, 
l^'^was  born  on  the  24tii  of  Nov., 
1784,  in  Orange  Co.,  Ya.  His 
3«  father,  Colonel  Taylor,  was 
a  Yirginian  of  note,  and  a  dis- 
tni_,nished  patriot  and  soldier  of 
the  Revolution.  When  Zachary 
was  an  infant,  his  father  with  his 
wife  and  two  children,  emigrated 
to  Kentucky,  where  he  settled  in 
the  pathless  wilderness,  a  few 
miles  from  Louisville.  \\\  this  front- 
ier home,  away  from  civilization  and 
all  its  refinements,  young  Zachary 
could  enjo)-  hut  few  social  and  educational  advan- 
tages. U'hen  six  years  of  age  he  attended  a  common 
5cha)l,  and  was  then  regarded  as  a.  bright,  ac:tive  boy, 
father  remarkable  for  bhnitness  and  decision  of  cliar- 
acter  He  was  strong,  feailess  and  self-reliant,  and 
■nanifesled  a  strong  desire  to  enter  the  army  to  fight 
the  Indians  who  were  ravaging  the  frontiers.  There 
is  little  to  be  recorded  of  the  uneventful  years  of  his 
childhood  on  his  father's  large  but  lonely  i)lantation. 
\\\  1S08,  his  father  succeeded  in  obtaining  for  him 
the  commission  of  lieutenant  in  the  United  States 
army  ;  and  he  joined  the  troojis  which  were  stationed 
at  New  Orleans  under  Gen.  Wilkinson.  Soon  after 
this  he  married  Miss  Margaret  Sniitli,  a  young  lady 
from  one  of  the  first  families  of  Maryland. 

Immediately  after  the  declaration  of  war  with  Kng- 
iand,  in  1812,  Capt.  Taylor  (for  he  had  tlien  been 
[iromoted  to  that  rank)  was  put  in  command  of  Fort 
Harrison,  on  the  Wabash,  about  fifty  miles  above 
Vincennes.  This  fort  had  been  built  in  the  wilder- 
ness by  Gen.  Harrison, on  his  march  to  Tippecanoe. 
It  was  one  of  the  first  points  of  attack  by  the  Indians, 
;ed  by  Tecumseh.     Its  garrison  consisted  of  a  broken 


company  of  infantry  numbering    fifty   men,    many  of 
whom  Were  sick. 

lvirl\  in  the  auttnun  of  iSu,  llie  Indians,  stealthily, 
and  in  large  mmibers,  moved  upon  the  fort.  Tlic.i 
approach  was  first  indicated  by  the  murder  of  two 
soldiers  just  outside  of  the  stockade.  Capt.  Taylui 
made  every  possible  preparation  to  meet  the  antic  1- 
paled  assault.  On  the  4th  of  September,  a  band  ol 
forty  painted  and  plumed  savages  came  to  the  fort, 
waving  a  white  flag,  and  informed  Capt.  'I'aylor  that 
in  the  morning  their  chief  woidd  come  to  have  a  talk 
with  him.  It  was  evident  that  their  object  was  merely 
to  ascertain  the  state  of  things  at  the  fort,  and  Capt. 
Taylor,  well  versed  in  the  wiles  of  the  savages,  kept 
them  at  a  distance. 

The  Sim  went  down;  the  savages  disappeareti.  tiie 
garrison  slept  upon  their  arms.  t)ne  hour  before 
midnight  the  war  whoop  burst  from  a  thousand  liii-. 
in  the  forest  around,  followeil  by  the  discliarge  oi 
musketry,  and  the  rush  of  the  foe.  I-^very  man,  sick 
and  well,  sprang  to  liis  post.  Every  man  knew  that 
defeat  was  not  merely  death,  but  in  the  case  of  ca|i- 
ture,  death  by  the  most  agonizing  and  prolonged  tor- 
ture. No  pen  can  describe,  no  immagination  can 
conceive  the  scenes  which  ensued.  The  savages  suc- 
ceeded in  setting  fire  to  one  of  the  block-houses- 
Until  si.K  o'clock  in  the  morning,  this  awful  conflict 
continued.  The  savages  tlien,  baflled  at  every  point, 
and  gnashing  their  teeth  with  rage,  retired.  Capt. 
Taylor,  for  tiiis  gallant  defence,  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  major  i)y  brevet. 

Until  the  close  of  the  war,  MajorTwslor  was  placed 
in  such  situations  that  he  saw  but  little  more  of  active 
service.  He  was  sent  far  away  into  lire  de|)lhsof  the 
wilderness,  to  F'ort  Crawford,  on  I'ox  River,  wliich 
empties  into  Oreen  Bay.  Here  there  w,is  Imt  lillle 
to  be  done  but  to  wear  away  the  tedious  hours  as  one 
best  could.     There  were  no  books,  no  society,  no  in- 
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tellectual  stimulus.  Thus  with  him  the  uneventful 
years  rolled  on  Gradually  he  rose  to  the  rank  ot" 
colonel.  In  the  Black-Hawk  war,  which  resulted  in 
the  capture  of  that  renowned  chieftain,  Col  Taylor 
took  a  subordinate  but  a  brave  and  efficient  part. 

For  twenty-four  years  Col.  Taylor  was  engaged  in 
the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  in  scenes  so  remote,  and  in 
employments  so  obscure,  that  his  name  was  unknown 
beyond  the  limits  of  his  own  immediate  acquaintance. 
In  the  year  1836,  he  was  sent  to  Florida  to  com]3el 
the  Seminole  Indians  to  vacate  that  region  and  re- 
tire beyond  the  Mississippi,  as  their  chiefs  by  treaty, 
hac^  promised  they  should  do.  The  services  rendered 
he^e  secured  for  Col.  Taylor  the  high  appreciation  of 
the  Government;  and  as  a  reward,  he  was  elevated 
tc  , he  rank  of  brigadier-general  by  brevet ;  and  soon 
after,  in  May,  1838,  was  appointed  to  the  chief  com- 
mand of  the  United  States  troops  in  Florida. 

After  two  years  of  such  wearisome  employment 
amidst  the  everglades  of  the  peninsula.  Gen.  Taylor 
obtained,  at  his  own  request,  a  change  of  command, 
r.nd  was  stationed  over  the  Department  of  the  South- 
west. This  field  embraced  Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
.\labama  and  Georgia.  Establishing  his  headquarters 
at  Fort  Jessup,  in  Louisiana,  he  removed  his  family 
to  a  plantation  which  he  purchased,  near  Baton  Rogue. 
Here  he  remained  for  five  years,  buried,  as  it  were, 
from  the  world,  but  faithfully  discharging  every  duty 
imposed  upon  him. 

In  1846,  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent  to  guard  the  land 
between  the  Nueces  and  Rio  Grande,  the  latter  river 
being  the  boundary  of  Texas,  which  was  then  claimed 
by  the  United  .States.  Soon  the  war  with  Mexico 
was  brought  on,  and  at  Palo  .^Ito  and  Resaca  de  la 
Palma,  Gen.  Taylor  won  brilliant  victories  over  the 
Mexicans.  The  rank  of  major-general  by  brevet 
was  then  conferred  upon  Gen.  Taylor,  and  his  name 
was  received  with  enthusiasm  almost  everywhere  in 
the  Nation.  Then  came  the  Ijattles  of  Monterey  and 
Buena  Vista  in  which  he  won  signal  victories  over 
forces  much  larger  than  he  commanded. 

His  careless  habits  of  dress  and  his  unaffected 
simplicity,  secured  for  Gen.  Taylor  among  his  troops, 
x\\e.  sobriquet  of  "Old  Rough  and  Ready.' 

The  tidings  of  the  brilliant  victory  of  Buena  Visla 
;pread  the  wildest  enthusiasm  over  the  country.  The 
name  of  Gen.  Taylor  was  on  every  one's  lips.  The 
Whig  party  decided  to  take  advantage  of  this  wonder- 
ful po]Jularity  in  bringing  forward  the  unpolished,  un- 
lettered, honest  soldier  as  their  candidate  for  the 
Presidency.  Gen.  Taylor  was  astonished  at  the  an- 
nouncement, and  for  a  time  would  not  listen  to  it;  de- 
claring that  he  was  not  at  all  qualified  for  such  an 
sffice.  So  little  interest  had  he  taken  in  politics  that, 
for  forty  years,  he  had  net  cast  a  vote.  It  was  not 
without  chagrin  that  several  distinguished  statesmen 
who  had  been  long  years  in  the  pulilic  service  found 
•l.iir  claims  set  aside  in  behalf  of  one  whose   name 


had  never  been  heard  of,  save  in  connection  with  Palo 
Alto,  Resaca  de  la  Palraa,  Monterey  and  Buena 
Vista.  It  is  said  that  Daniel  Webster,  in  his  haste  re- 
marked, "  It  is  a  nomination  not  fit  to  be  made." 

Gen.  Taylor  was  not  an  eloquent  speaker  nor  a  fine 
writer  His  friends  took  possession  of  him,  and  pre- 
pared such  few  communications  as  it  was  needful 
should  be  presented  to  the  public.  The  popularity  of 
the  successful  warrior  swept  the  land.  He  was  tri- 
umphantly elected  over  two  opposing  candidates, — 
Gen.  Cass  and  E.\-President  Martin  Van  Buren. 
Though  he  selected  an  excellent  cabinet,  the  good 
old  man  found  himself  in  a  very  uncongenial  position, 
and  was,  at  times,  sorely  perplexed  and  harassed. 
His  mental  sufferings  were  very  severe,  and  probably 
tended  to  hasten  his  death.  The  pro-slavery  party 
was  pushing  its  claims  with  tireless  energy ,  expedi- 
tions were  fitting  out  to  capture  Cuba  ;  California  was 
pleading  for  admission  to  the  Union,  while  slavery 
stood  at  the  door  to  bar  her  out.  Gen.  Taylor  found 
the  political  conflicts  in  Washington  to  be  far  more 
trying  to  the  nerves  than  battles  with  Mexicans  or 
Indians. 

In  the  midst  of  all  these  troubles.  Gen.  Taylor, 
after  he  had  occupied  the  Presidential  chair  but  little 
over  a  year,  took  cold,  and  after  a  brief  sickness  of 
but  little  over  five  days,  died  on  the  9th  of  July,  1S50. 
His  last  words  were,  "  I  am  not  afraid  to  die.  I  am 
ready.  I  have  endeavored  to  do  my  duty."  He  died 
universally  respected  and  beloved.  An  honest,  un- 
pretending man,  he  had  been  steadily  growing  in  the 
affections  of  the  people ;  and  the  Nation  bitterly  la- 
mented his  death. 

Gen.  Scott,  who  was  thoiouglily  acquainted  with 
Gen.  Taylor,  gave  the  following  graphic  and  truthful 
description  of  his  character: — "  With  a  good  store  ot 
common  sense.  Gen.  Taylor's  mind  had  not  been  en- 
larged and  refreshed  by  reading,  or  much  converse 
with  the  world.  Rigidity  of  ideas  was  the  conse- 
(]uence.  The  frontiers  and  small  military  posts  had 
been  his  home.  Hence  he  was  quite  ignorant  for  his 
rank,  and  quite  bigoted  in  his  ignorance.  His  sim- 
plicity was  child-like,  and  with  innumerable  preju- 
dices, amusing  and  incorrigible,  well  suited  to  the 
tender  age.  Thus,  if  a  man,  however  respectable, 
chanced  to  wear  a  coat  of  an  unusual  color,  or  his  hat 
a  little  on  one  side  of  his  head ;  or  an  officer  to  leave 
a  corner  of  his  handkerchief  dangling  from  an  out- 
side pocket, — in  any  such  case,  this  critic  held  the 
offender  to  be  a  coxcomb  (perhaps  something  worse), 
whom  he  would  not,  to  use  his  oft  repeated  phrase, 
'touch  with  a  pair  of  tongs.' 

".A.ny  allusion  to  literature  beyond  good  old  Dil- 
worth's  spelling-book,  on  the  part  of  one  wearing  a 
sword,  was  evidence,  with  the  same  judge,  of  utter 
unfitness  for  heavy  marchings  and  combats.  Inshor^ 
few  men  have  ever  had  a  more  comfortab'le,  lauc;- 
saving  contempt   for  learning  of  every   kind." 
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I    II  LARD  FILLMORE,  thir- 


'resident  of  the  United 
'^-  ^ttles,  w.is  liLirn  at  Suiniiier 
Hill,  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  V.,  on 
tilt  7th  of  January,  iSoo.  His 
*^  fuller  was  a  fanner,  and  ou-- 
in^  to  misfortune,  in  liunilile  cir- 
cunist  mces.  Of  his  mother,  the 
daughter  of  Dr.  .Miiathar  Millard, 
^\,  of  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  it  has  been 
said  that  she  jwssessed  an  intellect 
ofverj'high  order,  united  with  much 
personal  loveliness,  sweetness  of  dis- 
position, graceful  manners  and  ex- 
quisite sensibilities.  She  died  in 
1S31  ;  having  lived  to  see  her  son  a 
young  man  of  distinguished  prom- 
ise, though  she  was  not  permitted  to  witness  the  high 
dignity  which  he  finally  attained. 

In  consequence  of  the  secluded  home  and  limited 
'neans  of  his  father,  Millard  enjoyed  but  slepder  ad- 
vantages for  education  in  his  early  years.  The  com- 
mon schools,  which  he  occasionally  attended  were 
very  imperfect  institutions;  and  books  were  scarce 
:.nd  expensive.  There  was  nothing  then  in  his  char- 
acter to  indicate  the  brilliant  career  upon  which  he 
was  about  to  enter.  He  was  a  plain  farmer's  boy  ; 
intelligent,  good-looking,  kind-hearted.  The  sacred 
influences  of  home  had  taught  him  to  revere  the  Bible, 
and  had  laid  the  foundations  of  an  u[)right  character. 
W  hen  fourteen  years  of  age,  his  father  sent  him 
some  hundred  miles  from  home,  to  the  then  wilds  of 
Livingston  County,  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  clothier. 
Neai-  the  mill  there  was  a  small   villiage,  where  some 


enterprising  man  had  commenced  the  collection  of  a 
village  library.  This  proved  an  inestimable  blessing 
to  \oung  Fillmore.  His  evenings  were  spent  in  read- 
ing. Soon  every  leisure  moment  was  occupied  with 
books.  His  thirst  for  knowledge  became  insatiate 
and  the  selections  which  he  made  were  continually 
more  elevating  and  instructive.  He  read  history 
biography,  oratory,  and  thus  gradually  there  was  en- 
kindled in  his  heart  a  desire  to  be  something  myre 
than  a  mere  worker  with  his  hands;  and  he  w^as  be- 
coming, almost  unknown  to  himself,  a  well-informed, 
educated  man. 

The  young  clothier  had  now  attained  the  age  of 
nineteen  years,  and  was  of  fine  personal  appearance 
and  of  gentlemanly  demeanor.  It  so  hap])ened  tha', 
there  was  a  gentleman  in  tlie  neighborhood  of  ample 
pecuniary  means  and  of  benevolence, — Judge  Walter 
W'ooil, — who  was  struck  with  the  itrepossessing  an- 
pearance  of  young  Fillmore.  He  made  his  acquaint- 
ance, and  was  so  much  impressed  with  his  ability  and 
attainments  that  he  advised  him  to  abandon  his 
trade  and  devote  himself  to  the  study  of  the  law.  The 
young  man  replied,  that  he  had  no  means  of  his  own, 
10  friends  to  help  him  and  that  his  previous  educa- 
tion had  been  very'  imperfect.  But  Judge  Wood  had 
so  much  confidence  in  him  that  he  kindly  offered  to 
take  him  into  his  own  office,  and  to  loan  him  such 
money  as  he  needed.  Most  gratefully  the  generous 
offer  was  accepted. 

There  is  in  many  minds  a  strange  delusion  abou'. 
a  collegiate  education.  A  young  man  is  supposed  to 
be  liberally  educated  if  lie  has  graduated  at  some  col- 
lege. But  many  a  boy  loiters  through  university  hall  ■■ 
Hnd  then  enters  a  law  oflfice,  who  is  by  no  means  is 
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well  prepared  to  prosecute  his  legal  studies  as  was 
Millard  Fillmore  when  he  graduated  at  the  clothing- 
mill  at  the  end  of  four  years  of  manual  labor,  during 
which  every  leisure  moment  had  been  devoted  to  in- 
tense mental  culture. 

In  1823,  when  twenty-three  years  of  age,  he  v/as 
admitted  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  He  then 
went  to  the  village  of  Aurora,  and  commenced  the 
practice  of  law.  In  this  secluded,  peaceful  region, 
his  practice  of  course  was  limited,  and  there  was  no 
opportunity  for  a  sudden  rise  iji  fortune  or  in  fame. 
Here,  in  the  year  1826,  he  married  a  lady  of  great 
moral  worth,  and  one  capable  of  adorning  any  station 
she  might  be  called  to  fill, — Miss  Abigail  Powers. 

His  elevation  of  character,  his  untiring  industry, 
his  legal  acquirements,  and  his  skill  as  an  advocate, 
graduallv  attracted  attention  ;  and  he  was  invited  to 
enter  into  partnership  under  highly  advantageous 
circumstances,  with  an  elder  member  of  the  bar  in 
Piuffalo.  Just  before  removing  to  Buffalo,  in  1S29, 
he  took  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  as  a  representative  from  Erie 
County.  Thougli  he  had  never  taken  a  very  active 
|)art  in  nolitics,  his  \'ute  and  his  sympathies  were  witli 
the  Whig  party.  The  State  was  then  Democratic, 
and  he  found  himself  in  a  lielplcss  minority  in  the 
Legishilurc,  still  the  testimony  comes  from  all  parties, 
that  his  courtesy,  aliilily  and  integrity,  won,  to  a  very 
unusual  degri  e  the  respect  of  his  associates. 

In  the  autimin  of  1832,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in 
Ihe  United  States  Congress  He  entered  that  troubled 
irena  in  some  of  the  most  tumultuous  hours  of  our 
national  history.  The  great  conflict  respecting  the 
national  bank  and  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  was 
then  raging. 

His  term  of  two  years  closed  ;  and  he  returned  to 
his  profession,  whicli  he  pursued  with  increasing  rep- 
utation and  success.  .\fter  a  lapse  of  two  years 
he  again  became  a  candidate  for  Congress;  was  re- 
elected, and  took  his  seat  in  1837.  His  past  expe- 
rience as  a  representative  gave  him  stiength  and 
confidence.  The  first  term  of  service  in  Congress  to 
any  man  can  be  but  little  more  than  an  introduction. 
He  was  now  prepared  for  active  duty.  All  his  ener- 
gies were  brought  to  bear  uijon  the  public  good.  Every 
measure  received  his  impress. 

Mr.  Fillmore  was  now  a  man  of  wide  repute,  and 
his  popularity  filled  the  State,  and  in  the  year  1847, 
he    was   elected   Comptroller   of    the   State. 


Mr.  Fillmore  had  attained  the  age  of  forty-seven 
years.  His  labors  at  the  bar,  in  the  Legislature,  in 
Congress  and  as  Comptroller,  had  given  him  very  con- 
siderable fame.  The  Whigs  were  casting  about  to 
find  suitable  candidates  for  President  and  Vice-Presi- 
dent at  the  approaching  election.  Far  away,  on  the 
waters  of  the  Rio  Grande,  there  was  a  rough  old 
soldier,  who  had  fought  one  or  two  successful  battles 
with  the  Mexicans,  which  had  caused  his  name  to  be 
proclaimed  in  tiumpet-tones  all  over  the  land.  But 
it  was  necessary  to  associate  with  him  on  the  same 
ticket  some  man  of  reputation  as  a  statesman. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  considerations,  the 
namesofZachary  Taylor  and  Millard  Fillmore  became 
the  rallying-cry  of  the  Whigs,  as  their  candidates  for 
President  and  Vice-Peesident.  The  Whig  ticket  was 
signally  triumphant.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1849, 
Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated  President,  and  Millard 
Fillmore  Vice-President,  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  1850,  President  Taylor,  but 
about  one  year  and  four  months  after  his  inaugura- 
tion, was  suddenly  taken  sick  and  died.  By  the  Con- 
stitution, Vice-President  Fillmore  thus  became  Presi- 
dent. He  appointed  a  very  able  cabinet,  of  which 
the  illustrious  Daniel  Webster  was  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Fillmore  had  very  serious  difficulties  to  contend 
with,  since  the  opposition  had  a  majority  in  both 
Houses.  He  did  everything  in  his  power  to  conciliate 
the  South;  but  the  pro-slavery  party  in  the  South  felt 
the  inadequacy  of  all  measuresof  transient  conciliation. 
The  population  of  the  free  States  was  so  rapidly  in- 
creasing over  that  of  the  slave  States  that  it  was  in- 
evitable that  the  power  of  the  Government  should 
soon  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  free  States.  The 
famous  compromise  measures  were  adopted  under  Mr. 
Fillmore's  adminstration,  and  the  Japan  Expeditioii 
was  sent  out.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1853,  Mr.  Fill- 
more, having  served  one  term,  retired. 

In  1S56,  Mr.  Fillmore  was  nominated  for  the  Pres- 
idency by  the  "  Know  Nothing  "  party,  but  was  beaten 
by  Mr.  Buchanan.  After  that  Mr.  Fillmore  lived  in 
retirement.  During  the  terrible  conflict  of  civil  war, 
he  was  mostly  silent.  It  was  generally  supposed  that 
his  sympathies  were  rather  with  those  who  were  en- 
deavoring to  overthrow  our  institutions.  President 
Fillmore  kept  aloof  from  the  conflict,  without  any 
cordial  words  of  cheer  to  the  one  party  or  the  other. 
He  was  thus  forgotten  by  both.  He  lived  to  a  ri])e 
old  age,  and  died  in  Buffalo.  N.  Y.,  March  8,    1874. 
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RANKLIN     PIP:RCK,    ihc 
Ijurtcenth    President  of  the 
'  L' lilted  States,   was  born  in 
Hillsborous;!!,    N.    H.,    Nov. 
^3,  1S04.      His  father  was  a 
Revolutionary   soldier,    who, 
with    his    own     strong    arm, 
hewed    out  a    home    in    tlic 
wilderness.     He  was  a  man 
of     inflexible    integrity;     of 
st''ong,   though    uncultivated 
mind,  and  an  unconipromis- 
nig  Democrat.      The   mother  of 
1-rinklin  Pierce  was  all  that  a  son 
could  desire, — an  intelligent,  pru- 
dent, affectionate,  Cliristian  wom- 
an.    Franklin  was  the  sixth  of  eight  children. 

Franklin  was  a  very  bright  and  handsome  boy,  gen- 
erous, warm-hearted  and  brave.  He  won  alike  the 
love  of  old  and  young.  The  boys  on  the  play  ground 
loved  him.  His  teachers  loved  him.  The  neighbors 
looked  uix)n  him  with  pride  and  affection.  He  was 
by  instinct  a  gentleman;  always  speaking  kind  words, 
doing  kind  deeds,  witli  a  peculiar  unstudied  tact 
which  taught  him  what  was  agreeable.  Without  de- 
veloping any  precocity  of  genius,  or  any  unnatural 
devotion  to  books,  he  was  a  good  scholar;  in  body, 
in  mind,  in  affections,  a  finely-developed  boy. 

When  sixteen  years  of  age,  in  the  year  1S20,  he 
entered  Bowdoin  College,  at  Brunswick,  Me  He  was 
one  of  the  most  ]X)pular  young  men  in  the  college. 
The  purity  cf  his  moral  character,  the  unvarying 
courtesy  of  his  demeanor,  his  rank  as  a  scholar,  and 


genial  nature,  rendered  him  a  universal  favorite. 
There  was  something  very  peculiarly  winning  in  his 
address,  and  it  was  evidently  not  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree studied :  it  was  the  simple  outgushing  of  jiis 
own  magnanimous  and  loving  nature. 

U|)on  graduating,  in  the  year  1S24,  Franklin  Pierce 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Judge 
Woodbury,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  lawyers  of 
the  State,  and  a  man  of  great  ])rivate  worth.  Th<i 
eminent  social  qualities  of  the  young  lawyer,  his 
father's  prominence  as  a  public  man,  and  thelirilliant 
political  career  into  which  Judge  Woodbury  was  en- 
tering, all  tended  to  entice  Mr.  Pierce  into  the  faci- 
nating  yet  perilous  path  of  political  life.  Witli  all 
tlie  ardor  of  his  nature  he  es[)0used  the  cause  of  Gen. 
Jackson  for  tlie  Presidency.  He  commenced  the 
practice  of  law  in  Hillsborough,  and  was  soon  elected 
to  represent  the  town  in  the  State  Legislature.  Here 
he  served  for  four  yeais.  The  last  two  years  he  was 
chosen  speaker  of  the  house  by  a  very  large  vote. 

In  1833,  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  Congress.  \Vithout  taking  an  active 
part  in  debates,  he  was  faithful  and  laborious  in  duty, 
and  ever  rising  in  the  estimation  of  those  with  whom 
he  was  associalad. 

In  1837,  being  then  but  thirty-three  years  of  age, 
he  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States; 
taking  his  seat  just  as  Mr.  Van  Buren  commenced 
his  administration.  He  was  the  youngest  member  in 
the  Senate.  In  the  year  1834,  he  married  Miss  Jane 
Means  Ap[)leton,  a  lady  of  rare  beauty  and  accom- 
plishments, and  one  admirably  fitted  to  adorn  every 
station  with  which  her  husband  was  honoied.   Of  the 
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three  sons  who  were  born  to  them,  all  now  sleep  with 
their  parents  in  the  grave. 

In  the  year  1838,  Mr.  Pierce,  with  growing  fame 
and  increasing  business  as  a  lawyer,  took  up  his 
residence  in  Concord,  the  capital  of  New  Hampshire. 
President  Polk,  upon  his  accession  to  office,  appointed 
Mr.  Pierce  attorney-general  of  the  United  States;  but 
the  offer  was  declined,  in  consequence  of  numerous 
professional  engagements  at  home,  and  the  precariuos 
state  of  Mrs.  Pierce's  health.  Pie  also,  about  the 
same  time  declined  the  nomination  for  governor  by  the 
Democratic  party.  The  war  with  Mexico  called  Mr. 
Pierce  in  the  army.  Receiving  the  appointment  of 
brigadier-yeneral,  he  embarked,  with  a  portion  of  his 
troops,  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  on  the  27th  of  May,  1S47. 
He  took  an  important  [)art  in  this  war,  proving  him- 
self a  lirave  and  true  soldier. 

When  Cien.  Pierce  reached  his  home  in  his  native 
State,  he  was  received  enthusiastically  by  the  advo- 
cates of  the  Mexican  war,  and  coldly  by  his  oppo- 
nents. He  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
very  frequenlly  taking  an  active  part  in  political  ques- 
tions, giving  his  cordial  support  to  the  pro-slavery 
wing  of  the  Democratic  party.  The  compromise 
measures  met  cordially  with  his  approval;  and  he 
strenuously  advocated  the  enforcement  of  the  infa- 
mous fugitive-slave  law,  which  so  shocked  the  religious 
sensibilities  of  the  North.  He  thus  became  distin- 
guished as  a  "  Northern  man  with  Southern  principles.'' 
The  strong  partisans  of  slavery  in  the  South  conse- 
quently regarded  him  as  a  man  whom  they  could 
safely  trust  in  office  to  carry  out  their  i>lans. 

On  tlie  r  2th  of  June,  1S52,  the  Democratic  conven- 
tion met  in  Baltimore  to  nominate  a  candidate  for  the 
Presidency.  For  four  days  they  continued  in  session, 
and  in  tliirty-five  ballotings  no  one  had  obtained  a 
two-thirds  vote.  Not  a  vote  thus  far  had  been  thrown 
for  (fen.  Pierce.  Then  the  Virginia  delegation 
brought  fjrward  his  name.  There  were  fourteen 
move  ballotings,  during  which  (ien.  Pierce  constantly 
gained  strength,  until,  at  the  forty-ninth  ballot,  he 
received  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  votes,  and  all 
other  candidates  eleven.  Cen.  Winfield  Scott  was 
the  AVhig  candidate,  (".en.  Pierce  was  chosen  with 
great  unanimity.  Only  four  States — Vermont,  Mas- 
sachusetts, Kentucky  and  Tennessee  —  cast  their 
electoral  votes  against  him  Gen.  Franklin  Pieice 
was  therefore  inaugurated  President  of  the  United' 
States   on    the  4th  of  March,    1853. 


His  administration  proved  one  of  the  most  stormy  our 
country  had  ever  experienced.  The  controversy  be- 
tween slavery  and  freedom  was*^hen  approaching  its 
culminating  point.  It  became  evident  that  there  was 
an  "  irrepressible  conflict  "  between  them,  and  that 
this  Nation  could  not  long  exist  "  half  slave  and  half 
free."  President  Pierce,  during  the  whole  of  his  ad- 
ministration, did  every  thing  he  could  to  conciliate 
the  South  ;  but  it  was  all  in  vain.  The  conflict  every 
year  grew  more  violent,  and  threats  of  the  dissolution 
of  the  Union  were  borne  to  the  North  on  every  South- 
ern breeze. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  affairs  when  President 
Pierce  approached  the  close  of  his  four-years'  term 
of  office.  The  North  had  become  thoroughly  alien- 
ated from  him.  The  anti-slavery  sentiment,  goaded 
by  great  outrages,  had  been  rapidly  increasing;  all 
the  intellectual  ability  and  social  worth  of  President 
Pierce  were  forgotten  in  deep  reprehension  of  his  ad- 
ministrative acts.  The  slaveholders  of  the  South,  also, 
unmindful  of  the  fidelity  with  which  he  had  advo- 
cated those  measures  of  Government  which  they  ap- 
proved, and  perhaps,  also,  feeling  that  he  had 
rendered  himself  so  unpopular  as  no  longer  to  be 
able  acceptably  to  serve  them,  ungratefully  dropped 
him,  and  nominated  James  Buchanan  to  succeed  him. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1857,  President  Pierce  re- 
tired to  his  home  in  Concord.  Of  three  children,  two 
had  died,  and  his  only  surviving  child  had  been 
killed  before  his  eyes  by  a  railroad  accident ;  and  his 
wife,  one  of  the  most  estimable  and  accomplished  of 
Uulies,  was  rapidly  sinking  in  consumption.  The 
hour  of  dreadful  gloom  soon  came,  and  he  was  left 
atone  in  the  world,  without  wife  or  child. 

When  the  terrible  Rebellion  burst  forth,  which  di- 
vided our  country  into  two  parties,  and  two  only,  Mr. 
Pierce  remained  steadfast  in  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  cherished,  and  gave  his  sympathies  to 
that  pro-slavery  party  with  which  he  had  ever  been 
allied.  He  declined  to  do  anything,  either  by  voice 
or  pen,  to  strengthen  the  hand  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment. He  continued  to  reside  in  Concord  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  October, 
1.S69.  He  was  one  of  the  most  genial  and  social  of 
men,  an  honored  communicant  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  one  of  the  kindest  of  neighbors.  Gen- 
erous to  a  fault,  he  contributed  liberally  for  the  al- 
leviation of  suffering  and  want,  and  many  of  his  towns- 
people were  often  gladened  by  his  material   bounty. 
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ANFES  BUCHANAN',  tlie  fil- 
iceiilh  President  of  the  United 
States,  was  born  in  a  small 
frontier  town,  at  the  foot  ut"  the 
eastern  ridge  of  tlie  Alleyha- 
nies,  in  Franklin  Co.,  Peini.,on 
the  23d  of  April,  1791.  The  ;'lace 
where  the  hiimlile  cabin  of  his 
tither  sticid  was  called  Stony 
^i  Ijatter.  It  was  a  wild  and  ro- 
mantic s|)Ot  in  a  gorireof  the  moun- 
tains, with  towering  summits  rising 
grandly  all  around.  His  father 
was  a  !!ative  of  the  north  ol  Ireland; 
a  poor  man,  who  had  emigrated  in 
1783,  with  little  property  save  his 
Five  years  afterwards  he  married 
Elizabeth  Spear,  the  daughter  of  a  respectable  farmer, 
and,  with  his  young  bride,  plunged  into  the  wilder- 
ness, staked  his  claim,  reared  his  log-hut,  opened  a 
clearing  with  his  axe,  and  settled  down  there  to  per- 
form his  obscLire  part  in  the  d-rama  of  life.  In  this  se- 
tliided  home,  where  James  was  born,  he  remained 
for  eight  years,  enjoying  but  few  social  or  intellectual 
advantag'  s.  Wiien  James  was  eight  years  of  age,  liis 
father  removed  to  the  village  of  Mercersburg,  where 
his  son  was  placed  at  school,  and  commenced  a 
course  of  study  in  English,  Latin  and  Greek.  His 
progress  was  rapid,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  he 
entered  Dickinson  College,  at  Carlisle.  Here  he  de- 
veloped remarkable  talent,  and  took  his  stand  among 
the  first  scholars  in  the  institution.  His  api)!ication 
to  study  was  intense,  and  yet  his  native   powers    en- 
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allied  liim  to  master  the  most   abstruse   subjects   willi 
facility. 

In  the  year  1809,  he  graduated  with  the  highest 
honors  of  his  class.  He  was  then  eighteen  years  of 
age;  tall  and  grac:eful,  vigorous  in  Iiealth,  fond  of 
athletic  sport,  an  luierring  shot,  and  enlivened  with 
an  exuberant  flow  of  animal  spirits.  He  immediately 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  city  of  Lancaster, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1S12,  when  he  was 
but  twenty-one  years  of  age.  Very  rapidly  he  rose 
in  his  profession,  and  at  once  took  undisputed  stand 
with  the  ablest  lawyers  of  the  State.  When  but 
twenty-si.K  years  of  age,  unaided  by  counsel,  he  suc- 
cessfully defended  before  the  State  Senate  01  e  ot  tiie 
judges  of  the  State,  who  was  tried  upon  articles  of 
impeaclirnent.  At  the  age  of  thirty  it  was  generally 
admitted  that  he  stood  at  the  head  of  the  bar;  and 
there  was  no  lawyer  in  the  State  who  had  a  more  lu- 
crative practice. 

In  1820,  he  reluctantly  consented  to  run  as  a 
candidate  for  Congress.  He  was  elected,  and  for 
ten  years  he  remained  a  member  of  the  Lower  House. 
During  the  vacations  of  Congress,  he  occasionally 
tried  some  important  case.  In  1831,  he  retired 
altogether  from  the  toils  of  his  profession,  having  ac- 
([uired  an  ample  fortune. 

Gen.  Jackson,  \\\X)n  his  elevation  to  the  Presidency, 
appointed  Mr.  Buchanan  minister  to  Russia.  The 
duties  of  his  mission  he  performed  with  ability,  wiiich 
gave  satisfaction  to  all  parties.  U[X)n  his  return,  in 
1833,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  United  States 
Senate.  He  there  met,  as  his  associates,  Webster. 
Clay,  Wright  and  Calhoun.  He  advocated  t^e  meas- 
ures proposed  by  President  Jackson,  of  ni  .Ixng  repn- 
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s.iln,  a^.iiast  France,  to  enforce  the  payment  of  our 
clanris  .lif.iiii^t  that  country;  and  defended  the  course 
oftlie  PrcilJent  in  his  unprecedented  and  wiiolesale 
rem  jval  froui  office  of  those  wiio  were  not  the  sup- 
porters of  his  adininistralion.  Upon  this  question  he 
was  brought  into  direct  colHsion  w'ith  Henry  Clay. 
He  also,  with  voice  and  vote,  advocated  expunging 
from  tlie  journal  of  the  Senate  the  vote  of  censure 
against  Gen.  Jackson  for  removing  the  deposits. 
Earnestly  lie  opposed  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  urged  the  jirohibition  of  the 
circulation  of  anti-slavery  documents  by  the  United 
States  mails. 

As  to  petitions  on  tiie  subject  of  slavery,  he  advo- 
cated that  they  should  be  respectfully  received;  and 
that  the  I'eply  should  be  returned,  that  Congress  had 
no  power  to  legislate  upon  the  suljject.  "  Congress," 
said  he,  "might  as  well  undertake  to  interfere  with 
slavery  under  a  foreign  government  as  in  any  of  the 
States  where  it  now  e.\ists." 

Upon  Mr.  Polk's  accession  to  the  Presidency,  Mr. 
Buchanan  became  Secretary  of  State,  and  as  such, 
took  his  share  of  the  responsibility  in  the  conduct  of 
the  Mexican  War.  Mr.  Polk  assumed  that  crossing 
the  Nueces  liy  the  American  troops  into  the  disputed 
territory  was  not  wrong,  but  for  the  Mexicans  to  cross 
the  Rio  (Irande  into  that  territory  was  a  declaration 
of  war.  No  candid  man  can  read  with  pleasure  the 
account  of  the  course  our  Government  ijursuedin  that 
movement 

Mr.  ISnchanan  identified  himself  thoroughly  with 
the  party  devoted  to  the  p,;rpetuation  and  extension 
of  slavery,  and  brouglit  all  the  energies  of  his  mind 
to  fiear  against  the  W'ilmot  Proviso.  He  gave  his 
cordial  approval  to  the  compromise  measures  of  1850, 
which  included  the  f\igiiive-slave  law.  Mr.  Pierce, 
u:;on  his  election  to  the  Presidency,  honored  Mr. 
Buchanan  with  tlic  mission  to  England. 

In  the  year  1S56,  a  national  Democratic  conven- 
tion nouiinated  ^Ir.  Buchanan  for  the  Presidency.  The 
political  conflict  was  one  of  the  most  severe  in  which 
o.ir  country  has  ever  engaged.  All  the  friends  of 
slavery  were  on  one  side;  all  the  advocates  of  its  re- 
striction and  final  abolition,  on  the  other.  Mr.  Fre- 
mont, the  candidate  of  the  enemies  of  slavery,  re- 
eived  114  electoral  votes.  Mr.  Buchanan  received 
174,  and  was  elected.  The  po[iular  vote  stood 
1,340,618,  for  Fremont,  1,224,750  for  Buchanan.  On 
March    4th.    1S57,  iMr.   Buchanan  was  inaugurated. 

Mr.  Buchanan  was  far  advanced  in  life.  Only  four 
"ears  were  wanting  to  fill  up  his  threescore  years  and 
;ei-..  His  own  friends,  those  with  whom  he  had  been 
allied  in  iiolitical  principles  and  action  for  years,  were 
S'ijking  the  destruction  of  the  Government,  that  they 
might  rear  upon  the  ruins  of  our  free  institutions  a 
nation  whose  corner-stone  should  be  human  slaverv. 
In  this  eineri;en-.v,  Mr.  Buchanan  was  hopelessly  be- 
wildered      He  could  not,  with  his  long-avowed  prin- 


ciples, consistently  oppose  the  State-rights  party  in 
their  assumptions.  As  President  of  the  United  States, 
bound  by  his  oath  faithfully  to  administer  the  laws 
he  could  not,  without  perjmy  of  the  grossest  kind, 
unite  With  those  endeavoring  to  overthrow  the  repub- 
lic.    He  therefore  did  nothing. 

The  opponents,  of  Mr.  Buchanan's  administration 
nominated  Abraham  Lincoln  as  their  standard  bearer 
in  the  next  Presidential  canvass.  The  pro-slavery 
party  declared,  that  if  he  were  elected,  and  the  con- 
trol of  the  Government  were  thus  taken  from  their 
hands,  they  would  secede  from  the  Union,  taking 
with  them,  as  they  retired,  the  National  Capitol  a 
Washington,  and  the  lion's  share  of  the  territory  ol 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Buchanan's  sympathy  with  the  pro-slavery 
party  was  such,  that  he  had  been  willing  to  offer  thei. 
far  more  than  they  had  ventured  to  claim.  All  the 
South  had  professed  to  ask  of  the  North  was  non- 
intervention upon  the  subject  of  slavery.  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan had  been  ready  to  offer  them  the  active  co- 
operation of  the  Government  to  defend  and  extend 
the  institution. 

As  the  storm  increased  in  violence,  the  slaveholders 
claiming  the  right  to  secede,  and  Mr.  Buchanan  avow- 
ing that  Congress  had  no  power  to  prevent  it,  one  of 
the  most  pitiable  exhiljitions  of  governmental  iiri- 
becility  was  exhibited  the  world  has^  ever  seen.  He 
declared  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  enforce  its 
laws  in  any  State  which  had  withdrawn,  or  which 
was  attempting  to  withdraw  from  the  Union.  'I"hif 
was  not  the  doctrine  of  Andrew  Jackson,  when,  will, 
his  hand  upon  his  swoixi  hilt,  he  exclaimed,  "  The 
Union  must  and  shall  be  ])reserved!" 

South  Carolina  seceded  in  December,  i860;  nearly 
three  months  before  the  inauguration  of  President 
Lincoln.  Mr.  Buchanan  looked  on  in  listless  despair. 
The  rebel  flag  was  raised  in  Charleston:  Fort  Sumpter 
was  besieged ;  our  forts,  navy-yards  and  arsenals 
were  seized  ;  our  depots  of  military  stores  were  plun- 
dered ;  and  our  custom-houses  and  post-offices  were 
appropriated  by  the  rebels. 

The  energy  of  the  rebels,  and  the  imbecility  of  our 
Executive,  were  alike  marvelous.  The  Nation  looked 
on  in  agony,  waiting  for  the  slow  weeks  to  glide  away, 
and  close  the  administration,  so  terrible  in  its  weak- 
ness At  length  the  long-looked-for  hour  of  deliver- 
ance came,  when  Abraham  Lincoln  was  to  receive  the 
scepter. 

The  administration  of  President  Buchanan  was 
certainly  the  most  calamitous  our  country  has  ex- 
perienced. His  best  friends  cannot  recall  it  with 
pleasure.  And  still  more  deplorable  it  is  for  his  fame,' 
that  in  that  dreadful  conflict  which  rolled  its  billows 
of  flame  and  blood  over  our  whole  land,  no  word  came 
from  his  lips  to  indicate  his  wish  that  our  country's 
banner  should  triumih  over  the  flag  of  the  rebellion. 
He  died  at  his  Wheatland    retreat,    June    i,    1868. 
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IR\HAM    LINCOLN,    the 
sixteenth     I'lesident     of     the 
JLnitcd    States,    was    born     in 
H  irdin    Co.,   Ky.,     Feb.     12, 
I  S09.     About  the  year  17 So,  a 
ni  m  by  the  name  of  .\brahani 
"^     Lincohi  left' N'irs^inia  uilh    his 
fnnih  and  moved   into    the  then 
wilds  of  Kentucky.  Only  two  vears 
after  this  emigration,  still  a  young 
man,  while  working  one  day  in  a 
field,  was  stealthily  ap|)ro;:ched  b)' 
an  Indian  andshot  dead.   His  widow- 
was  left  in  extreme  poverty  with  five 
little  children,  three  boys  and    two 
girls.     Thomas,  the  youngest  of  the 
boys,  was  four  years   of  age    at  his 
father's  death.      This   Thomas  was 
the  father  of  .\braham  Lincoln,  the 
'  I'resideiit    of     the     United    .States 

vvhor,e  name  must  henceforth  foi-ever  be  enrolled 
wiih  the  nios'  prominent  in  the  annals  of  our  world. 
Of  course  no  record  has  been  kept  of  the  life 
of  one  so  lowly  as  Thomas  Lincoln.  He  was  among 
the  |X)orest  of  the  poor.  His  home  was  a  wretched 
log-cabin ;  his  food  the  coarsest  and  the  meanest. 
Education  he  had  none;  he  could  never  either  read 
or  write.  As  soon  as  he  was  able  to  do  anything  for 
himself,  he  was  compelled  to  leave  the  cabin  of  his 
starving  mother,  and  push  out  into  the  world,  a  frieiid- 
.ess.  wandering  boy,  seeking  work.  He  hired  him- 
self out,  and  thus  s|)ent  the  whole  of  his  youth  as  a 
'aborer  in  the  fields  of  others. 

When  twenty-eight  years  of  age  he  buili  a  log- 
cabin  of  his  own,  and  married  Nancy  Hanks,  the 
da. ighter  of  another  family  of  poor  Kentucky  emi- 
grants, who  had  also  come  from  Virginia.  Their 
second  child  was  Aljraham  Lincoln,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  The  mother  of  Abraham  was  a  noble 
woman,  gentle,  loving,  pensive,  created  to  adorn 
a  palace,  doomed  to  toil  and  pine,  and  die  in  a  hovel. 
".Ml  !h:it  I  am,  or  hope  to  be,"  exclaims  the  gratc- 
lul  son  "I  owe  to  my  angel-mother. 

When  he  was  eight  years  of  age,  his  father  sold  his 


cabin  and  small  farm,  and  moved  to  Indiana    \\'here 
two  years  later  his  mother  died. 

Abrahiim  soon  became  the  scribe  of  tlie  uneducalcd 
cominuiiity  around  him.  He  coukl  not  have  had  •; 
better  school  tlian  this  to  leach  him  to  put  thoughts 
into  words.  He  also  became  an  eager  reader,  'i'he 
books  he  could  obtain  were  few  ;  but  tliese  he  read 
and  re-read  until  they  were  almost  committed  to 
memory. 

As  the  years  rolled  on,  the  lot  of  this  lowly  family 
was  the  usual  lot  of  humanily.  There  were  joys  and 
griefs,  weddings  and  funerals.  Abraham's  sister 
Saiah,  to  whom  he  was  tenderly  attached,  was  mar- 
ried when  a  child  of  but  fourteen  years  of  age,  and 
soon  died.  The  family  was  gradually  scattered.  Mr. 
'I'homas  Lincoln  sold  out  his  sipiatter's  claim  in  1S30, 
and  emigrated  to  Macon  Co.,  111. 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  then  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
With  vigorous  hands  he  aided  his  father  in  rearing 
another  log-cabin.  Abraham  worked  diligently  at  this 
until  he  saw  the  family  comfortably  settled,  and  their 
small  lot  of  enclosed  prairie  planted  with  corn,  when 
lie  announced  to  his  father  his  intention  to  leave 
home,  and  to  go  out  into  the  world  and  seek  his  for- 
tune. Little  did  he  or  his  friends  imagine  how  bril- 
liant that  fortune  was  to  be.  He  saw  the  value  of 
education  and  was  intensely  earnest  to  improve  his 
mind  to  the  utmost  of  his  power.  He  saw  the  ruin 
which  ardent  spirits  were  causing,  and  became 
strictly  temperate;  refusing  to  allow  a  drop  of  intoxi- 
cating li(pior  to  pass  his  lips.  .And  he  had  read  in 
Ciod's  word,  "Thou  shalt  not  take  the  name  of  ihfi 
Lord  thy  Cod  in  vain;"  and  a  profane  expression  he 
was  never  heard  to  utter.  Religion  he  revered.  His 
morals  were  pure,  and  he  was  uncontaminated  by  a 
single  vice. 

Young  .\braham  worked  for  a  time  as  a  hired  laborer 
among  the  farmers.  Then  he  went  to  Springfield, 
where  he  was  employed  in  building  a  large  flat-boat. 
In  (his  he  took  a  herd  of  swine,  floated  them  down 
ihe  Sangamon  to  the  Illinois,  and  thence  by  the  Mis- 
si^sipjii  to  New  Orleans.  Whatever  Abraham  Lin- 
coln undertook,  he  performed  so  faithfully  as  to  give 
great  satisfaction  to  his  employers.      In   this   advcn- 


So 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


_l 


tare  111-,  umployeis  were  so  well  pleased,  that  upon 
las  ret.iiLi  tney  placed  a  store  and  mill  under  his  care. 

I.i  1832,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Black  Hawk  war,  he 
enlisted  and  was  chosen  captain  of  a  company.  He 
returned  to  Sangamon  County,  and  although  only  23 
years  of  age,  was  a  candidate  for  the  Legislature,  but 
was  defeated.  He  soon  after  received  from  Andrew 
jackbon  the  appointment  of  Postmaster  of  New  Salem, 
His  only  post-office  was  his  hat.  All  the  letters  he 
received  he  carried  there  ready  to  deliver  to  those 
lie  chanced  to  meet.  He  studied  surveying,  and  soon 
made  this  his  business.  In  1S34  he  again  became  a 
candidate  for  the  Legislature,  and  was  elected  Mr. 
Stuart,  of  Springfield,  advised  him  to  study  law.  He 
walked  from  New  Salem  to  Springfield,  borrowed  of 
iMr.  Stuart  a  load  (jf  books,  carried  them  back  and 
began  his  legal  studies.  When  the  Legislature  as- 
sembled he  trudged  on  foot  with  his  pack  on  his  back 
one  hiinthed  miles  to  Vandalia,  then  the  capital.  In 
1836  he  was  re-elected  to  the  Legislature.  Here  it 
was  he  first  met  Stephen  A.  Douglas.  In  1839  he  re- 
moved to  Springfield  and  began  the  practice  of  law. 
His  success  with  the  jury  was  so  great  that  he  was 
soon  engaged  in  almost  every  noted  case  in  the  circuit. 

In  1854  Ihe  great  discussion  began  between  Mr. 
Lincoln  and  Mr.  Douglas,  on  the  slavery  question. 
In  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  in  Illinois, 
in  1S56,  he  took  an  active  part,  and  at  once  became 
one  of  the  leaders  in  that  party.  Mr.  Lincoln's 
speeches  in  opposition  to  Senator  Doughis  in  the  con- 
test in  1858  for  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  form  a  most 
notable  p.irt  of  his  histoiy-  The  issue  was  on  the 
ilavery  question,  and  he  took  the  broad  ground  of 
.he  Declaration  of  Independence,  that  all  men  are 
created  equal.  Mr.  Lincoln  was  defeated  in  this  con- 
test, but  won  a  far  higher   prize. 

The  great  Republican  Convention  met  at  Chicago 
on  the  i6th  ol  June,  1S60.  The  delegates  and 
strangers  who  crowded  the  city  amounted  to  twenty- 
five  thousand.  ,\n  immense  building  called  "The 
AVigwam,"  was  reared  to  accommodate  the  Conven- 
tion. There  were  eleven  candid;ites  for  whom  votes 
were  thrown.  William  H.  Seward,  a  man  whose  fame 
as  a  statesman  had  long  filled  the  land,  was  the  most 
orominent.  It  was  generally  supi)osed  he  would  be 
the  nominee,  Abraham  Lincoln,  however,  received 
the  nomination  on  the  third  ballot.  Little  did  he  then 
dream  of  the  weary  years  of  toil  and  care,  and  the 
bloody  death,  to  wliich  that  nomination  doomed  him: 
and  aslittledid  he  dream  that  he  was  to  render  services 
to  his  country,  which  would  fi.x  upon  him  the  eyes  of 
the  whole  civilized  world,  and  which  would  give  him 
a  place  in  tlie  affections  of  his  countrymen,  second 
cnly,  if  second,  to  that  of  Wasliington. 

Election  day  cnme  and  Mr.  Lincoln  received  rSo 
electoral  votes  out  of  20:;  cast,  and  w.is,  therefore, 
constitulion.illv  elected  President  nflhe  llnlted  States. 
The  tirade  of  abuse  that  vas  [lOured  upon    this    good 


and  merciful  man,  especially  by  the  slaveholders,  was 
greater  than  upon  any  other  man  ever  elected  to  this 
high  position.  In  February,  1861,  Mr.  Lincoln  started 
for  Washington,  stopping  in  all  the  large  cities  on  his 
way  making  speeches.  The  whole  journey  was  froughl 
with  much  danger.  Many  of  the  Southern  States  had 
already  seceded,  and  several  attempts  at  assassination 
were  afterwards  brought  to  light.  A  gang  in  Balti- 
more had  arranged,  upon  his  arrival  to  "get  up  a  row," 
and  in  the  confusion  to  make  sure  of  his  death  with 
revolvers  and  harid-grenades.  A  detective  unravelled 
the  plot.  A  secret  and  special  train  was  provided  to 
take  him  from  Harrisburg,  through  Baltimore,  at  an 
unexpected  hour  of  the  night.  The  train  started  at 
half-past  ten  ;  and  to  prevent  any  possible  communi- 
cation on  the  part  ot  the  Secessionists  with  tlieirCon- 
federate  gang  in  Baltimore,  as  soon  as  the  train  had 
started  the  telegraijh-wires  were  cut.  Mr.  Lincoln 
reached  Washington  in  safety  and  was  inaugurated, 
although  great   a«.\iety  was  felt   by  all  loyal  people. 

In  the  selection  of  his  cabinet  Mr.  Lincoln  gave 
to  Mr,  Seward  the  Department  of  State,  and  to  other 
prominent  opponents  before  the  convention  he  gave 
important  |)ositions. 

During  no  other  administration  have  the  duties 
devolving  ujjon  the  President  been  so  manifold,  and 
the  responsibilities  so  great,  as  those  which  fell  to 
the  lot  of  President  Lincoln.  Knowing  this,  and 
feeling  his  own  weakness  and  inability  to  meet,  and  in 
his  own  strength  to  cope  with,  the  difficulties,  he 
learned  early  to  seek  Divine  wisdom  and  guidance  in 
determining  his  plans,  and  Divine  comfort  in  all  his 
trials,  bo*h  personal  and  national.  Contrary  to  his 
own  estimate  of  himself,  Mr.  Lincoln  was  one  of  the 
most  courageous  of  men.  He  went  directly  into  the 
rebel  capital  just  as  the  retreating  foe  was  leaving, 
with  no  guard  but  a  few  sailors.  From  the  time  he 
had  left  Springfield,  in  i86r,  however,  plans  had  Ijeen 
made  fjr  his  assassination, and  he  at  last  fell  a  victim 
to  one  of  them.  .April  i.j,  1865,  he,  with  Gen.  Grant, 
was  urgently  invited  to  attend  Fords'  Theater.  It 
was  announced  that  they  would  be  present.  Gen. 
Grant,  however,  left  the  city.  President  Lincoln,  feel- 
ing, with  his  characteristic  kindliness  of  heart,  that 
it  would  be  a  disappointment  if  he  should  fail  them, 
very  reluctantly  consented  to  go.  W'hile  listening  to 
the  ])lay  an  actor  by  the  name  of  John  AVilkes  Booth 
entered  the  bo.x  where  the  President  and  family  were 
seated,  and  fired  a  bidlet  into  his  brains.  He  died  the 
next  morning  at  seven  o'clock. 

Never  before,  in  the  history  of  the  world  was  a  nation 
plunged  into  such  deep  grief  by  the  death  of  its  ruler. 
Strong  men  met  in  the  streets  and  wept  in  spieechless 
anguish.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  a  nation  was 
in  tears.  His  was  a  life  which  will  fitly  become  a 
model.  His  name  as  the  savior  of  his  country  will 
live  with  that  of  Washington's,  iis  father;  hisco'-.ntry- 
men  being  unable   to   decide    whi.  U   is    tl^e   greater. 
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NDRRW  JOHNSON,  seven- 
tecath  President  of  the  United 
^States.  The  eady  lif  of 
Andrew  Jolinson  contains  but 
the  record  of  poverty,  destitu- 
tion and  friendlessness.  He 
7  was  horn  December  29,  180S, 
in  Raleigh,  N.  C.  His  parents, 
belonging  to  tiie  class  of  the 
"l)Oor  whites  "  of  the  South,  -"ere 
in  such  circumstances,  that  they 
could  not  confer  even  tiie  slight- 
est advantages  of  education  uiwn 
their  child.  Wlien  Ar.drew  was  five 
_\  ears  of  age,  his  father  accidentally 
lost  iiis  life  while  herorically  endeavoring  to  save  a 
friend  from  drowning.  Until  ten  years  of  age,  Andrew 
was  a  ragged  boy  about  the  streets,  supported  by  the 
labor  of  his  mother,  who  obtainetl  her  living  witli 
her  own  hands. 

He  then,  having  never  attended  a  school  one  day, 
and  being  unable  either  to  read  or  write,  was  ap- 
prenticed to  a  tailor  in  his  native  town.  A  gentleman 
was  i.:  the  habit  of  going  to  the  tailor's  shop  occasion- 
ally, and  reading  to  the  boys  at  work  there.  He  often 
read  from  the  speeches  of  distinguished  British  states- 
men. .Xiidrew,  who  was  endowed  with  a  mind  of  more 
than  ordinary  native  ability,  became  much  intere.sted 
in  these  speeches;  his  ambition  was  roused,  and  he 
was  inspired  with  a  strong  deinre  to  learn  to  read. 

He  accordingly  applied  himself  to  tlie  alphabet,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  some  of  his  fellow-wotkmen, 
learned  his  letters.  He  then  called  upon  the  gentle- 
man to  borrow  the  book  of  speeches.      The  owner. 


pleased  with  his  zeal,  not  only  gave  him  the  boot 
l)ut  assisted  him  in  learning  to  combine  the  letters 
into  words.  L'nder  sucli  slifficulties  he  pressed  Oi. 
ward  laboriously,  spending  usually  ten  or  twelve  houis 
at  work  in  the  shop,  and  then  robbing  himself  of  rest 
and  recreatior  to  devote  such  time  -vs  he  could  to 
reading. 

He  went  to  Tennessee  m  iS;6,  and  located  a' 
Greenville,  where  lie  married  a  young  lady  who  jxjs 
sessed  some  education.  Under  her  instructions  hi* 
learned  to  write  and  cipher.  He  became  prominent 
in  the  village  debating  society,  and  a  favorite  with 
the  students  of  Oreenville  College.  In  1828,  he  or- 
ganized a  working  man's  party,  which  elected  him 
alderman,  and  in  1830  elected  him  mayor,  which 
ixjsition  he  held  three  years. 

He  now  began  to  take  a  lively  interest  in  political 
affairs;  iilentifying  himself  with  the  working-classes, 
to  which  he  belonged.  In  1835,  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Tennes- 
see. He  was  then  just  twenty-seven  years  of  age. 
He  became  a  very  active  member  of  the  legislature 
gave  his  adhesion  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  \v. 
i<S4o  "stumped  the  State,"  advocating  Martin  "*  an 
Huren's  claims  to  the  Tresidcncy,  in  opposition  to  thos . 
of  ("ren.  Harrison.  In  this  caniitaign  he  acquired  mucl; 
readiness  as  a  sjieaker,  and  extended  and  increased 
his  reputation. 

In  1841,  he  was  elected  State  Senator;  in  1843,  ht 
was  elected  a  member  of  Congress,  and  by  successive 
elections,  held  that  im[X)riant  jxjst  for  ten  years.  In 
1853,  he  was  elected  Governor  of  Tennessee,  anfl 
was  re-elected  in  1855.  In  all  these  resi)onsible  |K)si 
lions,  he  discharged  his  duties  with  distinguished  abi. 
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ity,  and  proved  himself  the  warm  friend  of  the  work- 
ing classes.  In  1857,  Mr.  Johnson  was  elected 
United  .States  Senator. 

Years  before,  in  1845,  he  had  warmly  advocated 
the  anne.xation  of  Texas,  stating  however,  as  his 
reason,  that  he  thought  this  annexation  would  prob- 
ably prove  "  to  be  the  gateway  out  of  which  the  sable 
sons  of  Africa  are  to  pass  from  bondage  to  freedom, 
and  become  merged  in  a  population  congenial  to 
themselves."  In  1B50,  he  also  supported  the  com- 
promise measures,  the  two  essential  features  of  which 
were,  that  the  white  people  of  the  Territories  should 
be  permitted  to  decide  for  themselves  whether  they 
would  enslave  the  colored  people  or  not,  and  that 
the  free  States  of  the  North  should  return  to  the 
South  persons  who  attempted  to  escape  from  slavery. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  neverashamedof  his  lowly  origin: 
on  the  contrary,  he  often  took  pride  in  avowing  that 
he  owed  his  distinction  to  his  own  exertions.  "Sir," 
said  he  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  "  I  do  not  forget 
that  I  am  a  mechanic ;  neither  do  I  forget  that  Adam 
was  a  tailor  and  sewed  fig-leaves,  and  that  our  Sav- 
ior was  the  son  of  a  carpenter." 

In  the  Charleston-Baltimore  convention  of  iSuj,  ne 
P7as  the  choice  of  the  Tennessee  Democrats  for  the 
Presidency.  In  1861,  when  the  purpose  of  the  South- 
frn  Democracy  became  apparent,  he  took  a  decided 
stand  in  favor  of  the  Union,  and  held  that  "  slavery 
must  be  held  subordinate  to  the  Union  at  whatever 
cost."  He  returned  to  Tennessee,  and  repeatedly 
imperiled  his  own  life  to  protect  the  Unionists  of 
Tennesee.  Tennessee  having  seceded  from  the 
Union,  President  Lincoln,  on  March  4th,  1862,  ap- 
pointed him  Military  Governor  of  the  State,  and  he 
established  the  most  stringent  military  rule.  His 
numerous  proclamations  attracted  wide  attention.    In 

1864,  he  was  elected  Vice-President  of  the  United 
States,  and  upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  April   15, 

1865,  became  President.  In  a  speech  two  days  later 
he  said,  "  The  American  people  must  be  taught,  if 
fhey  do  not  already  feel,  that  treason  is  a  crime  and 
must  be  punished;  that  the  Government  will  not 
always  bear  with  its  enemies ;  that  it  is  strong  not 
only  to  protect,  but  to  punish.  *  *  The  people 
must  understand  that  it  (treason)  is  the  blackest  of 
crimes,  and  will  surely  be  punished."  Yet  his  whole 
administration,  the  history  of  which  is  so  well  known, 
was  in  utter  iiKonsistency  with,  and  the  most  violent 


opposition  to,  the  principles  laid  down  in  that  speech. 

In  his  loose  policy  of  reconstruction  and  general 
amnesty,  he  was  opposed  by  Congress;  and  he  char- 
acterized Congress  as  a  new  rebellion,  and  lawlessly 
defied  it,  in  everything  possible,  to  the  utmost.  In 
the  beginning  of  1868,  on  account  of  "high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors,"  the  principal  of  which  was  the 
removal  of  Secretary  Stanton,  in  violation  of  the  Ten- 
ure of  Office  Act,  articles  of  impeachment  were  pre- 
ferred against  him,  and  the    trial   began    March   23. 

It  was  very  tedious,  continuing  for  nearly  three 
months.  A  test  article  of  the  impeachment  was  at 
length  submitted  to  the  court  for  its  action.  It  was 
certain  that  as  the  court  voted  upon  that  article  so 
would  it  vote  upon  all.  Thirty-four  voices  pronounced 
the  President  guilty.  As  a  two-thirds  vote  was  neces- 
sary to  his  condemnation,  he  was  pronounced  ac- 
quitted, notwithstanding  the  great  majority  against 
him.  The  change  of  one  vote  from  the  not  guilty 
side  would  have  sustained  the  impeachment. 

The  President,  for  the  remainder  of  his  term,  was 
but  little  regarded.  He  continued,  though  impotent!;-, 
his  conflict  with  Congress.  His  own  party  did  not 
think  it  expedient  to  renominate  him  for  the  Presi- 
dency. The  Nation  rallied,  with  enthusiasm  unpar- 
alleled since  the  day  s  of  Washington,  around  the  name 
of  Gen.  Grant.  Andrew  Johnson  was  forgotten. 
The  bullet  of  the  assassin  introduced  him  to  the 
President's  chair.  Notwithstanding  this,  never  was 
there  presented  to  a  man  a  better  opportunity  to  im- 
mortalize his  name,  and  to  win  the  gratitude  of  a 
nation.  He  failed  utterly.  He  retired  to  his  home 
in  Greenville,  Tenn.,  taking  no  very  active  part  in 
politics  until  T875.  On  Jan.  26,  after  an  exciting 
struggle,  he  was  chosen  by  the  Legislature  of  Ten- 
nessee, United  States  Senator  in  the  forty-fourth  Con- 
gress, and  took  his  seat  in  that  body,  at  the  speciai 
session  convened  by  President  Grant,  on  the  5th  of 
March.  On  the  27th  of  July,  1S75,  the  ex-President 
made  a  visit  to  his  daughter's  home,  near  Carter 
Station,  Tenn.  When  he  started  on  his  journey,  he  was 
apparently  in  his  usual  vigorous  health,  but  on  reach- 
ing the  residence  of  his  child  the  following  day,  was 
stricken  with  paralysis,  rendering  him  unconscious. 
He  rallied  occasionally,  but  finally  passed  away  at 
2  A.M.,  July  3r,  aged  sixty-seven  years.  His  fun- 
eral was  attended  at  Geenville,  on  the  3d  of  August, 
with  every  demonstration  of  respect 
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LYSSES  S.  GRANT,  the 
'•)  ui^hteenth  President  of  the 
^'•'  United  States,  was  born  on 
the  29th  of  April,  1822,  of 
Christian  parents,  in  a  humble 
home,  at  Point  Pleasant,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Ohio.  Shortly  after 
his  father  moved  to  George- 
town, Brown  Co.,  O.  In  this  re- 
mote frontier  hamlet,  Ulysses 
received  a  common-school  edu- 
cation. At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen, in  the  year  1839,  he  entered 
the  Military  Academy  at  West 
Point.  Here  he  was  regarded  as  a 
3oiid,  sensible  young  man  of  fair  abilities,  and  of 
sturdy,  honest  character.  He  took  respectable  rank 
as  a  scholar.  In  June,  1843,  he  graduated,  about  the 
middle  in  his  class,  and  was  sent  as  lieutenant  of  in- 
fantry to  one  of  the  distant  military  posts  in  the  Mis- 
souri Territory.  Two  years  he  past  in  these  dreary 
solitudes,  watching  the  vagabond  and  e.xasperating 
Indians. 

The  war  wth  Mexico  came.  Lieut.  Grant  was 
sent  with  his  regiment  to  Corpus  Christi.  His  first 
battle  was  at  Palo  Alto.  There  was  no  chance  here 
for  the  exhibition  of  either  skill  or  heroism,  nor  at 
Resacade  la  Palma,  his  second  battle.  At  the  battle 
of  Monterey,  his  third  engagement,  it  is  said  that 
he  performed  a  signal  service  of  daring  and  skillful 
horsemanship.  His  brigade  had  exhausted  its  am- 
munition. A  messenger  must  be  sent  for  more,  along 
a  route  exix)sed  to  the  bullets  of  the  foe.  Lieut. 
Grant,  adopting  an  expedient  learned  of  the  Lidians, 
grasped  the  mane  of  his  horse,  and  hanging  \\\ion  one 
side  of  the  anipvil,  ran  the   gauntlet  in  entire   safety. 


From  Monterey  he  was  sent,  with  the  fourth  infantry, 
10  aid  Gen.  Scott,  at  the  siege  of  Vera  Cruz.  In 
preparation  for  the  march  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  he 
was  appointed  ipiartermaster  of  his  regiment.  At  the 
battle  of  Molino  del  Rey,  he  was  promoted  to  a 
first  lieutenancy,  and  was  brevettcd  captain  at  Cha- 
pultepec. 

At  the  close  of  the  Mexican  War,  Cajjt.  Grant  re- 
turned with  his  regiment  lo  Xew  York,  and  was  again 
sent  to  one  of  the  military  posts  on  the  frontier.  The 
discover)- of  gold  in  California  causing  an  immense 
tide  of  emigration  to  flow  to  the  Pacific  shores,  Capt. 
Grant  was  sent  with  a  battalion  to  Port  Dallas,  in 
Oregon,  for  the  i)rotectibn  of  the  interests  of  the  im- 
migrants. Life  was  wearisome  in  those  wilds.  Capt. 
Grant  resigned  his  commission  and  returned  to  the 
States;  and  having  married,  entered  uix)n  the  cultiva- 
tion of  a  small  farm  near  St.  Ixiuis,  Mo.  He  had  but 
little  skill  as  a  farmer.  Finding  his  toil  not  re- 
munerative, he  turned  to  mercantile  life,  entering  into 
the  leather  business,  with  a  younger  brother,  at  Ga- 
lena, 111.  This  was  in  the  year  i860.  As  the  tidings 
of  the  rebels  firing  on  Fort  Sumptcr  reached  the  ears 
of  Capt.  Grant  in  his  counting-room,  he  said, — 
"Uncle  Sam  has  educated  me  for  the  army;  though 
I  have  served  him  through  one  war,  I  do  not  feel  that 
I  have  yet  repaid  the  debt.  I  am  still  ready  todischarge 
my  obligations.  I  shall  therefore  buckle  on  my  sword 
and  see  Uncle  Sam  through  this  war  too." 

He  went  into  the  streets,  raised  a  company  of  vol- 
unteers, and  led  them  as  their  captain  to  Springfield, 
the  capital  of  the  State,  where  their  services  were 
offered  to  Gov.  Yates.  The  Governor,  impressed  by 
the  zeal  and  straightforward  executive  ability  of  Caj)t. 
Grant,  gave  him  a  desk  in  his  office,  to  assist  in  the 
volunteer  organization  that  was  being  formed  in  the 
Stale  in  beh.ilf  of  the  Government.      On  the   ii;th  of 


S8 


UL  YSSES  S.  GRA  NT. 


June,  t86i,  Capt.  Grant  received  a  commission  as 
Colonel  of  the  Twenty-first  Regiment  of  Illinois  Vol- 
unteers. His  merits  as  a  West  Point  graduate,  who 
had  served  for  15  years  in  the  regular  army,  were  such 
that  he  was  soon  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier- 
General  and  was  placed  in  command  at  Cairo.  The 
rebels  raised  their  banner  at  Paducah,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Tennessee  River.  Scarcely  had  its  folds  ap- 
peared in  the  breeze  ere  Gen.  Grant  was  there.  The 
rebels  fled.  Their  banner  fell,  and  the  star  and 
stripes  were  unfurled  in  its  stead. 

He  entered  the  service  with  great  determination 
and  immediately  began  active  duty.  This  was  the  be- 
ginning, and  until  the  surrender  of  Lee  at  Richmond 
he  was  ever  pushing  the  enemy  with  great  vigor  and 
effectiveness.  At  Belmont,  a  few  days  later,  he  sur- 
prised and  routed  the  rebels,  then  at  Fort  Henry 
won  another  victory.  Then  came  the  brilliant  fight 
at  Fort  Donelson.  The  nation  was  electrified  by  the 
victory,  and  the  brave  leader  of  the  boys  in  blue  was 
immediately  made  a  M.njor-General,  and  the  military 
district  of  Tennessee  was  assigned  to  him. 

Like  all  great  captains,  Gen.  Grant  knew  well  how 
to  secure  the  results  of  victory.  He  immediately 
Dushed  on  to  the  enemies'  lines.  Then  came  the 
terrible  battles  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  Corinth,  and  tlie 
siege  of  Vicksburg,  where  Gen.  Pemberton  made  an 
unconditional  surrender  of  the  city  with  over  thirty 
thousand  men  and  one-hundred  and  seventy-two  can- 
non. The  fall  of  Vicksburg  was  by  far  tlie  most 
severe  blow  which  the  rebels  had  thus  far  encountered, 
and  opened  up  the  Mississippi  from  Cairo  to  the  Gulf. 

Gen.  Grant  was  next  ordered  to  co-operate  with 
Gen.  Banks  in  a  movement  upon  Texas,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  New  Orleans,  where  he  was  thrown  from 
his  horse,  and  received  severe  injuries,  from  which  he 
was  laid  up  for  months.  He  then  rushed  to  the  aid 
of  Gens.  Rosecrans  and  Thomas  at  Chattanooga,  and 
by  a  wonderful  series  of  strategic  and  technical  meas- 
ures put  the  Union  Army  in  fighting  condition.  Then 
followed  the  bloody  battles  at  Chattanooga,  Lo&kout 
Mountain  and  Missionary  Ridge,  in  which  the  rebels 
were  routed  with  great  loss.  This  won  for  him  un- 
bounded praise  in  the  North.  On  the  4th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1864,  Congress  revived  the  grade  of  lieutenant- 
general,  and  the  rank  was  conferred  on  Gen.  Grant. 
He  repaired  to  Washington  to  receive  his  credentials 
and  enter  \\\)0\\  '.''•■  duties  of  his  new  office. 


Gen.  Grant  decided  as  soon  as  he  took  charge  of 
ihe  army  to  concentrate  the  widely-dispersed  National 
troops  for  an  attack  upon  Richmond,  the  nominal 
capital  of  the  Rebellion,  and  endeavor  there  to  de- 
stroy the  rebel  armies  which  would  be  promptly  as- 
sembled from  all  quarters  for  its  defence.  The  whole 
continent  seemed  to  tremble  under  the  tramp  of  these 
majestic  armies,  rushing  to  the  decisive  battle  field. 
Steamers  were  crowded  with  troops.  Railway  trains 
were  burdened  with  closely  packed  thousands.  His 
plans  were  comprehensive  and  involved  a  series  of 
campaigns,  which  were  executed  with  remarkable  en- 
ergy and  ability,  and  were  consummated  at  the  sur- 
render of  Lee,  April  9,   1865. 

The  war  was  ended.  The  Union  was  saved.  The 
almost  unanimous  voice  of  the  Nation  declared  Gen. 
Grant  to  be  the  most  prominent  instrument  in  its  sal- 
vation. The  eminent  services  he  had  thus  rendered 
the  country  brought  him  conspicuously  forward  as  the 
Republican  candidate  for  the  Presidential  chair. 

At  the  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago. 
May  21,  1 868,  he  was  unanimously  nominated  for  the 
Presidency,  and  at  the  autumn  election  received  a 
majority  of  the  popular  vote,  and  214  out  of  294 
electoral  votes. 

The  National  Convention  of  the  Republican  party 
which  met  at  Philadelphia  on  the  5th  of  June,  1872, 
placed  Gen.  Grant  in  nomination  for  a  second  term 
by  a  unanimous  vote.  The  selection  was  emphati- 
cally indorsed  by  the  people  five  months  later,  292 
electoral  votes  being   cast   for  him. 

Soon  after  the  close  of  his  second  term.  Gen.  Grant 
started  upon  his  famous  trip  around  the  world.  He 
visited  almost  every  country  of  the  civilized  world, 
and  was  everywhere  received  with  such  ovations 
and  demonstrations  of  respect  and  honor,  private 
as  well  as  public  and  official,  as  were  never  before 
bestowed  upon  any  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

He  was  the  most  prominent  candidate  before  the 
Republican  National  Convention  in  1880  for  a  re- 
nomination  for  President.  He  went  to  New  York  and 
embarked  in  the  brokerage  business  under  the  firm 
nameof  Grant  &  Ward.  The  latter  proved  a  villain, 
wrecked  Grant's  fortune,  and  for  larceny  was  sent  to 
the  penitentiary.  The  General  was  attacked  with 
cancer  in  the  throat,  but  suffered  in  his  stoic-like 
manner,  never  complaining.  He  was  re-instated  as 
General  of  the  Army  and  retired  by  Congress.  The 
cancer  soon  finislied  its  deadly  work,  and  July  23,  ; 
18S5,  the  nation  wenf  in  mourning  over  the  death  of 
the  illustrious  General. 
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UTHERFORl)  1!.  HAVES, 
the  nineteenth  President  of 
"the  United  States,  was  born  in 
Delaware,  O.,  Oct.  4,  1822,  al- 
most three  months  after  the 
death  of  his  father,  Rutherford 
Hayes.  His  ancestry  on  both 
the  paternal  and  maternal  sides, 
was  of  the  most  honorable  char- 
acter. It  can  be  traced,  it  is  said, 
as  far  back  as  1280,  when  Hayes  and 
Rutherford  were  two  Scottish  chief- 
tains, fighting  side  by  side  with 
fBaliol,  William  Wallace  and  Robert 
Bruce.  Both  families  belonged  to  the 
nobility,  owned  extensive  estates, 
'  and  had  a  large  following.  Misfor- 
tune ovt:t<aking  the  family,  George  Hayes  left  Scot- 
land in  i6;io,  and  settled  in  Windsor,  Conn.  His  son 
George  wa;  born  in  Windsor,  and  remained  there 
during  his  li.'e.  Daniel  Hayes,  son  of  the  latter,  mar- 
ried Sarah  Lee,  and  lived  from  the  time  of  his  mar- 
riage until  his  death  in  Simsbury,  Conn.  Ezekiel, 
son  of  Daniel,  was  born  in  1724,  and  was  a  manufac- 
turerof  scythes  at  Bradford,  Conn.  Rutherford  Hayes, 
son  of  Ezekiel  and  grandfather  of  President  Hayes,  was 
l)orn  in  New  Haven,  in  August,  1756.  He  was  a  farmer, 
blacksmith  and  tavern-keeper.  He  emigrated  to 
Vermont  at  an  uiiknown  date,  settling  in  Brattleboro, 
where  he  established  a  hotel.  Here  his  son  Ruth- 
erford  Hayes    the  father   of  President  Hayes,  was 


born.  He  was  married,  in  September,  1813,  to  Sophia 
Birchard,  of  Wilmington,  Vt.,  wiiose  ancestors  emi- 
grated thither  from  Connecticut,  they  having  been 
among  the  wealthiest  and  best  fanilies  of  Norwich. 
Her  ancestry  on  the  male  side  are  traced  back  tc 
1635,  to  John  Birchard,  one  of  the  principal  founders 
of  Norwich.  Both  of  her  grandfathers  were  soldiers 
in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  father  of  President  Hayes  was  an  industrious 
frugal  and  opened-hearted  man.  He  was  of  a  me- 
chanical turn,  and  could  mend  a  plow,  knit  a  stock- 
ing, or  do  almost  anything  else  that  he  choose  to 
undertake.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Church,  active 
in  all  the  benevolent  enterprises  of  the  town,  and  con- 
ducted his  business  on  Christian  principles.  After 
the  close  of  the  war  of  181 2,  for  reasons  inexplicable 
to  his  neighbors,  he  resolved  to  emigrate  to   Ohio. 

The  journey  from  Vermor;t  to  Ohio  in  that  day 
when  there  were  no  canals,  steamers,  nor  railways, 
was  a  very  serious  affair.  A  tour  of  inspection  was 
first  made,  occupying  four  months.  Mr.  Hayes  deter 
mined  to  move  to  Delaware,  where  the  family  arrived 
in  1817.  He  died  July  22,  1822,  a  victim  of  malarial 
fever,  less  than  three  months  before  the  birth  of  the 
son, of  whom  we  now  write.  Mrs.  Hayes,  in  her  sore  be- 
reavement, found  the  support  she  so  much  needed  in 
her  brother  Sardis,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the 
household  from  the  day  of  its  departure  from  Ver~ 
mont,  and  in  an  orphan  girl  whom  she  had  adopted 
some  time  before  as  an  act  of  charity. 

Mrs.  Hayes  at  this  period  was  very  weak,  and  the 
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subject  of  this  sketch  was  so  feeble  at  birth  that  he 
was  not  expected  to  live  beyond  a  month  or  two  at 
most.  As  the  months  went  by  he  grew  weaker  and 
weaker,  so  that  the  neighbors  were  in  the  habit  of  in- 
quiring from  time  to  time  "  if  Mrs.  Hayes'  baby  died 
last  night."  On  one  occasion  a  neighbor,  who  was  on 
familiar  terms  with  the  family,  after  alluding  to  the 
boy's  big  head,  and  the  mother's  assiduous  care  of 
nim,  said  in  a  bantering  way,  "  That's  right !  Stick  to 
him.  You  have  got  him  along  so  far,  and  I  shouldn't 
wonder  if  he  would  really  come  to  something  yet." 

"  You  need  not  laugh,"  said  Mrs.  Hayes.  "You 
vait  and  see.  You  can't  tell  but  I  shall  make  him 
President  of  the  United  States  yet."  The  boy  lived, 
in  spite  of  the  universal  predictions  of  his  speedy 
death;  and  when,  in  1S25,  his  older  brother  was 
drowned,  he  became,  if  possible,  still  dearer  to  his 
mother. 

The  boy  was  seven  years  old  before  he  wont  to 
school.  His  education,  however,  was  not  neglected. 
He  probably  learned  as  much  from  his  mother  and 
sister  as  he  would  have  done  at  school.  His  sports 
were  almost  wholly  within  doors,  his  playmates  being 
his  sister  and  her  associates.  These  circumstances 
tended,  no  doubt,  to  foster  that  gentleness  of  dispo- 
sition, and  that  delicate  consideration  for  the  feelings 
of  others,  which  are  marked  traits  of  his   character. 

His  uncle  Sardis  Birchard  took  the  deepest  interest 
in  his  education;  and  as  the  buy's  health  had  im- 
proved, and  he  was  making  good  progress  in  his 
studies,  he  proposed  to  send  him  to  college.  His  pre- 
paration commenced  with  a  tutor  at  home;  but  he 
was  afterwards  sent  for  one  year  to  a  professor  in  the 
Wesleyan  University,  in  Middletown,  Conn.  He  en- 
tered Kenyon  College  in  1838,  at  the  age  of  sixteen, 
and  was  graduated  at  the  head  of  his  class  in   1842. 

lunnediately  after  his  graduation  he  began  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Thomas  Sparrow,  Esq., 
in  Columbus.  Finding  his  opportunities  for  study  in 
Columbus  somewhat  limited,  he  determined  to  enter 
the  Law  School  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  where  he  re- 
mained two  years. 

In  1845,  after  graduatmg  at  the  Law  School,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  and  shortly 
afterward  went  into  practice  as  an  attorney-at-law 
with  Ralph  P.  Buckland,  of  Fremont.  Here  he  re- 
mained three  years,  acquiring  but  a  limited  practice, 
and  apparently  unambitious  of  distinction  in  his  pro- 
fession. 

In  1849  he  moved  to  Cincmnati,  where  his  ambi- 
tion found  a  new  stimulus.  For  several  years,  how- 
ever, his  progress  was  slow.  Two  events,  occurring  at 
this  period,  had  a  powerful  influence  upon  his  suhse- 
(;uent  life.  One  of  these  was  his  marrage  with  Miss 
Lucy  Ware  Webb,  daughter  of  Dr.  James  Welib,  of 
Chilicothe;  the  other  was  his  introduction  to  the  Cin- 
cinnati Literary  Club,  a  body  embracing  among  its 
members  such  men  a.s'^hief  Justice  Salmon  P.  Cliase, 


Geu.  John  Pope,  Gov.  Edward  F.  Noyes,  and  many 
others  hardly  less  distinguished  in  after  life.  The 
marriage  was  a  fortunate  one  in  every  respect,  as 
everybody  knows.  Not  one  of  all  the  wives  of  our 
Presidents  was  more  universally  admired,  reverenced 
and  beloved  than  was  Mrs.  Hayes,  and  no  one  did 
more  than  she  toreflecthonor  upon  American  woman 
hood.  The  Literary  Cluu  brought  Mr.  Hayes  into 
constant  association  with  young  men  of  high  char- 
acter and  noble  aims,  and  lured  him  to  display  *:he 
qualities  so  long  hidden  by  his  bashfulness  and 
modesty. 

In  1856  he  was  nominated  to  the  office  of  Judge  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  ;  but  he  declined  to  ac- 
cept the  nomination.  Two  years  later,  the  office  o) 
city  solicitor  becoming  vacant,  the  City  Council 
elected  him  for  the  unexpired  term. 

In  1S61,  when  the  Rebellion  broke  out,  he  was  at 
the  zenith  of  his  professional  I'f,.  His  rank  at  the 
bar  was  among  the  the  first.  But  the  news  of  the 
attack  on  Fort  Sunqjter  found  him  eager  to  take  'in 
arms  for  the  defense  of  his  country. 

His  military  record  was  bright  and  illustrious.  In 
October,  186 1,  he  was  made  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and 
in  August,  1 86 2,  promoted  Colonel  of  the  79th  Ohio 
regiment,  but  he  refused  to  leave  his  old  comrades 
and  go  among  strangers.  Subsequently,  however,  he 
was  made  Colonel  of  his  old  regiment.  At  the  battle 
of  South  Mountain  he  received  a  wound,  and  while 
faint  and  bleeding  displayed  courage  and  fortitude 
that  won  admiration  from  all. 

Col.  Hayes  was  detached  from  his  regiment,  after 
his  recovery,  to  art  as  Brigadier-General,  and  placed 
HI  command  of  the  celebrated  Kanawha  division, 
and  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  in  the  battles 
of  Winchester,  Fisher's  Hill  and  Cedar  Creek,  he  was 
promoted  Brigadier-General.  He  was  also  brevetted 
Major-General,  "forgallant  and  distinguished  Fervices 
during  the  campaigns  of  1864.  in  West  Virginia."  In 
the  course  of  his  arduous  services,  four  horses  were 
shot  from  under  him,  and  he  was  wounded  four  times. 

In  1S64,  Gen.  Hayes  was  elected  to  Congress,  from 
the  Second  Ohio  District,  which  had  long  been  Dem- 
ocratic. He  was  not  presoit  during  the  campaign, 
and  after  his  election  was  importuned  to  resign  his 
commission  in  the  army  ;  but  he  finally  declared,  "  I 
shall  never  come  to  Washington  until  I  can  come  by 
the  way  of  Richmond."  He  was  re-elected  in  1866. 

Ir.  1867,  Gen  Hayes  was  elected  Governor  of  Ohio, 
over  Hon.  Allen  G.  Thumian,  a  popular  Democrat. 
In  1869  was  re-elected  over  George  H.  Pendleton. 
Ha  was  elected  Governor  for  the  third  term  in   1875. 

]n  1876  he  was  the  standard  L-eaier  of  the  Repub- 
lican Party  in  the  Presidential  contest,  and  after  a 
hard  long  contest  was  chosen  President,  and  was  in 
augurated  Monday,  March  5,  1S75.  He  served  his 
full  term,  not,  hcwever,  with  satisfaction  to  his  party, 
but  his  admii;\stration  was  an  average  on.= 
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VMES  A.  ClARFIELl),  uvcn- 
tieth  President  of  the  United 
States,  was  born  Nov.  19, 
I  S3 1,  in  the  woods  of  Orange, 
Cuyahoga  Co.,  O  His  par- 
V      ■--  ^    /  ents  were  Abram  and    Khza 

'■  S^jI^  (Ballou)  Garfield,  both  of  New 
England  ancestry  and  from  fami- 
lies well  known  in  the  early  his- 
i,  tory  of  that  section  of  our  coun- 
try, but  had  moved  to  the  Western 
Reserve,  in  Ohio,  early  in  its  settle- 
ment. 

The  house  in  which  James  A.  was 
:iorn  was  not  unlike  the  houses  of 
poor  CJhio  farmers  of  that  day.  It 
...IS  about  20x30  feet,  built  of  logs,  with  the  spaces  be- 
.ween  the  logs  filled  with  clay.  His  father  was  a 
lard  working  farmer,  and  he  soon  had  his  fields 
.;leared,  an  orchard  planted,  and  a  log  barn  built. 
i"he  household  comprised  the  father  and  mother  and 
iieir  four  children — Mehetabel,  Thomas,  Mary  and 
'ames.  In  May,  1823,  the  father,  from  a  cold  con- 
.racted  in  helping  to  put  .out  a  forest  fire,  died.  At 
ihis  time  James  was  about  eighteen  months  old,  and 
Thomas  about  ten  years  old.  No  one,  perhaps,  can 
fell  how  much  James  was  indebted  to  his  brother's 
toil  and  self  sacrifice  during  the  twenty  years  suc- 
ceeding his  father's  death,  but  undoubtedly  very 
much.  He  now  lives  in  Michigan,  and  the  two  sis- 
ters live  in  -Solon,  O.,  near  their  birthplace. 

The  early  educational  advantages  young  Garfield 
enjoyed  were  very  limited,  yet  he  made  the  most  of 
them.  He  labored  at  farm  work  for  others,  did  car- 
penter work,  chopped  wood,  or  did  anytliing  that 
would  bring  in  a  few  dollars  to  aid  his  widowed 
mother  in  he' 'Struggles  to  keep  the  little   family  to- 


geliier.  Nor  was  Gen.  Garfield  ever  ashamed  of  his 
origin,  and  he  never  forgot  the  friends  of  his  strug- 
gling childhood,  youth  and  manhood,  neither  did  they 
ever  forget  him.  When  in  the  highest  seats  of  honor 
the  humblest  fiiend  of  his  boyhood  was  as  kindly 
greeted  as  ever.  The  poorest  laborer  was  sureof  the 
sympathy  of  one  who  had  known  all  the  bitterness 
of  want  and  the  sweetness  of  bread  earned  by  the 
sweat  of  the  brow.  He  was  ever  the  simple,  plain, 
modest  gentleman. 

The  highest  ambition  of  young  (airfield  until  hi 
was  about  sixteen  years  old  was  to  be  a  captain  o.f 
a  vessel  on  Lake  Erie.  He  was  anxious  to  go  aboard 
a  vessel,  which  his  mother  strongly  opposed.  She 
finally  consented  to  his  going  to  Cleveland,  with  th ^ 
understanding,  however,  that  he  should  try  to  obtair 
some  other  kind  of  employment.  He  walked  all  the 
way  to  Cleveland.  This  was  his  first  visit  to  the  city 
After  making  many  applications  for  work,  and  trying 
to  get  aboard  a  lake  vessel,  and  not  meeting  wilii 
success,  he  engaged  as  a  driver  for  his  cousin,  Amos 
Letcher,  on  the  Ohio  &  Pennsylvania  Canal.  He  re- 
mained at  this  work  but  a  short  time  when  he  wen' 
home,  and  attended  the  seminary  at  Chester  for 
about  three  years,  when  he  entered  Hiram  and  the 
Eclectic  Institute,  teaching  a  few  terms  of  school  in 
llie  meantime,  and  doing  other  work.  Tiiis  school 
was  started  by  the  Disciples  of  Christ  in  1850,  of 
which  church  he  was  then  a  member.  He  became 
janitor  and  bell-ringer  in  order  to  heli)  pay  his  way. 
He  then  became  lioth  teaclier  and  inijiil.  He  soon 
"  exiiausted  Hiram  "  and  needed  more ;  hence,  in  tlie 
fall  of  T854,  he  entered  Williams  College,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1856,  taking  one  of  the  highest  hon- 
ors of  his  class.  He  afterwards  returned  to  Hiram 
College  as  its  President.  As  above  slated,  he  early 
united  with  the  Christian  or  Diciples  Church  at 
Hiram,  and  was  ever  after  a  devoted,  zealous  mem- 
ber, often  preaching  in  its  pul[)it  and  [ilaces  where 
he  liappened  to  be.  Dr.  Noah  Porter,  I'residL-Pt  of 
Vale  College,  says  of  him  in  reference;  to  Iiis  reliuioii : 
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"  President  Garfield  was  more  than  a  man  of 
strong  moral  and  religious  convictions.  His  whole 
history,  from  boyhood  to  the  last,  shows  that  duty  to 
man  and  to  God,  and  devotion  to  Ciirist  and  life  and 
faith  and  spiritual  commission  were  controlling  springs 
of  his  being,  and  to  a  more  than  usual  degree.  In 
:ny  judgment  there  is  no  more  interesting  feature  of 
his  character  than  his  loyal  allegiance  to  the  body  of 
Christians  in  which  he  was  trained,  and  the  fervent 
sympathy  which  he  ever  showed  in  their  Christian 
communion.  Not  many  of  the  few  'wise  and  mighty 
and  noble  who  are  called'  show  a  similar  loyalty  to 
the  less  stately  and  cultured  Christian  communions 
in  which  they  have  been  reared.  Too  often  it  is  true 
that  as  they  step  upward  in  social  and  political  sig- 
nificance they  step  upward  from  one  degree  to 
another  in  some  of  the  many  types  of  fashionable 
Christianity.  President  Garfield  adhered  to  the 
:!uirch  of  his  mother,  the  church  in  which  he  was 
trained,  and  in  which  he  served  as  a  pillar  and  an 
evangelist,  and  yet  with  the  largest  and  most  unsec- 
tarian  charity  for  all  'who  loveour  Lord  in  sincerity.'" 

Mr.  Garfield  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Lucretia  Rudolph,  Nov.  ii,  1858,  who  proved  herself 
worthy  as  the  wife  of  one  whom  all  the  world  loved  and 
mourned.  To  them  were  born  seven  children,  five  of 
v/hom  are  still  living,  four  boys  and  one  girl. 

Mr.  Garfield  made  his  first  political  speeches  in  1856, 
in  Hiram  and  the  neighboring  villages,  and  three 
years  later  he  began  to  speak  at  county  mass-meet- 
ings, and  became  the  favorite  speaker  wherever  he 
was.  During  this  year  he  was  elected  to  the  Ohio 
Senate.  He  also  began  to  study  law  at  Cleveland, 
and  in  iS6r  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  The  great 
Rebellion  broke  out  in  the  early  part  of  this  year, 
and  Mr.  Garfield  at  once  resolved  to  fight  as  he  had 
talked,  and  enlisted  to  defend  the  old  flag.  He  re- 
ceived his  commission  as  Lieut.-Colonel  of  the  Forty- 
second  Regiment  of  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Aug. 
14,1861.  He  was  immediately  put  into  active  ser- 
vice, and  before  he  had  ever  seen  a  gun  fired  in  action, 
was  placed  in  command  of  four  regiments  of  infantry 
and  eight  companies  of  cavalry,  charged  with  the 
work  of  driving  out  of  his  native  State  the  officer 
(Humphrey  M-.rsliall)  reputed  to  be  the  ablest  of 
those,  not  educated  to  war  whom  Kentucky  had  given 
to  the  Rebellion.  This  work  was  bravely  and  speed- 
ily accomplished,  although  against  great  odds.  Pres- 
ident Lincoln,  on  his  success  commissioned  him 
Brigadier-General,  J-in.  10,  1862;  and  as  "he  had 
been  the  youngest  man  in  the  Ohio  Senate  two  years 
before,  so  now  he  was  the  youngest  General  in  the 
army."  He  was  with  Gen.  Buell's  army  at  Shiloh, 
in  its  operations  around  Corinth  and  its  march  through 
Alabama.  He  was  then  detailed  as  a  memberof  tiie 
General  CouIt-^Llrtial  for  the  trial  of  Gen.  Fitz-John 
Porter.  He  was  then  ordered  to  report  to  Gen.  Rose- 
crans,  and  was  assigned  to  the  "  Chief  of  Staff." 

The  military  lu'story  of  Gen.  Garfield  closed  with 


his  brilliant  services  at  Chickamauga,  where  he  won 
the  stars  of  the  Major-General. 

Without  an  effort  on  his  part  Gew  Garfield  wa» 
elected  to  Congress  in  the  fall  of  1862  from  the 
Nineteenth  District  of  Ohio.  This  section  of  Ohio 
had  been  represented  in  Congress  for  sixty  years 
mainly  by  two  men — Elisha  Whittlesey  and  Joshua 
R.  Giddings.  It  was  not  without  a  struggle  that  he 
resigned  his  place  in  the  army.  At  the  time  he  en- 
tered Congress  he  was  the  youngest  member  in  thai 
body.  Thert;  he  remained  by  successive  re- 
elections  until  he  was  elected  President  in  1880. 
Of  his  labors  in  Congress  Senator  Hoar  says  :  "  Since 
the  year  1864  you  cannot  think  of  a  question  which 
has  been  debated  in  Congress,  or  discussed  before  & 
tribunel  of  the  American  people,  in  regard  to  whici 
you  will  not  find,  if  you  wish  instruction,  the  argu- 
inent  on  one  side  stated,  in  almost  every  instance 
better  than  by  anybody  else,  in  some  speech  made  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  or  on  the  hustings  by 
Mr.  Garfield." 

Uixjn  Jan.  14,  1880,  Gen.  Garfield  was  elected  to 
the  U.  S.  Senate,  and  on  the  eighth  of  June,  of  the 
same  year,  was  nominated  as  the  candidate  of  his 
party  for  President  at  the  great  Chicago  Convention. 
He  was  elected  in  tlie  following  November,  and  on 
March  4,  i88r,  was  inaugurated.  Probably  no  ad- 
ministration ever  opened  its  existence  under  brighter 
auspices  than  that  of  President  Garfield,  and  every 
day  it  grew  in  favor  with  the  peoijle,  and  by  the  first 
of  July  he  had  completed  all  the  initiatory  and  pre- 
liminary work  of  his  administration  and  was  prepar- 
ing to  leave  the  city  to  meet  his  friends  at  Williams 
College.  While  on  his  way  and  at  the  depot,  in  com- 
pany with  Secretary  Blaine,  a  man  stepped  behind 
him,  drew  a  revolver,  and  fired  directly  at  his  back. 
The  President  tottered  and  fell,  and  as  he  did  so  the 
assassin  fired  a  second  shot,  the  bullet  cutting  the 
left  coat  sleeve  of  his  victim,  but  in.licting  no  further 
injury.  It  has  been  very  truthfully  said  that  this  was 
"  the  shot  that  was  heard  round  the  world  "  Never 
before  in  the  history  of  the  Nation  had  anything  oc- 
curred which  so  nearly  froze  the  blood  of  the  people 
for  the  moment,  as  this  awful  deed.  He  was  smit- 
ten on  the  brightest,  gladdest  day  of  all  his  life,  and 
was  at  the  summit  of  his  power  and  hope.  For  eighty 
days,  all  during  the  hot  months  of  July  and  August, 
he  lingered  and  suffered.  He,  however,  remained 
master  of  himself  till  the  last,  and  by  his  magnificent 
bearing  was  teaching  the  country  and  the  world  the 
noblest  of  human  lessons — how  to  live  grandly  in  the 
very  clutch  of  death.  Great  in  life,  he  was  surpass- 
ingly great  in  death.  He  passed  serenely  away  Sept. 
19,  1883,  at  Elberon,  N.  J.,  on  the  very  bank  of  the 
ocean,  where  he  had  been  taken  shortly  previous.  The 
world  wept  at  his  death,  as  it  never  had  done  on  the 
death  of  any  other  man  who  had  ever  lived  upon  it. 
The  murderer  was  duly  tried,  found  guilty  and  exe- 
cuted, in  one  year  after  he  committed  the  fous  deed. 
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HESTER      A.      ARTHUR, 

I/)  twentv-first    I'rcsi'Lm    uf  the 

g)  United    States     was    born     in 

Fvanklin  Com' ty,  \'crmont,  on 

the  fifth  of  Oc'ol)cr,  1830,  and  is 

the  oldest    uf  a    family    of  two 

''/'    sons  and    five    daughters.      His 

father  was  the  Rev.  Dr.  ^\■illianl 

Arthur,  a Baptistd ,rgyman, who 

emigrated  to   tl?.s  country  from 

\^    the  county  Ant;im,   Ireland,   in 

his  18th  year,  and  died  in   1875,  in 

Newtonville,   neai    Albany,   after  a 

long  and  successful  ministry. 

Young  Arthur  was  educated  at 
Union  College,  S(  henectady,  where 
he  excelled  in  all  his  studies.  Af- 
ter his  graduation  he  taught  school 
|'f|  in  Vermont  for  two  years,  and  at 
the  e.xpiration  cf  that  time  came  to 
New  York,  with  $500  in  his  pocket, 
and  entered  the  ofifice  of  ex-Judge 
^  E.  D.  Culver  as  student.  After 
I  being  admitted  to  the  bar  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  his  intimate  friend  and  room-mate, 
Henry  0.  Cardiner,  with  the  intention  of  practicing 
in  the  West,  and  for  three  months  they  roamed  about 
in  the  Western  States  in  search  of  an  eligible  site, 
but  in  the  end  returned  to  New  York,  where  they 
hung  out  their  shingle,  and  entered  upon  a  success- 
ful career  almost  from  the  start.  General  Arthur 
soon  afterward  nwrpd  the  daughter   of  Lieutenant 


Herndon,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  who  was  lost  at 
sea.  Congress  voted  a  gold  medal  to  his  widow  in 
recognition  of  the  bravery  he  displayed  on  that  occa- 
sion. Mrs.  Arthur  died  shortly  before  Mr.  Arthurs 
nomination  to  the  Vice  Presidency,  leaving  two 
children. 

Gen.  Arthur  obtained  considerable  legal  celebrity 
in  his  first  great  case,  the  famous  Lemmon  suit, 
brought  to  recover  possession  of  eight  slaves  who  had 
liecii  declared  free  by  Judge  Paine,  of  the  Superior 
Court  of  New  York  City.  It  was  in  1852  that  Jon- 
athan Lemmon,  of  Virginia,  went  to  New  York  with 
his  slaves,  intending  to  ship  them  to  Texas,  when 
they  were  discovered  and  freed.  The  Judge  decided 
that  they  could  not  be  held  by  the  owner  under  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Law.  A  howl  of  rage  went  up  from 
the  South,  and  the  Virginia  Legislature  authorized  the 
Attorney  General  of  that  State  to  assist  in  an  appeal. 
Wm.  M.  Evarts  and  Chester  A.  Arthur  were  employed 
to  represent  the  People,  and  they  won  their  case, 
wliich  theii  went  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  Charles  O'Conor  here  espoused  the  cause 
of  the  slave-holders,  but  he  too  was  beaten  by  Messrs 
Evarts  and  Arthur,  and  a  long  step  was  taken  toward 
the  emancipation  of  the  black  race. 

Another  great  service  was  rendered  by  General 
Arthur  in  the  same  cause  in  1856.  Lizzie  Jennings, 
a  respectable  colored  woman,  was  put  off  a  Fourth 
Avenue  car  with  violence  after  she  had  paid  her  fare. 
General  Arthur  sued  on  her  behalf,  and  secured  a 
verdict  of  S500  damages.  The  next  day  the  compa- 
ny issued  an  order  to  admit  colored  persons  to  ride 
on  their  cars,  and  the  other  car  companies  tjuickly 
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followed  their  example.  Before  that  the  Sixth  Ave- 
nue Company  ran  a  few  special  cars  for  colored  per- 
sons and  the  other  lines  refused  to  let  them  ride  at  all. 

General  Arthur  was  a  delegate  to  the  Convention 
at  Saratoga  that  founded  the  Republican  party. 
Previous  to  the  war  lie  was  Judge-Advocate  of  the 
Second  Brigade  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  Gov- 
ernor Morgan,  uf  that  State,  appointed  hun  Engineer- 
in-Chief  of  his  staff.  In  1861,  he  was  made  Inspec- 
tor General,  and  soon  afterward  became  Quartermas- 
ter-General. In  each  of  these  offices  he  rendered 
great  service  to  the  Government  during  the  war.  At 
the  end  of  Governor  Morgan's  term  he  resumed  the 
practice  of  the  law,  forming  a  partnership  with  Mr. 
Ransom,  and  then  Mr.  Phelps,  the  District  Attorney 
of  New  Yoik,  was  added  to  the  firm.  The  legal  prac- 
tice of  this  well-known  firm  was  very  large  and  lucra- 
tive, each  of  the  gentlemen  composing  it  were  able 
lawyers,  and  possessed  a  splendid  local  reiiutation,  if 
not  indeed  one  of  national  extent. 

He  always  look  a  leading  part  in  State  and  city 
politics.  He  was  appointed  Collector  of  the  Port  of 
New  York  by  President  Grant,  Nov.  21  1S72,  to  suc- 
ceed Thomas  Murphy,  and  held  the  office  until  July, 
20,  1 87 8,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Collector  Mcrritt. 

Mr.  Arthur  was  nominated  on  the  Presidential 
ticket,  with  Gen.  James  A.  Garfield,  at  the  famous 
National  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago  in 
June,  1880.  This  was  perhaps  the  greatest  political 
convention  that  ever  assembled  on  the  continent.  It 
was  composed  'oi  the  '  jading  politicians  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  all  alile  men,  and  each  stood  firm  and 
fought  vigorously  and  with  signal  tenacity  for  their 
respective  candidates  that  were  before  the  conven- 
tion for  the  nomination.  Finallv  Gen.  Garfield  re- 
ctived  the  nomination  for  Piesident  and  Gen.  Arthur 
tor  Vice-President.  The  campaign  wiiich  followed 
was  one  of  the  most  animated  known  in  the  history  of 
our  country,  (ien.  Hancock,  the  standard-bearer  of 
the  Democratic  part\,  was  a  popular  man,  and  his 
party  made  a  valiant  fight  for  his  election. 

Finally  the  election  came  and  the  country's  choice 
.vas  Garfield  and  .Arthur.  They  were  inaugurated 
i'.Iavcii  4,  iSXi,  as  President  and  Vice-President. 
A  few  months  only  had  passed  ere  the  newly  chosen 
President  was  the  victim  of  the  assassin's  bullet.  Then 
came  terrible  weeks  of  suffering, — those  moments  of 
anxious  suspense,  vvhen  the  hearts  of  all  civilized  na- 


tions were  throbbing  in  unison,  longing  for  the  re- 
covery of  the  noble,  the  good  President.  The  remark- 
able patience  that  he  manifested  during  those  hours 
and  weeks,  and  even  months,  of  the  most  terrible  suf- 
fering man  has  often  been  called  upon  to  endure,  was 
seemingly  more  than  human.  It  was  certainly  God- 
like. During  all  this  period  of  deepest  anxiety  Mr, 
Arthur's  every  move  was  watched,  and  be  it  said  to  his 
credit  that  his  every  action  displayed  only  an  earnest 
desire  that  the  suffering  Garfield  might  recover,  to 
serve  the  remainder  of  the  teriri  he  had  so  auspi- 
ciously begun.  Not  a  selfish  feeling  was  manifested 
in  deed  or  look  of  this  man,  even  though  the  most 
honored  position  in  the  world  was  at  any  moment 
likely  to  fall  to  him. 

At  last  God  in  his  mercy  relieved  President  Gar- 
field front  further  suffering,  and  the  world,  as  never 
before  in  its  history  over  the  death  of  any  other 
man,  wept  at  his  bier.  Then  it  became  the  duty  of 
the  ^'ice  President  to  assume  the  responsibilities  of 
the  high  office,  and  he  took  the  oath  in  New  York, 
Sept.  20,  1 88 1.  The  position  was  an  embarrassing 
one  to  him,  made  doubly  so  from  the  facts  that  all 
eyes  were  on  him,  anxious  to  know  what  lie  would  do, 
what  policy  he  would  pursue,  and  who  he  would  se- 
lect as  advisers.  The  duties  of  the  office  had  been 
greatly  neglected  during  the  President's  long  illness, 
and  many  important  measures  were  to  be  immediately 
decided  by  him ;  and  still  farther  to  embarrass  him  he 
did  not  fail  to  realize  under  what  circumstances  he 
became  President,  and  knew  the  feelings  of  many  on 
this  point.  Under  these  trying  circumstances  President 
Arthur  took  the  reins  of  the  Government  in  his  own 
hands ;  and,  as  embarrassing  as  were  the  condition  of 
affairs,  he  happily  surprised  the  nation,  acting  so 
wisely  that  but  few  criticised  his  administration. 
He  served  the  nation  well  and  faithfully,  until  tlie 
close  of  his  administration,  March  4,  1885,  and  was 
a  popular  candidate  before  his  party  for  a  second 
term.  His  name  was  ably  presented  before  the  con- 
\ention  at  Chicago,  and  was  received  with  great 
lavor,  and  doubtless  but  for  the  personal  popularity 
of  one  of  the  opposing  candidates,  he  would  have 
been  selected  as  the  standard-bearer  of  his  party 
for  another  campaign.  He  retired  to  private  life  car- 
rying with  him  the  best  wishes  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, wliom  lie  had  served  in  a  manner  satisfactory 
to  them  and  with  credit  to  himself. 


C^I^t^rUy^  C/-C<.^/g 


CL^L^^J^A 


TWENTY-SECOND  PRESIDENT. 


'03 


^':^r/^>:s>7^^ 


I 


^^ 


TEPHEN  GROVER  CLEVE- 
LAND, the  twenty- second  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  was 
born  in  1837,  in  the  obscure 
town  of  Caldwell,  Essex  Co., 
N.  J.,  and  in  a  little  two-and-a- 
half-story  white  house  which  is  still 
standing,  characteristically  to  mark 
-^  the  humble  birth-place  of  one  of 
America's  great  men  in  striking  con- 
-Jj«t^l)\  trast  with  the  Old  Wodd,  where  all 
x^^^^/!'^  men  high  in  office  must  be  high  in 
origin  and  born  in  the  cradle  of 
wealth.  When  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  three  years  of  age,  his 
father,  who  was  a  Presbyterian  min- 
ister, with  a  large  family  and  a  small  salary,  moved, 
by  way  of  the  Hudson  River  and  Erie  Canal,  to 
Fayetteville,  in  search  of  an  increased  income  and  a 
larger  field  of  work.  Fayetteville  was  then  the  most 
straggling  of  country  villages,  about  five  miles  from 
Pompey  Hill,  where  Governor  Seymour  was  born. 

At  the  last  mentioned  place  young  Grover  com- 
menced going  to  school  in  the  "good,  old-fashioned 
way,"  and  presumably  distinguished  himself  after  the 
manner  of  all  village  boys,  in  doing  the  things  he 
ought  not  to  do.  Such  is  the  distinguishing  trait  of 
all  geniuses  and  independent  thinkers.  When  he 
arrived  at  the  age  of  14  years,  he  had  outgrown  the 
capacity  of  the  village  school   and  expressed  a  most 


emphatic  desire  to  be  s'ent  to  an  academy.  To  this 
his  father  decidedly  objected.  Academies  in  those 
days  cost  money;  besides,  his  father  wanted  him  to 
become  self-supporting  by  the  quickest  possible 
means,  and  this  at  that  time  in  Fayetteville  seemed 
to  be  a  iMsition  in  a  country  store,  where  his  father 
and  the  large  family  on  his  hands  had  considerable 
influence.  Grover  was  to  be  paid  $50  for  his  services 
the  first  year,  and  if  he  proved  trustworthy  he  was  to 
receive  $100  the  second  year.  Here  the  lad  com- 
menced his  career  as  salesman,  and  in  two  years  he 
had  earned  so  good  a  reputation  for  trustworthiness 
that  his  employers  desired  to  retain  him  for  an  in. 
definite  length  of  time.  Otherwise  he  did  not  ex- 
hibit as  yet  any  particular  "  flashes  of  genius  "  or 
eccentricities  of  talent.  He  was  simply  a  good  boy. 
But  instead  of  remaining  with  this  firm  in  Fayette- 
ville, he  went  with  the  family  in  their  removal  to 
Clinton,  where  he  had  an  opportunity  of  attending  a 
high  school.  Here  he  industriously  pursued  his 
studies  until  the  family  removed  with  him  to  a  point 
on  Black  River  known  as  the  "  Holland  Patent,"  a 
village  of  500  or  600  people,  15  miles  north  of  Utica, 
N.  Y.  At  this  place  his  father  died,  after  preaching 
but  three  Sundays.  This  event  broke  uptlie  family, 
and  Grover  set  out  for  New  York  City  to  accejit,  at  a 
small  salary,  the  position  of  "  under-teacher  "  in  an 
asylum  for  the  blind.  He  taught  faithfully  for  two 
years,  and  although  he  obtained  a  good  reputation  in 
this  capacity,  he  concluded  that  teaching  was  not  his 
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calling  for  life,  and,  reversing  the  traditional  order, 
he  left  the  city  to  seek  his  fortune,  instead  of  going 
to  a  city.  He  first  thought  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  as 
Ihere  was  some  charm  in  that  name  for  him;  but 
before  proceeding  to  that  place  he  went  to  Buffalo  to 
isk  the  advice  of  his  uncle,  Lewis  F.  Allan,  a  noted 
stock-breeder  of  that  place.  The  latter  did  not 
cpeak  enthusiastically.  "What  is  it  you  want  to  do, 
my  boy.'"  he  asked.  "Well,  sir,  I  want  to  study 
law,"  was  the  reply,  "Good  gracious!"  remarked 
the  old  gentleman ;  "  do  you,  indeed  .''  What  ever  put 
that  into  your  head.'  How  much  money  have  you 
got.*'  'Well,  sir,  to  tell  the  truth,  I  haven't  got 
anv-.'^ 

After  a  long  consultation,  his  uncle  offered  him  a 
place  temporarily  as  assistant  herd- keeper,  at  $50  a 
year,  wriile  he  could  "look  around."  One  day  soon 
afterward  he  boldly  walked  into  the  office  of  Rogers, 
Bowen  &  Rogers,  of  Buffalo, 'and  told  Ihem  what  he 
wanted.  A  number  of  young  men  were  already  en- 
gaged in  the  office,  but  Grover's  persistency  won,  and 
ne  was  finally  permitted  to  come  as  an  office  boy  and 
liave  the  use  of  the  law  library,  for  the  nominal  sum 
of  $3  or  $4  a  week.  Out  of  this  he  had  to  pay  for 
his  board  and  washing.  The  walk  to  and  from  his 
uncle's  was  a  long  and  rugged  one;  and,  although 
the  first  winter  was  a  memorably  severe  one,  his 
slioes  were  out  of  repair  and  his  overcoat — he  had 
none — yet  he  was  nevertheless  prompt  and  regular. 
On  the  first  day  of  his  service  here,  his  senior  em- 
ployer threw  down  a  copy  of  Blackstone  before  him 
with  a  bang  that  made  the  dust  fly,  saying  "That's 
where  they  all  begin."  A  titter  ran  around  the  little 
circle  of  cleiks  and  students,  as  they  thought  that 
was  enough  to  scare  young  Grover  out  of  his  plans  ; 
Dut  indue  time  he  mastered  that  cumbersome  volume. 
Then,  as  ever  afterward,  however,  Mr.  Cleveland 
exhibited  a  talent  for  executiveness  rather  than  for 
chasing  principles  through  all  their  metaphysical 
possibilities.  ''  Let  us  quit  talking  and  go  and  do 
t,"  was  practically  his  motlo. 

The  first  public  office  to  which  Mr.  Cleveland  was 
ejected  was  that  of  Siieriff  of  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in 
which  Buffalo  is  situated;  and  in  such  capacity  it  fell 
to  his  duty  to  inflict  capital  punishment  upon  two 
criminals.  In  iSSi  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Buffalo,  ou  ilie  Democratic  ticket,  with  es- 
pecial reference  to  the  bringing  about  certain  reforms 


in  the  administration  of  the  municipal  affairs  of  that 
city.  In  this  office,  as  well  as  that  of  Sheriff,  his 
performance  of  duty  has  generally  been  considered 
fair,  with  possibly  a  few  exceptions  which  were  fer- 
reted out  and  magnified  during  the  last  Presidential 
campaign.  As  a  specimen  of  his  plain  language  in 
a  veto  message,  we  quote  from  one  vetoing  an  iniqui- 
tous street-cleaning  contract:  "This  is  a  time  for 
plain  speech,  and  my  objection  to  your  action  shall 
be  plainly  stated.  I  regard  it  as  the  culmination  of 
a  mos  bare-faced,  impudent  and  shameless  scheme 
to  betray  the  interests  of  the  people?  and  to  worse 
than  squander  the  people's  money,"  The  New  York 
Sun  afterward  very  highly  commended  Mr.  Cleve- 
land's administration  as  Mayor  of  Buffalo,  and  there- 
upon recommended  him  for  Governor  of  the  Empire 
State.  To  the  latter  office  he  was  elected  in  1S82, 
and  his  administration  of  the  affairs  of  State  was 
generally  satisfactory.  The  mistakes  he  made,  if 
any,  were  made  very  public  throughout  the  nation 
after  he  was  nominated  for  President  of  the  United 
States.  For  this  high  office  he  was  nominated  July 
II,  18S4,  by  the  National  Democratic  Convention  at 
Chicago,  when  other  competitors  were  Thomas  F. 
Bayard,  Roswell  P.  Flower,  Thomas  A.  Hendricks, 
Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Allen  G.  Thurman,  etc.;  and  he 
was  elected  by  the  people,  by  a  majority  of  about  a 
thousand,  over  the  brilliant  and  long-tried  Repub- 
lican statesman,  James  G.  Blaine.  President  Cleve- 
land resigned  his  office  as  Governor  of  New  York  in 
January,  1SS5,  in  order  to  prepare  for  his  duties  as 
the  Chief  Executive  of  the  United  States,  in  which 
capacity  his  term  commenced  at  noon  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1885.  For  his  Cabinet  officers  he  selected 
the  following  gentlemen:  For  Secretary  of  State, 
Thomas  F.  Bayard,  of  Delaware ;  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  Daniel  Manning,  of  New  York ;  Secretary 
of  War,  William  C.  Endicott,  of  Massachusetts ; 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  William  C.  Whitney,  of  New 
York;  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  L.  Q.  C.  Lamar,  of 
Mississippi ;  Postmaster-General,  William  F.  Vilas, 
of  Wisconsin ;  Attorney-General,  A.  H.  Garland,  of 
Arkansas. 

The  silver  question  precipitated  a  controversy  be- 
tween those  who  were  in  favor  of  the  continuance  of 
silver  coinage  and  those  who  were  opposed,  Mr. 
Cleveland  answering  for  the  latter,  even  before  his 
inausuration. 
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ENJAMIN   HARRISON,  iho 

uwenty-third  I'l-esidcnl,  is 
tlio  ilesceiulant  of  one  of  the 
histoiical  families  of  tliis 
country.  The  head  of  the 
family  was  a  INInjoi- <  uncial 
Harrison,  one  of  Oliver 
Cromwell's  trusted   follow- 


**  ers  and  fighters.  In  the  zenith  of  Crom- 
well's power  it  became  the  duty  of  this 
Harrison  to  particijiate  in  the  trial  of 
Charles  I.  and  afterward  to  sign  the 
deaili  warrant  of  the  king.  He  subse- 
quently paid  for  this  with  his  life,  being 
hung  Oct.  13,  1G60.  His  descendants 
came  to  America,  and  the  next  of  the 
family  that  appears  in  historj-  is  Benja- 
:-.:in  Harrison,  of  Virginia, great-grand- 
father of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and 
after  wbom  he  was  named.  Benjamin  Harrison 
was  a  member  of  the  Continental  Congress  during 
the  years  i774-5-G,  and  was  one  of  the  original 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  He 
was  three  times  elected  Governor  of  Virginia. 
Gen    William  Henry   Harrison,  the  son  of  the 


distinguished  patriot  of  the  Revolution,  after  a  suc- 
cessful career  as  a  soldier  during  the  War  of  1812, 
and  with -a  clean  record  as  Governor  of  the  North- 
western Territor}^,  was  elected  President  of  the 
United  States  in  1840.  His  career  was  cut  short 
by  death  within  one  month  r.fter  his  inauguration. 
President  Harrison  was  born  at  North  Bend, 
Hamilton  Co.,  Ohio,  Aug.  .■^0,  18;:>.3  His  life  up  to 
the  time  of  his  graduation  bj'  the  Miami  University, 
at  Oxford,  Ohio,  was  the  uneventful  one  of  a.  coun- 
try lad  of  a  family  of  small  means.  His  father  was 
able  to  give  him  a  good  education,  and  nothing 
more.  He  became  engaged  while  at  college  to  ths 
daughter  of  Dr.  Scott,  Principal  of  a  female  schoo. 
at  Oxford.  After  graduating  he  determined  to  en- 
ter upon  the  studj^  of  the  law.  He  went  to  Cin 
cinnati  and  then  read  law  for  two  years.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  time  young  Harrison  receiv.  d  tt"; 
only  inheritance  of  his  life ;  his  aunt  dying  left  liim 
a  lot  valued  at  §800.  He  regarded  this  legacy  as  t. 
fortune,  and  decided  to  get  married  at  once,  taks 
this  money  and  go  to  some  Eastern  town  an'  oe- 
gin  the  practice  of  law.  He  sold  his  lot,  and  with 
the  money  in  his  pocket,  he  started  out  wita  his 
j-uung  wife  to  fight  for  a  place  in   tlie  world.     Ke 
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cieciilcd  to  go  to  Indianapolis,  which  was  even  at 
ihat  time  a  town  of  promise,  lie  met  witli  sliglit 
encouragement  at  first,  mailing  scarcely  an^-tliing 
tlie  first  j-oar.  lie  worked  diligent!}-,  ai)pl3-ing  him- 
self closely  to  his  calling,  built  up  an  extensive 
practice  and  took  a  leading  rank  in  the  legal  pro- 
-'ession.     He  is  the  father  of  two  children. 

In  18GC  I\Ir.  Harrison  was  nonjinated  for  tlie 
position  of  Supreme  Court  Reporter,  and  +,'ien  be- 
gan his  experience  as  a  stump  speake:  He  can- 
vassed tlie  .State  thoroughly,  and  was  elected  by  a 
handsome  majority.  In  18G2  he  raised  the  17th 
Indiana  Infantry,  and  was  chosen  its  Colonel.  His 
regiment  was  composed  of  the  rawest  of  material, 
out  Ctil.  Harrison  emp[o3'ed  all  his  time  at  liist 
mastering  military  tactics  and  drilling  his  men, 
when  he  therefore  came  to  move  towar<l  the  East 
with  .Sherman  his  regiment  was  one  of  the  best 
drilled  and  organized  in  the  army.  At  Resaca  he 
especially  distinguished  himself,  and  for  his  bravery 
r.t,  Peachtree  Creek  he  was  made  a  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral, Gen.  Hooker  speaking  of  him  in  the  m(.)st 
C'omplimentarj'  terms. 

During  the  absence  of  Gen.  Harrison  in  the  field, 
he  Supreme  Court  declared  the  ollice  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  Rei)orter  vacant,  and  another  i)erson 
was  elected  to  the  position.  From  the  time  of  leav- 
irsf  Indiana  with  his  regiment  nutil  the  fall  of  1.SC4 
he  had  taken  no  leave  of  absence,  but  having  lieen 
nominated  that  year  for  the  same  office,  he  got  a 
thirty-day  leave  of  absence,  and  during  that  time 
made  a  brilliant  canvass  of  the  State,  and  was  elected 
for  another  teirn.  He  then  started  to  rejoin  Sher- 
2ian,buton  the  way  was  stricken  down  with  scarlet 
:ever,  and  after  a  most  trying  siege  made  his  way 
to  the  front  in  time  to  participate  in  the  closing 
tncidents  of  the  war. 

In  18G8Gen.  Harrison  declmed  •  re-election  as 
:€porter,  and  resumed  the  practice  of  law_  In  187(". 
£6  was  a  candidate  for  Governor.  Although  de- 
;  eated,  the  brilliant  campaign  he  made  won  for  him 
a  National  reputation,  and  he  was  much  sought,  es- 
peciai.y  in  the  East,  to  make  speeches.  In  18.S(), 
as  usuni,  he  took  an  active  i)art  in  tiie  camiiaign, 
un(\  wiv  elected  to  the  United  .States  Senate.  Here 
ne  serve. 1  sis  years,  and  vas  known  as  one  of  the 
ablest  men,  best  lawyer-^  ..mi  sli'onge^t    debateis   in 


that  body.  With  the  expiration  of  his  Senatorial 
term  he  returned  to  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
becoming  the  head  of  one  of  the  strongest  firms  in 
the  State. 

The  political  campaign  of  1888  was  one  of  the 
most  memorable  in  the  history  of  our  countr^^  The 
convention  which  assembled  in  Chicago  in  June  and 
named  Mr.  Harrison  as  the  chief  standard  bearer 
of  the  Republican  party,  was  gre.at  in  ever}'  partic- 
ular, and  on  this  account,  and  the  attitude  it  as- 
sumed upon  the  vital  questions  of  the  day,  chief 
among  which  was  the  tariff,  awoke  a  deep  interest 
in  the  campaign  throughout  the  Nation.  Shortly 
after  the  nomination  delegations  began  to  visit  Mr. 
Harrison  at  Indianapolis,  his  home.  This  move- 
ment became  popular,  and  from  all  sections  of  the 
countr}'  societies,  clubs  and  deleg.ations  journeyed 
tliitiier  to  p.ay  their  respects  to  the  distinguished 
statesman.  The  popularity  of  these  was  greatly 
increased  on  account  of  the  remarkable  speeches 
made  by  Mr.  Harrison.  He  spoke  daily  all  through 
the  summer  and  autumn  to  these  visiting  delega- 
tions, and  so  varied,  masterly  and  eloquent  were 
his  speeches  that  they  at  once  placed  him  in  the 
fdremost  rank  of  American  orators  and  statesmen. 

On  account  of  his  eloquence  as  a  speaker  and  his 
power  as  a  deb.ater,  he  was  called  upon  at  an  uu- 
c(nnmonly  early  age  to  t.ake  part  in  the  discussion 
(if  llie  great  questions  that  then  began  t.)  agitate 
the  counlry.  He  w.as  an  uncompromising  ant: 
slavery  man.  and  was  matched  against  some  of  tiie 
n-.ost  eminent  DenK.cratic  speakers  of  his  State. 
Xo  man  \vlio  felt  the  touch  of  his  blade  desired  to 
be  [litU'd  with  him  again.  "Willi  all  his  eloq-'ence 
as  an  orator  he  never  spoke  for  or.atorie.a'i  etfect, 
but  his  worils  always  went  like  liullets  to  the  mark 
lie  is  purely  ^Vmerican  in  his  ideas  and  is  a  spier 
did  typ<'  <if  the  -Vmerican  statesman,  (iifled  will 
([uick  pen  (ption,  alogical  mind  and  a  ready  tongue, 
he  is  (ine  of  the  most  distinguished  impromptu 
si)eaki'rs  in  tlie  Nation.  Many  of  these  sipeeches 
sparkled  with  the  rarest  of  eloquence  and  contained 
arguments  of  greatest  weight.  Manj'  of  his  terse 
statements  have  already  become  aijhorisms.  Origi- 
nal in  thought,  precise  in  logic,  terse  in  statement, 
yet  withal  faultless  in  eloquence,  he  is  recogTiized  as 
the  sound  statesman  and  bril'ian*:.  or.-itor  o*  the  day 
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V  H\I)RACH  BOND,  the  Inst 
Ciovernor  of  Illinois  after  its 
or^mizatioii  as  a  State,  serving 
from  iSi8  to  1822,  was  born  in 
tiedelick  County,  Maryland, 
in  the  year  1773,  and  was 
lai-^ed  a  farmer  on  his  father's 
l)lantation,  receiving  only  a  plain 
English  education.  He  emigrated 
to  this  State  in  1794,  when  it  was  a 
part  of  the  "Northwest  Territorj," 
continuing  in  the  vocation  in  which 
he  had  been  brought  up  in  his  native 
State,  in  the  "  New  Design,"  near 
Engle  Creek,  in  what  is  now  Monroe 
County.  He  served  several  terms  as 
a  member  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  Indiana  Territory,  after  it  was  organized  as  such, 
and  ill  1812-14  he  was  a  Delegate  to  the  Twelfth 
and  Thirteenth  Congresses,  taking  his  seat  Dec.  3, 
1812,  and  serving  until  Oct.  3,  1814.  These  were 
the  times,  the  reader  will  recollect,  when  tiiis  Gov- 
ernment had  its  last  struggle  with  Great  Britain. 
The  year  1812  is  also  noted  in  the  history  of  this 
State  as  that  in  which  the  first  Territorial  Legislature 
was  held.  It  convened  at  Kaskaskia,  Nov.  25,  and 
adjourned  Dec.  26,  following. 

While  serving  as  Delegate  to  Congress,  Mr.  Bond 
was  instrumental  in  procuring  the  right  of  prc-cmp 
tion  on  the  public  domain.  On  the  expiration  of  his 
term  at  Washington  he  was  appointed  Receiver  of 
Public  Moneys  at  Kaskaskia,  then  the  capital  of  ihe 
Territory.      In   company    wiih   John   G.    Comyges, 


Thomas  H.  Harris,  Charles  Slade,  Michael  Jones. 
Warren  Brown,  Edward  Humphries  and  Charles  W 
Hunter,  he  became  a  proprietor  of  the  site  of  the 
initial  city  of  Cairo,  which  they  hoped,  from  its  favor- 
able location  at  the  junction  of  the  two  greai 
rivers  near  the  center  of  the  Great  West,  would 
rapidly  develop  into  a  metropolis.  To  aid  the  enter- 
prise, they  obtained  a  special  charter  from  the  Legis- 
lature, incori)orating  both  the  City  and  the  Bank  of 
Cairo. 

In  r8i8  Mr.  Bond  was  elected  the  first  Governor 
of  the  State  of  Illinois,  being  inaugurated  Oct.  6 
that  year,  which  was  several  weeks  before  Illinois 
was  actually  admitted.  The  facts  are  these :  In 
January,  1818,  the  Territorial  Legislature  sent  a  peti- 
tion to  Congress  for  the  admission  of  Illinois  as  a 
State,  Nathaniel  Pope  being  then  Delegate.  The 
petition  was  granted,  fi.ving  the  northern  line  of  the 
State  on  the  latitude  of  the  southern  e.Ktremity  of 
Lake  Michigan;  but  the  bill  was  afterward  so  amend- 
ed as  to  e.\tend  this  line  to  its  present  latitude.  In 
(uly  a  convention  was  called  at  Kaskaskia  to  draft  a 
constitution,  which,  however,  was  not  submitted  to 
the  jjeople.  By  its  provisions,  supreme  judges,  pros 
ecuting  attorneys,  county  and  circuit  judges,  record- 
ers and  justices  of  the  peace  were  all  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Governor  or  elected  by  the  Legislature.  This 
constitution  was  accepted  by  Congress  Dec.  30.  At 
that  time  Illinois  com[)rised  but  eleven  counties, 
namely,  Randolph,  Madison,  (iallatin,  Johnson, 
Pope,  Jackson,  Crawford,  Bond,  Union,  Washington 
and  Franklin,  the  northern  jwrtion  of  the  State  be- 
ing mainly  in  Madison  County.  Thus  it  apiiears 
that  Mr.  Bond  was    honored  by    tlie    naming   of   a 
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county  before  he  was  elected  Governor.  The  present 
county  of  Bond  is  of  small  limitations,  about  60  to  So 
miles  south  of  Springfield.  For  Lieutenant  Governor 
the  people  chose  Pierre  Menard,  a  prominent  and 
worthy  Frenchman,  after  whom  a  county  in  this  State 
is  named.  In  this  election  there  were  no  opposition 
candidates,  as  the  popularity  of  these  men  had  made 
their  promotion  to  the  chief  offices  of  the  S^ate,  even 
before  the  constitution  was  drafted,  a  foregone  con- 
clusion. 

The  principal  points  that  excited  the  people  in 
reference  to  political  issues  at  this  period  were  local 
or  "internal  improvements,"  as  they  were  called. 
State  banks,  location  of  the  capital,  slavery  and  the 
personal  characteristics  of  the  proposed  candidates. 
Mr.  Bond  represented  the  "Convention  party,"  for 
introducing  slavery  into  the  State,  supported  by  Elias 
Ken  Kane,  his  Secretary  of  State,  and  John  Mc- 
Lean, while  Nathaniel  Pope  and  John  P.  Cook  led 
the  anti-slavery  element.  The  people,  however,  did 
not  become  very  much  excited  over  this  issue  until 
1820,  when  the  fimjas  Missouri  Compromise  was 
adopted  by  Congress,  limiting  slav^ery  to  the  south 
of  the  parallel  of  36°  30'  except  in  Missouri.  While 
this  measure  settled  the  great  slavery  controversy, 
so  far  as  the  average  public  sentiment  was  tempor- 
arily concerned,  until  1854,  when  it  was  repealed 
under  the  le  idership  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  the  issue 
as  considered  locally  in  this  State  was  not  decided 
until  1824,  after  a  most  furious  campaign.  (See 
sketch  of  Gov.  Coles.)  The  ticket  of  18 18  was  a 
compromise  one.  Bond  representing  (moderately)  the 
pro-slavery  sentiment  and  Menard  the  anti-slavery. 

An  awkward  element  in  the  State  government 
under  Gov.  Bond's  administration,  was  the  imperfec- 
tion of  the  State  constitution.  The  Convention 
wished  to  have  Elijah  C.  Berry  for  the  fiist  Auditor 
of  Public  Accounts,  but,  as  it  was  believed  that  tlie 
new  Governor  would  not  appoint  him  to  the  office, 
the  Convention  declared  in  a  schedule  that  "  an 
auditor  of  public  accounts,  an  attorney  general  and 
such  other  officers  of  the  State  as  may  be  necessary, 
may  be  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly."  The 
Constitution,  as  it  stood,  vested  a  very  large  aj^point- 
ing  power  in  the  Governor;  but  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  one  man  into  office,  a  total  change  was  made, 
and  Uie  power  vested  in  the  Legislature.  Of  this 
provision  the  Legislature  took  advantage,  and   de- 


clared that  State's  attorneys,  canal  commissioners, 
bank  directors,  etc.,  were  all  "  officers  of  the  State" 
and  must  therefore  be  appointed  by  itself  independ- 
ently of  the  Governor. 

During  Gov.  Bond's  administration  a  general  law 
was  passed  for  the  incorporation  of  academies  and 
towns,  and  one  authorizing  lotteries.  The  session  of 
1822  authorized  the  Governor  to  appoint  commis- 
sioners, to  act  in  conjunction  with  like  commissioners 
appointed  by  the  State  of  Indiana,  to  report  on  the 
practicability  and  expediency  of  improving  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Wabash  River;  also  inland  navigation 
generally.  Many  improvements  were  recommended, 
some  of  which  have  been  feebly  worked  at  even  till 
the  present  day,  those  along  the  Wabash  being  of  no 
value.  Also,  during  Gov.  Bond's  term  of  office,  the 
capital  of  the  State  was  removed  from  Kaskaskia  to 
Vandalia.  In  1820  a  law  was  passed  by  Congress 
authorizing  this  State  to  open  a  canal  through  the 
public  lands.  The  State  appointed  commissioners 
lo  explore  the  route  and  prepare  the  necessary  sur- 
veys and  estimates,  preparatory  to  its  execution; 
but,  being  unable  out  of  its  own  resources  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  the  undertaking,  it  was  abandoned 
until  some  time  after  Congress  made  the  grant  of 
land  for  the  purpose  of  its  construction. 

On  the  whole.  Gov.  Bond's  administration  was 
fairly  good,  not  being  open  to  severe  criticism  from 
any  party.  In  1824,  two  years  after  the  expiration 
of  his  term  of  office,  he  was  brought  out  as  a  candi- 
date for  Congress  against  the  formidable  Joim  P. 
Cook,  but  received  only  4,374  votes  to  7,460  for  the 
latter.  Gov.  Bond  was  no  orator,  but  had  made 
many  fast  friends  by  a  judicious  bestowment  of  his 
gubernatorial  patronage,  and  these  worked  zealously 
for  him  in  the  campaign. 

In  1 82 7  ex-Gov.  Bond  was  appointed  by  the  Leg- 
islature, with  Wm.  P.  McKee  and  Dr.  Gershom 
Jayne,  as  Commissioners  to  locate  a  site  for  a  peni- 
tentiary on  the  Mississippi  at  or  near  Alton. 

Mr.  Bond  was  of  a  benevolent  and  convivial  dis- 
position, a  man  of  shrewd  observation  and  clear  ap- 
preciation of  events.  His  person  was  erect,  stand- 
ing six  feet  in  height,  and  after  middle  life  became 
portly,  weighing  200  pounds.  His  features  were 
strongly  masculine,  complexion  dark,  hair  jet  and 
eyes  hazel ;  was  a  favorite  wiili  the  ladies.  He  died 
April  1 1,  1S30,  in  peace  and  contentment. 
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DWARI'  COLES,  second 
( lovernor  of  Illinois,  1S23- 
6,  was  born  Dec.  15,  1786, 
in  Albemarle  Co.,  Va.,  on 
ihc  old  family  estate  called 
"  E  n  niscorthy,"  o  n  the 
Green  Mountain.  His  fath- 
Coles,  was  a  Colonel  in  the 
^oUitionary  War.  Having  been  fit- 
ted for  college  by  private  tutors,  he 
was  sent  to  Hampden  Sidney,  where 
he  remained  until  the  autumn  of  1S05, 
when  he  was  removed  to  William  and 
-Mary  College,  at  Williamsburg,  Va. 
'^^^  rhis  college  he  left  in  the  summer  of 
1807,  a  short  time  before  the  final  and  graduating 
exami  lation.  Among  his  classmates  were  Lieut. 
Gen.  Scott,  President  John  Tyler,  Win.  S.  Archer, 
United  States  Senator  from  Virginia,  and  Justice 
Baldwin,  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court.  Tlie 
President  of  the  latter  college,  Bishop  Madison,  was 
a  cousin  of  President  James  Madison,  and  that  cir- 
cumstance was  the  occasion  of  Mr.  Coles  becoming 
personally  acquainted  with  the  President  and  re- 
ceiving a  position  as  his  private  secretary,  1809-15. 
The  family  of  Coles  was  a  promirient  one  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  their  mansion  was  the  seat  of  the  old- 
fashioned  Virginian  hospitality.  It  was  visited  by 
such  rotables  as  Patrick  Henry,  Jefferson,  Madison, 
Monroe,  tlie  Randolphs,  Tazewell,  Wirt,  etc.  At  the 
age  of  23,  young  Coles  found  himself  heir  to  a  plant- 
ation and  a  considerable  number  of  slaves.  Ever 
since  his  earlier  college  days  his  attention  had  been 
drawn  to  the  question  of  slavery.     He    read   every- 


thing on  the  subject  that  came  in  his  way,  and 
listened  to  lectures  on  the  rights  of  man.  The  more 
he  reflected  upon  the  subject,  the  more  impossible 
was  it  for  him  to  reconcile  the  immortal  declaration 
"that  all  men  are  born  free  and  equal  "  with  the 
practice  of  slave-holding.  He  resolved,  therefore,  to 
free  his  slaves  the  first  opportunity,  and  even  remove 
his  residence  to  a  free  State.  One  reason  which  de- 
termined him  to  accept  the  appointment  as  private 
secretary  to  Mr.  Madison  was  because  he  believed 
that  through  the  acquaintances  he  could  make  at 
AVasliington  he  could  better  determine  in  what  part 
of  the  non-slaveho!ding  portion  of  the  Union  he  would 
prefer  to  settle. 

The  relations  between  Mr.  Coles  and  President 
Madison,  as  well  as  Jefferson  and  other  distinguished 
men,  were  of  a  very  friendly  character,  arising  from 
the  similarity  of  their  views  on  the  question  of  slavery 
and  their  sympathy  for  each  other  in  holding  doc- 
trines so  much  at  variance  with  the  prevailing  senti- 
ment in  their  own  State. 

In  1857,  he  resigned  his  secretarysiiip  and  spent  a 
portion  of  the  following  autumn  in  exploring  the 
iMorthwest  Territory,  for  the  purpose  of  finding  a  lo- 
cation and  purchasing  lands  on  which  to  settle  his 
negroes.  He  traveled  with  a  horse  and  buggy,  with 
an  extra  man  and  horse  for  emergencies,  through 
many  parts  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Missouri, 
determining  finally  to  settle  in  Illinois.  At  this  time, 
however,  a  misunderstanding  arose  between  our 
Government  and  Russia,  and  Mr.  Coles  was  selected 
to  repair  to  St.  Petersburg  on  a  special  mission,  bear- 
ing important  papers  concerning  the  matter  at  issue. 
The  result  was  a  conviction  of  the   Emperor   (Alex- 
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ander)  of  the  error  committed  by  his  minister  at 
Washington,  and  the  consequent  withdrawal  of  the 
tlie  latter  from  the  post.  On  his  return,  Mr.  Coles 
visited  other  parts  of  Europe,  especially  Paris,  where 
he  was  introduced  to  Gen.  Lafayette. 

In  the  Sj)ring  of  1819,  he  removed  with  all  his 
negroes  from  Virginia  to  Edwardsville,  111.,  with  the 
intention  of  giving  them  their  liberty.  He  did  not 
make  known  to  them  his  intention  until  one  beautiful 
morning  in  April,  as  they  were  descending  the  Ohio 
River.  He  lashed  all  the  boats  together  and  called 
all  the  negroes  on  deck  and  made  them  a  short  ad- 
dress, concluding  his  remarks  by  so  expressing  him- 
self that  by  a  turn  of  a  sentence  he  proclaimed  in 
ihe  shortest  and  fullest  manner  that  they  were  no 
longer  slaves,  but  free  as  he  was  and  were  at  liberty 
to  proceed  with  him  or  go  ashore  at  their  pleas- 
ure. A  description  of  tlie  effect  upon  the  negroes  is 
best  described  in  his  own  language  : 

"The  effect  upon  them  was  electrical.  They  stared 
at  n-.e  and  then  at  each  other,  as  if  doubting  the  ac- 
curacy or  reality  of  what  they  heard.  In  breathless 
silence  they  stood  before  me,  unable  to  utter  a  word, 
but  with  countenances  beaming  with  expression  which 
no  words  could  convey,  and  which  no  language 
can  describe.  As  they  began  to  see  the  truth  of 
what  they  had  heard,  and  realize  their  situation,  there 
came  on  a  kind  of  hysterical,  giggling  laugh.  After 
a  pause  of  intense  and  unutterable  emotion,  bathed 
in  tears,  and  with  tremulous  voices,  they  gave  vent  to 
their  gratitude  and  implored  the  blessing  of  God 
on  me." 

Before  landing  he  gave  them  a  general  certificate 
of  freedom,  and  afterward  conformed  more  particu- 
larly with  the  law  of  this  State  requiring  that  each 
individual  should  have  a  certificate.  This  act  of 
Mr.  Coles,  all  the  more  noble  and  heroic  considering 
the  overwhelming  pro-slavery  influences  surrounding 
him,  has  challenged  the  admiration  of  every  philan- 
thropist of  modern  times. 

March  5,  1819,  President  Monroe  appointed  Mr. 
Coles  Registrar  of  the  Land  Office  at  EdwardsviLe, 
at  that  lime  one  of  the  principal  land  offices  in  the 
State.  While  acting  in  this  capacity  and  gaining 
many  friends  by  his  politeness  and  general  intelli- 
gence, the  greatest  struggle  that  ever  occurred  in 
Illinois  on  the  slavery  quesiion  culminated  in  tlie 
furious  contest  characterizing  the  campaigns  and 
elections  of  1822-4.  In  the  summer  of  1823,  when  a 
new  Governor  was  to  be  elected  to  succeed  Mr. 
Bond,  the  pro-slavery  element  divided  into  factions, 
putting  forward  for  the  e,\ecutive  office  Joseph 
Phillips,  Cliief  Justice  of  the  State,  Thomas  C. 
Browne  and  Gen.  James  B.  Moore,  of  the  State  Mil- 
itia. The  anti-slavery  element  united  upon  Mr. 
Coles,  and,  after  one  of  the  most  bitter  campaigns, 
succeeded  in  electing  him  as  Governor.  His  phiral- 
ity  over  Judge  Phillips  was  only  59  in  a  total  vote  of 


over  8,000.  The  Lieutenant  Governor  was  elected 
by  the  slavery  men.  Mr.  Coles' inauguration  speech 
was  marked  by  calmness,  deliberation  and  such  a 
wise  expression  of  appropriate  suggestions  as  to 
elicit  the  sanction  of  all  judicious  politicians.  But 
he  compromised  not  with  evil.  In  his  message  to 
the  Legislature,  the  seat  of  Government  being  then 
at  Vandalia,  he  strongly  urged  the  abrogation  of  the 
modified  form  of  slavery  whi'-.h  then  existed  in  this 
State,  contrary  to  the  Ordinance  of  1787.  His  posi- 
tion on  this  subject  seems  the  more  remarkable,  when 
it  is  considered  that  he  was  a  minority  Governor,  the 
population  of  Illinois  being  at  that  time  almost  ex- 
clusively from  slave-holding  States  and  by  a  large 
majority  in  favor  of  the  perpetuation  of  that  old  relic 
of  barbarism.  The  Legislature  itself  was,  of  course, 
a  reflex  of  the  popular  sentiment,  and  a  majority  of 
them  were  led  on  by  fiery  men  in  denunciations  of 
the  conscientious  Governor,  and  in  curses  loud  and 
deep  upon  him  and  all  his  friends.  Some  of  the 
public  men,  indeed,  went  so  far  as  to  head  a  sort  of 
mob,  or  "shiveree"  party,  who  visited  the  residence 
of  the  Governor  and  others  at  Vandalia  and  yelled 
and  groaned  and  spat  fire. 

The  Constitution,  not  establishing  or  permitting 
slavery  in  this  State,  was  thought  therefore  to  be 
defective  by  the  slavery  politicians,  and  they  desired 
a  State  Convention  to  be  elected,  to  devise  and  sub- 
mit a  new  Constitution;  and  the  dominant  politics 
of  the  day  was  "Convention"  and  "anti-Conven- 
tion." Both  parties  issued  addresses  to  the  people. 
Gov.  Coles  himself  being  the  author  of  the  address 
published  by  the  latter  party.  This  address  revealed 
the  schemes  of  the  conspirators  in  a  masterly  .nan- 
ner.  It  is  difficult  for  us  at  this  distant  day  to  esti- 
mate the  critical  and  extremely  delicate  situation  in 
which  the  Governor  was  placed  at  that  time. 

Our  hero  maintained  himself  honorably  and  with 
supreme  dignity  throughout  his  administration,  and 
in  his  honor  a  county  in  this  State  is  named.  He 
was  truly  a  great  man,  and  those  who  lived  in 
this  State  during  his  sojourn  here,  like  those  who 
live  at  the  base  of  the  mountain,  were  too  near  to  see 
and  recognize  the  greatness  that  overshadowed  them. 

Mr.  Coles  was  married  Nov.  28,  1833,  by  Bishop 
De  Lancey,  to  Miss  Sally  Logan  Roberts,  a  daughter 
of  Hugh  Roberts,  a  descendant  of  Welsh  ancestry, 
who  cami  to  this  country  witli  Wm.   Penn  in    1682. 

After  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service,  Gov. 
Coles  continued  his  residence  in  Edwardsville,  sup- 
erintending his  farm  in  the  vicinity.  He  was  fond 
of  agriculture,  and  was  the  founder  of  the  first  agri- 
cultural society  in  the  State.  On  account  of  ill 
health,  however,  and  having  no  faunly  to  tie  him 
down,  he  spent  much  of  his  time  in  Eastern  cities. 
About  1832  he  changed  his  residence  to  Philadel- 
phia, where  he  died  July  7,  1S6S,  and  is  buried  at 
Woodland,  near  that  city. 
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INIAN  EDWARDS, Governor 
from  1827  to  1S30,  was  a  sou 
IP  of  Benjamin  Edwards,  and 
was  born  in  Montgomery 
County,  Maryland,  in  Marcli, 
1775.  His  domestic  train- 
'■" '' ^  ing  was  well  fitted  to  give 
his  mind  strength,  firmness  and 
lionorable  princi[)lcs,  and  a  good 
loundation  was  laid  for  the  elevated 
1  haracter  to  which  he  afterwards 
attained.  His  parents  were  ll:ip- 
tists,  and  very  strict  in  their  moral 
principles.  His  education  in  early 
youth  was  in  company  with  and 
partly  under  the  tuition  of  1  Ion.  Win. 
Wirt,  whom  his  father  patronized^ 
and  who  was  more  than  two  years 
older.  An  intimacy  was-  thus 
formed  between  them  which  was  lasting  for  life,  lie 
was  further  educated  at  Dickinson  College,  at  Car- 
lisle, Pa.  He  next  commenced  the  study  of  law,  but 
before  completing  his  course  he  moved  to  Nelson 
County,  Ky.,  to  open  a  farm  for  his  father  and  to 
purchase  homes  and  locate  lands  for  his  brothers  and 
sisters.  Here  he  fell  in  the  company  of  dissolute 
companions,  and  for  several  years  led  the  life  of  a 
spendthrift.  He  was,  however,  elected  to  the  Legis- 
lature of  Kentucky  as  the  Representative  of  Nelson 
<Jounty  before  he  was  21  years  of  age,  and  was  re- 
elected by  an  almost  unanimous  vote. 


In  179S  he  was  licensed  to  practice  law,  and  the 
following  year  was  admitted  to  the  Courts  of  Tennes- 
see. About  this  time  he  left  Nelson  County  for 
Russellville,  in  Log.iii  County,  broke  away  from  his 
dissolute  companions,  commenced  a  reformation  and 
devoted  himself  to  severe  and  laborious  study.  He 
then  began  to  rise  rapidly  in  his  profession,  and  soon 
became  an  eminent  lawyer,  and  inside  of  four  years 
he  filled  in  succession  the  offices  of  Presiding  Judge 
of  the  General  Court,  Circuit  Judge,  fourth  J  idge  of 
the  Court  of  Appeals  and  Chief  Justice  of  the  .State, 
— all  before  he  was  32  years  of  age!  In  addilion,  in 
1S02,  he  received  a  commission  as  Major  of  a  battal- 
ion of  Kentucky  militia,  and  in  1804  was  chosen  a 
Presidential  Elector,  on  the  Jefferson  and  Cli.iton 
ticket.  In  1.S06  he  was  a  candidate  for  Congress, 
but  withdrew  on  Ijcing  promoted  to  the  Court  of 
Appeals. 

Illinois  was  organized  as  a  separate  'I'erritoiy  i;i 
the  spring  of  1809,  when  I^tr.  Edwards,  then  Chief 
justice  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  in  Kentucky,  received 
from  President  Madison  the  appointment  as  Gover- 
nor of  the  new  Territory,  his  commission  I]earing  dat  ..■ 
April  24,  1809.  Edwards  arrived  at  Kaska':kia  i.i 
June,  and  on  the  i  ith  of  that  mouth  took  the  oa'.h  of 
office.  At  the  same  time  he  was  appointed  Siiperi;i- 
tendent  of  the  United  States  Saline,  tliis  Government 
interest  then  developing  into  considerable  proportions 
in  Southern  Illinois.  Although  dtiring  tlie  first  three 
years  of  his  administration  he  had  the  power  to  make- 
new  counties  and  appoint  all  the  offii  evs,  yet  he  alwa\s 
allowed  the   people  of  each   county,  bv  an    informal 
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vote,  to  select  their  own  officers,  both  civil  and  mili- 
tary. The  noted  John  J.  Crittenden,  afterward 
United  States  Senator  from  Kentucky,  was  appointed 
by  Gev.  Edwards  to  the  office  of  Attorney  General  of 
the  Territory,  which  office  was  accepted  for  a  short 
time  only. 

The  Indians  in  tSio  committing  sundry  depreda- 
tions in  the  Territory,  crossing  the  Mississippi  from 
the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  a  long  correspondence  fol- 
lowed between  the  respective  Governors  concerning 
the  remedies,  which  ended  in  a  council  with  the  sav- 
ages at  Peoria  in  1S12,  and  a  fresh  interpretation  of 
ihe  treaties.  Peoria  was  depopulated  by  these  de- 
predations, and  was  not  re-settled  for  many  years 
afterward. 

As  Gov.  Edwards'  term  of  office  expired  by  law  in 
I  Si  2,  he  was  re-appointed  for  another  term  of  three 
years,  and  again  in  1815  for  a  third  term,  serving 
until  the  organization  of  the  State  in  the  fall  of  18 18 
and  the  inauguration  of  Gov.  Bond.  At  this  time 
ex-Gov.  Edwards  was  sent  to  the  United  States 
Senate,  his  colleague  being  Jesse  B.  Thomas.  As 
Senator,  Mr.  Edwards  took  a  conspicuous  part,  and 
acquitted  himself  honorably  in  all  the  measures  that 
came  up  in  that  body,  being  well  posted,  an  able  de- 
uater  and  a  conscientious  statesman.  He  thought 
seriously  of  resigning  this  situation  in  182 1,  but  was 
persuaded  by  his  old  friend,  Wm.  Wirt,  and  others  to 
( outinue  in  office,  which  he  did  to  the  end  of  the 
term. 

He  was  then  appointed  Minister  to  Mexico  by 
i'resident  Monroe.  About  this  time,  it  appears  that 
Mr.  Edwards  saw  suspicious  signs  in  the  conduct  of 
Wm.  H.  Crawford,  Secretary  of  the  United  States 
Treasury,  and  an  ambitious  candidate  for  the  Presi- 
dency, and  being  implicated  by  the  latter  in  some  of 
his  statements,  he  resigned  his  Mexican  mission  in 
order  fully  to  investigate  the  charges.  The  result 
was  the  exculpation  of  Mr.  Edwards. 

Pro-slavery  regulations,  often  termed  "Black  Laws," 
disgraced  the  statute  books  of  both  the  Territory  and 
.he  State  of  Illinois  during  the  whole  of  his  career  in 
.his  commonwealth,  and  Mr.  Edwards  always  main- 
tained the  doctrines  of  freedom,  and  was  an  important 
;.ctor  in  the  great  struggle  which  ended  in  a  victory 
for  his  party  in  1824. 

In  1826-7  "^^  Winnebago  and  other  Indians  com- 
mitted son-e  depredations  in  the  northern  part  of  the 


State,  and  the  white  settlers,  who  desired  the  lands 
and  wished  to  exasperate  the  savages  into  an  evacu- 
ation of  the  country,  magnified  the  misdemeanors  of 
the  aborigines  and  thereby  produced  a  hostility  be- 
tween the  races  so  great  as  to  precipitate  a  little  war, 
known  in  history  as  the  "Winnebago  AVar."  A  few 
chases  and  skirmishes  were  had,  when  Gen.  Atkinson 
succeeded  in  capturing  Red  Bird,  the  Indian  chief, 
and  putting  him  to  death,  thus  ending  the  contest,  at 
least  until  the  troubles  commenced  which  ended  in 
the  "  Black  Hawk  War  "  of  1832.  In  the  interpre- 
tation of  treaties  and  execution  of  their  provisions 
Gov.  Edwards  had  much  vexatious  work  to  do.  The 
Indians  kept  themselves  generally  within  the  juris- 
diction of  Michigan  Territory,  and  its  Governor, 
Lewis  Cass,  was  at  a  point  so  remote  that  ready  cor- 
respondence with  him  was  difficult  or  impossible. 
Gov.  Edwards'  administration,  however,  in  regard  to 
the  protection  of  the  Illinois  frontier,  seems  to  have 
been  very  efficient  and  satisfactory. 

For  a  considerable  portion  of  his  time  after  his  re- 
moval to  Illinois,  Gov.  Edwards  resided  upon  his 
farm  near  Kaskaskia,  which  he  had  well  stocked  with 
horses,  cattle  and  sheep  from  Kentucky,  also  with 
fruit-trees,  grape-vines  and  shrubbery.  He  estab- 
lished saw  and  grist-mills,  and  engaged  extensively 
in  mercantile  business,  having  no  less  than  eight  or  ten 
stores  in  this  State  and  Missouri.  Notwithstanding 
the  arduous  duties  of  his  office,  he  nearly  always  pur- 
chased the  goods  himself  with  which  to  supply  the 
stores.  Although  not  a  regular  practitioner  of  medi- 
cine, he  studied  the  healing  art  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent, and  took  great  pleasure  in  prescribing  for,  and 
taking  care  of,  the  sick,  generally  without  charge. 
He  was  also  liberal  to  the  poor,  several  widows  and 
ministers  of  the  gospel  becoming  indebted  to  him 
even  for  their  homes. 

He  married  Miss  Elvira  Lane,  of  Maryland,  in 
1803,  and  they  became  the  affectionate  parents  of 
several  children,  one  of  whom,  especially,  is  weh' 
known  to  the  people  of  the  ''  Prairie  State,"  namely, 
Ninian  Wirt  Edwards,  once  the  Superintendent  c' 
Public  Instruction  and  still  a  resident  of  Springfield 
Gov.  Edwards  resided  at  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Kas- 
kaskia from  1S09  to  181S;  in  Edwardsville  (named 
after  him)  from  that  time  to  1824;  and  from  the  lat- 
ter date  at  Belleville,  St.  Clair  County,  until  his 
death,  July  20,  1833,  of  Asiatic  cliolera.  Edwards 
County  is  also  named  in  his  honor. 
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ILNf  REYNOLDS,  Governor  1S31- 

-i;^  4,  was  born  in  Montgomery  Coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania,  Feb.  26,  1788. 
His  fatlver,  Robert  Reynolds  and 
mother,  iiec  Margaret  Moore, 
were  both  natives  of  Ireland,  from 
which  country  they  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  in  17  85,  land- 
ing at  Philadelphia.  The  senior 
Reynolds  entertained  an  undying 
hostility  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment. When  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  about  six  montiis  old, 
his  parents  emigrated  with  iiini  to 
Tennessee,  where  many  of  their 
relatives  had  already  located,  at  the  base  of'  the 
Copper  Ridge  Mountain,  about  14  miles  northeast  of 
the  present  city  of  Knoxville.  There  they  were  e.x- 
posed  to  Indian  depredations,  and  were  much  molest- 
ed by  them.  In  1794  they  moved  into  the  interior 
of  the  State.  They  were  poor,  and  brought  up  their 
children  to  habits  of  manual  industry. 

In  1800  the  family  removed  to  Kaskaskia,  111.,  with 
eight  horses  and  two  wagons,  encountering  many 
Hardships  on  the  way.  Here  young  Reynolds  passed 
the  most  of  his  childhood,  while  his  character  began 
to  develop,  the  most  prominent  traits  of  which  were 
ambition  and  energy.  He  also  adopted  the  princii)le 
and  practice  of  total  abstinence  from  intoxicating 
liquors.     In  1807  the  family  made  another  removal. 


this  time  to  the  "  Goshen  .Settlement,"  at  the  foot  of 
the  Mississippi  bluffs  three  or  four  miles  su.ithwcst 
of  Edwardsville. 

On  arriving  at  his  20th  year,  Mr.  Reynolds,  seeing 
that  he  must  look  about  for  his  own  livelihood  and 
not  yet  having  determined  what  calling  to  pursue, 
concluded  first  to  attend  college,  and  he  accordingly 
went  to  such  an  institution  of  learning,  near  Knox- 
ville, Tenn.,  where  he  had  relatives.  Imagine  his 
diffidence,  when,  after  passing  the  first  20  years  of 
his  life  without  ever  having  seen  a  carpet,  a  papered 
wall  or  a  Windsor  chair,  and  never  having  lived  in  a 
shingle-roofed  house,  he  suddenly  ushered  himsel.' 
into  the  society  of  the  wealtjiy  in  the  vicinity  of 
Knoxville!  He  attended  college  nearly  two  \ears, 
going  through  the  principal  Latin  authors ;  but  it 
seems  that  he,  like  the  rest  of  the  world  in  modern 
times,  had  but  very  little  use  for  his  Latin  in  after 
life.  He  always  failed,  indeed,  to  exhibit  any  good 
degree  of  literary  disciphne.  He  commenced  tlu- 
study  of  law  in  Knoxville,  but  a  pulmonary  trouble 
came  on  and  compelled  him  to  change  his  mode 
of  life.  .\ccordin<ily  he  returned  home  and  re 
cuperated,  and  in  1S12  resumed  his  college  and 
law  studies  at  Knoxville.  In  the  fall  of  181  2  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  at  Kaskaskia.  About  this  time 
he  also  learned  the  French  language,  whicli  he 
practiced  witli  pleasure  in  conversation  with  his 
fiuiiily  for  many  years.  He  regarded  this  language 
as  being  superior  to  all  others  for  social    intercourse. 
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From  his  services  in  the  West,  in  the  war  of  iSr2, 
he  obtained  the  sobriquet  of  the  "  Old  Ranger."  He 
was  Orderly  Sergeant,  then  Judge  Advocate. 

Mr.  Reynolds  opened  his  first  law  office  in  the 
winter  and  spring  of  1814,  in  the  French  village  of 
Cahokia,  then  the  capital  of  St.  Clair  County. 

In  the  fall  of  1S18  he  was  elected  an  Associate 
Justice  upon  the  Supreme  Bench  by  the  General 
Assembly.  In  1825  he  entered  more  earnestly  than 
ever  into  the  practice  of  law,  and  the  very  next  year 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Legislature,  where  he 
acted  independently  of  all  cliques  and  private  inter- 
ests. In  1828  the  Whigs  and  Democrats  were  for 
the  first  time  distinctively  organized  as  such  in  Illi- 
nois, and  the  usual  party  bitterness  grew  up  and 
raged  on  all  sides,  while  Mr.  Reynolds  preserved  a 
iudicial  calmness  and  moderation.  The  real  animus 
if  the  campaign  was  "  Jackson  "  and  "  anti-Jackson," 
'he  former  party  carrying  the  State. 

In  August,  1830,  Mr.  Reynolds  was  elected  Gov- 
ernor, amid  great  excitement.  Installed  in  ofiice,  he 
did  all  within  his  power  to  advance  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation, internal  improvements,  the  Illinois  &  Mich- 
igan Canal,  the  harbor  at  Chicago,  settling  the  coun- 
try, etc.;  also  recommended  the  winding  up  of  the 
State  Bank,  as  its  affairs  had  become  dangerously 
roiuplicated.  In  his  national  politics,  he  was  a 
moderate  supporter  of  General  Jackson.  But  the 
most  celebrated  event  of  his  gubernatorial  admin- 
istration was  the  Black  Hawk  War,  which  occurred 
in  1832.  He  called  out  the  militia  and  prosecuted 
the  contest  with  commendable  diligence,  appearing 
in  person  on  the  battle-grounds  during  the  most 
critical  periods.  He  was  recognized  by  the  President 
as  Major-General,  and  authorized  by  him  to  make 
treaties  with  the  Indians.  By  the  assistance  of  tlie 
general  Government  the  war  was  terminated  without 
much  bloodshed,  but  after  many  serious  fights.  Tliis 
war,  as  well  as  everything  else,  was  materially  re- 
tarded by  the  occurrence  of  Asiatic  cholera  in  the 
West.  This  was  its  first  appearance  here,  and  was 
I  lie  next  event  in  prominence  during  Gov.  Reynolds' 
\erm. 

South  Carolina  nullification  coming  up  at  this  time, 
t  was  heartily  condemned  by  both  President  Jackson 
c.nd  Gov.  Reynolds,  who  took  precisely  the  same 
grounds  as  the  Unionists  in  the  last  war. 

On  the  termination  of  his  gubernatorial  term  in 
,834,  Gov.  Reynolds  was  elected  a  Member  of  Con- 
gress, still  coi;sidering  himself  a  backwoodsman,  as 
'  e  had  scarcely  been  outside  of  the  State  since  he 
became  of  age,  and  had  spent  nearly  all  his  youthful 
days  in  the  wildest  region  of  the  frontier.  His  first 
move  in  Congress  was  to  adopt  a  resolution  that  in 
all  elections  made  by  the  House  for  officers  tlie  votes 
should  be  given  viva  voce,  each  member  in  liis  place 
naming  aloud  the  person  for  whom  he  votes.  This 
created  considerable  heated  discussion,  but  was  es- 


sentially adopted,  and  remained  the  controlling  prin- 
ciple for  many  years.  The  ex-Governor  was  scarcely 
absent  from  his  seat  a  single  day,  during  eight  ses- 
sions of  Congress,  covering  a  period  of  seven  years, 
and' lie  never  vacillated  in  a  party  vote;  but  he  failed 
to  get  the  Democratic  party  to  foster  his  "  National 
Road"  scheme.  He  says,  in  "My  Own  Times"  (a 
large  autobiography  he  published),  that  it  was  only 
by  rigid  economy  that  he  avoided  insolvency  while  in 
Washington.  During  his  sojourn  in  that  city  he  was 
married,  to  a  lady  of  the  place. 

In  1837,  while  out  of  Congress,  and  in  company 
with  a  few  others,  he  built  the  first  railroad  in  the 
Mississippi  Valley,  namely,  one  about  six  miles  long, 
leading  from  his  coal  mine  in  the  Mississippi  bluff  to 
the  bank  of  the  river  opposite  St.  Louis.  Hiving  not 
the  means  to  purchase  a  locomotive,  they  operated  it 
by  horse-power.  The  next  spring,  however,  the  com- 
pany sold  out,  at  great  sacrifice. 

In  1839  the  ex-Governor  was  appointed  one  of  the 
Canal  Commissioners,  and  authorized  to  borrow 
money  to  prosecute  the  enterprise.  Accord' ngly,  he 
repaired  to  Philadelphia  and  succeeding  in  obtaining 
a  million  dollars,  which,  however,  was  only  a  fourth 
of  what  was  wanted.  The  same  year  he  and  his 
wife  made  at  our  of  Europe.  This  year,  also,  Mr. 
Reynolds  had  the  rather  awkward  little  responsibility 
of  introducing  to  President  Van  Buren  the  noted 
Mormon  Prophet,  Joseph  Smith,  as  a  "  Latter-Day 
Saint!" 

In  1846  Gov,  Reynolds  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  Legislature  from  St.  Clair  County,  more  particu- 
larly for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  feasible  charter 
for  a  macadamized  road  from  Belleville  to  St.  Louis, 
a  distance  of  nearly  14  miles.  This  was  immediately 
built,  and  was  the  first  road  of  the  kind  in  the  State. 
He  was  again  elected  to  the  Legislature  in  1852,  when 
lie  was  chosen  Speaker  of  the  House.  In  i860,  aged 
and  infirm,  he  attended  the  National  Democratic 
Convention  at  Charleston,  S.  C  ,  as  an  anti-Douglas 
Delegate,  where  he  received  more  attention  from  the 
Southern  Delegates  than  any  other  member.  He 
supported  Breckenridge  for  the  Presidency.  After 
the  October  elections  foreshadowed  the  success  of 
Lincoln,  he  published  an  address  urging  the  Demo- 
crats to  rally  to  the  support  of  Douglas.  Immedi- 
ately preceding  and  during  the  late  war,  his  corre- 
spondence evinced  a  clear  sympathy  for  the  Southern 
secession,  and  about  the  first  of  March,  1861,  he 
urged  upon  the  Buchanan  officials  the  seizure  of  the 
treasure  and  arms  in  the  custom-house  and  arsenal 
at  St.  Louis.  Mr.  Reynolds  was  a  rather  talkative 
man,  and  apt  in  all  the  Western  phrases  and  catch- 
words that  ever  gained  currency,  besides  many  cun- 
ning and  odd  ones  of  his  own  manufacture. 

He  was  married  twice,  but  had  no  children.  He 
died  in  Belleville,  in  May,  1865,  just  after  the  close 
of  the  war. 
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ILLIAM    LEE    D.    EWING, 
Governor  of  Illinois  Nov.  3 
3  to  17,  1834,  was  a   native 
of  Kentucky,  ami   prohably 
of  Scotch  ancestry.  He  bad 
a  fine  education,  was  a  gentle- 
man of  '.olished  manners  and 
!.-fnied    sentiment.      In    1830  John  Rey- 
:. olds  was  elected  Governor  of  the  State, 
md    Zadok    Casey    Lieutenant    Governor, 
I     ;;  ^    and  for  the  principal  events  that  followed, 
•  v;/\  ^V'      and  the  characteristics  of  the  times,  see 
r         sketch  of  Gov.   Reynolds.     The  first   we 
•    .  ■  y      ^L-e   in   history  concerning   Mr.  EwIul;,  in- 
"^"^^        forms  us  that  he  was  a  Receiver  of  Public 
Moi  eys  at  Vandalia  soon   after  the  organization  uf 
\ti\i.  Slate,  and  that  the  public  moneys  in  his  Iiands 
vere  deposited  in  various  banks,  as  they  are    usually 
'•' tlK   jTesent  day.     In    1S23  the  State  Bank  was 
obbed,  by  which  disaster  Air.  Evving  lost  a  thousand- 
dollar  deposit. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  had  a  commission  as 
Colonel  in  the  Black  Hawk  \Var,  and  in  emergencies 
he  acted  also  as  Major.  In  the  summer  of  1832, 
^."hen  Lvras  rumored  among  the  wliites  that  Black 
Hawk  ai.d  his  men  had  encamped  somewhere  on 
Rock  River,  Gen.  Henry  was  sent  on  a  tour  of 
reconnoisance,  and  witli  orders  to  drive  the  Indians 
from  the  State.  After  some  opposition  from  his 
rubordinate  officers,  Henry  resolved  to  proceed  up 
Rock  River  in  search  of  the  enemy.  On  the  19th  of 
July,    early  in  the    morning,    five    baggage    wagons, 


camp  e4ui|)age  and  all  heavy  and  cumbersome  arti- 
I  les  were  piled  up  and  left,  so  that  the  army  might 
make  speedy  and  forced  marches.  For  some  miles 
the  travel  was  exceedingly  bad,  crossing  swamps 
aid  the  worst  thickets;  but  the  large,  fresh  trail 
give  life  and  animation  to  the  .\mcricans.  Gen. 
Dodge  and  Col.  Ewing  were  both  actmg  as  Majors, 
and  composed  the  "  spy  corjjs  "  or  vanguard  of  the 
army.  It  is  supposed  the  army  marched  nearly  50 
miles  this  day,  and  the  Indian  trail  they  followed 
became  fresher,  and  was  strewed  with  much  property 
and  trinkets  of  the  red-skin ;  th.it  they  had  lost  or 
thrown  away  to  hasten  their  march.  During  the 
following  night  there  was  a  terrific  thunder-storm,  and 
the  soldiery,  with  all  their  appurtenances,  were  thor- 
oughly drenched. 

On  approaching  nearer  the  Indians  the  next  uay. 
Gen.  Dodge  and  Major  Ewing,  each  commanding  a 
battalion  of  men,  were  placed  in  front  to  bring  on  the 
buttle,  but  the  savages  were  not  overtaken  this  day 
Forced  marches  were  continued  until  they  reached. 
Wisconsin  River,  where  a  veritable  battle  ensued, 
resulting  in  the  death  of  about  68  of  Black  Hawk's 
men.  The  next  day  they  continued  the  chase,  and 
as  soon  as  he  discovered  the  trail  of  the  Indians 
leading  toward  the  Mississippi,  Maj.  Ewing  formed 
liis  battalion  in  order  of  battle  and  awaited  the  order 
of  Gen.  Henry.  The  latter  soon  appeared  on  the 
ground  and  ordered  a  charge,  which  directly  resulted 
in  chasing  the  red  warriors  across  the  great  river. 
M,nj.  Ewing  and  his  command  proved  particularly 
efficient  in  war,  as  it  seems  they  were  the  chief  actors 
ill  driving  the  main  body  of  the  Sacs  and  Fo.xes,  in- 
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ckiding  Black  Hawk  himself,  across  the  Mississippi, 
while  Gen.  Atkinson,  commander-in-chief  of  the  ex- 
pedition, with  a  body  of  the  army,  was  hunting  for 
them  "'n  another  direction. 

In  tlie  above  affair  Maj.  Ewing  is  often  referred  to 
as  a  "General,"  wh.ich  title  he  had  derived  from  his 
connection  with  the  militia. 

It  was  in  the  latter  part  of  the  same  year  (1S32) 
that  Lieutenant  Governor  Casey  was  elected  to  Con- 
gress and  Gen.  Evving,  who  had  been  elected  to  tlie 
Senate,  was  chosen  to  preside  over  that  body.  At 
die  August  election  of  rS34,  Gov.  Reynolds  was  also 
elected  to  Congress,  more  than  a  year  ahead  of  the 
lime  at  which  he  could  actually  take  his  seat,  as  was 
tl'.en  the  law.  His  predecessor,  Charles  Slade,  had 
just  died  of  Asiatic  cholera,  soon  after  the  elec- 
tion, and  Gov.  Reynolds  was  chosen  to  serve  out  his 
unexpired  term.  Accordingly  he  set  out  for  Wash- 
ington in  November  of  that  year  to  take  his  seat  in 
("oiigress,  and  Gen.  Rwing,by  virt.'.e  of  his  office  as 
President  of  the  Senate,  became  Governor  of  the 
Stat.i  of  Illinois,  his  term  covering  only  a  period  of 
15  d;r.'3.  namely,  from  the  3d  to  the  lytli  d.iys,  in- 
clusive, of  November.  On  the  17th  the  Legislature 
met,  and  Gov.  Evving  transmitted  to  that  body  his 
message,  giving  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
affairs  of  the  State  at  that  time,  and  urging  a  contin- 
uance of  the  policy  adopted  by  his  predecessor;  and 
on  the  same  day  Governor  elect  Joseph  Duncan 
Tas  sworn  into  office,  thus  relieving  Mr.  Ewing  from 


the  responsible  situation.  This  is  the  only  time  that 
such  a  juncture  has  happened  in  the  history  of  Illi- 
nois. 

On  the  29th  of  December,  1835,  Gen.  Ewing  was 
elected  a  United  States  Senator  to  serve  out  the 
unexpired  term  of  Elias  Kent  Kane,  deceased.  The 
latter  gentleman  was  a  very  prominent  figure  in  the 
early  politics  of  Illinois-,  and  a  county  in  this  State  is 
named  in  his  honor.  The  election  of  Gen.  Ewing  to 
the  Senate  was  a  protracted  struggle.  His  competi- 
tors were  Jarnes  Semple,  who  afterwards  held  several 
important  offices  in  tliis  State,  and  Richard  M. 
Young,  afterward  a  United  States  Senator  and  a 
Supreme  Judge  and  a  man  of  vast  influence.  On 
the  first  ballot  Mr.  Semple  had  25  votes,  Young  19 
and  Ewing  18.  On  the  eighth  ballot  Young  was 
dropped ;  the  ninth  and  tenth  stood  a  tie  ;  but  on 
the  1 2th  Evving  received  40,  to  Semple  37,  and  was 
accordingly  declared  elected.  In  1837  Mr.  Ewing 
received  some  votes  for  a  continuance  of  his  term  in 
Congress,  when  Mr.  Young,  just  referred  to,  was 
elected.  In  1842  Mr.  Ewing  was  elected  State 
Audit  'r  on  the  ticket  with  Gov,  Ford. 

Gen.  Ewing  was  a  gentleman  of  culture,  a  lawyer 
by  profession,  and  was  much  in  public  life.  In  person 
he  was  above  medium  height  and  of  heavy  build, 
with  auburn  hair,  blue  eyes,  large-sized  head  and 
short  face.  He  was  genial,  social,  friendly  and 
affable,  with  fair  talent,  though  of  no  high  degree  of 
originality.    He  died  March  25,  1846. 
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OSEPH  DUNCAN,  Governor 
1S34-S,  was    born    at    Paris, 
k\.,  Feb.  23,    1794.     At   tb'j 
tender  age  of  19  yL'ars  be  en- 
bsted  in  the  war  against  Great 
'"'    Bimin,    and  as  a  soldier  lie 
ac(iuitted  liimself  with  credit.   He 
wib  an  Ensign  under  tlie  daunt- 
less Croghan  at  Lower  Sandusky, 
'  s  or  Fort  Stephenson.     \\\   Ilbnois 
he   first   appeared  in  a  public  capa- 
city as  Major-General  of  the  jNIilitia, 
a  position  whicli  his  military  fame 

fhad  procured  him.  Subsequently 
he  became  a  State  Senator  from 
:  Jackson  County,  and  is  honorably 
mentioned  for  introducing  the  first  bill  providing  for 
a  free-school  system.  In  1826,  when  the  redoubt- 
able John  P.  Cook,  who  had  previously  beaten  such 
men  as  John  McLean,  Elias  Kent  Kane  and  e.\- 
Gov.  Bond,  came  up  for  the  fourth  time  for  Congress, 
Mr.  Duncan  was  brought  forward  against  him  by  his 
friends,  greatly  to  the  surprise  of  all  the  politicians. 
As  yet  he  was  but  little  known  in  the  Stale.  He  was 
an  original  Jackson  man  at  that  time,  being  attached 
to  his  jxjlitical  fortune  in  admiration  of  the  glory  of 
his  militaiy  achievements.  His  chances  of  success 
against  Cook  were  generally  regarded  as  hopeless, 
but  he  entered  upon  the  campaign  undaunted.  His 
speeches,  though  short  and  devoid  of  ornament,  w-ere 
full  of  good  sense.  He  made  a  diligent  canvass  of 
the  State,  Mr.  Cook  being  hindered  by  the  condition  of 
his  health.  The  most  that  was  expected  of  Mr. 
Duncan,  under  the  circumstances,  was  that  he  would 


obtain  a  rcspeclahle  vole,  but  without  defeating  Mr. 
Cook.  The  result  of  the  campaign,  however,  was  a 
.source  of  surprise  and  amazement  to  bolli  friends 
and  foes,  as  Mr.  Duncan  canie  out  641  voles  ahead! 
He  received  6,321  votes,  and  Mr.  Co(jk  5,680.  Un- 
til this  tli'iiotuincnt,  the  violence  of  parly  feeling 
smoldering  in  the  breasts  of  the  people  on  account 
of  the  defeat  of  Jackson,  was  not  duly  ap|)reciated. 
.•\side  from  the  great  convention  struggle  of  1824,  no 
oiher  than  mere  local  and  per;onal  considerations 
had  ever  before  controlled  an  election  in  Illinois. 

From  the  above  date  Mr.  Duncan  retained  his 
seat  in  Co  igress  until  his  election  as  Governor  in 
.\ugust,  1834.  The  first  and  bloodless  year  of  the 
lilack  Hawk  War  he  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Rey- 
nolds to  the  position  of  Brigadier-General  of  the 
volunteers,  and  he  conducted  his  brigade  to  Rock 
Island.  But  he  was  absent  from  the  Slate,  in  Wash- 
ington, during  the  gubernatorial  campaign,  and  did 
not  personally  participate  in  it,  but  addressed  circu- 
lais  to  his  constituents.  His  election  was,  indeed, 
attributed  to  the  circumstance  of  his  absence,  be- 
cause his  estrangement  from  Jackson,  formerly  his 
political  idol,  and  also  from  the  Democracy,  largely 
in  ascendency  in  the  Stale,  was  complete;  but  while 
his  defection  was  well  known  to  his  Whig  friends, 
and  even  to  the  leading  Jackson  men  of  this  State, 
the  latter  were  unable  to  carry  conviction  of  that  fact 
to  the  masses,  as  mail  and  newspaper  facilities  at 
that  day  were  far  inferior  to  those  of  the  present 
lime.  Of  course  the  Governor  was  much  abused 
afienvard  by  tlie  fossilized  Jackson  men  who  re- 
garded party  ties  and  affiliations  as  above  all 
other  issues  that  could  arise;  but  he  was  doubtless 
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sincere  in  his  opposition  to  the  old  hero,  as  the  latter 
j;ad  vetoed  several  important  western  measures 
which  were  dear  to  Mr.  Duncan.  In  his  inaugural 
message  he  threw  off  the  mask  and  took  a  bold  stand 
pgain  St  the  course  of  the  President.  The  measures 
■-.e  recommended  in  his  message,  however,  were  so 
desirable  that  the  Legislature,  although  by  a  large 
majority  consisting  of  Jackson  men,  could  not  refrain 
from  endorsing  them.  These  measures  related 
uainly  to  barks  and  internal  improvements. 

It  was  while  Mr.  Duncan  was  Governor  tluU  the 
people  of  Illinois  went  whirling  on  with  bank  and  in- 
ternal improvement  schemes  that  well  nigh  bank- 
'upted  the  State.  The  hard  times  of  1S37  came  on, 
and  the  disasters  that  attended  the  inauguration  of 
ihese  plans  and  the  operation  of  the  banks  were  mu- 
tually charged  upon  the  two  political  parties.  Had 
any  one  man  autocratic  power  to  introduce  and 
carry  on  any  one  of  these  measures,  he  would  proba- 
hly  have  succeeded  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  public; 
Lut  as  many  jealous  men  had  hold  of  the  same  plow 
handle,  no  success  followed  and  each  blamed  the  other 
■■or  the  failure.  In  tliis  great  vortex  Gov.  Duncan 
was  carried  along,  suffering  the  like  derogation  uf 
character  with  his  fellow  citizens. 

At  the  height  of  the  excitement  the  Legislature 
"provided  for"  railroads  from  Galena  to  Cairo,  Alton 
to  Shawneetown,  Alton  to  Mount  Carmel,  Alton  to  the 
eastern  boundary  of  the  State  in  the  direction  of 
'I'erre  Haute,  Quincy  via  Springfield  to  the  Wabash, 
litootnington  to  Pekin,  and  Peoria  to  Warsaw, — -in  all 
about  1,300  miles  of  road.  It  also  provided  for  the 
improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Kaskaskia, 
Illinois,  Great  and  Little  Wabash  and  Rock  Rivers ; 
also  as  a  placebo,  $300,000  in  money  were  to  be  dis- 
tributed to  the  various  counties  wherein  no  improve- 
ments were  ordered  to  be  made  as  above.  The 
estimate  for  the  expenses  for  all  these  projects  was 
laced  at  a  little  over  $10,000,000,  which  was  not 
more  man  halfenough!  That  would  now  be  eipial  to 
saddling  upon  the  State  a  debt  of  $225,000,000  !  It 
wr.s  sufficient  to  bankrupt  the  State  several  times 
over,    even   counting  all  the  possible  benefits. 

One  of  the  most  exciting  events  that  ever  occurred 
.'n  this  fair  State  was  the  murder  of  Elijah  P.  Love- 
■'oy  in  the  fall  of  1837,  at  Alton,  during  Mr.  Duncan's 
ierm  as  Governor.  Lovejoy  was  an  "  Abolitionist," 
editing  the  Observer  at  iliat  place,  and  the  pro- 
slavery  slums  there  formed  themselves  into  a  mob, 


and  after  destroying  successively  three  presses  be- 
longing to  Mr.  Lovejoy,  surrounded  the  warehouse 
where  the  fourth  press  was  stored  away,  endeavoring 
to  destroy  it,  and  where  Lovejoy  and  his  friends 
were  entrenching  themselves,  and  shot  and  killed  the 
brave  reformer! 

About  this  time,  also,  the  question  of  removing  the 
State  capital  again  came  up,  as  the  20  years'  limit  for 
its  existence  at  Vandalia  was  drawing  to  a  close. 
There  was,  of  course,  considerable  excitement  over 
the  matter,  the  two  main  points  competing  for  it  be- 
ing Springfield  and  Peoria.  The  jealousy  of  the  lat- 
ter place  is  not  even  yet,  45  years  afterward,  fully 
allayed. 

Gov.  Duncan's  term  expired  in  1838.  In  1842 
he  was  again  proposed  as  a  candidate  for  the  Execu- 
tive chair,  this  time  by  the  Whig  party,  against  Adam 
W.  Snyder,  of  St.  Clair  County,  the  nominee  of  the 
Democrats.  Charles  W.  Hunter  was  a  third  candi- 
date for  the  same  position.  Mr.  Snyder,  however,  died 
before  the  campaign  had  advanced  very  far,  and  his 
party  substituted  Thomas  Ford,  who- was  elected, 
receiving  46,901  votes,  to  38,584  for  Duncan,  and 
909  for  Hunter.  The  cause  of  Democratic  success 
at  this  time  is  mainly  attributed  to  the  temporary 
support  of  the  Mormons  which  they  enjoyed,  and  the 
want  of  any  knowledge,  on  the  part  of  the  masses, 
I  hat  Mr.  Ford  was  opposed  to  any  given  policy  en- 
tertained in  the  respective  localities. 

Gov.  Duncan  was  a  man  of  rather  limited  educa- 
tion, but  with  naturally  fine  abilities  he  profited 
greatly  by  his  various  public  services,  and  gathered 
a  store  of  knowledge  regarding  public  affairs  which 
served  him  a  ready  purpose.  He  possessed  a  clear 
judgment,  decision,  confidence  in  himself  and  moral 
courage  to  carry  out  his  convictions  of  right.  In  his 
deportment  he  was  well  adapted  to  gain  the  admira- 
tion of  the  people.  His  intercourse  with  them  was 
both  affable  and  dignified.  His  portrait  at  the  Gov- 
ernor's mansion,  from  which  the  accompanying  was 
made,  represents  him  as  having  a  swarthy  complex- 
ion, high  cheek  bones,  broad  forehead,  piercing  black 
eyes  and  straight  black  hair. 

He  was  a  liberal  patron  of  the  Illinois  College  at 
(acksonville,  a  member  of  its  Board  of  Trustees,  and 
died,  after  a  short  illness,  Jan.  15,  1844,  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  leaving  a  wife 
but  no  children.  Two  children,  born  to  them,  had 
died  in  infancy. 
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:H0MAS  CARLIN,  the  sixth 
I'l  Governor  uf  the  State  of 
IHinois,  serving  from  1S3S 
to  1842,  was  also  a  Kcn- 
tuckian,  being  born  near 
Frankfort,  that  State,  Jnly 
18,  1789,  of  Irish  paternity. 
The  opportunities  for  an  education 
jeing  very  meager  in  his  native 
place,  he,  on  approaching  years  of 
judgment  and  maturity,  applied 
himself  to  those  branches  of  learn- 
ing that  seemed  most  important, 
and  thus  became  a  self-made  man  ; 
and  his  taste  for  reading  and 
study  remained  witli  him  throui;h 
life.  In  1803  his  father  removed 
10  Missouri,  then  a  part  of  "  New  Spain,"  where  he 
died  in  1810. 

In  1S12  young  Carlin  came  to  Illinois  and  partici- 
l)aied  in  all  the  "ranging"  service  incident  to  the 
war  of  that  period,  proving  himself  a  soldier  of  un- 
daunted bravery.  In  1S14  he  married  Rebecca 
Huiit,  and  lived  for  four  years  on  the  bank  of  the 
Mississippi  River,  O[)posite  the  mouth  of  the  Mis- 
sc-ri,  where  he  followed  farming,  and  then  removed 
to  Greene  County.  He  located  the  town  site  of  Car- 
rt/i'ton,  in  that  county,  and  in  1825  made  a  liberal 
donation  of  land  for  county  building  purposes.  He 
was  the  first  Sheriff  of  that  county  after  its  separate 
organization,  and  afterward  was  twice  elected,  as  a 
Jackson  Democrat,  to  the  Illinois  Senate.  In  the 
Black  Hawk  War  he  commanded  a  spy  battalion,  a 
post  of  considerable  danger.  In  1834  he  was  ap- 
lX)inted  by  President  Jackson  to  the  jjosition  of 
Receiver  of  Public  Moneys,  and   to   fulfill   the  office 


more  conveniently  he  removed  to  the  city  of  Quincy. 

While,  in  1S3S,  the  unwieldy  internal  improvement, 
system  of  the  State  was  in  full  operation,  with  all  its 
expensive  machinery,  amidst  bank  suspensions 
throughout  the  United  States,  a  great  stringency  in 
the  money  market  everywhere,  and  Illinois  bonds 
forced  to  sale  at  a  heavy  discount,  and  the  "  hardest 
limes  "  existing  that  the  people  of  the  Prairie  State 
ever  saw,  the  general  election  of  State  officers  was 
approaching.  Discreet  men  who  had  cherished  the 
hope  of  a  speedy  subsidence  of  the  public  infatua- 
tion, met  with  disappointment.  A  Governor  and 
Legislature  were  to  be  elected,  and  these  were  now 
looked  forward  to  for  a  repeal  of  the  ruinous  State 
policy.  But  the  grand  scheme  had  not  yet  lost  its 
dazzling  influence  upon  the  minds  of  the  people. 
Time  and  experience  had  not  yet  fully  demonstrated 
its  utter  absurdity.  Hence  tlie  ipicstion  of  arresting 
its  career  of  profligate  expenditures  did  not  become 
a  leading  one  with  the  dominant  party  during  the 
camp.iign,  and  most  of  the  old  members  of  the  Leg- 
islature were  returned  at  this  election. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  Democrats,  in  State 
Convention  assembled,  nominated  Mr.  Carlin  for  the 
office  of  Governor,  and  S.  H.  Anderson  for  Lieuten- 
ant Governor,  while  the  Whigs  nominated  Cyrus  Ed- 
wards, brother  of  Ninian  Edwards,  formerly  Governor, 
and  W.  H.  Davidson.  Edwards  came  out  strongly 
for  a  continuance  of  the  State  policy,  wiiile  Car'L' 
remained  non-committal.  This  was  the  first  tunc 
that  the  two  main  political  parlies  in  this  State  were 
unembarrassed  by  any  third  party  in  the  field.  The 
result  of  the  election  was:  Carlin,  35,573 ;  Ander- 
son, 30,335;  Edwards,  29,629;  and  Davidson,  28,- 

Ui)on  the  meeting  of  tlie  subsequent  Legislature 
(1839),  the  retiring  Governor  CDuncan)  in   his  mcs- 
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sage  spoke  in  emphatic  terms  of  the  impolicy  of  the 
internal  improvement  system,  presaging  the  evils 
threatened,  and  uiged  that  body  to  do  their  utmost 
to  correct  the  great  error ;  yet,  on  the  contrary,  the 
Legislature  not  only  decided  to  continue  the  policy 
but  also  added  to  its  burden  by  voting  more  appro- 
priations and  ordering  more  improvements.  Although 
the  money  market  was  still  stringent,  a  further  loan 
of  $4,000,000  was  ordered  for  tlie  Illinois  &  Mich- 
igan Canal  alone.  Cli'cago  at  that  time  began  to 
loom  up  and  promise  to  be  an  important  city,  even 
the  great  emporium  of  the  West,  as  it  has  since  in- 
deed came  to  be.  Ex-Gov.  Reynolds,  an  incompe- 
'  tent  financier,  was  commissioned  to  effect  the  loan, 
and  accordingly  hastened  to  the  East  on  this  respons- 
ible err.md,  and  negotiated  the  loans,  at  considera- 
ble sacrifice  to  the  .State.  Besides  this  embarrassment 
;c  Carlin's  administration,  the  Legislature  also  de- 
clared that  he  had  no  authority  to  appoint  a  Secretary 
of  Stat  J  until  a  vacancy  existed,  and  A.  P.  Field,  a 
Whig,  who  had  already  held  the  post  by  appointment 
through  three  administrations,  was  determined  to 
keep  the  place  a  while  longer,  in  spite  of  Gov.  Car- 
lin's preferences.  The  course  of  tlie  Legislature  in 
this  regard,  however,  was  finally  sustained  by  the 
Supreme  Court,  in  a  quo  warranto  case  brought  up 
before  it  by  John  A.  McClernand,  whom  the  Gov- 
ernor had  nominated  for  the  office.  Thereupon  that 
dignified  body  was  denounced  as  a  "Whig  Court!' 
endeavoring  to  establish  the  principle  of  life-tenure 
of  office. 

A  new  law  was  adopted  re-organizing  the  Judici- 
ary, and  under  it  five  additional  .Supreme  Judges 
were  elected  by  the  Legislature,  namely,  Thomas 
Ford  (afterward  Governor),  Sidney  Breese,  Walter  B. 
Scates,  Samuel  H.  Treat  and  Stephen  A.  Douglas — 
all  Democrats. 

It  was  during  Cov.  Carlin's  administration  that  the 
noisy  campaign  'of  "Tippecanoe  and  Tyler  too  "  oc- 
curred, resulting  in  a  Whig  victory.  This,  however, 
did  net  affect  Illinois  politics  very  seriously. 

Another  prominent  event  in  the  West  during  Gov. 
Carlin's  term  of  office  was  the  excitement  caused  by 
the  Mcrmons  and  their  removal  from  Independence, 
Mo.,  to  Nauvoo,  111.,  in  1840.  At  the  same  time 
they  began  to  figure  snniewhat  in  .Stale  politics.  On 
account  <;f  thrir  beheviuL; — as  they  thought,  accord- 
ing to  the  New  Testament — that    they  should    have 


"  all  things  common,"  and  that  consequently  "  all 
the  earth  "  and  all  that  is  upon  it  were  the"  Lord's  " 
and  therefore  the  property  of  his  "  saints,"  they 
were  suspected,  and  correctly,  too,  of  committing 
many  of  the  deeds  of  larceny,  robbery,  etc.,  that 
were  so  rife  throughout  this  country  in  those  days. 
Hence  a  feeling  of  violence  grew  up  between  the 
Mormons  and  "anti-Mormons."  In  the  State  of 
Missouri  the  Mormons  always  supported  the  Dem- 
ocracy until  they  were  driven  out  by  the  Democratic 
government,  when  they  turned  their  support  to  the 
Whigs.  They  were  becoming  numerous,  and  in  the 
Legislature  of  1S40-1,  therefore,  it  became  a  matter 
of  great  interest  with  both  parties  to  conciliate  these 
people.  Through  the  agency  of  one  John  C.  Ben- 
nett, a  scamp,  the  Mormons  succeeded  in  rushing 
through  the  Legislature  (both  parties  not  darin,T;  to 
oppose)  a  charter  for  the  city  of  Nauvoo  which  vir- 
tually erected  a  hierarchy  co-ordinate  with  the  Fed- 
eral Government  itself.  In  the  fall  of  1841  the 
Governor  of  Missouri  made  a  demand  upon  Gov. 
Carlin  for  the  body  of  Joe  Smith,  the  Mormon  leader, 
as  a  fui;itive  from  justice.  Gov.  Carlin  issued  the 
writ,  but  for  some  reason  it  was  returned  unserved. 
It  was  again  issued  in  1842,  and  Smith  was  arrested, 
but  was  either  rescued  by  bis  followers  or  discharged 
by  the  municipal  court  on  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 

In  Decemlier,  1841,  the  Democratic  Convention 
nominated  .^dani  W.  Snyder,  of  Belleville,  for  Gov- 
ernor. .'Vs  he  had  been,  as  a  member  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, rather  friendly  to  the  Mormons,  the  latter 
naturally  turned  their  support  to  the  Democratic 
party.  The  next  spring  the  Whigs  nominated  E.x- 
(}ov.  Duncan  for  the  same  office.  In  the  meantime 
the  Mormons  began  to  grow  more  odious  to  the 
masses  of  the  people,  and  the  comparative  prospects 
of  the  respective  parties  for  success  became  very 
problematical.  Mr.  Snyder  died  in  May,  and 
Thomas  Ford,  a  Supreme  Judge,  was  substituted  as 
a  candidate,  and  was  elected. 

At  the  close  of  his  gubernatorial  term,  Mr.  Carlin 
removed  back  to  his  old  home  at  Carrollton,  where 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  as  before  his  ele- 
vation to  office,  in  agricultural  pursuits.  In  iS,|9 
he  served  out  the  unexpired  term  of  J.  D.  Fry  in  the 
Illinois  House  of  Representatives,  and  died  Feb.  4. 
1852,  at  his  residence  at  Caitollton,  leaving  a  wife 
and  seven  children. 
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■  CIIOMAS  FORD,  Governor 
from  1S42  to  1846,  and  au- 
thor of  a  very  interesting 
liistory  of  Illinois,  was  born 
at  Unioatown,  Pa.,  in  the 
year  1 800.  His  mother,  after 
the  death  of  her  first  hus- 
band (Mr.  Forquer),  married  Rob- 
ert Ford,  who  was  killed  in  1802, 
by  the  Indians  in  the  mountains 
of  Pennsylvania.  She  was  conse- 
quently left  in  indigent  circum- 
stances, with  a  large  family,  mostly 
girls.  With  a  view  to  better  her 
condition,  she,  in  1804,  removed  to 
Missouri,  where  it  had  been  cus- 
tomary by  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment lo  give  land  to  actual  settlers;  but  upon  her 
arrival  at  St.  Louis  she  found  the  country  ceded  to 
the  United  States,  and  the  liberal  policy  toward  set- 
tlers changed  by  the  new  ownership.  After  some 
sickness  to  herself  and  family,  she  finally  removed  to 
Illinois,  and  settled  some  three  miles  south  of  Water- 
loo, but  the  following  year  moved  nearer  the  Missis- 
sippi  bluffs.     Here   young   Ford    received    his  first   1 


schooling,  under  the  instructions  of  a  Mr.  Humphrey, 
for  which  he  had  to  walk  three  miles.  His  mother, 
though  lacking  a  thorough  education,  was  a  woman 
of  superior  mental  endowments,  joined  to  energy 
and  determination  of  character.  She  inculcated  in 
her  children  those  high-toned  principles  which  dis- 
tinguished her  sons  in  public  life.  She  exercised  a 
rigid  economy  to  provide  her  children  an  education ; 
but  George  Forquer,  her  oldest  son  (six  years  older 
than  Thomas  Ford),  at  an  early  age  had  to  cpiit 
school  to  aid  by  his  labor  in  the  support  of  the  family. 
He  afterward  became  an  eminent  man  in  Illinois 
affairs,  and  but  for  his  early  death  would  probably 
have  been  elected  to  the  United  States  Senate. 

Young  Ford,  with  somewhat  better  opportunities, 
received  a  better  education,  though  limited  to  the 
CLirriculum  of  the  common  school  of  those  pioneer 
times.  His  mind  gave  eady  promise  of  superior  en- 
dowments, with  an  inclination  for  mathematics.  His 
[iroficiency  attracted 'the  attention  of  Hon.  Daniel  P. 
Cook,  who  became  his  efficient  patron  and  friend. 
The  latter  gentleman  was  an  eminent  Illinois  states- 
man wlio,  as  a  Member  of  Congress,  obtained  a  grant 
of  300,000  acres  of  land  to  aid  in  comi)leting  the 
Illinois  I't  Michigan  Canal,  and  after  whom  the 
county  of  Cook  was  named.     Through  the  advice  of 
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this  gemleman,  Mr.  Ford  tamed  his  attention  to  the 
study  of  law,  but  Forquer,  then  merchandising,  re- 
garding; his  education  defective,  sent  him  to  Transyl- 
vania University,  where,  however,  he  remained  but 
one  term,  owing  to  Forquer's  failure  in  business.  On 
his  return  he  alternated  his  law  reading  with  teach- 
ing school  for  support. 

In  1829  Gov.  Edwards  appointed  him  Prosecuting 
Attorney,  and  in  1831  he  was  re-appointed^by  Gov. 
Reynolds,  and  after  that  he  was  four  times  elected  a 
Judge  by  the  Le>;islature,  without  opposition,  twice  a 
Circuit  Judge,  once  a  Judge  of  Chicago,  and  as  As- 
sociate Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  when,  in  1841, 
the  latter  tribunal  was  re-organized  by  the  addition 
of  five  Judges,  all  Democrats.  Ford  was  assigned  to 
the  Ninth  Judicial  Circuit,  and  while  in  this  capacity 
iie  was  holding  Court  in  Ogle  County  he  received  a 
notice  of  his  nomination  by  the  Democratic  Conven- 
tion for  the  office  of  Governor.  He  immediately  re- 
signed liis  place  and  entered  upon  the  canvass.  In 
August,  1S42,  he  was  elected,  and  on  the  8th  of  De- 
cember following  he  was  inaugurated. 

All  the  offices  which  he  had  held  were  unsolicited 
by  him.  He  received  them  upon  the  true  Jefferson- 
Jan  principle, — Never  to  ask  and  never  to  refuse 
office.  Both  as  a  lawyer  and  as  a  Judge  he  stood 
deiervedly  high,  but  his  cast  of  intellect  fitted  him 
rather  for  a  writer  upon  law  than  a  practicing  advo- 
cate in  the  courts.  In  the  latter  capacity  he  was  void 
of  the  moving  power  of  eloquence,  so  necessary  to 
success  with  juries.  As  a  Judge  his  opinions  were 
"ound,  lucid  and  able  expositions  of  the  law.  In 
practice,  he  was  a  stranger  to  the  tact,  skill  and  in- 
sinuating address  of  the  politician,  but  he  saw  through 
:he  arts  of  demagogues  as  well  as  any  man.  He  was 
plain  in  his  demeanor,  so  much  so,  indeed,  that  at 
one  time  after  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office, 
during  a  session  of  the  Legislature,  he  was  taken  by 
a  stranger  to  be  a  seeker  for  the  position  of  door- 
keeper, and  was  wai-ted  upon  at  his  hotel  near  niid- 
r.ight  by  a  knot  of  small  office-seekers  with  the  view 
of  effecting  a  "  combination  !  " 

Mr.  Ford  had  not  the  "  brass  "  cf  the  ordinary 
politician,  nor  that  impetuosity  which  characterizes  a 
|)olitical  leader.  He  cared  little  for  money,  and 
hardly  enough  for  a  decent  support.  In  person  he 
was  of  small  stature,  slender,  of  dark  comple.'cion, 
with  black  hair,  sharp  features,  deep-set  eyes,  a 
pointed,  aquiline  nose  having  a  decided  twist  to  one 
side,  and  a  small  mouth. 

Tb.e  three  most  important  events  in  Gov.  Ford's 
r.dministration  were  the  establishment  of  tlie  high 
financial  credit  of  the  State,  tlie  "  Mormon  War  "and 
.he  Mexican  War. 

In  the  first  of  these  the  Gu'ernor  proved  himself 
*o  be  en:inenll\'  wise.  On  ciming  iiilu  office  he  found 
'he  Stale  I)  idly  pir.ily/.eil  byilie  ruinous  efferts  of 
die    notocious  "i;iteriial   hnproveinent "    schemes    of 


the  preceding  decade,  with  scarcely  anything  to 
show  by  way  of  "improvement."  The  enterprise 
that  seemed  to  be  getting  ahead  more  than  all  the 
rest  was  the  Illinois  &  Michigan  Canal.  As  this 
promised  to  be  the  most  important  thoroughfare, 
feasible  to  the  people,  it  was  well  under  headway  in 
its  construction.  Therefore  the  State  policy  was 
almost  concentrated  upon  it,  in  order  to  rush  it  on  tc 
completion.  The  bonded  indebtedness  of  the  State 
was  growing  so  large  as  to  frighten  the  people,  and 
they  were  about  ready  to  entertain  a  proposition  for 
repudiation.  But  the  Governor  had  the  foresight  to 
recommend  such  measures  as  would  maintain  the 
public  credit,  for  which  every  citizen  to-day  feels 
thankful. 

But  perhaps  the  Governor  is  remembered  more  for 
his  connection  with  the  Mormon  troubles  than  for 
anything  else;  for  it  was  during  his  term  of  office 
that  the  "  Latter-Day  Saints  "  became  so  strong  at 
Nauvoo,  built  their  temple  there,  increased  their  num- 
bers throughout  the  country,  committed  misdemean- 
ors, taught  dangerous  doctrines,  suffered  the  loss  of 
their  leader,  Jo  Smith,  by  a  violent  death,  were  driven 
out  of  Nauvoo  to  the  far  West,  etc.  Having  been  a 
Judge  for  so  many  years  previously,  Mr.  Ford  of 
course  was  no  i-committal  concerning  Mormon  affairs, 
and  was  therefore  claimed  by  both  parties  and  also 
accused  by  each  of  sympathizing  too  greatly  with  the 
other  side.  Mormonism  claiming  to  be  a  system  of 
religion,  the  Governor  no  doubt  was  "between  two 
fires,"  and  felt  compelled  to  touch  the  matter  rather , 
"  gingerly,"  and  doubtless  felt  greatly  relieved  when  ^' 
that  [lestilential  people  left  the  State.  Such  compli-  ' 
cated  matters,  especially  when  religion  is  mixed  up 
with  them,  expose  every  person  participating  in 
them  to  criticism  from  all  parties. 

The  Me.xican  War  was  begun  in  the  spring  of 
1845,  and  was  continued  into  the  gubernatorial  term 
of  Mr.  Ford's  suxessor.  The  Governor's  connection 
with  this  war,  however,  was  not  conspicuous,  as  it 
was  only  administrative,  commissioning  officers,  etc. 

Ford's  "  History  of  Illinois  "  is  a  very  readable  and 
entertaining  work,  of  450  small  octavo  pages,  and  is 
destined  to  increase  in  value  with  the  lapse  of  time. 
It  exhibits  a  natural  flow  of  compact  and  forcible 
thought,  never  failing  to  convey  the  nicest  sense.  In 
tracing  with  his  trenchant  pen  the  devious  operations 
of  the  professional  politician,  in  which  lie  is  inimit- 
able, his  account  is  open,  perhaps,  to  the  objection 
that  all  his  contemporaries  are  treated  as  mere  place- 
seekers,  while  many  of  them  have  since  been  judged 
by  the  people  to  be  worthy  statesmen.  His  writings 
seem  slightly  open  to  the  criticism  that  they  exhibit 
a  little  splenetic  partiality  against  those  of  his  con- 
temporaries who  were  prominent  during  his  term  of 
office  as  Governor. 

The  death  of  Gov.  Ford  took  place  at  Peoria,  111., 
Nov.  2,  1850. 
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'^  AUGUSTUS  C.    FRENCH, 
Governor  of  Illinois  from 
1-^46   to   1 85  2,  was  born  in 
the    town   of  Hill,   in    the 
Slate  of   New   Hampshire, 
_  ,^-^^-     Aug.   2,  1808.      He   was   a 
'  '        i\^   descendant    in    the   fourth 
generation  ot  Nathaniel 
French,  who  emigrated   from   England 
in  16S7  and  settled  in  Saybury,  Mass. 
-'■},, -_^'-  In  early  life  young  French  lost   his 

;;;!  i     !i     father,    but  continued    to    receive    in- 
-  i  struclion     from     an     exemplary      and 

Christian  mother  until  he  was  19  years 
',,  ,^'  ■  old,  when  she  also  died,  confiding  to 
■^"^^  his  care  and  trust  four  younger  broth- 

ers and  one  sister.  He  discharged  his  trust  witli 
jjarental  devotion.  His  education  in  early  life  was 
such  mainly  as  a  common  school  afforded.  For  a 
brief  period  he  attended  Dartmouth  College,  but 
from  pecuniary  causes  and  the  care  of  Iiis  brothers 
and  sister,  he  did  not  graduate.  He  subsc(iuenily 
read  law,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1831,  and 
shortly  afterward  removed  to  Illinois,  settling  first  at 
Albion,  Edwards  County,  where  he  established  him- 
self in  the  practice  of  law.  The  following  year  he 
removed  to  Paris,  Edgar  County.  Mere  he  attnincd 
eminence  in  his  profession,  and  entered  public  life 
by  representing  that  county  in  the  Legislature.  A 
strong  attachment  sprang  up  between  him  and  .Sie- 
phen  A.  Douglas. 

In  1839,  Mr.  French  was  appointed  Receiver  of 
the  United  .States  I,and  Office  at  I'alestine,  Craw- 
ford  County,  at  wliich  place  he  was  a  resident   when 


elevated  to  the  gubernatorial  chair.  In  1844  he  was 
a  Presidential  Elector,  and  as  such  he  voted  for 
fames  K.  Polk. 

The  Democratic  State  Convention  of  1846,  meet- 
ing at  Springfield  Feb.  10,  nominated  Mr.  French 
for  Governor.  Other  Democratic  candidates  were 
Lyman  Trumbull,  Jolin  Calhoun  (subsequently  of 
Lecompton  Constitution  notoriety),  Walter  B.  Scates, 
Richard  M.  Young  and  A.  W.  Cavarly, — an  array  of 
very  able  and  prominent  names.  Trumbull  was  per- 
haps defeated  in  the  Convention  by  the  tumor  that 
he  was  opposed  to  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal. 
as  he  had  been  a  year  |)reviously.  For  Lieutenant 
Governor  J.  B.  Wells  was  chosen,  while  other  candi- 
dates were  Lewis  Ross,  Wm.  McMurlry,  Newton 
Cloud,  J.  B.  Hamilton  and  W.  W.  Thompson.  The 
resolutions  declared  strongly  against  the  resuscita- 
tion of  the  old  State  Banks. 

The  Whigs,  who  were  in  a  hopeless  mniority,  held 
their  convention  June  8,  at  Peoria,  and  selected 
Thomas  M.  Kilpatrick,  of  Scott  County,  for  (lovcrnor, 
and  Gen.  Nathaniel  (J.  Wilco.x,  of  Schuyler,  for 
Lieutenant  Governor. 

In  the  campaign  the  latter  exposed  Mr.  French's 
record  and  connection  with  the  [)assage  of  the  in- 
ternal im[)rovemcnt  system,  urging  it  against  his 
election ;  but  in  the  meantime  tlie  war  with  Mexico 
broke  out,  regarding  which  the  Whig  record  was  un- 
popular in  this  State.  The  war  was  the  absorbing 
and  dominating  question  of  the  period,  sweeping 
every  other  political  issue  in  its  course.  The  elec- 
tion in  .August  gave  Mr.  French  58.700  votes,  and 
Kilpairick  only  36,775.  Richard  Kells,  Abolitionist 
cuididate  for  the  same  office,   received    5,152    vot«>s 
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By  the  new  Constitution  of  1S4S,  a  new  election  for 
State  officers  was  ordered  in  November  of  that  year, 
before  Gov.  French's  term  was  half  out,  and  he  was 
re-elected  for  the  term  of  four  years.  He  was  there- 
fore the  incmnbeni:  for  six  consecutive  years,  the 
only  Governor  of  this  State  who  has  ever  served  in 
tliat  capacity  so  long  at  one  time.  As  there  was  no 
organized  opposition  to  his  election,  he  received  67,- 
4^3  votes,  to  5,639  for  Pierre  Menard  (son  of  the 
first  Lieutenant  Governor),  4,748  for  Charles  V. 
Dyer,  3,834  for  W.  L.  D.  Morrison,  and  1,361  for 
Janie'i  I,.  D.  Morrison.  But  Wm.  McMiirtry,  of 
Knox  County,  was  elected  Lieutenant  Governor,  in 
place  of  Joseph  I!.  Wells,  who  was  before  elected 
and  did  not  run  again. 

Governor  French  was  inaugurated  into  office  dur- 
ing tire  progress  of  the  Mexican  War,  which  closed 
during  the  summer  of  1847,  although  the  treaty  of 
Guadalupe  Hidalgo  was  not  made  until  Feb.  2, 
1848.  The  policy  of  Gov.  French's  party  was  com- 
mitted to  tliat  war,  Ir.it  in  connection  with  that  affirir 
he  was,  of  course,  only  an  administrative  officer. 
During  his  term  of  office,  Feb.  19,,  1847,  the  Legisla- 
ture, by  special  perinissiori  of  Congress,  declared  that 
all  Government  lands  sold  to  settlers  should-  be  im- 
mediately subjerl  to  State  taxation;  before  this  they 
v.'cre  exempt  for  live  years  after  sale.  I'y  this  ar- 
ringemcut  the  revenue  was  materially  increased. 
.\bout  the  same  time,  the  distribution  of  Government 
land  warrants  among  the  Mexican  soldiers  as  bounty 
threw  upon  the  market  a  great  quantity  of  good 
lands,  and  this  enhanced  the  settlement  of  the  State. 
Tiie  same  Legislature  authorized,  with  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Governor,  the  sale  of  the  Northern 
Cross  Railroad  (from  Springfield  to  Meredosia,  the 
first  in  the  State  and  now  a  section  of  the  Wabash, 
St.  Louis  &  Pacific)  It  sold  for  $[00,000  in  bonds, 
althouL;h  it  had  cost  the  State  not  less  than  a  million. 
The  salt  wells  and  can.d  lands  in  the  Saline  reserve 
in  Gallatin  County,  granted  by  the  general  Govern- 
ment to  the  State,  were  also  authorized  by  the 
Governor  to  be  sold,  to  ap[)ly  on  the  State  debt.  In 
1 850,  for  the  first  time  since  1S39,  the  accruing  State 
revenue,  exclusive  of  specific  appropriations,  was 
sufficient  to  meet  the  current  demands  upon  the 
treasuiy.  The  aggregate  taxable  property  of  the 
State  at  this  time  was  over  §100,000,000,  and  ll' -■ 
ixjpulation  85  1,470. 


In  1849  the  Legislature  adopted  the  township  or- 
ganization law,  which,  however,  proved  defective, 
and  was  properly  amended  in  185 1.  At  its  session 
in  the  latter  year,  the  General  Assembly  also  passed 
a  law  to  exempt  homesteads  from  sale  on  executions 
This  beneficent  measure  had  been  repeatedly  u'rge(J 
upon  that  body  by  Gov.  French.. 

In  1850  some  business  men  in  St.  Louis  com- 
menced to  build  a  dike  opposite  the  lower  part  of 
their  city  on  the  Illinois  sitie,  to  keep  the  Mississippi 
in  its  channel  near  .St.  Louis,  instead  of  breaking 
away  from  them  as  it  sometimes  threatened  to  do. 
This  they  undertook  without  permission  from  the 
Legislature  or  Executive  authority  of  fhis  State  ;  and 
as  many  of  the  inhabitants  thera  complained  that 
the  scheme  would  inundate  and  ruin  much  valuable 
land,  there  was  a  slight  conflict  of  jurisdictions,  re- 
sulting in  favor  of  the  St.  Louis  project;  and  since 
then  a  good  site  has  existed  there  for  a  city  (East  St. 
Louis),  and  now  a  score  of  railroads  center  there. 

It  was  in  September,  1850,  that  Congress  granted 
to  this  State  nearly  3,000,000  acres  of  land  in  aid  of 
the  completion  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad, 
which  constituted  the  most  important  epoch  in  the 
railroad — v/e  might  say  internal  improvement — his- 
tory of  the  State.  The  road  was  rushed  on  to  com- 
pletion, which  accelerated  the  settlement  of  the  in- 
terior of  the  State  by  a  good  class  of  industrious  citi- 
zens, and  Iiy  the  charter  a  good  income  to  the  State 
Treasury  is  paid  in  from  the  earnings  of  the  road. 

In  185  I  the  Legislature  passed  a  law  authorizing 
free  stock  banks,  v/hich  was  the  source  of  much  leg- 
islative discussion  for  a  number  of  years. 

But  we  have  not  space  further  to  particularize 
concerning  legislation.  Gov.  French's  administra- 
tion was  not  marked  by  any  feature  to  be  criticised, 
while  the  country  was  settling  up  as  never  before. 

In  stature.  Gov.  French  was  of  medium  height, 
sipiarely  built,  light  complexioned,  with  ruddy  face 
and  pleasant  countenance.  In  manners  he  was 
plain  and  agreealile.  By  nature  he  was  somewhat 
diffident,  but  he  was  often  very  outspoken  in  his  con- 
victions of  duty.  In  public  speech  he  was  not  an 
orator,  but  was  chaste,  earnest  and  persuasive.  In 
business  he  was  accurate  and  methodical,  and  in  his 
administration  he  kept  up  the  cri;dit  of  the  State. 

He  died  in  1S65,  at  his  home  in  Lebanon,  St 
Glair  Co.,  111. 
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•^KiY**/*!^  ;i)EL  A.  MATTESON,  Governor 
fem^Wy^^^l  !  f^**  r  85  3-6,  was  born  Aug.  S,  1S08, 
in  jL-fferson  County,  New  York, 
to  which  place  his  father  had  re- 
moved from  Vermont  three  years 
before.  His  father  was  a  farmer 
in  fair  circumstances,  but  a  com- 
mon English  education  was  all 
tliat  his  only  son  received.  Youni; 
Joel  first  tempted  fortune  as  a 
small  tradesman  in  Prescott, 
Canada,  before  he  was  of  age. 
He  returned  from  that  place  to 
his  home,  entered  an  academy, 
tauglit  school,  visited  the  prin- 
ciiial  Eastern  cities,  improved  a  farui  liis  father  had 
given  him,  made  a  tour  in  the  South,  worked  there 
in  building  railroads,  e.xperienccd  a  siorm  on  the 
Gulfof  Mexico,  visited  the  gold  diggings  of  Nonheni 
Georgia,  and  returned  via  Nashville  to  St.  Louis  and 
through  Illinois  to  his  father's  home,  when  he  mar- 
ried. In  1833,  having  sold  his  farm,  he  removed. 
>vith  his  wife  and  one  child,  to  Illinois,  and  entered 
a  claim  on  Government  land  near  the  head  of  An 
Sable  River,  in  what  is  now  Kendall  County.  At 
that  time  there  were  not  more  than  two  neighbors 
within  a  range  of  ten  miles  of  his  ])lace,  and  onl\ 
three  or  four  houses  between  him  and  Chicago.  He 
opened  a  large  farm.     His  faintly   was  boardetl    1  z 


miles  away  while  he  erected  a  house  on  his  claim, 
sleeping,  during  this  time,  under  a  rude  pole  shed. 
Here  his  life  was  once  placed  in  imminent  peril  by 
a  huge  prairie  rattlesnake  sharing  his  bed. 

In  1835  he  bouglit  largely  at  the  Government  land 
sales.  During  th.e  speculative  real-estate  mania  which 
broke  out  in  Chicago  in  1836  and  spread  over  the  State, 
he  sold  his  lands  under  the  inllation  of  that  period 
and  removed  to  Joliet.  In  1838  he  became  a  heavy 
contractor  on  the  Illinois  &  Michigan  Canal.  Upon 
the  completion  of  his  job  in  1841,  when  hard  times 
prevailed,  business  at  a  stand,  contracts  paid  in  State 
scrip;  when  all  the  public  works  except  the  canal 
were  abandoned,  the  State  offered  for  sale  700  tons 
of  railroad  iron,  which  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Mat- 
teson  at  a  b.ugain.  This  he  accepted,  shipped  and 
sold  at  Detroit,  realizing  a  very  handsome  profit, 
enough  to  pay  off  all  his  canal  debts  and  leave  him  a 
surplus  of  several  thousand  dollars.  His  enterprise 
next  i)rompted  him  to  start  a  woolen  mill  at  Joliet, 
in  which  he  prospered,  and  which,  after  successive 
enlargements,  became  an  enormous  establishment. 

In  1S42  he  was  first  elected  a  State  Senator,  but, 
l)y  a  bungling  apiiortionment,  John  Pearson,  a  Senator 
holdi'ig  over,  was  found  to  be  in  the  same  district, 
and  decided  to  be  entitled  to  represent  it.  Mat- 
tcion's  seat  wa-:  declared  vacant.  Pearson,  however 
with  a  nobleness  difficult  to  appreciate  in  this  day  of 
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greed  tor  office,  unwilling  to  represent  his  district 
under  the  circumstances,  immediately  resigned  his 
unexpired  term  of  two  years.  A  bill  was  passed  in  a 
few  hours  ordering  a  new  election,  and  in  ten  days' 
time  Mr.  Matteson  was  returned  re-elected  and  took 
his  seat  as  Senator.  From  his  well-known  capacity 
as  a  business  man,  he  was  made  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  a  position  he  held  during 
this  half  and  t>vo  full  succeeding  Senatorial  terms, 
discharging  its  important  duties  with  ability  and  faith- 
ful aess.  Beside-5  his  extensive  woolen-mill  interest, 
when  work  was  resumed  on  the  canal  under  the  new 
loan  of  $1,600,000  he  again  became  a  heavy  con- 
tractor, and  also  subsequently  operated  largely  in 
building  railroads.  Thus  he  showed  himself  a  most 
energetic  and  ihorougli  business  man. 

He  was  nominated  for  Governor  by  the  Demo- 
cratic State  Convention  which  met  at  Springfield 
April  20,  1 85 2.  Other  candidates  before  the  Con- 
vention were  D.  L.  Gregg  and  F.  C.  Sherman,  of 
Cook  ;  John  Dement,  of  Lee  ;  Thomas  L.  Harris,  of 
Menard;  Lewis  W.  Ross,  of  Fulton  ;  and  D.  1'.  Busii, 
of  Pike.  Gustavus  Koerner,  of  St.  Clair,  was  nom- 
inated for  1-ieutenant  Governor.  For  the  same  offices 
ihe  Whigs  nominated  Edwin  B.  Webb  and  Dexter  .A. 
Knoulton.  Mr,  Matteson  received  80,645  votes  at 
the  election,  while  Mr.  Webb  received  64,408.  Mat- 
teson's  forte  was  not  on  the  slump;  he  had  not  cul- 
livaled  the  art  of  oily  flattery,  or  the  faculty  of  being 
all  things  to  all  men.  His  intellectual  qualities  took 
r.ither  the  direction  of  efficient  executive  ability.  His 
turn  consisted  not  so  much  in  the  adroit  mana^e- 
nicnt  of  party,  or  the  povverful  advocacy  of  great  gov- 
ernmental principles,  as  in  those  more  solid  and 
enduring  operations  wliich  cause  the  pliysical  devel- 
o[)ment  and  advancement  of  a  State, — of  cummerce 
and  business  enterprise,  inio  wliich  he  labored  with 
success  to  lead  the  people.  As  a  politician  he  was 
just  and  liberal  in  his  views,  and  both  in  official  and 
private  life  he  then  stood  untainted  and  free  from 
l)lemish.  .As  a  man,  in  active  benevolence,  social 
rirtues  and  all  the  amial)le  qualities  of  neighbor  or 
rilizen,  he  had  i<i\\  superiors.  His  messages  [iresent 
a  perspicuous  array  of  facts  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
State,  and  are  often  conclied  in  forcible  and  elegant 
diction. 

The  greatest  excitement  during  his  term  of  office 
was  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Comi)romise,  by  Con- 


gress, under  the  leadership  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas  in 
1 85 4,  when  the  bill  was  passed  organizing  the  Terri- 
tory of  Kansas  and  Nebraska.  A  large  portion  of 
the  Whig  party  of  the  North,  through  their  bitter  op- 
position to  the  Democratic  party,  naturally  drifted 
into  the  doctrine  of  anti-slavery,  and  thus  led  to  what 
was  temporarily  called  the  "  Anti- Nebraska  "  party, 
while  the  followers  of  Douglas  were  known  as  "  Ne- 
braska or  Douglas  Democrats.  "  It  was  during  this 
embryo  stage  of  the  Republican  party  that  Abraham 
Lincoln  was  brought  forward  as  the  "Anti-Nebraska" 
candidate  for  the  United  States  Senatorship,  while 
Gen.  James  Shields,  the  incumbent,  was  re-nom- 
inated by  the  Democrats.  But  after  a  fewballotings 
in  the  Legislature  (1855),  these  men  were  dropped, 
and  Lyman  Trumbull,  an  Anti-Nebraska  Democrat, 
was  brought  up  by  the  former,  and  Mr.  Matteson, 
then  Governor,  by  the  latter.  On  the  nth  ballot 
Mr.  Trumbull  obtained  one  majority,  and  was  ac- 
cordingly declared  elected.  Before  Gov.  Matteson 's 
lerm  expired,  the  Re])ublicans  were  fully  organized 
as  a  national  party,  and  in  1S56  put  into  the  field  a 
full  national  and  State  ticket,  carrying  the  Slate,  but 
not  the  nation. 

The  Legislature  of  r855  passed  two  very  import- 
ant measures, — the  present  free-school  system  and  a 
submission  of  the  Maine  liquor  law  to  a  vote  of  the 
people.  The  latter  was  defeated  by  a  small  majority 
of  the  popular  vot^e. 

During  the  four  years  of  Gov.  ALatteson's  admin- 
istration the  taxable  wealth  of  the  State  was  about 
trebled,  from  $137,818,079  to  $349,951,272;  the  pub- 
lic debt  was  reduced  from  $17,398,985  to  $12,843,- 
144;  taxation  was  at  the  same  time  reduced,  and  the 
State  resumed  paying  interest  on  its  debt  in  New 
V'ork  as  fast  as  it  fell  due;  railroads  were  increased 
in  their  mileage  from  something  less  than  400  to 
about  3,000 ;  and  the  population  of  Chicago  was 
nearly  doubled,  and  its  commerce  more  than  quad- 
rujiled. 

Before  closing  this  account,  we  regret  that  we  have 
to  say  that  Mr.  Matteson,  in  all  other  respects  an 
upright  man  and  a  good  Governor,  was  implicated 
in  a  false  re-issue  of  redeemed  canal  serin,  amount- 
ing to  $224,182.66.  By  a  suit  in  the  Sangamon  Cir- 
cuit Court  the  State  recovered  the  jirincipal  and  all 
tlie  interest  excepting  ,$27,500. 

He   died  in    tlie   winter  of  1S7  2-3,  at  Chicago. 
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LIAM  H.  BISSELL,  Gov- 
ernor 1S57-60,  viMs  born 
-  A])r'l  25,  iSi  I,  ill  the 
5.atv;  of  New  York,  near 
Panued  Post,  Yales  County, 
[wrents  were  obscure, 
lionest.  God-fearing  people, 
who  reared  their  children  under  the  daily 
e.\anii)le  of  ihdusliy  and  frugality,  accord- 
ing to  the  custom  of  tliat  class  of  Eastern 
society.  Mr.  Bissell  received  a  respecta- 
ble but  not  thorough  academical  education. 
^^?Ki^  By  assiduous  application  he  acquired  a 
'  '&n^  knowledge  of  medicine,  and  in  his  early 
'^^  manhood  came  West  and  located  in  Mon- 
roe County,  this  State,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  that  profession.  But  he  was  not  enam- 
ored of  his  calling:  lie  was  swayed  by  a  broader 
ambition,  to  such  an  extent  that  the  mysteries  of  the 
healing  art  and  its  arduous  duties  failed  to  yield  liim 
furtlier  any  charms.  In  a  few  years  he  discovered 
his  choice  of  a  profession  to  be  a  mistake,  and  when 
lie  approached  the  age  of  30  he  sought  to  begin 
anew.  Dr.  Bissell,  no  doubt  uncx[)ectedly  to  him- 
self, discovered  a  singular  facility  and  charm  of 
speech,  the  exercise  of  which  acc]uired  for  him  a 
ready  local   notoriety.     It  soon  came  to  be   under- 


stood thai  he  desired  10  abandon  his  profession  and 
lake  uj)  that  of  the  law.  During  terms  of  Court  he 
would  spend  his  time  at  the  county  seat  aimong  the 
members  of  tlie  Bar,  who  extended  to  him  a  ready 
welcome. 

ll  was  not  strange,  tlierefore,  that  lie  slioidtl  drift 
into  public  life.  In  1840  he  was  elected  as  a  Dem- 
ocrat to  the  Legislature  from  Monroe  County,  and 
w.is  an  efficient  member  of  that  body.  On  his  re- 
turn home  lie  tpialified  himself  for  admission  to  the 
liar  and  speedily  rose  to  the  front  rank  as  an  advo- 
cate. His  powers  of  oratory  were  caiitivating.  With  a 
p\ire  diction,  charming  and  inimitable  gestures, 
clearness  of  statement,  and  a  remarkable  vein  of  sly 
humor,  his  efforts  before  a  jury  told  with  irresistible 
effect.  He  was  chosen  by  the  Legislature  Prosecut- 
ing Attorney  for  the  Circuit  in  which  he  lived,  and 
in  that  position  he  fully  discharged  his  duty  to  the 
.Stale,  gained  the  esteem  of  the  Bar,  and  seldom 
failed  to  convict  the  offender  of  the  law. 

In  stature  he  was  somewhat  tall  and  slender,  and 
with  a  straight,  military  bearing,  lie  presented  a  dis- 
tinguished appearance.  His  complexion  was  dark, 
his  head  well  poised,  though  not  large,  his  address 
pleasant  and  manner  winning.  He  was  exemplary 
in  his  habits,  a  devoted  husband  and  kind  parent. 
He  was  twice  married,  the  first  time  to  Miss  lames, 
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ol  Monroe  County,  by  whom  he  had  two  children, 
botli  daughters.  She  died  soon  after  the  year  1S40, 
and  Mr.  B.  married  for  his  second  wife  a  daughter 
of  Elias  K.  Kane,  previously  a  United  States  Senator 
from  this  State.  She  survived  hi.ii  'nit  a  short  time, 
and  died  without  issue. 

When  the  war  wilh  Mexico  was  decUued  in  1S46, 
Mr.  Bissell  enhsted  and  was  elected  Colonel  of  his 
regi';ient,  over  Hon.  \^o\\  Morrison,  by  an  almost 
unanimous  vote, — .807  to  6.  Considering  the  limited 
opportunities  he  had  had,  he  evinced  a  high  order  of 
military  talent.  ()ii  the  bloody  field  of  Buena  Vista 
he  acquitted  himself  with  intrepid  and  distinguished 
ability,  contributing  with  his  regiment,  the  Second 
Illinois,  in  no  small  degree  toward  saving  the  waver- 
ing fortunes  of  our  arms  during  that  long  and  fiercely 
contested  battle. 

After  his  return  home,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  he 
was  elected  to  Congress,  his  opponents  l)eing  the 
lions.  P.  B.  Fouke  and  Joseph  Gillespie.  He  served 
two  terms  in  Congress.  He  was  an  ardent  politician. 
Oaring  the  great  contest  of  1850  he  voted  in  favor 
of  the  adjustment  measures;  but  in  1854  he  opposed 
I'ne  reijeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise  act  and 
therefore  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill  of  Douglas,  and 
thus  became  identified  with  the  nascent  Republican 
party. 

Dating  liis  first  Congressional  term,  while  the 
Southern  members  were  following  their  old  practice 
of  intimidating  the  North  by  bullying  language, 
and  claiming  most  of  the  credit  for  victories  in  the 
Mexican  War,  and  Jefferson  Davis  claiming  for  the 
Mississippi  troops  all  the  credit  for  success  at  Buena 
Vista,  Mr.  Bissell  bravely  defended  the  Northern 
troops :  whereupon  Davis  challenged  Bissell  to  a  duel, 
which  was  accepted.  This  matter  was  brought  u|) 
against  Bissell  when  he  was  candidate  for  Governor 
and  during  his  term  of  office,  as  the  Constitution  of 
this  State  forbade  any  duelist  from  holding  a  State 
office. 

In  1 85  6,  when  the  Republican  party  first  put  forth 
a  candidate,  John  C.  Fremont,  for  President  of  the 
United  States,  the  same  party  nominated  Mr.  Bissell 
for  Governor  of  Illinois,  and  John  Wood,  of  Quincy, 
for  Li.nitenant  Governor,  while  the  Democrats  nomi- 
nated Hon.  W.  A.  Richardson,  of  Adams  County, 
for  Governor,  and  Col.  R.  J.  Hamilton,  of  Cook 
County,  f."-  Lieutcn.uit  Governor.     The  result  of  the 


election  was  a  plurality  of  4,729  votes  over  Richard- 
son. The  American,  or  Know-Nothing,  party  had  a 
ticket  in  the  field.  The  Legislature  was  nearly  bal- 
anced, but  was  politically  opposed  to  the  Governor. 
His  message  to  the  Legislature  was  short  and  rather 
ordinary,  and  was  criticised  for  expressing  the  sup- 
posed obligations  of  the  people  to  the  incorporators 
of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company  and  for  re- 
opening the  slavery  question  by  allusions  to  the 
Kansas  troubles.  Late  in  the  session  an  apportion- 
ment bill,  based  upon  the  State  census  of  1855,  was 
passed,  amid  much  partisan  strife.  The  Governor 
at  first  signed  the  bill  and  then  vetoed  it.  A  furious 
debate  followed,  and  the  question  whether  the  Gov- 
ernor had  the  authority  to  recall  a  signature  was 
referred  to  the  Courts,  that  of  last  resort  deciding  in 
favor  of  the  Governor.  Two  years  afterward  another 
outrageous  attempt  was  made  for  a  re-apportionment 
and  to  gerrymander  the  State,  but  the  Legislature 
failed  to  pass  the  bill  over  the  veto  of  the  Governor. 

It  was  during  Gov.  Bissell's  administration  that 
the  notorious  canal  scrip  fraud  was  brought  to  light, 
'mplicating  ex-Gov.  Matteson  and  other  prominent 
State  officials.  The  principal  and  interest,  aggregat- 
ing ;$255,5oo,  was  all  recovered  by  the  State  except- 
ing $27,500.     (See  sketch  of  Gov.  Matteson.) 

In  1859  an  attempt  was  discovered  to  fraudu- 
lently refund  the  Macalister  and  Stebbins  bonds  aiid 
thus  rob  the  State  Treasury  of  nearly  a  quarter  of  a 
million  dollars.  The  State  Government  was  impli- 
cated in  this  affair,  and  to  this  day  remains  unex- 
plained or  unatoned  for.  For  the  above,  and  other 
matters  previously  mentioned,  Gov.  Bissell  has  been 
severely  criticised,  and  he  has  also  been  most  shame- 
fully libelled  and  slandered. 

On  account  of  e.xposure  in  the  army,  the  remote 
cause  of  a  nervous  form  of  disease  gained  entrance 
into  his  system  and  eventually  developed  paraplegia, 
affecting  his  lower  extremities,  which,  while  it  left 
his  body  in  com|)arative  health,  deprived  him  of  loco- 
motion except  by  the  aid  of  crutches.  While  he  was 
generally  hopeful  of  ultimate  recovery,  this  myste- 
rious disease  pursued  him,  without  once  relaxing  its 
stealthy  hold,  to  the  close  of  his  life,  March  18, 
i860,  over  nine  months  before  the  expiration  of  hi-, 
gubernatorial  term,  at  the  early  age  of  48  years.  He 
died  in  the  faith  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  0/ 
I   which  ne  har»  been  a  member  since  1854. 
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f/'^..^  'HN  WOOD,  Govcrno.'  i.SCo-i.aiul 
^il  \i^~  the  first  settler  of  (^uincy,  III., 
was  luim  in  the  town  of  Scmi>ni- 
■c-  ■  ifpi  >.'  '.  niiis  (now  Moravia),  Cavutra  Co., 
\^.-~'^  SJl  L  .,•:•'  N.  v.,  Due.  20,  1798.  Hu  was 
the  second  child  and  only  son  ot 
Dr.  Daniel  Wood.  His  mother, 
iiiC  (.'.ilherine  Cranse,  was-  of 
German  [xirentage,  and  died 
while  he  was  an  infant.  Dr. 
Wood  war,  a  learned  and  skillful 
physician,  of  classical  attain- 
ments and  proficient  in  several 
modern  lai  guages,  who,  after 
serving  throughoat  the  Revolu- 
tionary War  as  a  Surgeon,  settled  on  the  land  granted 
liim  by  the  Government,  and  resided  there  a  re- 
spected and  leading  infltience  in  his  section  until  his 
death,  at  the  ripe  age  of  92  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  impelled  by  the  spirit 
of  Western  adventure  then  [icrvading  everywhere, 
left  his  home,  Nov.  2,  iSiS,  and  passed  the  succeed- 
ing winter  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  The  following  sum- 
mer he  pushed  on  to  Illinois,  landing  at  Shawneetown, 
and  spent  the  fall  and  following  winter  in  Calhoun 
County.  In  1S20,  in  company  with  Willard  Keyes, 
he  settled  in  Pike  County,  about  30  miles  southeast 
■of  Quincy,  where  for  the  next  two  years  he  pursued 
farming.  In  1821  he  visited  "thelSlufifs"  (as  the 
present  site  of  Quincy  was  called,  then  uninhabited) 
and,  pleased  with  its  prospects,  soon  after  purchased 
a  quarter-section  of  land  near  Ijy,  and  in  the  follow- 
ing fall  (1822)  erected  near  the  river  a  small  cabin, 


18  X  20  feet,  the  first  building  in  Quincy,  of  whiih 
he  then  became  the  first  and  for  some  months  the 
only  occupant. 

.'\bout  this  tir/ie  he  visitetl  his  old  friends  in  Pike 
County,  chief  of  whom  was  William  Ross,  the  lead- 
ing man  in  building  up  the  village  of  Atlas,  of  that 
county,  which  was  thought  then  to  be  the  possible 
commencement  of  a  city.  One  day  they  and  others' 
were  traveling  together  over  the  country  between  the 
two  points  named,  making  observations  on  the  com- 
parative merits  of  the  respective  localities.  On  ap- 
|)roaching  the  Mississippi  near  Mr.  Wood's  place, 
the  latter  told  his  companions  to  follow  him  and  he 
would  show  them  where  he  was  going  to  build  a  city. 
They  went  about  a  mile  off  the  main  trail,  to  a  high 
point,  from  which  the  view  in  every  direction  was 
most  magnificent,  as  it  had  been  for  ages  and  as  yel 
untouched  by  the  hand  of  man.  Before  them  swept 
by  the  majestic  Father  of  Waters,  yet  unburdened  by 
navigation.  After  Mr.  Wood  had  expatiated  at 
length  on  the  advantages  of  the  situation;  Mr.  Ros.s 
replied,  "But  it's  too  near  .Atlas  ever  to  amoiuit  to 
anything!" 

Atlas  is  still  a  cultivated  farm,  and  (j»uincy  is  .•> 
city  of  over  30,000  i)0[)ulation. 

In  1824  .Mr.  Wood  gave  a  newspaper  notice, 
as  the  law  then  prescribed,  of  his  intention  to  ajjply 
to  the  General  Assembly  for  the  formation  of  a  new 
county.  This  was  done  the  following  winter,  result- 
ing in  the  establishment  of  the  present  Adams 
County.  During  the  next  summer  Quincy  was  se- 
lected as  the  county  se.it,  it  and  the  vicinity  th.en 
containing  but  four  adult  male   residents   and   half 
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that  number  of  females.  Siiic-e  that  period  ISIr. 
Wood  resided  at  the  place  of  his  early  adoption  un- 
til his  death,  and  far  more  than  any  other  man  was 
he  identified  with  every  measure  of  its  progress  and 
history,  and  almost  continuously  kept  in  public  ])osi- 
tions. 

He  was  one  of  the  early  town  Trustees,  and  after 
the  place  became  a  city  he  was  often  a  member  of 
ihe  City  Council,  many  times  elected  Mayor,  in  the 
'"ace  _of  a  constant  large  opposition  political  majority. 
in  1S50  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate.  In  1S56, 
on  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party,  he  was 
chosen  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  State,  on  the 
ticket  with  Wm.  H.  Bissell  for  Governor,  and  on  the 
death  of  the  latter,  ]March  iS,  1S60,  he  succeeded  to 
tiie  Chief  Executive  chair,  which  he  occupied  until 
Gov.  Yates  v/as  inaugurated  nearly  ten  months  after- 
ward. 

Nothing  very  marked  characterized  the  adminis- 
tration of  Gov.  \Vood.  The  great  ami-slavery  cam- 
paign nf  i860,  resulting  in  the  election  of  the  honest 
r.linoisan,  Abraham  Lincoln,  to  the  Presidency  of  the 
United  States,  occurred  during  the  short  period 
while  Mr.  Wood  was  Governor,  and  tne  excitement 
and  issues  of  that  struggle  dominated  over  every 
other  consideration, — indeed,  supplanted  them  in  a 
great  measure.  The  people  of  Illinois,  during  all 
that  time,  were  passing  the  comparatively  petty  strifes 
under  Bissell's  administration  to  the  overwhelming 
issue  of  preserving  the  whole  nation  from  destruction. 

In  1861  e.\-Gov.  Wood  was  one  of  the  five  Dele- 
gates from  Illinois  to  the  "  Peace  Convention  "  at 
Washingtoii,  and  in  April  of  the  san.e  year,  on  the 
breaking  out   of   the    Rebellion,    he    was    appointed 


Quartermaster-General  of  the  State,  which  position 
he  held  throughout  the  war.  In  1864  he  took  com- 
mand as  Colonel  of  the  137th  111.  Vol.  Inf.,  with 
whom  he  served  until  the  period  of  enlistment  ex- 
pired. 

Politically,  Gov.  Wood  was  always  actively  identi- 
fied with  the  Whig  and  Republican  parties.  Few 
men  liave  in  personal  experience  comprehended  so 
many  surprising  and  advancing  local  changes  as 
vested  in  the  more  than  half  century  recollections  of 
Gov.  Wood.  Sixty-four  years  ago  a  solitary  settler 
on  the  "Bluffs,"  with  no  family,  and  no  neighbor 
within  a  score  of  miles,  the  world  of  civilization  away 
behind  him,  and  the  strolling  red-ip.an  almost  his 
only  visitant,  he  lived  to  see  growing  around  him, 
and  under  his  auspices  and  aid,  overspreading  the 
wild  hills  and  scraggy  forest  a  teaming  city,  second 
only  in  size  in  the  State,  and  surpassed  nowhere  in 
beauty,  prosperity  and  promise ;  whose  people  recog- 
nize as  with  a  single  voice  the  proverbial  honor  and 
liberality  that  attach  to  the  name  and  lengthened 
life  of  their  pioneer  settler,  "the  old  Governor." 

Gov.  Wood  was  twice  married, — first  in  January, 
1S2C,  to  Ann  M.  Streeter,  daughterof  Joshua  Streeter, 
formerly  of  Salem,  Washington  Co.,  N.  Y.  They  had 
eight  children.  Mrs.  W.  died  Oct.  8,  1863,  and  in 
June,  1S65,  Gov.  Wood  married  Mrs.  Mary  A.,  widow 
of  Rev.  Joseph  T.  Holmes.  Gov.  Wood  died  June  4, 
18S0,  at  his  residence  in  Quincy.  Four  of  his  eight 
children  are  now  living,  namely:  Ann  E.,  wife  of 
Gen.  John  Tillson;  Daniel  C,  who  married  Mary  J. 
Abernethy;  John,  Jr.,  who  married  Josephine  Skinner, 
and  Joshua  S.,  who  married  Annie  Bradley.  The 
last  mentioned  now  resides  at  Atchison,  Kansas,  and 
all  the  rest  are  still  at  Quincy. 
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'^"^ICHARD  YATF:S,  the  "War 
i,**  Governor,''  1861-4,  was  born 
?4«  Jan.  18,  1S18,  on  the  banks  oi" 
I,,  the  Ohio  River,  at  Warsaw, 
%'  Gallatin  Co.,  Ky.  His  father 
'"  moved  in  1831  to  Illinois,  and^ 
afier  stopping  for  a  time  in 
Springfield,  settled  at  Island 
Grove,  Sangamon  County.  Here, 
after  attending  school,  Richard  joined 
the  family.  Subsequently  he  entered 
Illinois  College  at  Jacksonville, 
where,  in  1837,  he  graduated  with 
first  honors.  He  chose  for  his  pro- 
fession the  law,  the  Hon.  J.  J.  Har- 
din being  his  instructor.  .After  ad- 
mission to  the  Bar  he  soon  rose  to  distinction  as  an 
advocate. 

Gifted  with  a  fluent  and  ready  oratory,  he  noon 
a])peared  in  the  political  hustings,  and,  being  a 
passionate  admirer  of  the  great  Whig  leader  of  the 
West.  Henry  Clay,  he  joined  his  political  fortunes  to 
he  party  of  his  idol.  In  1840  he  engaged  with  great 
'■rdor  in  the  exciting  "  hard  cider  "  camjjaign  for 
rfarrison.  Two  years  later  he  was  electeil  to  the 
Legislature  from  Morgan  County,  a  Democratic 
stronghold.  He  served  three  or  four  terms  in  the 
Legislature,  and  such  was  the  fascination  of  his  ora- 
L^ry  that  by  1850  his  large  Congressional  District, 
extending  from  Morgan  and  Sangamon  Counties 
.  orth  to  include  LaSalle,  unanimously  tendered  him 
!ne  ^Vhig  nomination  for  Congress.  His  Democratic 
opponent  was  Maj.  Thomas  L.  Harris,  a  very  pop- 
ular man  who  had  won  distinction  at  the  battle  of 
Cerro  Gordo,  in  the  Mexican  War,  and  who  had 
aeaten  Hon.  Stephen  T.  Logan  for  the  same  position, 


two  yj.us  before,  by  a  large  uiajorily.  Yates  wa.= 
elected.  Two  years  later  he  was  re-elet.ted,  over 
John  Calhoun. 

It  was  during  Yates  second  Icnn  in  Congre^is  that 
the  great  question  of  the  repeal  uf  the  Missouri  Com- 
promise was  agitated,  and  the  bars  laid  down  for  re- 
opening the  dreaded  anti-slavery  question.  He  look 
strong  grounds  against  the  repeal,  and  thus  became 
identified  with  the  rising  Republican  party.  Conse- 
quently he  fell  into  the  minority  in  his  district,  which 
was  pro-slavery.  Even  then,  in  a  third  contest,  he 
fell  behind  Major  Harris  only  i^oo  votes,  after  the 
district  had  two  years  betore  given  Pierce  2,000 
majority  for  President. 

The  Republican  State  Convention  of  iSCo  met  at 
Decatur  May  9,  and  nominated  for  the  office  of  Gov- 
ernor Mr.  Yates,  in  preference  to  Hon.  Norman  B. 
Judd,  of  Chicago,  and  Leonard  Swett,  of  Blooming- 
ton,  two  of  the  ablest  men  of  the  State,  who  were 
also  catididates  before  the  Convention.  Francis  .\. 
Hoffman,  of  DuPage  County,  was  nominated  for 
Lieutenant  Governor.  This  was  the  year  when  I\Ir. 
Lincoln  was  a  candidate  for  President,  a  period  re- 
membered as  characterized  by  the  great  whirlpool 
which  precipitated  the  bloody  W  it  of  the  Rebellion. 
The  Douglas  Democrats  nominated  J.  C.  .Allen  of 
Crawford  County,  for  Governor,  and  Lewis  W.  Ro-s, 
i)f  Fulton  County,  for  Lieutenant  Governor.  riic 
Breckenridge  Democrats  and  the  Bell-Everett  pariy 
had  also  full  tickets  in  the  field.  After  a  most  fear- 
ful campaign,  the  result  of  the  election  gave  Mr. 
Yates  172,196  votes,  and  Mr.  Allen  159,253.  Mr. 
Yates  received  over  a  thousand  more  votes  than  did 
Mr.  Lincoln  himself. 

Gov.  Yates  occupied  the  chair  of  State  during  the 
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most  critical  ptriud  uf  (uir  country's  history.  In  the 
fate  of  the  nation  was  involved  that  of  each  State. 
The  life  struggle  of  tlie  former  derived  its  sustenance 
from  the  Ljyalty  of  the  latter;  and  Gov.  Yates 
seemed  to  realize  the  situation,  and  proved  himself 
both  loyal  and  wise  in  upholding  the  Government. 
He  had  a  deep  hold  ui)0n  the  affections  of  tlie 
people,  won  by  his  moving  eloquence  and  genial 
manners.  Erect  and  symmetrical  in  person,  of  pre- 
possessing appearance,  with  a  winning  address  and  a 
magnetic  power,  few  men  possessed  more  of  the  ele- 
ments of  popularity.  His  oratory  was  scholarly  and 
captivating,  his  hearers  hardly  knowing  why  they 
were  transported.  He  was  social  and  convivial.  In 
the  latter  respect  he  w.is  ultimately  carried  too  far. 

The  very  creditable  military  efforts  of  this  State 
during  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  in  putting  into  the 
field  the  enormous  number  of  about  200,000  soldiers, 
were  ever  promptly  and  ably  seconded  by  his  excel- 
lency;  and  the  was  ambitious  to  deserve  the  title  of 
"the  soldier's  friend."  Immediately  after  the  battleof 
Shiloh  he  re[)aired  to  the  field  of  carnage  to  look 
after  the  wounded,  and  his  appe.ils  for  aid  were 
promptly  responded  to  by  the  [teople.  His  procla- 
mations calling  for  volunteers  were  inipassionatc 
appeals,  urging  u[)on  the  people  the  d.ities  and  re- 
quirenrents  of  patriotism  ;  and  his  special  messagt- 
in  iSe^  to  the  Democratic  Legislature  of  this  State 
pleading  for  material  aid  for  the  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers  of  Illinois  regiments,  breathes  a  deep  fervor 
of  noble  sentiment  and  feeling  rarely  equaled  in 
beauty  or  felicity  of  exiiression.  Generally  his  mes- 
sages on  political  and  civil  aff.iirs  were  able  and  com- 
prehensive. Duviiig  ills  administration,  however, 
there  were  no  civil  events  of  an  engrossing  character, 
although  two  years  of  his  time  were  replete  with 
partisan  quarrels  of  great  bitterness.  Military  ar- 
rests, Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle,  riot  in  Fulton 
County,  attemjited  suppression  of  the  Chicago  Tiiiu-s 
and  the  usurping  State  Constitutional  Convention  of 
1862,  were  the  chief  local  topics  that  were  exciting 
during  the  Governor's  term.  This  Convention  assem- 
bled Jan.  7,  and  at  once  took  the  high  position  that 
■'le  law  calling  it  was  no  longer  binding,  and  that  it 
ad  supreme  power;  that  it  represented  a  virtual 
assemblage  of  the  whole  people  of  the  S'ate,  and  was 
sovereign  in  the  exercise  of  all  power  necessary  to 
f ffect  a  )3eaceable  revolution  of  the  St,;ite  Government 


and  to  tire  re-establishment  of  one  for  the  "happiness, 
prosperity  and  freedom  of  the  citizens,"  limited  only 
by  the  Federal  Constitution.  Notwithstanding  the 
law  calling  the  Convention  required  its  members  to 
take  an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  State 
as  well  as  that  of  the  general  Govermiient,  they 
utterly  refused  to  take  such  oath.  They  also  as- 
sumed legislative  powers  and  passed  several  import- 
ant "laws!"  Interfering  with  the  (then)  present 
executive  duties,  Gov.  Yates  was  provoked  to  tell 
them  plainly  that  "  he  did  not  acknowledge  the  right 
of  the  Conveirtion  to  instruct  him  in  the  performance 
of  his  duty." 

In  iS63the  Governor  astonished  the  Democrats 
by  "  proroguing  "  their  Legislature.  This  body,  after 
a  recess,  met  June  2,  that  year,  and  soon  began  to 
waste  time  upon  various  partisan  resolutions  ;  and, 
while  the  two  houses  were  disagreeing  upon  th.e 
question  of  adjourning  ««d?  die,  the  Governor,  having 
the  authority  in  such  cases,  surprised  them  all  by 
adjourning  them  "  to  the  Saturday  next  preceding  the 
fnst  Monday  in  January,  1865  !  "  This  led  to  great 
e.\i:iteinent  and  confusion,  and  to  a  reference  of  the 
Governor's  act  to  the  Supreme  Court,  who  decided  in 
his  favor.  Then  it  was  the  Court's  turn  to  receive 
abuse  for  weeks  and  months  afterward. 

During  the  autumn  of  1864  a  conspiracy  was  de- 
tected at  Chicago  which  had  for  its  object  the  liber- 
ation of  the  prisoners  of  war  at  Camp  Douglas,  the 
burning  of  the  city  and  the  inauguration  of  rebellion 
in  the  North.  Gen.  Sweet,  who  had  charge  of  the 
camp  at  the  time,  first  had  his  suspicions  of  danger 
aroused  by  a  number  of  enigmatically  worded  letters 
which  passed  through  the  Camp  postoflice.  .\  de- 
tective afterward  discovered  that  the  rebel  Gen. 
Marmaduke  was  in  the  city,  under  an  assumed 
name,  and  he,  with  otlier  rebel  officers — Grenfell, 
Morgan,  Cantrell,  Buckner  Morris,  and  Charles 
Walsh — was  arrested,  most  of  whom  were  convicted 
by  a  court-martial  at  Cincinnati  and  sentenced  to 
imprisonment, — Grenfell  to  be  iiung.  The  sentence 
of  the  latter  was  afterwaid  connnuted  to  imiirison- 
ment  for  life,  and  all  the  others,  after  nine  months' 
imprisonment,  were  pardoned. 

In  March,  1873,  Gov.  Yates  was  appointed  a  Gov- 
ernment Director  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad,  in 
whii:h.  office  he  continued  until  his  decease,  at  St, 
Louis,  Mo,,  on  the  27th  of  November  following. 
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';5^;UC'HAR1)  j.  OGLKSliY,  C'luv- 
;■**  tnior  1865-8,  and  rc-cleclcd 
,>,  in  1 87 2  and  18S4,  was  l)orn 
)  July  25,  1S24,  in  Oldham  C"ii., 
'-*■'  Ky., — the  State  which  uiiglil 
f-Vv^  be  considered  the  "  mother  of 
Illinois  Governors."  Bereft  of 
"  his  parents  at  the  tender  a^e 
o{  eight  years,  his  early  edncation 
was  neglected.  When  12  years  of 
age,  and  after  he  had  worked  a  year 
and  a  half  at  the  carpenter's  trade, 
he  removed  with  an  uncle,  Willis 
Oglesby,  into  whose  care  he  had 
been  committed,  to  Decatur,  this 
State,  where  he  continued  liis  ap- 
prenticeship as  a  mechanic,  working  six  months  for 
Hon.  E.  O.  Smith. 

In  1844  he  commenced  studying  law  at  .Spring- 
field, with  Judge  Silas  Robbins,  and  read  witli  him 
one  year.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1845,  and 
commenced  the  practice  of  his  chosen  i)rofession  at 
Sullivan,  the  county  seat  of  Moultrie  ('ounty. 

The  next  year  the  war  with  Mexico  was  com- 
menced, and  in  June,  1846,  Mr.  Oglesby  volunteered, 
was  elected  First  Lieutenant  of  Co.  C,  Fourth  Illinois 
Regiment  of  Volunteers,  and  participated  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Vera  Cruz  and  Cerro  Gordo. 

On  his  return  he  sought  to  perfect  his  law  studies 
by  attending  a  course  of  lectures  at  Louisville,  but 
on  the  breaking  out  of  the  California  "gold  fever  "  in 
1849,  he  crossed  the  plains  and  mountains  to  the 
riew  Eldorado,  driving  a  six-mule  team,  with  a  coui- 


l>any  of  eight  men,   Henry  I'r.ulier  being  the   leader. 

In  1852  he  returned  home  lo  Macon  Coimty,  and 
was  placed  that  year  by  the  Wliig  party  on  the  ticket 
of  Presidential  Electors.  In  1856  he  visited  Europe, 
Asia  and  .\frica,  being  absent  20  months.  On  his 
return  home  he  resu  ned  the  practice  oflaw,  asa 
member  of  the  firm  of  Gallagher,  Wait  &  Oglesby. 
In  1S58  he  was  the  Republican  no.ninee  for  the 
L-)wer  House  of  Congress,  but  was  defeated  by  the 
Hon.  James  C.  Robinson,  Democrat.  In  i860  he 
was  elected  to  the  Illinois  State  Senate ;  and  on  the 
evening  the  returns  of  this  election  were  coming  in, 
Mr.  Oglesby  had  a  fisticuff  encounter  with  "  Cerro 
Gordo  Williams,"  in  which  he  came  out  victorious, 
and  which  was  regarded  as  "  the  first  light  of  the 
Rebellion."  The  following  spring,  when  the  w.ir 
had  commenced  in  earnest,  his  ardent  nature 
quickly  responded  to  the  demands  of  patriotisra  and 
he  enlisted.  The  extra  session  of  the  Legislature 
elected  him  Colonel  of  the  Eighth  Illinois  Infantry, 
the  second  one  in  the  State  raised  to  suppress  the 
great  Rebellion. 

He  was  shortly  eiitrusted  with  im|)oriant  com- 
niands.  For  a  time  he  was  stationed  at  Bird's  Point 
and  Cairo;  in  April  he  was  promoted  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral; at  Fort  Donelson  his  brigade  was  in  the  v,u\, 
being  stationed  on  the  right  of  General  Grant's  army 
and  the  first  brigade  to  be  attacked.  He  lost  500 
men  before  re-inforcements  arrived.  Many  of  these 
men  were  from  Macon  County.  He  was  engaged  \\ 
the  battle  of  Corinth,  and,  in  a  brave  charge  at  this 
place,  was  shot  in  the  left  lung  with  an  ounce  ball, 
and  was  carried  from  the  field  in   expectation  of  im- 
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mediate  deatli.  'I'liat  rel)el  ball  he  carries  to  this 
day.  t)ii  his  partial  recovery  he  was  promoted  as 
Major  General,  for  gilLintry,  his  commissioa  to  rank 
from  November,  1862.  In  the  spring  of  1863  he 
was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  i6ih  Army 
Corps,  but,  owing  to  inability  from  the  effects  of  his 
wound,  he  relincpiished  this  command  in  July,  that 
year.  Gen.  Grant,  however,  refused  to  accept  his 
resignation,  and  he  was  detailed,  in  December  follow- 
ing, to  court-martial  a  id  try  the  Surgeon  General  of 
the  Army  at  Washington,  where  he  remained  until 
May,  1864,  when  he  returned  home. 

The  Republican,  or  Union,  State   Coiivenlion   of 

1864  was  held  at  Si)rin.;rield,  May  25,  when  Mr. 
Oglesby  was  nominated  tor  the  office  of  Governor, 
while  other  candidates  before  the  Convention  were 
Allen  (".  Fuller,  of  Boone,  Jesse  K.  Dubois,  of  Sanga- 
mon, and  John  M.  Palmer,  of  Macoupin.  VVm. 
Bross,  of  Chicago,  was  nominated  for  Lieutenant 
Governor.  On  the  Demtjcratic  State  ticket  were 
James  C.  Robinson,  of  Clark,  for  Governor,  and  S. 
Corning  Judd,  of  Fulton,  for  Lieutenant  Governor. 
The  general  election  gav_-  Gen.  Oglesby  a  majority 
of  about  3r,ooo  votes.  The  Republicans  had  also  a 
majority  in  both  tU.-  Legislature  and  in  the  repre- 
sentation in  Congress. 

Gov.  Oglesby  was  duly  inaugurated  Jan.  17,  1S65. 
The  day  before  the  first  time  set  for  his  installation 
death  visited  his  lu  ne  at  Decatur,  and  took  from  it 
his  only  son,  an  intelligent  and  sprightly  lad  of  six 
years,  a  great  favorite  of  the  bereaved  parents.  This 
caused  the  inauguration  to  be  postponed  a  week. 

The  political  events  of  the  Legislative  session  of 

1865  were  the  electioii  of  ex-Gov.  Yates  to  the 
United  Slates  Senate,  and  the  ratification  of  the  13th 
amendaient  to  tiie  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
abolishing  slavery.  This  session  also  signalized 
itself  by  repealing  the  notorioui  "  black  laws,"  part 
of  which,  although  a  dead  letter,  had  held  their  place 
upon  the  statute  books  since  1S19.  Also,  laws  re- 
quiring the  registration  of  voters,  and  establishing  a 
State  Board  of  Equalization,  were  passed  by  this  Leg- 
islature. But  the  same  body  evinced  that  it  was  cor- 
ruptly influenced  by  a  mercenary  lobby,  as  it  adopted 
some  bad  legislation,  over  the  Governor's  veto,  nota- 
bly an  amendment  to  a  charter  for  a  Cliicago  horse 
railway,  granted  in  1S59  for  25  \  ears,  and  now 
sought  to  be  extended  99  years.  As  this  measure 
was  promptly  passed  ov-r  his  veto  by  both  branches 
of  the  Legislature,  he  deemed  it  useless  further  to 
attempt  to  check  their  headlong  career.  At  this 
session  no  law  of  a  general  useful  character  or  public 
interest  was  perfected,  unless  we  count  such  the 
♦urning  over  of  the  canal  to  Chic;^go  to  be  deepened. 
The  session  of  1S67  was  still  more  jiroductive  of 
private  and  special  acts.  Many  omnibus  bills  were 
nrop^sed,  and  some  passed.  Tiie  contests  over  the 
.,;i.a'ioii  of  th^   Industrial  College,  the  Capital,  the 


Southern  Penitentiary,  and  the  canal  enlargement 
and  Illinois  River  improvement,  dominated  every 
thing  else. 

During  the  year  1S72,  it  became  evident  that  if 
the  Republicans  could  re-elect  Mr.  Oglesby  to  the 
office  of  Governor,  they  could  also  elect  him  to  the 
United  States  Senate,  which  they  desired  to  do. 
Accordingly  they  re-nominated  him  for  the  Exeiu- 
tive  chair,  and  placed  upon  the  ticket  with  him  for 
Lieutenant  Governor,  John  L.  Beveridge,  of  Cook 
County.  On  the  other  side  the  Democrats  put  int.o 
the  field  Gustavus  Koerner  for  Governor  and  John 
C.  Black  for  Lieutenant  Governor.  The  election 
gave  the  Republican  ticket  majorities  ranging  from 
3S'334  to  50,174, — the  Democratic  defection  being 
caused  mainly  by  their  h.iving  an  old-time  Whig  and 
Abolitionist,  Horace  Greeley,  on  the  national  ticket 
for  President.  According  to  the  general  understand- 
ing had  beforehand,  as  soon  as  the  Legislature  met 
it  elected  Gov.  Oglesby  to  the  United  States  Senate, 
whereupon  Mr.  Beveridge  became  Governor.  Sena- 
tor Oglesby 's  term  expired  March  4,  1S79,  having 
served  his  party  faithfully  and  exhibited  an  order  of 
statesmanship  beyond  criticism. 

During  the  campaign  of  1884  Mr.  Oglesby  was 
nominated  for  a  "third  term"  as  Executive  of  the 
State  of  Illinois,  against  Carter  H.  Harrison,  Mayor 
of  Cliicago,  nominated  by  the  Democrats.  Both 
gentlemen  "slumped  "  the  State,  and  while  the  peo- 
l^le  elected  a  Legislature  which  was  a  tie  on  a  joint 
ballot,  as  between  the  two  parties,  they  gave  the 
jovial  "  Dick"  Oglesby  a  ni.ijority  of  15,018  for  Gov- 
ernor, and  he  was  inaugurated  Jan.  30,  1S85.  The 
Legislature  did  not  fully  organize  until  this  date,  0:1 
account  of  its  equal  division  between  the  two  niaio 
parties  and  the  consequent  desperate  tactics  of  ea<. li 
party  to  checkmate  the  latter  in  the  organization  of 
the  House. 

Gov.  Oglesby  is  a  fine-appearing,  affable  man,  with 
regular,  well  defined  features  and  rotund  face.  In 
stature  he  is  a  little  above  medium  height,  of  a  large 
frame  and  somewhat  fleshy.  His  physical  a|)pear- 
ance  is  striking  and  prepossessing,  while  his  straight- 
out,  not  to  say  bluff,  manner  and  speech  are  well 
calculated  favorably  to  impress  the  average  masses. 
Ardent  in  feeling  and  strongly  committed  to  the  pol- 
icies of  his  party,  he  intensifies  Republicanism 
among  Republicans,  while  at  the  same  time  his  jovial 
and  liberal  manner  prevents  those  of  the  opposite 
party  from  hating  him. 

He  is  quite  an  effective  stump  orator.  With  vehe- 
ment, passionate  and  scornful  tone  and  gestures, 
tremendous  physical  power,  which  in  speaking  he 
exercises  to  the  utmost;  with  frequent  descents  to 
the  grotesque;  and  with  abundant  homely  compari- 
sons or  frontier  figures,  expressed  in  tlie  broadest 
vernacular  and  enforced  with  stentorian  emphasis, 
he  delights  a  promiscuous  audience  beyond  measure, 
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''■*:OHN  Mc  AULF.Y  PALMER,  Gov- 

,rt§*«  enior     1869-72,     was     born     on 

^■'-        Eaele    Creek,    Scott    Co.,    Ky  , 
f'  ... 

Sept.   13,   1S17.     During   his  in- 

?•'  fancy,  his  father,  who  had  been 
a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  re- 
mo\ed  to  Chrislian  Co.,  Ky., 
where  lands  were  cheap.  Here 
the  future  Governor  of  the  great 
Prairie  State  spent  his  childhood 
and  received  such  meager  school- 
ing as  the  new  and  s])arsely  set- 
tled country  afforded.  To  this 
he  added  materially  by  diligent 
reading,  for  which  he  evinced  an 
His  father,  an  ardent  Jackson  man, 
v%-as  also  noted  for  his  anti-slavery  sentiments,  which 
he  thoroughly  impressed  upon  his  children.  In  1831 
he  emigrated  to  Illinois,  settling  in  Madison  County. 
Here  the  labor  of  improving  a  farm  was  pursued  for 
alx  ut  two  years,  when  the  death  of  Mr.  Palmer's 
;;>.(): her  broke  up  the  family.  'About  this  time  Alton 
College  was  opened,  on  the  "manual  labor  "  system, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1834  young  Palmer,  with  his 
elder  brother,  Elihu,  entered  this  school  and  remained 
18  months.  Next,  for  over  three  years,  he  tried 
variously  coopering,  peddling  and  school-teaching. 

During    the   summer  of   1S38  he  formed  the  ac- 
quaintance of  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  then   making  his 


cady  aptitude. 


first  canvass  for  Congress.  Young,  eloquent  and  in 
political  accord  with  Mr.  Palmer,  he  won  his  confi- 
dence, fired  his  ambition  and  fixed  his  purpose.  The 
following  winter,  while  teaching  near  Canton,  he  be- 
gan to  devote  his  spare  time  to  a  desultory  reading 
of  la.v,  and  in  the  spring  entered  a  law  oftice  at  Car- 
liiuille,  making  his  home  with  his  elder  brother, 
Elihu.  (The  latter  was  a  learned  clergyman,  of  con- 
siderable orginality  of  thought  and  doctrine.)  On 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Supreme  Court  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar,  Douglas  being  one  of  his  examiners. 
He  was  not  immediately  successful  in  his  profession, 
and  would  have  located  elsewhere  than  Carlinville 
had  he  the  requisite  means.  Thus  his  early  poverty 
was  a  blessing  in  disguise,  for  to  it  he  now  attributes 
the  success  of  his  life. 

From  1839  on,  while  he  diligently  pursued  his 
profession,  he  participated  more  or  less  in  local 
politics.  In  1843  he  became  Probate  Judge.  Iii 
1S47  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Constitutional  Con- 
vention, where  he  took  a  leading  part.  In  1852  ht 
was  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  and  at  the  special 
session  of  February,  1854,  true  to  the  anti-slaverj 
sentiments  bred  in  him,  he  took  a  firm  stand  in  op 
position  to  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise 
and  when  the  Nebraska  question  became  a  i)art; 
issue  he  refused  to  receive  a  re-noinination  for  tin 
Senatorship  at  the  hands  of  the  Democracy,  issuin; 
a  circular  to  that  effect.     A    few    weeks    afterward 
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however,  hesitating  to  break  with  his  party,  he  par- 
ticipated in  a  Congressional  Convention  which  noini- 
T.  L.  Harris  against  Richard  Yates,  and  which 
unqualifiedly  approved  the  principles  of  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  act.  But  later  in  the  campaign  he  made 
the  plunge,  ran  for  the  Senate  as  an  Anti-Nebraska 
Democrat,  and  was  elected.  The  following  winter 
he  put  in  nomination  for  the  United  States  Senate 
Mr.  Trumbull,  and  was  one  of  the  five  steadfast  men 
who  voted  for  liim  until  all  the  Whigs  came  to  their 
support  and  elected  their  man. 

In  1856  he  was  Chairman  of  the  Republican  State 
Convention  at  Bloouiington.  He  ran  for  Congress  in 
1859,  but  was  defeated.  In  i860  he  was  Republican 
Presidential  Elector  for  the  State  at  large.  In  1S61 
he  was  appointed  one  of  the  five  Delegates  (all  Re- 
publicans) sent  by  Illinois  to  the  peace  congress  at 
Washington. 

When  the  civil  conflict  broke  out,  he  offered  his 
services  to  his  country,  and  was  elected  Colonel  of  the 
14th  111.  Vol.  Inf ,  and  participated  in  the  engagements 
at  Island  No.  10;  at  Farniington,  where  he  skillfully 
extricated  his  command  from  a  dangerous  posiiion  ; 
at  Stone  River,  where  his  division  for  several  hours, 
Dec.  31,  1862,  held  the  advance  and  stood  like  a 
rock,  and  for  his  gallantry  there  he  was  made  M.njor 
General;  at  Chickamauga,  where  his  and  Van  Cleve's 
divisions  for  two  hours  maintained  their  position 
when  they  were  cut  off  by  overpowering  numbers 
Under  Gen,  Sherman,  he  was  assigned  to  the  i4lh 
Army  Corps  and  participated  in  the  Atlanta  campaign. 
At  Peach-Tree  Creek  his  prudence  did  much  to  avert 
disaster.  In  February,  1865,  Gen.  Palmer  was  as- 
signed to  the  military  administration  of  Kentucky, 
which  was  a  delicate  post.  That  State  was  about 
half  rebel  and  half  Union,  and  those  of  the  latter 
element  were  daily  frelted  by  the  loss  of  their  slaves. 
He,  who  had  been  bred  to  the  rules  of  common  law, 
trembled  at  the  contemplation  of  his  extraordinary 
power  over  the  persons  and  property  of  his  fellow 
men,  with  which  he  was  vested  in  his  capacity  as 
military  Governor;  and  he  exhibited  great  caution  in 
the  execution  of  the  duties  of  his  post. 

Gen.  Palmer  was  nominated  for  Governor  of  Illi- 
nois by  the  Republican  State  Convention  which  met 
at  Peori.i  May  6,  i.S6'^,  a:ul  hii  noinin.ilion  wouhl 
probably  have  been  made  by  ,i<  cl  iinalion  had  he  not 
oersistenily  declared  that  he  could  not  accept  a  can- 


didature for  the  office.  The  result  of  the  ensuing 
election  gave  Mr.  Pahiier  a  majority  of  44,707  over 
John  R.  Eden,  the  Democratic  nominee. 

On  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature  in  January, 
1S69,  the  first  thing  to  arrest  public  attention  was 
that  portion  of  the  Governor's  message  which  took 
broad  State's  rights  ground,  I'his  and  some  minor 
pjints,  whi;h  were  mjre  in  keeping  with  the  Demo- 
cratic sentiment,  constituted  the  e.itering  wedge  f>r 
the  criticisms  and  reproofs  he  afterward  received 
fio  n  the  Republican  party,  and  ultimately  resulted 
in  his  entire  aleniation  from  the  latter  element.  The 
Legislature  just  referred  to  was  noted  for  the  intro- 
duction of  numerous  bills  in  the  interest  of  private 
parties,  which  were  embarrassing  to  the  Governor. 
Among  the  public  acts  passed  was  that  which  limited 
railroad  charges  for  passenger  travel  to  a  maximum 
of  three  cents  per  mile;  and  it  was  passed  over  the 
Governor's  veto.  Also,  they  passed,  over  his  veto, 
the  "tax-grabbing  law"  to  pay  t^.Wxozi  subscriptions, 
the  Chicago  Lake  Front  bill,  etc.  The  new  State 
Con,titutian  of  1870,  far  superior  to  the  old,  was  a 
iieaccful  "  revolution"  which  took  place  during  Gov. 
Palmer's  term  of  office.  The  suffering  caused  by  the 
great  Chicago  Fire  of  October,  187 1,  was  greatly 
alleviated  by  the  prompt  responses  of  his  excellency. 

Since  the  expiration  of  Gov.  Palmers 's  term,  he  has 
been  somewhat  prominent  in  Illinois  politics,  and 
h.ih  been  talked  of  by  many,  especially  in  the  Dem- 
ocratic party,  as  the  best  man  in  the  State  for  a 
United  States  Senator.  His  business  during  life  has 
been  that  of  the  law.  Few  excel  him  in  an  accurate 
a|jpreciation  of  the  depth  and  scope  of  its  principles- 
The  great  number  of  his  able  veto  messages  abun- 
dantly testify  not  only  this  but  also  a  rare  capacity  to 
lioinl  them  out.  He  is  a  logical  and  cogent  reasoner 
and  an  interesting,  forcible  and  convincing  speaker, 
though  not  fluent  or  ornate.  Without  brilliancy,  his 
dealings  are  rather  with  facts  and  ideas  than  with 
appeals  to  passions  and  prejudices.  He  is  a  patriot 
and  a  statesman  of  very  high  order.  Physically  he  is 
above  the  medium  height,  of  robust  frame,  ruddy 
complexion  and  sanguine-nervous  temperament.  He 
has  a  large  cranial  development,  is  vivacious,  social 
in  disposition,  easy  of  approach,  unostentatious  in  Iris 
habits  of  life,  democratic  in  his  hahits  and  inanr.cr^ 
and  is  a  tr;'e  American  in  his  fundiiniental  principle' 
of  statesmanship. 
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OHN  LOWRiE  BEVER- 
IDGE,  (lovernor  iS73-f'),was 
born  ill  the  town  of  Green- 
wich, Washington  Co.,  N.  Y., 
July  6,  1S24.  His  parenis 
Were  C<corye  and  Ann  lievcr- 
.'\)  idge.  His  father's  parents,  An- 
drew and  Isaliel  Beveridge,  be- 
fore their  marriage  emigrated 
from  Scotland  just  before  the 
Re\ohuionary  War,  settHng  in 
Washington  County.  His  father 
was  the  eldest  of  eight  brothers,  the 
yonngest  of  whom  was  60  years  of 
age  when  the  first  one  of  the  num- 
ber died.  His  mother's  parenis, 
James  and  Agnes  Hoy,  emigrated 
from  Scotland  at  the  close  of  tiic 
Revolutionary  War,  settling  also  in 
|Q  Washington  Co.,  N.  Y.,  with  their 
first-born,  whose  "  native  land  "  w.is 
the  wild  ocean.  His  parents  and 
grandparents  lived  beyond  the  time 
allotted  to  man,  their  average  age 
being  over  So  years.  They  belonged  to  the  "  Asso- 
ciate  Church,"    a    seceding    Presbyterian     bod,     'if 


America  from  the  old  Scotch  school ;  and  so  rigid 
was  tlie  training  of  young  Beveridge  that  he  never 
heard  a  sermon  from  any  other  minister  except  that 
of  his  own  denomination  until  he  was  in  his  19th 
year.  Later  in  life  he  became  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  which  relation  he  still 
holds. 

Mr.  r>everidge  received  a  good  common-school  ed- 
ucation, but  his  parents,  who  could  obtain  a  livelihood 
only  by  rigid  economy  and  industry,  could  not  send 
him  away  to  college.  He  was  raised  upon  a  farm, 
and  was  in  liis  18th  year  when  the  family  removed 
to  De  Kalb  County,  this  State,  when  that  section  was 
very  sparsely  settled.  Chicago  had  less  than  7,000 
inhabitants.  In  this  wild  West  he  continued  as  a 
firm  laliorer,  teaching  school  during  the  winter 
months  to  supply  the  means  of  an  education.  In  the 
fill  iif  1842  he  attended  one  term  at  the  academy  at 
Cranville,  Putnam  Co.,  111., and  subsequently  severd 
terms  at  the  Rock  River  Seminary  at  Mount  IVIorris, 
Ogle  Co.,  111.,  completing  the  academic  course.  At 
this  time,  the  fall  of  1845,  his  parents  and  brothers 
were  anxious  to  have  him  go  to  college,  even  though 
he  had  not  money  sufficient;  but,  njt  willing  to  bur- 
den the  family,  he  packed  his  trunk  and  witli  only 
<j4o    in   money    started    South    to   seek    his  fortune 
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Poor,  alone,  -witluuit  friends  and  influence,  he  thus 
entered  upon  the  battle  of  life. 

First,  he  taught  school  in  Wilson,  Overton  and 
Jackson  Cos.,  Tenn.,  in  which  e.xperience  he  under- 
went considerable  mental  drill,  both  in  book  studies 
and  in  tlie  ways  of  the  world.  He  read  law  and  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar,  in  the  South,  but  did  not  learn 
to  love  the  institution  of  slavery,  although  he  ad- 
mired many  features  of  Southern  character.  In  De- 
cember, 1847,  he  returned  North,  and  Jan.  20,  1S48, 
he  married  Miss  Helen  M.  Judson,  in  the  old  Clark- 
Street  M.  E.  church  in  Chicago,  her  father  at  that 
time  being  Pastor  of  the  society  there.  In  the  spring 
of  1S48  he  returned  with  his  wife  to  Tennessee, 
wlierc  his  two  children,  Alia  May  and  Philo  Tudson, 
were  born. 

In  the  fall  of  1S49,  through  the  mismanagement 
of  an  associate,  he  lost  what  little  he  had  accumu- 
lated and  was  left  in  deljt.  He  soon  managed  to 
earn  means  to  pay  his  debts,  returned  to  De  Kalb 
Co.,  111.,  and  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession at  Sycamore,  the  county  seat.  On  arrival 
from  the  South  he  had  but  one-quarter  of  a  dollar  in 
money,  and  scanty  clothing  and  bedding  for  himself 
and  family.  He  borrowed  a  little  money,  practiced 
law,  worked  in  public  offices,  kept  books  for  some  of 
the  business  men  of  the  town,  and  some  railroad  en- 
gineering, till  the  spring  of  1854,  when  he  removed 
to  Evanston,  12  miles  north  of  Chicago,  a  place  then 
but  recently  laid  out,  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Northwestern  University,  a  Methodist  institution. 
Of  the  latter  his  father-in-law  was  then  financi;d 
agent  and  business  manager.  Here  Mr.  Beveridge 
prospered,  and  the  next  year  (1855)  opened  a  law 
office  in  Chicago,  where  he  found  the  battle  some- 
what hard;  but  he  persevered  with  encouragement 
and  increasing  success. 

Aug.  12,  1 86 1,  his  law  partner,  Gen.  John  F. 
Farnsworth,  secured  authority  to  raise  a  regiment  of 
cavalry,  and  authorized  Mr.  Beveridge  to  raise  a 
company  forit.  He  succeeded  in  a  few  days  in  rais- 
ing the  company,  of  course  enlisting  himself  along 
with  it.  The  regiment  rendezvoused  at  St.  Charles, 
111.,  was  mustered  '.n  Se[)t.  18,  and  on  its  organiza- 
tion Mr.  P>.  was  elected  Second  Mnjor.  It  was  at- 
tached, Oct.  ir,  to  the  Eighth  (".IV. dry  and  to  the 
Army  of  the  PotOMi.n  .  He  served  wit'.;  the  rL-ginient 
until  November,  iS6_?,  participating  in  some  40  bat- 


tles and  skirmishes  :  was  at  Fair  Oaks,  the  seven  days' 
fight  around  Richmond,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellors- 
ville  and  Gettysburg.  He  commanded  the  regiment 
the  greater  part  of  the  summer  of  1863,  and  it  was  while 
lying  in  camp  this  year  that  he  originated  the  policy 
of  encouraging  recruits  as  well  as  the  fighting  capac- 
ity of  the  soldiery,  by  the  wholesale  furlough  system. 
It  worked  so  well  that  many  other  officers  adopted 
it.  In  the  fall  of  this  year  he  recruited  another  com- 
pany, against  heavy  odds,  in  January,  1864,  was 
commissioned  Colonel  of  the  17th  111.  Cav.,  and 
skirmished  around  in  Missouri,  concluding  with  the 
reception  of  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Kirby  Smith's 
army  in  Arkansas.  In  1865  he  commanded  various 
sub-districts  in  the  Southwest.  He  was  mustered 
out  Feb.  6,  1866,  safe  from  the  casualties  of  war  and 
a  stouter  man  than  when  he  first  enlisted.  His  men 
idolized  him. 

He  then  returned  to  Chicago,  to  practice  law,  with 
no  library  and  no  clientage,  and  no  political  experi- 
ence except  to  help  others  into  office.  In  the  fall  of 
1 806  he  was  elected  Sheriff  of  Cook  County,  serving 
one  term;  next,  until  November,  1870,  he  practiced 
Liw  and  closed  up  the  unfinished  business  of  his 
office.  He  was  then  elected  State  Senator;  in  No- 
vember, 1 87 1,  he  was  elected  Congressman  at  large; 
in  November,  1872,  he  was  elected  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor on  the  ticket  with  Gov.  Oglesby;  the  latter  be- 
i-ig  elected  to  the  U.  S.  Senate,  Mr.  Beveridge  became 
Governor,  Jan.  21,  1S73,  Thus,  inside  of  a  few 
weeks,  he  was  Congressman  at  large.  Lieutenant 
Governor  and  Governor.  The  principal  events  oc- 
curring during  Gov.  Beveridge's  administration  were: 
The  completion  of  the  revision  of  the  statutes,  begun 
in  1S69;  the  partial  success  of  the  "farmers'  move- 
ment;" "  Haines'  Legislature  "  and  Illinois'  exhibit  at 
the  Centennial. 

Since  the  close  of  his  gubernatorial  term  ex-Gov. 
Beveridge  has  been  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Bever- 
idge iS:  Dewey,  bankers  and  dealers  in  commercial 
paper  at  7 1  Dearborn  Street  (McCormick  Block), 
Chicago,  and  since  November,  18S1,  he  has  also  been 
Assistant  United  States  Treasurer:  ofiice  in  the 
Government  Building.  His  residence  is  still  at  Ev- 
anston. 

He  has  a  brother  and  two  sisters  yet  residing  in 
De  Kalb  County — James  H.  Beveridge,  Mrs.  J(.'nn.?t 
Henry  and  Mrs.  Isabel  French. 
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HbLllV  ?/I.  CULLOM,  Govci- 
noi  1877-83,15  the  sixth  child 
ot  the  Liie  Richard  N.  Cullom, 
iiid  was  born  Nov.  22,  1829,111 
\V  lyiic  Co.,  Ky.,  where  his  fa- 
ther then  resided,  and  whence 
both  the  lUinois  and  Tennessee 
branches  of  the  family  originated.  In 
the  following  year  the  family  emi- 
grated to  the  vicinity  of  Washington, 
Tazewell  Co.,  JU.,  when  that  section 
was  very  sparsely  settled.  They  lo- 
cated on  Deer  Creek,  in  a  grove  at 
the  time  occupied  by  a  party  of  In- 
dians, attracted  there  by  the  su[)erior 
hunting  and  fishing  afforded  in  that 
vicinity.  The  following  winter  was 
known  as  the  "  hard  winter,"  the  snow  being  very 
deep  and  lasting  and  the  weather  severely  cold;  and 
tlie  family  had  to  subsist  mainly  on  boiled  corn  or 
hominy,  and  some  wild  game,  for  several  weeks.  In 
the  course  of  time  Mr.  R.  N.  Cullom  became  a  prom- 
inent citizen  and  was  several  times  elected  to  the 
Legislature,  both  before  and  after  the  removal  of  the 
cayiital  from  Vandalia  to  Springfi>^ld.  He  died  about 
,'873- 

Until  about  ig  years  of  age  young  Cullom  grew  up 
to  agricultural  pursuits,  attendi-.>g  school  as  he  had 
opportunity  during  the  winter.  Within  this  time, 
nowever,  he  spent  several  months  teaching-  «c.hool. 


and  in  the  following  summer  he  "broke  prairie  "with 
an  o.K  le.uii  for  the  neighbors.  With  the  money  ob- 
tained by  these  various  ventures,  he  undertook  a 
course  of  study  at  the  Rock  River  Seminary,  a 
.Methodist  institution  at  Mt.  Morris,  Ogle  County; 
but  the  sudden  change  to  the  in-door  life  of  a  stu- 
dent told  severely  upon  his  health,  and  he  was  taken 
home,  being  considered  in  a  hopeless  condition.  While 
at  Mt.  Morris  he  heard  Hon.  E.  B.  Washburne  make 
his  first  speech. 

On  recovering  health,  Mr.  Cullom  concluded  to 
study  law,  under  the  instruction  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
at  Springfield,  who  had  by  this  time  attained  some 
notoriety  as  an  able  lawyer;  but  the  latter,  being  ab- 
sent from  his  office  most  of  the  time,  advised  Mr. 
Cullom  to  enter  the  office  of  Stuart  &  Edwards. 
After  about  a  year  of  study  there,  however,  his  health 
failed  again,  and  he  was  obliged  to  return  once  more 
to  out-door  life.  Accordingly  he  bought  hogs  for 
packing,  for  A.  G.  Tyng,  in  I'eoria,  and  while  he  re- 
gained his  health  he  gained  in  purse,  netting  $400  in 
a  few  weeks.  Having  been  admitted  to  the  Bar,  he 
went  to  Springfield,  where  he  was  soon  elected  City 
Attorney,  on  the  Anti-Nebraska  ticket. 

In  1856  he  ran  on  tlie  Fillmore  ticket  as  a  Presi- 
dential Elector,  and,  althougli  failing  to  be  elected  as 
such,  he  was  at  the  same  time  elected  a  Representa- 
tive in  the  Legislature  from  Sangamon  County,  by  a 
local  coalition  of  the  American  and  Republican  jwr- 
ties.  On  tlie  organizatio  1  of  tlie  Ho  ise,  he  received 
the  vote  of  the  Fillmore  men  fcr  Speaker.    Practicing 
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law  until  1S60,  he  was  again  elected  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, as  a  Republican,  whi-le  the  county  went  Demo- 
cratic on  the  Presidential  ticket.  In  January  follow- 
ing he  was  elected  Speaker,  probably  the  youngest 
man  who  had  ever  prjsided  over  an  Illinois  Legis- 
lature. After  the  session  of  1861,  he  was  a  candidate 
for  the  State  Cjnstitational  Convention  called  for 
that  year,  but  was  defeated,  and  thus  escaped  the 
disgrace  of  being  connected  with  that  abortive  j)ariy 
scheme  t.j  revolutionize  the  State  Government.  In 
1862  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  State  Senate,  but 
was  defea'eJ.  The  same  year,  however,  he  was  a|)- 
pointed  by  President  Lincoln  on  a  Government 
Commission,  in  company  with  Gov.  Boutwell  of 
Massachusetts  and  Cnarles  A.  Dana,  since  of  the 
New  York  Sun,  to  investigate  the  affairs  of  the 
Quartermaster's  and  Commissary  Departments  at 
Cairo.     He  devoted  several  months  to  this  duty. 

In  1864  he  entesed  upon  a  larger  political  field, 
lieing  nominated  as  the  Republican  candidate  for 
Congress  from  llie  Eighth  (Springfield)  District,  in 
o[)position  to  the  incumbent,  John  T.  Stuart,  who  had 
been  elected  in  1862  by  about  1,500  majority  over 
Leonard  Swett,  then  of  Bloomington,  now  of  Chicago. 
The  result  was  the  election  of  Mr.  Cullom  in  Novem- 
ber following  by  a  majority  of  1,785.  In  1866  he 
was  re-elected  to  Congress,  over  Dr.  E.  S.  Fowler,  by 
tl>e  magnificent  majority  of  4,103  !  In  1868  he  was 
again  a  candidate,  defeating  the  Hon.  B.  S.  Edward-, 
another  of  his  old  preceptors,  by  2,884  votes. 

Daring  his  first  term  in  Congress  he  served  on  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  and  E.xpenditures  in 
the  Treasury  Department;  in  his  second  term,  on 
the  Committees  on  Foreign  Affairs  and  on  Terntories  ; 
and  in  his  third  term  he  succeeded  Mr.  Ashley,  of 
O.iio,  to  the  Chairmanship  of  the  latter.  He  intro- 
duced a  bill  in  the  House,  to  aid  in  the  e,\ecution  of 
law  in  Utah,  which  caused  more  consternation  among 
tlie  Mormons  than  any  measure  had  previously,  but 
which,  though  it  passed  the  House,  failed  to  pass  the 
Senate. 

The  Republican  Convention  which  met  May  25, 
i8;6,  nominated  Mr.  Cullom  for  Governor,  while  the 
other  contestant  was  Gov.  Beveridge.  For  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor they  nominated  .-Vndrew  Shuman, editor 
of  the  Chicago  Journal.  For  the  same  offices  the 
Democrats,  combining  with  tlie  Anti-Monopolists, 
placed     in     nomination    Lewis    Steward,    a   wealthy 


farmer  and  manufacturer,  and  A.  A.  Glenn.  The 
result  of  the  election  was  rather  close,  Mr.  Cullom 
obtaining  only  6,800  majority.  He  was  inaugurated 
Jan.  8,  1877. 

Great  depression  prevailed  in  financial  circles  at 
this  time,  as  a  consequence  of  the  heavy  failures  of 
1873  and  afterward,  the  effect  of  which  had  seemed 
to  gather  force  from  that  time  to  the  end  of  Gov. 
CuUom's  first  administration.  This  unspeculative 
period  was  not  calculated  to  call  forth  any  new 
issues,  but  the  Governor's  energies  were  at  one  time 
put  to  task  to  quell  a  spirit  of  insubordination  that 
had  been  begun  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  among  the  laboring 
classes,  and  transferred  to  Illinois  at  Chicago,  East 
St.  Louis  and  Braidwood,  at  which  places  laboring 
men  for  a  short  tune  refused  to  work  or  allow  others 
to  work.  These  disturbances  were  soon  quelled  and 
the  wheels  of  industry  again  set  in  motion. 

In  May,  1880,  Gov.  Cullom  was  re-nominated  by 
the  Republicans,  against  Lyman  Trumbull,  by  the 
Democrats;  and  although  the  former  party  was^some- 
what  handicapped  in  the  campaign  by  a  zealous 
faction  opposed  to  Grant  for  President  and  to  Grant 
men  for  office  generally,  Mr.  Cullom  was  re-elected 
by  about  314,565,  to  277,532  for  the  Democratic  State 
ticket.  The  Greenback  vote  at  the  same  tune  was 
about  27,000.  Both  Houses  of  the  Legislature  again 
became  Republican,  and  no  representative  of  the 
Greenback  or  Socialist  parties  were  elected.  Gov. 
Cullom  was  inaugurated  Jan.  10,  iSSi.  In  his  mes- 
sage he  announced  that  the  last  dollar  of  the  State 
debt  had  been  provided  for. 

March  4,  1883,  the  term  of  David  Davis  as  United 
States  Senator  from  Illinois  expired,  and  Gov.  Cul- 
lom was  chosen  to  succeed  him.  This  promoted 
Lieutenant-Governor  John  M.  Hamilton  to  the  Gov- 
ernorship. Senator  Cullom's  term  in  the  United 
States  Senate  will  expire  March  4,  1889. 

As  a  i)ractitioner  oflaw  Mr.  C.  has  been  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Cullom,  Scholes  lS;  Mather,  at  Spring- 
lield ;  and  he  has  also  been  President  of  the  State 
National  Bank. 

He  has  been  married  twice, — the  first  time  Dec. 
12,  1S55,  to  Miss  Hannah  Fisher,  by  whom  he  had 
two  daughters;  and  tlie  second  time  May  5,  1863, 
to  Julia  Fisher.  Mrs.  C  is  a  member  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  with  which  religious  body  Mr, 
C.  is  also  in  sympathy. 
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OUN  MARSHALL  HAMIL- 
TON, Governor  1883-5,  was 
born  May  28,  1847,  in  a  log 
house  upon  a  farm  about  two 
miles  from  Richvvood,  Union 
County,  Ohio.  His  father  was 
Samuel  Hamilton,  the  eldest  son 
of  Rev.  VVm.  Hamilton,  who,  to- 
gether with  his  brother,  the  Rev. 
Samuel  Hamilton,  was  among  the 
early  pioneer  Methodist  preachers  in 
Ohio.  The  mother  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was,  before  her  marriage, 
Mrs.  Nancy  McMorris,  who  was 
born  and  raised  in  Fauquier  or  Lou- 
doun County,  Va.,  and  related  to  the 
two  large  families  of  Youngs  and  Marshalls,  well 
known  in  that  commonwealth;  and  from  the  latter 
family  name  was  derived  the  middle  name  of  Gov. 
Hamilton. 

In  March,  1854,  Mr.  Hamilton's  tather  sold  out 
his  little  pioneer  forest  home  in  L^nion  County,  O., 
and,  loading  his  few  household  effects  and  family 
(of  six  children)  into  two  emigrant  covered  wagons, 
moved  to  Roberts  Township,  Marshall  Co.,  Ill,  being 
21  days  on  the  route.  Swamps,  unbridged  streams 
and  innumerable  hardships  and  privations  met  them 
on  their  way.  Their  new  liome  had  been  previously 
selected  by  the  father.  Here,  after  many  long  years 
of  toil,  they  succeeded  in  payii.g  for  the  land  and 
making  a  comforti'^i'^  home.     John  was,  of  course, 


biuught  up  to  iiaid  manual  labnr,  wilii  no  schooling 
except  three  or  four  ntonths  in  the  year  at  a  connnon 
country  school.  However,  he  evinced  a  capacity 
and  taste  for  a  high  order  of  self-education,  by 
studying  or  reading  what  books  lie  could  borrow,  as 
the  family  had  but  veiy  few  in  ihe  house.  Much  of 
his  study  he  prosecuted  by  the  light  of  a  log  fire  in 
the  old-fashioned  chimney  place.  The  financial 
panic  of  1857  caused  the  family  to  come  near  losing 
their  home,  to  pay  debts;  but  the  father  and  two 
sons,  William  and  John,  "buckled  to''  and  perse 
vered  in  hard  labor  and  economy  until  they  redeemed 
tlieir  place  from  the  mortgage 

When  the  tremendous  excitement  of  tlie  iiuliliLal 
campaign  of  i860  rea,ched  the  neigliborhood  of  Rob- 
erts Township,  young  Hamilton,  who  Iiad  been 
brought  up  in  the  doctrine  of  anti-slavery,  took  a  zeal- 
ous part  in  favor  of  Lincoln's  election.  Making  speci.il 
efforts  to  procure  a  little  money  to  buy  a  uniform,  he 
joined  a  company  of  Lincoln  Wide-Awakes  at  Mag 
nolia,  a  village  not  far  away.  Directly  after  the 
ensuing  election  it  became  evident  that  troulile 
would  ensue  with  the  South,  and  this  Wide-Awake 
company,  like  many  otiiers  throughout  the  countr\ , 
kept  up  its  organization  and  transformed  itself  into  a 
military  company.  During  the  ensuing  Lummerthev 
met  often  for  drill  and  became  proficient;  but  when 
they  offered  themselves  for  the  war,  young  Hamilton 
was  rejected  on  account  of  his  youth,  he  being  then 
but  14  years  of  age.  During  the  winter  of  1863-4  he 
attended  an  academy  at   Henry,   Marshall  County. 
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and  in  the  following  May  he  again  enlisted,  for  the 
fourth  time,  when  he  was  [ihiced  in  the  i4i!jt  111. 
Vol.  Inf.,  a  regiment  then  being  raised  at  Elgin,  III., 
for  the  loo-day  service  He  took  with  him  13  other 
lads  from  his  neighborhood,  for  enlistment  in  the 
service.  This  regiment  o|)erated  in  Son'.hwe-teni 
Kentucky,  for  about  five  months,  under  Gen.    Paine. 

The  following  winter,  1S64-5,  Mr.  Hamilton  taught 
school,  and  during  the  two  college  years  1S65-7,  he 
went  through  three  years  of  the  cutricuhim  of  the 
Ohio  VVesleyau  University  at  Delaware,  Ohio.  The 
third  year  he  graduated,  the  fourth  in  a  class  of  46, 
in  the  classical  department.  In  due  time  he  receiveil 
the  degree  of  M.  A.  For  a  few  months  he  was  the 
Principal  of  Marshall  "  College  "  at  Henry,  an  acad- 
emy under  the  auspices  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  By 
this  lime  he  had  commenced  the  study  of  law,  and 
after  earning  some  money  as  a  temporary  Professor 
of  Latin  at  the  Illinois  Wesleyan  University  at 
Bloomington,  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Weldon, 
Tipton  &  BjujaniMi,  of  thit  city.  Each  member  of 
this  firm  has  since  been  distinguished  as  a  Judge. 
Admitted  to  th.e  Bar  11  M  ly,  1870,  Mr.  Hamilton 
was  given  an  interest  i.i  ihe  same  firm,  Tipton  hav- 
ing been  elected  Judge.  In  October  following  he 
formed  a  partnershii)  wiih  J  H.  Rovvell,  at  that  time 
Prosecuting  Attorney.  Tlieir  business  was  then 
small,  but  they  increased  it  to  very  large  proportions, 
practicing  in  all  grades  of  courts,  including  even  the 
U.  S.  Supreme  Court,  and  this  partnership  continued 
unbroken  until  Feb.  6,  18S3,  when  Mr.  Hamilton 
was  sworn  in  as  E>;ecative  of  Illinois.  On  the  4th 
of  March  following  .\ir.  Rowell  took  his  seat  in  Con- 
gress. 

In  July,  187  I.  Mr.  Hamilton  married  Miss  Helen 
M.  Williams,  the  daughter  of  Prof.  \Vm.  G  Williams, 
Professor  of  Greek  in  the  Ohio  VVejle\a  1  University. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  h.ive  two  daughters  and  one  son. 

In  1876  Mr.  Hamilton  was  nominated  by  the  Re- 
publicans for  the  State  Sen.ite,  over  01  her  and  older 
com[)etitors.  He  took  an  active  pait^ui  the  stumj)  " 
in  the  campaign,  for  the  success  of  his  [larty,  and  was 
elected  by  a  majority  of  1,640  over  his  Democratic- 
Greenback  opponent.  In  the  Senate  he  served  on 
the  Committees  on  Judiciary,  Revenue,  State  Insti- 
tutions, Appropriations,  Education,  and  on  Miscel- 
lany ;  and  during  the  contest  for  the  election  of  a 
U.  S.  Senator,  the  Republicans  endeavoring  to  re- 


elect lohn  A.  Logan,  he  voted  for  the  war  chief  on 
every  ballot,  even  alone  when  all  the  other  Republi- 
cans had  gone  over  to  the  Hon.  E.  B.  Lawrence  and 
the  Democrats  and  Independents  elected  Judge 
1^  ivid  Davis.  .\t  this  session,  also,  was  passed  the 
first  Board  of  Health  and  Medital  Practice  act,  of- 
which  Mt.  Hamilton  was  a  champion,  a[^a'''  '  .  . 
much  opposition  that  the  bill  was  several  times 
"laid  on  the  table."  Also,  this  session  authorized 
the  location  and  establishment  of  a  southern  )je'-'- 
(entiary,  which  was  fixed  at  Chester.  In  the  sessio'^ 
(jf  1879  Mr.  Hamilton  was  elected  Presid^'nt/z-f /£'//<. 
of  the  Senate,  and  was  a  zealous  supporter  of  John 
A.  Logan  for  the  U.  S.  Senate,  who  wa-,  this  time 
elected  without  any  trouble. 

In  May,  iSSa,  Mr.  Hamilton  was  nominated  on 
the  Reiiublican  ticket  for  Lieutenant  Governor,  his 
principal  <ompetitors  before  the  Convention  being 
Hon.  Wm.  A.  James,  ex-Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  Judge  Robert  Bell,  of  Wabash 
County,  Hon.  T.  T.  Fountain,  of  Perry  County,  and 
Hon.  M.  M.  Saddler,  of  Marion  County.  He  engaged 
actively  in  the  campaign,  and  his  ticket  was  elected 
by  .1  majority  of  41,200.  As  Lieutenant  Governor, 
he  presided  almost  continuously  over  the  Senate  in 
tlie  32d  General  Assembly  and  during  the  early  days 
of  the  33d,  until  he  succeeded  to  the  Governorsliip 
^Vhen  the  Legislature  of  18S3  elected  Gov.  Cullom 
to  the  United  States  Senate,  Lieut.  Gov.  Hamilton 
succeeded  him,  under  the  Constitution,  taking  the 
oath  of  office  Feb.  6,  1S83.  He  bravely  met  all  the 
annoyances  and  embarrassments  incidental  upon 
taking  up  another's  administration.  The  principal 
events  with  which  Gov.  Hamilton  was  connected  as 
the  Chief  Executive  of  the  State  were,  the  mine  dis- 
aster at  Braidwood,  the  riots  in  St.  Clair  and  Madison 
Counties  in  May,  1883,  the  appropriations  fur  the 
Stale  militia,  the  adoption  of  the  Harper  high-license 
liquor  law,  the  veto  of  a  dangerous  railroad  bill,  etc. 

The  Governor  was  a  Delegate  at  large  to  the 
National  Republican  Convention  at  Chicago  in  June, 

1884,  wliere  his  first  choice  for  President  was  John 
A.  Logan,  and  second  choice  Chester  A.  Arthur;  but 
he  afterward  zealously  worked  for  the  election  of  Mr. 
Blaine,  true  to  his  party. 

Mr.  Hamilton's  term  as  Governor  expired  Jan.  30, 

1885,  when  the  great  favorite  "Dick"  Oglesby  was 
inaugurated. 


^^ 


-a^^. 


5^^ 


JOSEPH  W.  FIFER. 


1S3 


.^aASxtt 


.  -  -  +  f-x^'i  V  J  ^  - 


§0  mi^^^o 


=5»-       •■^VJOtl^g 


-?m 


> •O*O-(C?l,N<^^;-0*0- 


.fii"!^^^  ."SKl'II  WILSON  FIFKR.  This 
■■.-;    ^,^A£  flistinoiiished     gentleman     was 

'■■'      '^'^ li^  '  ''■•*''  ^'^'-'''^f'     Governor    of     Illinois 
'5     Wf<fc    ,  ■        November   6,    1M8S.       lie    was 
.     popularly    known     durinir     Uie 
■'     campaign  as '-Private  Joe."     Ho 
hail  served  with  g-reat  devotion 
to   ids    conntrj-   durin<>-  the  Re- 
bellion,    ill      the     Tliirty-liurd 
Illinois    Infantr3'.       A  native  of 
\'ii-i;iiiia,   he  was  born  in    1«|0. 
Ilis  parents,    John    and     Mary 
(Daniels)  Fifer,  were  American 
liorn.    though    of  German    de- 
^^§!^  scenl.     Ilis  father  was    a   brick 

^  and   stone   mason,     and    an    old 

Henry  (lay  \\'hig  in  politics.  John  and  .Mnr\- 
Fifer  had  inne  children,  of  whom  Joseph  was  llic 
si.^i:th,  and  naturally  with  so  large  a  family  it  was 
all  the  father  could  do  to  keep  the  wolf  from  the 
door;  to  say  nothing  of  giving  his  chililrcn  any- 
thing like  good  educational  advantages. 

Young  Joseph  attended  school  some  in  A'ir- 
ginia,  but  it  was  not  a  good  school,  and  when 
his  father  removed  to  the  AVest.  in  1K57.  .loscph  had 
not  advanced  much  further  than  the  "First  Rcadci'.'" 


Our  subject  was  sixteen  then  .and  suffered  a  great 
misfortune  in  the'  loss  of  his  nuitliei-.  After  1  he  dc^at  li 
of  Airs.  Fil'(a-.  which  occurred  in  .Missouri.  t'ic> 
family  returm^d  to  \'ii-gi]iia,  but  remaiued  oid\-  :i 
shcirt  time,  .as  duriug  tlu'  sanu'  y-i-M  Mi-.  Fifci- 
came  to  Illinois.  He  settled  iu  .Mid.ean  (duntv  .and 
started  a  brickyard,  lleiv  J,.s,.ph  and  bis  broth- 
ers were  put  to  woik.  'i'lic  elder  Fifer  soon 
bduglit  a  farm  near  I'iIcm  luiington  ami  began  life  as 
an  agriculturalist.  Here  Joe  wmkecl  .and  att(aideil 
the  neighboring  school.  He  alternated  farm-work, 
biiek-laying,  and  going  to  the  district  sclioul  bu- 
the  suceeeding  few  j'ears.  It  was  all  work  and  no 
pla\-  bir  Joe.  yet  it  li\-  iiu  means  made  a  <lull  boj- 
i>f  him.  All  the  time  he  was  thinking  of  the  great 
woi-ld  outside,  of  which  lie  had  caught  ,a  glimpse 
when  coming  fr<im  \'irgiuia.  yet  he  did  not  know 
just  how  he  was  going  to  get  out  into  it.  He 
could  not  feel  that  the  woi.ids  arouml  the  new 
f.arm  and  the  log  cabin,  in  which  the  f.amily  li\ed. 
w(>re  to  hold  him. 

The  oi)i)ortunit}'  to  get  out  into  the  worhl  was 
soon  offered  to  young  Joe.  He  traveled  a  dozen 
miles  barefoot,  in  company  with  his  brf)tlier  ( icorge. 
and  eidisted  in  Company  C,  33d  Illinois  Inf.antry; 
he  being  then    twent}-   years   old.      In    a    few    d;i\- 
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the  regiment  was  sent  to  Camp  Butler,  and  then 
over  into  Missouri,  and  saw  some  vigorous  service 
there.  After  a  second  time  helping  to  chase  Price 
out  of  Missouri,  the  33d  Regiment  went  down 
to  Milliken's  Bend,  and  for  several  weeks  '-Private 
-Joe  "  worked  on  Grant's  famous  ditch.  The  regi- 
ment then  joined  the  forces  operating  against  Port 
Gibson  and  Vicksburg.  Joe  was  on  guard  duty  in 
the  front  ditches  when  the  Hag  of  surrender  was 
run  up  on  the  4th  of  July,  and  stuck  the  bayonet 
of  his  gun  into  the  embankment  and  went  into  the 
city  with  the  vanguard  of  Union  soldiers. 

The  next  day,  JUI3'  5,  the  38d  joined  the  force 
after  Johnston,  who  had  been  threatening  Grant's 
rear;  .ind  finally  an  assault  was  made  on  him  at 
Jackson,  Miss.  In  this  charge  "Private  Joe"  fell,  ter- 
ribly wounded.  He  was  loading  his  gun  when  a 
minie-ball  struck  him  and  passed  entirely  through 
his  body.  He  was  regarded  as  mortally  wounded. 
His  brother,  George,  who  had  been  made  a  Lieu- 
tenant, proved  to  be  the  means  of  saving  his  life. 
Tlie  Surgeon  told  him  unless  he  had  ice  his  brother 
Joe  could  not  live.  It  was  fifty  miles  to  the  nearest 
point  where  ice  could  be  obtained,  and  the  roads 
were  rough.  A  comrade,  a  McLean  countj'  man,  who 
had  been  wounded,  offered  to  make  the  trip.  An 
ambulance  was  secured  and  the  brother  soldier 
started  on  the  journey.  He  returned  with  the  ice, 
but  the  trip,  owing  to  the  roughness  of  tlie  roads, 
was  ver}'  hard  on  him.  After  a  few  montiis'  care- 
ful nursing  Mr.  Fifer  was  able  to  come  home.  'l"he 
33d  came  home  on  a  furlough,  and  when  the 
bo3'S  were  ready  to  return  to  the  tented  field, 
young  Fifer  was  ready  to  go  with  them;  for  he  was 
determined  to  finish  his  term  of  three  years.  He 
was  mustered  out  in  October,  1804,  having  been 
in    the  service   three  years  and  two  months. 

"Private  Joe"  came  out  of  the  army  a  tall, 
tanned,  and  awkward  young  man  of  twenty-four. 
About  all  he  possessed  was  ambition  to  be  some- 
body— and  pluck.  Though  at  an  age  when  most 
men  have  finished  their  college  course,  the  young 
soldier  saw  that  if  he  was  to  be  anybody  he  must 
have  an  education.  Yet  he  had  no  means  to  ena- 
ble him  to  enter  school  as  most  young  men  do. 
He  Wiis  determined  to  have  an  education,  however, 
and  that  to  him  meant  success.     For  the  following 


four  years  he  struggled  with  his  books.  He  entered 
AVesleyan  University  Jan.  1.  1865.  He  was  not  a 
brilliant  student,  being  neither  at  the  head  nor  the 
foot  of  his  class.  He  was  in  great  earnest,  how- 
ever, studied  hard  and  came  forth  with  a  well- 
stored  and  disciplined  mind. 

Imniediatel}'  after  being  gradu.ated  he  entered 
an  office  at  Bloomington  as  a  law  student.  He  had 
already  read  law  some,  and  as  he  continued  to  work 
hard,  with  the  spur  of  poverty  and  promptings  of 
ambition  ever  with  him,  he  was  read}-  to  hang  out 
his  professional  shingle  in  18G9.  Being  trust- 
worthy he  soon  gathered  about  him  some  influen- 
tial friends.  In  1871  he  was  elected  Corporation 
Counsel  of  Bloomington.  In  1872  he  was  elected 
State's  Attorney  of  McLean  Countj'.  This  office 
he  held  for  eight  years,  when  he  took  his  seat  in 
the  State  Senate.  Here  he  served  for  four  j-ears. 
His  abilitj'  to  perform  abundance  of  hard  work 
made  him  a  most  valued  member  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. 

Mr.  Fifer  was  married  in  1870  to  Gertie,  daugh- 
ter of  William  J.  Lewis,  of  Bloomington.  Mr. 
Fifer  is  six  feet  in  height  and  is  spare,  weighing 
onl}'  150  pounds.  He  has  a  swarthy  complexion, 
keen  black  eyes,  quick  movement,  and  possesses  a 
f  raid\  and  sympathetic  nature,  and  naturally  makes 
friends  wherever  he  goes.  During  the  late  Guber- 
natorial campaign  his  visits  throughout  the  State 
[iruved  a  great  power  in  his  behalf.  His  happj' 
faculty  of  winning  the  confidence  and  good  wishes 
of  those  with  whom  he  comes  in  personal  contact  is  a 
source  of  great  popularity,  especiallj'  during  a  polit- 
ical battle.  As  a  speaker  he  is  fluent,  Iiis  language 
is  good,  voice  clear  and  agreeable,  and  manner 
forcible.  His  manifest  earnestness  in  what  he  says 
as  well  as  his  tact  as  a  public  speaker,  and  his  elo- 
quent and  forceful  language,  makes  him  a  most 
valuable  campaign  orator  and  a  powerful  pleader 
.at  the  bar.  At  tiie  Republican  State  Convention, 
held  in  May,  1888,  Jlr.  Fifer  was  chosen  as  its  candi- 
d.ate  for  Governor.  He  proved  a  popular  nominee, 
and  the  n.ame  of  "Private  Joe"  became  familiar 
to  everj'one  throughout  the  State.  He  waged  a 
vigorous  campaign,  was  elected  l\v  a  good  majority, 
and  in  due  time  .assumed  the  duties  of  the  Chief 
Executive  of  Illinois. 
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:;^HE  time  lias  arrived  wlicn  it 
becomes  the  duty  of  tlie 
people  of  this  county  to  per- 
petuate the  names  of  their 
pioneers,  to  furnish  a  record 
of  their  early  settlement, 
and  relate  the  story  of  their 
progress.  The  civilization  of  our 
day,  the  enlightenment  of  the  age 
and  the  duty  that  men  of  the  pres- 
ent time  owe  to  their  ancestors,  to 
themselves  and  to  their  posterity, 
demand  that  a  record  of  their  lives 
and  deeds  should  be  made.  In  bio- 
graphical history  is  found  a  power 
-^I'^VaV'  to  instruct  man  by  precedent,  to 
ij'^'W-^  enliven  the  mental  faculties,  and 
to  waft  down  the  river  of  time  a 
safe  vessel  in  which  the  names  and  actions  of  the 
people  who  contributed  to  raise  this  country  from  its 
primitive  state  may  be  preserved.  .Surely  and  rajiidly 
the  great  and  aged  men,  who  in  their  i)rime  entered 
the  wilderness  and  claimed  the  virgin  soil  as  their 
heritage,  arc  passing  to  their  graves.  The  number  re- 
maining wlio  can  relate  the  incidents  of  tlie  first  days 
Df  settlement  is  becoming  small  indeed,  so  that  an 
actual  necessity  e.xists  for  the  collection  and  preser- 
vation of  events  without  delay,  before  all  the  early 
settlers  are  cut  down  by  the  scythe  of  Time. 

To  be  forgotten  has  been  the  great  dread  of  mankind 
from  remotest  ages.  All  will  be  forgotten  soon  enough, 
in  spite  of  their  best  works  and  the  most  earnest 
efforts  of  their  friends  to  perserve  the  memory  of 
their  lives.  The  means  employed  to  prevent  oblivion 
and  to  perpetuate  their  memory  has  been  in  propor- 
tion to  the  amount  of  intelligence  they  possessed. 
Th-;  pyramids  of  Egypt  were  built  to  perpetuate  the 
names  and  deeds  of  tlieir  great  rulers.  The  exhu- 
mations made  by  the  archeologists  u(  Egypt  from 
buried  Memphis  indicate  a  desire  of  those  people 


to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  their  achievements. 
The  erection  of  the  great  obelisks  were  for  th.e  same 
purpose.  Coming  down  to  a  later  period,  we  find  the 
Cireeks  and  Romans  erecting  mausoleums  and  monu- 
ments, and  carving  out  statues  to  chronicle  their 
great  achievements  and  carry  them  down  the  ages. 
It  is  also  evident  that  the  Mound-builders,  in  piling 
np  their  great  mounds  of  earth,  had  but  this  idea — 
to  leave  something  to  show  that  they  had  lived.  All 
tliese  works,  though  many  of  them  costly  in  the  e.x- 
treme,  give  but  a  faint  idea  of  the  lives  and  charac- 
ters of  those  whose  memory  they  were  intended  to 
perpetuate,  and  scarcely  anything  of  the  masses  of 
the  people  that  then  lived.  The  great  pyramids  and 
some  of  the  obelisks  remain  objects  only  of  curiosity ; 
the  mausoleums,  monuments  and  statues  are  crum- 
bling into  dust. 

It  was  left  to  modern  ages  to  establish  an  intelli- 
gent, undecaying,  immutable  method  of  perpetuating 
a  full  history — immutable  in  that  it  is  almost  un- 
limited in  extent  and  perpetual  in  its  action;  and 
this  is  through  the  art  of  printing. 

To  the  present  generation,  however,  we  are  in- 
debted for  the  introduction  of  the  admirable  system 
of  local  biography.  l!y  tiiis  system  every  man,  though 
he  has  not  achieved  what  the  world  calls  greatness, 
has  the  means  to  perpetuate  his  life,  his  history, 
through  the  coming  ages. 

The  scythe  of  Time  cuts  down  all ;  nothing  of  the 
physical  man  is  left.  The  monument  which  his  chil- 
dren or  friends  may  erect  to  his  memory  in  the  ceme- 
tery will  cnmible  into  dust  and  pass  away;  but  his 
life,  his  achievements,  the  work  he  has  accomplished, 
which  otherwise  would  be  forgotten,  is  perpetuated 
by  a  record  of  this  kind. 

To  preserve  the  lineaments  of  our  companions  we 
engrave  their  portraits,  for  the  same  reason  we  col- 
lect the  attainable  facts  of  their  history.  Nor  do  we 
think  it  necessary,  as  we  speak  only  truth  of  tliem,  to 
wait  until  they  are  dead,  or  until  those  who  know 
them  are  gone:  to  do  this  we  are  ashamed  only  to 
publish  to  the  world  the  history  of  those  whose  lives 
are  unworthy  of  public  record. 
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rlix;!-:  FRANCIS  GOODSl'EKJ). 
The  uariif  of  .Iii'lge  (ioodspecd 
['^m  was  for  aian^'  years  a  faiuiliar 
:;•■  one  to  the  people  of  Will 
County,  among  whom  he  cn- 
Icrecl  upon  and  finished  a  most 
wortliy  career.  He  was  Ijorn  in 
Tioga  County,  Pa.,  .January 
25,  1821,  and  departed  this  life 
at  his  home  in  .Joliet,  April  10, 
I88',l.  In  1847,  he  became  a 
resident  of  tliis  city  wliich 
tliere.-ifter  remained  his  Immc 
and  with  whose  grovvth  and 
Itrosperity  he  was  intimately 
identified.  The  subject  of  this 
notice  received  the  ordinary  common-school  edu- 
cation in  his  youth,  l)ul  he  aspired  to  something 
better  and  before  reaching  his  majority  left  home 
and  entered  the  famous  Genesee  Seminary  at  Lima, 
N.  v.,  where  he  spent  two  years.  Then  coining 
to  the  West  he  entered  the  otlice  of  tlie  Hon. 
Hugh  Henderson,  a  former  Circuit  .fudge,  wiiere 
he  devoted  his  attention  to  the  study  of  kuv  and 
in  1848,  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  Shortly  after- 
ward he  associated  iiimself  with  O.  H.  Haven,  in  a 
partne'-ship  whicii  continucil  until  the  latter's 
death.     .Subsequently   he    was  in  (lartnersliip   with 


the  Hon.  .losiah  JMcRobcrls,  and  later  with  tlie 
Hon.  Henry  Sua[)[)  and  Augustus  F.  Knox,  liis 
partm;rship  witli  tiio  two  latter  gentlemen  con- 
tinuing until  1H7G.  The  following  year  upon  the 
formation  of  the  present  judicial  circuit  lie  was 
first  elected  to  fill  the  additional  seat  on  the  bench 
created  by  this  act.  and  in  1878  was  re-elected 
for  the  full  term  of  six  years.  In  June,  1884,  on 
account  of  failing  health  he  resigned  his  oflice  and 
thereafter  battled  with  the  insidious  disease  which 
Anally  caused  his  death. 

Aside  from  his  regular  practice  Judge  Ciood- 
speed  was  prominent  in  local  affairs,  serving  as 
M.ayor  of  Joliet  and  occupying  other  positions  of 
trust  and  responsibility.  In  18G1,  he  was  selected  as 
delegate  to  the  Constitutional  Convention  wliicli 
met  in  the  city  of  Springfield  and  was  an  active 
participant  in  the  deliberations  of  that  body.  He 
w;is  possessed  of  strong  intellectual  pow'ers  and  was 
entirely  devoted  to  his  profession,  in  wliich  lie  la- 
bored to  excel.  As  a  lawyer  and  juilge  ftu'  nearly 
forty  years  he  made  an  enviable  record.  No  m;in 
stood  higher  in  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his 
fellow-citizens.  He  was  a  man  of  strong  convic- 
tions and  sympathetic  nature,  conscientious  and 
truthfid;and  while  he  exacted  much  perhaps  from 
his  f'i'llow-mcn,  he  required  from  them  no  more 
than    he    was   desirous   of   bestowing    in   trust  and 
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integrity.  Apart  from  tlie  literature  of  the  law  he 
was  a  great  student  of  books  geneiall}',  was  a  clear 
and  lucid  writer  and  used  his  pen  in  connection 
witli  his  sword  as  long  as  his  failing  health  would 
permit.  Politically,  lie  was  in  heart}'  syuipathy 
vfith  the  Democratic  party  until  1800.  when  he  be- 
came a  Republican  and  ever  afterward  voted  and 
used  his  influence  iu  behalf  of  its  principles.  In  all 
political  organizations  he  was  prominent  and  his  ac- 
tive influence  was  never  withheld  iu  behalf  of  tiiose 
objects  or  persons  he  fii'nily  believed  to  be  worth}', 
lie  left  behind  him  when  he  died  a  character  for 
honor,  patriotism,  generosity  and  courage  vvhicji  is 
not  tiie  le.ast  prized   inheritance  of  his  descendants. 

Judge  Goodspecd  was  flrst  married  iu  1849,  to 
Miss  Esther  Weatiierbee,  who  only  survived  her 
wedding  one  montli.  His  second  wife  was  Lucre- 
tia  Kiiux,  to  whom  he  was  wedded  iu  18.Vt,  and 
wJKi  died  in  18G4.  In  18G7,  he  contracted  a  tliird 
niariiage  with  [Miss  Frances  Henderson,  who  is  still 
living.  Mrs.  Frances  'Henderson)  Goodspeed, 
was  born  iu  Steuben  County,  X.  Y.,  November  30, 
1830,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Dryden  and  Maria 
(Coe)  Henderson,  wlio  were  natives  of  Herkimer 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  wluj  spent  their  last  years  in 
Steuben  County,  the  same  State.  Their  family 
consisted  of  three  children.  ^liss  Frances  <eceived 
a  good  education  and  i-emained  a  member  of  the 
parental  household  iiiilil  hrr  marriage. 

Charles  F.  and  Frederick,  sons  of  .Judge  (iood- 
speed,  are  now  living  in  Jolict.  His  eldest  son, 
John  C,  a  young  man  of  much  promise,  fitted  him- 
self for  the  medical  profession  but  died  in  October, 
1883.  During  tlie  many  years  in  wliich  .ludge 
Goodspeed  remained  a  resident  of  Will  Count},  he 
not  only  witnessed  its  progress  from  a  compara- 
tively unim[)oi-tant  portion  of  the  State  to  its  proud 
position  as  one  of  tlie  foremost  counties  of  Illinois, 
but  he  aided  in  its  develoi)meut  anil  his  history  is 
closely  interwoven  with  that  of  tlie  count}'.  His 
portrait,  which  is  presented  in  connection  with  this 
biographical  sketch,  represents  a  man  widely  known 
and  honored  wherever  known.  His  life  was  a  busy 
one;  realizing  that,  as  has  been  said.  --We  have  a 
whole  eternity  to  rest  in"'  and  that  the  aim  of  life 
is  not  to  merely  "kill  time'"  he  rightly  valued  every 
moment   given  him,    and  thus  gained  a  reputation 


for  promptness  in  originating  [dsins  and  dispatch  in 
executing  them.  Of  this  it  might  well  be  said  that 
he  was  one  of  those 

"Who  comprehend  their  trust  and  to  the  same 

Keep  faithful  with  a  singleness  of  aim; 

And  therefore  do  not  stoop  nor  lie  in  wait 

For  wealth  or  honor  or  for  worldly  state; 

Whom  they  must  follow,    on  whose  head  must  fall, 

Like  showers  of  manna,  if  they  come  at  all." 

HRISTOPH  SCHOENSTKDT,  who  is  one  of 
tlie  foremost  business  men  of  Monee,  has 
lieen  a  conspicuous  figure  in  its  upbuilding 
and  is  prominent  in  the  aianageinent  of  its  |niblie 
affairs.  Our  subject  is  of  German  origin,  born 
January  30.  1837,  iu  the  village  of  Urbacli  Thuer- 
ingen,  near  Erfurt,  (ieimany.  His  parents,  Fred 
and  Fredericke  (Wilke)  .Schoenstedt,  were  natives 
of  the  same  village  as  himself.  They  had  five 
children,  namely:  Charles  or  Karl,  Henry,  Chris- 
topli.  Frederick  and  Dorothea.  Frederick  came  to 
the  United  States  about  18G2  or  18fi3,  remained 
with  our  subject  two  years,  and  is  now  a  resident 
of  Livermore,  Cal.;  the  rest  of  the  family  are  still 
I'ving  in  Germany. 

The  subject  of  tliis  sketch  came  to  this  countr}- 
in  18j1,  landing  in  New  York  June  28,  and  the 
following  August  found  hini  in  Chicago.  The 
cholera  was  then  [irevalcnt  here,  and  fearing  an 
attack  of  th.at  dreaded  illness,  he  took  himself  to 
New  Bremen.  He  had  no  capital  with  which  to 
start  in  business,  having,  in  fact,  left  New  York  ^13 
in  debt,  having  borrowed  that  sum  of  some  one  to 
pay  his  ))assage.  He.  therefore,  sought  any  em- 
ployment by  which  he  could  make  an  honest  living, 
and  for  two  months  he  was  engaged  in  mowing,  at 
^10  a  montli.  After  the  haying  season  was  over 
he  worked  six  months  for  >?o  a  month.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  that  time  he  went  to  Blue  Island  to 
learn  the  trade  t)f  a  wagon-maker,  receiving  for 
p.ayment  ^j()  the  flrst  year,  §7o  the  second  year, 
and  8110  the  third  year.  He  had  considerable  tal- 
ent for  music  which  had  been  carefully  cultivated 
in  Germany,  and  here  he  was  enabled  to  earn  quite 
a  sum  of  money  playing  on  a  clarionet.     After  he 
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had  acquired  a  thorough  knowledge  of  his  trade  he 
went  to  work  on  his  own  account,  coming  to  Mo- 
nee  in  March,  1859.  and  opening  a  shop  liere,  on- 
gaged  in  the  manufacture  of  wagons  the  ensuing 
fifteen  years.  He  then  established  himself,  in 
April,  in  the  implement  business,  wliich  he  carried 
on  until  Febru.iry  1,  1890,  meeting  witii  more  than 
ordinarj'  success,  and  deriving  a  handsome  income 
from  the  profits.  Coming  to  this  countr\-  witlioul 
means,  his  stalwart,  vigorous  manhood,  clear  liraiii 
and  skillful  hand  being  his  onl\'  capital,  he  luis  se- 
cured wealth,  and  is  one  of  the  riciiest  men  iu  this 
part  of  the  county.  He  is  the  owner  of  four  hun- 
dred and  sixty-eight  acres  of  land,  three  liusiness 
buildings  and  good  residence  property  in  this  cit}', 
besides  owning  valuable  realty  in  Chicago.  To  the 
lady  who  presides  over  his  attractive  home  he  was 
united  iu  marriage  March  y,  18.'j9.  Her  maiden 
name  was  Louise  (iantz,  and  she  was  born  in  ihr 
Province  of  Saxony,  German3-,  May  17,  1S.)9.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  Lawrence  and  Sophie  Gantz.  In 
1853  they  came  to  the  United  States  aud  first  set- 
tled at  New  Bremen,  near  Chicago,  where  he 
bought  a  farm,  on  which  the}'  resided  the  rest  of 
their  d.ays,  his  death  occurring  iu  1880,  and  his 
wife's  in  1882.  Thej-  had  four  daughters — Marv, 
Louise,  Caroline  and  Rafine,  all  of  whom  are  mar- 
ried and  have  families.  Our  subject  and  his  wife 
have  seven  children,  namely:  Fred;  Anna,  wife  of 
Louis  Bischmaun;  Rudolph,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  six  months;  Leo[)old  ;  August;  Louise,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  twelve  years;  and  OttO. 

Although  not  one  of  the  earliest  settlers,  Mr. 
Schoenstedt  may  justly  be  regarded  as  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  this  county,  which  owes  much  to  his 
untiring  labor.  His  name  will  always  be  indisso- 
lubly  linked  with  that  of  Monee,  as  partly  by  his 
influence  it  has  attained  its  present  position  as  one 
of  the  leading  towns  in  this  section  of  the  State; 
he  has  over  been  active  in  extending  its  com- 
mercial and  business  interests,  has  coutrilnited 
generously  to  all  schemes  that  would  enhance  its 
material  prosperitj',  and  he  has  its  educational,  re- 
ligious and  social  interests  at  heart.  A  man  of 
such  vigorous  mind,  such  unerring  sagacitj'  and 
keen  vision  cannot  well  avoid  accepting  public 
office  at  the  call  of  his  fellow-men.  when  it  seems 


his  imperative  duty  as  a  loyal  citizen  to  do  so,  and 
hence,  while  having  the  care  of  an  extensive  busi- 
ness and  a  large  property,  Mr.  Schoenstedt  has 
found  time  to  take  a  part  iu  the  administration  of 
(if  local  aflairs.  and  has  served  as  Village  Trustee 
eight  years.  In  politics  his  views  coincide  with  the 
principles  promulgated  by  the  Republican  p.arty. 
l{eligiousl3%  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  are 
members  iu  high  standing  of  the  United  Presbyte- 
rian Church,  actively  assisting  in  the  good  work 
carried  on  by  their  pastor  and  fellow-members. 


\T'OSEPII  E.  GOUGAU.  This  is  one  of  the 
most  worth}'  representatives  of  the  well- 
known  (ioiigar  family,  who  have  since  the 
pioneer  days  been  closely  identified  with 
the  inleres's  of  New  Lenox  Township.  The  father 
of  him  (if  whom  we  write  was  the  late  William 
tiougar,  who  with  others  of  the  family  is  written 
of  on  other  pages  of  this  volume.  They  have 
uniformly  followed  agricultural  pursuits,  and  have 
obtained  the  reputation  of  being  the  most  thor- 
ough and  skillful  agriculturists,  as  well  as  being 
numbered  among  tlie  leading  business  men  of 
Will  County. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  the  youngest  child 
of  his  parents,  and  was  born  at  the  old  homestead 
iu  New  Lenox  Township,  March  21,  1831.  lie 
spent  his  boyhood  and  y(_iulli  at  the  farm,  becom- 
ing familiar  with  the  various  employments  of 
rural  life,  and  pursuing  his  earl}'  studies  in  the 
district  school.  Later  he  was  a  student  one  year 
at  Beloit  (Wis.)  College,  aud  also  i)ursue(l  his 
studies  for  the  same  length  of  time  iu  the  State 
University  at  Madison.  His  education  was  com- 
pleted in  T.  J.  Sloan's  Commercial  College  at  Chi- 
cago, from  which  he  was  dulj'  graduated.  This 
last-named  institution  was  instituted  and  conducted 
by  Col.  T.  .1.  Sloan,  who  during  the  Civil  'War 
eoniniumled  the  (Jne  Hundred  and  T\venl_y-foiiilli 
Illinois  Infantry. 

For  eight  months  after  leaving  college  Jlr.  Cou- 
gar was  employed  as  book-keeper  for  the  firm  of 
Reynolds  &  Willis  in  Chicago.     With  that  exce|)- 
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lion  he  lias  spent  the  most  of  his  life  in  his  native 
township.  Diirini,'  the  Civil  W.ir  he  was  an  active 
Union  man,  and  raised  two  comp.anies  of  troops, 
tliese  being  assigned  to  the  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty-fourth  Hlinois  Infantry.  He  also  visited 
the  South,  and  relieved  the  wants  of  many  of  liis 
old  friends  whom  he  found  in  need. 

For  three  years  Mr.  Gougar  bought  grain  at  the 
village  of  New  Lenox,  and  operated  the  wareliouse 
at  that  point.  For  nearly  one  year  he  taught 
school  m  the  township.  Afterward  he  turned  his 
attention  to  farming,  in  wiiich  lie  has  since  been 
engaged.  He  is  ihc  owner  of  one  luindrcd  and 
sist}'  acres  of  choice  L<iud,  upon  wiiicli  he  has 
made  good  improvements,  including  a  line  set  of 
buildings,  besides  planting  fruit  and  shade  trees, 
building  substantial  fences  and  gathering  together 
all  the  necessary  machinery  for  the  succcssl'iil  [nv- 
secution  of  agriculture.  Tliere  is  an  air  of  thrift 
and  prosperity  about  the  place,  which  invariably 
attracts  the  eye  of  the  passing  traveler,  and  is  in- 
dicative of  the  [irogressive  siiirit  and  industry  of 
the  proprietor. 

Mr.  (iougar  remained  a  bachelor  until  thirty 
years  of  age,  and  on  tlie  24th  of  November,  IMJI, 
was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  llattie  Perkins, 
the  cerernoii3'  taking  place  at  the  bride's  home  in 
Minooka,  Grund}'  County,  this  State.  Mrs.  (Cou- 
gar is  the  only  daughter  of  lier  parents,  William 
and  Elizabeth  (VanDalson)  Perkins,  and  was  born 
in  (irundy  County.  Decemjier  28,  is  11.  She  was 
carefully  trained  and  educated,  and  for  some  time 
prior  to  lier  niurri.-ige  followed  the  profession  of  a 
teacher.  Her  father,  the  late  William  Perkins, 
was  one  of  the  [lioneer  settlers  of  Grundy  County, 
and  dep.arted  this  life  at  his  lioine  .luiu'  17,  1H87. 
He  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence, 
liberal  and  [iidgressive  in  his  ideas,  and  when  his 
children  were  (jf  suitable  3'ears  removed  from  his 
farm  to  .loliet  for  llie  purpose  o(  giving  them  the 
ediicatiun  he  desired  them  to  have.  This  acconi- 
plislied,  he  returned  to  the  old  homestead. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perlcins  was  born  a  famil\  of 
three  children,  two  sons  and  one  daughter.  'I'lie 
eldest  sou,  ^'an  Dalson  Perkins,  was  a  non  com- 
missioned ollii-er,  serving  in  the  late  Civil  War, 
and    met    his  death    on    the  battlefield   of    Cliicka- 


mauga.  The  other  son,  Charles  E.,  is  farming  in 
Kendall  Count3%  this  State.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gou- 
gar arc  the  parents  of  six  children,  two  of  whom — 
Ella  and  Florence — died  at  the  ages  respectively 
of  three  years  and  sixteen  months.  The  survivors 
are:  Charles^P.,  llattie  I\I.,  Harlow  W.  and  Eva  A. 
Mr.  Gougar  since  early  manhood  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  local  politics,  and  is  a  stanch  sup- 
porter of  the  Democratic  party.  For  the  past 
eighteen  years  he  has  been  connected  vvith  the 
School  Board  of  his  district,  has  held  the  office  of 
Township  Assessor  four  3'ears,  and  Collector  one 
year.  Both  he  and  his  estimable  wife  are  promi- 
nently connected  with  the  P^piscopal  Church,  at- 
tending services  at  New  Lenox.  They  have  one 
of  the  most  pleasant  homes  in  the  county,  and 
occupy  a  high  position  in  the  social  circles  of 
their  community. 

>KI  KMAN  A.  MASON.  No  visitor  to  Joliet 
would  long  be  in  ignorance  of  the  name 
'''■'  and  estate  of  the  gentleman  above  named, 
as  his  home  is  that  of  an  ideal  farmer.  The  splen- 
did place  is  situated  on  the  lionlevard  and  is  suii- 
plied  with  all  the  modern  conveniences  in  the  resi- 
dence and  outer  jiremises.  .Mr.  Mason  spends  his 
time  in  looking  after  his  tlocks  and  herds,  taking 
great  delight  in  the  fine  sheep  and  cattle  that  graze 
upon  his  fertile  fields.  After  an  active  business 
career  of  years  during  which  he  gained  a  fine  rep- 
utation for  honorable  dealing,  enterprise  and  zeal, 
he  has  become  the  possessor  of  means  which  enable 
liim  to  indulge  his  tastes  and  take  the  ease  he 
desires. 

A  iiistoiy  of  the  lives  of  Daniel  and  Hannah 
M.ason,  parents  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  in- 
corporated in  this  volume.  The  son  was  born  in 
New  Hartford,  N.  v.,  March  11,  ISIG,  and  at- 
tended the  schools  in  Utica,  completing  his  educa- 
tion begun  in  the  i)ublic  schools  by  studying  at 
Whitestown  Seminary  in  the  same  city.  His  years 
until  18CC,  were  spent  in  the  East,  and  leaving 
his  native  place  at  that  date,  he  came  to  Chicago, 
111.     Entering  the  employ  of  the  Chicago  ife  Alton 
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railroad,  he  worker!  for  that  road  a  few  months 
returning:  to  the  Kmiiire  Slate  in  the  fall  of  18()7, 
and  engaged  in  the  wholesale  paper  and  stationery 
Inisincss. 

In  1S69,  Mr.  Mason  disi)osed  of  the  Imsinessand 
began  dealing  in  lumber,  sash,  doors  and  blinds, 
doing  both  a  wholesale  and  retail  trade  in  com- 
pany with  F.  W.  Plant  nnder  the  stylo  and  title 
of  Mason  A-  Phint.  In  IH.si,  Mr.  Mason  dis- 
posed of  ids  interest  and  again  coming  west  cm- 
bariied  in  the  same  business  at  tlie  Micliigan  Cen- 
tral cut-off  in  .Toliet.  continuing  in  the  tr.ade  until 
May,  1889,  when  he  sold  out  lo  Wilcox  Brothers. 
Mr.  Mason  also  owns  a  lumber  business  in  Plam- 
tield  of  which  Albert  R.  Caton    is    manager. 

In  1872  tlie  rites  of  wedlock  were  celebrated 
between  Mr.  Mason  and  Miss  Hannah  E.  Caton 
whose  family  is  represented  elsewhere  in  this  vol- 
ume. Under  the  efficient  care  of  Mrs.  Mason,  tlie 
dwelling  to  which  friends  are  so  cordially  wel- 
comed presents  the  appearance  of  order  and  retine- 
tnent  so  attractive  to  family-  and  guests,  and  all 
wiio  enter  are  charmed  by  the  gracious  manners  of 
the  hostess.  The  union  of  *Mr.  and  Mrs.  JNIason 
lias  been  blessed  by  tlie  birth  of  the  following 
named  children:  Cornelia,  who  was  born  in  j87:!; 
William  Caton,  in  1875;  Marie,  in  1878,  and  who 
died  in  1880;  Bessie,  born  iu  '.880,  died  in  1881; 
TrueCaton.born  in  I  887,  died  March  26,  1888.  Mr. 
Mason's  family  belongs  to  the  Presbyterian  Cliureli 
at  Joliet. 


!»:,  DWY  C.  OGDEN,  M.  i).  The  medical  [uo- 
fession  of  this  county  includes  the  names 
of  nianj-  skillful  and  successful  [jractioners 
among  whom  may  be  properly  mentioned  he  with 
whose  name  we  introduce  this  biograijhical  record. 
He  located  in  Joliet  in  1879,  and  in  a  short  time 
fully  established  himself  in  the  confidence  and  es- 
teem of  the  people,  both  as  a  physician  and  sui-- 
geon  and  as  a  member  of  the  community.  He  is 
essentiall}^  a  AVestern  man  with  western  interests, 
his  native  place  being  Fond  du  L;u-.  Wis.  and  the 
dale  of  his  birth  May  2u,  1859. 


The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  tiie  son  of  Dr.  M. 
B.  Ogden,  an  eminent  [ihysician  and  a  native  of 
Cooksville,  Province  of  Ontario.  Canada, who  there 
grew  to  man's  estate  and  with  his  brother.  Dr. 
Edwy  J.  Ogden,  read  medicine  and  took  his  first 
course  of  lectures  at  ^'ictoria  College,  Toronto.  For 
some  years  he  followed  the  methods  of  the  regular 
school  and  then  removing  to  Fond  du  L.ac,  Wis., 
adoi)ted  the  Homeopathic  system  to  which  he  ad- 
hered subsequently.  In  l«(il-C5,  he  attended  lec- 
tures at  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  Chicago, 
then  in  August, l8tJ6,  removed  to  Joliet,  where  he 
resumed  his  practice  which  he  continued  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death.  This  event  occuried  September 
I!,  1881.  He  was  cut  down  iu  the  prime  of  life 
having  been  born  in  1838.  He  was  one  of  the  ear- 
liest ■IIomeoi)aths  iu  this  section  of  the  country 
and  enjoyed  a  large  and  lucrative  [iractice.  Dr. 
Ogden  has  two  uncles  in  Chicago  and  a  large  num- 
ber of  cousins,  mi'udiers  of  the  medical  profession. 
As  he  remarks,  this  seems  to  lie  -'a  family  failing." 
'I'lie  father  w,as  a  member  in  good  standing  of 
the  Fpisco[)al  Clmrcli,  and  in  polities,  voted  the 
Republican  ticket.  His  wife  had  preceded  him  to 
the  silent  land,  her  death  taking  place  March  8, 
I.s7'.i. 

Dr.  F.  ('.  (_)gden  was  the  only  child  of  his  par- 
ents and  siicnt  his  boyhood  and  ^-outh  in  Jol- 
iet whia-e  he  pursued  his  lirst  studies  in  the 
city  schools.  He  liiushed  his  literal'}'  education 
;it  the  Chictigo  I'niversity  and  began  the  reading 
of  medicine  with  his  father,  who  [iroved  a  most 
thorough  and  safe  instructor.  He  first  attended 
lectures  during  the  winter  of  1877-78  in  Hahne- 
mann IMedical  College  and  February  27,  1879,  he 
graduated  and  practiced  with  his  father  until  the 
hitter's  death.  lie  then  continued  the  practice 
and  has  thus  formed  an  extended  accpiaintance 
throughout  the  count}',  receiving  the  patronage  of 
its  best  i)eoi)le.  He  has  been  a  close  student  and 
an  extensive  reader  and  keeps  himself  ihorougldy 
posted  upon  modern  methods  of  treatment.  He 
iiclongs  to  the  State  Medical  Association  and  is 
President  of  the  Patriotic  Order  Sons  of  America. 
The  marriage  of  Dr.  Ogden  and  Miss  Iletlie  A. 
White  of  Joliet  was  celebrated  at  the  bride's  home 
September  28,    1882.     Mrs.    Ogden    was    born    in 
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Spartansburg.  Pa.  and  is  the  daugbter  of  Edward 
D.  and  Margart't  E.  White  who  camf'  tu  tliis 
county  in  1«7.'^.  Ik'i-  father  is  now  living  in 
Joliet,  her  motlicr  is  deceased.  Of  tliis  union  there 
lias  been  born  one  child,  a  son  Arthur  W.,  Decem- 
ber 13,  1884.  The  Doctor  and  his  estimable  ladj' 
stand  high  in  social  ciicles  and  their  pleasant  home 
is  the  frequent  resort  of  the  cultured  people  of  this 
city.     Politically,  the  Doctor  is  a  Republican. 


;  LONZ()  15.  BROOKS.  This  veteran  of 
-,— ■:  eighty-one  years  and  his  estimable  partner 
jjjii)  are  familiarly  known  to  a  large  portion  of 
the  residents  of  Homer  Township,  where 
they  have  sojourned  many  years,  and  by  their 
sterling  worth  have  drawn  around  them  many 
friends.  They  are  passing  their  declining  days 
(juietly  and  comfortably  at  their  snug  homestead 
on  section  10,  with  the  satisfaction  of  having  per- 
formed life's  duties  well  as  far  as  in  them  lay, 
making  for  themselves  a  good  record  and  one  of 
which  their  children  will  never  be  ashamed.  Mr. 
Brooks  has  for  some  time  been  alHicted  with  failing 
eyesight,  but  bears  the  dispensation  of  Providence 
in  a  philosophical  manner,  and  still  is  enabled  to 
find  much  that  is  good  in  life. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  February  14, 
180y,  in  Otego  Township,  Otsego  County,  N.  Y., 
and  went  with  his  parents  to  Delaware  County. 
that  Stale,  when  a  lad  of  about  six  years.  He 
lived  there  with  his  parents  until  1826,  and  then 
the  family  removed  to  Hamburg,  Erie  County, 
where  the  |>areiils  lived  until  18oG,  when  they 
came  to  Illinois. 

In  due  lime  Mr.  Brooks  returned  to  Delaware 
County,  and  was  married  to  Miss  Alice,  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Sarah  luhnonds.  They  settled 
in  Hamburg.  Erie  County,  where  the_v  resided 
iinlil  the  following  spring,  tlu^n  Mr.  Brooks  return- 
ing to  (Jtsego  County,  oecii(ued  himself  as  a  mill- 
wright. Afterward  he  removed  to  Erie  County, 
of  which  he  was  a  resident  until  1837.  In  June  of 
that  year  he  came  to  this  State.  He  was  then  joined 
iiy    his    wife,    who   was  only   permitted  to  remain 


with  him  a  short  time  thereafter,  her  death  taking 
[Aace  October  14,  1837,  in  Loekport  Township. 
Of  this  union  there  was  born  one  child,  a  son, 
Josepli  E.,  who  is  now  a  resident  of  Loekport. 

Mr.  Brooks  contracted  a  second  marriage  in 
August,  1838,  in  Homer  Township,  to  Miss  Jane 
AVeaver.  This  lady  was  born  in  Washington 
Count3%  N.  Y.,  January  21,  1807.  After  marriage 
Mr.  Brooks  remained  in  Loekport  for  a  short  time, 
then  in  the  spring  of  1839  settled  on  his  present 
farm.  This  comprises  eighty  acres  of  good  land, 
which  under  his  careful  management  is  in  a  highly 
productive  condition,  and  is  the  source  of  a  com- 
fortable income.  Of  this  marriage  of  our  subject 
there  have  been  born  five  children,  only  one  of 
whom  is  living,  a  son.  Sterling  A.  The  latter  was 
married  in  Northport,  Mich.,  to  Miss  Emily  Cor- 
nell, and  is  living  with  our  subject. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Benjamin  Brooks, 
who  died  about  1865,  at  the  home  of  his  son, 
Alonzo  B.,  with  whom  he  had  lived  for  eleven 
years.  The  mother,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Anna  Warner,  died  in  Crete  Township  about  1838. 
Our  subject  has  held  the  office  of  Assessor  and 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  man}'  3'ears.  He  officiated 
as  Highway  Commissioner  several  terms,  and  in 
politics  is  a  firm  supporter  of  Republican  princi- 
ples. He  and  his  estimable  wife  are  consistent 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  as 
was  also  the  first  Mrs.  P>rooks. 


yS;\  HARLES  HKRTZOG.  Tiie  life  of  this 
[I  gentleman    jiresents    a    record   of    arduous 

^ig/'  labor  which  is  perhaps  not  exceeded  iii  that 
of  any  other  resident  of  the  county.  He  has  now 
retired  from  active  work,  feeling  the  weight  of 
seventy-live  years  and  the  toil  which  he  endured. 
A  twenty -acre  tract  of  land  with  a  pretty  cottage 
upon  it  is  the  home  of  himself  and  wife,  and  his 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  17, 
Kankakee  County,  is  rented  to  his  son.  He  also 
owns  forty  acres  of  land  on  section  22,  in  this 
township,  B  part  of  whicii  he  uses  for  pasture,  the 
rest  being  rented  out. 
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Grandfather  Ilertzog  came  from  Alsace  to 
America  many  years  ago,  being  sold  for  his  pas- 
sage, lie  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  wlierc  liis  son, 
George,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  lioin.  The 
latter  married  Catherine  loh,  a  native  of  the  same 
State,  whose  father  had  served  during  the  entire 
Revolutionary  struggle,  spent  the  memuralile  win- 
ter with  Washington  at  Valley  Forge,  and  wallved 
barefooted  on  the  snow  and  ice,  leaving  tracks  of 
blood  to  marii  his  way.  He  iiated  a  Hessian  sol- 
dier with  all  the  strength  of  his  being. 

Charles  Hertzog,  of  tin's  notice,  was  Itorn  in  tiie 
Keystone  State  September  5,  1815,  .and  had  such 
limited  educational  privileges  that  his  scliooling 
was  not  more  that  a  jear  all  told.  When  sixteen 
j-ears  old  he  was  bound  out  to  learn  the  shoemaker's 
trade,  at  which  he  serred  four  years  and  eiglit 
months,  receiving  only  his  board  and  clothes, 
altlnugli  during  haj-ing  and  harvesting  he  worked 
for  farmers  and  his  master  took  the  pay.  The 
vouth  had  very  hard  treatment  during  the  years  of 
liis  apprenticeshii). 

After  learning  his  trade  yoinig  Hertzog  went  to 
Pottsville,  wliere  for  a  short  time  he  was  cng.iged 
in  journey  work,  after  whicii  he  became  a  laborer 
in  the  coal  mines  for  several  years.  In  the  inter- 
vals of  mining  lie  workeil  at  other  occupations, 
some  of  his  labor  in  Pennsylvania  bringing  him 
tlie  wages  of  fifty  cents  per  day,  from  which  la- 
was  obliged  to  board  himself.  He  labored  in  saw- 
mills and  also  followed  the  river  a  while. 

On  September  II,  183C,  Mr.  Hertzog  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Abigail  Fiddler,  a  native  of 
the  Keystone  State,  in  which  they  continued  to 
reside  until  1850.  They  then  came  to  Illinois, 
making  their  home  m  Napierville,  a  few  months 
after  which  they  removed  to  Kankakee  County, 
then  a  part  of  Will  County.  Mr.  Hertzog  bought 
one  hundred  acres  of  praiiie  land,  twenty  acres  of 
which  had  been  broken,  and  opened  up  a  good 
farm.  He  was  almost  empty-handed  when  lie  lo- 
lucated  upon  the  place  and  he  had  a  hard  time  to 
get  along,  but  stubborn  jierseveranee  finally  con- 
quered. He  remained  upon  the  farm  until  his 
home  w.as  burned  out,  when  he  spent  a  short  time 
in  Kankakee,  returning  to  his  farm,  from  whicli 
he  removed  to  Will  County  several  years  since. 


The  first  vote  of  Mr.  Hertzog  w.as  cast  for  Mar- 
tin \'anBuren.  Since  then  he  has  been  a  Whig 
and  a  Republican  of  conserv.ative  views.  While  in 
Kankakee  Township  he  served  as  Director  of  the 
Sciujol  Board  and  as  Overseer  of  Highways.  Dur- 
ing his  residence  in  Pennsylvania  he  w.as  a  nieinber 
of  the  Sons  of  Temperance.  He  is  the  father  of 
eleven  children,  of  whom  the  following  survive: 
Ch.arles  AVesley,  Mrs.  Henrietta  Nicolai,  Mrs.  Ellen 
Fisher,  Henry  IL.  J.ames  N.,  and  Mrs.  Martiia 
Fleming.  He  lost  one  son  during  the  Civil  War, 
at  which  time  Charles  Wesley  and  William  F.  be- 
longed to  the  Thirty-ninth  Illinois,  Yates  Phalanx. 
The  first-mentioned  returned  to  his  home  .at  the 
close  of  the  war,  but  William  was  killed  June  18, 
18(54. 


ellARLKS  W.  SOLLITT. 
,  stead,     now    occupied     b 
^_^     com|)rises  one   hundred 


The  Sollitt  home- 
ly this  gentleman, 
[[irises  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on 
section  30,  Washington  Township,  which  is  well 
adapted  for  general  farming  and  the  feeding  of 
stock.  For  the  past  nine  years  Mr.  Sollitt  has 
lieeii  mucli  interested  in  the  Hereford  breed  of 
cattle  and  has  made  a  specialty  of  r.aising  them. 
At  |)resent  he  has  a  herd  of  thirty,  at  the  head  of 
wliicii  is  the  nolile  animal,  .lustice;  whose  registered 
numljcr  is  1G240. 

For  some  thirteen  years  Mr.  Sollitt  has  h.ad  the 
personal  control  of  the  homestearl,  on  which  he  has 
lived  since  1861.  at  which  time  the  parents  came 
here  on  .account  of  the  failing  health  of  the  wife 
and  mother.  He  was  born  in  Chicago,  July  18, 
1854,  but  grew  to  manhood  in  the  township  he 
now  calls  home.  His  education  was  finished  .at  the 
Fniversity  of  Xotre  Dame  in  .South  Bend,  Ind., 
and  he  chose  as  his  vocaticm  in  life  tlic  peaceful 
pursuit  of  a  farmer.  In  this  work  lie  has  been 
fairly  successful,  and  by  hartl  work  and  earnest 
zeal  for  his  pursuit  h.as  attained  a  good  rank 
among  the  agriculturists  of  the  vicinit3^ 

The  father  of  our  subject  is  an  old  resident  of 
Chicago,  where  he  has  many  friends,  and  is  held 
in  excellent  repute  as  a  former  builder,  of  integrity 
and  reliability.      He  has  become  well-to-do,  owniu"- 
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much  real  estate  in  the  city,  and  now  lives  a  re- 
tired life  at  No.  519,  Jackson  Boulevard.  He  was 
born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  and  is  the  son  of  a 
mechanic,  who  died  there  in  the  prime  of  life. 
The  ancestors  for  several  generations  had  been 
born  in  the  mother  country,  but  tlie  I'eniote  pro- 
genitors were  natives  of  France,  whence  they 
went  to  England  during  the  Huguenot  troubles 
prior  to  the  date  of  the  American  Revolution. 

John  SoUitt  was  taught  the  trade  of  a  wheel- 
wright, and  followed  the  same  iu  the  laud  of  his 
birth  until  about  l.s:36.  He  had  married  Miss 
Mar}'  Truitt,  of  his  own  shire,  and  to  them  had 
been  born  two  children  [irior  to  their  removal  to 
i^merica.  They  settled  in  Kingston,  Canada, 
where  Mr.  SoUitt  engaged  as  a  builder,  leaving 
that  city  for  the  United  States  after  a  sojourn  of 
two  years.  He  located  in  what  was  then  a  small 
village,  but  has  now  grown  to  be  the  second  city 
in  the  I'niled  States  and  a  [jower  in  commercial 
circles. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  Mr.  Sollitt  was  a  poor 
man  with  a  wife  and  three  children  to  .support  and 
but  $5  he  could  call  his  own  when  he  reached  Chi- 
cauo.  The  lirst  work  he  obtained  was  the  con- 
struction of  a  stage  curtain  roller  ftir  the  first 
theatre  iiuilt  in  the  city,  and  this  job,  altliongh  a 
small  and  simple  one,  secured  him  further  work 
by  its  good  execution.  After  he  had  gotten  a 
start  as  a  builder,  Mr.  Sollitt  became  a  partner  of 
Peck  iV  I'pddve,  and  ere  long  was  prominently  re- 
cognized iu  his  business.  He  built  the  first  court- 
house in  Cook  Count}'. 

The  wife  of  Mr.  Sollitt  died  of  the  cholera,  July 
18,  1850,  in  the  prime  of  life,  leaving  a  family  of 
small  children  without  a  mother's  care.  The  hus- 
band contracted  a  second  matrimonial  alliance  in 
Racine,  Wis.,  choosing  Mrs.  Annie  Wilson,  m-c 
Rountree,  as  his  comjjanion.  This  lady  was  l)orn 
in  County  Durham,  England,  and  was  there  mar- 
ried to  Sanuiel  Wilson,  an  Englishman.  .  They 
cani.e  to  the  United  Stales,  locating  in  Buffalo, 
where  iSIr.  Wilson  died  of  the  cholera.  His  widow 
afterward  came  West  to  Wisconsin,  and  after  her 
marriage  to  Mr.  Sollitt  resided  in  Chicago  until 
her  health  failed  and  tliey  Imught  [iroperty  for  a 
ct)untry    home    in    Will  County.     This  farm,  now 


owned  and  operated  by  our  subject,  was  the  par- 
ental home  until  the  death  of  the  mother  in  1871, 
when  she  jWas  about  fifty  years  old.  She  had 
borne  her  last  husband  two  children — our  subject 
and  a  sister,  Blanche,  now  Mrs.  Board,  who  resides 
in  Oak  Park,  a  part  of  Chicago. 

John  Sollitt  was  again  married,  the  ceremonj' 
taking  place  in  Racine  County,  Wis.  The  bride 
was  Miss  Ann  Blackburn,  also  a  native  of  P2ugland. 
She  bad  come  to  this  country  when  a  young  lad}-, 
and  since  her  marriage,  with  the  exception  of  the 
first  two  years,  has  lived  in  Chicago.  Mr.  Sollitt 
is  a  member  of  the  Old  Settlers'  Society  of  that 
city. 

Charles  W.  SoUilt  won  as  his  companion  in  life 
Miss  Clara  INIarsh,  an  educated  and  refined  woman 
who  was  born  in  Crete,  January  13,  1858.  She 
was  reared  and  educated  in  this  and  Cook  Coun- 
ties, and  was  engaged  in  teaching  for  some  time 
prior  to  her  marriage.  The  wedding  rites  were 
celebrated  at  the  bride's  home  in  ^Nlatteson,  Cook 
County,  March  23,  1877.  Her  parents,  Eilwinand 
Mary  (Frank)  Jlarsb,  are  now  living  in  Chicago 
rather  retired,  although  they  still  own  an  interest 
in  a  ranch  in  Russell  County,  Kan. 

Jlr.  and  Mrs.  Sollitt,  of  this  notice,  have  had 
three  children — Anna  died  at  the  age  of  three 
years;  Leslie  and  John  still  live  to  gladden  their 
parents  hearts  by  their  intelligence  and  affection. 
Mr.  Sollitt  is  a  Ke()ublican,  and  stanch  in  the  faith. 
He  and  his  good  wife  attend  the  Congregational 
Church  at  Beeclier.  The}'  are  respected  and  es- 
teemed by  their  fellow-citizens  as  their  merits  de- 
mand. 


m 


;*  OlIN  BEDFORD,  deceased,  was  a  worthy 
member  of  the  farming  community  of 
Plainlield  'I'ownship,  and  during  his  busy 
career  he  was  active  in  tulvancing  its  ma- 
terial interests,  and  we  are  pleased  to  be  able  to 
place  this  brief  outline  of  his  life  on  the  pages  of 
this  volume.  A  native  of  Lincolnshire,  England, 
he  was  horn  September  28,  1828,  his  father,  bear- 
ing the  same  name,  also  being  a  native  of  England, 
and  was  there  bred   to  farming  pursuits  and  spent 
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bis  entire  life  on  iiis  native  soil.  Our  subject  was 
reared  to  an  agricultural  life,  and  resided  in  tiie 
land  of  Ills  birth  until  18.52.  Then  in  tlie  prime 
of  a  vigorous,  self-reliant  manhood,  he  set  out  for 
the  New  World,  trj'ing  to  see  what  life  held  for 
him  in  this  land  of  promise,  embarking  at  Liver- 
pool in  the  month  of  JIarch  on  the  sailing-vessel 
"Lad\-  Ashburton."  He  landed  in  New  York  and 
came  directly  to  Illinois,  where  he  thouglit  he 
would  be  most  likel}-  to  prosper  as  a  farmer.  lie 
found  emploj'ment  on  a  farm  in  AVill  Count}',  and 
was  engaged  there  for  some  time.  In  185.5  he  re- 
turned to  his  old  home,  and  in  the  same  j'oar  was 
married  to  Miss  Ann  Foulston,  a  native  of  Lin- 
colnshire, England.  Her  father,  John  Foulston, 
was  born  in  Nottinghamshire,  his  father,  of  the 
same  name,  being  a  native  of  the  same  shire,  where 
he  carried  on  farming  until  liis  death.  Mrs.  Bed- 
ford's father  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  followed 
agricultural  pursuits,  spending  iiis  entire  life  in 
the  land  of  his  birth.  The  maiden  name  of  his 
wife  was  Elizabeth  Nicholson.  They  were  the 
parents  of  eleven  children,  four  of  whom  came  lo 
America — George,  now  deceased,  resided  in  Illi- 
nois some  years;  James  lived  in  Canada  some 
years,  spending  the  latter  part  of  his  life  in  Mani- 
toba; Francis  came  to  Illinois  and  has  since  died; 
Charles  lives  in  this  county. 

In  March,  1856,  our  subject  again  set  sail  for 
America,  embarking  on  the  vessel  "Neptune," 
accompanied  bj'  his  young  bride,  whom  he  was 
bringing  with  him  to  assist  in  tlie  upbuilding  of  a 
home  in  his  adopted  country.  Six  weeks  later 
they  landed  in  New  York,  and  came  to  Illinois 
and  located  at  Lockport.  Our  subject  was  there 
engaged  as  an  engineer,  running  a  stationary  en- 
gine for  a  few  3ears.  He  then  resumed  the  occu- 
pation to  which  he  h.ad  been  bred.  In  1871!  he 
bought  the  farm  where  his  family  now  resides. 
This  contains  ninetj'-two  acres  of  finely-cultivated 
land,  provided  with  substantial  buildings  and 
every  necessary  improvement.  It  is  very  fertile, 
and  is  finely  located  four  miles  from  I'lainfield 
and  eight  miles  from  Joliet. 

Ere  he  had  attained  to  old  age.  and  while  it 
seemed  as  though  he  had  many  years  of  usefulness 
before  him,  his  honorable  career  was  cut  short  by 


his  untimely  deatli,  March  28,  1880.  A  man  of 
sterling  integrity,  whose  every  day  life  bore  testi- 
mony to  the  inherent  uprightness  of  his  character, 
by  his  demise  the  township  lost  one  of  its  most 
respected  and  trustworthy' citizens;  his  family  a 
good  husband  and  faithful  father,  who  was  always 
kind  and  considerate,  and  his  neighbors,  one  who 
was  always  helpful  in  his  relations  with  them. 
He  deserved  the  prosperity  that  followed  his  work, 
as  he  labored  conscientiously  and  perseveringlj', 
and  exercised  sound  judgment  and  due  discretion 
in  all  his  dealings.  In  his  wife,  wlui  survives  him, 
he  always  found  a  faithful  and  ready  assistant, 
one  to  whose  aid  he  was  greatlj'  indebted  for  the 
coziness  and  comfort  of  a  good  home.  To  them 
were  born  four  children — Albert  F..  who  lives 
with  Ills  mother;  Walter  S.,  who  resides  in  Joliet; 
Lizzie  J.,  who  is  in  St.  Louis;  and  Sarah  J.  at 
home.  The  family  occui)ies  a  good  social  position, 
and  all  are  attendants  at  tlie  Episcopal  Church. 


OSEPII  F.  LEISIN(J,  dealer  ingrain.  lum- 
ber and  live  stock,  established  himself  in 
business  at  Goodenow  in  1877,  and  has  con- 
(,(^/'  ducted  an  extensive  and  successful  business. 
He  was  formerly  a  book-keeper  with  the  Crete 
Manufacturing  Compan}',  and  possessing  business 
talents  of  a  high  o'-der,  has  naturally  made  steady 
progress  until  he  is  now  numbered  among  the  most 
reliable  men  of  his  town.  He  was  born  in  the 
Province  of  Westphalen,  Germany,  December  4, 
1845,  and  lived  there  until  a  young  man  of  twenty- 
four  years,  coming  in  1869  to  America.  During 
his  residence  of  twenty  years  in  his  adopted  coun- 
try, he  has  become  thoroughly  adapted  to  her  in- 
stitutions which  find  in  him  one  of  their  warmest 
defenders. 

The  father  of  nur  suliject  was  Henry  Leising, 
also  a  native  of  Westphalen,  who  spent  his  entire 
life  in  his  native  land,  engaged  in  farming  pursuits. 
He  had  served  his  country  as  a  soldier  ;uid  was  a 
reliable  and  substantial  citizen,  and  one  who  en- 
joyed in  a  marked  <legree  the  esteem  of  all  who 
knew    him.     He   w\as    fifty-six   years    uM  at    the 
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time  of  his  death;  he  was  married  in  early  man- 
hood to  a  maiden  of  his  own  province,  Miss 
Elizabetli  Senger,  who  survived  lier  husband  a 
number  of  years,  living  lo  be  quite  aged.  Both 
were  members  of  the  German  Calliolic  Cliurcli. 
There  had  been  born  to  them  two  sons  and  three 
daughters  of  whom  Joseph  F.  of  this  sketch  was 
tlie  eldest,  and  he  was  the  only  one  who  came  to 
the  United  States.  His  two  sisters  are  still  residents 
of  Westphalen   one  of  them  being  married. 

Mr.  Leising  in  accordance  with  the  laws  and 
custonis  of  his  native  country  was  placed  in  school 
at  an  early  age  and  received  a  thorough  educa- 
tion, becoming  familiar  with  the  French  and  Latin 
languages.  lie  commenced  his  business  career  as 
a  clerk  and  wa.-!  thus  occupied  for  nine  years  in 
his  nalive  priiviuce.  Not  being  satisfied  however, 
with  his  condition  or  his  i)rospects.  he  decide 
upon  seeking  the  New  World  and  in  tlie  summer 
iif  18G9  repaired  to  the  port  of  Bremerhaveu  and 
look  [lassage  on  a  steamer  bound  for  New  York 
ti(y.  Arriving  safely  at  his  destination  he  at 
<in(  e  set  out  for  Chicago,  liul  not  long  afterward 
came  to  Crete  Township,  where  he  soon  found 
employment  as  a  clerk  and  book-keei)er  and  by 
his  faithfulness  and  attention  to  his  duties  gained 
liie  goodwill  of  his  employers  and  the  esteem  of 
all  who  knevv  him. 

Mr.  Leising  was  married  at  Crete  to  Miss  I^liza, 
(laughter  of  Andrew .Schwendemann.  The  latter 
was  a  native  of  Bavaria  and  was  married  in  the 
(Irand  Duchy  of  Mechlenburg  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Miller.  I^aterlhey  emigrated  to  the  United  States, 
settling  in  P>uffalo,  N.  Y..  where  the  father  con- 
ducted a  hardware  store  for  a  number  of  years 
and  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-three.  The  mother 
and  daughter  then  came  to  Illinois,  locating  in 
Crete  Township  where  they  lived  until  the  mar- 
riage of  the  latter.  The  mother  then  returned  to 
I'liffald  where  she  is  now  living  with  one  of  her 
daughters.  Although  sixty  years  of  age  she  is 
bright  and  active. 

Mis.  Leising  was  born  in  liuffalo,  N.  Y.,  August 
.'!!,  IS.'iG,  and  was  one  of  a  family  coinprising  two 
sons  and  two  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  living. 
She  was  subjected  to  careful  parental  training  and 
after  her  father's  death  remained  with  licr  mother 


until  her  marriage,  obtaining  her  education  in  the 
common  schools.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject 
there  have  been  born  five  children,  viz:  Henrietta 
INI.  died  aged  eleven  months;  those  living  are: 
Ida  S.,  Ella  C,  Leo  A.  H.  and  Augusta.  Mr. 
Leising,  [lolitically,  is  decidedly  in  favor  of  the 
Democratic  part}'  and  h.as  served  as  Township 
Clerk,  besides  holding  other  minor  offices.  He  is 
prompt  to  meet  his  obligations,  a  square  man  in 
his  business  transactions  and  looked  upon  in  all 
respects  as  a  representative  citizen. 

AMUEL  G.  NELSON,  Supervisor  .and 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Milton  Township, 
is  a  native  of  Randolph  County,  Ind.,  and 
a  sou  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Gray)  Nel- 
son. His  father  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  and 
was  reared  in  Huntingdon  County,  Pa.,  he  later 
removing  to  Kentucky  and  from  there  to  Ohio. 
His  next  removal  was  to  Randolph  Count}',  Ind., 
whence  he  went  to  Montgomerj'  County,  making 
his  home  on  a  farm  four  miles  west  of  Crawfords- 
ville.  He  represented  his  county  in  the  Indiana 
Legislatur'',  and  at  one  time  made  a  strong  race 
for  the  State  Senate  from  that  district,  but  was 
defeated.  In  l.sJShe  came  to  Will  County,  111., 
wlieie  he  died  in  1851  at  the  residence  of  our  sub- 
ject. His  life  work  was  that  of  farming,  and  his 
labors  were  successful.  During  the  War  of  1812 
he  served  in  the  American  army.  In  politics  he 
was  a  Democrat,  and  in  religion  a  member  of  the 
Associate  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church.  He 
was  an  own  uncle  of  Senator  Joseph  E.  McDonald, 
of  the  Iloosier  Slate.  His  wife  was  born  near 
Wheeling,  W.Ya.,  and  died  in  this  county  in 
1852. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  the  following- 
named  children:  McDonald,  Flsther,  William  T., 
Elizabeth,  Sarah,  Nanc}',  Samuel  G.,  Mary  and 
Daniel  M.  The  only  survivors  of  this  household 
band  are:  William  T.,  Samuel  G.  and  Daniel  M. 
He  of  whom  we  write  w.as  born  May  8,  1827,  and 
passed  his  early  life  on  the  farm  in  Montgomery 
County,  Ind.,  receiving  his  education  in  the  com- 
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moil  schools,  under  the  instruction  of  Joseph  E. 
McDonald,  later  one  of  Indiana's  prominent  legis- 
lators. When  about  of  age  young  Nelson  came 
to  Illinois,  settling  on  the  farm  where  he  yet  lives. 
lie  owns  one  hundred  acres  of  land  on  section  3, 
his  residence  being  in  the  village  of  Wallingford. 
Every  dollar  that  he  possesses  has  been  made  by 
his  own  exertions  and  in  farming,  which  has  been 
liis  life  work. 

In  1862  Mr.  Nelson  joined  the  Inion  Arm}'  as 
a  private  in  Company  H,  One  Hundredth  Illinois 
Infantry,  but  was  soon  elected  First-Lieutenant  of 
liis  company.  In  November,  1863,  he  was  pro- 
moted to  tlie  Capitancy,  and  subsequently  to  the 
rank  of  Major,  in  which  he  finished  his  service. 
After  the  close  of  the  war  he  was  mustered  out, 
June  12,  1865,  at  Huntsville,  Ala.,  and  at  Chicago, 
111.,  was  discharged  July  1.  During  his  campaign 
life  Maj.  Nelson  bore  a  part  in  the  famous  battles 
of  Stone  River,  Chattanooga,  Mission  Ridge  and 
iillier  contlicls  of  less  [)rominence  yet  no  less  dan- 
gerous to  those  who  participated.  Among  these 
were  the  engagements  at  Nashville,  Franklin,  and 
the  minor  affrays  of  the  Georgia  campaign  as  far 
south  as  Jonesville.  At  Mission  Ridge  he  was 
wounded  in  the  left  hip  by  a  minie  ball. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Nelson  was  celebrated 
at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Wilton  Township. 
Mrs.  Abigail  (Meacham)  Nelson  was  born  in 
Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1830,  and  died  August 
29,  1855.  She  left  one  daughter,  Elizabeth  H., 
born  September  2-i,  1854.  On  December  12,  1878, 
this  daughter  became  the  wife  of  Alexander  Price, 
who  died  November  1,  1879.  They  had  one  son, 
Herbert  A.,  who  with  his  widowed  mother  now 
lives  with  our  subject. 

Mr.  Nelson  contracted  a  second  matrimonial 
alliance  l^Ia}'  1,  1856,  choosing  for  his  companion 
Miss  Sarah  A.  Thomas,  of  Cook  Count}-.  This 
lady  was  born  in  Florence  Township,  Oneida 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1837,  and  died  April  19,1877. 
This  marriage  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  six  chil- 
dren, whose  record  is  as  follows:  Celia  J.,  who 
was  born  July  1,  1857,  married  William  H.  War- 
ren, a  farmer  of  Wilton  Tov.-nship,  and  has  four 
children — Minnie,  Celia,  Ella  and  Walter;  Will- 
iam T.  was  born  May  21,  1859,  and   was  killed  bj 


the  kick  of  a  horse  August  24,  1873;  Sarah  E. 
was  born  October  28,  )  861,  and  died  August  30. 
1881;  Mary  M.,  born  October  8,  1866,  is  the  wife 
of  Anthony  F.  Dennis,  a  farmer  in  Peotone  Town- 
ship, and  has  one  daughter,  Elsie  M,  James  M. 
was  born  January  1,  1S72,  and  Laura  B.,  Novem- 
ber 29,  1875, 

For  eighteen  years  Mr.  Nelson  has  held  the 
official  station  of  Justice  of  tiie  Peace,  and  is  serv- 
ing his  sixteenth  year  as  Township  Supervisor, 
He  takes  daily  and  weekly  papers  in  sufficient 
numbers  to  keep  himself  thoroughly  informed  in 
the  progress  of  mankind  and  the  news  of  the  day, 
and  is  much  better  read  and  more  intelligent  than 
most  men.  His  home  is  one  in  which  both  friends 
and  strangers  are  sure  of  a  cordial  welcome  and 
the  best  of  entertainment  he  can  give;  while  to 
enterprises  of  genuine  worth  lie  is  a  liberal  con- 
tributor. Although  not  connected  witli  any  relig- 
ious organization,  he  believes  in  and  supports 
them.  He  has  alw.nys  been  a  Democrat  and  taken 
an  active  interest  in  party  affairs.  He  belongs  to 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  F'ellows, 


AVID  S.  STEPHEN,  This  gentleman  occu- 
pies a  prominent  position  among  the  busi- 
ness men  of  Frankfort  Station,  being 
proprietor  of  the  Frankfort  machine  sliop,  a  dealer 
in  engines,  machines,  pumps,  pipes,  etc.,  and  also 
occupying  the  official  station  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  He  is  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Jane  (Garden) 
Stephen,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Aberdeen- 
shire, Scotland,  Joseph  Stephen  studied  for  the 
ministry,  and  during  his  college  life  was  a  cLass- 
mate  of  the  famous  Lord  Byron.  He  began  his 
ministerial  labors  in  his  native  shire,  as  pastor  of  a 
Ba[itist  Church,  abandoning  his  field  of  labor  there 
in  1843,  when  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  located 
in  Canada.  There  he  engaged  as  clerk  for  a  Mr. 
Barnet,  a  contractor  on  the  Welland  Canal. 

After  sojourning  in  the  Dominion  a  year,  Mr. 
Stephen  came  to  the  United  States,  accomiianying 
his  employer  to  Lockport,  this  county,  where  he 
died  not  long  after.  The  disease  which  caused  his 
death  was  bilious   fever,  and    lie  was   then   sixty- 
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three  years  old.  He  was  an  ardent  Abolitionist, 
preaching  the  doctrine  from  the  pulpit  and  writing 
upon  the  question  of  slavery  for  the  public  press. 
During  his  boyhood  he  had  become  proficient  as 
a  mechanic,  having  inherited  a  taste  for  handicraft 
from  his  father,  "William  Stephen,  a  native  of  Wales, 
and  a  practical  mechanic,  wlio  had  served  for  a 
time  in  tlie  Knglish  army. 

After  the  death  of  iier  first  husband,  Mrs.  Jane 
Stephen  became  the  wife  of  James  Logan,  and 
they  are  living  at  Frankfort  Station.  By  her 
first  union  she  became  the  mother  of  five  children, 
viz.:  Jane,  Mrs.  Bruce,  who  died  in  Lockport 
Township;  David  S.,  our  suliject;  E.  C,  who  is 
running  a  planing,  saw  and  feed  mill,  and  manu- 
facturing general  wood  work  in  Frankfort;  Jo- 
seph S.,  a  machinist  in  Chicago;  George  W.,  who 
died  when  eleven  3'ears  old.  Joseph  S.  served  in 
the  Twentieth  Illinois  Infantry  three  months,  and 
re-enlisted  in  another  regiment,  serving  until  dis- 
ciiarged  on  account  of  physical  disability.  When 
sufficiently  recovered  he  enlisted  again,  continuing 
to  act  in  defense  of  his  country  until  honorably 
discharged  at  the  close  of  the  war.  The  second 
union  of  the  mother  of  our  subject  was  blest  bj' 
the  birth  of  one  child,  William  IL  Logan,  now  con- 
stable in  Frankfort. 

The  birthplace  of  the  gentleman  whose  name 
stands  at  the  head  of  this  sketch  was  St.  Fergus, 
Aberdeenshire,  Scotland,  and  his  natal  day  March 
14,  183G.  Until  he  was  five  years  old  he  was 
reared  in  his  native  village,  and  he  then  went  to 
live  with  his  grandfather  at  Almouth,  where  he  re- 
mained until  his  parents  removed  to  America, 
when  he  accompanied  them  hither.  He  traveled 
by  steam  to  Edinburg,  thence  1)}'  rail  to  Glasgow, 
where  the  family  embarked  on  the  "Naverina." 
After  a  tedious  voj-age  of  ten  weeks,  landing  was 
made  in  New  York  City,  whence  thej-  went  to  St. 
Catharines,  Canada,  and  then  to  Thorwald,  seven 
miles  from  Niagara  Falls,  whose  roar  they  could 
flistinctly  hear. 

The  removal  to  Illinois  was  made  by  a  steamer 
to  Chicago,  which  was  then  but  a  village,  and  b}' 
team  to  Lockport.  A  home  was  made  on  the  Bar- 
net  farm,  in  the  townsliip  of  Homer,  and  the  lad 
began     his    attendance    at    the     common    schools. 


Previous  to  this  time  he  had  been  instructed  en- 
tirely by  his  parents,  and  he  was  able  to  begin  his 
school  life  in  the  Third  Reader  class.  The  In- 
dians had  left  this  region  not  long  before  and  the 
country  was  an  almost  unbroken  prairie,  neigh- 
bors were  few  and  far  between,  and  all  the  sur- 
roundings were  of  a  primitive  nature.  Some  four 
or  five  years  later  he  of  whom  we  write,  and  his 
brother,  E.  C  walked  to  Frankfort  Township, 
where  their  stepfather  bought  a  farm,  on  which 
our  subject  lived  until  his  eighteenth  birthda}-. 

During  his  early  years  David  vStephen  was  occu- 
pied in  farm  pursuits,  but  when  eighteen  he  began 
working  as  a  millwright  and  carpenter  finding  em- 
ployment in  Jolict  and  Lockport.  He  also  en- 
gaged somewhat  in  jobbing  and  repairing,  all 
handicraft  coming  naturally  to  him  as  an  inherit- 
ance from  his  mechanical  ancestors.  Not  only  had 
his  father  and  grandfather  Stephen  been  excellent 
mechanics,  but  his  grandfather  Garden  was  also  a 
fine  workman  as  a  millwright  and  plowwright,  and 
the  efficient  proprietor  of  a  general  implement  shop 
in  Aberdeenshire.  Young  Stephen  drilled  during 
the  late  war  and  volunteered,  but  w.as  rejected  by 
the  examining  phj'sician. 

In  18G3  our  subject  and  his  brother,  E.  C., 
opened  a  machine  and  repair  shop  in  Frankfort, 
the  connection  continuing  three  years,  after  which 
the  older  brother  retired,  and  spent  three  years  in 
Kalamazoo  County,  Mich.  In  1871  the  partner- 
ship was  resumed,  and  the  firm  of  D.  S.  &  E.  C. 
Stephen  built  a  machine  shop,  feed  mill,  sawmill 
and  other  editices,  continuing  in  partnership  until 
1889,  when  the  connection  was  again  dissolved. 
Since  that  time  our  subject  has  been  carrying  on 
his  present  business,  having  a  fine  set  of  machinery 
for  working  iron,  and  doing  a  large  trade  in  re- 
pairing engines  and  other  machines,  and  manufac- 
turing a  double-force  pump  of  the  Stephen  Bros'. 
invention.  He  has  manifested  an  unusual  degree 
of  enterprise,  and  has  a  reputation  for  mechanical 
skill  which  is  unexcelled. 

At  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Frankfort,  in  Novem- 
ber, 1867,  the  rites  of  wedlock  were  celebrated  be- 
tween Mr.  Stephen  and  Addie  C.  Bathrick.  The 
bride  was  born  in  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio,  was 
educated  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  was   for  a  time  en- 
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gaged  in  teaching,  a  profession  for  wliicli  iiei'  cult- 
ure, tact  and  fine  ciiaraeter  well  fitted  lier.  Slie  is 
a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Stephen  Hatlirick,  a  Free 
Will  Baptist  minister  and  also  a  practicing  homeo- 
pathic physician.  He  labored  in  various  Slates — 
New  York,  Michigan,  Illinois,  Wisconsin,  etc. — 
ably  fidvancing  the  cause  of  Christianity  for  years. 
He  entered  into  rest  in  Frankfort,  this  county. 
in  1880.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stephen  two  children 
have  been  born,  named  respectively  Marian  F. 
and  Kdwin  L. 

Mr.  Stephen  is  now  serving  his  third  term  ns 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  his  second  term  as  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  "N'illage  Trustees.  A  man 
of  ripe  intelligence,  gooc}  judgment  and  firm 
principles,  lie  proves  an  ellicicnt  worker  for  the 
prosperity  and  order  of  the  town.  He  belongs  to 
Joliet  Lodge,  No.  12,  F.  &.  A.  M.  He  is  a  stanch 
Republican,  politicall}',  and  has  frequently  lieen 
sent  as  a  delegate  to  county  conventions. 

-^^^-§^>§^^-^~^^ 

.  R.  CHARLES  RICHARDS.  The  medical 
jV  profession  of  Will  County  received  a  wor- 
thy addition  in  18G8,  by  the  advent  of 
Dr.  Richards,  who  thereafter  prosecuted  a 
successful  practice  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
Februarys,  1890.  He  w.as  born  in  Newport,  Her- 
kimer County,  N.  Y.,  .July  26,  1S;32,  and  was  the 
son  of  Richard  and  Mary  Agnes  (Newton)  Rich- 
ards, who  spent  their  last  ye.ars  in  Ohio. 

When  Charles  was  a  lad  of  ten  years,  his  jiarents 
removed  to  New  Haven,  Ohio,  where  he  completed 
the  rudiments  of  an  English  education,  and,  when 
of  suitable  years,  began  the  study  of  medicine  in 
the  office  of  Dr.  F.  (;.  Armstrong.  Later  he  at- 
tended lectures  at  the  Albany  Jledical  College, 
from  which  he  w.as  graduated  in  18;>,").  He  con- 
tinued his  residence  at  New  Haven,  and  followcl 
his  profession  until  coming  to  Illinois. 

I)uring  his  citizenship  in  Joliet.  Dr.  Rich.ards 
Won  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  by  his  sterling 
(lualities  of  heart  and  mind.  Not  only  was  he 
skilled  in  dispensing  medicines,  but  he  possessed 
that  sympathetic  and   genial   nature  which  at  once -. 


inspired  confidence  among  his  patients,  and  which 
was  often  of  more  assistance  to  them  in  their  re- 
covery than  anything  which  could  be  obtained 
from  tlie  [iharmacist.  Dr.  Richards  Iniilt  up  a 
large  and  profitable  practice,  and  in  social  as  well 
as  business  circles  was  a  universal  favorite.  From 
1870  to  1874  he  held  the  office  of  County  Coroner, 
and  for  some  time  he  was  Secretary  of  the  Will 
County  Medical  Society.  Ills  religious  belief  coin- 
cided with  the  doctrines  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  of  which  he  was  a  leading  light  in  Joliet, 
and  of  which  his  widow  is  also  a  member.  Polit- 
ically. Dr.  Richards  was  a  stanch  Republican,  and 
was  inlluenlial  in  his  jiarty  in  this  portion  of  the 
Stale. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  Charles  Richards  and  Miss 
Harriet,  daughter  of  Thomas  T.  and  Phebe  (Stew- 
art) Mulford,  was  celebrated  at  the  bride's  home,  in 
New  Haven,  Ohio,  March  25,  1858.  Mrs.  Richards 
was  born  Jlarch  111,  1M,35,  in  New  Haven,  Ohio, 
and  was  one  of  a  family  of  six  children  born  to  her 
parents.  The  latter  were  natives  respectively  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut,  and  are  now  de- 
ceased. Mrs.  Richards,  who  survives  her  husband, 
is  a  lady  of  excellent  character,  and  highly  re- 
spected in  the  community.  She  occupies  a  beauti- 
ful home  on  Richards  Avenue,  and  enjoys  the 
friendship  and  association  of  the  best  people  in  the 
city.  To  her  active  co-operation  may  be  attrib- 
uted not  a  little  of  the  Doctor's  success,  for  she 
was  a  true  helpmate  to  him  in  every  sense  of  the 
word . 

In  connection  with  this  sketch  we  present  a  lilh- 
ogra[)hic  portrait  of  Dr.  Richards.  He  is  remem- 
bered affectionately  by  a  very  large  circle  of 
acquaintance!-,  to  whom  liis  worthy  traits  of  cliar- 
.acter  endeared  him.  He  was  distinguished  not 
less  for  his  kindness  of  heart  than  for  his  superior 
talents  of  mind,  and,  as  became  a  true  Christian, 
his  Wdril  was  ahvavs  as  good  as  his   licmd. 


dLLIAM.  C.  TROWBRIDGE,  junior  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Tillotson  &  Trow'jridge, 
Wyi      is  familiarlj'  known  as  one   of   the   editors 
and  publishers  of  the   Crete  Journal  and   its  aux- 
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iliaries,  which  includes  the  local  interests  of  Bloom, 
Monee,  Beecher,  Matteson  and  Goodenow.  The 
combination  of  papers  was  established  by  Mr.  AV. 
H.  Gardner,  in  March,  1888,  and  in  May  following 
he  was  succeeded  by  the  present  firm.  Thej'  have 
A  bona  fide  issue  of  five  hundred  copies  weekly,  and 
publish  a  paper  which  is  heartily  welcomed  by  the 
peojile  of  this  region,  being  full  of  local  news,  and 
treating  concisely  all  the  important  topics  of  the 
day. 

INIr.  Trowbridge  is  a  practical  piinter,  with  an 
experience  of  eight  years  as  foreman  of  the  Breed- 
i'r!i's  Jmii'iial,  a  stock  paper  formerly  published  at 
Beecher.  111.  He  served  a  full  apprenticeship  at 
the  "art  preservative"  in  I^ewistown,  Pa.,  and 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  and  subsequently  was  cm- 
ployed  five  years  in  the  State  Printing  Office  at 
Lansing.  His  native  place  was  Altoona,  Pa.,  and 
the  date  of  his  birth  April  14,  1850.  His  father, 
William  S.  Trowbridge,  was  born  in  Granville, 
Washington  County.  N.  Y.,  August  24,  1825,  and 
died  October  5,  1889,  at  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.  The 
latter  was  of  stanch  New  England  stock,  and  on 
account  of  the  death  of  his  father  when  he  was  but 
a  boy,  was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources  at  an 
early  age.  He  learned  the  trade  of  an  iron 
moulder  at  Poultney,  Vt.,  and  later  emigrated  to 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  where  he  followed  his  trade  and  was 
married  to  Miss  Henrietta  Kuhn.  Mrs.  Trowbridge 
was  born  and  reared  in  Harrisburg,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  .Susan  Kuhn,  who  died  there. 

After  their  marriage  the  elder  Trowbridge  and 
bis  wife  remained  for  some  years  residents  of  Har- 
risburg and  then  removed  to  Altoona,  Pa.,  where 
the  father  operated  some  time  as  a  foundrynian. 
He  then  removed  to  .luniata  County,  and  later  to 
Lewistown,  where  he  became  the  employe  of  a 
firm  engaged  in  tlie  manufacture  of  agricultural 
implements.  He  was  tlius  occupied  until  the  fall  of 
ISC.:!,  and  llien,  the  Civil  War  being  in  progress, 
enlist<'d  in  the  Two  Hundred  and  First  Pennsyl- 
vania Infantry,  in  which  he  served  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  when  he  i-ecfived  his  honorable  dis- 
t'hai'gc. 

Relnrnini;  now  to  his  home  and  family  in  Lew- 
istown, Pa.,  the  father  of  our  subject  not  long 
afterward  took  charge  of  the  smelting  department"^ 


of  the  Freedom  .Steel  Works,  one  of  the  largest 
manufacturing  enterprises  of  the  kind  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  he  there  remained  until  1870.  We  next 
find  him  making  his  way  to  Grand  Rapids,  Mich., 
where  he  was  joined  b\'  his  family  in  1871,  and 
where  ho  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  In  Grand 
Rapids  he  was  manager  of  Chubb's  Agricultural 
Implement  Works.  He  was  a  skilled  workman,  and 
was  of  that  genial  and  companionable  disposition 
which  drew  around  him  hosts  of  friends.  His  re- 
ligious views  coincided  with  the  doctrines  of  the 
Episcopal  Church. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  died  at  her  home  in 
Grand  Rapids,  Blich.,  in  March,  1875,  aged  about 
sixt}'  years.  She,  like  her  husband,  was  a  member 
of  tlie  Episcopal  Church.  There  were  born  to  them 
ten  children,  seven  of  whom,  five  daughters  and 
two  sons,  are  yet  living.  These  with  one  exception 
are  all  married.  William  C.  is  next  to  the  eldest,  and 
like  them  obtained  his  education  principally  in  his 
native  county.  He  accompanied  the  family  in  the 
removal  to  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  and  was  there 
m.anied,  March  10,  187G,  to  Miss  Lelia  M.  Wil- 
kins.  This  lady  was  born  in  Grand  Rapids,  Au- 
gust 31,  1  850,  and  was  carefully  reared  .and  edu- 
cateil.  She  grew  up  an  accomplished  and  intelligent 
woman,  and  by  her  union  with  our  subject  has 
become  the  mother  of  three  children,  viz.:  F. 
Winona,  William  Roy  and  Myron.  !\lr.  and  Mrs. 
Trowbridge  are  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church  at  Crete,  and  Mr.  Trowbridge,  politically, 
is  a  sound  Republican. 


-^4 — ^ — #^4^^ ^ 

"OHN  DAY.  No  member  of  the  farming 
community  of  this  county  is  more  worthy 
of  representation  in  this  Piioguai'hicai. 
^^_j^/  Ai.r.uir  than  this  gentleman,  who  has  been 
identified  witli  the  agricultural  interests  of  this 
part  of  the  State  for  many  years,  and  now  owns 
and  occupies  a  choice  place  of  ten  acres  in  Plain- 
field  Township,  and  also  one  hundred  and  i^ighty- 
two  acres  in  Du  Page  Township. 

Mr.    Day  is   of   English   birth,  born  in  Lincoln- 
shire, Ai)ril  2,  18.30.     His  father,  bearing  the  same 
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name  as  liiraself,  was  a  native  of  the  snnu'  sliiie. 
aiifl  Lis  grandfatlier  was  a  life-hjiiji'  resident  there. 
The  father  of  uur  sulijeet  was  reared  on  a  farm  in 
liis  native  count}',  and  was  there  em  ployed  in 
agricultnrai  i)nrsuits  until  IS,")!!,  when  he  came  to 
America  and  settled  in  Illinois,  buying  a  lionn' 
with  our  subject  in  DuPage  Townsiiip,  and  living; 
there  until  his  useful  life  was  closed  by  death.  The 
maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject  was 
Rebecca  Brickies,  and  she  was  also  a  native  of 
England.  She  spent  her  last  years  at  the  home  of 
our  subject  at  PJaiufiold.  She  and  her  husband 
were  the  parents  of  four  children,  namely:  Mary, 
William.  .John  and  .Soiihia.  The  latter  died  at  the 
age  of  four  years,  and  the  others  came  to  Amer- 
ica. Mar}-  married  AVilliam  Pepper.  They  lo- 
cated in  this  count}',  and  she  is  now  deceased. 
William  located  in  Jlanhaltan,  but  is  now  residing 
in  Joliet. 

John,  of  whom  we  write,*  was  reared  in  the  land 
of  his  liirth  until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age. 
lie  had  heard  of  America,  and  being  an  ambitious, 
hilf-reliant.  adventurous  youth,  he  longed  to  tr\- 
his  fortunes  here,  but  was  restrained  by  his  par- 
ents from  coming  to  this  country  until  the  age 
mentioned.  Having  finally  obtained  their  per- 
mission, he  set  sail  from  Liver|iool  April  2,  18.04, 
and  after  a  tedious  voyage  of  seven  weeks  landed 
in  New  York.  lie  started  thence  at  once  to  Illi- 
nois to  join  friends  at  Plainfield.  He  immediately 
sought  emi)loyment  here,  as  he  nee<led  the  money, 
and  soon  found  work  on  a  farm  at  >=IC  a  month. 
He  was  thus  engaged  for  about  three  years,  and 
then  rented  land  f)n  shari'S  until  IH(J(J,  when  he 
lionght  niui'ty-one  acres  of  land  on  section  30, 
DnPage  Township,  and  about  eight  years  later 
bought  ninety -one  acres  adjoining  on  the  same 
section.  He  resided  there  until  1S8-4,  then  rented 
the  farm  and  came  to  town,  and  l)ouglit  the  pleas- 
ant residence  in  which  he  has  since  lived  retired, 
he  having  ac(iuirc(l  a  hands<ime  competi'Mce  b\ 
untiring  and  well-directed  labors. 

To  the  w'ife  who  makes  this  home  cozy  and  at- 
tractive, Mr.  Day  was  iniited  in  marriage  in  Octo- 
ber, 185!).  Mrs.  Da\'s  maiiien  name  was  Cath- 
erine Stratton,  and  she  was  born  in  Wa\  ne 
County,  Ohio.    Deiember    fi.    IS  10.      Her     father. 


William  Sti-attun.  was  a  nativ(!  of  New  Jersey, 
iiini  moving  fi-oni  there  to  Ohio,  located  among 
the  pioneers  of  Wayne  Coinitw  and  there  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  The  maiden  name  of 
his  wife  was  Barbara  Hicks.  She  was  born,  it  is 
thought,  in  Pennsylvania,  and  was  of  Dutch  des- 
cent. She  S()ent  her  last  years  in  Ohio.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Day  have  three  children  living — Sophia  A., 
Lizzie  .1.  and  Carrie  O. 

Our  subject  is  in  every  sense  of,  the  word  a 
self-made  man.  as  all  that  he  is  and  has  he  owes 
to  his  own  exertions.  He  is  a  man  of  self-re- 
specting character,  is  well  dowered  with  firmness, 
activity  and  sound  business  qualilications.  and  is 
classed   among  our  best  citizens. 

j^^LBERT  L.  DAVIS.  The  subject  of  this 
^/ulj  notice,  who  is  a  familiar  figure  among  the 
lii  mercantile  interests  of  Joliet,  was  born 
October  7, 1845,  in  Dublin, Wayne  County, 
Ind.  His  parents  were  Norton  and  Ellen  (Cham- 
berlin)  Davis,  who  were  natives  of  New  York. 
Norton  Davis  spent  his  early  years  in  his  native 
county  of  Monroe,  and  after  reaching  man's  estate 
occupied  himself  at  various  employments,  and  was 
successful  financially.  For  many  years  he'oi)erated 
a  machine-sho)),  and  was  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  farming  implements  at  Dublin,  Ind.  He 
died  there  on  the  }th  of  December,  188.'!.  He 
was  a  man  of  fine  business  abilities,  the  architect 
of  his  own  fortune,  commencing  life  without 
mi-ans  at  the  age  of  si.xteen  years,  and  gained  for 
himself  a  g(jod  position  socially  and  financially. 

Jhc  nH)lherof  our  suliject  survived  her  husband 
seven  years,  dying  February  9,  1890,  at  the  old 
homestead  in  Dublin,  In<l.  The  parental  housc- 
hohl  consisted  of  si.\  children,  onl}-  two  of  whom 
,ue  living — Albert  L.  and  Walter  C,  the  latter 
living  in  Camljridge  City,  Ind.,  where  he  follows 
the  occupation  of  a  jeweler. 

Albert  L.  attained  his  early  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  and  later  he  entered  Miami  Com- 
mercial College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
18Gi.     He   commenced    his    business    career  as   a 
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book-keeper  for  the  firm  of  Dnvis,  Lawrence  <fe 
Co.,  which  subsequently  was  known  ns  the  Wayne 
Agricultural  Company,  and  ]Mr.  Davis  hekl  his 
position  with  the  firm  for  a  ])erio(l  of  twelve 
years.  In  1886,  in  company  with  S.  S.  Chamber- 
lin,  he  engaged  in  the  furniture  and  undertaking 
business  at  Lockport,  and  the  tirm  holds  o  lead- 
ing position  among  the  business  interests  of  the 
place,  hi  July,  1888,  lie  entered  into  partnership 
with  the  firm  now  known  as  S.  S.  Chamberlin  & 
Co. 

INIr.  Davis  was  married  January  21,  18(50,  at 
the  bride's  home  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  to  JNIiss  Clara  .S. 
Odell.  This  lady  was  born  August  18.  1819,  in  that 
city  and  is  the  daughter  of  Thomas  W.  and  Caroline 
L.  Odell,  who  were  natives  respectively  of  Canada 
and  Ohio.  Tliis  union  resulted  in  the  l,)irth  of 
four  children,  viz.:  Nelle  C,  Arthur  K.,  Clarence 
(J.  and  Ada  N.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity  in  Joliet.  being  a  Knight  Templar.  He 
has  one  of  the  most  valuable  collections  of  ancient 
and  Roman  coins  in  tiiis  country,  some  of  them 
dating  back  as  far  as  three  and  four  hundred  years 
before  Christ.  He  and  iiis  wiTe  are  both  active 
members  of  the  I'niversalist  Church,  and  bold 
membership  in  the  First  I'niversalist  Church  in 
Dublin,  Ind. 


sHOMAS  TUCKER.  The  agricultural  ele- 
ment that  has  been  so  largely  instrumental 
in  tlic  upbuilding  of  Will  County  is  well 
represented  liy  this  gentleman,  who  is  one  of  the 
foremost  faimers  and  stock-breeders  of  Monee 
Township,  wiiere  he  owns  a  large  and  valuable 
farm. 

Mr.  Tucker  was  born  .September  27,  18.'],"),  near 
Sliasberry,  Dorchester,  England,  a  son  of  Luke  and 
Sarah  Tucker,  who  Vvere  natives  of  the  same  place 
as  their  son.  His  father  was  a  farmer  during  his 
early  life  but  for  many  years  he  was  engaged  as  a 
collector  of  tithes  for  the  church.  He  and  bis  wife 
had  a  family  of  eight  children:  Elizabeth  Rose,  of 
England;  Ann,  who  Iiccame  tiic  wife  of  Ceorge 
Hitchcock  and  died   in  l-",n:^huid,  leaving  a  son  and 


daughter;  Israel  is  a  resident  of  Chicago;  Slary, 
wife  of  Abraham  .Scrivens,  of  Will  Township; 
Sarah  married  Thomas  Randerson,  and  has  since 
died;  Thomas;  Ste])hen;  John,  the  eldest,  died  in 
England.  The  mother  of  our  subject  died  in 
England  about  1842,  and  his  father  with  five  chil- 
dren came  to  the  United  States  two  years  later, 
landing  after  a  voy.age  of  eight  weeks,  arriving  in 
Syracuse  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  in  season  to  cele- 
brate our  great  National  holiday.  Mr.  Tucker  was 
a  resident  of  that  city  about  thirteen  j'ears,  and 
subsequently  going  to  Chicago  died  there  in  Sep- 
tember, 187(5,  aged  eighty-three  years  and  five 
months. 

A  lad  of  only  nine  years  when  he  came  to  this 
country,  our  subject  has  been  reared  under  its  in- 
stitutions and  was  educated  in  its  public  schools, 
and  no  native-born  citizen  is  more  loyal  than  he. 
He  followed  farming  in  Syracuse  until  1858,  when 
he  came  to  Chicago  mtli  his  brother  Stephen  and 
was  engaged  in  the  butchering  business  there  for 
some  years.  In  the  spring  of  1863  he  took  a  most 
important  step  in  life,  as  he  then  came  to  this  county 
to  resume  his  early  occupation  as  an  agriculturist 
and  located  on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides. 
This  comiu-iscs  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  sup- 
plied with  all  substantial  improvements  and  he 
has  besides  much  other  land.  He  h.as  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres  adjoining  in  Monee,  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  in  Will  Township,  and  has  eight}' 
acres  of  the  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  which  he 
and  his  brothers  owned  jointl}-  at  one  time.  Mr. 
Tucker  began  life  without  a  dollar  and  has  acquired 
all  this  valuable  property  by  the  e.xercise  of  keen 
judgment,  incessant  industry  and  the  wise  economy 
that  knows  when  to  spend  as  well  as  when  to  sp.are 
money,  and  is  numbered  among  our  mone.yed  men 
who  are  using  their  inlluence  to  advance  the  town 
and  county  in  ever}'  direction.  Mr.  Tucker  takes 
a  leading  pl.ace  in  the  township  as  a  stock-breeder, 
and  for  the  Last  six  years  h.as  made  a  specialty  of 
rearing  Hereford  cattle,  importing  a  part  of  his 
herd  directly  from  England.  He  is  also  interested 
in  raising  horses,  the  Hambletonian  stock  being  his 
favorite,  of  which  he  has  some  fine  specimens. 

May  3,  1860,  Mr.  Tucker  and  Miss  Ann  Shevlin 
were  united  in  niarri.-ige.     Shi;  was  born  in  County 
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DdiK'iial.  Ireland,  a  daiiulitcr  of  Cliarlcs  and  Ann 
((ujllaliar)  Sliuvlin,  wlio  were  nlsu  native.s  nf  thai 
county,  where  tlie  fatlier  carried  on  farininic-  Mrs. 
Tucker  was  one  of  a  family  of  four  children,  the 
others  being  James,  of  Chicago;  Mary,  of  New 
■Icrsey;  and  Edward,  of  Chicago.  The  latter,  the 
eldest,  was  tiie  first  to  come  to  the  United  States, 
he  coming  in  1857  and  Mrs.  Tucker  in  1!S;J9.  This 
marriage  of  our  subject  has  been  blessed  to  him 
and  his  wife  by  the  birth  of  nine  children,  namely: 
Ann;  Sarah  Mary,  wife  of  James  O'Shea.  of  Chi- 
cago; Thomas,  Emma,  Rose,  Charles;  Stephen, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve;  Anna,  and  Israel. 
During  an  honorable  career  as  a  sagacious,  en- 
terprising agriculturist,  Mr.  Tucker  has  displayed  in 
a  good  tlogree  those  solid  traits  of  character  that 
are  needful  to  the  attainment  of  good  fortune  in 
an}'  calling,  and  in  his  dealings  with  all,  either  in 
a  business  or  social  way,  he  has  ever  shown  himself 
to  he  a  man  of  honor  and  truthfulness.  He  is  a 
consislenl  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  his 
wife  is  a  devoted  communicant  of  tiie  Human 
Catholic  Church.  I'olilieally.  our  subject  is  a 
sound  Republican. 


V  HARLES  SCHIRRA.  This  gentleman  is 
numbered  among  the  practical  and  and  suc- 
cessful farmers  of  Crete  Township,  in  which 
he  has  resided  since  1865.  He  now  owns  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-five  acres  of  land  on  section  7,  it 
being  well  improved,  well  stocked,  and  well  culti- 
vated. Farming  has  been  the  life  work  of  Mr. 
Sehirra  and  in  its  pursuit  he  has  brought  to  bear 
a  marked  degree  of  determination,  intelligence, 
and  keenness  of  observation.  As  a  reliable  citizen, 
an  affectionate  husband  and  parent,  and  an  indi- 
vidual interested  in  the  world's  progress,  he  re- 
ceives the  respect  of  those  about  him  and  tills  a 
worthy  place  in  the  list  of  foreign-born  citizens. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Nicholas  and 
Mar}'  (Loufe)  Sehirra,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Prussia,  the  former  being  of  P'rencli  ancestry 
and  the  latter  of  German  blood.  Both  lived  to  a 
good  old  age,  spending  their  entire   lives   in   their 


native  land.  ^Ir.  Sehirra  was  usually  eni[)loyeil  at 
farm  labor.  He  and  his  wife  belonged  to  the  (jcr- 
man  Catholic  Church.  They  were  the  parents  of 
seven  sons  and  three  (biughters,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch   being  the  third  child. 

In  one  of  the  Rhine  Provinces,  Chark's  Sehirra 
was  born  April  17,  1817.  He  obtained  a  good 
(ierman  education  and  becoming  a  farmer  worked 
as  a  tiller  of  the  soil  in  his  native  land  until  thirty 
years  old.  He  then,  in  the  spring  of  1847,  started 
to  America,  taking  passage  at  Antwerp  on  a  sail- 
ing vessel  and  spending  fort3--two  days  on  the  At- 
lantic. He  vtus  followed  to  this  country  in  later 
years  by  two  brothers  and  a  sister,  all  of  whom 
are  }et  living.  He  landed  in  New  York  City 
without  means  to  continue  his  journey,  and  he 
therefore  worked  his  way  to  Chicago,  which  he 
reached  sometime  in  the  fall.  He  worked  in  var- 
ious parts  of  Cook 'County  until  185.3,  when  bo 
purchased  one  hundred  and  fifteen  acres  of  land 
in  Bloom  Township,  upon  which  he  remained  un- 
til he  became  a  resident  of  Will  County.  His  first 
l)urchase  here  was  of  two  hundred  acres,  to  which 
he  afterward  added. 

In  Rich  Township.  Cook  County,  he  of  whom  we 
write  was  united  in  marriage  with  I\Iiss  Mar}'  E. 
Ladoux,  with  whom  ho  lived  happilj'  until  June  14, 
187C,  when  she  was  called  hence  by  the  angel  of 
death.  She  was  then  forty-eight  years  of  age, 
having  been  born  in  Switzerland,  December  25, 
1827.  Her  parents  Joseph  and  Lizzie  Ladoux  were 
natives  of  Switzerland,  who  upon  coming  to 
the  United  States  in  1845,  settled  at  once  in  Rich 
Township,  Cook  County,  where  they  began  to  im- 
|irove  a  farm.  After  some  years  the  mother  died 
at  the  liome  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Mary  Goodseid, 
being  then  in  her  seventy-second  year.  The  father 
afterward  came  to  Crete  Township,  Will  County, 
and  died  at  the  home  of  his  sou,  Josepli,  be  also 
being  seventy-two  years  old.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ladoux  belonged  to  the  Catholic  Church. 

To  Mr.  Sehirra  and  his  good  wife,  fourteen  chil- 
dren were  born.  John*  and  Charles  died  young 
and  they  also  lost  an  infant.  Of  the  living  chil- 
dren we  note  the  following:  Eliza  married  Peter 
Webren,  a  furniture  dealer  who  lives  in  Jladison, 
Cook    County ;    Matilda    is    the     wife    of    Peter 
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Scliniidt,  tlieir  home  being  in  Chieajro;  Carrie  be- 
came Ihe  wife  of  Sebastain  J.  Lux,  who  is  now 
(Jeeeased  and  she  lives  on  her  father's  farm: 
Joseph  is  operating  a  farm  in  this  township: 
Phillip  C.  lives  in  Rlonee  Township:  Ida  M.  is  the 
wife  of  Metz  Miller,  a  carpenter  in  CIrieago; 
Charles  C.  and  Anna  A.  are  at  home ;  George  is  now 
associated  with  his  brother,  Joseph,  in  operating  a 
farm;  Walter  P.  and  Jacob  0.  ai'e  at  home.  All 
the  children  were  educated  in  both  German  and 
English  and  are  intelligent,  well  informed,  and 
manifesting  energy  and  thrift.  Mr.  Schirra  is  a 
sound  Democrat. 


\Y/OtIN  T.  CLYNE  is  one  of  the  bright  and 
enterprising  young  business  men  of  Will 
County,  being  closely  identified  with  its 
!(^S/  stock  interests.  He  is  connected  vvith  S.  W. 
Simmons  in  the  breeding  and  handling  of  trotting 
stock  and  tliej-  are  the  proprietors  of  tiie  Stone  City 
Stables  in  Joliet,  where  they  have  a  tine  stud  of 
horses.  Thej'  issue  the  Will  Count}-  Ilorsmian,  of 
which  our  subject  is  the  business  manager.  'Ihey 
are  making  a  great  success  of  this  [laper  published 
in  the  interests  of  the  turfmen,  as  it  alread}'  has  a 
good  circulation.  It  is  a  four-column,  eight-page 
(piarto,  having  been  enlarged  from  a  four-page 
sheet.  Our  subject  comes  of  sterling  New  York 
ancestry  and  is  a  native  of  that  .State,  born  iu  Co- 
hoes,  Albaii}'  County,  December  8,  1857,  to  James 
and  Catherine  Clyne.  His  mother  was  the  daughter 
of  John  and  !Mary  (^uinn,  of  AYashington  County, 
N.  Y.,  who  were  of  Irish  descent.  The  father  of 
our  subject  was  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Margaiet 
(McCormick)  Clj-uc,  the  latter  a  native  of  Oneida 
County,  and  the  old  homestead  on  which  she  was 
born  is  still  in  possession  of  the  famil\-.  Her  an- 
cestry came  to  America  in  Colonial  times.  Thomas 
Clyne  was  born  in  County  Longford,  Ireland,  his 
father  having  gone  there  from  Germany  during  the 
exodus  from  that  countiy. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  the  city  of   his  birth 
until  he  attained   the  age  of  nine  years  and    there 


laid  the  foundation  of  his  education.  At  that  age 
he  commenited  working  in  the  knitting  factories  and 
was  thus  employed  until  1875,  when  at  the  age  of 
seventeen,  on  a  certain  Sunday  evening,  he  and  his 
"  chuni"  started  out  to  make  their  fortune  in  the 
West.  His  friend,  Martin  JIahon,  is  now  a  wealthy 
man  in  San  Francisco,  Cal.  When  our  subject  thus 
ventured  out  into  the  world  he  had  but  a  few  dol- 
lars in  his  pocket,  and  after  traveling  some  da3-s  he 
secured  a  job  in  a  sash  and  blind  shop  at  ninety 
cents  [ler  day.  He  worked  there  two  weeks  and 
then  left  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  bricklu^'er,  but  the 
contractor  skipped  the  countyaud  left  him  in  the 
lurch.  FortunateI_v  he  had  a  friend  who  could  aiul 
did  lend  him  *5,  and  he  made  his  way  to  LocUport, 
where  he  obtained  work  in  the  harvest  field  and 
w.as  there  employed  nine  da3s,  which  was  his  first 
experience  of  farm  life,  and  for  the  next  three 
years  he  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  the 
last  two  working  for  Judge  Simmons,  the  father  of 
his  partner.  Feeling  the  need  of  a  better  education 
he  entered  a  good  school  at  Valparaiso,  Ind.,  and 
was  closely  engaged  in  study  there  for  a  j'ear.  He 
then  returned  toPlaiufield  and  worked  for  the  same 
man  for  a  time  and  then  resumed  his  scholastic 
pursuits  and  was  in  school  for  a  year,  pacing  his 
own  way  iu  the  meantime.  When  he  had  com- 
pleted his  education  he  ;igain  went  back  to  Plain- 
field  and  there  took  part  in  a  ceremony  which  has 
had  an  important  bearing  on  his  afterlife  as  he  was 
at  that  time  married  to  Miss  Anna  L.,  daughter  of 
John  and  Hannah  McClosk}'.  She  is  an  earnest 
Christian  and  a  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  Of  her  happy  union  with  our  subject 
three  sons  liave  Ijeen  l)oru — ilead.  Wade,  and  Yard. 
After  marriage  our  subject  utilized  his  education 
by  teaching  school  in  DuPage.  He  subsequently' 
took  charge  of  the  business  of  J.  W.  Funk,  who 
was  a  great  horse  shipper  and  contractor.  After 
that  Mr.  Clyne  was  appointed  to  take  charge  of  the 
County  Poor  House,  under  Judge  Simmons,  and  was 
keeper  for  three  years,  and  then  was  made  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Poor,  and  continued  in  that  position 
from  1885  until  the  present  time.  He  is  now  as- 
sociated with  S.  W.  Simmons,  as  before  mentioned. 
They  ha\e  a  valuable  stud  of  horses  of  which  we 
mny   uiention   I 'ictator,  .Ir.,  son    of    Dictator   and 
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Delwood  a  member  of  the  Nutnuoil  family  ;  Ali 
Busliaw,  son  of  Greens  Bushaw;  T.  B.  Slounl,  re- 
presentative of  old  Alinont,  No.  3:3;  Harry  and 
Leo  MeGregor,  deseendaiits  of  the  famous  Robert 
Gregor  of  time  2:17.1,  mvl  many  others  of  consid- 
erable note. 

Mr.  Clyne  is  a  member  of  llie  A.  F.  ife  A.  M.. 
Madisou  Lodge,  No.  175;  Chapter  of  .loliel,  N(i. 
L'7,  and  also  belongs  to  the  Joliet  Comuiandcry 
of  Knight  Templars,  No.  4.  As  a  public-spiritt'd 
citizen  fully  alive  to  the  best  interests  of  ills  county 
and  township,  he  is  a  thoroughbred  Reimbliean 
and  lakes  a  great  interest  in  politics  and  has  been 
instrumental  in  getting  manygood  measures  through 
the  State  Legislature,  notably,  the  opening  of  tlie 
lioulevard  at  Joliet.  A  man  of  ambitious,  forceful 
character,  well-trained  intellect,  and  excellent  hab- 
its, our  subject  is  an  intluence  for  good  in  tlie 
comraunit\-  and  exerts  himself  to  [iromote  its 
advancement. 


\f  OlIN  (iOrCiAR.  This  aged  veteran,  who 
has  passed  the  eightieth  j'ear  of  his  age,  has 
been  a  resident  of  New  Lenox  Township 
i^/'  since  1830.  He  has  seen  much  of  pioneer 
life,  contributed  his  full  quota  to  the  develo|)ment 
of  the  agricultural  resources  of  this  section,  and  is 
now  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  competence,  being  able 
to  look  back. upon  a  well  spent  life,  and  feeling  that 
his  labors  have  not  been  in  vain.  During  his  long 
residence  in  Will  County  he  has  gathered  around 
him. hosts  of  friends,  who  have  long  recognized  his 
Sterling  qualities,  and  whose  confidence  ;md  esteem 
he  enjoys  in  a  marked  degree.  The  biographer 
linds  him  pleasantly  situated  in  a  l)eaulirul  home, 
amidst  all  the  comforts  and  many  of  the  lu.\uries 
of  life. 

The  immediate  progenitors  of  Mr.  (iougar  were 
^Villiam  and  Catherine  (Abel)  Gougar,  natives  of 
renusylvania,  and  the  father  born  in  Berks  County. 
They  were  reared  and  married  in  the  Keystone 
State,  but  in  1818  removed  to  Ohio,  and  lived 
eight  years  in  Piekawa)'  County'.  Thence  the^-  re- 
moved to  Vermillion  County,  Ind.,  and  from  there, 


in  .Tune,  IS.'Jl,  to  Illinois,  settling  on  section  lis,  in 
what  is  now  New  Lenox  Township.  .The  father  tilled 
the  soil  successfully,  and  constructed  a  good  homo- 
stead  from  a  trr.ct  of  wild  land,  where  he  siieut  the 
remainder  of  Ins  life,  dying  March  .".1,  18(J1.  The 
mother  died  January  IJ.  18,')1. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there  was  born  a 
family  of  eleven  children,  nine  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters, eight  of  whom  are  living.  John,  our  subject, 
was  the  eldest  of  the  famil}",  and  was  born  in 
Northumberland  County,  Pa.,  March  20.  1810;  he 
accom[)anied  the  family  in  tlM>ir  removals  to  Ohio 
and  Indiana,  and  attained  to  manhood  on  a  farm 
iu  \'ermillion  County,  where  he  sojourneil  until 
the  fall  of  1830.  He  then  came  to  what  was  then 
Cook,  but  is  now  Will  County,  III.,  and  settled  on 
section  18,  New  Lenox  Township,  of  which  he  has 
since  been  a  resident.  He  thus  bears  the  distinction 
of  being  one  of  the  oldest  living  settlers  of  this 
county. 

.Mr.  (iougar  remained  a  bachelor  until  a  mr.n  of 
thirty-nine  years,  and  then  he  met  his  fate  iu  the 
person  of  Miss  Mary  Ann  Miller,  to  whom  he  was 
married  in  J;)liet,  January  2,  1849.  Mrs.  (iougar 
was  born  May  21,1813,  near  Shippensburg,  I'a., 
and  was  the  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Boots), 
Miller,  likevvise  natives  of  the  Kei'stone  Stale,  in 
the  eastern  part  of  which  they  spent  the  closing 
3'ears  of  their  lives.  They  were  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  two  of  whom  are  living. 

Our  subjecl  and  his  wife  commenced  their  wed- 
ded life  together  at  the  home  which  they  now  own 
and  occupy.  Of  their  union  there  has  been  lioin 
one  child  onl}',  a  son,  Lewis  K.,  Noveml)er  l."i, 
I8.')2.  He  has  spent  his  entire  life  at  the  old  farm, 
and  for  many  years  i)ast  has  had  the  chief  man- 
agement of  it,  relieving  his  parents  from  many 
cares.  He  was  given  a  good  education  in  the 
schools  of  New  Lenox  Townshiii  and  at  Englewo(nl, 
III.  For  several  years  he  has  been  a  School  Di- 
rector in  his  district,  and  also  served  as  Overseer 
of  Highways.  Both  jiarents  and  son  are  regular 
attendants  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

John  (iougar  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Van  Buren,  and  from  that  day  to  this  has  contin- 
ued a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Democratic  parlj'. 
He  served  iu  the  Black  Hawk  War,  being  a  member 
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of  a  company  of  mounted  volunteeis,  under  the 
command  of  Capt.  Ilolden  Scission,  and  lind  three 
brothers — WilHaius,  Nicholas  and  Daniel — who 
served  in  tlic  san.e  company,  all  lieiiig-  mustered 
into  service  in  August,  1832.  During  the  early 
days  the  post-oflice  was  at  tlie  house  of  Mr.  (lougar. 
Cornelius  Van  Morn  acting  as  Postni.oster,  and  con- 
stituted one  of  the  stations  between  Danville  'and 
Chicago.  Mr.  Gougar  served  on  the  petit  juiy  in 
C'hicagd.  walking  the  entire  distance.  In  1830  he 
went  1(1  mill  with  an  O-X-team  to  a  place  near  01- 
taw.a.  He  hauled  liii  grain  and  olher  produce  to 
Chicago,  also  drove  his  live-stock  there  to  market. 
Tpon  one  occasii.in.  during  the  Black  Ilaivk  War, 
he  ill  company  with  David  Magnet,  sought  safety 
in  a  cave  ikivIIi  of  .loliet,  where  they  remained  un- 
'listurleil  until    the  danger  was  past. 

Near  the  residence  of  Mr.  Gougar  is  an  old  In- 
dian linrying  ground.  DLiring  the  early  days  the 
[lioueers  endured  untold  hardship,  and  but  few  sur- 
vived to  tell  the  tale.  The  subject  of  this  notice 
is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  old  landmarks,  whose 
career  has  been  one  of  more  than  ordinary  interest. 
lie  traces  his  ancestry  to  Germany,  and  the  famil3' 
was  first  represented  in  America  proliably  during 
the  Colonial  daj's.  Mr.  Gougar  has  in  his  possess- 
ion a  German  Bible,  which  was  iirinteil  about  IGOO, 
and  which  is  carefully  preserved  as  an  invaluable 
relic,  lie  has  niaile  for  himself  a  good  record, 
and  his  name  will  be  held  in  kindly  remembrance 
long  after  he  has  been  gathered  to  his  fathei's. 
Two  of  his  brothers,  who  h.ave  also  been  men  of 
note  in  their  community,  are  represented  elsewhere 
in  this  volume. 

'■ill'OIlN  CANiN  stands  among  the  leaders  of  the 
stock-raising  and  farming  interests  of  Will 
Township,  where  he  owns  a  farm  which  in 
((^y'  i)oint  of  cultivation  and  general  improve- 
ment is  searcelv  surpassed  by  any  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. Mr.  Cann  was  born  and  bred  in  England, 
Tavistock  Parish,  Devonshire,  being  his  native 
place,  and  April  30,  1851.  the  date  of  his  birth. 
His  parents,  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (White)  Cann, 


were  also  natives  of  that  place.  During  some 
period  of  his  life  his  father  moved  to  Plymouth, 
England,  where  he  h.'id  a  position  on  the  police 
force.  He  was  a  farmer  and  butcher  by  occupa- 
tion. He  was  the  father  of  six  children,  of  whom 
four  grew  to  maturity,  namely:  Salina,  now  de- 
ceased; .lohn;  George  (living  in  England),  and 
S.amuel  II.  The  mother,  who  died  in  her  native 
land,  was  a  devoted  Christian,  and  a  member  of 
the  Church  of  England.  The  father  came  to  the 
Uniteil  States  in  September,  1875,  and  made  his 
home  with  his  children.  He  was  one  of  a  family 
of  three  sons  and  three  (Laughters,  of  whom  he  was 
the  only  one  who  ever  came  to  the  United  States. 
The  names  of  his  brothers  and  sisters  were  Joseph, 
.lohn,  Elizabeth,  Julianna,  and  !i\Iary.  Our  sub- 
ject's mother  was  a  daughter  of  John  White,  who 
had  three  sons  and  three  daughters:  John,  who 
lives  in  Iowa,  and  JIary,  wife  of  James  Joslyn,  of 
Kansas,  being  the  onl\'  members  of  the  family  to 
come  to  this  country. 

John  Cann,  of  this  sketch,  passed  his  boyhood 
and  3^outh  in  his  English  home,  receiving  his  edu- 
cation in  the  local  schools.  In  the  month  of  April, 
18(50,  in  the  dawning  of  a  vigorous,  manly  man- 
hood, he  embarked  for  America  to  begin  life  anew 
on  tills  Soil,  accompanying  thither  his  cousin, George 
Berry,  h'or  awhile  after  landing  on  these  shores  he 
lived  near  Niagara  Falls.  In  April,  1871,  he  re- 
moved to  Peotone,  and  worked  on  a  farm  there, 
and  was  also  employed  at  one  time  in  Chicago,  till 
187C.  In  that  year  he  located  on  his  present  farm, 
and  two  years  later  he  began  his  inde])endcnt  ex- 
istence as  proprietor  and  raannger  of  a  farm  of  his 
own,  buying  this  of  its  former  owner  and  from  its 
rich  harvest  fields  he  reaps  a  good  income.  It  is 
pleasantly  located  on  section  8,  and  its  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  are  in  a  fine  state  of  cultivation. 
He  does  a  good  general  farming  business  and  for 
the  past  six  3-ears  he  has  been  paying  |)artieular  at- 
tention to  raising  Short-horn  cattle. 

To  the  wife  who  has  materially  assisted  him  in 
making  their  cosy  home  and  looks  so  carefully  to 
the  comfort  of  the  household,  Mr.  Cann  was  united 
in  marriage  August  21,  1872.  Mrs.  Cann's  maiden 
name  was  Amelia  Ahlborn,  and  she  was  born  in 
New  Voik   City,   July    31,    185G,    to   William   and 


^'^^^^^t^  *x.^ 


^-^^^^^L^«^i^^ 


^^.  >^^ 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRArHlCAL  ALBUM. 


215 


Amelia  (E[)SOn)  AIiHkhh.  wliocaiiK'  fnnii  ( !friii;iiiy 
lo  MoiK'P  in  185;'),  and  loc-alcd  vn  a  furiii,  wIiltc 
lilt!  fathrr  subscqucnlly  dioil.  His  widi)w  iiiiw  rc- 
siiU'S  ill  IVMitiino.  Of  the  tliifu  c-hildrcii  Ijcirn  lu 
her,  two  are  li\iii.tt.  Amelia  ^I'l'l  Heiiiy.  She  has 
married  a  seeoiul  lime,  tnliiiig  as  her  liushaiid  Henry 
l\a|)hof.  by  whom  she  has  one  eliild,  George.  The 
wedded  life  of  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife 
has  been  blessed  by  the  eight  children  born  to  them: 
George,  William,  Herbert,  Clarence,  Thomas  an<l 
Richard.  Tw<i  of  their  children  died,  one  in  in- 
fancy and  one  at  ten  years. 

The  years  that  liave  passed  awa\-  since  our  suli- 
ject  landed  in  this  country  have  been  fraught  with 
much  care  and  labor,  but  every  obstacle  has  been 
steadil.\'  conquered  by  atiuiet  determination  to  turn 
everything  to  his  advantage  as  far  as  practicable, 
and  by  wise  economy  and  thrifty  management  he 
has  placed  himself  in  an  honorable  )JOsition  among 
his  fellow-townsmen,  he  having  increased  the  small 
capital  of  |i5  with  which  he  landed  in  this 
country,  to  a  comfortable  competence.  He  is  al- 
ways interested  in  the  welfare  of  his  adopted  town- 
ship, and  has  aided  in  its  maLerial  and  moral 
elevation.  At  one  time  he  served  as  Road  t'oni- 
missioner,  working  faithfully  to  improve  the  local 
highways.  His  wife  belongs  lo  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  identifies  herself  with  all  its  good  work. 


^^mm^^ 


«  I^ILLIAM  DOUCiAI.L,  M.  I).  On  the  op- 
\j2JK  posite  i)age  appears  a  lithographic  portrait 
WW  of  Dr.  Dougall,  whose  long  residence  in 
WillCount}-,  together  with  his  active  partici()ation 
ill  all  worthy  measures  for  the  developraenl  of  the 
resources  of  the  communitj-,  has  made  hira  [iromi- 
nent  both  socially  and  in  Ihe  ranks  of  the  profession. 
His  life  has  been  such  as  to  shed  an  ad<lcd  lustre 
on  a  good  old  name,  and  he  inherits  tho.se  sub>lan- 
tial  trails  of  character  which  have  rendered  the 
Scotch  famous  amid  a  galaxy  of  nations.  It  has 
boi'ii  said  that  there  are  two  kinds  of  education, 
one  which  is  received  at  school,  and  the  other,  more 


inipcirtanl,  which  we  gi\c  ourselves.  Dr.  Dougall 
was  fortunate  in  gaining  each  kind  of  training,  and 
as  a  result  his  character  has  been  rounded  out  and 
developed,  while  he  has  acijuired  those  habits  of 
perseverance  and  energy,  which  arc  so  essential  to 
success  in  any  profession. 

Our  subject,  who  was  the  filth  son  of  John  and 
.Margaret  (Iloustoun)  Dougall.  was  born  at  Inder- 
wood,  Paisley,  Scotland,  March  1,  IS  12.  His  father, 
who  was  a  leading  cotton  spinner  in  the  west  of 
Scotland,  came  with  his  family  to  this  country  in 
liS.'iS,  and  purchased  a  farm  near  New  Haven,  liid. 
(Jn  this  hoinestead  he  died  Decendier  2S.  I,s74.  hav- 
ing reached  the  ri|)e  age  of  seventy  live  years.  His 
life  was  characterized  by  sincere  piety,  uncompro- 
mising rectitude,  and  by  social  qnalities->vhich  se- 
cured for  him  the  love  and  esteem  of  his  iieighliors. 
The  niolher  vf  Dr.  Dougall  w.as  born  .laiiuaiy  1, 
18(11.  in  the  village  and  [larisli  of  Huustoun,  Ren- 
frewshire, Scotland,  and  was  descendeil  from  a 
Freiich-lluguenot  famil\-  who  left  France  at  the 
lime  of  the  massacre  of  St.  l>artlioloiiicw.  She 
survived  her  husband  several  years,  dying  June  17, 
1888.  The  family  included  twelve  children,  eight 
of  whom  survive.  These  are  Mrs.  David  McGre- 
gor, of  ^Manchester,  England ;  Mrs.  John  Iladden, 
of  Milwaukee,  Wis.;  James,  of  the  Ro3al  Botanic 
Cardens  in  Glasgow,  Scotland;  Allan  H.,  of  Ft. 
I  W  n\  ne.lnd. ;  David,  of  Georgetown, British  Guiana, 
I  South  America;  Mrs.  Dr.  M.  F.  Williamson,  and 
our  subject  of  .loliet,  111.;  and  Mrs.  .1.  F.  lieurct, 
;    of  Anlwcri).  ( )hio. 

The  family  are  truly  cosmo|iolitaii.  Of  the  four 
who  are  decea.sed,  one  is  buried  in  Scotland,  one  in 
England,  one  in  America  mid  one  in  China.  The 
widow  of  the  eldest  son  lives  in  London,  England; 
some  of  the  grandchildren  live  in  Lisbon,  Portugal; 
and  ill  China  are  to  be  found  a  son-in-law,  grand- 
daughter, and  three  great-grandchildren.  These 
are  the  family  of  a  beloved  daughter.  Lsabelle  F. 
Williamson,  who  after  thirty  years  spent  in  the  mis- 
sion lield  of  China,  died,  and  was  buried  in  August. 
I.SS(;,  in  the  liekl  which  she  had  selecled  for  her 
life  W(n-k.  Her  lueiiujry  survives  her,  ijerpetuated 
as  it  is  by  numerous  translations  and  a  widely 
known  and  celebrated  work  entitled  ■•Oiil  High- 
ways in  China."     Such  is  the   family  lo  which   the 
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subject  of  this  sketch  belongs  and  he  is  a  worthy 
representative  of  a  good  old  sto(,k. 

William  Dougall  was  educated  at  the  High  School 
at  (ilasgow,  au  institution  founded  in  the  twelfth 
century.  Here  he  finished  his  preparations  for  the 
study  of  medicine,  upon  which  he  was  al)out  to 
enter,  when  the  change  of  circumstance  and  loca- 
tion by  reason  of  his  father's  emigration  to  America, 
compelled  him  to  relinquish  for  a  time  his  pro- 
jected career.  Upon  tlie  breaking  out  of  the  Civil 
War  he  quickly  responded  to  the  call  for  troops, 
and  on  June  1,  1861,  enlisted  in  Company  C,  Fif- 
teenth Indiana  Infantry,  at  Ft.  Wayne,  lie  served 
with  his  command  in  every  engagement,  sustaining 
severe  wounds  at  the  battle  of  Stone  River,  Teun. 
On  October  1,  I8G3.  having  passed  the  "regular" 
examination  he  was  commissioned  Captain  in  the 
Thirteenth  United  States  Colored  Infantry,  in  which 
capacity  he  acted,  often  with  an  independent  coni- 
maiid.  until  the  close  of  the  war,  when  be  resigned. 
His  luotlicr.  Allan  Housioun  Dougall,  was  also  a 
Captain  and  Adjutant  of  the  Eigiity-eighth  Indiana 
Infantry. 

On  his  return  from  the  field  William  Dougall 
t(Jok  up  his  medical  studies,  subsequently  taking 
the  regular  medical  course  in  the  University  of 
Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor,  and  remaining  there  dur- 
ing IStld-'GT.  On  March  1.  18G8,  he  received  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  from  the  Chicago 
Medical  College,  and  on  the  first  of  the  following 
month  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Le- 
mont.  Cook  County,  HI.  He  was  married  October 
1.  1S7"_'.  to  Miss  Cassie  Walker,  daughter  of  Edwin 
Walker,  of  Lemont,  and  then  removed  to  Joliet, 
where  he  now  resides.  Here  he  has  followed  his 
profession  with  great  success  and  has  especially  dis- 
tinguished himself  by  his  skill  in  surgical  cases. 
He  takes  a  laudable  intmest  in  the  advancement  of 
his  profession,  in  which  he  has  secured  a  leading 
ixisition. 

Dr.  Dougall  is  now  President  of  the  Board  of 
Examining  Surgeons  for  pensions  at  .lolict,  and  also 
President  of  the  Will  County  Medical  Society.  In 
1875,  being  an  ardent  Republican  he  was  Chairman 
of  the  County  Central  Committee.  As  an  organizer 
he  possesses  elements  of  success  and  is  capable  of 
ably  assisting  in  the  party  work.     In  1879  he  was 


appointed  Postmaster  at  Joliet,  a  position  which  he 
laid  until  1883.  At  present  he  is  Commander  of 
Bartleson  Post,  No.  6,  G.  A.  R.  He  is  a  gentleman 
of  scholarl}'  tastes  and  ripe  culture,  and  is  active 
in  the  promotion  of  all  efforts  for  the  materia!  and 
social  advancement  of  the  community  in  which  ho 
lives. 

OHN  O.  PIEPENBRINK.  Among  the  pros- 
perous farmers  of  Crete  Townshii)  he  with 
whose  name  we  introduce  this  sketch,  holds 
no  unimportant  position.  He  has  been  suc- 
cessful as  a  tiller  of  the  soil  and  has  made  a  specialty 
of  stock-raising,  for  which  purpose  he  has  one  of 
the  finest  bodies  of  land  within  the  township,  this 
lieing  located  near  the  town  limits  and  comprising 
seventy-three  acres  on  secliiju  I(j,  and  thirty-two 
acres  on  section  2,  adjoining.  The  land  is  very 
fertile  and  improved  with  good  buildings  and  has 
been  occuiied  b}'  Mr.  Pieiienbrink  since  the  fall  of 
1878. 

With  the  exception  of  eighteen  months  which 
he  spent  in  the  citj'  of  Joliet,  Mr.  Piepenbrink  has 
been  a  resident  of  Crete  Township  since  a  child 
three  years  of  age.  He  was  born  in  Hesse-Casscl, 
Germany,  January  5,  1847,  and  when  three  years 
old  accompanied  his  parents,  John  and  Sophia 
(Willie)  Pieiienbrink  to  the  United  States,  they  set- 
tling in  Crete  Township,  where  they  are  still  living. 
The  father  purchased  land,  where  with  the  aid  of 
his  estimable  wife,  they  built  up  a  good  homestead 
which  they  still  own  anil  oceuj)}'.  John  O.  was 
reared  to  habits  of  industry,  becoming  fully  fami- 
liar with  the  various  pursuits  of  farm  life  and  re- 
maining with  his  parents  until  setting  about  the 
establishment  of  a  home  of  his  own. 

With  the  above-mentioned  object  in  view,  Mr. 
Piepenbrink  was  married  Api'il  5,  1875,  at  the 
bride's  home  in  Crete  Townshii)  to  Miss  Dora  Or- 
kenberg.  This  lady  is  a  native  of  the  same  prov- 
ince in  Germany  as  her  husband  and  was  born 
January  8-,  185(1.  She  likewise  was  a  child  of  three 
years  win  n  her  parents  came  to  America,  and  they 
settled  in  Crete  Township,  where  the  fathei'-im- 
proved  a  taim   and    where  both  parents  spent  the 
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remainder  of  llieir  da^s.  Both  were  past  seventy- 
four  years  of  age,  the  mother  surviving  her  husband 
but  a  short  time.  They  were  must  e.\celleiit  and 
worthy  people  and  members  in  got>d  standing  of 
the  Lutheran  Clmrcli. 

To  our  subject  and  liis  estimable  wife  tliert  have 
been  born  four  cliildren,  viz.:  William  O.,  Eda  1)., 
Albert  F.  and  Martin  J.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  I'iepenbrinii 
belong  to  the  Lutheran  Ciiuroh  at  Crete  and  hold 
no  seeondar3'  position  among  the  leading  people  of 
their  township.  Mr.  Piepenbrink,  politically,  allil- 
iates  with  the  Republican  party  and  has  held  the 
various  local  oHice^.  IK'  is  one  of  the  Directors 
of  the  Crete  Farmers'  Mutual  Insurance  Compan\-. 
a  member  of  the  Finance  Committee  and  has  been 
no  uuim|)ortanl  factor  in  contributing  to  its 
success. 

—^ ^^-      ^ 


KLi)  SEMIOLTZ.  A  well-improved 
farm  of  one  hundred  acres  located  on  sec- 
tion 3,  ^\asllington  Township,  has  been  the 
life-long  home  of  the  gentleman  above  named,  who 
now  owns  tliis  part  of  the  parental  estate.  lie  was 
bfiru  June  I'J,  18G2,  and  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  the  neighborhood.  He  is  well  in- 
formed on  general  topics  as  well  as  in  the  work  to 
which  he  has  given  his  attention  as  a  life  labor,  lie 
is  successfull}- conducting  the  vocation  of  a  general 
farmer,  keeping  up  the  improvements  on  the  home- 
stead, and  displaying  many  of  the  qualities  which 
led   his  father  to  success  in  the  same  field  of  labor. 

The  chosen  companion  of  Mr.  Senholtz  was  known 
in  her  maidenhood  as  Miss  Minnie  ^Vehrnlann.  She 
was  born  in  the  same  township  as  her  husband,  .Ian- 
nary  1!).  18G8,  and  reared  and  educated  here  under 
the  oversight  of  worthy  parents  who  had  removed 
hence  from  Germany  at  an  early  day.  They  im- 
proved a  farm  which  they  still  make  their  home. 
The  happy  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Senholtz  has  been 
blest  by  the  birth  of  one  child,  Amcl.  Mr.  Senholtz 
is  a  Republican  and  both  he  and  his  wife  have 
good  standing  in  the  Lutheran  Church. 

The  father  of  him  of  whom  we  write  was  Fred 
Senholiz,  Sr..  who  was  born  in  Germany  and  there 
reared    to   agricultural    pursuits.     In    1848,    when 


about  of  age,  he  came  to  the  Uniteil  States  and 
journeying  from  the  coast  to  Chicago  found  tin- 
ployment  in  that  vicinity  for  some  time.  In  ('ook 
County  he  was  married  to  Miss  Augusta  Trubc, 
who  was  liorn  iji  the  Fatherland  and  when  a  young 
woman  crossed  the  Atlantic,  living  in  Chicago  until 
her  marriage.  The  young. cou|)le  soon  came  to 
Will  County  and  securing  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  wild  land  in  Washington  Townshi|),  made 
that  their  home  during  the  balance  of  their  lives. 

The  estate  was  increased  to  two  hundied  and 
eight}-  acres  and  placed  under  excellent  imjirovc- 
ment  and  cultivation.  There  three  sons  and  three 
daughters  were  born  to  the  worthy  couple,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  union  being  the  second  son  and  child. 
Hut  one  of  the  fraternal  band  has  been  called  from 
time  to  eternity.  The  mother  breathed  her  last  in 
1875,  when  past  fifty  years  of  age.  She  was  a  life- 
long member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  had  been  an 
etlieient  companion  and  a  devoted  mother.  The 
father  lived  to  the  age  of  sixty-four  years,  dying 
June  28,  1886.  He  left  the  reputation  of  a  good 
citizen,  a  hardworking  man  and  a  consistent  mem- 
l)er  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Republican. 


RANCIS  L.  KKRCHEVAL.  This  gentle- 
S^  man  is  one  of  the  leading  young  men  of 
Nevv  Lenox  Township,  a  position  to  which 
his  intelligence,  business  enei'g}-  and  good  charHc- 
ter  fairly  entitle  him.  His  father  was  the  late 
James  C.  Kerche\:d,  wlici  was  born  in  Prel.ile 
County.  Ohio.  August  Id.  IMO.  His  mother  was 
.\nna  Roundtree.  who  was  lioni  in  North  Carolina, 
January  5,  1820.  The  Roundtree  family  removed 
from  North  Carolina  to  Indiana  about  the  year 
1825,  settling  near  Crawfordsville,  Montgomery 
County,  at  which  place  the  parents  of  our  subject 
were  married  in  the  year  1841. 

At  that  time  James  C.  Kercheval  was  a  resident 
of  New  Lenox  Township,  having  come  to  Will 
County  in  the  fall  of  18-30.  He  was,  therefore,  one 
of  the  ver}' earliest  settlejs  in  the  count>'.  and  as 
such  deserves  grateful  remembrance  for  his  assist- 
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auce  in  the  early  work  of  development  to  which 
the  resiilents  of  the  county  are  indebted  fur  tlieir 
beautiful  estates  and  tlie  many  comforts  and  con- 
veniences which  surround  them.  He  brought  his 
bride  to  this  township,  making  a  home  on  Maple 
Street,  where  j-ears  of  happy  wedded  life  were 
spent  and  a  useful  career  pursued  by  both  husband 
and  wife.  Mr.  Kercheval  breathed  his  last  Feb- 
iiary  6,  1873,  after  having  secured  the  esteem  of 
those  about  him.  His  widow  survived  until  Feb  • 
uar}'  7,  1888,  when  she  too  entered  into  rest,  leav- 
ing behind  her  a  record  of  good  deeds  and  kind 
words  which  affords  a  pleasing  remembrance  to 
ail  who  love  I  her. 

The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  .1.  C.  Kerciieval  in- 
cluded twelve  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  in- 
fancy. The  record  of  those  who  lived  to  grow  up 
is  as  follows;  Mary  J.  became  the  wife  of  Francis 
Granger  and  died  in  New  Lenox  Township,  in  Oc- 
tober, 188"2;  Charles  E.  resides  near  the  city  of 
Joliol;  Sarah  E.  is  the  wife  of  H.  C.  Larsh,  of 
CrawfordsviUe,  Ind. ;  Martha  1.  is  the  wife  of  Dr. 
.lames  McCann,  of  Normal,  this  State;  Annie  E.  is 
the  widow  of  Elvis  D.  Lynk,  who  died  in  the  vil- 
lage of  New  Lenox,  in  July,  1879;  Margaret  died 
when  twelve  j'ears  old ;  Winlield  S.  lives  in  Joliet 
Township;  F'rancis  L.,  of  whom  we  write,  and 
Frances  F.  are  twins;  Albert  K.  lives  in  Joliet 
TovvnshiiJ. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  New 
Lenox  Township,  November  17,  1859,  and  with 
the  exception  of  one  year  that  township  has  been 
his  home  during  his  entire  life.  He  was  educated 
in  the  township  schools  and  in  the  city  of  Joliet, 
becoming  well-versed  in  practical  knowledge  and 
laying  the  foundation  for  his  present  fund  of  infor- 
mation. He  was  engaged  in  mercantile  business 
in  the  village  of  New  Lenox  for  two  and  a  half 
years  and  was  also  em])loj'ed  as  a  clerk  there  for 
about  two  years.  With  this  exception  he  has  fol- 
lowed farming.  The  estate  on  which  he  lives  con- 
.sists  of  one  hundred  acres  on  section  5,  which  was 
the  old  homestead  of  his  father.  The  buildings 
which  stand  upon  it  arc  well  built  and  adequate, 
the  dwelling  being  especially  noticeable  for  its 
substantial  and  comfortable  appearance  and  the 
taste  which  is  manifested  in  its  surroundings.    Va- 


rious other  improvements  have  been  made  upon 
the  farm  which  is  conducted  according  to  the  most 
improved  methods.  Mi'.  Kercheval  showing  him- 
self an  able  agriculturist. 

The  many  sterling  qualities  of  INIiss  Emma  F. 
Lynk  won  the  regard  of  Mr.  Kercheval,  who  was 
prospered  in  his  wooing,  winning  that  lady's  con- 
sent to  be  his  wife.  Their  marriage  rites  were 
celebrated  in  Joliet,  May,  26,  1880,  and  happiness 
has  follovved  their  union.  Mrs.  Kercheval  is  the 
younger  of  two  children  born  to  Tunis  and  Lydia 
A.  (Hartshorn)  Lynk,  the  other  child  having  died 
in  infancy.  Mr.  Tunis  Lynk  was  a  native  of  New 
York,  and  his  wife,  formerly  Lydia  A.  Hartshorn, 
was  born  in  the  State  of  ^'ermont.  Her  mother 
died  in  New  Lenox  Township,  January  15,  1877, 
and  her  father  is  now  living  in  Lawte}',  Bradford 
County,  Fla.  Mrs.  Kercheval  was  born  May  18, 
18G1.  in  the  town.shi|)  which  is  still  her  home.  She 
is  the  niolhev  of  two  sons — Frank  C.  and  James  F. 

Mr.  Kercheval  is  a  member  of  the  Republican 
[larty.  His  townsmen  have  shown  their  confidence 
in  his  worili  of  character  and  good  judgment  by 
electing  him  to  the  office  of  Township  Assessor, 
which  position  he  has  now  held  for  five  years.  Mrs. 
Kercheval  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
which  her  husband  also  attends.  Both  are  popu- 
lar members  of  society  and  well-spoken  of  on  all 
sides. 


REDERICK  C.  WILCOX.  Although  but 
little  more  than  thirty  years  of  age,  the 
above-named  gentleman  holds  a  prominent 
place  among  the  business  men  of  Joliet,  and  among 
her  most  public-spirited  and  euterpi'ising  citizens. 
He  is  the  manager  of  the  immense  business  of  the 
Wilcox  Bros'.  Lumber  Yards,  and  of  the  Carriage 
Repository  which  has  been  added  to  the  former 
business,  and  has  place  in  social  orders  and  public 
responsibilities.  Probably  no  man  of  his  years  in 
the  city  that  contains  so  many  fine  business  men, 
can  boast  of  an  e(iual  record  in  worldly  affairs  and 
popular  esteem. 

The  natal  day   of  Frederick  Wilcox  was   March 
29,  1858,  and  his  birthplace  the  city  in  which  he 
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j'et  makes  liis  home.  His  father,  Edimiml  Wilcox, 
is  an  old  settler  and  well-known  resident  licre,  be- 
ing one  of  three  or  four  who  have  lived  here  fifty- 
two  j-ears.  His  biographj-  will  appear  on  another 
page  of  this  volume.  The  lad  was  educated  here, 
and  after  eorai)leting  his  studies  was  engaged  as  a 
clerk  in  the  hardware  store  of  Brooks  &  Co.,  from 
the  age  of  eighteen  until  his  majority,  wiien  he 
went  to  Russell  County,  Kan.  There  he  remained 
some  two  and  a  iialf  years,  returning  to  Joliet  in 
August,  1881. 

At  that  time  our  subject,  with  iiis  brother  Will- 
iam G.  Wilcox,  bought  tiie  entire  lumber  business 
of  the  firm  of  Mason  it  Plants.  Ere  long  the 
brother,  who  was  teller  in  the  First  National  Bank, 
was  elected  cashier  to  take  the  place  made  vacant 
by  the  death  of  the  former  incumbent,  and  our 
subject  became  sole  manager  of  tiie  lumber  luisi 
ness.  He  has  carried  it  on  successfully,  and  now 
has  the  largest  yard  and  trade  in  the  city.  In  May. 
1889,  he  purchased  the  wholesale  yards  of  T.  A. 
Mason,  at  the  Jlichigan  Central  Yards,  and  has 
carried  on  botli  departments  of  tlie  business  since. 

In  1887  Mr.  Wilcox  erected  a  carriage  rejjosi- 
itory,  and  undertook  the  control  of  that  enterprise 
also.  He  has  recentl}'  been  elected  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  of  the  Swan  Carriage  Company,  a  cor- 
porate body  that  was  organized  not  long  since  and 
located  in  this  citj',  the  object  being  to  do  a  whole- 
sale jobbing  business.  Of  this  company  he  was 
one  of  the  organizers.  The  enterprises  in  which 
he  is  eng.aged  call  for  much  wisdom  and  tact  in 
controlling  and  guiding  the  men  empkn'cd,  liut  the 
manager  seems  to  I>e  at^no  loss  to  do  this,  and  to 
push  forward  both  so  as  to  insure  their  increase. 
Nor  do  these  affairs  prevent  him  from  taking  part 
in  other  enterprises  of  a  less  personal  character. 

Mr.  Wilcox  has  held  \  arious  oflicial  stations  in 
societies  and  civic  bodies.  lie  was  Worshipful 
Master  of  Matteson  Lodge,  No.  175,  A.  F.  A-  A.  M., 
in  1878-79;  and  is  now  Kminent  Commander  of 
Jollct  Conimandery  No.  4,  Knights  Tempi.'ir.  He 
was  Master  of  the  Blue  Lodge  at  the  time  of  the 
conclave  in  Washington,  and  took  with  him  to  that 
city  his  entire  corps  of  otHeers.  His  lodge  was 
honored  with  an  invitation  to  confer  and  exem- 
plify the  third  degree  at  Alexandria,  \"a..  in  which 


lodge  Gen.  Washington  belonged,  and  over  which 
he  presided  eight  successive  years.  Mr.  Wilcox 
therefore  occupied  the  same  chair,  conferring  the 
degree  in  the  presence  of  three  hundred  of  the  most 
distinguished  Masons  of  the  United  Statgs.  He  is 
one  of  the  originators  of  the  Joliet  Masonic  Asso- 
ciation, an  institution  gotten  up  for  the  purpose 
of  building  a  Masonic  Temple  in  the  city.  Its 
present  cajiital  is  $60,000,  and  Mr.  Wilcox  is  Treas- 
urer and  Director,  as  well  as  a  member  of  the 
building  committee.  Tlie  intention  is  to  erect  a 
building  on  the  North  side  of  Jefferson  Street,  east 
of  the  Chicago  &  Alton  tracks,  which  will  be  the 
largest  and  finest  edifice  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Wilcox  is  also  now  a  member  of  the  Hoard 
of  Kducation,  and  President  of  the  Union  Club,  a 
large  and  fine  organization,  numliering  in  its  mem- 
l)ership  the  best  elements  of  Joliet  societ}-.  He  is 
likewise  President  of  the  Joliet  Improvement  Com- 
jjany,  a  syndicate  of  property  owners,  organized  in 
1888,  he  being  one  of  the  originators.  He  votes 
witii  the  Democratic  partj'.  As  can  be  seen  bj'  the 
))rief  mention  above,  Mr.  Wilcox  is  a  busy  man, 
manifesting  his  capability  in  a  highly  successful 
business  career,  in  the  aid  of  his  fellow-men  in  their 
efforts  to  upbuild  the  cit}'  and  improve  its  society 
and  material  appearance,  and  filling  a  leading  place 
in  the  community.  He  is  educated  in  a  broad  and 
liberal  sense,   and  possesses  upright  princii>lcs   of 


life. 


C€i^^:^i^Jll^^l 


I  ,  ON.  ri;i  OSGOOD.  Among  the  settlers 
[  jl  of  June,  IK.'id,  came  the  subject  of  this 
y^y  notici'  who  located  in  Joliet  and  began 
1(5))  the  practice  of  law,  being  among  the 
first  attorneys  of  the  embryo  city — his  competitors 
being  Messrs.  Newkirk,  Henderson,  I>oardnian 
and  Wilson.  Mr.  Osgood  in  tiddition  to  his  law 
l)ractice  in  due  time  engaged  in  private  banking 
at  which  he  continued  until  IBG'i. 

In  the  meantime,  having  been  recognized  as  a 
valued  addili<in  to  the  community,  Mr.  O-sgood 
was  electeil  to  various  ollices  and  finally  to  the 
Legislature,  being  elected  to  the  State  Senate  in 
which  he  served  from  18.54  to  1860.     He  was  then 
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nominateil  by  the  Democracy  fis  ;i  member  of 
Congress  f:om  this  district  but  w:is  defeated  by 
(Jwen  Lovejoy.  Subsequently  he  lived  the  life  of 
a  private  citizen,  attending  to  his  law  i>ractice  un- 
til his  death  which  occurred  February  s,  1S71. 
From  the  lime  of  locating  in  .Toilet  his  home  had 
been  at  the  corner  of  Jefferson  and  Eastern  Aven- 
ues, where  he  lived  comfortably  and  surrounded 
himself  and  his  family  with  many  of  the  luxuries 
of  life.  He  left  five  children  at  the  time  of  his 
<leath  all  of  whom  are  living:  havirg  liad  eight  chil- 
dren in  all.  .Tulia  became  the  wife  of  Charles  Scott 
of  Cincinnati  and  died  of  cholera  in  St.  Louis, 
jNIo.  in  1.SG7.  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-two  years; 
Al|>ha  iM.  died  when  six  years  o!d;,()ccar  died 
aged  about  six  months.  The  surviving  sons  are 
Augustus  A.,  Algernon  S.  and  lienry  R.,  all  resi- 
<lents  of  Chicago.  Virginia  A.  is  the  wife  of 
George  S.  House,  a  prominent  attorney  of  Joliet; 
Emma  Aldrich  married  Charles  .Seymour  of  I?a- 
tavia.  >«'.  Y.,  and  they  are  living  in    Oakland,  Cal. 

On  .I.inuary  1,  \So'.).  the  subject  of  this  notice 
was  united  in  marri.nge  with  jMiss  Caroline  V., 
daughter  of  Fenner  and  Emoline  (Wade)  Aldrich. 
Mr.  Aldrich  was  born  in  Massachusetts  in  180.3, 
and  was  a  son  of  <^>ne  of  the  earliest  families  of 
the  Bay  State.  Tlie  iiaternal  grandfather,  David 
Aldrich,  marricil  Miss  Mar}'  Capron,  and  removed 
to  I'ennsylvania  whore  he  took  up  a  large  tract  of 
land  in  the  vicinity  of  Harper,  Susquehanna 
Cduuty.  'J'here  he  and  his  good  wife  spent  the 
leniaiuder  of  their  days.  His  children  later  re- 
moved to  Northern  [llinoi.s.  Ijut  one  son,  Levi, 
went  in  I  852,  to  California.  The  mother  of  Mrs. 
( )sgood  bore  the  maiden  name  of  iMnoliue  Wade; 
she  was  born  in  Connecticut  and  was  tlie  daughter 
of  Sylvanus  and  Mary  (Chace)  '\\'ade,  the  for- 
mer of  whom  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolu- 
lionai-y   ^\'ar. 

Fenner  Aldiich  came  to  Illinois  in  October, 
\X'^4,  settling  in  Will  County,  when  it  w.as  a  part 
of  Cook  County  and  of  which  Mr.  Aldricli  became 
Drputy  ShcrilT  liefore  the  divisi(M).  He  was  also 
proprietor  of  two  iuilels.  the  .Tuliet  House  and 
Exchange  House.  In  D^.'iC,  he  was  elected  the 
Sheriff  of  Will  County,  and  re-elected  in  l.s3i). 
He  enjoyed    a   wiile  acqunintnnee  throughout   the 


county  and  was  universally  liked  on  account  of 
his  genial  disposition.  For  a  time  he  resided  in 
Springfield  and  conducted  the  St.  Xicbolas  House, 
during  which  time  Governor  M.atteson  was  one  of 
his  guests. 

j\lr.  Aldrich  preferring  .Joliet  as  a  place  of  res- 
i<lence,  returned  to  the  city  and  conducted  the 
F]xchange  Hotel  during  the  remainder  qI  his  active 
business  life.  lie  departed  hence  August  .i,  1884. 
He  was  a  Democrat  politically.  The  mother  ijassed 
awa_y  several  j-ears  prior  to  the  decease  of  her  hus- 
band, her  death  taking  place  February  KJ,  1872. 
Mr.  Aldrich  w.as  a  member  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity and  in  religion  was  a  Univers.alist. 

Mrs.  Osgood  was  born  October  3,  1821,  in  Har- 
ford, Susquehanna  County,  Pa.  and  came  to  Jol- 
iet with  her'parents  when  quite  young.  She  ob- 
tained her  education  in  the  city  schools  and  when 
reaching  womanhood  was  married  January  1,  1839, 
to  the  subject  of  this  notice.  Mr.  Osgood  was 
born  December  22,  1809,  in  Preston,  Chenango 
County.  N.  Y.  where  he  lived  until  1836,  coming 
thou  to  -loliet.  Tlie  politics  of  Mr.  Osgood  was  a 
stanch  Democrat.  Many  years  ago  Mr.  and  JSIrs. 
Osgood  joined  the  Universalisl  Ciiurch  and  in  18(il 
tliey  transferred  their  menibershiii  to  the  l^iiisco- 
pal  Church. 


ATSON  F.  TWINING.  Of  honorable  .an- 
cestry, from  whom  he  inherited  sterling 
S^'  qualities  of  mind  and  character,  which 
have  been  developed  under  the  care  and  training 
of  worthy  parents,  this  young  gentleman  is  liear- 
in^  his  part  in  the  battles  of  life  in  a  manner 
which  wins  the  regard  of  those  about  hiiu  and 
causes  him  to  lie  numbered  among  the  most  enter- 
prising of  the  younger  farmers  of  Green  Garden 
Township.  He,  witli  his  brotlier  Dana,  owns  and  oc- 
cupies an  (excellent  farm,  comprising  two  liundred 
and  fort}'  .acres  on  section  17,  tlie  same  being  the 
estate  which  his  father  secured  in  IS.'il,  and  which 
father  and  son  developed  from  the  raw  [irairies  into 
cultivated  fields,  which  producdl  abundantly. 

The  oriuinal  owner  of  this  fine  farm  was   Hiram 
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Twining,  who  w.is  born  in  Townscnil  Townsliii), 
Essex  C'ounr.y,  Mass.,  in  1819.  He  was  reared 
principally  in  New  Hampshire  and  ^'ermont.  and 
followed  fanning  and  dairying  in  the  latter  State 
during  liis  early  manhood.  There  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Betsey  Needham,  a  native  of  Hulland 
County  and  daughter  of  Isaac  Needham.  a  farmer 
and  dairyman. 

In  1851  Hiram  Twining  and  lii<  family,  whieli 
at  that  time  comprised  his  wife  and  two  children, 
located  on  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  which  he 
had  secured  with  a  Government  land  warrant.  He 
Grst  put  up  a  board  shant}%  hauling  the  material 
from  Joliet.  The  breaking  of  his  ground  was  done 
with  a  Loekport  steel  plow  made  by  "Jim"  Lane, 
the  motive  power  being  oxen.  Mr.  Twining  began 
the  dairy  business,  but  it  did  not  prove  a  success, 
as  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  ha}'  and  meet 
with  other  c.atastrophies.  Ele,  therefore,  turned 
his  attention  to  general  farming,  and  this  ventuie 
proved  a  successful  fine.  He  added  one  hundred 
and  sixt}'  acres  of  land  to  that  which  he  al- 
readj-  possessed,  forming  two  farms,  on  each  of 
which  he  had  a  good  set  of  buildings.  He  improved 
his  herd  of  cattle,  those  of  a  high  grade  <ii-  fidl- 
blood  taking  the  place  of  the  animals  he  had. 
-  Jlr.  Twining  was  an  Abolitionist  and  Repub- 
lican. He  belonged  to  the  Christian  Church, but  when 
the  congregation  in  the  neighborhood  was  disorgan- 
ized he  united  with  the  Free-Will  Baptists.  He 
served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  one  term.  His 
death,  which  was  caused  by  heart  disease,  took 
place  Deeemlier  14.  188'J.  His  widow  is  si  ill  liv- 
ing, making  her  home  with  her  son,  our  sul)ject. 
She  is  now  three-score  and  ten  years  old  and  in 
somewhat  delicate  health.  In  addition  to  our  sub- 
ject, her  family  includes  Dan.a  E.,  Leonora  L.  and 
Irena  E..  who  also  live  on  the  liDmeste.id,  and  Jas- 
per E..  who  occupies  a  farm  nf  eighty  aci-cs  south 
iif  his  old  home. 

The  Rev.  Jonathan  'i'uining.  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  the  village  of  Orleans,  on 
Cape  Cod,  and  was  the  son  of  a  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. In  early  life  he  went  with  his  parents  to 
Essex  County,  Mass.,  where  he  married  Eliza  Ees- 
enden,  of  the  old  Bay  State.  His  trade  was  that 
of  a  cooper  and  he  owned  a  shop  in  Essex  County. 


After  a  time  he  removed  to  New  Hampshire, 
where  he  sojourned  but  a  short  jieriod  ere  goinu 
into  Vermont.  In  Rutland  County  he  worked  at 
his  trade  and  at  teaming  until  his  death.  He  was 
an  active  member  of  the  Christian  Church  and  for 
some  }'ears  labored  as  a  minister.  His  widow  came 
to  Illinois  and  died  at  the  home  of  her  son,  Hiram, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-five  .years. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  stands  at  the  head  of 
this  sketch  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  in 
Shrewsbury  Township,  Rutland  County,  \'t..  April 
8,  1818.  He  was  only  a  biibe  when  his  parents  re- 
moved to  this  State,  which  is  the  scene  of  his 
earliest  recollections.  The  broad  prairie  over  which 
herds  of  deer  roamed  at  will,  wolves  and  other 
wild  animals  were  frequentlj^  to  be  seen  and  the 
appearances  of  civilization  were  but  rare,  is  that 
to  which  he  looks  back.  He  was  carefully  reared 
by  his  p.arents,  who  gave  him  every  .advantage  of 
which  their  surroundings  would  admit.  He  attended 
the  first  schoolhouse  which  was  built  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, it  being  District  No.  1.  In  study  In; 
spent  his  time  during  the  summer  until  he  was 
fotu'teen  years  old.  and  from  that  time  until  he  was 
eighteen  enjoyed  similar  privileges  in  the  winter. 
In  the  meantime  he  had  been  assisting,  as  his 
strength  would  permit,  in  the  home  duties,  having 
begun  to  drive  a  team  when  nine  years  old. 

Young  Twining  a.ssisted  his  father  until  he  had 
reached  man's  estate,  after  which  he  began  a  more 
pcr.sonal  career,  although  he  conti-nued  to  reside  on 
the  homestead,  in  the  pajanent  for  which  he  liore  a 
part.  He  carried  on  the  farm  for  his  father  until 
llu^  death  of  the  latter,  and  then  he  took  entire 
charge  of  H.  The  laud  is  all  fenced  .and  is  well 
supplied  with  sul)sl,antial  liuildings  of  various 
kinds,  among  them  being  a  commodious  bam.  -10x8(1 
feet,  which  was  built  in  1878,  a  corncrib,  gi-anarv, 
windmill  and  tank,  creamery,  cic.  Orchards  and 
groves  adorn  the  land,  which  is  fertilized  by  Mud 
Creek,  at  the  he.ad  of  which  it  is  located. 

(icneral  farming  is  the  work  to  which  Mr.  Twin- 
ing gives  his  attention,  and  he  secures  excellent 
croi)s  of  good  grain  by  an  intelligent  use  of  fertil- 
izing agents  and  modern  means  of  cultivation.  He 
raises  high-grade  Short-horn  cattle,  graded  I'o- 
land-China  hogs,  and  good  draft  horses,  seven  hea<1 
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of  the  Latter  being  kept  ami  three  teams  constantly 
used  upon  the  farm. 

Mr.  Twining  was  Township  Supervisor  in  1886, 
and  succeeded  H.  II.  Stassen,  the  present  County 
Clerk.  His  father  acted  as  School  Director,  School 
Trustee,  and  delegate  to  county  conventions,  and 
the  son  is  following  in  his  father's  footsteps  as  a 
useful  public  servant.  He  is  a  Republican  of  the 
stanchest  kind  and  has  served  his  party  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Central  Committee.  During  two  terms 
of  court  he  has  sat  upon  the  [ictit  jury.  Ilis  re- 
ligious belief  is  that  expressed  in  the  creed  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  He  and  the  other  members  of  the 
family  circle  are  numbered  among  the  best  citizens 
of  the  section,  iiaving  an  unusual  degree  of  intelli- 
gence, good  breeding  and  honorable  principle. 


\f  OHN  J.  WALZ.  The  life  of  this  gentleman 
shows  in  a  striking  manner  what  can  be  ac- 
complished by  persistency  and  diligence, 
l^i^A/'  backed  by  honorable  conduct  toward  man- 
kintl.  From  the  position  of  a  ])oor  bo}'  he  has 
risen  ki  that  of  a  man  of  means,  the  owner  of  a 
large  amount  of  real  estate,  including  three  hun- 
dred and  twcnt}-  acres  in  New  Lenox  Townsliip, 
and  Lliirlcen  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Ellsworth 
Count}  ,  Kan.  The  farm  lands  of  Ellsworth,  Kan. 
belonging  to  ou-r  subject  are  quite  valuable,  eighty 
acres  of  them  being  laid  out  in  town  lots  in  the 
beautiful  city  of  Ellsworth,  which  is  the  county 
scat  of  Ellsworth  County,  besides  being  under- 
hiiil  with  a  vein  of  salt  one  liundred  and  fifty-four 
feet  thick  and  it  being  !)7  per  cent.  pure.  \Viiile  yet 
a  youth  he  landed  in  New  Yoi'k,  "a  str.aiiger  in  a 
strange  land,"  with  ten  francs  in  money  (less  than 
two  dollars)  ami  the  lirst  money  he  earned  in 
America  was  sent  to  his  father  to  repay  the  indebt- 
edness for  his  passage  monev.  Under  circum- 
stances which  would  have  discouraged  many, 
young  Wal7.  began  the  course  of  persevering  in- 
dustry which  has  resulted  in  si>i\uing  to  hiui  the 
line  estate  already  mentioned. 

The  gentleman  of  whom   we  write   is    the    eldest 
of  three  sons  born  to  Daniel  and  M.arnarettn  (Knlni- 


bach)  Walz,  his  brothers  bearing  the  names  of  Dan- 
iel and  George  C.  His  father  was  born  in  Wal- 
dorf, and  his  mother  in  Spieldberg,  both  towns  in 
the  kingdom  of  Wurtemburg,  which  forms  a  part 
of  the  Germanic  confederation.  Both  parents  died 
in  their  native  land.  In  Waldorf,  he  of  whom  we 
write  was  born  F'ebruar}^  5,  1836.  He  acquired  a 
good  fundamental  education  and  learned  the  trade 
of  a  book-hinder  prior  to  leaving  his  native  land, 
which  he  did  in  April.  1854,  embarking  in  a  sail- 
ing vessel  which  reached  New  York  the  last  of 
June.  In  the  metropolis  3'oung  AValz  remained 
nine  months,  after  which  he  went  to  Torrington, 
Litchfield  County,  Conn.,  where  he  worked  on  a 
farm  for  §8  a  month. 

In  December,  18.56,  Mr.  Walz  left  Connecticut 
to  become  a  resident  of  Will  County,  111.  Here 
he  took  a  contract  with  another  man  to  cut  two 
hundred  cords  of  wood  and  in  the  spring  began 
working  by  the  month  for  different  farmers  in  New 
Lenox  Township.  He  continued  to  work  in  this 
w.ay  for  several  years,  even  after  he  had  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  land,  which  he  was  able  to  do  in 
the  spring  of  18GI.  Tliis  he  rented  until  1.SG6. 
In  the  spring  of  18G3,  lie  went  to  California,  re- 
maining on  the  Pacific  coast  three  years  and  while 
there  engaging  in  different  occui)alions.  On  his 
return  to  the  Prairie  State  he  purchased  an  addi- 
tional eighty  acres  of  lanil  and  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  the  cultivation  of  his  own  farm.  He  has  ' 
increased  the  acreage  still  more  and  erected  thereon 
an  excellent  set  of  buildings,  including  a  pleasant 
dwelling,  commodious  barns,  granaries  arid  other 
outljuildings. 

At  the  honic  of  the  l>ride"s  parents  in  New  Lenox 
Township,  April  6,  l.S(;,s.  the  i-ites  of  wedlock  were 
celebrated  between  Mr.  Wal/.  and  IMiss  Henrietta 
A.  Stricher.  This  lad}'  was  born  in  Mecklenburg, 
Germany.  November  2(1.  181(!,  being  the  fifth  in 
a  family  of  six  children.  I ler  brother  and  sisters 
are  named  So|ihi:i,  Louis,  Louisa,  Carolina  and 
Fredericka.  Her  paients,  Frederick  and  >ophia 
(Freier)  Stricher, were  born  in  the  Duchy  of  Meck- 
lenlturg  and  lived  there  until  the  latter  part  of  the 
'r)(1s  when  they  emigrated  to  America.  They  came 
to  this  county  and  located  in  Green  Garden  Town- 
ship,    whence     they    afterward     removed    to    New 
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Lenox  Township  where  Mr.  Stricher  died  in  1880. 
Mrs.  Stricher  is  still  living  and  makes  her  home 
with  our  subject.  Mrs.  Walz  was  well  educated 
and  from  her  honored  parents  received  good  in- 
struction in  the  principles  of  right  living  and  the 
useful  habits  in  which  the  German  women  excel, 
wiiile  her  manners  are  marked  with'the  friendliness 
and  courtesy  which  everywhere  win  regard,  ller 
happy  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  seven 
cliildrcn — Addie  L.,  George  A..  Frank  H.,  Arthur 
L..  Sadie  A..  Florence  E.  and  Estella  H.  Of  these, 
Frank,  Arthur  and  Sadie  are  dead. 

Mr.  Walz  has  been  Highway  Commissioner  and 
School  Director,  in  these  public  stations  as  in  his 
personal  affairs  exhibiting  zeal  and  good  judgment. 
In  politics,  he  is  a  Republican,  firmly  believing 
tliat  by  that  party  the  best  interest  of  the  Nation 
will  be  advanced.  The  famil}-  attends  the  Ger- 
man Lutheran  Church,  supporting  it  by  means  and 
influence.  It  is  needless  to  state  that  Mr.  Walz  is 
highly  respected,  not  simply  because  he  is  a  man 
i-f  means,  but  because  his  character  is  an  honor- 
able one.  The  younger  members  of  his  family  are 
worthy  descendants  of  parents  whom  they  regard 
with  lijving  reverence. 

.^^-^.IMOTHY  L.  MILLER.  No  visitor  to  this 
|i^^  county  would  long  be  unfamiliar  witii  the 
^^Jy  name  and  personality  of  the  gentleman  above 
named,  who  is  widely  known  to  stockmen  and 
others  as  one  to  whom  the  advancement  of  tiic 
cattle  interests  in  this  section  is  largely  due.  He 
has  undoubtedly  done  more  to  introduce  fine  Here- 
fi<ril  cattle  than  any  other  man  in  this  vicinity, 
and  ranks  as  one  of  the  leaders  in  stock-raising  in 
the  entire  State.  Not  less  than  i^l  00,000  has  been 
spent  by  him  in  this  direction,  and  at  all  the 
[irominent  expositions  he  carries  off  his  share  of 
laurels  on  the  slock  exhibited.  He  became  promi- 
nent as  the  owner  of  the  famous  bull,  Success, 
wliich  has  a  wonderful  record  for  his  fine  descend- 
ants, and  went  far  to  popularize  the  noble  breed. 
Mr.  Miller  began  the  introduction  of  Herefords 
In    the    spring    of    1872,  when   he  introduced  Sir 


Charles,  No.  543,  from  the  Province  of  Ontario, 
Canada.  He  subsequently  became  the  owner  of 
Success,  whom  he  imported  from  Herefordshire, 
England,  by  the  side  of  his  dam  when  he  was  three 
months  old.  This  animal  was  regarded  as  the  great- 
est of  his  breed  in  the  world,  Lord  Wilton  of  Eng- 
land not  excepted.  Mr.  Miller  refused  825,000 
for  him,  and  kept  him  until  his  dcalli  in  the  fall  of 
1886. 

Mr.  Miller  claims  that  eighty  per  cent,  of  his 
herd  are  daughters  and  granddaughters  of  this 
famous  animal.  The  present  head  of  the  herd  is 
Conqueror,  the  son  of  Success  from  Leonora  III., 
the  dam  being  the  sister  of  Mrs.  Edwards  Leonora, 
which  was  regarded  as  the  best  cow  of  England. 
Foremost  among  the  other  animals  are  Dictator 
and  Grove  Turner,  the  latter  being  the  grandson 
of  Lord  AVilton  on  the  sire's  side  and  of  Grove 
III.  on  the  dam's  side.  The  entire  herd  consists 
of  about  two  hundred  fine  animals,  three-fourths 
of  which  are  cows  and  heifers,  and  represent  some 
of  the  finest  strains  in  this  countrj'. 

Mr.  Miller  was  born  in  Middletown,  Conn.,  April 
7,  1817,  and  is  a  representative  of  fine  old  New 
England  families  of  English  and  German  descent. 
He  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  place,  receiving 
as  good  an  education  as  New  England  afiforded  in 
her  common  schools.  He  removed  to  Summit 
County,  Ohio,  in  1812,  purchasing  his  first  land 
two  years  later,  and  living  upon  it  until  185G.  He 
then  came  to  Illinois,  immediatel}'  after  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad,  securing 
(jlovernment  land  in  this  county.  His  first  pur- 
chase was  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  which  was 
subsequently  increased  until  his  estate  amounted 
to  over  six  hunilred  acres,  all  of  which  is  highly 
ini[)rovecl  and  about  half  drained  by  tiling.  All 
of  the  outbuildings  are  first-class,  the  immense 
slock  barn  being  one  hundred  and  eighty  feet 
square,  and  so  arranged  as  to  shelter  three  hun- 
dred head  of  cattle  and  feed  to  supply  the  whole. 
Tlie  residence  is  one  of  the  largest  in  the  State, 
being  two  lumdred  and  four  feet  long;  it  is  built 
in  seclions,  the  main  building  on  the  west,  office  in 
the  center,  contains  twenlj-five  sleeping  rooms, 
and  is  well  designed  for  the  pleasure  and  accommo- 
dation of  the  household  and  the  numerous  visitors 
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who  enjoy  its  hospitality.  A  cellar  is  built  under 
the  entire  edifice. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Tiniotliy  B.  Miller, 
a  native  of  Midilletown,  Cunn.,  and  the  son  of 
Peter  Miller,  who  was  born  in  Prussia  and  there 
educated  for  the  ministry.  He  did  not  follow  the 
ministerial  profession,  but"  coming  to  America 
when  a  young  man,  settled  in  Connecticut  and  de- 
voted himself  to  business.  He  married  a  Miss 
Joyce,  who  came  of  English  parentage,  and  both 
died  in  New  England  at  an  advanced  age.  The}- 
were  members  of  tiie  Episcopal  Church.  Timothy 
H.  Miller  early  in  life  learned  the  liusiness  of  a 
slioe  manufacturer,  which  he  followed  for  some 
years,  later  becoming  a  trader  in  meats,  continu- 
ing in  this  business  during  the  remainder  of  his 
active  life.  He  removed  lo  Ohio  in  1846,  dying 
tliere  a  few  years  later. 

InMiddletown,  Conn.,  the  fatiier  of  our  subject 
was  married  to  Miss  INLar^-  Hughes  Pierce,  a  native 
of  that  city  and  the  daughter  of  an  English  couple 
who  lias  resided  in  Boston  during  the  Revolution- 
ary War.  They  subsequently  removed  to  Middle- 
town,  where  Mr.  Pierce  for  many  years  had  the 
management  of  a  brewery.  Mrs.  Timothy  B. 
Miller  after  the  deatli  of  her  luisljand  came  to  Illi- 
nois, and  lived  with  her  children  in  this  State 
until  1886,  when  siie  was  called  hence  at  the  ad- 
vance<l  age  of  eigiity-six  years.  Her  demise  took 
Ijhicc  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Edward 
Mize,  of  Chicago.  She  and  her  husband  were 
iictive  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  They 
were  the  parents  of  six  children,  two  of  whom  died 
young  and  one  in  mature  years.  The  survivors 
are:  our  subject,  who  was  the  first-born;  Charles 
R.,  a  business  man  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ;  and  the 
daugliter  before  named. 

The  first  marriage  of  tlie  gentleman  with  whose 
name  this  sketch  is  introduced  took  place  at  tlie 
bride's  home  in  Mi  Idletown,  Conn.  His  chosen 
companion  was  Miss  Abigail,  S.  Elliott,  who  was 
born  in  that  place,  was  carefully  reared  by  excel- 
leiit  parents,  and  well  educated.  Her  parents  were 
(Jiark  and  Almira  ((iiUett)  Elliott,  who  belonged 
tn  iironiincnt  New  England  families  and  were  also 
unlives  of  Connecticut.  Mr.  Elliott  was  a  earriage- 
inuker  in  liis   earl}-  life,   but  in  later  3'oars  devoted 


his  attention  to  general  merchandising.  He  died 
in  his  native  State  wlien  about  three-score-and-ten 
j'ears  old.  Mrs.  Elliott  survived  him  some  3'ears, 
dying  in  1888  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  ninet3'-five. 
Both  were  members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

Their  daughter,  Mrs.  Miller,  shared  her  hus- 
band's J03'S  and  sorrows  until  1858,  when  in  the 
prime  of  life  she  was  called  from  time  to  eternity. 
She  was  the  mother  of  five  children,  dying  at  the 
birth  of  the  last,  who  was  christened  Henry,  and 
who  died  when  three  years  of  age.  The  surviving 
offspring  of  this  marriage  are:  Kate  E.,  wife  of 
George  B.  Woodward,  who  has  charge  of  the 
branch  house  of  the  Fairbanks  Scale  Company  in 
St.  I'aul,  Minn.;  Abbie  A.,  the  wife  of  Frank 
Gould,  a  wholesale  merchant  of  Chicago,  whose 
residence  is  in  Evanston;  Mary  P.,  wife  of  Albert  C. 
Reed,  who  resides  in  Crete,  this  county,  and  does 
business  as  a  broker  in  Chicago;  and  Timothy  E., 
a  farmer  of  Washington  Township. 

The  lady  who  now  presides  over  Mr.  Miller's 
home  became  his  wife  in  Rockford,  prior  to  which 
time  she  had  borne  the  name  of  Anna  E.  Hodges. 
She  was  born  in  Clarendon,  Vt.,  July  22,  1828, 
being  a  daughter  of  Silas  W.  and  Polly  (Gillett) 
Hodges.  Her  jiarents  were  natives  of  Vermont 
and  Connecticut  resitoctivel}',  and  of  New  Eng- 
land parentage.  The  father  was  a  son  of  Dr.  Silas 
Hodges,  a  prominent  physician  who  died  in  Clar- 
endon in  1804,  at  the  .age  of  sixt^'-one  years.  The 
mother  belonged  to  a  family  of  seafaring  people. 
The  old  stock  in  both  lines  were  Congregationalists 
in  religion.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Miller  were  mar- 
ried in  Rutland  County,  Vt.,  and  there  the  mother 
died  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years,  and  the  father  at 
the  age  of  seventy-two.  He  had  been  a  farmer, 
merchant  and  owner  of   a  marble  quarry. 

Mrs.  Anna  Miller  w.as  educated  in  Holyoke, 
Mass.,  and  there  acquired  an  excellent  mental 
training  and  develo(»ment,  together  with  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  high  principles  which  should  animate 
womanhood.  She  came  to  Rockford,  111.,  after 
reaching  maturity.  She  is  the  mother  of  one  child, 
a  daughter,  Abbie,  who  died  in  infanc}^  She  and 
her  husband  have  been  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  for  many  years.  Mr.  Miller  is  a 
genial  man  who  takes  great   pleasure   in   showing 
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visitors  over  liis  fine  estate,  and  his  stock  is  by  no 
means  overlooked.  The  good  cheer  of  the  mansion 
is  dispensed  with  grace  by  his  wife,  whose  culture 
and  refinement  fit  her  for  anj-  circle  of  society. 
Mr.  Miller  was  formerlv  a  Democrat,  and  was 
President  of  the  Hickory  Club  in  Middletown, 
Conn.,  in  1840,  but  since  the  organization  of  the 
Republicau  party  he  has  taken  his  place  in  its 
ranks. 

Elsewhere  in  this  volume  appears   a  lithographic 
portrait  of  Mr.  Miller. 


^■>ILLIAM  II.  HUNTER,  coal  dealer  in  Jol- 
A\'A-;<y  iet,  is  a  native  of  this  city,  in  which  he 
was  born  August  1,  1854.  He  is  a  son  of 
Thomas  K.  and  Lucinda  (Smith)  Hunter,  the  for- 
mer of  whom  was  born  in  Sullivan  County,  N.  Y., 
Febru.iry  2.  1818,  and  c«me  to  Will  County,  111., 
in  1.S37.  En  route  to  this  place  he  stopped  at 
Crand  Haven,  Mich.,  for  a  time,  and  after  arriving 
in  Jojiet  opened  a  smithy,  he  being  a  blacksmith. 
In  1849  he  was  attacked  by  the  gold  fever,  and 
went  to  California,  where  he  was  very  successful 
during  the  one  short  year  he  remained  there.  On 
his  return,  in  1850,  he  built  a  residence  on  the 
corner  of  Oneida  and  Broadway'  Streets.  In  1854, 
lie  began  the  propagation  of  fruit,  opening  a  nur- 
sery in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  city,  which  he 
eontiinied  until  1882.  He  enjo3-ed  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  w.is  twice 
elected  bj'  them  to  a  place  in  the  city  council, 
lie  died  April  22,  1888.  His  wife,  the  mother  of 
William  H.,  died  March  25,  1882. 

Tlic  above-named  Thomas  R.  Iluntoi'  was  mar- 
ried July  23,  1845,  to  Miss  Lucinda,  daughter  of 
D.'uton  and  Fatha  Smith,  both  of  whom  were 
early  settlers  of  this  county,  to  which  they  had 
come  fi-om  Indiana,  in  1835.  For  many  3ears  Mr. 
Smith  was  a  Justice  of  the  Peace.  Originally  a 
Tcnnesseean,  in  politics  he  was  a  pronounced  Dem- 
ocrat, and  during  the  war.  when  he  believed  that 
slavery  was  doomed,  he  said  he  hoped  he  would  not 
be  spared  to  see  the  bl.n.-ks  liberated.  Altliougli  the 
Emancipation  Proclamation  was  issued  prior  to  his 


death  he  did  not  witness  much  of  its  effect,  and 
may  almost  be  said  to  have  realized  his  wish  as  he 
died  September  22,  18G3.  The  union  of  Thomas 
K.  Hunter  and  Lucinda  Smith  was  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  two  children:  Fatha  E.,  wife  of  J.  Q.  A. 
King,  of  Kans.as  City,  Mo.;  and  AVilliam  H.,  of 
whom  we  write.  The  devoted  mother  preceded 
husband  to  her  long  home,  d^'ing  March  15,  1882. 
She  also  was  a  native  of  Tennessee.  The  ancestry 
of  the  Hunter  family  is  traced  back  to  Scotland  on 
the  one  hand  and  through  the  Davenports  to  Col- 
onists who  came  to  America  in  the  good  ship  "May- 
fiower." 

The  boyhood  of  our  subject  was  passed  in  Jol- 
ict  in  acquiring  a  common-school  education,  and 
laying  the  foundation  for  the  habits  which  mark 
his  life.  The  coal  trade  possessed  a  great  attraction 
for  him,  and  his  first  business  venture  was  to  pur- 
chase an  interest  with  Ferdinand  Munch.  A  short 
time  afterward  we  find  him  in  partnership  with 
Fro}^  (t  Hawkins,  and  after  a  j-e.ar  of  this  associa- 
tion, he  bought  out  the  interest  of  Mr.  Frey,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  second  3-ear  that  of  Mr.  Hawkins. 
From  a  comparatively  small  beginning,  he  built 
up  the  coal  tr.ade  to  large  diraemsions  and  w.as 
compelled  through  increase  of  business  to  greatly 
enlarge  his  facilities  for  handling  "black  dia- 
monds." 

From  the  smallest,  the  business  of  Mr.  Hunter 
has  become  the  largest  in  the  county.  In  1881  he 
associated  Mr.  O.  W.  Curtis  with  himself,  but  a 
year  ago  again  assumed  entire  control  of  the 
trade.  Step  by  step,  tiirough  singleness  of  pur- 
pose and  the  practice  of  strict  integriti',  Mr.  Hunter 
has  climbed,  round  by  round,  the  ladder  of  success. 
He  attends  strictly  to  business,  taking  but  little 
part  in  politics,  although  an  ardent  Republican. 
Social Ij'  he  stands  high  in  popular  esteem. 

He  was  married,  November  13.  1878,  to  Miss 
Mollie  P.  Turner,  of  Lockport,  this  county.  Two 
children  have  been  born  to  them:  Carrie  L.,  Au- 
gust 17,187'.);  and  Robert  S;unuel,  October  17, 
1  8.S  1. 

S.  S.  Turner,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Hunter,  was  a 
native  of  Berwick,  Pa.,  whence  he  came  to  Illi- 
nois, in  1851.  He  was  a  moulder  and  pattern 
maker,  but  finding  little  to  do  in  this  line,  in  the 
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comparatively  new  West  to  which  he  had  come,  he 
employed  himself  in  boat  building  and  carpenter- 
ing. At  that  time  the  heavy  business  done  by 
canal,  made  boat  building  a  most  desirable  indus- 
try. He  died  May  25,  1882,  that  being  his  six- 
tieth birthday.  Ilis  first  wife,  the  mother  of  Mrs. 
Hunter,  Mrs.  Caroline  Turner,  had  breathed  her 
last  December  24,  1860. 


(j^^jHOMAS  LARKIN.  Among  the  wcU-regu- 
M^\  laled  liomes  of  Joliet  Townshi[)  none  have 
^^i^  about  them  an  air  of  greater  comfort  and 
content  than  that  which  has  been  l>uill  up  by  the 
joint  efforts  of  Mr.  Larkiu  and  his  estimalile  wife. 
They  make  no  pretensions  to  elegance  in  their 
style  of  living,  but  have  plenty  to  eat,  drink  and 
wear  and  .something  laid  b^'  for  a  rainy  day.  It  is 
possible  that  in  their  modest  home  tliere  is  vastly 
more  genuine  happiness  tlian  is  to  lie  found  in  a 
palace. 

A  native  of  County  Galway,  Ireland,  Mr.  Lar- 
kin  was  born  in  the  year  1838,  and  is  the  son  of 
Kdwin  and  Mary  (Kelley)  Larkin,  who  were  also 
natives  of  the  Emerald  Isle  and  who  spent  their 
entire  lives  there.  Thomas  lived  with  his  jiarents 
until  a  young  man  of  twenty  years  and  then  re- 
solved to  seek  his  fortunes  in  America.  Repair- 
ing to  Belfast,  he  embarked  on  a  sailing  vessel 
wliicli,  after  a  journey  of  four  weeks,  landed  him 
safely  in  New  York  City.  Soon  leaving  the  great 
metropolis,  he  turned  his  steps  toward  the  far 
West,  coming  to  this  county  and  for  two  years 
was  in  the  employ  of  the  Rock  Island  Railroad 
Corapan}'.  After  lliis  he  engaged  in  farming, 
working  by  the  month  for  about  three  years.  At 
the  expiralioTi  of  this  time  he  had  saved  a  Utile 
money  and  taking  unto  himself  a  wife  and  help- 
mate, rented  a  farm  in  Loekport  Township,  which 
he  operated  successfully  for  several  years.  Next 
he  purchased  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives,  se- 
curing at  first  eighty  acres  and  later  added  to  his 
landed  possessions,  so  that  besides  this  farm  which 
now  embraces  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  he 
has  eighty  acres  in  Troy   Townsliip.     The   whole 


is  in  a  good  state  of  cultivation  and  the  home 
farm  is  supplied  with  neat  and  substantial  build- 
ings. 

The  marriage  of  Thomas  Larkin  and  Miss  Ellen 
Goss  was  celebrated  at  the  bride's  home  in  Joliet 
in  the  year  1859.  Mrs.  Larkiu  was  born  in 
County  Queens,  Ireland,  about  1840,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Anthony  and  Catherine  (Downy) 
Goss  who  were  likewise  natives  of  that  county, 
where  they  spent  their  entire  lives.  The  father 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  the  parental  fam- 
ily comprised  six  children. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larkin  there  have  been  born 
five  children,  all  living  and  named  respectively, 
Edward,  Mary,  Thomas,  Bernard  and  Agnes.  Mary 
is  the  wife  of  Frank  McManus  and  they  live  in 
Loekport  Township.  Mr.  Larkin,  politically  is  a 
pronounced  Democrat,  well  informed,  progressive 
in  his  ideas  and  possessing  more  than  ordinary  in- 
telligence. He  has  served  as  School  Director  in 
his  district  and  Overseer  of  Highways.  Both  he 
and  his  estimable  wife  belong  to  the  Catholic 
Church.  Mr.  Larkin  before  making  permanent 
settlement  crossed  the  Mississippi  into  Missouri, 
but  not  liking  the  country  returned  and  he  thinks 
there  is  no  section  which  in  all  respects  is  equal 
to  the  Prairie  State. 


J^^^NDREW  .1.  LINEBARGER.  Probably 
'lM  no  section  of  country  has  advanced  more 
li  rajiidly  tlian  that  of  Northern  Illinois  and 
this  has  been  wholly  owing  to  the  character 
of  the  men  who  first  made  settlement  here.  They 
encountered  many  diflieulties  during  the  first  years 
of  their  sojourn  in  the  Prairie  State,  but  they  came 
equipped,  not  so  much  with  worldly  goods  as  the 
spirit  of  lesolution  and  perseverance  which  admitted 
no  such  word  as  "fail."  They  battled  with  the 
elements  of  a  new  soil,  the  inconvenience  of  rude 
farming  implements  and  imperfect  transportation 
of  their  produce,  and  have  lived  to  see  prosperity 
smiling  upon   their  labors. 

He    with  whose  name  we  introduce   this  sketch 
deserves    more    than  a  passing  mention  in  noting 
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the  early  settlers  of  Will  County-.  He  is  the  son  of 
one  of  its  most  worthy  pioneers  and  was  born  at 
his  father's  old  homestead  in  Jackson  Township, 
January  7,  1834.  Ilis  father,  Henry  Linebargcr, 
was  a  native  of  North  Carolina  while  liis  mother 
who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Nancy  Ilougliam, 
was  a  native  of  Ohio.  Henrj'  Linebarger  came  to 
Illinois  in  the  fall  of  1832,  accompanied  by  his 
brother  George,  then  went  back  to  Indiana,  and  in 
the  spring  of  1833,  retnrned  to  Will  County, 
where  he  spent  the  following  snmmer  and  in  the 
fall  of  the  year  went  back  to  Park  Comity,  liid., 
for  his  family.  They  settled  on  section  21,. lack- 
son  Township,  in  the  month  of  November,  at  a 
time  when  the  country  was  very  thinly  settled  and 
there  they  continued  to  live  until  called  from  their 
earthly  labors.  The  fatiier  died  September  8. 
1842,  when  comparalivel3'  a  young  man.  The 
mother  survived  her  husband  for  the  long  period 
of  thirty-tive  years,  remaining  a  widow,  and  de- 
parted this  life  April  22.  1877. 

To  tile  (larcnls  of  our  subject  there  was  born  a 
family  of  seven  children,  of  whom  Andrew  J., 
was  the  third.  He  has  been  a  life  long  resident  of 
Jackson  Townshii)  and  obtained  his  education 
mostlj'  ill  the  log  schoolhouse  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  his  father's  farm.  After  the  lalter's 
death  he  remained  with  his  mother  until  his  mar- 
riage. This  interesting  and  important  event 
occurred  April  30,  18,50,  at  Joliet,  111.,  the  bride 
being  Miss  Eliz,abeth,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Frances  (Hildebrand)  Phillips.  Soon  after  their 
marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Linebarger  settled  upon 
the  land  which  they  now  own  and  occupj-,  and 
which  comprises  four  hundred  and  thirty  five  broad 
acres  on  section  20.  Here  the}'  have  since  made 
their  home.  The  household  circle  was  completed 
by  the  birth  of  three  children,  the  eldest  of  whom, 
a  son,  Lewis  II.,  is  a  banker  in  Peotone,  this  Slate; 
Laura  is  unmarried  and  remains  with  her  parents; 
Emma  J.,  is  the  wife  of  J.  R.  McCleery,  of  O-xford, 
Iowa. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Linebarger  were  natives  of 
Germany,  where  they  were  reared  and  married. 
Upon  emigrating  to  America  they  settled  in  Mad- 
isou  County,  N.  Y.,  where  the  mother  died  in  April 
1881,  and    the    father   in    October,    1888.     Their 


family  consisted  of  eight  children,  of  whom  Mrs. 
Linebarger  was  the  next  to  the  eldest.  She  like- 
wise is  a  native  of  the  Fatherland  and  was  born 
.lanuary  1.  1831.  She  was  a  child  of  twelve 
years  when  coming  to  America  with  her  par- 
ents and  was  reared  to  womanhood  in  Madison 
County,  N.  Y.  She  has  been  the  true  liel|)m!Xte  of 
lior  husband  in  all  iiis  worthy  undertakings  antl 
has  assisted  him  iiKiterially  in  the  accumulation  of 
their  proiierty. 

The  Linebarger  farm  is  one  of  the  most  valuable 
ill  Will  County,  being  improved  with  good  build- 
ings, fruit  and  shade  trees  and  all  the  other  appur- 
tenances required  by  the  progressive  and  indus- 
trious agriculturist.  Mr.  Linebarger  keeps  himself 
(losled  ni)on  modern  methods  of  agriculture  and 
avails  himself  of  the  most  approved  machinery  in 
the  cultivation  of  his  land.  It  is  devoted  largely 
to  iivnxn  raising,  while  INlr.  Ijinel)arger  gives  due 
attention  to  the  breeding  of  good  grades  of  live 
stock.  He  is  conservative  in  polities,  usually  giv- 
ing his  supp()rt  to  the  Democratic  party.  He  has 
never  been  an  o(lic5-seeker,  preferring  to  give  his 
time  and  attention  to  his  farm  and  his  family  and 
is  looked  upon  as  a  peaceable  and  law-abiding  citi- 
zen who  has  contributed  his  full  quota  to  the  gen- 
eral welfare  of  the  community.  Our  subject  was 
the  first  white  child  born  in  Jackson  Township. 


3ntiiijB[iM!ifF 


LEXANDER  V.  PATTERSON.  Among 
(S^Oj  the  leading  enterprises  of  Joliet  may  be 
li  mentioned  the  livery  business  of  Mr.  Pat- 
terson, which  is  carried  on  in  that  sys- 
tematic manner  which  indicates  in  a  marked 
degree  his  adaptation  to  this  calling.  Prompt  and 
courteous  in  the  treatment  of  his  customers  and  a 
straightforward  man  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  he 
occupies  an  enviable  position,  both  in  business  and 
social  circles. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  traces  his  ancestry  to 
one  of  the  best  nationalities  on  the  face  of  the 
globe — the  Scotch-Irish,  from  which  have  emanated 
qualities  that  on  both  continents  have  constituted 
a  large  portion  of  their  bone  and  sinew.     Andrew 
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Patterson,  the  fatlier  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
t'ounty  Tyrone,  Ireland,  but  was  of  Scotch  ances- 
try. The  mother  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Eliza 
Vnrner.  She  was  also  a  native  of  County  Tyrone 
and  of  ancestry  similar  to  that  of  her  husband. 
They  spent  their  childood  and  3'outh  near  Die 
place  of  their  birth,  where  they  were  married  and 
where  they  still  live,  the  father  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there  was  born  a 
family  of  ten  children,  nine  of  whom  are  living  and 
making  their  homes,  five  in  tlie  United  States  and 
four  in  Europe.  Alexander  V.,  the  fourtli  in  order 
of  Ijirtli.  is  a  native  of  tlie  same  place  as  his  [lar- 
ents,  and  liorn  in  County  T3-rone,  October  16, 
1.SG2.  He  remained  with  them  until  approaching 
the  twentieth  year  of  liis  age,  and  then,  believing 
that  lie  could  better  himself  in  the  United  States, 
left  the  old  roof-tree  Aiiril  2G,  1882,  embarking 
for  the  promised  land.  Landing  in  New  York  City 
on  the  2d  of  May  following,  he  came  directly  to 
Illinois,  locating  in  .loliet,  and  for  six  montlis 
tliereafter  was  in  tiie  employ-  of  his  uncle,  T.  II. 
Patterson.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time  he  en- 
gaged as  a  fireman  with  the  Jlichigan  Central 
Railroad  Company,  remaining  thus  occupied  about 
three  years.  The  Joliet  Steel  Company  next 
claimed  his  services,  and  he  remained  with  this 
company  until  October,  1888. 

Having  now  the  wherewithal  to  embark  in  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account,  Mr.  Patterson  secured  a 
goodly  number  of  horses  and  vehicles,  establishing 
himself  on  Ottawa  Street,  occup3'ing  Nos.  208  and 
210.  His  stables  are  equipped  with  modern  con- 
veniences antl  patronized  liberally  by  the  best 
people  of  Joliet  and  vicinity.  About  the  time  of 
starting  his  business,  Mr.  Patterson  also  formed 
matrimonial  and  domestic  ties,  being  wedded,  Oc- 
tober 2,  1888,  to  Miss  Minnie  M.,  daughter  of  the 
late  John  and  Melinde  (Ilarelh)  Stock.  The  joung 
couple  established  themselves  in  a  snug  home  on 
Oneida  Street,  and  are  now  the  proud  [jareuls  of  a 
little  daughter,  Linda  L..  who  was  born  October 
12,  1889. 

Mrs.  I'atterson  was  born  in  August,  1H68,  in 
Joliet,  of  parents  who  were  both  natives  of  (ler- 
many.     They  emigrated   to  America  in    1854  and 


settled  in  Troy  Township,  where  the  father  en- 
gaged in  farming.  Mr.  Stock  died  in  March,  1881, 
in  Joliet.  The  mother  had  passed  away  ten  yesirs 
prior  to  the  decease  of  her  husband,  her  death 
taking  ])lace  at  Joliet,  May  o,  1871.  There  was 
born  to  them  a  family  of  four  children,  of  whom 
Mrs.  Patterson  was  next  to  the  youngest. 

Tlie  paternal  giandfather  of  our  subject  was 
James  Patterson,  who  was  born  in  Scotland  and 
who  spent  his  last  days  in  Inland.  His  wife  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Jane  Hawley.  She  also  was 
of  Scotch  birth  and  ancestry.  They  were  married 
in  Scotland,  whence  they  removed  to  Ireland, 
where  Grandfather  Patterson  engaged  in  farming. 
On  the  maternal  side  of  the  bouse  Grandfather 
Alexander  Verner  was  a  man  of  note  in  his  day 
and  a  Colonel  in  the  British  arn)3-.  He  married 
Susan  Rankin.  Both  were  natives  of  Scotland, 
whence  they  renK)vetl  to  Ireland  and  died  in  Count}' 
T3'rone. 

Upon  becoming  a  voting  citizen,  Mr.  Patterson 
identified  himself  with  the  Republican  party,  of 
whose  princi[)les  he  is  a  warm  supjjorter.  Both  he 
and  his  estimable  wife  are  members  in  good  stand- 
ing of  the  Central  Presbyterian  Church,  of  Joliet. 
They  have  started  out  in  the  journey  of  life  under 
favorable  auspices  and  with  the  good  wishes  of 
hosts  of  friends. 


OUIS  METTEUIIAISEN,  publisher  of  Das 
Volksbkttt,  is  conducting  the  only  German 
paper  in  Will  County.  It  is  a  journal 
largely  patronized  by  the  (Jernian  residents  of 
Will  Count3',  being  well  edited  and  devoted  to 
local  interests  while  expounding  in  a  clear  and 
decided  manner  the  principles  of  the  best  interests 
of  the  people,  independent  of  an3'  political  party. 
The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  January  21, 
1840,  in  the  town  of  Gilten,  Hanover,  and  lived 
there  until  a  young  man  of  twent3'-five  3'ears,  ac- 
quiring a  good  education,  and  following  the  profes- 
sion of  a  teacher.  In  October,  1865,  he  emigrated 
to  the  United  States  an<l  first  located  in  Naperville, 
III.     Subsequently  he  was  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  Cleve- 
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land,  Ohio,  Cliic.ago  and  Beeclier,  III.  prior  to  lo- 
cating in  Joliet  where  he  settled  in  Oelolier,  1H89, 
at  which  tlnae  he  moved  Dns  Volkshlnll  from 
Beecher  where  it  had  been  estiihli.shed  in  May, 
1882.  At  Beecher,  he  was  a  prominent  man,  hold- 
ing the  ofHces  of  Postmaster  and  School  Treasurer 
and  Trustee.  When  first  locating  at  Beecher  in 
1869,  he  established  himself  as  a  general  mcrc-iiant 
and  conducted  tiie  store  in  eonneclioii   with  otlu  r 

4 

business  until  his  removal. 

Mr.  iNIetterhausen  was  married  May  G,  1<S71,  to 
IMiss  Minnie  Klusmeyer  at  Beecher,  HI.,  and  they 
are  now  the  parents  of  three  bright  children — 
Carl,  born  April  6,  1872;  Charlotte,  February  9, 
1876,  and  Emil,  IMarch  31,  1881.  Mrs.  Metter- 
hausen  is  likewise  a  native  of  (iermany  and  born 
in  the  Province  of  Hanover,  November  6,  1853. 
She  came  to  America  with  her  parents  when  a 
young  girl  of  fourteen  years.  They  settled  in 
Washington  'i'ownship,  this  county;  the  father  is 
deceased  and  the    mother  resides  in  Chicago. 


&0151AS  KAIIS.  Through  the  efforts  of  such 
men  as  Tobias  Fahs,  the  prairie  lands  of 
Peotone  Township,  that  once  were  covered 
with  the  rank  growth  of  coarse  grasses  and  brilliant 
wild  flowers,  have  become  the  fertile  fields,  fruitful 
orchards  and  velvety  lawns  of  an  advanced  civili- 
zation. The  farm  which  is  the  home  of  our  sub- 
ject lies  ou  section  14.  and  is  furnished  with  all 
needful  buildings  and  the  other  improvements 
which  indicate  to  the  |)asser-by  that  it  is  under  the 
control  of  a  man  of  iu<lustry.  good  judgment  and 
taste. 

The  Fahs  family  is  of  Swiss  stock,  and  has  been 
represented  in  America  for  several  generations.  In 
Maryland,  Abraham  Fahs,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  and  made  his  home  during  his  entire  life. 
He  was  a  whitesmith  by  trade.  He  married  Elizalieth 
Siesa,  a  native  of  the  same  State,  daughter  of 
George  Siess,  a  blacksmith,  who  in  later  life  became 
a  large  farmer  and  the  owner  of  several  farms. 
Abraham  Fahs  died  in  1813,  and  the  widow  subse- 


quently married  Conrad  Willliide.  She  died  in 
1832,  and  Mr.  Willhide  in  1839.  The  fruit  of  her 
first  marriage  was  four  children,  all  now  deceased 
except  our  subject.  Her  second  marriage  was  also 
blessed  b)-  the  l)irth  of  four  chihlren,  of  whom  one 
is  deceased. 

The  subject  of  this  biograjihical  review  was  born 
September  2,  1811,  in  Frederick  County,  Md.  He 
attended  a  subscription  school  about  two  months 
in  the  winter  season,  and  even  in  boyhood  had  to 
work  very  hard  on  his  stepfather's  farm.  His  ex- 
l)criences  were  the  ordinary  ones  of  a  farmer's  boy, 
and  his  time  an<l  labor  were  given  to  his  stepfather 
until  he  was  nineteen  3'ears  of  age.  He  then  bought 
some  mountain  land,  and  worked  in  the  timber, 
getting  out  bark,  posts  and  cooper's  stuff  for  five 
or  six  years.  In  1841  he  removed  to  Perry  County, 
Pa. .where  liis  brother  had  a  large  tannery,  working 
there  eight  years  as  a  finisher  of  leather,  and  dur- 
ing the  last  two  years  tending  a  store  of  his 
brother. 

The  health  of  Mr.  Fahs  became  somewhat  im- 
paired, and  he  was  obliged  to  return  to  farm  labor, 
as  better  suited  to  his  constitution.  He  operated  a 
farm  in  Pennsylvani'^  until  1856,  then  came  to  Illi- 
nois, settling  in  Knox  County,  but  sojourned  there 
but  a  year,  lie  tlien  came  into  Will  County,  pur- 
chased a  farm  on  section  14,  and  began  his  labors 
.as  one  of  the  [lioneer  farmers  of  the  township. 
The  section  was  mit  Ihinl}'  settled,  and  although 
the  country  is  level,  he  could  see  but  two  houses 
from  hi.s  home.  His  farm  was  all  raw  land,  which 
he  placed  in  good  condition,  retaining  it  in  his  pos- 
session until  some  three  years  since.  Since  that 
time  he  has  made  his  home  with  his  son,  Corne- 
lius L. 

Mr.  Fahs  was  fortunate  in  his  choice  of  a  life 
companion,  securing  for  his  wife  Miss  Araminta 
Willyar.l,  ol.lest  child  of  I'eter  and  Elizabeth 
(.Millei-)  Willyard,  natives  of  Maryland.  Miss 
Araminta  was  born  in  Frederick  County,  Septem- 
ber 22,  1812,  receiving  a  common-school  education 
and  a  training  in  useful  accomplishments  and  good 
principles  from  her  worthy  parents.  Of  the  seven 
brothers  and  sisters  who  once  composed  the  family 
circle,  she  and  two  others  are  all  that  now  survive. 

The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fahs  was   celebrated 
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April  3,  1833,  and  ton  cliiklren  have  como  to  bless 
their  happy  home.  Those  who  Imve  been  reared 
to  mature  years  are  Harriet  S.,  wife  of  Christ. 
Schryer,  their  iiome  being  one  mile  south  of  Peo- 
tone,  and  their  farail\'  including  Ave  children; 
James  A.,  who  married  Ruth  E.  Winslow,  has  one 
child,  and  lives  at  Hinckley;  Elizabeth,  widow  of 
August  Cliase.  has  one  child:  .lulia,  wife  of  John 
Gloss,  and  mother  of  seven  children,  their  home 
being  in  Carboudale,  Kan.;  Maria,  wife  of  the  Rev. 
Joseph  J.  Tobias,  of  Chicago,  and  mother  of  two 
children;  the  Kev.  David  "W.,  who  married  Jennie 
Kerr,  lives  at  LeMars,  Iowa,  and  has  lliree  eliildren; 
Cornelius  and  Amelia,  who  are  still  single  and  at 
home. 

Coi-neli\is  Fahs  displa3-s  mari<ed  talent  as  an 
artist,  doing  beautiful  work  in  free-hand  drawing, 
without  instruction,  and  also  [lainting  in  oil  and 
water  colors  exceedingly  well.  He  has  taken  two 
painting  lessons  from  the  artist  Higelow.  of  Chicago. 
Man}'  specimens  of  his  work  adorn  the  walls  of 
the  home,  and  afford  pleasure  to  his  parents  and 
many  friends.  All  of  the  brothers  and  sisters  iiave 
received  a  good  common-school  education  and  take 
advantage  of  the  means  afforded  bj'  the  [ircss  to 
add  to  their  store  of  knowledge  and  keep  pace  with 
tlie   World. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fahs,  their  children  and  their  sons- 
in-law  and  daughters-in-law  lielong  to  the  Presby- 
terian Church.  The  only  exception  is  the  Rev.  J. 
J.  Tobi.as,  who  is  identified  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  denomination.  All  are  activel}'  interested 
in  the  Sunday-school,  in  which  the  father  has  been 
a  teacher.  He  is  an  Elder  in  the  church.  He  has 
been  School  Director  and  School  Trustee  for  many 
years,  manifesting  the  interest  in  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation which  would  naturally  be  expected  of  a 
gentleman  as  intelligent  as  he.  The  first  school 
in  this  locality  was  on  his  farm,  the  first  teacher 
being  Ruth  E.  Winslow,  now  Mrs.  J.  A.  Fahs. 
The  Rev.  J.  J.  Tobias  was  also  a  teacher  in  the 
same  school. 

Mr.  Fahs  was  elected  Township  Supervisor,  serv- 
ing in  that  office  two  terms.  He  has  always  been 
strongly  on  the  side  of  temi)erance,  and  has  be- 
longed to  a  temperance  society.  In  politics  he  has 
been  a  Wliig,  a  Know-Nothing  and  a  Reiniltlican. 


During  the  Civil  War  he  was  a  warm  advocate  of 
the  Union  cause.  sup|)orting  it  very  liberally  with 
money  as  well  as  witli  his  personal  influence.  He 
helped  to  organize  the  first  church  in  this  neighbor- 
hood, and  was  one  of  the  charter  members.  His 
religion  is  not  put  on  as  a  Sunday  garment,  but  is 
a  clothing  for  every-day  life;  his  tastes  are  refined, 
his  mind  aglow  with  intelligence,  and  take  him  all 
in  all,  he  is  one  who  may  well  he  taken  .as  a  model 
citizen  and  man. 

'ill — ^  DWARD  J  ARM  AN  is  managing  his  farming 
LU]  interests  in  DuPage  Township  with  satis- 
j_ — '^1  factory  results,  lie  is  a  native  of  Wales, 
born  August  24,  184G,  and  on  his  father's  side 
coming  of  a  well-known  old  family  of  exclusively 
Welsh  origin.  His  parents,  Edward  and  Martha 
Jarman  were  likewise  n,atives  of  tiiat  country.  He 
was  but  a  year  old  when  his  father  died.  His 
mother  survived  her  husband  several  years;  her 
death  occurring  after  our  subject  had  been  in 
America  for  a  long  time.  He  was  the  youngest  of 
four  children  and  wa.s  reared  in  his  native  land  by 
his  mother's  brothers,  making  his  home  with  them, 
more  or  less  until  he  came  to  this  country.  His 
father  was  a  farmer  and  he  was  bred  to  that  pur- 
suit. 

Starting  out  in  life  with  no  capital  excepting  his 
physical  and  mental  endowments,  in  1867,  thinking 
that  he  could  better  his  condition  in  this  great 
Republic,  he  took  passage  for  this  country  at  Liv- 
erpool and,  after  a  vo\age  of  thirteen  and  one-half 
days,  first  set  foot  on  these  shores  in  the  great  me- 
tropolis of  the  country.  Rightly  believing  that  his 
best  chances  for  carrying  on  his  calling  as  a  farmer 
were  in  Illinois,  he  came  directly  to  this  State.  He 
began  his  life  here  bj-  working  out  for  others  and 
was  thus  engaged  for  seven  years.  For  more 
than  two  years  he  was  in  the  employ  of  Reuben 
Smith,  and  afterward  worked  for  Jonathan  Royce 
about  four  years,  and  for  nearly  three  years  farmed 
that  gentleman's  place  on  shares.  After  that  for 
five  years  he  farmed  on  shares  in  Wiieatland 
Township,  and   in    1882  came  to  this  township  to 
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take  lip  bis  residence.  He  located  first  on  section 
7,  made  liis  abode  tbcre  two  j'ears  and  then  settled 
on  his  present  farm  on  section  19.  lie  lias  more 
thun  one  huiiilred  and  ninely-three  ac-rcs  of  land,  of 
which  oiu'  hundred  and  throe  acres  com|5risi'  the 
honiu  farm.  'Jiiis  is  already  under  excellent  culti- 
vation and  yields,  in  repayment  for  his  hard  labors, 
line  harvest:-.  It  supplied  with  suitalilc  huildinus 
and  Mr.  Jarnian  lias  good  machinery  to  carry  on 
Ills  farm  work. 

By  his  marriage,  November  15,  1873,  with  Miss 
Mary  A.  Campbell,  a  native  of  Ireland,  our  subject 
secured  the  co-operation  of  a  clu^erful  helper  and 
active  worker.  Three  children,  Gertie,  Mary  and 
Lulu,  have  blessed  their  marriage  to  them. 

As  we  haver  seen,  Mr.  Jarumn  has  had  his  own 
way  to  make  in  the  world,  and  that  he  has  done 
well  so  far  is  evinced  b}'  the  condition  of  his  es- 
tata.  He  possesses  a  fair  share  of  energy,  acumen 
and  thrift,  and  a  knack  of  working  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage, and  these,  with  other  attributes,  have 
contributed  to  his  prosperity.  He  is  a  man  of 
intelligence,  is  well  posted  in  general  affairs,  and 
in.nnifests  proper  public  spirit.  He  has  done  good 
service  as  School  Director.  He  interests  himself 
sufficiently  in  the  politics  of  Lis  adoi)ted  country 
to  take  sides  with  the  Keiiubiican  party. 

-^ ^-*^ ^^ 

■^^DMUND  WILCOX.  For  a  period  of  thir- 
3'ears  'Squire  Wilcox  has  officiated  as 
ce  of  the  Peace  in  Joliet,  being  elected 
to  this  office  in  the  spring  of  1877,  and  serving 
continuously^  by  re-elections  since  that  time.  He 
was  elected  each  time  by  an  almost  unanimous 
vote,  and  at  the  last  election  received  all  but  fiftj^ 
of  the  ballots  cast.  One  year  he  received  twenty- 
three  hundred  out  of  about  twenty-four  hundred 
votes  caat.  Although  a  pronounced  Democrat, 
his  name  was  on  all  the  tickets  of  all  parties  and 
these  facts  intlicate  his  popularity  among  the  peo- 
ple of  this  count}'.  He  keeps  one  of  the  neatest 
dockets  ever  opened,  there  being  scarcelj^  a  blot  on 
all  the  pages  on  which  he  has  entered  records  for 
the  last  thirteen  years.     Socially   and   in  business 


circles  he  is  a  universal  favorite,  being  of  genial 
and  obliging  dispdsilion,  and  making  friends  where 
ever  he  goes. 

The  suliject  of  this  notice  was  born  September 
18,  181G,  in  Onondaga  Count}',  N.  Y.,  and  is  thus 
a])|)roaching  the  seventy-fourth  year  of  his  age.  He 
is  the  offspring  of  an  excellent  family,  being  the 
son  of  Loammi  and  Hannah  (Paddock)  Wilcox, 
who  were  natives  respectively  of  Connecticut  and 
Washington  County,  N.  Y.  The  father  was  a 
farmer  bj'  occupation  and  met  an  accidental  death 
in  Onondaga  County  in  183C,  at  the  age  of  fifty 
years.  The  parental  household  consisted  of  four 
children,  of  whom  Edmund  was  tiie  second  born. 
His  younger  brother,  Harvc}',  of  Los  Gatos,  Cal., 
is  now  deceased;  Cordelia  W.,  Mrs.  Clement,  re- 
sides in  Joliet;  Caroline,  the  wife  of  Dr.  W^ilson, 
died  \n  her  native  county;  Loammi  Wilcox  was  a 
carpenter  b}'  trade,  which  he  followed,  however, 
but  a  few  years,  finally  engaging  in  the  more  con- 
genial occupations  of  farm  life.  The  Wilcox  fam- 
il}'  was  an  old  and  prominent  one  in  New  England. 

The  district  school  afforded  Mr.  Wilcox  his  early 
education  and  later  he  entered  Hamilton  College 
at  Clinton,  N.  Y.,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1835.  The  following  year  he  came  to  Joliet,  and 
for  thirt}'  years  thereafter  was  engaged  in  the  dry- 
goods  business,  being  part  of  the  time  associated  in 
partership  with  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Clement. 
He  has  alwaj's  signalized  himself  as  a  progressive 
and  iiublic-spirited  citizen  and  for  ten  years  was 
President  of  the  Gas  Company,  superintending  the 
construction  of  their  building  and  being  otherwise 
prominent  in  its  management,  and  for  a  number  of 
j'ears  was  a  prominent  member  of  the  Citj-  Council. 
In  making  the  journey  hither  from  New  York  State 
he  traveled  overland  by  team,  sometimes  in  a 
wagon  and  sometimes  oa  a  sled,  it  being  in  winter, 
and  accompanied  by  three  other  young  men:  He 
thus  had  a  full  experience  of  pioneer  life  and  has 
been  the  interested  witness  of  the  transformation 
of  this  section  of  the  country  from  a  wilderness 
into  the  abode  of  a  civilized  and  prosperous  people. 
After  becoming  a  resident  of  Joliet  Mr.  Wilcox 
was  married  March  26,  1845,  to  Miss  Sarah  M.. 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Electa  (Chauncey)  Green. 
The  parents  of  Mrs.  Wilcox  came  to  this   State 
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from  Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  settling  in  Mc- 
Henry  County.  During  liis  younger  years  Mr. 
Green  engageil  in  mercliandising,  but  after  coming 
to  Illinois,  turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Green  spent  their  last  years  in 
Blue  Islraul,  Cook  County.  Mrs.  Wilcox  was  born 
July  23,  1825,  in  Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
remained  a  member  of  her  father's  household  until 
her  marriage.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there 
was  born  a  famil}'  of  seven  children,  three  of  whom 
died  in  infancy:  Alvin  C.  who  died  May  11,  1873, 
leaving  one  child,  now  the  wife  of  H.  E.  Porter,  of 
Joliet;  William  G.,  is  Cashier  of  the  First  National 
Bank;  Frederick  C.  is  engaged  as  a  lumber  dealer, 
manager  and  partner  of  the  firm  of  Wilcox  Bros. ; 
Charles  C.  is  the  City  (Jlerk  of  Joliet.  Mrs.  Sarah 
M.  Wilcox  departed  this  life  at  her  home  in  Joliet, 
March  12,  1890,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years. 

The  long  period  during  which  Mr.  Wilcox  has 
resided  in  Will  County  has  made  him  well  known 
to  the  citizens,  who  will  therefore  welcome  ids  por- 
trait as  a  valued  addition  to  the  Aluum. 


J  ALTER  PADDOCK,  a  pioneer  of  fifty-two 
years  standing,  established  himself  as  a 
^  ,  resident  of  Homer  Township,  this  county, 
in  February,  1838,  and  he  has  since  resided  within 
its  limits.  The  country  was  then  in  wide  contrast 
to  its  )iresent  condition  and  no  man  has  looked 
with  warmer  interest  upon  its  progress  and  develop- 
ment than  he  with  whose  name  we  introduce  this 
sketch.  He  has  had  a  full  experience  of  life  in  the 
early  days  and  1)3'  his  industry  and  his  good  quali- 
ties as  a  citizen,  has  contributed  his  full  quota  to 
the  growth  and  progress  of  his  adopted  township. 
No  man  in  the  township  has  nnide  for  himself  a 
better  record  and  none  are  held  in  higher  esteem. 
The  subject  of  this  notice  was  the  fifth  in  a  fam- 
ily of  fourteen  ciiildren,  the  offspring  of  Jonathan 
and  Mercy  (Weaver)  Paddock,  and  was  born  in 
Camillus,  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y'.,  August  19, 
1817.  He  remained  a  resident  of  his  native  county 
until  a  youth  of  eighteen  j'cars  and  afterward  lived 
in  Cayuga  County  two  years.     Then,  in   February, 


1838,  he  emigrated  to  Illinois  and  has  since  been  a 
resident  of  Homer  Township,  this  county. 

The  early  years  of  Mr.  Paddock  were  spent  in  a 
comparativel}'  uneventful  manner,  in  attendance  at 
the  district  school  and  learning  the  various  arts 
pertaining  to  farm  life.  He  was  content  to  adopt 
this  as  his  life  vocation  and  has  been  uniformly 
successful  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil,  securing  a  home 
and  a  competence  for  his  declining  years.  When 
nearly  thirty  years  of  age  he  was  married  in  Homer 
Township  Februar}'  25,  1817,  to  Miss  Jane  .S. 
daughter  of  the  late  T.  T.  and  Mary  (Hollenback) 
Roberts,  who  were  natives  of  Vermont. 

After  marriage  the  newly  wedded  pair  settled 
on  a  farm  on  section  21,  Homer  Township,  whence 
in  18i9,  they  removed  to  that  which  they  now 
own  and  occupj'.  The  household  circle  was  com- 
pleted b}^  the  birth  of  five  children,  the  eldest  of 
whom,  a  son,  George  A.,  died  September  9,  1887, 
at  the  age  of  thirty  nine  years.  Jerome  is  farming 
in  Homer  Township;  Florence  died  when  three 
years  old;  Ehner  E.  and  Merton  F.,  are  farming 
in  Homer  Township.  Politicallj',  Mr.  Paddock  is 
in  accord  with  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party.  He  has  represented  Homer  Township  in  the 
County  Board  of  Supervisors  for  a  period  of  six 
years  and  has  also  officiated  as  Assessor  several 
terms.  Tlie  cause  of  education  has  ever  found  in 
liim  a  firm  friend.  He  has  officiated  as  a  School 
Trustee,  also  as  Highway  Commissioner  and  Town- 
ship Collector,  and  to  whatever  position  he  has 
been  called,  he  has  fulfilled  its  duties  in  a  manner 
creditable  to  himself  and  satisfactory  to  all  con- 
cerned. Mrs.  Paddock  belongs  to  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  in  Homer  Township. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Jonathan  Paddock, 
a  native  of  ^V'ashington  Count}',  N.  Y.,  who  mar- 
ried Jliss  Mercy  Weaver,  who  was  also  born  in  the 
Empire  State.  The  parents  were  married  in  Wash- 
ington County  and  settled  in  Onondaga  County, 
whence  they  removed  later  to  the  town  of  Aurelius, 
in  Cayuga  Count}',  where  they  both  died  at  the  age 
of  sixty-six  years.  Nine  of  their  children  lived  to 
become  men  and  women;  seven  are  now  living  and 
residents  mostly  of  Michigan.  New  York  and  lUi 
nois. 

]\Irs.  Paddock  was  born  March  11, 1825,  in  Men- 
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(Ion,  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,iind  was  the  tliiid  in  a 
fiiinily  of  eight  chililren.  Slie  came  with  her  parents 
tu  Illinois  about  1845.  The  latter  were  natives  of 
Vcnnonl  nnil  after  their  removal  to  New  York 
State  with  their  respective  parents  were  residents  of 
Monroe  and  Niagara  Counties.  .Mrs.  Roberts  de- 
parted this  life  at  Lemont,  111.,  a  few  years  ago. 
Mr.  Roberts  died  in  Monienee  al)0ut  IS.') I.  They 
were  most  worthy  and  estimable  people,  enjoying 
the  respect  of  all  who  knew  them. 


^f:  ACOB  KARCH.  One  of  the  most  enterpris- 
ing and  public-spirited  farmers  of  Frankfort 
^.  Township  is  the  gentleman  above  named, 
v(^/'  whose  pleasant  home  is  located  on  section 
25.  Ilis  estate  comprises  one  hundred  and  sixty 
broad  and  fertile  acres,  which  under  his  careful  and 
intelligent  control  produce  abundantly  and  make 
their  cultivation  both  pleasant  and  profitable.  A 
full  line  of  farm  buildings  is  conveniently  dis- 
posed, and  a  fine  orchard  supplies  an  abundance  of 
fruit  as  well  as  adorning  the  farm  with  its  pleasing- 
shade  and  waving  boughs.  Mr.  Karch  raises  grain 
and  cattle  and  a  good  grade  of  draft  horses,  of 
wiiich  he  keeps  about  fifteen  head. 

This  gentleman  is  of  German  ancestry,  his  lather. 
Ileur3'  J.  Karch,  having  been  born  near  Frank- 
fort on  the  Rhine.  He  was  a  baker  there  but  after- 
ward engaged  in  hotel-keeping  until  1838,  when  he 
came  to  America  and  located  in  Herkimer  County, 
N.  Y.  There  he  continued  the  occupation  of  an 
hotelkeeper  and  also  conducted  a  farm  finally 
operating  one  hundred  acres.  In  1850  he  changed 
his  location  to  Will  County',  111.,  buying  two  hun- 
dred and  fortj'  acres  on  section  3G,  Frankfort 
Township.  Here  he  broke  the  soil  and  made  all  the 
improvements,  carrying  his  produce  to  Chicago  by 
teams  and  consuming  three  days  in  the  trip.  Me 
was  a  very  successful  farmer  and  eventually  be- 
came  the  owner  of  five  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land  which  is  divided  into  three  improved  farms. 
He  held  township  offices  at  various  times,  built  the 
first  school-house  and  church  in  his  vicinity  and 
manifested  a  high  degree  of  public  spirit.     He  be- 


came well-known  as  a  straightforward  business 
man.  In  politics  he  was  a  strong  Republican  and 
in  religion  a  member  of  the  German  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  which  he  was  Class-Leader  nnd 
otherwise  prominent.  He  died  on  his  homestead  in 
1888,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty'  years. 

The  wife  of  Henr}^  Karch  was  Catherine  Fecter, 
who  was  born  in  Bajren,  Germany,  and  who  died 
on  the  home  farm  four  weeks  after  her  husband. 
She  had  borne  eight  children  named  respecti'velv, 
Catherine,  Caroline,  IIenr3',  Charles,  Jacob,  Martin, 
Margaret  and  Fred.  Henry  was  a  member  of  the 
One  Hundredth  Illinois  Infantry,  in  which  ho  on- 
liste<l  in  18G2,  and  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Chick- 
aniauga. 

The  gentleman  with  whose  name  we  introduce 
this  sketch  was  born  on  the  Mohawk  River,  near 
Frankfort,  Herkimer  Countjs  N.  Y.,  September  5, 
1816.  He  was  but  four  years  old  when  his  father 
removed  to  the  Prairie  State,  the  journey  being 
performed  by  ta\1  to  Chicago  and  by  team  to  the 
farm  in  this  county.  Here  the  lad  grew  to  man- 
hood amid  the  usual  surroundings  of  a  farmer's 
son  and  was  early  set  to  work  in  the  fields.  His 
education  was  received  at  what  was  known  as 
"Skunk's  Grove  Knowledge  Shop,"  an  old  log 
schoolhouse  with  slab  benches  and  the  other  prim- 
itive furnishings  common  in  new  settlements. 

During  the  boj'hood  and  youth  of  our  subject 
wild  game  was  still  plentiful  in  the  vicinity  of  his 
home  and  oxen  were  used  upon  the  farms,  several 
yoke  being  attached  to  the  breaking  plows,  and 
which  he  learned  to  drive.  On  one  occasion  when 
about  fourteen  years  of  .age  he  was  sent  to  Chicago 
to  sell  a  yoke  of  fine  large  oxen.  On  the  way  he 
had  to  cross  a  creek  which  was  frozen  over  and  the 
cattle  refused  to  go  upon  the  ice.  As  soon  as  they 
came  to  the  edge  of  the  stream  they  would  back 
and  in  spite  of  his  efforts  the^'  continued  this 
process  for  about  an  hour  when  the  bo\-  thought  of 
a  scheme  by  which  he  could  get  them  across.  Turn- 
ing them  with  their  heads  toward  home  he  backed 
them  on  to  the  ice  and  as  soon  as  they  saw  it  before 
them,  they  continued  the  backing  process  very 
rapidly. 

Young  Karch  remained  at  work  for  his  father 
i    until  about  twenl,y-four  years  old   when    he  look 
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personal  control  of  the  farm,  continuing  it  some 
tbree  years.  He  then  purcliascd  his  present  place, 
the  quarter  section  having  no  improvements  except 
the  l)reaking.  The  soil  being  all  tillable  except 
what  is  left  iu  the  timber  and  the  owner  having  tlie 
knowledge  and  exiierience  of  a  practical  farmer,  lie 
soon  brought  it  to  its  present  condition  of  beauty 
and  worth.  The  lady  to  whom  he  owes  the  com- 
fort of  his  home  life  was  known  in  her  maidenhood 
as  Miss  Louisa  .Schraeder.  She  was  born  on  board 
a  Mississippi  steamer  when  her  parents  were  com- 
ing from  New  Orleans.  Her  father,  Martin  Schrae- 
der, was  formerly  a  farmer  at  Blue  Island,  Cook 
County,  but  is  now  residing  in  Chicago,  having  be- 
come well-to-do  and  retired  from  his  active  labors 
four  years  since. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob  Karch  was 
celebrated  in  tliis  county  iu  1873,  and  has  l>eeu 
lilest  by  the  birth  of  six  children  named  respectivel}', 
Albert,  Laura,  Charles,  Carrie,  Lydia  and  Artluir. 
Their  home  being  but  two  miles  from  Frankfort, 
they  have  excellent  advantages  which  comljine  the 
best  of  country  and  town  life, and  their  children  are 
being  well  reared  and  educated.  Jlr.  Karch  was 
School  Director  nine  years  and  was  the  means  of 
placing  the  school  on  the  imi)rov('d  footing  in 
whicii  it  is  now  carried  on.  He  belongs  to  the 
Methodist  Episcop.al  Church  at  Frankfort,  iu  which 
he  has  been  Steward  and  Trustee.  In  politics  he  is 
a  stanch  Repuljlican.  His  personal  popularity  is 
great  and  all  recognize  his  worth  as  a  man  and  cit- 
izen. 

.— !£^_,^=-   ,  "^     '^^'',r«'     "^  ■ ,  i— •    .^-^ 

lIL^ON.  MICHAEL  COLLINS.  Day  by  day 
l\  each  human  being  is  building  a  monu- 
ment more  enduring  than  Time  itself — 
one  which  for  grandeur  and  sublimit)' 
deitends  entirely  upon  the  subject  and  is  in  no  wise 
affected  by  what  '-they"  sa}-  or  do.  This  is  the 
monument  of  a  life,  and  the  pleasing  task  of  the 
biographical  writer  is  to  set  this  upon  the  printed 
page.  When  the  min<l  and  heari  of  men  are 
attuned  to  noble  deeds  and  upward  growth,  it  needs 
not  that  we  .add  to  the  simple  record  what  would 
but  "gild  refined  gold"  but  to  call  attention  onlj' 


to  what  has  been  done  in  business,  oflflce  orsociet}', 
and  the  traits  that  a  personal  acquaintance  will 
reveal. 

The  Irish  race  is  honored  in  the  person  of  the 
gentleman  named  above,  who  is  now  engaged  in 
business  in  Peotone,  owning  a  large  grain  elevator 
there,  and  also  holds  membership  on  the  Chicago 
Board  of  Trade.  He  is  a  self-made  man,  as  will 
be  seen,  and  the  reason  tlicrefor  understood  b}'  fol- 
lowing the  facts  of  the  parental  histor}'.  His 
[larcuts,  .Tolin  and  Bridget  (Blulvihill)  Collins, 
were  born  in  County  Clare,  Ireland,  the  one  in 
1815  and  tlie  cither  in  1817,  the  father  being  a 
gardener  in  his  own  land.  They  were  married  in 
1843,  and  l^ecame  the  parents  of  five  children — 
Michael;  John,  deceased;  Martin,  who  is  in  the 
hardware  business  in  Peotone;  Thomas,  Illinois 
Central  Agent  at  Grand  Crossing;  and  Marj',  wife 
of  William  T.  Shaffer,  a  farmer  in  Wayne  County. 

When  the  Emerald  Isle  was  sorely  afflicted  by 
famine  in  1848,  Mr.  Collins  came  to  America  and 
obtaining  work  on  the  Vermont  Central  Railroad 
earned  money  to  send  his  suffering  family  and 
finally  to  bring  the  mother  and  two  sons — the  fam- 
ily then — across  the  briny  deep.  A  temporary- 
home  was  m.ade  in  tlie  Green  ^Mountain  State, 
whence  thej'  removed  to  Canada.  There  the  father 
worked  on  the  Great  Western  Railroad  for  six  years 
or  until  its  completion,  then  locating  in  Fayette 
Count}',  111.,  where  he  still  resides.  He  helped  to 
build  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad,  continuing  his 
arduous  labors  until  about  a  dozen  years  ago.  He 
is  still  active,  bearing  his  years  well,  but  his  wife 
is  not  in  robust  health.  They  were  not  able  to 
bestow  upon  their  children  all  the  advantages  that 
would  be  possible  if  thej'  were  young  now,  but 
gave  them  good  advice  and  what  education  they 
could. 

Michael  Collins  was  born  in  Count}'  Clare,  near 
the  historic  grouml  of  the  Shannon  River,  October 
15,  1845,  and  was  about  five  years  old  when 
brought  to  America.  The  schooling  he  received 
was  barel}'  suflicient  to  give  him  an  understanding 
of  the  rudiments  of  education,  but  since  attaining 
manhood  he  has  diligently  applied  himself  to  stud}' 
and  made  wonderful  progress.  He  has  carried  on 
a  systematic  course  of  general  reading,  including 
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law,  polities  and  ethics;  and  has  collected  one  of 
the  finest  and  best  selected  libraries  in  this  locality. 
It  contains  standard  works  on  almost  every  con- 
ceivable subject,  scarcely  a  topic  referred  to  in  his 
home  being  witliout  its  volume  for  consultation. 

■\Vlien  sixteen  years  old  3'oung  Collins  began  life 
for  iiiniself  by  securing  a  clerksbip  in  a  store  at 
Farina,  Fayette  County.  Tlie  opportunity  for  ad- 
vancement seemed  limited  and  his  ambition  led 
him  to  desire  a  broader  field.  He  therefore  went 
to  Kinainndy,  Marion  County,  where  he  learned 
telegraphy  and  station  work  on  the  Illinois  Central 
line.  In  1863,  lie  was  appointed  night  operator  at 
Oilman,  Iroquois  Count}',  and  a  month  later  was 
transferred  to  Makanda,  Jackson  County,  .as  agent 
and  operator  for  the  Illinois  Central  Raiiro.ad.  He 
perfijrnied  tlic  duties  of  the  otlice  hut  a  year  when 
on  account  of  fever  and  ague  he  obtained  a  trans- 
fer to  Peotone,  where  he  added  the  duties  of  ox- 
press  agent  to  those  he  had  formerly  carried  on. 

For  twelve  years  Mr.  Collins  held  the  position 
iiere,  8atisf3ing  his  employers  and  the  public,  and 
he  then  resigned  in  favor  of  his  brotlier  Thomas. 
himself  entering  into  the  grain  and  h.ay  business 
in  company  with  Robert  Rains,  under  tiie  linn 
name  of  Rains  &  Collins.  In  1875,  the  connec- 
tion was  dissolved  and  a  new  partnershi[)  formed, 
the  firm  of  .Scliroeder,  Smith  &  Collins  embarking 
in  the  sale  of  general  merchandise  and  carr3ing  it 
on  five  years.  During  that  time  our  subject  and 
Mr.  Schroeder  were  also  connected  in  tlie  grain 
business,  the  style  of  the  linn  lieing  Collins  and 
Schroeder. 

The  same  year  that  Gen.  Garfield  was  elected  to 
the  Presidency,  Mr.  Collins  made  the  race  in  this 
district  for  the  Legislature  and  was  elected  on  the 
Republican  ticket  by  a  large  majority'.  His  record 
in  the  Thirty-second  General  AssembI}-  of  Illinois 
is  one  of  an  opponent  of  all  ring  jobs,  unnecessary 
and  extravagant  appropriations,  and  the  friend  of 
every  means  of  real  development  and  moral  growth. 
He  has  held  local  oltices  for  many  years  and  his 
popularity  is  indicated  in  the  fact  that  he  has 
repeatedly  defeated  candidates  of  the  German  race 
which  predominates  in  his  locality.  He  has  been 
Supervisor  of  Peotone  Township  for  }-ears,  has 
also  been  Chairman  of  the  County  Board,  member 


of  the  Village  Board  and  School  Director.  He  has 
likewise  been  Justice  of  the  Peace,  although  he 
read  law  for  purely  business  purposes  and  not 
with  the  intention  of  practicing  it  other  than  in 
his  own  affairs. 

Tlie  same  fall  that  he  was  elected  to  the  legisla- 
ture, Mr.  Collins  sold  out  his  interest  in  the  gen- 
eral merchandise  business  and  bought  out  his  part- 
ner in  the  grain  trade,  to  which  he  has  given  his 
exclusive  attention  as  a  means  of  support  and  gain. 
The  trade  has  constantly  grown  in  his  hands,  the 
month  of  jNLay,  1890,  having  brought  him  §20,000 
in  business  in  Peotone.  In  connection  with  that 
business  he  holds  a  membership  in  the  Chicago 
Board  of  Trade,  thus  being  able  to  operate  among 
the  bulls  and  bears  of  the  grain  market  that  almost 
rules  tbe  deals  of  the  countr}-.  Mr.  Collins  also 
has  a  half  interest  in  the  Tile  Works  at  Peotone, 
and  a  share  with  his  brother  in  the  hardware  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  Collins  was  fortunate  in  his  choice  of  a  life 
corapanion.gaining  for  his  wife  Miss  Caroline  Folke, 
who  became  Mrs. Collins, December  2,1869.  She  looks 
well  to  the  waj's  of  her  household,  graciously  pre- 
sides over  the  tasteful  dwelling,  and  surrounds  her 
family  with  the  joys  of  home  only  possible  to  a 
true  and  devoted  woman.  .She  was  born  M.ay  22, 
1852,  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and 
belongs,  like  her  husband,  to  the  Presb^'terian 
Cluirch.  Her  father,  Dr.  Henry  Folke,  was  a  prom- 
inent ph^'sician  of  this  county  for  many  years;  he 
died  in  1879.  Her  mother  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Louisa  Klinsman  and  is  still  living,  making  her 
home  with  Jlr.  and  Mrs.  Collins.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Folke  were  born  in  Germany  whence  thej'  came  to 
America  many  j'ears  ago. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Collins  three  children  have  been 
born — Kittie.  Grace  and  Paul.  Miss  Kittie  was 
graduated  from  the  Peotone  High  School  in  1890, 
and  will  take  a  course  of  instruction  in  instrument- 
al and  vocal  music  at  Lake  Forest  University,  near 
Chicago,  next  year.  Miss  Grace  will  accompany 
her  and  take  a  classical  and  scientific  course,  while 
it  is  the  intention  of  the  parents  to  give  Master 
Paul  equallj'  good  opportunities  as  his  }-ear3 
increase. 

Mr.  Collins  is  Elder  and    Trustee   in  the  Presby- 
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terian  Chureh  and  Superintcnrlent  of  the  Sunday 
School.  Miss  Kittie  teaches  the  infant  class.  In 
principles  and  practice,  Mr.  Collins  is  a  temperance 
man.  lie  has  been  a  Republican  since  he  arrived 
at  manhood  and  was  a  member  of  the  Union 
League  when  it  was  dangerous,  in  Southern  Illinois, 
to  belong  to  it  or  the  Republican  party.  He  has 
taken  an  active  part  in  conventions,  county,  State 
and  Congressional.  He  belongs  to  Peotone  Lodge, 
636,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  in  which  helms  occupied  the 
Secretary's  chair  man}'  times. 

The  residence  of  Mr.  Collins  was  a  purchase  and 
lias  been  remodeled  and  beautified  since  he  became 
the  owner.  It  is  furnished  throughout  in  accor- 
dance with  the  taste  of  the  occupants  and  is  a  pop- 
ular gathering  place  for  the  best  citizens.  A  few 
years  ago  Mr.  Collins  platted  Collins'  Addition  to 
Peotone.  He  has  owned  several  farms  but  only  for 
purposes  of  speculation,  selling  when  good  oppor 
tunities  came.  When  three  j'ears  old  he  had  the 
&mall  pox,  and,  taking  cold,  the  disease  settled  in 
his  right  side  and  limb,  permanently  crippling 
him. 


.|ii-ititn3?,Kn'"nMi; 


^^pSiHOMAS  CULBERTSON.  This  gonllenian 
(jm^.\  is  numbered  among  the  old  settlers  of  AVill 
^^^'  County,  in  which  liis  residence  began  in 
1836,  a  few  months  after  he  had  attained  his  ma- 
jority. The  long  years  which  he  has  spent  here 
have  given  him  an  extended  acquaintance  through- 
out the  county,  and  he  is  well-known  as  one  whose 
\  ears  have  been  spent  in  industry  and  good  citi- 
zeubiiip.  He  is  the  youngest  of  ten  children  who 
comprised  the  family  of  Thomas  and  Mary 
(Wood)  Culbertson,  parents  and  children  being 
natives  of  New  Castle  County,  Delaware. 

The  eyes  of  our  subject  opened  to  the  light  Au- 
o-ust  23,  1814,  and  his  boyhood  was  passed  in  the 
pursuit  of  knowledge  and  the  home  duties  suited 
to  liis  years.  When  sixteen  years  old  he  learned 
the  miller's  trade,  at  which  he  was  occui)ied  in  his 
native  Slate  until  he  came  to  Joliet.  Here  he 
found  employment  in  the  McKee  mill,  in  which  he 
remaidcd  until  August,  1838,  after  wliich  he  spent 
two  or  three  nuinths  in  tiie  Norman   mill,  Ihe   dam 


of  which  was  then  taken  out  for  the  canal.  He 
then  went  to  Wilmington,  finding  emploj'ment  at 
his  trade  in  the  mill  of  Dr.  Bowen,  and  after 
twelve  months  spent  there  returned  to  Joliet  and 
entered  the  Robert  Jones  steam  mill.  There  he 
was  engaged  but  a  few  weeks,  leaving  to  settle  on 
Hickory  Creek,  where  he  engaged  in  milling  for 
himself.  The  old  Red  Mill  having  been  begun 
but  left  unfinished,  Mr.  Culbertson  rented  and  fin- 
ished it,  operating  it  for  two  years  prior  to  his 
purchase  of  the  propertj',  which  he  continued  to 
manage  until  the  summer  of  1865.  Since  that 
time  he  has  followed  different  occupations,  having 
sold  las  mill  a  short  time  after  he  gave  up  oper- 
ating it,  and  having  since  his  marriage  occupied 
the  homestead  on  section  12.  His  home  is  one 
of  com  flirt,  the  dwelling  being  a  cozy  one,  and 
the  laud  which  accompanies  it  sufficient  in  extent 
to  furnish  farm  products  "enough  and  to  spare" 
for  the  use  of  the  familj'.  The  little  farm  com- 
prises thirteen  acres,  which  under  careful  control 
is  of  more  value  than  many  estates  much  greater 
in  extent. 

In  March,  1 8.")0,  having  been  attacked  \)y  gold 
feve:,  Mr.  Culbertson,  with  several  comjianions 
left  Joliet  to  cross  the  plains  to  California.  Their 
journey  tii  the  Eldorado  and  the  experiences 
which  Mr.  Culbertson  passed  through  in  the  four 
years  of  his  residence  upon  the  Coast,  become 
very  interesting  when  graphical!}'  pictured  by 
himself,  but  it  is  not  our  purpose  to  attempt  their 
recital  here.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  the  mining  to 
which  he  devoted  himself  proved  more  lucrative 
than  in  the  case  of  many  who  had  left  home  and 
friends  and  exposed  themselves  to  danger  and  pri 
vation  in  their  search  for  the  precious  metal. 

On  November  19,  1856,  in  Joliet  Township,  Mr. 
Culbertson  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mar- 
tha M.,  daughter  of  Lewis  and  Mary  (Runyon)  Ker- 
cheval.  The  bride  was  born  in  Preble  Counfy, 
Ohio,  October  0,  1824,  and  was  six  years  of  age 
when  brought  by  her  parents  to  the  Prairie  State, 
their  settlement  being  made  in  New  Lenox  Town- 
ship, this  county,  where  they  abode  until  death. 
Mr.  Kercheval  was  a  native  of  Virginia  and  his 
wife  of  Kentucky.  They  had  ten  children,  of 
whom    Mr.*.    Culbertson    is   the    fifth     in    order   of 
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birth.  Sbe  had  the  advantage  of  excellent  home 
trnining,  acquiring  many  useful  arts,  together 
with  the  qualities  of  disposition  and  character 
which  make  her  respected  and  admired,  and  which 
have  been  a  potent  factor  in  the  comfort  of  home 
life.  She  has  borne  her  husband  three  children — 
Thomas  E.,  Mary  E.  and  Anne  E.  The  son  is  now 
book-keeper  for  Sanger  &  Moody,  in  Chicago; 
Mary  is  the  wife  of  Wilbur  II.  Smith,  of  Jolicl; 
Anne  died  when  about  nineteen  months  old. 

Mr.  Culbertson  Ilis  served  both  as  School  Direc- 
tor and  School  Trustee,  fulfilling  the  duties  of  the 
offices  in  a  creditable  manner,  and  evincing  a  dee[) 
interest  in  the  progress  of  education.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Democrat.  Both  himself  and  wife  have 
man}'  warm  friends  in  the  county,  and  although 
they  are  highlj'  regarded  for  the  labors  of  their 
earlier  years  and  their  record  as  old  settlers,  the 
respect  in  which  they  are  held  is  due  still  more  to 
their  ple.asant  natures  and  upright  characters. 


EVI   M.  CLAYES.     This    name   represents 

bone  of  the  oldest  living  pioneers  of  Will 
County.  lie  came  to  this  region  as  early 
as  1832,  when  the  present  site  of  Joliet  was  covered 
with  weeds  fifteen  feet  high.  The  main  thorough- 
fare through  this  part  of  the  country  terminated 
at  Lockport,  which  was  a  hamlet  of  half  a  dozen 
shanties  located  near  the  river.  ^Ir.  Clayes  took 
up  a  tract  of  Covernment  laud  in  the  vicinity  of 
Lockport,  and  after  making  some  improvements 
left  it  and  went  to  Chelsea,  now  Frankfort,  where 
he  established  a  store  of  general  merchandise, 
having  mostly  the  red  men  of  the  forest  for  his 
customers. 

Mr.  Clayes  likewise  was  one  of  the  first  Postmas- 
ters in  Will  County,  and  conducted  the  office  and 
his  store  until  failing  health  compelled  him  to  a 
change  of  occupation.  He  then  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  farming  on  the  section  of  land  of  which  he 
was  the  owner  and  became  well-to-do,  bringing  a 
large  portion  of  bis  land  to  a  good  state  of  culiva- 
tion  and  putting  up  fine  buildings.     He  also  set  oui 


an  orchard  with  numbers  of  other  fruit  and  shade 
trees,  while  about  one  mile  south  grew  up  by  de- 
grees the  town  of  Frankfort. 

In  March,  18G8,  Mr.  Clayes  sold  out  and  re- 
moved to  another  farm  belonging  to  him  and  lo- 
cated in  the  same  section.  Tliere  also  he  operated 
a  steam  sawmill  and  in  this  manner  disposed  of 
about  eighty  acres  of  oak  and  walnut  timber.  The 
Rock  Island  Railroad  furnished  him  abundant  ship- 
ping facilities  and  he  realized  from  this  venture 
handsome  returns.  He  remained  there  until  wisely 
deciding  to  lessen  his  labors  and  cares,  and  in  1873 
removed  to  Joliet  and  erected  a  large  fine  house  at 
the  intersection  of  Scott  and  Webster  Streets.  This 
forms  one  of  the  most  attractive  homes  of  the  city. 
The  dwelling  stands  back  from  the  street  and  in 
front  of  it  is  an  extensive  lawn  while  the  general 
surroundings  of  the  place  indicate  the  cultured 
tastes  and  ample  means  of  the  [jroprietor.  Mr. 
Cla\'es  is  the  owner  of  other  valuable  city  property' 
and  a  farm  in  Green  Garden  Township,  besides  veal 
estate  in  Wilmington.  He  lias  accumulated  his 
jiossessions  by  his  own  industry  and  economy,  hav- 
ing at  the  start  no  resources  but  those  with  which 
nature  had  endowed  him.  lie  has  had  little  time 
to  meddle  with  political  matters,  aside  from  giving 
his  unqualified  sup|)ort  to  the  Republican  party. 

During  his  younger  years  Mr.  Chyes  enjoj'ed  in 
more  than  an  ordinarj'  degree  3'outhful  pleasures 
and  recreations,  and  in  company  with  Mr.  Stillman, 
inaugurated  the  lirst  ball  ever  given  in  the  county. 
The  invitations  were  gotten  up  in  fine  style,  the 
[laper  being  embellished  with  the  I'nited  States 
coat-of-arms  and  the  American  eagle.  The3'  were 
headed  "Union  Ball"  and  read  as  follows:  "The 
managers  present  their  compliments  and  respect- 
fully solicit   the  company  of at  the  Joliet 

Hotel,  Thursday,  the  24th  inst.,  at  3  o'clock,  P.M., 
fall  of  1834. 

O.  W.  Stillman,  J.  W.  Biown,  O.  T.  Rogers.  L. 
M.  Clajes,  S.  S.  Chamberlain.  C.  Sayre,  A.  Castle, 
R.  Nixon,  S.  Munson,  Managers. 

O.  W.  Stillman,  L.  :\I.  Clayes,  Floor  Managers." 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  horn  February  8, 
1808,  in  New  Hampshire,  and  is  the  son  of  Peter 
and  Lois  Clayes,  who  were  natives  of  Scotland  and 
Massachusetts,   respcctivel}^  and   spent  their  last 
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years  in  Frankfort,  Will  County.  Peter  Clayes 
was  the  oriirinal  manufacturer  of  the  Chickering 
Pianos  at  Kew  Ipswich,  N.  H.  L.  M.  when  a  j'oung 
man  removed  to  Pittsford  near  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
When  reaching  manhood  he  repaired  to  Pittsburg, 
Pa.  and  subsequently  to  Louisville,  K}'.,  in  both  of 
which  places  his  brother-in-law,  Sylvauus  Lathrop, 
was  engaged  as  a  builder  and  contractor,  mostly  of 
bridges,  and  put  up  several  large  structures  of  the 
kind  at  both  places.  He  came  to  Illinois  when 
about  twent^'-three  years  old  and  was  subsequently 
married  in  Mokena,  111,  November  21,  1858,  to 
Miss  Parthena  F.  Benedict.  This  lady  was  born  in 
Colbornc,  Canada,  June  29,  1832.  Of  this  union 
there  are  two  daughters,  viz. :  Ilattie  A.,  the  wife 
of  C.  H.  Talcott,  Cashier  of  the  Will  County  Bank, 
and  Louise  B.,  who  remains  at  home  with  her  par- 
ents. The  parents  of  Mrs.  Clayes  were  Amzi  L., 
and  Lucy  (Iloyt)  Benedict,  natives  of  Connecticut 
and   New  Hampshire,  respective!}',  now   deceased. 


*iH()MA.S  D.  FERGUSON.  Farming  has 
'(<ri^  been  the  chief  occupation  of  Mr.  Ferguson 
<^''  since  he  reached  man's  estate,  and  he  now 
gives  his  attention  to  that  and  to  the  dairy  busi- 
ness at  his  pleasant  home  on  section  6,  New  Lenox 
Township.  Although  still  on  the  sunny  side  of 
forty,  having  been  born  March  31,  1853,  Mr. 
Ferguson  has  nianifi'stcd  tlie  qualities  of  tiuc 
manhood,  and  won  an  honorable  name  among  his 
fellow-men.  His  estate  comi)riscs  eightj'-eigiit 
acres,  on  which  a  complete  line  of  farm  buildings 
has  been  erected,  all  aljove  the  average,  while 
other  impiovements  are  in  accord  witii  tiie  edifi- 
ces. The  snug  estate  is  so  well  managed  that  it 
affords  an  excellent  income  and  is  more  profitable 
than  a  larger  number  of  acres  would  be  if  under 
hss  elticient  control. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  derives  his 
sterling  qualities  from  honorable  kScotch  ancestors, 
coml)ining  traits  which  the  friends  of  his  deceased 
parents  well  remember  in  them.  His  father  was 
William  Ferguson,  and  liis  motiier  Klizabeth  Doig, 


sister  of  Thomas  Doig,  whose  sketch  appears  in 
this  volume.  The}'  were  born  in  the  land  which 
has  given  to  the  world  a  Bruce,  a  Burns,  and  many 
heroes  of  sword  and  pen.  After  their  marriage 
they  emigrated  to  America,  settling  in  New  Lenox 
Township,  this  county,  about  1833.  They  were 
therefore  numbered  among  the  early  settlers,  and 
shared  in  the  labors  which  have  resulted  in  the 
present  [irosperity  anil  high  development  of  this 
county.  They  continued  to  live  in  New  Lenox 
Townshij)  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Ferguson,  which 
occurred  in  May,  18C2.  His  widow  In'cathed  her 
last  in  Chicago,  in  August,  1871. 

The  parental  family  consisterl  of  four  daughters 
and  five  sons,  he  of  whom  we  write  being  the  fifth 
in  order  of  birth.  His  early  years  were  spent  at 
the  home  in  this  county  and  in  Chicago,  his  edu- 
cation being  obtained  in  the  common  schools.  He 
was  first  married,  January  10,  1878,  to  Miss  Sadie, 
daughter  of  Sylvanus  and  Mary  (Doxtader)  Lynk. 
The  wedding  took  place  in  New  Lenox  Township, 
ill  wliich  the  bride  was  born,  and  where  she  died 
after  a  brief  married  life,  passing  away  December 
10,  1,S79.  She  left  an  infant  son,  William  L.  Tiie 
second  marriage  of  Mr.  Ferguson  took  i)lace  at  the 
residence  of  the  Hon.  Dwiglit  Haven,  October  19, 
l.s.si.  The  bride  was  Miss  Nellie  L.,  daughter  of 
Dwiglit  and  Helen  L.  (Savage)  Haven,  and  was 
bi>rn  ill  New  Lenox  Township,  November  2,  1853. 
Her  [larental  and  ancestral  history  is  given  in  the 
sketch  of  her  father,  found  elsewhere  in  this  vol- 
ume. 

Mr.  Ferguson  has  served  ellicieiitly  as  School 
Director,  as  an  ollicial  and  as  a  private  citizen 
manifesting  a  deep  interest  in  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion. In  politics  he  is  a  Uepublicaii.  Mrs.  Fergu- 
son is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  (Jrowing 
to  maturity  amid  the  most  favorable  surroundings, 
she  developed  into  a  lady  of  iileasing  manners, 
more  than  average  intelligence,  and  a  knowledge 
of  both  useful  and  ornamental  arts,  whicii  fitted 
her  for  any  sphere  in  life  and  causes  her  not  only 
to  be  cherished  by  her  companion  as  his  choicest 
blessing,  but  to  make  friends  wherever  she  is 
known.  INIr.  Ferguson  is  likewise  one  of  whom 
good  is  spoken,  affording  the  biographical  writer 
a  pleasant  task  in  iniiiting  his  life  history. 
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\fl  ULIUS  S.  HOLMES.  Among  the  prominent 
]  citizens  of  Will  County,  considerable  men- 
tion belongs  to  the  gentleman  whose  por- 
trait is  shown  on  the  opposite  page,  and 
who  has  been  a  life-long  resident  of  New  Lenox 
Township.  Li  his  native  place  he  has  acquired  a 
reputation  for  integrity  and  perseverance,  and 
wherever  known  is  highly  respected.  When  still  a 
small  child  he  was  orjilianed  by  the  death  of  his 
father,  who  was  a  farmer  in  New  Lenox  Township. 
Our  subject  w.as  therefore  early  thrown  upon  his 
own  resources,  and  though  at  present  only  in  the 
prime  of  life  has  113-  his  own  efforts  made  himself 
independent.  To  such  men  as  he,  America  owes 
her  high  standing  among  other  older  counti'ies,  and 
to  the  efforts  which  such  citizens  as  he  have  made, 
Will  County  ina^-  justly  attiilnite  the  development 
of  her  limitless  resources. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  this  sketch  is  written  is 
a  son  of  the  late  Asher  Holmes  and  his  wife,  Eliz.i 
Ann  Elmore.  Both  were  born  in  Sherburne,  Che- 
nango County,  N.  Y.,  the  father  on  September  28, 
1797,  and  the  mother  on  September  22,  1805.  In 
their  native  county  the}'  made  their  first  home 
after  marriage,  subsequently  removijig  to  Chautau- 
qua County,  and  in  1832  returning  to  that  in  which 
they  were  born.  In  the  spring  of  1835  they  turned 
their  footsteps  westward,  and  cooling  to  Will 
County,  111.,  made  a  settlement  on  section  22,  New 
Lenox  Township.  Here  the  father  was  engaged  in 
farming  until  his  death,  January  24,  18.54.  The 
widowed  mother  continued  to  live  on  the  old 
homestead  until  her  death,  which  occurred  .June 
5.  1880.  They  had  six  children — James  E.,  My- 
ron v..  Eliza  A.,  Orsamus,  Lydia  and  Julius  S. 
P^liza,  who  was  the  wife  of  Thomas  Stolp,  died  in 
Nebraska  in  Maj-,  1873. 

The  natal  daj-  of  our  subject  was  August  30, 
1848,  and  his  birthplace  the  old  homestead  on 
which  he  grew  to  manhood  and  continued  to  live 
until  the  spring  of  1890.  He  was  educated  in  the  . 
common  schools,  and  by  the  use  of  the  means 
which  are  open  to  all  who  desire  knowledge,  he  has 
added  to  the  knowledge  obtained  at  school  the 
broader  education  which  can  only  he  gained  by  a 
mature  mind  and  a  practical  application  of  theories 
in  contact  with   mankind.     After  having    pursued 


an  agricultural  life  until  the  date  before  mentioned, 
Mr.  Holmes  rented  his  farm  and  removed  to  New 
Lenox  \illage.  Ho  is  now  giving  his  attention  to 
the  grain  trade,  his  principal  place  of  business 
being  Manhattan,  although  he  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Chicago  lioard  of  Trade.  His  Inisiness  ability 
is  undisputed,  and  has  bct'U  made  use  of  by  his 
fellow-citizens,  who  have  called  upon  liim  to  lilL 
oflicial  stations  of  various  natures. 

The  marriage  of  Jlr.  Holmes  was  celebrated  in 
New  Lenox  Township,  .lanuary  21,  1  .s71 ,  his  liride 
being  INIiss  Sophie,  youngest  child  of  Abraham 
and  Jane  (\Vood)  Willis.  Mrs.  Holmes  was  born 
in  New  Jersey,  August  14,  1852,  liut  grew  to 
womanhood  in  this  county,  to  which  her  parents 
came  in  18(11.  They  were  natives  of  the  Empire 
State  and  the  parents  of  nine  children.  The 
mother  died  in  Wenona,  Marsh.'dl  County,  III., 
February  28,  188(5;  Mr.  Willis  is  yet  living.  Mrs. 
Holmes  [lossesses  an  estimable  Christian  character, 
and  has  the  knowledge  of  domestic  arts  and  social 
.accomplishments  which  make  her  home  a  happy  one 
and  give  her  popularity  among  her  acquaintances. 
She  has  borne  twelve  children,  named  respective- 
ly: Kaynor  E.,  Arthur  W.,  Laura  E.,  Herbert  11., 
Bessie  J.,  Eva  M.,  Mamie  E.,  Ethel  J.,  Mattie  A., 
Olive  L,  Sophie  L.  and  Julius  W.  Eva  ;\I.  and 
Olive  I.  are  deceased. 

Mr.  Holmes  has  ever  taken  an  active  interest  in 
politics,  and  is  numbered  in  the  Republican  ranks. 
He  has  held  the  office  of  School  Trustee  for  twelve 
years,  and  has  also  been  School  Director.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  has  held  the  oftices 
of  Steward  and  Trustee,  positions  of  financial  im- 
portance, for  which  his  business  talents  and  deep 
interest   in   the    work  of  the   c'lur'^h  well  qualified 
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<|  )*;ILLIAM  GOODSON  has  for  a  period  of 
\j^/i  twenty  }-ear9  pursued  his  farming  oi)era- 
WW  tions  in  Blainfield  Township,  and  is  counted 
one  of  the  most  substantial  residents  of  the  place. 
He  is  a  native  of  Leicestershire,  England,  born  De- 
cember 11,  1834.     His  father,  John   Goodson,  was 
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born  in  the  same  shire  and  was  there  reared  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  always  earned  his  living 
tilling  the  soil,  spending  his  entire  life  in  his  native 
land.  The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our 
subject  was  Lucy  Howell,  and  t^he  was  born  in 
Rutland,  England.  She  came  to  America  in  186'J, 
and  now  makes  her  home  with  her  children,  slie 
having  attained  the  age  of  eighty-one  years.  Tliere 
were  eleven  children  born  to  the  parents  of  our 
subject,  eight  of  whom  were  reared  to  maturit}-  as 
follows:  George,  "William,  Samuel,  Thomas,  Henrj', 
.Tohn,  Richard  and  Robert,  all  of  whom  came  to 
America,  except  Richard,  and  .settled  in  different 
parts  of  the  countr\-. 

He  of  wiioni  we  write  went  to  work  on  the  farm 
at  an  earl}'  age  and  earned  liis  own  living.  The 
wages  were  low  and  the  chances  of  securing  a  home 
in  his  native  land  were  almost  )(*/,  and  he  deter- 
mined to  see  wliat  life  lield  forh  im  in  America,  and 
on  the  29th  of  ()ctol)er,  IHoO,  accompanied  by  his 
bride,  set  sail  from  Liverpool  in  the  good  ship 
"Cultivator,"  and  on  the  29th  of  November  landed 
in  New  York.  From  there  he  and  his  wife  pro- 
ceeded to  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  wlicre  they  found 
themselves  penniless  and  among  strangers.  Our 
subject  with  characteristic  self  reliance  immediately 
set  about  finding  employment,  and  soon  obtained 
work  upon  a  farm.  He  resided  there  until  August, 
IHbS,  and  then  went  n-ith  his  famil}-  to  St.  Clair 
County.  Mich.,  and  there  was  eng.aged  in  a  saw- 
mill until  l.s,j9.  In  that  year  lie  again  started 
westward,  and  coming  as  far  as  Illinois  resumed 
his  old  employment  as  a  farm  liand  in  Canton, 
Fulton  County.  In  18G4  he  went  to  Kendall 
County.  Having  prudently  saved  his  earnings  he 
was  enabled  to  be  more  independent,  and  com- 
menced farming  on  his  own  account,  renting  land. 
He  carried  on  his  farnnng  operations  in  that  man- 
ner for  six  years,  and  then  bought  eighty  acres  of 
land,  which  is  included  in  his  present  farm  in  Plain- 
field  Townsliip.  This  was  scarceh'  at  all  improved, 
and  a  rude  shanty  on  the  place  was  the  only  build- 
ing. Since  then  he  li.as  been  much  prospered,  and 
lias  brought  about  great  changes  on  hisi)lace,  hav- 
ing erected  a  good  set  of  frame  buildings,  planted 
fruit  and  shade  trees,  fenced  the  land  and  now  Ikis 
it  under  admirable   cultivation.     He   has   been   so 


successful  that  he  has  added  to  his  estate,  and  now 
has  one  liundred  and  eight3^-six  and  one-third  acies 
of  fine  farming  land,  all  lying  in  a  body  and  con- 
stituting as  productive  and  well-improved  a  farm 
as  is  to  be  found  in  the  locality. 

In  185G  Mr.  Goodson  was  happily  married  to 
Miss  Sarah  Broom,  a  native  of  Rutland,  England, 
and  a  daughter  of  John  liroom.  Their  marriage 
has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  eleven  children, 
nine  living,  namely:  Mary  A.,  Lucy,  Lillie,  Amelia, 
Edward,  Charles,  Ernest,  Herbert  and  Eva.  The 
deceased  were  Hannah  and  William  II.  Mr.  Good- 
son's  career  as  a  farmer,  sTnce  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  this  place,  proves  him  to  be  a  shrewd, 
lir.aclical,  industrious  man,  and  the  honorable,  up- 
right life  that  lie  has  .always  led  entitles  him  to  be 
called  a  trustworthy  man  and  a  good  citizen,  and 
he  and  his  family-  are  well  respected  in  this  com- 
munity. 

/OIIN  W.  DOWNEY.  The  legal  fraternity 
of  Will  Count}-  numbers  among  its  most 
painstaking  and  proniisiflg  members  him  with 
'(^Jl  whose  name  we  introduce  this  notice.  He 
is  yet  young  in  years,  having  been  born  April  3, 
1860,  and  his  chiltlhood  home  was  in  Norman 
Township,  Grundy  County,  this  Stale.  His  par- 
ents were  John  and  Mary  (O'Halloran)  Downey, 
who  were  natives  o^  County  Tipiierary,  Ireland. 
The  father  of  our  subject  came  to  America  in 
1849,  and  in  1851  was  married  to  Miss  O'Hallo- 
ran, in  LaSalle  County,  this  State.  They  settled 
upon  a  farm,  and  there  were  born  to  them  six  chil- 
dren, live  sons  and  one  daughter.  One  son,  Ed- 
ward, died  at  the  age  of  twenty-six  years.  The 
others,  with  the  exception  of  our  subject,  are  re- 
siding in  Grundy  County.  John  W.,  who  was  the 
fourth  in  order  of  birth,  spent  his  boyhood  on  the 
farm,  assisting  in  its  labors,  and  attending,  mostly 
during  the  winter  season,  the  common  school.  He 
was  of  studious  habits,  improving  his  leisure 
hours  by  reading  and  stud}-,  and  after  leaving 
school  occupied  himself  as  a  teacher,  which  is  the 
usual  stepping  stone  to  other  professions.  He  was 
desirous,  however,    of    advancing    his    education, 
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and  in  llie  summer  of  188"2  entereil  the  Nurnial 
Sfliool  at  Valparaiso,  Ind..  wliicli  he  altomleil  three 
terms. 

Mr.  Downey,  liaviiig  resolved  upon  following 
the  |)rofession  of  law,  came,  in  the  spring  of  188"), 
to  Jolict,  and  entered  the  office  of  Haley  &  O'Don- 
iicll,  where  he  closely-  a|)plied  himself  to  the  stud^' 
of  the  best  legal  works  until  December  following, 
when  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  He  remained 
with  his  preceptors  one  year,  then  opened  a  law 
ollicc,  and  lias  since  confined  himself  to  the  prac- 
tire  of  his  profe.ssion.  He  was  elected  ('il\-  Attor- 
ne\  ill  April,  188f),  for  a  term  of  two  years. 
Politically,  Mr.  I  )owijey  afliliates  with  the  Demo- 
cratic l^arty,  and  in  religion  he  adheres  to  the 
Catholic  faith  of  his  forefathers.  Socially,  he  lie- 
longs  to  the  Independent  Order  of  Foresters.  He 
gives  his  whole  time  to  the  duties  of  his  [irofcssion, 
and  is  iapi<lly  aci|iiiiing  a  sflbstantial  footing 
therein. 


&KNRY  C.  (;iILLO.AL  The  real-estate  and 
I  insurance  business  of  Joliet  and  vicinity 
finds  a  livel}'  rejiresentative  in  Mr.  Cullom, 
who  with  his  partner,  .1,'imes  W.  Patterson, 
has  a  well-equipped  ofiice  on  Chicago  Street.  He 
embarked  in  these  enterprises  in  the  fall  of  1888, 
writing  fire,  life  and  accident  policies.  He  is  a 
native  of  Illinois  and  was  born  in  Tazewell  County, 
April  1,  1839,  to  Richard  N.  and  Betsey  Elizal)eth 
(Coffey)  Cullom. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  natives  respect- 
ively of  Tennessee  and  North  Carolina,  and  met  in 
Kentucky,  where  they  were  married.  In  the  fall 
of  1830  they  emigrated  to  Illinois,  and  the  father 
thereafter  occupied  himself  at  farming  in  Tazewell 
County,  III.  The  mother  passed  away  in  Decem- 
ber, 18t)8.  The  household  circle  numbered  five 
sons  and  six  daughters,  of  whom  the  subject  of 
Ibis  notice  was  the  youngest.  Five  of  these  are 
living. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  lived  in  his  native 
county  until  reaching  man's  estate— in  fact  eight 
years   after    reaching  his  majoritv.     The  most  of 


this  time  was  employed  in  farm  |iui'snits.  His 
education  was  such  as  was  afforded  by  the  comniou 
school,  and  he  acquired  those  habits  of  industry 
and  economy  which  have  followed  him  through 
life.  In  1808  he  r?paircd  to  Springfield,  111.,  and 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  until  187  1. 
Then,  going  to  Southeastern  Nevada,  he  ciileied 
the  employ  of  the  (Jovernment  as  Indian  Agent, 
and  was  in  that  regi'in  and  Indian  Territor\' 
about  eighteen  months. 

At  the  expiration  of  this  lime  we  find  Mr.  Cul- 
lom on  a  farm  in  Lawrence  County,  111.  Later  he 
took  a  contract  from  the  penitentiary  in  .loliet, 
to  manufacture  hosiery  and  clothing,  and  occu- 
pied himself  at  that  iniliistry  for  :i  period  of 
twelve  years.  Then,  selling  out,  he  embarked  in 
his  present  business.  He  was  married  October  29, 
18G1,  to  Miss  Anna  M.  Kingman.  Mrs.  Cullom 
was  born  May  1(5,  1811.  and  like  her  husband  is  a 
native  of  Tazewell  County,  this  Stale.  Their  union 
has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  four  sons  and  four 
daughters,  seven  of  whom  remain  under  the  par- 
ental roof.  The  second  daughter,  Jennie  N.,  is 
the  wife  of  Edward  C.  Barrett,  of  Joliet.  Mr. 
Cullom  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Lin- 
coln, and  in  |)olitics.  conlinucs  a  stanch  supporter 
of  the  Rrpiililicun  party.  He  is  an  Elder  of  the 
Presb3-terian  Church,  and  belongs  to  the  Patriotic 
Order  .Sons  of  America. 

FREDERICK  A.  LUTHER.  Probably  a  ma- 
jority  of  the  farmers  of  Wilmington  Town- 
IJ^  ~  ship  are  men  well-to-do,  and  of  that  cl.ass 
who  have  been  the  architects  of  their  own  fortunes. 
Among  them  may  be  properly  njentioned  the  sub- 
ject of  this  notice,  who  i«  comparatively  young  in 
years,  and  who  is  a  n.ative  of  this  State,  born  in 
Kankakee  County,  March  28, 1855.  He  is  the  rep- 
lesentative  of  a  substantial  old  family  of  New 
England  ancestry,  the  son  of  Charles  and  Lucy 
(Holland)  Luther,  who  were  natives  of  Vermont. 
The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
Jabez  and  Elizabeth  (Parkman)  Luther,  the  former 
of  whom  w.as  a  son  of  Caleb  and  Rebecca  (Brown) 
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Luther.  Caleb  was  the  son  of  Jabez  and  Alse  Lu- 
ther, who  were  natives  of  IMassaehusetts,  and  Jabez 
was  a  son  of  Caleb  and  Mary  Luther,  natives  of  the 
New  England  States.  Caleb  was  a  son  of  Samuel 
and  Sarah,  likewise  natives  of  New  England,  and 
Samuel  was  tiie  son  of  Samuel,  Sr.,  and  Mar}'  Lu- 
ther. Samuel,  Sr.,  was  the  son  of  Capt.  John  S. 
Luther,  a  seafaring  man  and  commander  of  a  mer- 
chant vessel.  The  latter  was  killed  by  the  Indians 
on  the  Delaware  River,  in  If!  15;  he  was  of  German 
descent,  but  born  in  IreJaufi. 

Some  of  the  earl}'  members  of  tlie  Luther  family 
were  men  of  note  in  New  England,  and  exercised 
no  iinimiiortant  influence  in  tlisir  communities. 
Grandfather  Jabez  Lather  was  a  merchant  in  Cor- 
nish, N.  II.,  for  many  years.  He  lost  both  his  arms 
by  the  premature  discharge  of  a  cannon,  on  the  4th 
of  July,  IHOo.  Charles  Luther,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Pittsford,  Rutland  County, 
Vt.,  June  30,  1819,  and  siient  the  first  twelve  years 
of  his  life  there.  He  was  married  there,  in  1844, 
and  in  1849  set  his  face  westward,  coming  to  Illi- 
nois and  settling  on  a  farm  in  Kankakee  County. 
He  lived  there  until  18G5,  then  removed  to  Wil- 
mington ToWnship,  this  county,  wlrere  he  still 
lives. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  also  a  native  of  the 
Green  Slountain  State,  was  born  in  Stockbridge, 
Windsor  County,  to  Jonathan  and  Mar}'  (Ranney) 
Holland.  The  latter  were  also  natives  of  Vermont, 
where  they  spent  their  entire  lives.  To  Charles  and 
Lucy  Luther  there  were  born  three  children  only, 
vi/,. :  Julius  J.,  Charles  W. ;  and  Frederick  A.,  of 
this  sketch.  The  latter  is  the  only  surviving  mem- 
ber of  tlie  family.  .lulius  J.  was  in  Chicago  sev- 
eral years  prior  to  his  death.  He  was  a  man  of  fine 
business  qu:ilifications  and  considerable  means,  and 
for  several  years  was  the  owner  and  superintenil- 
ent  of  the  Brink  Express  Company. 

Frederick  A.  Luther  has  been  a  resident  of  this 
county  since  1805.  He  has  followed  farming  all 
his  life,  and  owns  one  hundred  and  sixtj'  acres  of 
land,  mniprising  a  vvell-improved  farm  lying  about 
(lue  and  oni'-half  miles  northwest  of  Wilmington. 
He  has  a  fine  residence,  with  substantial  outbuild- 
ings, an  ample  supply  of  farm  machinery,  and  all 
the  other  appliances  for  prosecuting   his  calling  in 


a  profitable  and  successful  manner.  In  addition  to 
general  agriculture  he  is  considerabl}'  interested  in 
blooded  horses,  of  which  he  is  enabled  to  exhibit 
some  fine  specimens.  He  makes  of  farming  and 
stock-raising  an  art  and  a  science,  and  by  reading 
and  observation  keeps  himself  thoroughly  posted 
as  to  the  best  methods  employed  in  connection 
therewith. 

One  of  the  most  important  events  in  the  life  of 
Mr.  Luther  was  the  occasion  of  his  marriage,  Sep- 
tember 7,  1877,  with  Miss  Mary  E.  Thomas,  the 
wedding  taking  place  at  the  bride's  home  in  Wil- 
mington. Mrs.  Luther  was  born  January  10,  1856, 
in  England,  to  Henry  and  Mary  (Lester)  Thomas, 
who  were  likewise  natives  of  England,  and  with 
whom  she  came  to  America  when  a  child  nine  years 
of  age.  They  settled  in  this  county;  the  father  is 
deceased,  and  the  mother  is  still  living.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Luther  are  the  parents  of  two  sons — Charles 
J.  and  John  H.  Both  parents  and  sons  belong  to 
the  New  Jerusalem  Church,  and  our  subject,  po- 
litically, atliliates  with  the  Democratic  part}'. 


PAVID  L.  CHRISTIAN  occupies  a  farm  of 
)  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  on  section  13^ 
Peotone  Township,  which  is  sufficiently  large 
to  afford  a  comfortable  maintenance.  He  has, 
however,  obtained  what  is  better  than  silver  or 
gold,  a  good  name  and  the  respect  of  his  fellow- 
men.  He  has  been  a  leader  on  the  side  of  moral- 
ity when  it  took  high  moral  courage  to  announce 
his  beliefs  and  uplift  the  standard  of  right  and 
justice  in  the  community. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  V., 
September  C,  1824,  and  is  the  oldest  child  of  Da- 
vid and  Jane  (Wolverton)  Christian.  The  father 
was  born  in  1795,  and  the  mother  April  26,  1804, 
both  in  the  Empire  State,  where  their  marriage 
also  took  place,  the  date  of  that  event  being  Jan- 
uary 15,  1822.  The  wife  breathed  her  last  Au- 
gust 26,  1833,  after  having  borne  three  children, 
of  whom  our  subject  is  the  only  survivor.  Two 
years  after  her  death  the  father  removed  to  Mich- 
igan, sojourning  but  four    years"  ere  settling    in 
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DuPage  County,  111.,  on  a  farm  whicL  he  con- 
tinueil  to  occiipj'  until  overtaken  by  death,  in 
IS  15.  He  married  for  his  second  wife  Mrs. 
Christianna  Ketchum.  iiep  Churchill,  who  still  sur- 
vives. This  union  was  blest  by  the  birth  of  two 
children. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  received  a 
common-school  education  in  New  York  and  Mich- 
igan, his  3-outhful  days  being  passed  in  tiie 
ordinary  manner  of  a  farmer's  son.  Being  the 
eldest  child,  he  had  charge  of  his  father's  busi- 
ness for  a  few  years  prior  to  the  latter's  death, 
and  for  a  short  time  after.  He  took  up  the  High 
School  studies  in  tiie  old  Chicago  Academj-,  fitted 
himself  for  teaching  and  found  employment  in 
tlie  district  schools  of  UuPage  County,  for  three 
winters.  In  the  intervals  of  his  professional  work 
he  was  emploj'ed  on  the  construction  of  the  Ill- 
inois (fe  Michigan  Central  Railroad,  from  Kensing- 
ton to  Chicago.  During  a  part  of  three  seasons, 
in  1852-53-54,  he  was  occujjied  under  a  contract 
for  fencing  the  road,  and  some  of  the  fence  is 
still  standing  near  Madison,  after  thirty-seven 
years. 

In  tlie  fall  of  1851,  Mr.  Christian  returned  ti> 
the  old  home,  remaining  thereon  until  the  spring 
of  1858,  when  he  located  in  the  village  of  Peo- 
tone.  Will  County.  In  the  spring  of  1867  he  re- 
moved to  the  farm  where  he  has  since  resided. 
It  consisted  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
good  land,  wholly  unimproved  at  the  time  of  his 
purchase.  He  erected  upon  it,  in  1867,  a  good 
resi.'.ence,  which  cost  ^2,500,  tiie  accompanying 
barns  and  other  outbuildings,  and  placed  the  en- 
tire acreage  under  good  cultivation.  When  he  be- 
gan life  for  himself  Mr.  Christian  was  nearly 
empty-handed,  §250  being  his  share  of  his  father's 
estate.  He  has  an  inter&st  in  the  old  homestead 
in  DuPage  County. 

On  October  23,  1851.  Mr.  Christian  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Clara,  daughter  of  Sumuel 
and  Judith  (Elliott)  Page,  natives  of  New  Hamp- 
shire. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Page  removed  to  Illinois  in 
1839,  settling  in  Kane  County,  where  the  huiband 
died  in  1840,  his  widow  surviving  until  1863. 
They  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  three  of 
whom  are  now  living,  and  Mrs.  Christian   was  the 


fifth  in  order  of  birth.  Her  natal  day  was  March 
28,  1833,  and  her  native  State  New  Hampshire. 
She  attended  a  select  school  in  DuPage  County, 
111.,  enricliing  her  mind  with  useful  knowledge  and 
mental  culture.  A  womanl3'  woman,  her  quiet 
dignity  is  felt  in  ever\'  circle  tli.'it  she  enters,  and 
she  has  stood  side  by  side  with  her  husband  in 
moral  and  Christian  endeavors. 

To  ^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Christian  six  cliildren  have 
been  born,  as  follows:  Walter.  September  22,  1852: 
Ella,  February  27,  1854;  Mary,  October  1,  1.S5G; 
David  Warren,  November  6,  185'J;  Sarah  F., 
March  17,  18G3;  Clara  Jenny,  May  30,  1866. 
Thej'  have  received  more  than  common-school  ed- 
ucations, and  Warren  and  Clara  have  taught  in 
this  county.  More  than  one  of  the  family  are  es- 
pecially gifted  in  intellect  and  possess  musical 
and  other  talents.  The  three  eldest  children  are 
deceased.  Ella  passed  away  November  11,  187'J, 
leaving  a  host  of  friends  to  honor  her  roeraor}-.  Her 
especial  talent  was  for  music,  and  she  excelled  in 
organ  playing,  also  succeeding  wonderfully  as  a 
teacher.  With  a  strong  intellect  and  a  noble  heart, 
she  bore  a  share  in  the  good  works  instituted 
throughout  the  vicinit}',  and  became  greatly  hived. 
She  was  the  leader  of  the  music  in  the  church 
where  the  family  attended,  and  promoted  its  in- 
terests very  largely.  She  was  the  wife  of  Joliu  II. 
Hrayton. 

Two  of  the  surviving  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Christian  are  living  in  homes  of  their  own.  David 
W.,  a  merchant  in  Kankakee,  111.,  married  Cora  .1. 
Palmer,  and  has  one  child,  David  Palmer.  Sarah 
F.  is  the  wife  of  II.  Anson  Harsh,  of  Normal  Park. 
Cook  County',  and  they  have  one  child,  Clara. 

Mr.  Christian  has  been  School  Director  in  Dis- 
trict No.  C,  also  Township  Trustee  of  Schcwls, 
Township  Treasurer  of  Schools,  Supervisor  of  Peo- 
tone  Township  and  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  has 
always  taken  an  .active  interest  in  politics,  and  at 
the  beginning  of  his  political  experience  was  a 
strong  AI)olitionist.  For  twenty-five  years  he  has 
been  identified  with  the  Republican  party,  for  which 
he  has  acted  as  Township  Representative,  in  con- 
ventions, probablv  a  greater  number  of  times  than 
anj-  other  man  here.  He  has  also  been  a  delegate 
to   State  and   Congressional   conventions.     Before 
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the  war  lie  was  connected  with  the  '■undei-ground 
railroad,"  and  during  the  war  lie  was  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  ['nion  League. 

For  aljout  live  years  Mr.  Christian  was  the  only 
man  in  the  village  of  Peotone  who  would  speak  out 
in  behalf  of  temperance,  liquor  being  at  that  time 
sold  there  without  license.  So  frank  had  he  been 
in  expressing  his  views,  and  so  ardently  had  he 
labored  against  tlie  licpiiir  interest,  that  he  was  at 
one  lime  threatt'iid  by  mob  violence,  but  goi.id 
counsel  finally  pre\-ailed  and  he  was  not  miilested. 
IJdlli  he  and  his  wife  formerly  belonged  to  the 
fiood  Templais'  organization  and  held  (iltice  therein. 

The  entire  Christian  family  belong  to  the  Meth- 
odist l''.|iiscopal  Church,  ami  take  an  active  part  in 
the  woik  of  the  denomiiKition,  especially  in  the 
.Sunday-school  and  music.  I'lie  son  Warren  has 
ever  been  connected  witli  the  choir,  his  tine  bass 
voice  adding  volume  and  di'ptli  to  the  lighter  t(.>nes 
of  his  sisters  au<l  others.  Mr.  Cliiistian  took  ])ai't 
in  the  initiatory  steps  to  seeuie  [ireaching  (.)f  the 
<  iospel,  and  a  |)lace  of  vvorslii|)  in  the  village  of 
Peotone.  He  is  Trustee,  Stevvard  ami  Class  Leader; 
be  has  been  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school 
in  I'eotoni'  t went\'-three  years  continuously,  and 
held  the  same  position  elsewhere.  At  present  he 
teaches  the  llible  class.  .Mrs.  Christian  has  had  a 
class  for  .about  twenty-two  years  continuously,  .and 
the  eliilihen  lia\-e  also  been  teaebers.  The  influence 
exerted  b\'  such  a  fathei'  and  mother  is  bey<unl 
calculation,  and  when  extended  liy  fiie  sons  and 
daughters  the  lienelit  to  mankind  is  boundless, 
giving  reason  for  the  approval  of  all  who  fi'cl  an 
interest  in  the  advancement  of  humanity'. 


^ 
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Yi'OHN  WILLIAM  DIERSEN  is  a  prosperous 
farmer  and  stock-raiser,  whose  line  farm  is 
located  on  section  15,  Crete  Townshi|i.  lie 
is  the  fortunate  possessor  of  twj  hundre(l 
and  ftn-ty  acres  of  highly-improved  Laud,  besides 
thiity  acrt'S  of  timbei',  all  of  which  formerly  jie- 
h'uged  to  his  father,  whom  he  succeeded  in  the 
ownership  and  operation  of  the  homestead.  It  has 
been   almost   his  life-long  home,  as   he   came  to  it 


with  his  parents  in  his  youth,  having  previously 
lived  in  Chicago  some  six  years.  The  family  ar- 
rived in  America  in  1846  from  Hesse-Cassel,  Ger- 
many, where  lie  of  whom  we  write  was  born,  Sep- 
tember 2,  1838. 

John  II,  Diersen,  fatl>er  of  our  subject,  was  of 
good  German  blood,  and  in  his  native  country  was 
in  the  employ  of  a  German  nobleman  liearing  the 
name  of  Munchhaiisen,  from  the  time  he  was  a 
young  man  until  he  came  to  the  United  States.  He 
married  Sophia  Hue,  who  was,  like  her  husband,  a 
native  of  the  Prussian  Province  of  Hesse-Cassel 
and  of  pure  Hessian  aneestr}'.  After  the  birth  of 
four  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  Mr. 
Diersen  set  out  for  America  with  his  wife,  son  and 
two  daughters.  They  set  sail  from  I5remen  in 
May,  IS-lf),  and  after  a  tedious  V03'age  landed  in 
the  American  iiietid[iolis,  July  b.  Thence  they 
went  up  the  Hudson  Kiver  to  Albany,  thence 
on  the  canal  to  Buffalo,  where  they  embarked  upon 
a  lake  steamer,  which  anchored  in  Chicago  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  month.  I'liey  remained  in  that 
city  until  18u2,  when  Mr.  Diersen  procured  forty 
acres  of  Government  land  in  Will  County  and  be- 
gan agricultuial  labors  as  a  poor  farmer. 

r>3'  hard  work  and  the  rigid  cc(_niomy  best 
known  to  tbemseU'es,  he  and  his  wife  got  on  in 
the  wtnid,  linally  becoming  cpiite  rich.  Tlie_\-  ac- 
cumulated the  land  now  owned  by  their  son,  im- 
proved and  occupied  it  for  S(mie  ^ears,  finally 
removing  to  Crete  Village,  where  both  died.  The 
death  of  INIrs.  Diersen  took  place  in  1885,  and  that 
of  her  husband  in  1.S87.  Initli  being  about  seventy- 
three  years  of  age.  They  were  estimable  people, 
well  known  in  the  vicinity  and  well  respected. 
They  were  closely  connected  with  the  work  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  to  which  they  gave  lilierally. 
The  only  members  of  his  family  now  living  are 
our  subject  and  bis  sister,  Mrs.  Sophia  Brown, 
of  Chicago.  Before  his  mariiage  Mr.  Diersen  h.ad 
served  his  country  as  a  soldier  in  the  Hanoverian 
War. 

J.  W.  Diersen  assisted  his  |)arents  as  his  strength 
Would  permit,  becoming  of  age  on  the  farm  he 
now  owns  and  in  the  improvement  of  which  he 
took  |)ait.  He  was  married  in  this  township  to 
Engel    Deseuisz,  who    was    born     in    llcsse-Cassel, 
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Germany,  August  28,  1842.  When  sixteen  years 
old  she  accompanied  lier  brother  Pliilip  to  Amer- 
ica, their  home  being  made  in  this  county.  I'hilip 
Desenisz  served  some  time  dnrinsj  tlie  late  Ivuliellion 
as  a  member  of  the  I'nion  army.  Mrs.  DIersen  re- 
ceived a  good  practical  education  and  excellent 
liome  training  from  her  worthy  parents,  and  dur- 
ing her  mature  years  has  exhibited  marked  ability 
as  a  housewife  and  great  kindness  in  her  domestic 
and  social  relations.  Her  mother. Sophia  (Sailer) 
Desinisz.  died  in  the  ye.ar  ISHl.  beinii'  then 
(pMte  old.  Her  father.  I'hili|i  Desenisz,  Sr..  is  still 
living  in  his  native  clime,  where  he  has  been  a 
small  farmer.  He  is  a  lifelong  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  of  which  his  deceased  wife  was 
also  a  communicant. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  has  borne  him  twelve 
children,  of  whom  we  note  the  folhjwing:  John  is 
:i  hardware  de;der  in  Ci-ete,  his  wife  being  Sophia 
I'iepenbrink;  William  is  at  [iresent  working  in  a 
grain  house  in  the  same  town;  Louisa  is  the  wife  of 
Phillip  I'ie|ierbrink.  a  farmer  in  Crete  Township; 
llcury  is  now  with  his  lirother,  assisting  him  in  the 
hardware  business  ;  August,  Herman,  Gotleib, 
Amelia,  j'",iin]ia,  Walter,  Anna  and  Otto  are  at 
home  Herman  is  learning  the  trade  of  a  black- 
smith. Mr.  l)ierscn  has  held  the  minor  odices  of 
the  township  and  is  now  acting  in  the  cai)acit\'  of 
School  Director,  and  has  been  Highway  Commis- 
sioner since  IHTl.and  has  alsf)  lieeu  Treasurer 
for  the  same  length  of  time,  ;inil  is  Secretary  of 
the  Crete  Farmers'  Mutual  Insurance  Comi)any. 
ile  and  the  members  of  his  familj'  who  are  entitled 
to  vote  belong  to  the  Republican  party.  The  en- 
tire family,  parents  and  children,  belong  t<]  the 
Lutheran  Chuich. 

|P:V.  ERNST  a.  BRAIKI{.  p.astor  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  at  Crete,  is 
Iss  Y  one  of  the  ablest  men  in  the  ministry  ami 
"  besides  possessing  natural  talents  of  a  high 
order,  is  finely  educated,  a  close  student  and  an 
extensive  reader.  For  the  last  forty-three, years 
he  has  given  his  entire  attention  to  the  interests  of 


his  church  and  people  and  is  greatly  esteemed  in 
the  community,  not  only  among  those  with  whom 
he  is  intimately  associated,  but  l)y  the  people  at 
large.  Mr.  Brauer  came  to  this  place  from  St. 
Loui.'-,  Mo.,  where  for  six  years  he  had  been  p.astor 
of  Trinity,  one  of  the  oldest  Lutheran  Churches 
in  that  city.  Prior  to  this  he  was  for  ten  yeais  a 
Professor  in  Concordia  Theological  Seminary  at 
St.  Louis,  to  which  lu'  removed  from  Pittsburg, 
Pa.,  where  he  hail  been  connected  with  the  oldest 
chuirh  in  that  city  for  six  years.  During  the 
Civil  War  he  served  with  the  i\Iissouri  Militia  and 
assisted  in  quelling  the  disturbances  in  that  State, 
although  never  having  regularly  enlisted. 

Mr.  Brauer  assumed  charge  of  his  first  congre- 
gation at  Addison,  DuPage  County,  111.,  in  No- 
vember, 1847,  during  the  pioneer  days,  when  his 
salary,  like  his  congregatifui,  was  exceedingly  small 
and  continued  so  for  a  number  of  years  and  he 
lived  to  see  this  society  become  one  of  the  largest 
and  most  prosperous  in  the  Syno(|,  comprising  the 
.States  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri  and  others. 
He  was  one  of  the  earliest  preachers  of  the  Luth- 
eran denomination  in  Illinois  which  was  not  re|)- 
resented  by  any  other  for  a  number  of  years.  He 
laljored  faithfully  in  the  service  of  the  Master 
and  was  rewardeil  by  witnessing  in  due  time  a 
bountifid  harvest. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  in  the  King- 
dom of  Hanover,  April  I'.J,  l.SI'J,  his  eaiiy  home 
being  in  the  virinity  f>f  jS'orlhcim.  He  received 
Ills  education  at  a  cloister  in  Elfeldt,  where  he  pur- 
sued his  studies  six  years,  liut  he  afterward  en- 
tered the  University  at  Gottingen  from  which  he 
was  duly  graduated  and  after  this  he  lueame  a  pu- 
[)il  in  the  college  at  Berlin.  Subsequently  he  be- 
came a  private  tutor  in  the  famil}-  of  iMr.  Oni])- 
teda,  the  German  Ambassador  at  London,  and  was 
thus  occupied  two  years.  At  the  ex|iiration  of 
this  time  he  sailed  for  America  in  October,  l.s[7, 
and  after  a  nine  weeks'  voyage  landed  in  Xevv 
York  City.  He  had  only  intended  remaining  a 
few  years  in  this  countiy.  but  his  labors  have 
been  attended  with  sui'h  prosperity  and  he  has 
made  so  many  friends,  besides  becoming  greatly 
attached  to  its  institutions  that  he  has  no  desire  of 
returning  exee|it  to  visit  the  scenes  of   his   youth. 
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AVbile  a  resident  of  Addison,  Mr.    Brauer  made 
tlie  acquaintauce  of  Miss  Beate  Reinmann,  who  be- 
came liis  wife  Septemljer  9.  1849,  the  wedding  tak- 
ing   )jlaee    in     Chicago.      3Irs.    Brauer    was    born 
October  2.3.    1822,  in   the  town   of   Scliullmburg. 
Hanover,  and  is  the  daugliterof  Richard  Reinmann 
who   was  of  pure  German  ancestr}-.     She  was  care- 
fuUv   reared   and  received    a  thorough  education 
in  her  native  tongue.     She  went  to  Paris,    France, 
with  an  uncle  and  from  there  came  to  America  in 
1849.     Of  her  union  with  our  subject    tliere   have 
been  born  nine  children,  all   of  wiiom   arc  living. 
Five  sons  and  two  daughters  are  married.     Albert 
H.  was  born  in  1850  and  at  an  early   age   evinced 
more  llian  ordinary  talent,  being  fond  of  liis  books 
and    ambJLious  to   excel    in    his   studies.       lie   was 
graduated  at  Ft.  Wayne,  (lud. )  College  and  later  at 
Concordia  Seminary   in  .St.  Louis.     He    now  has 
charge  of  the  Lutheran  congregation   at   Beecher, 
111.     He  married  Jliss  Louisa  .Stein,  of  St.   Louis, 
Mo.  and  they   are  the   parents   of    seven  children. 
Jane  became   tlie   wife   of    Prof.   Theoi)hile   Mees, 
Rector  of  the  Ohio  Seminary  at    Woodville,  Ohio; 
they  liave  six  children.     Dorotliea  is  at  home  with 
her  [Kuents;  Charles  II.  married   Miss  Anna  Bart- 
ling  and  is    living   at    Eagle    Lake,  111.       He  was 
educated   in     S|)ringfield,   III.,    and    has  cliarge  of 
St.     .lohn's    Kvangelical     Lutheran     Church.       He 
is  llic   fatlier  of    fuur    chihlren.      .Vugust    G.     was 
eiiucaled  in  a  Scminaiy  at  St.  Louis,  where  he  now 
lives  engaged  as  a  stove  repairer;  he  married  Miss 
.\melia  Sclnniclit    and    tUey    have  four   cliildren; 
llelene  is  tlic   wife  of  tlie   Rev.   I''rederick  Pfoten- 
liaucr.  who  has  charge  of  a  congregation  at  Lewis- 
ton.  Wis.  and  tliey  have  four  children;  Herman  E. 
is  tlie  [lastor  of  tlie  Lutheran  Church  at  Niles,  this 
State;    he    was    educated    in    .St.    Louis,    Mo.    and 
S[)ringfield.  III.,  and   married  .Miss  Johanna  Brock- 
man  of  Chicago;  they  have  four  children.  Frederick 
E.  was  giaduated  at  Ft.  W.ayne,  (Ind.)   Seminary- 
and  later  at  Concordia  Seminary,  St.  Louis,  and  is 
now  assistant  pastor  with  his  father,  besides  having 
charge   of   olhei-   local   churches;  he    married   Miss 
Anna  Meyer  of  Lake  \iew.  III.;  the^'   make  their 
home  with  our  subject.     William  A.   is   a   minister 
of  the  Lutlieran  Church,  iiaving  charge   of  a  flour- 
ishing congregation    at    Hammond,    Ind.;   he  was 


graduated     from    the     college    of    his    church    at 
Springfield,  III.     He  is  unmarried. 

Mr.  Brauer  and  his  sou  Frederick  have  a  fine 
library  of  which  they  make  constant  use  and  which 
contains  many  choice  volumes  including  some  an- 
cient works  of  great  value.  The  family  holds  a 
liigh  social  position,  representing  the  culture  and 
refinement  of  the  community. 

-^-* o*<»-(c5/x  &-°*°~ -■«— 

^r  BRAHAM  GOCKLEY.  A  compend  of 
W^fut  biographies  of  residents  in  Jackson  Town- 
ship would  be  incomplete  if  it  did  not  in- 
clude that  of  the  gentleman  above  named, 
a  retired  farmer  who  is  now  enjoying  the  fruits  of 
his  earl}'  industry.  His  farm  is  on  section  24, 
where  he  has  resided  since  April  1857.  He  now 
makes  his  home  in  Joliet.  His  landed  estate  com- 
prises two  hundred  and  seventy  acres  which  he 
rents,  feeling  that  he  is  entitled  to  repose  in  his 
declining  years.  The  residerjce  is  of  pleasing  ar- 
chitectural design,  well  furnished  and  pleasantly 
|i:)cated.  and  all  of  the  outbuildings  upon  the 
estate  are  well  built  and  sufficient  in  size  and  num- 
ber to  adequately  shelter  stock,  cro))S,  and  ma- 
chinery. 

The  early  life  of  Mr.  Gockley  was  spent  in  Lan- 
caster County,  Pa.,  iu  which  he  was  born  May  17, 
1827.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  early  deter- 
mined to  follow  the  business  of  farming  and  stock- 
raising,  which  he  has  done  tlirtmghout  his  entire 
active  life.  He  was  married  in  his  native  county 
in  October,  1848,  to  ^liss  Hannah  Lutz,  wlio  was 
born  in  the  same  county  in  1827.  When  the  re- 
moval to  this  county  was  made  the  family  in- 
cluded three  children.  The  parents  have  iiad  ten 
sons  and  daughters,  five  of  whom  died  when  they 
were  young. 

The  living  children  of  Abraham  Gockley  and 
his  esteemed  wife  are:  Henry,  a  resident  of  Joliet; 
.Sarah,  wife  of  Harmon  Deutschman  of  Jackson 
Tovvcship;  Marinda,  wife  of  Andrew  Peterson,  of 
Jackson  Township;  Albert,  a  resident  of  Joliet, 
and  Mary,  wife  of  Jerry  Johnson,  of  Rice  County, 
Kan.     The  devoted     wife  and   mother  was  called 
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from  time  tu  eternity  April  25,  1867.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  German  Bai)tist  C'liurch,  whose 
principles  she  ever  endeavored  to  carry  out  in 
daily  life. 

The  nature  of  Mr.  (lockley  is  extremely  ueiiiui 
and  social,  and  liis  memory  is  stored  with  iiifor 
mation  and  incidents  of  earlier  life,  wliich  malve 
him  an  entertaining  companion.  He  manifests  a 
deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  tliose  about  him, 
particularl}'  in  the  cause  of  education  and  the 
spreading  of  the  Gospel.  He  has  been  School  Di- 
rector for  twelve  jears  and  is  an  active  member  of 
the  German  Baptist  Church. 


^AMES  U.  ASHLEY.  The  subject  of  this 
]  notice  is  familiarly  called  "the  fatlier  of  all 
the  wire  mills  of  this  count}'."  He  is  one 
the  oldest  residents  of  the  county,  li.'iviuLr 
come  to  riainfield  as  earlj-  as  1837,  when  a  bo^'  of 
twelve  years.  He  was  born  February  3,  1825,  in 
Martinsbiirg,  Lewis  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  the  son 
of  Riley  15.  and  Sally  (Searles)  Ashley,  the  latter 
of  whom  died  when  her  son  .lames  R.  was  only  two 
years  old,  also  leaving  an  infant  daughter  who  died 
in  early  childhood. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  remained  with  his  fa- 
ther in  his  native  place  until  1837,  and  then  the 
latter  decided  to  emigrate  to  Illinois,  set  out  with 
his'litilc  family  and  in  company  with  three  other 
families  journej'ed  overland  with  teams  from  New 
York  to  this  county.  After  a  tedious  journej'  of 
one  month  they  arrived  in  the  embryo  town  of 
.loliet,  .June  9,  following. 

The  father  being  a  Baptist  minister  i)urchnsed  a 
home  in  the  village  of  Plainlield  and  also  bouglit 
a  farm  in  that  vicinit}',  the  latter  of  which  he 
leased  while  he  confined  his  attention  to  his  pas- 
toral duties.  He  organized  the  first  Baptist  Church 
in  the  place  and  remained  in  charge  of  it  for  sev- 
end  years.  Through  his  efforts  various  other 
cliiu'ches  were  organized  throughout  the  surnjund- 
ing  country,  and  among  these  he  labored  faithfully, 
sometimes  going  as  far  as  Chicago  to  preach.  He 
maintained  his  home  continuously  in  Plainficid  and 


died  there  in  August,  1880,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-one  3ears.  He  had  in  the  meantime  con- 
tracted a  second  marriage  and  there  were  born  to 
him  three  more  children,  only  one  of  whom  is 
now  living.  After  the  death  of  his  wife,  he  was 
married  a  third  time,  and  his  widow  is  at  (jresent 
residing  in  Leydcn,  N.  Y. 

.James  H.,  of  this  notice,  was  reared  by  his  father 
and  step-mother  in  I^lainfield,  and  was  given  a 
good  education,  completing  his  studies  at  Warren- 
ville,  this  State.  He  first  engaged  in  business  in 
I'lainfield  as  a  merchant  in  a  small  way  and  by  the 
exercise  of  a  wise  economy,  succeeded  in  accurau 
lating  sufficient  means  to  erect  a  large  store  build- 
ing in  which  he  placed  a  first-class  stock  of 
merchandise.  He  conducted  the  business  until 
.July,  1870,  and  then  sold  tiut.  In  the  meantime, 
when  the  townsliip  organization  was  effected  he 
was  elected  Township  Clerk,  which  position  he 
held  for  a  period  of  lifteen  years.  During  that 
time  he  also  held  the  ollice  of  Justice  of  the  Peace 
two  terms  and  in  addition  to  this,  from  the  fall  of 
1802  until  the  spring  of  1870,  was  the  United  States 
(danger  for  what  was  then  the  Eighth  Congres- 
sional District,  cdmprising  six  counties.  He  had 
the  suiiervision  of  all  the  distilleries,  wholesale 
licpKir  and  rectifying  establishments  within  his 
bailiwick,  and  was  required  to  inspect  all  liquors 
made  and  collect  the  tax  thereon.  It  will  thus  be 
seen  that  diu'ing  those  years  he  was  a  ver^'  busy 
man. 

After  disposing  of  his  mercantile  interests  Mr. 
Ashley  rested  for  a  time,  then,  in  1874,  removed  to 
.Toliet  and  became  connected  with  the  firm  of  A.  B. 
Sharpe  ife  Co.,  with  whom  he  remained  until  .Jan- 
nar}',  187G.  Ho  then  sold  his  interest  in  the  con- 
cern and  that  same  day  he  and  his  brother  formed 
a  partnership  with  II.  B.  Scultand  William  Wat- 
kins,  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  wire  fence — 
Mr.  Ashley  furnishing,  with  the  exception  of  8500, 
.all  the  capital.  The  partners  operated  together 
until  the  summer  of  1876,  and  resolved  themselves 
into  the  .loliet  Wire  Fence  Company,  taking  iii 
several  new  men  and  Mr.  Watkins  dropping  out. 
They  located  their  plant  at  Adam's  Dam  until  the 
1st  of  August  when  it  was  destro^'ed  by  fire.  Not 
tinding  a  suitable    location   elsewhere,   they    took 


256 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


their  machinery  to  the  penitentiary  and  the  cuni- 
pany  continued  to  do  business  until  January  1, 
1879.  Then  Mv.  Seutt,  D.  Robertson  and  Mr. 
x\shley  purchased  the  interest  of  tlie  other  part- 
ners anil  formed  tlie  new  firm  of  II.  I>.  .Scutt  ife 
Co.,  and  they  operated  until  September,  1881, 
when  Mr.  Ashley  disposed  of  his  interest  in  the 
business  to  his  partners. 

In  the  meantime  Mr.  Ashley  organized  another 
firm  called  the  Joliet  AVire  Company,  with  a  caiiitai 
of  $50,000,  and  in  connection  with  it  established  a 
wire  drawing  company,  which,  however,  was  sepa- 
rate in  its  operations.  At  this  liuie  tliere  had  been 
no  enterprise  of  this  kind  west  of  the  city  of  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  and  it  was  made  a  grand  success.  In 
July  1882,  Mr.  Ashley  luirchased  the  mai  hiuer}'  of 
the  Joliet  Wire  Ct>m|)any  and  took  the  contract  for 
emiiloying  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  convicts 
for  eight  years.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time  he  or- 
ganized the  [irescnt  Ashley  Wire  Company, of  whirh 
he  was  made  President  and  Treasurci-.  On  account 
uf  his  failing  health,  W.  S.  HrooUs  was  appointed 
Acting  I'resident  and  Treasuier,  while  Mr.  Ashley 
retaine<l  the  chief  supervision  of  the  concern.  At 
the  last  eU'ction  of  stockholders  he  was  reelected 
I'resident  and  '{'reasiirer.  The  company  are  re- 
mo\  ing  their  [ilant  to  ihe  southwest  part  of  the 
city  on  the  banks  of  the  canal,  where  tliey  are 
erecting  extensive  brick  buildings  and  will  thus 
double  tlieir  present  capacity.  In  187C,  II.  li. 
Scult  A'  Co.,  constituted  the  third  firm  in  the 
United  States  engageil  in  the  manufacture  of  liarb 
wire  and  solved  the  i)rotilen.  of  the  feasibility  of 
such  fencing  on  the  western  [ilaiiis.  .Mi'.  Ashley 
has  large  real-estate  interests  in  -lolii't,  and  at  one 
time  owned  fort}-  thousand  acres  of  land  in  Flor- 
ida,three-fourths  of  which  he  subsequently  disposed 
of  to  parlies  in  this  city. 

The  marriage  of  James  K.  Ashley  ^iml  Miss  Julia 
F.Tyler  was  celebrated  in  Tlainlield,  ()(Hober27, 
1850.  &Irs.  Ashley  was  iiorn  in  .\pril,  1825,  in 
Bridgcwat(a',  Mas:.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Daniel 
T>ler,  who  spent  his  last  years  in  Troy,  N.  Y. 
The  Tyler  family  left  the  liay  Slate  in  an  early 
da}',  settling  in  Troy,  N.  Y..  wl.cri'  Mrs.  Ashley 
spent  her  younger  _years.  She  came  with  her  sister 
to  Plainfield  about  1841.  Of  this  union  there  were 


born  four  danghtei's,  only  one  of  whom  is  now 
living,  Ella  M.,  the  wife  of  tieorge  W.  Bush,  of 
Joliet.  Religiously,  Mr.  Ashley  is  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church  in  Plainfield,  while  in  jjolitical 
affairs  be  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  in  the  coun- 
cils of  his  party  occupies  a  prominent  place.  He 
has  made  for  himself  a  fine  record  in  business  cir- 
cles while  as  a  member  of  the  community  he  occu- 
pies no  secondary  position  among  his  fellow-citizens. 
Elsewhere  in  this  volume  will  be  found  a  litho- 
graphic pcjrtrait  of  Mr.  Ashley. 


S L-.i,^^' 


^,  AJIUEL  S.  WHITE.  Among  the  energetic 
men  who  came  tc)  Joliet  a  mimber  of  years 
auo,  and  wh(.)  were  identified  with  its  in- 
teicst  for  years,  living  an  upright  and  use- 
ful life  in  the  midst  of  their  fellow-niTU,  may  be 
numbered  tiie  late  Samuel  S.  White,  who  entered 
into  rest  February  3,  1884.  lie  was  born  in  Law- 
rence Ciiunty,  I'a,.  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  ob- 
tained his  education,  and  learned  the  trade  of  a 
painter.  For  some  j'cars  after  reaching  man's  es- 
tate he  continued  to  reside  in  the  Keystone  State, 
limling  abumlant  employmt  ut  at  his  trade,  in  whicii 
he  iiccame  pn.ificient.  and  which  he  followed  until 
his  death. 

.Vt  the  home  of  the  bride,  in  New  Castle,  of  his 
own  native  county,  on  Ajiril  22,  1851,  Mr.  White 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Inez  E.  Craw- 
ford. This  lad\'  was  a  native  of  the  town  in  which 
her  wedding  took  plaitc.  and  had  oi)ened  her  eyes 
to  the  light  July  25,  18.'15.  She  is  the  third  of  six 
children  born  to  David  and  Rebecca  (Ilozack) 
Crawford,  the  parents  having  also  been  natives  of 
the  Ive3'stone  State.  She  possesses  many  virtues  of 
character,  much  iiitelligence,  and  the  cordial  man- 
ners wliicli  add  to  the  attractions  of  the  true  wo- 
man. 

After  tlieir  marriage  Mv.  and  Mrs.  White  con- 
tinued to  reside  in  New  Castle  some  five  or  six 
years,  after  which,  in  1856,  the}'  came  to  Joliet. 
In  the  spring  of  18G8  they  settled  on  a  tract  of 
land    not    far   from    the   city,  and  there  Mr.  White 
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breathed  his  last.  The  widow  still  occupies  tlie 
homestead,  which  consists  of  about  eighty  acres  of 
fertile  land,  upon  which  such  improvements  have 
been  made  as  are  common  to  the  homes  of  those 
who  are  in  comfortable  circiinistances  and  pos- 
sessed of  encrg\'  and  good  taste. 

Mr.  White  belonged  to  tlie  U niversalist  Church, 
in  which  he  held  good  standing,  and  among  the  so- 
cial bodies  was  connected  with  tlie  Kniglits  Temp- 
lar. He  was  the  father  of  live  children,  named 
respectively:  Ella  L.,  Lillian  M..  C  Harold,  Da- 
vid C.  and  Florence  K. 


AMUP:L  L()EHSTP:IN.  The  latc  Samuel 
Loebstein,  who  died  at  his  home  in  Heecher, 
JLarch  15,  1888,  was  a  prominent  citizen 
of  the  place  in  which  he  lia<l  lieen  thclirst 
to  establish  a  general  store.  It  was  situated  in 
what  is  now  the  eastern  part  of  liecrher.  but  was 
formerly  known  a.^'  Washington  Center.  A  stdie 
building  was  crectcil  .-uid  the  business  established 
in  1871).  and  llif  piupiietor  had  from  the  start  an 
excellent  liade,  which  increased  and  br(jnglit 
wealth  t<i  the  originator  and  extencle<l  his  reputa- 
tion as  an  liou<nable  and  enterprising  dealer.  The 
store  was  well  located  to  accomodate  the  country 
trade,  and  .Mr.  Loebstein  thoroughly-  understood 
the  needs  of  his  customers  and  with  the  assistance 
of  his  able  wife  kei)t  the  establishment  well  stocked 
and  the  business  carefully  managed  in  eveiy  de- 
tail. During  his  active  life  at  this  |ilace  Mr.  Loeb- 
stein was  also  extensively  engaged  in  bu^  ing  and 
selling  stock. 

The  natal  day  of  oui'  subjei'l  was  Februarj'  l.'i, 
1882,  and  his  birthplace  llebenhausen,  Wnrtem- 
berg,  Germany.  He  was  the  son  of  Jacob  Loeb- 
stein, a  native  of  the  same  kingdom,  whose  business 
was  that  of  a  horse  dealer  and  who  was  a  promi- 
nent man  in  his  town.  He  had  married  a  native 
of  the  same  kingdom,  who  also  passed  her  entile 
life  there. 

Their  son,  of  whom  we  write,  was  but  a  boy 
when  he  lost  his  i)arciits  and  after  becoming  of  age 
he  set  out  to  try  his  fortune  in    the    New    World. 


After  landing  In  New  York  he  went  at  once  to 
Chicago.  111.,  from  which  point  he  traveled  in 
Illinois,  Indiana  and  Michigan  for  some  tinu',  llii- 
ally  locating  in  Dwyer,  Ind.  There  he  began  his 
career  as  a  stock  dealer,  thence  coming  to  what  is 
now  Beecher.  111.  He  possessed  excellent  busi- 
ness (lualilications  and  made  a  success  of  whatever 
he  undertook.  He  belonged  to  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, being  enrolled  in  Blue  Lodge,  No.  740,  at 
Grant  Park.  Li  politics  he  was  a  stanch  Democrat. 
He  came  of  the  old  llel)rew  slock  and  was  a  tirm 
believer  in  the  .lewish   religion. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Loebstein  .and  Miss  Anna 
Hess  was  celebrated  in  Chicago.  The  briile  was 
born  in  Aufhausen,  Germany,  Se[)tember  2;>.  isi'j, 
and  VYas  cpiite  young  when  her  parents  came  to  the 
I'nited  States.  In  this  eoiiiitiy  she  grew  to  matur- 
ity and  received  her  ediieation.  She  possesses  a 
eulluied  mine!,  friendly  iiKinners  and  a  more  than 
ordin.ary  amount  of  business  ability,  which  has 
been  p;ulieiilarly  manifested  since  the  death  of  her 
husband  in  keeping  the  enterprise  in  which  he  had 
been  engaged  going  with  its  iHjnnal  sueeess.  Her 
judgment  regarding  stock,  her  shrewdness  in  buy- 
ing, and  the  thorough  o\ersiglit  which  she  gives 
to  cvi'ry  detail  of  tin;  business  marks  her  as  a 
uoiihy  nicniiier  (if  a  race  from  which  such  able 
linaueiers  a>.  the  Kotlii'liilds  .-uid  others  have  sprung. 
She  is  the  mother  of  live  children,  of  whom  Miii- 
iiie.  .lennie  and  Polly  died  in  infancy.  The  siir- 
\' Ivors — lOmma  .-iiid  l''ainiie — are  now  making  their 
home  with  their  maternal  grand|iarents  in  Chicago 
and  being  well  educated  in  the  Douglas  School  of 
that  city.  Mrs.  Loebstein  belongs  to  the  Jewish 
Chuieh. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Loebstein  are  Lippman  and 
Jetty  (Leiter)  Hess,  natives  of  Aufhausen,  Ger- 
many, where  the  father  was  liorn  INLiy  22.  1818, 
and  the  mother  June  2j,  lS2.j.  They  were  com- 
panions in  youtli  and  their  childish  regard  strength- 
ened and  led  them  to  unite  their  lives  and  for- 
tunes. Mr.  Hess  was  a  manufacturer  of  vinegars 
in  Germany  until  late  in  thosummcr  of  18r)(;,  when 
he  emigrated  to  America.  The  family'  which  in- 
cluded three  children,  after  cro.ssing  the  ocean  set- 
tled in  Ivochester.  X.  Y..  later  removing  to  Har- 
risburg.  Pa.,  and   still   later  to  Freeport,  III.    They 
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finally  located  in  Chicago  where  Mr.  :uul  Mrs.  Hess 
ran  a  hotel  for  some  years.  They  have  now  re- 
tired from  active  labor  and  are  still  living  on  the 
South  side.  They  are  now  quite  full  of  years  but 
smart  and  active,  and  are  excellent  representa- 
tives of  their  race.  Mr.  Hess  is  a  man  of  much 
ability,  recognized  as  such  by  all  who  knew  hira, 
and  both  have  many  friends  in  their  wide  circle  of 
acquaintances.  They  are  devoted  adherents  of  the 
.lewish  faith. 


Vw/OHN  H.  KOBINSON,  deceased,  began  his 
residence  in  Will  County,  in  the  fall  of  1844, 
making  his  first  settlement  in  Troy  Town- 
ship, but  several  years  later  removing  to 
Joliet  Township.  In  the  latter  he  breathed  his 
last  December  8,  1873.  During  the  early  3'ears  of 
his  residence  here  he  lilled  the  official  station  of 
Supervisor.  His  birth  took  place  in  Tonawanda, 
Niagara  Count}',  N.  Y.,  .Tune  5,  1811,  and  at  his 
native  place  he  resided  until  he  was  nineteen  j'cars 
old.  He  tlien  came  West  as  far  as  Ashtabula 
County,  ( Jliiu.  wliich  was  his  home  until  he  removed 
to  Illinois.  During  his  residence  in  Ohio,  he  re- 
turned to  his  native  State  and  in  the  town  of  Hamp- 
ton, Washington  County,  was  united  in  marri.age 
with  Miss  Nancy  A.  Hulett.  This  worthy  lady 
was  a  native  of  that  place,  where  her  eyes  opened 
to  the  light  October  14,  1813.  Their  union  was 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  six  children,  four  of  whom 
died  in  infancy.  The  survivors  are  Andrew  J.  and 
.U)hn  H.,  the  former  a  resident  of  San  Francisco, 
Cal.,  and  the  latter  of  the  parental  homestead  in 
this  count>-. 

The  young  man,  who.  since  his  father's  cleatli, 
has  had  charge  of  the  Robinson  homestead,  was 
born  in  Cliannahon  Township,  February  20,  1855. 
He  was  educated  in  the  schools  in  Will  Count}' 
and  grew  to  manlKio<l  in  [tossession  of  a  goodly 
store  of  practical  knowledge  which,  taken  in  con- 
nection with  his  natural  inclination  toward  all  that 
is  progressive  and  enterprising,  has  brought  him 
rapidly  to  the  front  in  the  business   enterprises  in 


which  he  is  engaged.  The  homestead  comprises 
eighty  acres  on  which  are  excellent  improvements 
and  its  appearance  shows  that  it  is  ably  managed 
and  remunerative. 

Mr.  Robinson  is  also  engaged  in  the  Fire  Insur- 
ance business,  representing  the  Home  Company  of 
New  York,  and  he  also  represents  the  Michigan 
Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  of  Detroit.  He 
is  thoroughly  adapted  to  this  work,  having  an  acute 
and  almost  instantaneous  judgment  of  human  na- 
ture, and  a  persistence  in  presenting  his  cause  that 
is  kept  from  being  disagreeable  b}'  affable  manners 
and  good  conversational  powers.  In  all  business 
transactions  he  is  careful  yet  enterprising,  wiule  he 
ranks  high  among  the  public-spirited  citizens,  being- 
one  of  the  most  foremost  in  all  meritorious  snter- 
prises.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the  Richard 
Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Joliet,  and 
in  both  cit}'  and  country  is  well  and  favorably 
known  for  his  private  charactei'  and  his  business 
abilit}'. 

An  imi)ortant  step  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Robinson 
was  taken  June  16,  1886,  when  at  the  bride's  home 
in  Joliet  Township  he  was  uniteil  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Jennie  H.  Lawrence.  Siie  is  a  well  educated 
and  amiable  lady,  a  native  of  this  county,  and  one 
well  calculated  to  fill  her  place  at  the  head  of 
household  affairs.  Their  union  has  been  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  two  children,  Ja}-  and  Alice. 

OSES  BOWE  occupies  an  important  place 
among  the  loading  farmers  and  stock-rais- 
ers of  Will  Township,  who  have  contributed 
to  raise  it  to  its  present  prosperous  condi- 
tion, and  have  thus  materially  advanced  the  inter- 
ests of  the  county.  Mr.  Bowe  is  of  Irish  birth  and 
parentage,  born  in  County  Wexford,  town  of  Ball- 
clay,  June  22,  1835,  a  son  of  John  and  Annastatia 
Bowe.  They  had  five  children,  namely:  Mary. 
Ellen,  Elizabeth,  Moses  and  John  P.,  all  of  whom 
grew  to  maturity,  and  Ellen  and  Mary  married  and 
reared  families. 

Onr  subject  spent  the  early  j-ears  of  his  bo3'hood 
in  the  land  of  his   nativity,   coming  to  the  United 
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States  with  his  uncle,  Philip  Bowe,  in  1845,  who 
locaterl  in  Pennsylvania.  In  1852,  Mr.  Bowe  came 
to  Chicago,  wiiere  he  lived  two  years,  worliing  in 
the  employ  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railro.ad.  In 
1854  he  came  to  Monee,  where  he  was  connected 
with  the  same  railway  till  abont  1881.  He  then 
took  up  farming  for  a  living  and  located  on  the 
one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  acres  wiiieh  he  had 
purchased  here  in  1864,  and  on  which  he  had  made 
various  improvements.  He  now  has  his  place  in  an 
excellent  condition,  provided  with  suitable  build- 
ings, and  the  land  well  tilled.  He  gives  much 
attention  to  stock-raising  and  has  a  fine  herd  of 
thoroughbred  Short-horns.  Our  subject  lias  ac- 
quired this  propert}^  liy  the  exercise  of  Ins  keen 
foresight  and  practical  abilit\-. 

May  6,  1860,  Mr.  Bowe  took  nnlo  himself  a  wift- 
in  the  person  of  Miss  Hanora  Hurley.  She  is  a 
native  of  County'  Kerr}',  Ireland,  and  a  daughter 
of  Michael  and  Catherine  (Green)  Hurley.  They 
were  the  parents  of  five  children.-  lilllen.  John, 
Mary,  Catherine,  Hanora,  all  of  whom  came  to 
America,  with  the  exception  of  the  oldest,  all  mar- 
rying and  rearing  families,  excepting  John.  The 
latter  was  an  oUicer  in  the  Fedeial  Army,  serving 
as  Sergeant  during  the  late  war,  and  was  killed  in 
the  battle  of  Lookout  Mountain.  Mary  was  the 
first  to  come  to  the  United  States,  taking  up  her 
residence  in  Glens  Fall,  N.  Y.,  in  1847,  and  tiien 
subsequently  removing  to  Chicago.  Mrs.  Bowe 
came  to  the  I'nited  States  in  1852  and  has  ever 
since  been  a  resident  of  Illinois.  Of  her  happy 
wedded  life  with  our  subject  the  following  children 
have  been  born  :  Philip  S.,  John  J..  Michael  M., Will- 
iam M.,  and  Agnes.  William  died  at  the  age  of 
seventeen. 

We  have  seen  that  our  sul)ject  is  a  self-made 
man,  and  we  may  add,  what  seems  to  be  the  uni 
versal  testimony  of  the  entire  community,  that  he 
is  a  strictly  honorable,  straightforward  man,  a  most 
desirable  citizen  and  in  his  domestic  relations  is  all 
that  a  considerate  husband  and  wise  father  should 
be.  He  interests  himself  in  public,  social  and  reli- 
gious matters  and  Ijears  a  prominent  part  in  the 
civic  life  of  county  and  township,  having  been 
elected  Supervisor  to  represent  the  township  of 
Will  on  the  County  Board   for   five  3-ears  without 


opposition,  which  fact  speaks  well  for  his  popularity 
and  ability.  In  politics  he  is  a  decided  Democrat. 
Religiously  he  and  his  wife  are  esteemed  members 
of  the  Reformed  Cliurcli. 


AVID  S.  HKXNEBKRRY  occupies  one  of 
)!/  the  fine  tracts  of  land  of  which  Wesley  Town- 
ship boasts  so  many,  being  joint  proprietor 
with  his  brother  John.  It  consists  of  two  hundred 
and  sevent}'  fertile  acres  on  section  24,  on  which 
both  crops  and  stock  are  raised.  The  fields  pro- 
duce abundantly  under  the  intelligent  manage- 
ment to  which  they  are  subject,  and  the  most  care- 
less eye  will  discern  that  the  stock  is  in  excellent 
condition.  The  Messrs.  Ilenneberry  are  single,  but 
their  pleasant  home  is  presided  over  by  their  sister 
Jenny,  who  surrounds  them  with  all  the  home 
comfort  which  they  desire. 

In  County  Tipperarj',  Irelaml.  David  Ilenne- 
berry and  I5ridget  Reeves  were  born.  They  be- 
came man  and  wife,  and  have  reared  a  familj-  of 
seven  children,  viz:  David;  John  and  Annie 
(twins),  Jenny,  CUiristopher,  Jlary  and  Agnes. 
The  parents  came  to  America  in  1849,  making 
their  first  settlement  in  DiiPage  County,  111.  Tlicv 
removed  thence  to  Grundy  Count}',  and  a  few 
years  later  to  M.arshall  (bounty,  where  they  so- 
journed but  a  short  time.  Returning  to  Grundy 
County  they  resided  therein  until  1883,  when  they 
took  up  their  abode  on  a  farm  on  section  2,  Wes- 
ley Townshi|).  Will  County,  where  they   still   live. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  first  ojiened  his  eyes 
to  the  light  of  day  December  31,  1857,  in  Grundy 
Count}-.  He  was  educated  in  the  district  schools, 
and  began  life  for  himself  when  seventeen  years 
old  by  hiring  out  on  a  farm.  He  worked  as  a  farm 
hand  two  years,  then  in  1876  with  his  brother 
bought  the  place  which  they  now  occupy  and  oper- 
ate. Being  still  young  in  years,  they  have  plenty 
of  time  before  them  in  which  to  reach  a  high  posi- 
tion among  the  farmers  of  the  county,  and  to  add 
to  their  already  comfortable  possessions. 

INIr.  Hcnneberry  is  now  serving  his  fourth  term 
as  Supervisor  of  Wesley   Township,   and    his   con- 
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tmuance  in  office  indicates  the  opinion  tliat  is  held 
by  his  fellow-citizens  of  his  gocxi  juiluinent  and 
zeal.  For  three  years  he  hold  the  office  of  Road 
Commissioner  of  the  district.  The  Republican 
ticket  is  always  voted  by  him,  and  he  lias  ever 
been  active  in  political  work,  both  as  one  of  the 
rank  an<l  hie  of  the  party,  and  as  a  delegate  to 
connty  and  congrcssinnnl  conventions.  lie  has  tl)e 
ready  s)ii'ecli  and  fpiick  inlelligence  of  the  race 
from  which  he  descends,  is  resiiected  as  his  good 
qualities  deserve,  and  like  other  members  of  his 
family,  is  a  devout  member  <.if  the  Catholic  Church. 


*^  ANIKL  PATTERSON.  In  the  .annals  of 
Wheatland  Township,  the  name  of  this  gen- 
tleman occupies  an  honorable  place  as  one  of 
its  etlicient  pioneers  who  has  given  practical  aid  in 
making  it  one  of  the  finest  farming  regions  in  this 
section  of  the  county.  I>y  stea<ly  ti;)il  and  excel- 
lent management  he  has  acipiired  a  valuable  prop- 
erty since  he  came  to  Illinois  forty  years  ago,  and 
he  and  his  In-other  own  a  large  tract  of  land,  all 
lying  in  a  liod^y,  an<l  in  a  line  slate  of  cultivation 
anil  exceeilingly  well  impi-nved. 

t)ur  subject  is  a  native  of  Dumfriesliire,  Scot- 
lan<l,  born  Octolier  13,  182S.  His  parents  were 
Jolm  and  Jane  Patterson,  also  natives  of  that 
eonntry.  He  was  reared  in  the  land  of  his  birth 
on  a  farm,  and  received  a  fair  education.  Ambi- 
tions to  see  something  more  of  the  world  and  to 
build  up  a  home  for  himself,  he  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica in  1850,  taking  passage  at  Liverpool  on  a  sail 
vessel.  He  encountered  a  JKvivy  storm  at  sea 
which  lasted  nearly  a  week,  but  at  last,  after  a  voy- 
age of  thirty-seven  <lays,  lainlcd  in  safely  in  New 
York  City.  I-'mm  there  he  came  directly  to  this 
count}-,  and  for  a  time  made  his  home  with  his 
brother  .Mungn.  He  finally  settled  on  his  present 
farm  on  section  10,  in  which  he  owns  a  half  inter- 
est, his  brother  James,  who  li\es  with  him.  being 
tlie  pi-o|iriclor  of  the  remainder.  lliis  is  one  of 
tlie  lai-gcst  farms  i.-i  this  vicinity,  and  is  well  pro 
videil  with  substantial  bnililings,  nnidern  machin- 
ery and    everything  to  oi)erate   it  to   advantage. 


When  he  and  his  brother  first  took  possession  of  it 
it  WHS  in  a  wild  condition,  and  by  their  united 
labors  they  have  made  it  what  it  is  to-day.  Their 
farm  is  well  stocked,  as  they  pay  much  attention 
to  that  branch  of  business.  When  they  began 
farming-  here  Lockport  was  their  grain  market,  and 
grain  was  shipped  to  Chicago  from  that  place  b}' 
canal.  Almost  the  entire  growth  of  this  section  of 
Illinois  has  taken  place  under  their  eyes,  and  they 
have  ably  assisted  in  pl.acing  this  connty  where  it 
is  to-day,  among  the  foremost  agricultural  counties 
in  the  State. 

The  maiden  name  of  Mr.  Patterson's  wife  was 
Jane  Williamson,  and  she  is  also  of  Scottish  birth. 
He  has  found  in  her  a  true  helpmate,  one  who  is 
devoted  to  the  interests  of  her  family,  and  by  her 
patient  toil  has  been  a  factor  in  bringing  about  his 
prosperity.  They  have  had  ten  children,  of  whom 
the  following  are  living:  William,  Robert,  Mar- 
garet, John,  Mary,  Grace,  Laura  and  Frank. 

Mr.  Patterson's  life  has  been  one  of  industrious 
toil,  guided  by  discretion,  prudence  and  sound 
common  sense,  that  have  placed  him  among  the 
moneyed  men  of  Wheatland.  He  has  always  dis- 
played the  qualities  which  m.nk  a  good  citizen,  is 
loyal  to  his  adopted  country,  and  gives  his  alleg- 
iance to  the  Republican  party.  A  man  of  earnest 
views  and  strong  principles,  he  is  a  firm  temperance 
advocate.  He  has  interested  himself  in  forward- 
ing the  educational  advantages  of  the  township  as 
School  Director,  which  oflice  he  still  holds. 


r^^'HOMAS  DOIG.  New  Lenox  Township  prob  • 
,if''/^\\  'i'5l.V  li'is  not  a  more  enter|)rising,  liberal  or 
\^i/  public-spirited  man  within  its  limits  than  he 
with  whose  name  we  initiate  this  sketch.  He  is  a 
life-long  farmer  by  occupation,  but  notwithstand- 
ing the  cares  and  labors  involved  in  looking  prop- 
erly after  a  large  tract  of  land,  he  has  always  taken 
time  to  keep  himself  informed  in  regard  to  the 
various  enterprises  calculated  to  benefit  his  com- 
munity, and  to  these  has  given  his  uniform  sup- 
port. His  well-tilled  fields  yield  abundantly  the 
choicest  crops  of   Northern  Illinois,  and   he    cuiti- 
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vales  them  witli  tlie  latest  iiiipro\ecl  n):ii-lniier\  ' 
He  has  a  neat  anil  substantial  farm  iluilliii^.  ami 
the  various  outbuildings  reijuired  for  the  proper 
prosecution  of  his  ealliny. 

Thomas  I)oi<>:  traces  his  ancestry  to  one  of  the 
best  nationalities  on  the  face  of  the  L;l<ibe.  briny 
the  son  of  Andrew  Doiy-.  wlio  was  burn  September 
21,  IT'.iT,  on  the  river  Tav.  in  the  city  of  Dundee, 
in  Forfarshire,  Scotland,  'riic  latter  when  reach- 
ing manhood  married  Miss  Isabella  Fifi',  a  native 
of  his  own  shire,  the  wedding  occnrrinu  in  October, 
1805,  at  Dundee.  The  father  set  out  for  America 
in  1830,  and  located  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  where  he 
was  joined  by  his  family  two  years  later,  and  they 
lived  there  several  years.  He  follnwed  his  trade 
of  a  stonecutter,  was  a  skilled  '.vf)rliman,  and  was 
employed  in  the  erection  of  (tirard  College,  the 
Exchange  lluilding.  and  other  important  ediliccs 
in  the  city  of  Brotherly  Love. 

Karly  in  the  '40s  the  [larents  of  our  subject 
removed  to  ^Vashin^>to^,  1).  C,  where  Andrew 
Hoig  continued  his  former  business,  also  being  con- 
cerned in  the  erection  of  various  i)ublic  buildings, 
including  the  postofflce,  and  he  put  up  the  self- 
supiiorting  hanging  stairs,  a  piece  f)f  architectm-e 
diilicult  to  accomplish,  and  which  has  Iteen  gazed 
upon  by  admiring  thousands.  He  was  also  em- 
ployed t>n  the  Capitol  Building  anil  other  import- 
ant structures,  remaining  there  until  1817.  That 
3'ear  he  decided  to  seek  his  fortunes  in  the  West, 
and  coming  to  Will  County  settled  in  Homer  Town- 
ship, and  securing  a  tract  of  land  changed  his 
occuiiation  to  that  of  a  farmer.  He  built  up  a  com- 
fortable home  and  lived  there  until  after  the  death 
of  the  mother,  who  passed  a\va3'  Maj'  4,  ISGl.  Mr. 
Hoig  survived  his  estimable  partner  for  a  period 
of  twenty-si,\-  years,  departing  this  life  at  the  home 
of  his  son  .VIexander,  on  Maple  Street,  New  Leno.K 
Township,  February  17,   1887. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there  was  born  a 
family  of  ten  children,  of  whom  the  record  is  as 
follows:  Jlary  Ann  died  in  Philadelphia  in  girl- 
hood; Elizabeth  became  the  wife  of  William  Fer- 
guson and  died  in  Chicago,  111.;  Thomas  resides 
on  Maple  Street  in  New  Lenox  Township;  Andrew 
is  a  miller  by  trade  and  lives  in  McHcnry  County; 
Jessie     died    in    Philadelphia    when   quite    young; 


.lames  is  fai'niing  iji  the  Stale  of  Kansas;  Isabella 
is  the  will'  of  Sl.anlon  Lynk.  of  New  Lenox  Town- 
sliip:  William  died  at  Hadley.  in  Homer  Township, 
when  a  youth  of  sixteen  years;  Alexander  is  farm- 
ing in  New  Lenox  Township;  .lohn  H.  prosecutes 
agriculture  in  the  same  township. 

The  subject  of  Ibis  notice  was  the  third  child  of 
bis  |iai'cnls  and  is  also  a  native  of  Dundee.  Seoi- 
l.aiid.  born  .Mari-h  :!,  182(').  He  came  to  America 
with  his  mother  in  1  s;',-i,  and  at  the  early  age  of 
twelve  years  slarte<l  out  to  earn  his  own  living, 
being  employeil  in  a  butchei-  shop  in  Philadelphia 
until  a,  youlh  of  eighteen.  He  then  ai'companied 
tlie  family  to  Washington,  D.  C..  where  he  was 
emi>loyed  at  bricklaying  three  years,  ^\'e  next 
find  him  in  lialtimore.  Md.,  whei'e  he  was  similarly 
employed  until  isi'.i.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  he 
came  to  this  county,  locating  in  Homer  Tovvnship, 
but  in  1850  joined  the  caravan  moving  toward  the 
Pacific  Slope,  and  imtil  January,  1 8.").'i,  was  en- 
gaged in  hunting  for  the  yellow  ore.  He  \vas  fairly 
successful,  but  decided  to  return  tti  Homer  Town- 
ship, and  a  year  later  settled  on  j\laple  Street  in 
New  Lenox  Township.  In  May,  1851,  he  removed 
to  bis  pi'esent  farm,  where  he  has  since  resided  and 
given  his  entire  attention  to  its  imi)rovement  and 
cultivation.  He  has  one  hundred  and  seventy-two 
acres  of  good  land  with  nn)dern  improvcnKMits. 

Thomas  Doig  was  niai-ried  in  Chicago,  111..  I\Iav 
5,  1851.  to  Mrs.  Ann  M.  (Lynk)  Van  Du.ser.  This 
lady  was  born  in  Columbia  Township,  N.  Y.,  No- 
vember 17,  1820,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Z.  W.  and 
Sallio  (Harder)  Lynk,  mention  of  who'n  is  made 
in  the  sketch  of  Stanton  Lynk,  on  another  page  in 
this  Ai.i'.rM.  Her  llrsl  liusban<l  was  (Jilbert  \'an 
Duser,  who  <licd  f)n  IMaiile  Street,  New  Lenox 
Township,  April  2.  1«5-'!.  Of  this  union  there 
were  Ijorn  two  children:  Sarah  ('..  the  wifeof  Alex- 
ander Doig,  of  New  Leno.x  Township,  and  John  I. 
who  died  here  in  April.  18,82. 

.Mr.  and  Mrs.  Doig  are  the  ptirents  of  four  chil- 
dren, viz:  Lsabella,  who  died  in  childhood;  Annie, 
the  wife  of  George  L.  Francis,  of  New  Lenox 
Township;  Irene,  who  died  3'oung,  and  Thomas  .!., 
who  is  farming  in  New  T-eno-x  Township.  Mr. 
Doig  is  a  stanch  Democrat,  |iolitically,  .and  has 
taken  an  active  part  in  the   (•(nimils   of    his    pai'ty. 
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liokling  various  ])ositions  of  trust  and  responsibil- 
ity, and  representing  his  townsiiip  in  tlie  County 
Board  of  Supervisors.  Mrs.  Doig  is  a  member  in 
good  standing  of  tlie  Methodist  P^piscopal  Churdi. 
Tlie  family'  Iiold  a  good  social  position  in  tlie  com- 
munity, and  are  contributing  their  full  quota  toward 
the  promotion  of  its  best  interests. 


ILL  I  AM  GEORGE  JACKSON.  Prob.a- 
bly  no  business  man  in  the  city  of  .Toliet 
is  more  shrewd,  careful  and  persistent  in 
his  operations,  or  displays  a  greater  vigor  in  his 
undertakings  than  the  above-named  gentleman, 
wlio  withal  is  modest  and  conscientious  in  his  deal- 
ings. A  few  years  ago  he  abandoned  the  occupa- 
tion in  which  he  had  previousl}'  been  engaged,  to 
embark  as  a  furniture  dealer,  wliicli  he  thought 
would  be  a  more  congenial  and  iiione}' -making 
business.  He  has  been  well  repaid  for  the  change, 
his  present  enterprise  reaching  a  trade  of  $20, 0(10 
per  year. 

Mr.  .lacksijn  is  of  English  ancestry  and  parent- 
age, and  lieiongs  to  a  family  which  for  five  geneia- 
tions  had  followed  the  same  business.  In  IStl 
his  parents,  W.  S.  and  Frances  M.  (Ilogbin)  .Jack- 
son, left  the  mother  country  to  mal<e  a  home  in 
America.  They  located  at  Utica,  N.  Y.,  where  our 
subject  was  born,  October  27,  1851,  being  one  of 
three  sons  and  one  daughter  who  comprised  the 
parental  household.  The  father  was  a  first-class 
butcher  and  did  a  large  market  business.  Young- 
Jackson  finished  a  commercial  course  of  study  at 
the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  and  being  ready  U> 
embark  in  business  for  himself  followed  the  foot- 
steps of  his  ancestors,  tliinking  it  a  rut  from  which 
he  could  not  escaiie. 

In  1878  Mr.  Jackson  determined  to  seek  a  home 
farther  west  than  his  native  State,  and  after  trav- 
eling around  considerably  decided  u]ion  Joliet  as 
his  future  location.  He  went  into  J.  .1.  Culver's 
meat  market,  but  in  the  latter  part  of  August,  1879, 
started  a  similar  business  for  himself  in  the  build- 
ing next  door  to  tlie  Vival  National  Bank,  where  he 
remained  until  the    Hoard   of  Trade  building    was 


erected  on  North  Ottawa  Street.  Into  that  he 
moved,  continuing  to  prosper,  and  soon  afterward 
buying  a  splendid  home  just  outside  the  city 
limits. 

It  took  many  hard  knocks  to  bring  .about  the 
prosi)erit3'  which  is  so  e.asil_y  men'ioned,  and  it  was 
not  without  some  misgivings  that  in  1884  Mr.  Jack- 
son abandoned  the  block  to  engage  in  his  new 
enterprise.  On  the  1st  of  September  he  rented 
the  entire  second  floor  of  the  Board  of  Trade  Block, 
and  with  this  and  his  market  store-room  he  liloomed 
out  with  a  first-class  furniture  repository.  The 
many  friends  he  had  made  in  his  old  business  nat- 
urally clung  to  him  in  the  new,  and  a  deserved 
success  has  been  his. 

On  April  20,  1876,  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in 
New  Hartford,  N.  Y.,  the  rites  of  wedlock  were 
celebrated  between  our  subject  and  Miss  Maggie 
E.  Craig.  This  lady  is  a  daughter  of  James  Craig, 
was  the  recipient  of  careful  home  training  and  ex- 
cellent educational  advantages,  and  her  cultured 
mind,  refined  manners  and  fine  character  fit  her  for 
the  [positions  of  wife  and  mother,  and  member  of 
societ}'.  She  has  borne  her  husband  three  children, 
named  respectively:  (ieorgc  Elliott,  born  Septem- 
ber 18,  1878,  Clarence  Mason,  born  October  20, 
1S80,  and  Cleora  W.,  born  February  4,  1884.  Mr. 
Jackson  is  a  Republican.  He  belongs  to  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  to 
several  insurance  sc>cieties. 

[/       OUIS  WENBERG  was  born  in  the  southern 
part  of  Sweden  in  1856,  and  grew  to    maii- 

hood  in  his   native   land,  engaging   in   the 

occupations  of  a  farmer  and  stonemason.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-four  3^ears,  in  company  with  his 
mc>ther  and  four  brothers,  he  embarked  at  Gutten- 
berg  and  ere  long  lojided  in  New  York.  They 
came  West  at  once,  locating  in  Joliet,  where  our 
subject  resumed  his  trade  of  a  stonem.ason  and  his 
brothers  engaged  as  quarr3men.  Two  years  later 
the  Wenberg  brothers  and  a  brother-in-law  formed 
a  co-partnership  under  the  style  of  Wenberg  &  Co., 
and  having  bouglit  three  .acres  of  land   on   Maple 


/.^^L^ 
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Street,  embarked  in  the  business  of  qiianyiiii,'. 
Business  grew  rapidly,  and  by  1889  tliey  had  trnns- 
acted  a  trade  which  reached  the  value  of  ^l(j,()00. 
The  firm  of  Wenberg  &  Co.  was  dissolved  in  I8'.)0, 
Alfred  Wenberg  and  iiis  brother-in-law  taking  llio 
department  of  contracting  and  masonr3%  and  Louis, 
onr  subject,  continuing  the  quarry  business  alone. 

Of  the  four  brothers  of  our  subject  two  arc  now 
deceased.  Frank  was  born  in  I  Sis  and  died  in 
1886;  Peter  was  born  in  1850  and  died  in  ISSI, 
leaving  two  children,  whose  home  is  with  his 
mother.  This  estimable  lad}'  was  born  in  lS-21, 
and  is  now  living  in  .Toilet  with  her  grandchildren. 
She  is  noted  for  her  excellence  of  character,  and  is 
regarded  with  loving  respect  by  hosts  of  fii(>n(ls. 
Iler  husband  died  in  Sweden  in  187S.  The  mother 
and  sons  were  preceded  to  Anu'iica  by  a  sistei'  of 
our  subject.  Ida  Louisa,  who  niarrieil  ('liarles  K. 
Swerberg  in  lSS],and  died  in  1SS5,  leaving  one 
child. 

Louis  Wenberg  was  married  in  1883  to  Miss 
Lottie  Soderland,  a  native  of  Sweden,  who  came  to 
America  in  1882.  To  them  have  l)ecn  Imuii  two 
children:  Albert,  aged  five  jears,  and  Laura,  aged 
ten  months,  whose  cliildish  beauty  and  bright  wa3s 
are  a  constant  delight  to  their  parents.  Mr.  Wenlierg 
has  risen  by  his  own  industry  and  judgment  to  an 
honorable  place,  and  is  highly  respected  for  his 
integrit}'  and  social  qualities.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
AVenberg  l)elong  to  the  Swedish  Baptist  Church. 


GEORGE  M.  CAMPBELL,  Secretary,  Treas- 
urer and  General  Manager  of  the  .Toliet 
Stone  Company,  is  one  of  that  class  of  men 
who  have  been  instrumental  in  advancing  the  ma- 
terial interests  of  the  cit}-.  A  residence  of  ncarl}- 
twenty- -eight  years,  during  which  he  has  made  for 
himself  a  good  record,  both  in  social  and  business 
circles,  has  full}'  established  him  in  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  all  who  know  liim.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  three  years,  one  of  which  was  spent  in  the 
South,  and  two  at  his  old  home  in  New  England, 
he  has  been  a  continuous  resident  of  .Toliet  since 
April,  18(52. 

The  native   pl.icc  of   our  s\diject   was  in  ruily. 


Waldo  County,  Me.,  and  the  date  of  his  birth  Jan- 
uary 5,  184  8.  lie  is  the  son  of  John  P..  and  Mar- 
gai'et  W.  (Norton)  Campljcll,  the  former  of  whom 
was  a  native  of  Montville,  Me.  The  father  of  our 
suliject,  grew  to  mature  yeai's  in  his  native  town, 
aii<l  at  an  early  age  went  to  sea  and  followed 
a  sailor's  life  for  four  years,  in  the  meantime  be- 
coming first  mate  of  a  vessel.  He  then  learned 
the  tradi'  of  a  t'arpenler,  and  finally  became  expert 
as  an  architect  and  a  skilled  mechanic.  After  mar- 
riage he  moved  to  Medford,  Mass.,  and  thereafter 
lived  in  several  places  in  the  Bay  State'until  18.'J7, 
employing  himself  as  .■ui  artisan.  That  year  he 
resolved  to  seek  the  far  west  and  removed  with 
his  family  across  the  Mississip|)i  to  Lynn  C(.iunty, 
Iowa,  settling  at  a  point  sixty-five  miles  licyond 
a  railroad,  lie  still  coutiiuuMl  at  his  trade  and 
took  the  lead  in  the  buililiug  interests  of  that 
section  of  the  llawkeye  Stale,  putting  up  some 
of  the  best  structures  in  the  suri'ounding  countrj', 
including  Central  City.  At  thai  place  he  built  the 
first  church  and  schoolhouse  and  left  the  marks  of 
his  handiwork  upon  various  other  important  struc- 
tures, remaining  there  until  1802. 

In  the  sjjring  of  18(12,  i\Ir.  CampTiell  returned 
East  as  far  .as  Joliet,  111.,  where  he  followed  his 
trade  one  year,  and  Hum  on  account  of  an  accident 
which  crippled  one  of  his  hands,  he  turned  his 
attention  to  portrait  painting,  taking  up  the  art 
readily  and  becoming  very  proficient.  He  subse- 
quently returned  to  Iowa,  where  he  lives  at  a  pleas- 
ant country  seal,  called  "The  Pines,"  situated  two 
miles  east  of  the  capitol  building  at  Des  Moines. 
He  was  first  identified  with  the  Whig  party,  and  is 
now  a  stanch  Ivcpublican  :uid  one  of  the  leading 
men  of  his  county. 

The  parental  family  of  our  subject  consisted  of 
three  children,  the  youngest  of  whom  died  in  in- 
fancy. The  survivors  are  George  M.,  our  subject, 
and  Susan  E.,  now  the  wife  of  Gurdon  Fox,  of 
Des  Moines,  Iowa.  The  mother  is  likewise  living. 
She  was  born  January  1(1,  1S27,  while  the  father 
was  born  September  15,1822.  Mrs.  Campbell  was 
in  her  girlhood  Miss  Margaret  W.  Norton.  She 
w.as  born  near  Bucks  IIarl)or,  Me.,  in  what  is  now 
the  town  of  15rooksville,  in  the  same  house  umier 
whose  roof  her   father  first   opened    his  e^'cs  to  the 
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light,   though  !xt   the    lime   of  his   Ijirth   the   phiee 
formed  a  part  of  the  .State  of  Massachusetts. 

George  M.  Campbell  pursued  his  early  studies  in 
the  Joliet  seliools  and  comiileted  thera  in  the  Eng- 
lish and  Classical  Institute  at  Springdeld.  ^Mass., 
where  ho  spent  two  years.  lie  then  occupied  him- 
self as  a  teaciier  in  Tennessee  at  tlie  foot  of  Lone 
Mountain  for  five  months.  AVe  next  lind  him  in 
Joliet,  where  he  followed  the  trade  of  a  carpenter. 
which  he  had  learned  from  his  father,  and  he  soon 
commanded  journeyman's  pay.  AVhiie  at  school 
he  had  taken  a  commercial  course  and  became  fitted 
for  an  accountant  and  now  occupied  himself  in  tliis 
capacity  from  -Tuly,  18G7,  until  May,  1875. 

The  next  move  of  Mr.  Campbell  was  to  embark 
in  business  for  himself,  having  as  his  partner,  Mr. 
George  H.  Monroe.  In  1875,  the  Joliet  Stone 
Company'  was  formed  and  incorporated  two  years 
later  with  Mv.  Monroe  as  President  and  Jlr.  Camp- 
bell as  Seeretarj-  and  Treasurer.  The  latter  also 
became  interested  in  the  Crescent  Stone  Company, 
Joliet,  and  is  at  present  one  of  its  Directors.  lie 
is  also  engaged  in  real  estate  to  a  certain  extent. 

Mr.  Campbell  has  always  been  an  active  worker 
in  the  Republican  party  but  witli  the  exception  of 
serving  as  Assistant  Supervisor  of  Joliet,  he  has 
declined  to  assume  the  responsibilities  of  office.  He 
was  married  December  25.  1873,  to  ^Miss  Elizabeth 
R.,  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Henry  Snapp.  Mr.  Snapp 
in  former  years  was  a  noted  attorney'  and  repre- 
sented this  district  in  Congress.  He  is  now  living 
retired  from  the  active  duties  of  life  in  San  Jose. 
Cal.  Mrs.  Campbell  was  born  in  Joliet,  this  county, 
August  25,  1851,  and  obtained  her  education  in  tlie 
common  schools.  She  possesses  considerable  musi- 
cal talent  and  iierfccted  herself  in  this  accoraplisli- 
ment  in  Chicago.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell  have 
two  children,  Jessie  M.  and  Ida  A.  Our  stdiject 
and  his  estimable  wife  are  members  of  the  I'niver- 
salist  Church. 

The  Joliet  Stone  Company  was  incorporated  in 
1877  with  a  capita!  of  ^-'50,000.  which  Inter  was  in- 
creased to  -i^lOO.ODO.  The'  principal  cpiarrics  arc 
near  tlie  foot  of  Richards  Street  and  from  them  are 
obtained  Ihe  largest  output  of  any  quarty  In  this 
part  of  Illinois,  the  district  covering  an  area  of 
about  eighty  acres  from  which  i.s  taken  all  the  va- 


rieties of  stone  known  to  this  region.  The  main 
office  is  at  Joliet  and  there  are  five  branch  offices 
in  Chicago  to  wiiich  is  run  a  fleet  of  boats  owned 
l)j'  the  comjiany  and  operated  by  a  force  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  men  during  the  busy  season. 
They  have  connection  with  all  the  raiboads  center- 
ing in  Joliet,  being  the  only  quarry  enjoying  such 
ample  transportation  facilities. 

On  another  page  of  this  Ai.ium  appears  a  litho- 
graphic portrait  of  Mr.  Campbell. 


y  ALTER  J.  FIDDYMENT.  After  years 
of  well-directed  efforts  as  one  of  the  farm- 
ers and  business  men  of  Lockport.  this 
gentleman  has  retired  in  affiuence  to  the  enjoyment 
of  an  elegant  home  and  the  societ}'  of  a  charming 
family.  He  is  a  son  of  John  and  Sophia  (Blogg) 
Fiddyment.  natives  of  Norfolk,  England,  where  he 
was  born.  April  3,  1837.  His  father  came  to 
America  the  same  year,  and  was  joined  by  the 
mother  and  son  in  1839.  John  Fiddyment  was  a 
distiller,  and  carried  on  his  business  in  Lockport 
until  18G5,  when  he  removeil  to  a  farm  in  Lock- 
port  Township. 

Walter  J.  Fiddyment  attended  the  i)ublic  schools, 
proving  an  apt  pupil  and  fitting  himself  for  a  prac- 
tical application  of  the  theories  which  he  learned 
with  his  father.  When  his  father  removed  to  his 
farm  our  subject  engaged  in  farming  with  him, 
but  resided  in  Lockport.  [n  1881  he  embarked  in 
the  business  of  a  quarryman.  by  opening  a  quarry 
at  Lockport.  in  which  the  quality  of  the  stone  is 
imsuriiassed.  B3' strict  attention  to  business  and 
honorable  metiiods,  his  product  obtained  a  ready 
sale,  and  the  business  which  began  with  but  a  few 
men,  employed  from  one  to  two  hundred  when  our 
subject  dis()OSed  of  his  interest  in  1889. 

In  1886  Mr.  Fiddyment  organized  a  stock  cora- 
panj'  called  the  Lockport  Stone  Company,  of  which 
he  became  Presiileut;  Olas  Paulsen.  Secretary-  and 
Treasurer;  W.  J.  Fiddyment,  Olas  Paulsen  and 
J.  C.  Fiddyment,  son  of  our  subject,  Directors. 
The  business  was  extended  until  it  became   one  of 
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the  hest  equipped  and  most  [irofitalilf  phinls  in  tlie 
West.  Having  disposed  of  liis  plant  to  tlie  ^\'est- 
ern  Stone  Company.  Mr.  Fiddvnient  retired  from 
tile  business.  He  has  always  been  noted  for  his 
liberality  and  geniality.  In  politics  he  is  a  Detno- 
ei-at.  The  record  of  liis  business  life  is  creditable 
alike  to  his  financial  abilit}^  and  manly  s|iiril,  while 
his  personal  character  'omniands  the  respect  i>f  his 
friends. 

i'lie  marriage  of  Mr.  Fiddynient  and  Miss  Ellen 
.1.  Clarkson  took  place  in  18(;2,  and  has  been  blessed 
with  the  birth  of  fourteen  chihlren.  ele\en  of  \vh'_>m 
are  living  in  \\"\\\  County  near  the  (.areiital  home. 
Mrs.  Fiddynient  is  a  native  of  Joliet  and  belongs 
to  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  honoied  families  of 
the  county.  She  is  a  menilier  of  St.  Dennis  Catli- 
<ilic  Church,  is  a  woman  of  devout  Christian  char- 
acter, and  possesses  the  gracious  manners  which  are 
socharniing  in  a  hostess. 


;;^-W-v^Sg- 


EORGE  :\I.  LYNI).  It  affords  the  bio- 
graphical writer  pleasure  to  be  able  to  re- 
I  cord  in  this  volume  the  main  incidents  in 
the  life  of  an  honest  and  upright  citizen,  a  good 
business  man  and  a  patriotic  soldier,  who  has  been 
well  known  in  Lockport  for  a  number  of  years. 
Mr.  Lynd  was  born  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in  Is.jG. 
and  as  the  fortunate  son  of  educated  jxarents  and 
the  inheritor  of  the  zeal  and  mental  ability  which 
iiave  characterized  his  progenitors,  he  became  pro- 
ficient in  book  lore  and  capable  of  performing  well 
his  part  in  life. 

The  father  of  him  of  whom  we  write  wasSaniuel 
Lynd,  a  native  of  Germantown.  Pa.,  who  devoted 
himself  to  the  ministry  in  the  Baptist  Church.  Such 
was  his  devotion  to  the  cause  of  the  Master  that 
he  left  a  lucrative  position  in  the  East  and  came  to 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  when  it  was  but  a  straggling  vil- 
lage. There  he  remained  eighteen  j-ears,  building 
tip  a  large  congregation,  afterward  going  to  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  as  pastor  of  the  First  ISaptist  Church. 
Tie  was  chosen  as  Presitlent  of  the  AV^estern  Baptist 
Theological  Institute.  located  at  Covington.   K3'., 


and  moved  to  (Jeorgetown,  Ky.  Subsequently  he 
came  to  Chicago,  III.,  as  pastor  of  llu^  North  Street 
Chur:'h.  but  was  recalled  to  Cincinnati,  where  he 
closed  an  active  ministry  of  fortj'-five  years,  to 
spend  his  last  days  with  his  son  in  Lockport. 

The  wife  of  this  able  minister  and  the  nuither  of 
(iiir  subject  was  b(irn  in  New  .lersey,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  .lames  Staughton,  at  onetime 
Chaplain  of  the  House  of  Representatives  at  Wash- 
ington. D.C.  The  Kev.  Mr.  Staughton  was  the  divine 
whose  eloquence  made  Chatham  Street  Church,  of 
Philadelphia,  famous,  drawing  thither  such  crowds 
that  the  capacity  of  the  building  was  iie\'cr  sutlic- 
ient  to  accommodate  them,  although  the  edifice 
was  so  spacious  that  no  successor  was  able  to  (ill  it, 
and  it  was  eventually  torn  down. 

The  subject  of  this  .sketch  was  educated  in  the 
school  presided  over  by  his  father,  and  began  his 
personal  career  as  a  teacher,  his  particular  field 
being  that  of  a  private  tutor.  "The  shot  heard 
round  the  world"  aroused  him  from  his  peaceful 
ciiUing,  and  answering  the  first  call  for  troops  to 
suppress  the  Rebellion,  he  enlisted  in  Company  C, 
One  Hundredth  Illinois  Infantry.  His  command- 
ing otiicers  were  Capt.  Bacon  and  Col.  Bartleson, 
under  whose  leadership  he  saw  service  in  Ihe  West, 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga  and  in 
Sherman's  march  to  the  sea.  He  was  subsequently 
sent  back  to  Nashville,  where  he  assisted  Gen. 
Thomas  to  defeat  and  destroy  Hood's  army.  He 
was  never  touched  by  a  bullet,  but  passed  through 
the  main'  dangerous  scenes  of  war  unscathed,  ex- 
hibiting the  qualities  which  led  to  his  successive 
promotions  from  the  rank  of  Sergeant  to  that  of 
Cai)tain,  which  he  held  when  mustered  out. 

Upon  returning  to  the  North  at  the  close  of  the 
war  Mr.  Lynd  entered  the  grocery  business  with  his 
brother-in-law,  Mr.  Lull,  in  Lockport,  111.,  and  to- 
gether they  carried  on  a  growing  trade  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  About  a  decade  ago  Mr.  Lull  retired, 
his  former  partner  continuing  the  business  at  the 
c>ld  stand,  where  he  has  an  excellent  trade  and  en- 
deavors to  meet  ever^'  want  of  his  jiatrons.  Mr. 
Lynd  is  fortunate  in  his  home  life,  having  won  as 
his  companion  ^liss  Mary  M.  Blount,  whose  family 
is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  prominent  in  the 
county.     Her  father,  Samuel  Blount,  was   the  first 
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Supervisor  of  Homer  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lynd  are  the  parents  of  two  daughters — Carrie  and 
Louise.  Mr.  Lj'nd  is  a  nieuiber  of  Gooding  Post, 
G.  A.  R.,  at  Loclqiort. 


-^    '    • ' ' 


ARTIN  WKSTPHAL  was  born  at  Bram- 
staiU,  Holstein,  October  27,  1837,  when 
tliat  section  of  the  country  was  under 
Daiiisli  rule.  In  1856  he  came  to  America, 
and  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  located  in  Crete, 
tills  county  ;  here  he  remained  until  1863,  when 
coming  to  Joliet,  lie  was  employed  as  Deputy  Re- 
corder until  the  autumn  of  1869.  Having  been 
admitted  to  the  bar,  he  now  began  the  practice  of 
law,  and  in  1875,  opened  the  German  Loan  &  Sav- 
ings Bank,  which  he  continues  at  present  with  the 
assistance  of  his  two  sons  as  clerks. 

■-^ ^-#^ *^ 


jKRGAX  BROS.  The  Messrs.  Michael,  John 
^  and  Daniel  Bergan  own  and  operate  three 
fSS)ll/  liundred  and  twent}-  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 4.  Manliattan  Township,  their  siiecialty 
being  the  importing,  breeding  and  sale  of  horse- 
flesh. They  have  become  known  far  and  near  for 
^their  herd  of  Shetland  ponies  which  generally 
numbers  from  Ofty  to  sixty  head;  and  for  the  fine 
Kentucky  saddle  horses  in  which  they  deal.  They 
also  raise  draft  horses,  full-blooded  Short  horn 
cattle,  thorough-bred  Cottswold  sheep  and  full- 
blooded  Poland-China  swine.  The  zeal  which  they 
have  manifested  in  tiieir  business  is  bringing  them 
the  success  which  they  merit,  and  they  have  the 
pleasure  of  knowing  that  in  their  former  line  of 
labor  the}'  were  also  successful,  not  only  gaining 
worldh'  goods,  but  relieving  their  parents  of  a 
great  burden  and  securing  their  choicest  blessing. 
Martin  Bergan,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  County  Kilkenney,  Ireland,  in  1803,  and 
tilled  the  soil  in  his  native  land  until  the  fall  of 
1847.  In  November  lie  bade  adieu  to  the  Emer- 
ald Isk,  crossed  the  Atlantic  to   New  Orleans  and 


started  northward  with  his  family.  The  river 
froze  so  that  he  was  not  able  to  reach  Joliet,  III., 
until  April,  1848.  He  then  bought  eighty  acres  of 
raw  land  which  now  forms  a  part  of  the  Bergan 
Bros,  estate.  At  that  time  the  township  of  Tren- 
ton, comprising  what  are  now  Green  Garden  and 
Manhattan  Townships,  contained  but  seven  voters, 
and  Mr.  Bergan  is  the  oldest  settler  therein  now 
living.  He  improved  and  operated  his  farm,  for 
some  3'eRrs  being  very  successful,  and  adding  to 
his  landed  estate  until  his  possessions  here 
amounted  to  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  and 
he  held  land  elsewhere  in  the  county.  Misfortune, 
however,  overtook  him  about  a  decade  since,  and 
he  retired,  his  sons  assuming  control  of  affairs  with 
the  determination  to  recover  all  that  he  had  seem- 
ingly lost. 

Mr.  Bergan  has  at  different  times  been  the  in- 
cumbent of  the  various  township  offices,  and  he  has 
also  been  useful  in  his  day  and  generation  by  rea- 
son of  the  assistance  which  he  has  given  to  the 
cause  of  education  and  religion.  He  put  up  the 
first  schoolhouse  in  his  district  and  has  helped  to 
build  churches.  He  has  alwa3's  voted  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket.  He  is  now  eighty-seven  years  of  age, 
while  his  wife,  formerly  Miss  Esther  Welsh,  of 
Countv  Kilkenny,  Ireland,  has  reached  her  three- 
score j'ears  and  ten.  Both  belong  to  the  Catholic 
Church  and  as  devout  believers  have  reared  their 
children  in  the  tenets  of  the  faith.  Their  family 
includes  Michael,  Mary,  John  and  Nicholas,  who 
were  born  in  Ireland,  and  two  of  whom  are  mem- 
bers of  the  firm  of  which  we  write.  Mar\^  is  the 
wife  of  John  Peterson  and  lives  in  Harris,  Ander- 
son County,  Kan.,  and  Nicholas  resides  in  Nuckolls 
County,  the  same  State.  The  children  born  in 
America  are  AVilliam,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-eight  years;  Mrs.  Bridget  Hayden,  of  Flor- 
ence; Ann,  widow  of  Thomas  C.  Kelly',  who  lives 
with  her  parents;  Daniel,  of  the  firm  of  Bergan 
Bros.;  and  Martin,  who  keeps  a  livery  stable  in 
Manhattan. 

The  three  brothers,  of  whom  we  write,  were 
reared  upon  the  farm  which  they  now  operate  and 
the  work  of  which  they  learned  the  rudiments  of 
when  quite  young.  They  enjoyed  the  privileges 
of   the  district  school  in   which  the}'  acquired    a 
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practical  education.  John  was  the  hunter  of  the 
famil}-  and  made  several  trips  to  Green  Bay,  Wis., 
and  the  hunting  grounds  of  Minnesota,  where  he 
spent  some  time  in  hunting  and  trapping,  doing 
well  in  this  occupation.  In  1880,  after  their  father's 
misfortune,  they  put  their  shoulder  to  the  wheel 
and  together  bought  the  home  farm  and  engaged 
in  tlie  cultivation  of  grain.  They  worked  hard, 
managed  carefully  and  won  success,  soon  being  re- 
warded by  seeing  the  mortgage  lifted  and  having 
the  deed  of  a  well-improved  farm  in  their  posses- 
sion. 

The  brotiiers  gradually  worked  into  the  stock 
business  and  in  1887  began  importing  Shetland 
ponies.  John  Bergan  went  to  the  Shetland  Islands 
bringing  back  a  herd  and  is  now  making  liis' fourth 
trip  thither.  The}'  not  only  import  but  they  also 
breed  the  little  animals,  having  the  best  herd  of 
brood  mares  in  the  country.  It  includes  Minnie 
Warren,  the  smallest  brood  niare  in  the  United 
Stales;  her  weight  is  but  one  luindred  and  ninety 
pdiiiiils.  She  took  the  honors  at  the  American 
Ilorsu  Show,  in  Chicago,  where  three  other  first 
premiums  were  secured  by  the  Bergan  Bros.  Their 
ponies  are  all  registered.  Few  prettier  sights  can 
be  imagined  than  that  alTorded  by  the  playful  an- 
tics of  the  tin}-  equines. 

The  Bergan  Bros.,  keei'  nothing  but  line  slock. 
and  in  all  their  labors  use  the  latest  farm  machinery, 
likewise  keeping  up  to  the  times  in  llie  construc- 
tion and  arrangement  of  necessary  buildings.  An 
immense  barn  having  a  frontage  of  one  luuuln-il 
and  sixty  feet  affords  stabling  and  shelters  the 
large  amount  of  hay  and  grain  needed  to  supply 
the  wants  of  the  stock.  The  land  is  watered  by 
Jackson  Creek  and  is  further  supiilied  with  the 
cooling  liquid  b}'  means  of  a  windmill  and  tank, 
while  a  beautiful  orchard  and  shade  trees  provide 
fruit  and  afford  shelter  from  tlie  scorching  rays  of 
-the  sun. 

In  1888  the  Bergan  Bros.,  ,assisted  to  organize 
the  American  Shetland  I'on}'  A.ssociation,  of  which 
John  Bergan  is  Mcc-I'resident.  All  are  mimlurs 
of  the  (irange  at  Manhattan,  thiee  miles  distant 
from  their  home,  and  Daniel  is  Treasurer  of  the 
Lijdge.  He  has  also  been  Highway  Commissioner 
for  four  years  and  is  now  serving  as  School   Direc- 


tor. He  is  likewise  a  member  of  the  Central  Com- 
mittee of  the  Democratic  part}',  to  the  principles  of 
which  all  the  brothers  stanchly  adhere.  They  be- 
long to  the  Sacred  Heart  Catholic  Church  in  Joliet, 
and  have  a  hi'di  staudini;  among  its  members. 


LLEN  G.  HAW  LEY,  editor  of  the  Will 
County  CiJinmercial  Adrertisfr,  was  born 
in  Centralia,  111..  April  25,  1858.  lie  is 
the  son  of  Henry  S.  and  Deborah  (Bramen) 
Iltiwle}',  natives  of  the  Empire  State,  who  settled 
in  Lock|)ort  early  in  the  '30s.  Our  subject  was 
educated  in  the  [lublic  schools  of  J^ockport  and 
at  an  early  age  entered  the  olUce  cif  the  Loekport 
Courier,  which  was  then  edited  by  X.  S.  Grim- 
wood,  the  balloonist.  After  two  years  spent  in 
the  emploj'  of  that  genlleinan  he  entered  the  office 
of  the  Joliet  *S'tt/),  where  he  finished  his  apprentice- 
ship. He  had  become  thoroughly  conversant  with 
the  printer's  trade,  and  had  also  acquired  a  good 
knowledge  of  journalistic  work  in  editorial  and 
other  departments. 

In  1877  Mr.  Hawley  opened  a  small  job  print- 
ing office  in  Loekport,  and  during  the  same  year 
began  the  publication  of  the  Loekport  Standard. 
The  enterprising  siiirit  of  the  man  and  his  ambition 
to  reach  a  high  standing  in  the  fields  of  journalism 
was  not  satisfied  with  this  enterprise,  and  he,  there- 
fore, began  the  publication  of  the  Advi'rtiser,  be- 
lieving that  a  sheet  of  this  nature  would  reach  a 
larger  circulation  and  a  niore  influential  place.  He 
began  it  by  himself  filling  the  v;u  ions  (lositions  of 
(■ditor,  reporter,  printer,  devil  .'ind  business  man- 
ager. The  plant  consisted  of  one  old  press  pro- 
pelled by  hand. 

Ere  long  the  standing  of  the  [laper  had  become 
sufficiently  assured  to  allow  the  use  of  horse-power 
to  run  the  press,  and  eventually  the  business  grew 
until  all  the  modern  appliances  ot  a  first-class  es- 
tablishment were  olnained  and  steam  became  the 
motive  power.  The  Coiarwrcial  Adcfirtixcr  now 
has  eigiit  editions  for  as  many  places  in  Will 
Count}'.     ]\Ir.  IJawley  is  without  a  [)eer  as  a  solici- 
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tor  for  advortisinj;-  :inil   job  work,  .-uhI    is  what  in 
Western  parlance  woiilil  be  called  a  ••hustler." 

The  enterprise  of  Mr.  Hawley  is  not  conlined 
to  the  newspaper  business,  but  in  1888  he  built  a 
brick  biiililini;-  at  No.  407  Chicago  Street,  Joliet, 
and  in  188'.t  inaugurated  the  electric  light  system 
in  Locki)ort.  He  introduced  the  Edison  incandes- 
cent light,  placed  the  business  on  a  firm  basis  and 
then  diposed  of  liis  interest  to  Norton  •S:  Co.  He 
is  now  buihling  for  himself  an  elegant  home, 
which,  when  completeil,  will  be  a  ciedit  to  the 
city.  As  lie  is  yet  in  his  thirties  and  has  not  yet 
reached  the  highest  point  of  man's  vigor,  it  is  Imt 
natural  to  suppose  that  this  section  of  country  will 
hear  yet  more  of  his  work  in  years  to  come. 

In  l.sT'.l  Mr.  Hawley  led  to  the  hymeneal  altar 
Miss  Aretta  M.  Riggs,  of  Pontiae,  a  lady  well  fitted 
to  assist  in  building  up  his  fortunes  and  making  a 
hap|>y  home.  .">lie  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
descends  from  an  old  family,  and  inlierits  the  pro- 
verbial industry  of  the  ancestral  race.  She  worked 
in  the  printiug-ollice  as  long  as  her  assistance  was 
needed,  ami  has  by  her  clear  understanding  and 
good  advice  also  assisted  her  husband  in  his  labors. 
Mr.  Hawley  lakes  no  special  interest  in  politics, 
but  is  descended  from  Uepiililican  ancestors.  He 
belongs  to  the  lodges  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  and  Masonic  fraternity,  and  iv  the 
Universalisl  Cliiirrh.  The  Hawley  family  liave 
been  pillars  in  tlial  clinrch  tor  years  and  assisted 
in  founding  the  univer.sity  of  that  faith. 


ICHAKL  WALTER.  No  better  exami.le 
..  ..  ,.if  pluck  amid  discouragements  can  lie 
III  1%  found  than  in  the  life  of  this  gentleman, 
who  is  a  prominent  groeeryman  of  Lock- 
port.  His  industry  is  tireless,  his  integrity  l)e- 
yond  iiueslioii.  and  his  personal  [)opularit3'  almost 
unbounded.  He  is  liberal-hearted,  generous  to  a 
fault,  his  good  traits  of  head  and  heart  win  for  him 
the  respect  and  friendship  of  all  who  know  iiim, 
while  in  citizenship  he  is  progressive  and  energetic. 
Mr.  Walter  was  born  in  Kleinvvelzheim,  Ger- 
many, Utcember  (J,  18:!8,  but  became  a  resident  of 


America  in  18.jl.  He  learned  the  trade  of  a  shoe- 
maker but  after  working  at  it  for  sometime,  he 
became  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  .1.  S.  Finch,  snbse- 
(iuentl3-  finding  fm|iloyment  with  N.  S.  Rafferty, 
who  was  engaged  in  the  clothing  business.  Tiring 
of  indoor  life  3  ouug  Walter  left  Lock|)ort  in  1859, 
and  went  to  Pike's  Peak  where  he  endured  all  the 
hardships  '.vhieh  were  to  be  met  with  in  the  rough 
mining  camps.  H"  returned  to  Loekport  with  but 
little  to  show  for  his  peril  and  toil,  except  the  ex- 
perience of  human  nature  which  he  had  gained. 

The  smoke  of  the  shots  upon  Ft.  Sumter  had 
scarcely-  disajipeared,  when  at  the  first  call  for  vol- 
unteers young  Walter  answered  by  enrolling  his 
name  in  a  Loekport  artillery  comiiany.  The  date 
of  his  enlistment  was  April  19,  18(il,  and  the  term 
three  months.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he 
re-enlisted  as  a  member  of  Dresser's  liattery,  and 
was  assigned  to  duty  in  Battery  D.  Second  Ar- 
tillery. During  the  severe  campaigns  of  that  bat- 
tery he  was  never  absent  from  his  [leist  of  duty. 
The  battery  was  organizeil  at  Cairo  and  mustered 
into  service  in  December,  l.^lil.  beginning  their 
active  work  at  Ft.  Donelson,  where  they  partici 
pated  ill  the  entire  siege.  They  tlieii  went  to 
Pittsburg  Landing  and  on  the  Friday  |iieceding 
the  great  battle  ti.iok  up  their  position,  lieing  in 
corslant  reailiness  until  the  i.ipening  of  the  fierce 
eonllict  Sunday,  December  (i.  Hattery  D  was  one 
of  those  that  formed  on  the  advanced  line  within 
one  liundred  yards  of  Sliiloh  Church  and  was  not 
surprised  at  the  first  onset  of  the  enem}-. 

Battery  D  accomiianied  Gen.  (i rant  to  Corinth 
and  subsequently  went  witli  Col.  Ben  (irierson  on 
his  famous  raid,  after  wliich  they  did  post  duty 
until  ordered  to  join  the  exiiedilion  against  \'icks- 
liurg.  They  accompanied  Sherman  on  his  march 
from  N'ieksburg  to  Meridian,  Miss.,  and  until  inus- 
teied  out  of  the  service  November  2  1,  1  8(j  1.  Mr. 
Waller  took  part  in  all  the  marches,  raids  ami  bat-, 
ties  in  which  the  battery  [larticipated.  His  record 
for  bravery  and  devotion  to  duty  was  second  to 
none,  and  he  received  the  commendation  of  his  su- 
perior officers  and  the  good  will  of  his  comrades. 
At  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Walter  again  re- 
turned to  Loekport  and  engaged  in  business,  first 
as  a  dealer    in    dry-goods.      Disposing  of  this  busi- 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBDM. 


271 


ness  he  went  to  Leniont  to  supei'intend  a  store  and 
tinally  on  May  25,  1875,  he  liegan  the  business  in 
wiiieh  lie  is  at  present  engaged.  He  was  married 
October  16,  1865,  to  Miss  Margaret  Pitts,  a  native 
of  this  count}',  wlio  bore  him  ten  cliildren.  nine  ot 
whom  are  living.  I\Irs.  "Walter  died  in  1881,  and 
Mr.  Walter  was  again  married  in  June,  1887,  to 
Miss  Adline  Heron.  He  is  interested  in  the  social 
orders,  being  b(4h  a  Mason  and  Odd  Fellow  and  is 
Commander  of  Gooding  Post,  G.  A.  P.,  at  Lock- 
port. 

-S^^ 

OWS  H.  BrKKHAPT. Supervisor  of  DuPage 
Township,  occupies  a  pleasant  home  on  sec- 
tion 36.  He  is  a  well-informed  and  entcr- 
•^/  prising  man,  has  been  engaged  in  some  forru 
of  agricultural  work  since  boyhood  and  commands 
the  respect  of  his  fellow-men.  He  was  born  in 
Cook  County.  October  21.  1858,  was  educatt^d  in 
liie  public  schools  and  linished  the  High  School 
studies  at  Lemont.  Subsequently  he  attended  a 
business  college  in  Chicago,  thus  fitting  himself  for 
a  i)ractical  siihere  of  life. 

In  1869,  our  subject  removed  with  his  jiarents 
to  Will  County,  here  growing  to  manhood  and  be- 
ginning his  personal  career  which  has  not  yet 
taken  him  from  the  paternal  fireside.  He  is  a  Re- 
publican and  has  been  called  upon  by  his  associates 
to  fdl  several  ollicial  stations.  For  two  terms  he 
was  Justice  of  the  I'eace,  one  year  Assessor,  and  in 
the  spring  of  1890  was  elected  Township  Super- 
visor. 

Henry  Burkhart,  father  uf  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Saxony,  (Jerniany,  January-  26,  1819.  to  (ieorge 
and  Susan  C.  Burkhart.also  natives  of  that  kingdom. 
He  was  reared  to  manhood,  receiving  a  fair  educa- 
tion in  his  native  tongue,  to  which  since  coming  to 
America  he  has  by  [lersonal  effort  added  a  knowl- 
edge of  Knglish  reading  and  writing.  In  18  15  he 
emigrated,  sailing  from  Bremen  to  New  York  in 
forty-two  days,  and  going  at  once  to  Erie  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  worked  as  a  farm  hand  for  several 
years.  There  he  was  married,  October  31,  1818.  to 
Miss  Fredericka  Dorre,  a  German  lady  of  line 
character  and  useful  knowledge.  She  bore  her  part 


in  the  cares  and  shared  in  the  joj'S  that  he  en- 
countered until  February  4,  1886,  when  she  en- 
tered into  rest,  leaving  a  wealth  of  affectionate 
remembrances. 

The  family  of  Henry  and  Susan  Burkhart  con- 
sisted of  seven  children,  five  of  whom  survive  their 
mother.  Emma  is  the  wife  of  Peter  AVilliams, 
lixiiig  in  California,  John  H.  is  at  home;  Charles 
A.  lives  in  Stockton,  Cal.;  Louisa  .is  the  wife  of 
tieorge  A.  Hills,  of  Chicago;  Amelia  is  at  home. 
In  1819,  the  father  removed  from  the  Empire 
State  to  Cook  County,  III.,  where  he  remained  un- 
1869.  He  then  took  up  his  abode  in  DuPage 
Township,  this  county,  on  the  farm  that  is  the 
home  of  our  subject.  It  comprises  eight}'  acres, 
devoted  principally  to  gardening,  in  which  line 
of  agriculture  Mr.  Burkhart  is  meeting  with  de- 
served success.  He  began  life  poor,  and  by  economy 
and  industry  has  gained  all  that  he  has  of  woldly 
goods.  His  political  views  are  like  those  of  his 
son,  in  whose  public  life  he  rejoices  as  a  fond  fa- 
ther will,  as  a  field  suited  to  his  talents  and  indi- 
cating the  reputation  he  bears. 


&EXRY  W.  OHLENDORF.  Among  the 
J  younger  members  of  the  farming  commu- 
nity of  Crete  Township  the  subject  of  this 
notice  may  be  proi)crly  nu-ntioned  as  hav- 
ing achit'vcd  success  in  more  than  an  ordinary  de- 
gree. He  was  born  Jul}'  17,  1857,  at  his  father's 
homestead  on  section  35,  Crete  Township,  which  is 
now  his  property,  and  where  he  owns  nearly  three 
hundred  acres  of  some  of  the  finest  farming  land  in 
this  part  of  the  State.  This  is  well  improved  and 
largely  devoted  to  the  breeding  of  fine  stock,  Mr. 
Ohlendorf  making  a  specially  of  Holstcin  cattle 
and  Bcrkshiit  swine.  He  was  bred  to  farm  pur- 
suits from  his  youth,  while  his  natural  habits  of  in- 
dustry and  enterprise  ensure  his  continued  success 
in  his  undertakings. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  is  the  scion  of  ji  suli- 
stantial  old  family,  lieing  the  .son  of  Henry  Ohlen- 
dorf, one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of  Crete  Townsl^ii) 
and  one  of  its  most  successful  farmers.     The  latter 
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is  a  native  of  Hesse  Cassel,  Germany,  aiirl  was  born 
September  16,  1829.  He  was  reared  in  his  native 
Province,  becoming  familiar  with  agricultnral  pur- 
suits and  obtaining  a  good  education  in  tiie  Ger- 
man tongue.  About  the  time  of  reacliing  liis  ma- 
jority his  parents,  John  Henry  and  Sopliia  (Senne) 
Ohlendorf,  accompanied  by  the  balance  of  their 
family,  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  setting  out 
on  a  sailing-vessel  from  Bremerhaven  about  It^oO. 
After  a  nine  weeks'  voyage  they  landed  in  New 
York  City,  wli(;ncc  they  proceeded  directly  to 
Chicago,  111.,  and  from  there  to  Crete  Townshii). 

The  grandfather  of  Mr.  Ohlcinhirf,  upon  reach- 
ing his  destination,  purchased  one  hundred  and 
si.Kt}'  ficics  of  partiallj'  improved  laud  on  section 
3.').  wlieri'  he  liuilt  up  a  eomfortahU'  homestead 
and  icirifiiurd  nitli  his  godd  wife  until  the  marriage 
of  their  eldest  son.  They  iUen  remined  to  an(_)tli(  r 
farm  in  Crete  Township,  and  when  their  third  son 
was  married  removed  the  third  lime,  buying  a 
faiin  each  time  a  son  was  marrie<l,  untd  the  five 
were  all  (■(ii]if<iital)ly  lorate<l.  The  i)arents  liually 
settled  on  u  farm  on  section  19,  where  (iiandfather 
Ohlendorf  died  iul!SS2.  He  had  then  arrived  at 
the  advanced  age  of  neaily  eighty  years.  His 
widow,  who  is  now  ncaily  eight}'  yerus  old,  is  still 
living,  making  hei'  home  with  iicr  son,  August. 
Uoth  were  memb?rs  for  many  years  of  the  Lutheran 
Church. 

Henry  .1.  C)hlendorf,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  the  eldest  of  live  sons  and  two  daughters  born 
to  his  |iaicuts.  all  of  whom  were  natives  of  (ier- 
many  and  live  of  whom  are  still  living,  four  of 
them  being  in  this  county.  Ileni'v  .1.  vvas  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Minnie  Arkenberg,  who  was  born  in 
the  Kingdom  of  li.anover,  and  who  was  quite 
j'oung  when  her  parents  emigrated  to  America. 
They  likewise  settleil  in  Cj'cte  T(.)wnshi|)  and  died 
there.  Mrs.  Ohlendorf  is  still  livini;  and  is  n(jw 
|)ast  fifty  years  of  age.  She  has  liecn  from  early 
youth  a  consistent  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 
To  her  and  her  iiusban<l  tiiere  was  born  a  familv 
of  four  children,  one  of  whom,  a  son,  .lohn,  died 
at  the  age  of  eleven  years;  Henry  W.,  our  subject, 
was  the  eldest  born;  Emily  is  the  wife  of  Henry 
Trebold,  a  farmer  of  Crete  Township;  Kegina  lives 
with  her  mother  in  Crete. 


The  subject  of  this  notice  received  a  careful 
parental  training,  attended  the  district  schools  in 
his  native  township  and  grew  up  healthful  in 
mind  and  body  with  strength  and  courage  for  the 
battle  of  life.  When  reaching  his  majority,  he 
crossed  the  Atlantic  to  visit  the  scenes  of  his 
father's  early  years  and  his  grandfather's  home. 
This  proved  not  onl}'  a  pleasant  but  a  very  valu- 
able exi)erience,  and  he  returned  feeling  that  the 
time  and  money  thus  employed  could  not  have 
been  spent  in  a  wiser  manner.  Subsequently  he 
was  married,  in  Crete  Township,  to  Miss  Mary 
llartmaun.  Jlrs.  Ohlendiirf  was  born  in  this  town- 
shii) June  18,  18Gl,and  is  the  daughter  of  J(.ihn 
and  Ellen  (liehrens)  ilartmann,  who  were  likewise 
natives  of  (icrmany  and  early  settlers  of  this  town- 
ship, and  who  are  now  residents  of  Crete.  Mrs. 
Ohlendorf  is  a  lady  of  more  tlian  ordinary  intelli- 
gence, and  by  her  union  with  our  subject  has  be- 
come the  mother  of  f<.iur  bright  children — Agnes, 
Charles  O.,  "Walter  and  Ida.  Both  our  subject  and 
his  wife  were  trained  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Luth- 
eran Church,  t>  which  they  faithfully  adiiere.  Po- 
litically. jMr.  ()hlend(U'f  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the 
Uei)ublican  party.  He  has  been  tax  collector  of 
his  townshii)  for  the  past  year  and  is  a  man  in 
whom  tlie  community  has  entire  confidence.  He 
is  reliable  in  liis  business  transactions  and  as  a 
farmer,  skillful  and  progressive,  and  in  all  respects 
is  proving  a  worthy  representative  of  one  of  the 
leading  families  of  this  section. 

&()N.  I'llKl)  KAUKA.  It  is  probable  that 
!.o  resident  of  Beecher  is  more  widely 
known  than  the  Hon.  Fred  Kauka,  a  retired 
farmer  and  ex-Rei)resentative.  He  was 
born  in  Ilesse-Cassel,  Germany,  November  17, 
1823,  and  lost  his  father  when  very  young.  His 
mother  married  again,  and  slie  and  his  stepfather 
died  after  oui'  subject  became  a  resident  of  the 
Cnited  States.  He  grew  to  matuiity  in  the  land 
of  his  birth,  receiving  an  excellent  education  in  his 
native  tongue.  He  married  Miss  Mary  Hasenjaer, 
and  after  the  liirth  of  one  child  the  young  couple 
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set  sail  fur  the  Inited  Stutes,  leavint;' Breiiu  liiaven 
on  the  "Gacta,"  Capt.  Iloiiien  coinraaiuliiig.  After 
a  voyage  of  seven  weeks  they  landed  in  tiie  Ameri- 
can metropolis,  whence  they  went  direct  to  Chicago. 
Mr.  Kauiia  settled  fourteen  miles  west  of  that 
city,  remaining  there  from  1S47  to  \X:>i,  at  wiiich 
time  he  became  a  resilient  of  Will  County,  lie 
secured  one  hundred  and  sixty  acies  of  Govern- 
ment land  on  section  13.  \\'ashington  Township, 
his  homestead  being  surrounded  by  unbroken  lands 
devoid  of  habitation.  lie  inii)roved  the  estate, 
seeing  cultivated  fields  gradually  take  the  place  of 
the  primitive  sod,  and  various  improvements  spring 
up  about  him.  The  enterprise  which  he  displayed 
redounded  to  his  credit,  and  he  became  known  as 
one  of  tlie  most  judicious  and  enterprising  farmers 
in  this  vicinity.  After  some  years  he  sold  his  fer-* 
tile  estate  and  bought  five  acres  on  section  21,  near 
the  town  of  Beecher.  Here  he  has  made  his  iionu; 
since  1881,  retired  from  the  arduous  labors  of 
farm  life,  while  yet  surrounded  with  all  which 
makes  country  living  pleasant. 

Mrs.  Kaukft  was  born  in  Hesse-Cassel,  August  25, 
1823,  and  is  the  daughter  of  natives  of  that  Duchj', 
who  were  of  pure  German  stock.  They  came  to 
America  three  years  after  their  daughter,  and  set- 
tling in  this  count}',  died  here  at  an  advanced  age. 
They  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  as 
were  also  the  parents  of  Mr.  Kauka.  They  were 
the  parents  of  one  sou  and  three  daughters,  three 
of  whom  are  now  living  in  Illinois  and  one  in  Iowa. 
Mrs.  Kauka  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth,  and 
like  her  brother  and  sisters  w'as  carefully  reared 
and  well  educated  in  her  native  land.  She  is  an 
excellent  housewife,  a  kind  neighbor  and  a  devoted 
wife  and  mother.  .She  is  the  mother  of  seven  chil- 
dren, all  now  settled  in  homes  of  their  own.  Caro- 
line is  the  wife  of  .lacub  Fiahm  and  lives  on  a  farm 
in  Saunders  County.  Neb.;  Mary  is  the  wife  of 
Henry  Letz,  who  ofjcrates  a  farm  in  Washington 
Townshii),  this  county;  Sophia  married  Fred  (iev- 
ckc,  who  is  farming  in  Fillmore  County,  Neb.;  Liz- 
zie is  the  wife  of  Peter  Blayne  and  resides  in 
Beeclur;  Fred  II.  married  Emma  Hattendorf,  their 
home  being  in  Chicago;  Ellen  is  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Peterson,  a  mechanic  in  Chicago;  Lavina  married 
Fred  Uorman,  a  mdkman  in  Chicago. 


In  1877  Jlr.  Kauka  w.as  elected  by  the  Republi- 
cans of  this  county  to  represent  them  in  the  State 
Legislature,  and  w.as  re-elected  in  1S7'.>.  Ileserveil 
on  the  committees  of  Agriculture  anil  Horticulture 
during  the  entire  time  that  he  was  in  the  Legisla- 
ture, anil  he  also  acted  on  special  committees  on 
Mining,  Manufacturing  and  Penitentiary.  As  a 
committeeman  he  was  painstaking  and  jmlicioiis, 
and  lii>  friends  have  no  reason  to  be  ashamed  of 
tlie  record  whicli  he  u'ade  in  tlie  legislative  halls. 
As  a  local  ollicial  he  has  served  in  various  olHces, 
among  them  being  those  of  Township  Collector, 
Suiiervisor,  Commissioner  of  Highways,  and  Justice 
of  the  Peace.  In  the  latter  ollice  his  term  of  serv- 
ice amounted  to  si.xteen  3'ears.  This  fact  alone  is 
proof  that  his  fellow-men  regard  him  as  upright, 
intelligent,  and  intcrestccl  in  the  best  good  of  his 
fellow-men.  lie  and  ids  estimable  wife  attend  the 
Congregational  Church  of  Beecher. 


/^-,  HARLES  PETTIGREW.  On  the  opposite 
i'l^_,  page  appears  a  portrait  of  this  gentlemen, 
^ftiJ'  who  is  Superintendent  of  the  Illinois  Steel 
Works.  He  has  for  man}'  years  been  intimately 
connected  with  the  business  intereists  of  Joliet  and 
is  recognized  everywhere  .as  a  man  liberal  and  pub- 
lic-spirited and  of  more  than  ordinary  ability.  He 
was  President  of  the  first  Building  and  Loan  Asso- 
ciation organized  in  the  (dace  and  held  the  ofllce 
until  the  press  of  oilier  business  ci.)m|iellM|  his  res- 
ignation. 

One  of  tlic  licst  countries  on  the  face  of  the 
globe  claims  Mr.  I'ctligrew  as  her  son,  he  hav- 
ing been  born  in  Lanarkshire,  Scotland,  February 
1.  1.S14.  His  [larents  were  .lohn  and  Agnes 
(llislop)  Pettigrew,  -vvho  were  likewise  of  Scotch 
liirtli  and  ancestry ;  they  are  both  living  and  arc 
now  residents  of  Scotland.  The  father  for  matiy 
years  was  engaged  in  the  grocer}'  trade  and  was  a 
man  noted  for  his  sturdy,  honesty  and  reliability. 
The  parental  household  included  eight  children: 
John  is  a  resident  of  Joliet;  Charles,  our  subject,  is 
the  second  child;  Ellen.  Mrs.  Scott,  lives  with  her 
husljand  in   Melbourne,    Australia;    Isabel   remains 
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in  her  native  Scotland;  Gavin,  who  resides  in  the 
city  of  London,  England,  is  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile bnsiness;  Andrew  is  proprietor  of  a  dry- 
goods  establishment  in  the  city  of  Glasgow,  Scot- 
land. One  child,  also  named  Isabel,  died  in  infancy, 
and  Agnes  when  about  twenty  years  of  age. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  spent  his  boyhood 
days  in  his  native  village  of  Lanark,  and  after  a 
brief  time  spent  in  school  went  into  the  cotton  fac- 
tory of  the  Lanark  Spinning  Company,  where  he 
remained  seven  years  and  until  a  youth  of  eigh- 
teen. Then,  determining  upon  a  change  of  occupa- 
tion, he  repaired  to  the  city  of  Glasgow  and  served 
an  apprenticeship  of  five  years  at  the  trade  of  a 
machinist.  Not  yet  satisfied  with  the  condition  of 
his  prospects  he,  in  18G7,  crossed  the  Atlantic  and 
making  his  way  to  Chicago,  111.,  followed  his  trade 
tiierc  until  1870. 

In  August, of  the  year  above  mentioned, Mr.  Petti- 
grew  came  to  Jolieland  entered  the  employ  of  what 
is  now  known  .as  the  Illinois  Steel  Company  but 
wliat  was  then  the  Union  Coal,  Iron  and  Transptir- 
latiou  Company,  of  which  A.  1>.  Meeker,  was  Presi- 
dent. His  fortunes  now  began  to  mend  perceptibly 
and  here  he  has  since  remained.  My  strict  atten- 
tion to  Ills  duties  he  secured  the  confidence  of  his 
em|ili)yers  and  in  1872  w.as  promoted  to  the  fore- 
mansliip  of  the  machine  shop.  A  year  later  he  was 
made  INIaster  Mechanic  with  its  attendant  duties 
and  responsiliilitles.  In  1882  he  became  Assistant 
Superintendent  and  in  18S9,  was  appointed  Super- 
intendent, which  otrice  he  still  lills  to  the  entire 
satisfactitin  of  all. 

Upon  becoming  a  voting  citizen  Mr.  Pettigrew 
iilentified  himself  with  the  Republican  party,  but  he 
has  meddled  very  little  in  politics  with  the  excep- 
tion of  serving  as  an  Alderman  of  the  First  Ward 
for  two  years.  He  took  unto  himself  a  wife  and 
helpmate  in  June,  18G9,  Miss  Agnes,  daughter  of 
Daniel  and  Agnes  (Stewart)  Cameron.  Mrs.  Petti- 
grow,  like  her  husband,, is  a  native  of  Lanarkshire, 
Scotland,  and  was  born  in  December,  IHlt.  Her 
childhood  home  was  in  the  same  town  as  that  of 
her  husband.  Her  [)arents  were  of  Scotch  birth 
and  ancestr}'  and  are  now  deceased.  To  Mi',  and 
Mrs.  Pettigrew  there  hare  lieen  born  three  chil- 
dren, the  eldest  of  whom,  a  daughter,  Kdith  Stew- 


art, is  the  wife  of  H.  II.  Delos  and  lives  in  Chicago. 
The  other  daughters,  Agnes  and  Clara  I>elle,  are  at 
home  with  their  parents.  The  Pettigrew  family 
occupies  a  tasteful  and  commodious  residence  at 
No.  709  Collins  Street,  and  is  numbered  among 
the  first  families  in  the  social  circles  of  the  city. 

ENRY  COLE.  One  of  the  hnest  farms 
within  the  limits  of  Crete  Townsiiip  is 
owned  and  occupied  by  Mr.  Cole,  who  is 
recognized  as  one  of  its  leading  citizens. 
This  comprises  his  father's  old  homestead,  embrac- 
ing four  hundred  and  ten  acres,  finely  located  and 
improved,  well  watered,  and  plentifully  supplied 
with  timber.  Among  its  valuable  features  is  a 
mineral  spring  which  is  utilized  by  l:)oth  the  pro- 
prietor and  outsiders. 

The  main  points  in  the  history  of  the  subject  of 
this  notice  are  as  follows:  He  is  the  son  of  the 
well-known  Erastus  Cole,  a  native  of  New  Hamp- 
shire and  of  English  descent.  The  latter  when  a 
child  of  three  years  was  taken  by  his  parents  to 
Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  reared  and 
e<lucated,  and  where  he  lived  until  forty  years  old. 
In  the  meantime  he  learned  cabinet-making,  which 
he  followed  in  the  Empire  State  until  1838,  and  in 
that  j-ear  he  came  to  Illinois,  an  unmarried  man 
and  secured  a  tract  of  Government  land,  which 
land  is  now  comprised  in  the  farm  occupied  by  his 
st)n  Henry,  and  which  he  secured  at  a  land  sale  in 
fUiicago.  It  embraced  a  part  of  Sections  5,  6,  7 
and  8,  in  what  is  now  Crete  Township,  and  there  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  in  1864,  when 
sixty-six  years  old. 

Erastus  Cole  was  an  honest,  hard-working  man 
who  gained  a  competence  through  his  own  efforts. 
Possessed  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence,  and 
decided  in  his  views,  he  was  first  a  member  of  the 
Whig  |)arty,  a  stanch  Abolitionist  during  the 
slavery  days,  and  died  firml}'  grounded  in  Re- 
publican doctrines.  His  religious  views  accorded 
with  those  of  the  old  school  Baptist  church.  After 
coming  to  Illinois  he  was  married  in  Danville  to 
Mrs.  Martha  (Boardraan)  Gilbert.     This  lady  was 
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lioni  ill  Ruslivillc  To\vnsliii>.  Ontario  C'oimly,  X. 
Y.,  ill  ISIO.  and  lauiu  of  American  i)ai-(_Mitagi'.  Slio 
grew  to  woiiKiiilioou  in  ber  native  rouiity,  and  was 
lliere  nianii'd  to  Asel  Gillicrt.  They  lived  in  Niw 
Yuiic  Stall'  until  about  1835,  llien  caiiu'  to  Illinois 
and  settled  in'ar  Danville,  wbeie  Mr.  (iilljeil  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  died.  To  Mr.  and  Jlrs.  ( i  11- 
bert  were  born  three  eliildreii,  all  of  wboiu  are  now 
deceased. 

Mrs.  Cole  proved  the  true  helpmate  of  ber  bus- 
band  in  all  his  worliiy  un<lertakings,  and  contributed 
by  her  good  judgment  and  frugalit}-,  largely  to  bis 
success.  She  survived  him  a  number  of  3'cars,  and 
died  at  her  home  in  Crete  February  28,  l«7(),at  the 
age  of  sixty  years.  For  some  time  she  had  been  a 
member  of  llie  Congregational  Cbiireb.  Of  ber 
union  with  Mr.  Cole  there  were  born  three  children, 
two  ilaiighters  and  a  son.  The  eldest,  Kinina,  was 
married  to  D.  P.  Shoemaker,  and  liied  in  1880  in 
LaPorte  County.  Ind.,  at  the  age  of  thirty-eight 
years,  leaving  two  sons.  Jlr.  Shoemaker  is  still 
living  and  a  resident  of  Inilian.a.  Mis.s  Fllen  Cole 
is  unmarried  and  a  resident  of  .loliet.  Henry,  our 
subject,  was  the  eldest  born,  lie  was  reared  on  the 
farm  and  lonipleted  his  studies  at  the  village  schools 
of  Crete. 

.Mr.  Cole  was  married  in  Crete  April  22.  l.S(;2.  to 
Miss  Lucy  A.,  daughter  of  ( ».  U.  ami  Lydia  (Skin- 
ner) Bordwell.  IMrs.  Cole  was  born  April  ."),  18-1,'), 
in  Shelburne,  iNlass..  of  which  State  her  parents 
were  also  natives  au'l  where  they  were  reared  and 
married.  They  came  to  Illinois  in  1854,  settling  In 
Crete,  but  in  18GG  removed  to  Manteno  where  they 
are  now  living  retired  from  active  labor.  JMr. 
Bordwell  is  seventy-eight  years  old,  while  his  esti- 
mable wife  is  a  year  his  senior.  They  are  greatly 
respected  in  their  communit}'.  and  possess  all  the 
traits  of  character  which  made  them  kind  and  in- 
dulgent [)arenls  and  hospitable  neigbljors. 

To  tlu^  parents  of  Mrs.  Cole  there  was  boi-n  u. 
family  of  six  ehildren,  three  of  whom  are  living, 
and  of  whom  she  was  the  foui  tli  In  order  of  birth. 
She  was  a  child  of  nine  years  when  her  parents  came 
to  Crete,  where  she  w,as  reared  to  womanhood  and 
obtained  her  education  in  the  village  school.  Of 
her  union  with  our.stlbject  there  have  been  born 
six  children — Laura  E.,  Willard  M.,  Ada  B.,  Frank 


\V.,  Inez  O.  and  Ray  K.  They  are  all  at  home 
with  their  [larents,  with  the  exception  i)f  Ada,  who 
is  the  wife  of  William  I';.  Hall,  and  who  resides  at 
Manteno.  this  State. 

Mr.  Cole,  politically,  is  a  strong  supporter  of  Re- 
publican principles,  and  has  been  prominent  in  local 
affairs,  serving  as  Township  Assessor  eight  years; 
Road  Commissioner  four  years,  and  School  ])irector 
for  many  years. 

REEMAN  11.  ROBERTSON,  editor  and 
;  proprietor  of  the  Peotone  Eagh\  is  a  native 
of  the  (;r;uiite  State,  and  [lossesses  marked 
charaeleristics  of  the  Yankee  race.  He  is  the  sec- 
ond of  three  children  born  to  John  W.  and  Martha 
T.  (Huntoon)  Robertson,  who  were  also  natives  of 
New  Hatnpshire,  and  spent  all  their  wedded  life 
therein  except  two  years.  During  that  period  they 
resided  in  New  York,  where  the  hiisliand  died  in 
l'S."i5.      The  widow  survived  until  1875. 

The  town  (jf  Franklin  was  the  birtli|)lace  of  our 
subject,  and  .Mayo,  IS-l:!,  bis  natal  day.  He  ob- 
I:iined  a  comuujn-school  education,  and  at  the  age 
of  eleven  years  took  up  the  labors  of  life  by  be- 
ginning the  trade  of  a  printer.  He  (inished  bis 
apprenticeshii)  in  the  ollice  of  the  Sintismaii  at 
Concord,  when  sixteen  years  old,  s[)ending  the  fol- 
lowing two  and  a  half  years  in  advaficing  his 
sli'(|ies  and  improving  bis  mind. 

Coming  to  Illinois  in  laO."),  Mr.  Robertson 
workeil  on  the  Peoria  7V(«/i,«vv})/ a  year  and  a  half, 
then  found  employment  in  the  Democrat  office,  in 
Henry.  A  twelvemonth  later  he  went  to  lown, 
and  entered  the  olliee  of  the  Bedford  SnulhiroM,  at 
Bedford,  remaining  there  liut  a  year,  and  thence 
going  t<j  Mount  Ayr.  where  he  bought  a  half  in- 
terest in  the  Ringgold  liecord.  After  a  brief  so- 
journ of  eight  months  he  sold  out.  and  removing 
to  Dakota  Citv,  Neb.,  purchased  a  lialf  interest  in 
the  Dakota  City  Mall,  retaining  it  but  a  twelve- 
month, when  be  again  changed  his  location,  first 
selling  his  share  in  the  journal. 

Madison  was  the  next  home  of  Mr.  Robertson, 
and  his  enterprise  the  i)urchase  and  publication  of 
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the  Review,  wbicb  he  solil  after  a  j-ear,  buying  in- 
stead the  plant  of  tlie  uhl  Uakota  City  Mail,  awA 
removing  it  to  Stanton.  In  that  town  lie  published 
a  paper  two  years,  then  moved  the  plant  to  Mis- 
souri Valley,  Iowa,  continuiiig  his  journalistic 
labors  there  until  an  accident  brought  them  to  a 
close.  A  runaway  team  had  caused  a  fracture  of 
his  skull,  and  six  months  after  beginning  his  work 
there  Mr.  Robertson  was  obliged  to  close  out  his 
business. 

The  ne-st  iiewsi)aper  venture  of  l\Ir.  Robertson 
was  at  Oilman,  111.,  where  he  ran  the  AnjuSy  Cres- 
cent City  .S««and  Laliogue  AV«i;  at  the  same  time, 
also  carrying  on  an  office  and  publishing  a  sheet 
called  the  Panhandle  Advocate,  at  Piper.  The 
olhce  at  Gilman  was  burned,  in  1884,  entailing 
ui>(>n  our  subject  the  loss  of  all  his  machinery,  pa- 
per an<l  other  material.  His  spirit  was  undaunted, 
and  he  was  soon  in  the  possession  of  the  Gowrie 
Keqislei\  at  Gowrie,  Iowa,  the  plant  of  which  he 
subsequently  removed  to  Grand  Junction,  later 
selling  it  and  returning  to  the  Prairie  State. 

Entering  an  office  at  Kankakee,  Mr.  Robertson 
remained  there  until  November,  1889,  when  he 
became  editor  of  the  Sunday  Hero,  in  Chicago, 
leaving  tliat  city  to  begin  an  enterprise  in  Peotone 
for  which  be  saw  a  good  opening.  His  work  there 
was  begun  May  10,  1890.  and  already  the  Eagle  is 
linding  its  way  into  many  a  household,  continually 
growing  in  favor.  "Ye  editor"  adds  to  his  native 
energy  the  training  given  by  years  of  experience 
amid  varied  surrounilings,  and  such  is  his  tinanci.al 
shrewdness  that  be  wins  success  where  many  a  man 
would  see  nothing  Init  disaster.  lie  wields  a  facile 
pen,  observes  keenly,  judges  quickl}',  and  judi- 
ciously selects  matter  for  publication. 

The  choice  of  a  companion  is  an  important  step 
in  a  man's  life,  and  fortunate  is  he  who  chooses 
well.  The  lady  who  sliares  the  joys  and  sorrows 
of  Mr.  Kohertson  became  his  wife  in  1H69,  jirior 
to  which  time  she  bore  tbe  name  of  .Sarah  llerold. 
Sh?  is  a  daughtei-  of  Amos  and  Margaret  (Gander) 
llerolil,  who  liveil  in  Ohio  many  years.  The  mother 
was  born  in  that  Stale  and  the  father  in  Virginia. 
Mrs.  llerold  died  in  1.S19.  and  Mr.  llerold  after- 
ward went  to  California.  Returning  to  the  States 
he    married    again    and     renu.ived     to     Livingston 


County,  111.,  dying  there  in  1873.  llis  llrst  mar- 
riage resulted  in  tbe  bii'th  of  seven  children.  His 
daughter  Sarah,  Mrs.  Robertson,  was  born  March 
14,  1814.  She  is  a  capable  housewife,  an  honored 
member  of  society,  and  a  loving  wife  and  mother. 
She  has  one  son,  Willie  H.,  a  bright  lad  who  has 
already  been  working  at  the  printing  business  a 
year  and  a  half. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robertson  belong  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  have  good  standing  among 
its  members.  He  belongs  to  the  Ancient  Odd  Fel- 
lows. In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  no  man 
in  the  party  has  more  abounding  faith  in  its  (irin- 
ciples,  or  is  more  interested  in  its  advancement  than 
he.  Although  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robertson  have  been 
so  short  a  time  in  Peotone  they  have  shown  the 
qualities  of  mind  and  character  that  win  friends, 
and  are  likely  to  be  the  center  of  a  large  circle  as 
they  Ijecome  better   known. 

■^^NESHIA  MEERS,  LL.  B.  The  legal  pro 
l^  fession  is  represented  in  .loliet  liy  severa 
'J_^ — --i]  men  of  pronounced  ability  and  erudition  ini 
the  law,  who  are  an  honor  to  the  legal  brotherhood 
and  to  the  comraunit3'  of  which  they  form  a  part. 
When  a  young  man  assumes  a  prominent  place 
among  them,  rising  in  tbe  esteem  of  his  associates 
and  extending  his  practice,  these  facts  indicate  his 
possession  of  a  high  degree  of  professional  skill  and 
knowledge,and  the  manners  which  win  success  and 
respect.  Such  has  been  the  case  with  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  who  began  his  pr.actice  in  the  city 
in  the  fall  of  1876,  and  whose  office  in  the  Masonic 
Building  is  pointed  out  as  that  of  one  of  the  prom- 
inent and  rising  attorneys  and  counselors  of  the 
nourishing  town. 

Tbe  [)arents  of  our  subject,  Dennis  and  Anna 
(llalloran)  Meers,  were  born  in  Ireland  and  came 
to  tiie  United  States  soon  after  their  marriage,  their 
first  location  being  in  Massachusetts.  They  after- 
ward lived  in  other  Eastern  States,  the  husband 
being  engaged  in  railroad  work  and  contracting. 
In  New  York  City  and  the  State  of  New  Jersey  the 
greater  part  of  bis  life   was  spent.     In   1875    with 
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his  family  he  removed  to  .Toliet,  111.,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  hardware  business.  He  continued  the 
same  until  his  death,  in  June,  1888,  having  asso- 
ciated with  him  ins  son  Roljert,  wlio  still  carries  on 
the  business.  Mr.  Meers  belonged  to  the  Demo- 
crat party,  and  although  always  ready  to  cast  his 
vote,  had  never  been  an  office  seeking  politician, 
being  always  a  busy  man,  whose  attention  was 
given  exclusively  to  his  personal  affairs.  lie  had 
re.iohod  the  age  of  seventy-two  years,  when  he 
breatiied  his  last;  his  widow  still  lives.  Both  be- 
longed to  St.  Mary's  Catholic  Church  before  the 
division  of  the  parish,  after  which  they  were  num- 
bered among  the  early  members  of  the  Sacred  Heart 
Church,  and   helped  to  build  the  church  edifice. 

The  birth  of  E.  Meers  took  place  in  Bloomsburj-, 
N.  J.,  February  15,  1854,  aud  his  youthful  days 
were  spent  in  his  native  State  and  New  York  Citj'. 
He  was  educated  at  Seton  Hall  College,  a  well- 
known  Catholic  institution,  located  at  Orange,  N. 
J.,  and  of  which  Father  Corrigan,  now  Arch-bishop 
of  New  York,  was  President.  After  completing 
his  studies  in  that  institution  young  Meers  assisted 
his  father  in  his  work  of  contracting  until  the  re- 
moval to  the  West.  He  theii  read  law  witii  Messrs. 
Olin  &  Phelps,  and  with  the  late  Judge  IMcRobcrts, 
taking  his  lectures  at  the  Universitj-  of  Michigan, 
in  Ann  .\rbor,  where  he  was  graduated  in  the  class 
of  '7G. 

Returning  to  Joliet  Mr.  Meers  began  the  prac- 
tice with  C.  W.  Brovvn,  a  prominent  attorney  of 
this  city,  with  whom  he  remained  four  years,  or 
until  the  election  of  Mr.  Brown  to  the  position  of 
States  Attornej'.  He  then  opened  an  office  for 
himself,  and  continuing  to  practice  alone,  has 
proved  very  successful  in  acquiring  business  and 
in  winning  cases  which  have  been  given  into  his 
hands.  He  is  a  vigorous  pleader,  able  at  will  to 
employ  the  shafts  of  wit  which  are  so  peculiar  to 
the  Irish  race,  and  which  so  thoroughly  impress 
a  point  upon  the  hearers;  he  is  well  versed  in  the 
principles  of  equity  and  in  legal  precedents,  and  in 
all  respects  a  worthy  disciple  of  Coke  and  Black- 
stone. 

Mr.  Meers  served  two  terms  as  Citj-  Attorney. 
holding  the  office  from  1870  until  1883.  He  has 
not  run  for  any   other  office,   although  an   active 


worker  in  the  ranks  of  the  Democrat  party.  Dur 
ing  the  Presidential  campaigns  he  has  always  taken 
a  prominent  part  in  the  canvass,  making  speeches 
and  aiding  his  party  .as  much  as  possible.  He 
l>elongs  to  the  Independent  Order  of  Foresters; 
Catholic  Order  of  Foresters;  vVucicnt  Order  of 
Hibernians;  and  the  Irish-American  Cbib.  lie 
belongs  to  the  Church  of  the  Sacred  He;irt.  Mr. 
Meers  is  still  single,  living  witli  liis  mollier  in  a 
fine  home  on  Third  and  Kastern  Avenues,  a  licau- 
tiful  part  of  the  city,  whore  his  father  first  built. 

. „,  .,?.?,y  ■?.?[,  111. . 


SAAC  IIKNRY,  a  worthy  citizen  of  Plainfield 
Township,  where  ho  is  engaged  in  agriculture, 
came  to  tin's  county  as  early  as  1856  and  cast 
his  lot  with  its  pioneers.  He  is  a  Pennsylvanian 
by  birth  and  his  father,  .lacob  Henry,  is  supposed 
to  have  been  a  native  of  tlic  same  State.  He 
moved  from  there  to  Ohio  in  1835,  and  was  an 
early  settler  of  Hichland  County.  At  that  time 
that  ijart  of  Ohio  was  sparsely  seltlecl,  and  but. 
few  improvements  had  been  made.  Deer  and  all 
kinds  of  wild  game  were  plentiful  where  now  are 
fine  farms,  thriving  towns  and  cities.  My.  Henry 
bought  a  tract  of  timber  land,  and  after  building 
a  log  bduse  for  the  accommodation  of  his  fumily. 
entered  upon  the  hard  task  of  clearing  a  farm  from 
the  primeval  forests.  There  were  no  railroads  in 
those  days,  and  Milan,  fifty  miles  distant,  was 
the  nearest  market.  Mr.  Henry  lived  thei'e  si.x- 
teen  years  and  then  sold  out  and  removeil  to  De- 
fiance County,  and  buying  land  there,  entered 
upon  the  task  of  its  improvement.  His  useful 
career,  however,  was  soon  brought  to  a  close,  as  he 
died  there  about  one  j'car  later.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  wife  was  Christiana  Coulser,  and  she 
was  a  native  of  I'enn.sylvania.  In  18G0  she  re- 
moved to  Wisconsin,  and  after  living  there  a  short 
time,  to  Orundy  County, Iowa,  and  later  to  Marion 
County,  Mo.,  and  there  died. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  five  years  old 
when  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Ohio,  and 
there  he  was  reared  under  pioneer  iiilluences  to  the 
life    of    a    farmer.      When    the    faniil}'    I'enuned   to 
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Defiance  County  lie  bought  a  tract  of  timber  land 
and  built  there.  Thinking  to  better  himself  by 
lemoving  to  Illinois,  he  came  here  in  1856,  and 
was  eniijloyed  in  a  cabinet  shop  for  a  year.  He 
then  went  to  Michigan  City,  Ind.,  but  after  a  stay 
there  of  two  months  returned  to  his  own  home, 
and  the  followirig  year  aijain  came  to  Illinois.  He 
engaged  in  farming,  working  land  on  shares  for 
fight  years,  and  then  purchased  the  place  where  he 
now  resides,  on  section  K^,  Plainfield  Township. 
It  comprises  eighty  acres  of  land  of  exceptional 
fertility,  and  he  has  it  under  good  improvement, 
and  has  made  here  a  comfortable  and  cozy  home. 
Jlr.  Henry  is.  no  (h;uibt,  greatly  indebted  to  the 
aid  he  has  received  from  his  ca[)able,  heliiful 
wife,  to  whom  he  was  united  in  marriage  in  IS.jS. 
Her  maiden  name  was  Sarah  Smith  and  she  was  a 
daughter  of  ('.  Y.  .Smith,  of  whom  see  sketch  on 
anotiier  page  of  this  work.  The  i)lcasant  home 
circle  of  our  subject  and  wife  is  completed  by  the 
five  children  born  to  tlu'in,  namely:  Mary  M., 
Clara  'SI..  'Werner  L.,  Laura  and  Frank.  A  simple, 
upright,  indeiiendent  man,  Mr.  Henry  liears  a  good 
reputation  and  is  held  in  genuine  vesiiect  for  his 
sterling  qualities.  He  has  made  his  way  in  the 
world  by  persistent  indnstrj-.  and  by  the  careful 
management  of  his  affairs  to  a  phu-e  among  our  sub 
substantial  citizens. 


•  ^ ^-^-^ ^^ 

/p^KORGK  II.  IIARSHr.AR(;i<:R  is  classed 
III  (— _  among  the  leading  agriculturists  of  Flain- 
^^J  field  Township,  and  there  is  no  finer  or 
better  improved  farm  in  all  the  county  than  his. 
He  was  born  in  I'enn's  A'alley,  Center  County,  Pa., 
•lanuary  27,  1829.  His  fatlier,  John  Harshl)arger, 
was  of  German  descent.  The  grandfather  of  our 
sid'ject  was  a  native  of  that  cfiuntry.  and  was  there 
reared  ami  married,  and  sulisequently  came  to 
America  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  and  there 
passed  tlie  remainder  uf  liis  life  on  liis  farm  in 
Penn's  V.alley. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  bred  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  and  followed  farming  profitably  for 
many  years,  until  his  life  was  brought  to  a  close  in 


his  comfortable  home  in  Penn's  Valley,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-three  years.  The  maiden  name  of  his  vvife 
was  Mary  Risliel.  and  she  was  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. After  the  death  of  her  husband  she  went 
to  live  in  llublersburgh.  Center  County,  and  there 
passed  aw.ay  in  February,  181)0,  at  the  venerable 
age  of  eighty-five  years.  She  reared  six  sons  and 
four  daughters  to  good  and  useful  lives. 

The  son  of  whom  we  write  received  his  educ  i- 
tion  in  the  district  school,  and  was  earlj'  set  to 
woik  on  the  farm  and  obtained  a  practical  knowl- 
edge of  agriculture,  continuing  to  live  with  his 
parents  until  1844.  In  that  year  he  commenced 
to  learn  the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  which  he  followed 
in  Pennsylvania  until  1817,  when  he  concluded  to 
come  West  to  try  life  on  the  prairies  of  Illinois. 
He  took  the  most  expeditious  route  at  the  time, 
and  by  foot  and  stage  made  his  w.ay  to  Erie,  Pa., 
and  from  there  by  the  Lakes  to  Chicago,  where  he 
embaiked  on  the  canal  for  Lockport,  and  from  that 
place  he  went  to  Jlorris,  (irundj'  County.  There 
he  f<uuid  emplovmenl  at  his  trade  the  ensuing- 
three  months,  anil  then  he  toi.ik  up  his  residence  in 
Plainfield,  continuing  here  as  a  carpenter  an<1 
tuiilder  until  1878.  He  had  previously  bought  his 
present  farm,  and  he  then  decided  to  devote  him- 
self entirely  to  its  management.  It  is  pleasantly 
located  on  section  8.  one  mile  west  of  Plainfield, 
and  contains  one  hundred  and  tv/enty  acres  of 
finely-tilled  land.  It  is  exceptionally  well  im- 
proved, having  ui>wards  of  five  miles  of  tile,  and 
is  amply  provided  with  neat  and  commodious 
buildings,  and  raidcs  as  one  of  the  finest  pieces  of 
pr<i|)erty  in  this  section  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Ilarshbarger  has  been  twice  marrieil,  his 
first  marriage,  which  occurred  in  Plainfield,  being 
to  aiiss  Harriet  Baker,  a  native  of  Ohio.  Her  death 
in  lS(i2  deprived  him  of  a  true  and  faithful  wife, 
and  their  four  ehildicn — T.acy.  Frank,  Seldon  and 
Anna — of  a  good  motiier.  Our  subject  was  again 
married,  taking  as  a  helpmate  Mrs.  Sophia  Hoay, 
lire  Barney,  a  native  of  New  York  State,  and  to 
tliem  have  come  two  children — Mabel  and  John. 
M\\  Harshbarger's  daughter,  Tacy,  married  Thomas 
Hayes  and  resides  in  Plainfield.  His  daughter, 
Anna,  married  "Wilson  Davis,  and  also  lives  in 
Plainfield.     Mabel  is  the  wife  of  Frank  G.  Gaskiu, 
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of  riainlit'lil.      Frank    rosiiies    in    Sonionauk,   tliis 
StiUo.  and  Seklon,  in  Kendall  County,  111. 

Mr.  Ilarshliaruer  is  endowed  witii  a  sonnd  nnder- 
.standing.  deei.-ion  of  eliarncter.  and  other  traits 
that  have  enabled  him  to  make  his  own  wa\  in 
the  world  without  the  adventitious  aids  of  fortune 
and  birth  to  an  indeiiendenl  position  among  his 
fellow-townsmen.  He  and  his  wife  are  highly  re- 
garded in  this  community,  where  they  have  lived 
for  immy  yeais,  and  have  the  warm  friendship  of 
many  of  their  fellow-citizens,  as  they  are  social, 
hospitable  people,  making  their  liome  attractive  to 
all  who  cross  its  threshhold.  They  are  valued 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and 
do  all  they  can  for  the  good  work  in  which  it  is 
engaged. 


SillOMAS  HILE.S.  Northern  Illinois  has  long 
been  known  as  a  land  where  fine  crojis  are 
garnered  and- fertile  fields  abound.  Among 
the  ver}'  productive  estates  which  are  included 
within  its  borders  maj-  be  mentioned  that  of  Thomas 
Ililes,  located  on  section  20,  Wesley  Townsliip, 
along  the  banks  of  the  Kankakee  River.  A  vast 
amount  of  labor  has  been  performed  here  in  order 
to  redeem  this  acreage  from  its  condition  as  a  part 
of  the  primeval  forest,  and  prepare  the  soil  to  bring 
forth  abundantlj-  to  the  full  extent  of  its  capacity. 

Mr.  Ililes  is  an  Englishman,  born  in  December, 
\X21.  and  as  the  son  of  a  farmer  had  fewer  priv- 
ileges in  the  educational  line  than  arc  afforded  that 
class  in  free  America.  Although  his  schooling  was 
quite  limited  and  his  book  learning  is  therefore 
somewhat  meagre,  he  possesses  native  intelligence 
and  quickly  comprehends  all  that  is  going  on  about 
him.  At  the  age  of  twelve  j'ears  he  began  working 
out  for  farmers,  continuing  to  support  himself  in 
this  manner  until  he  had  reached  his  majority. 
Having  decided  that  in  America  he  would  find  op- 
portunities for  advancement  not  afforded  in  his 
native  land,  he  bade  adieu  to  home  and  friends  and 
crossed  the  broad  Atlantic. 

Mr.  Ililes  landed  at  Philadelphia  a  friendless 
stranger,  with  about  $50  as  a  capital  with  which  to 


begin  his  laliors.  He  came  directly  to  Cook  Counly, 
III.,  where  for  nine  months  he  worked  on  a  farm. 
In  the  spring  of  lS.",ii  he  came  into  Wesley  Town- 
ship. Will  County,  entered  the  employ  of  Elijah 
Freer  for  two  years,  and  (lien  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  the  land  whirh  he  has  brought  to  so  excel- 
lent a  condition,  lie  had  but  few  neighbors.  He 
erected  a  frame  hcmse  and  began  clearing  the  land, 
doing  all  the  labor  (if  felling  trees,  etc.,  himself. 
From  time  to  time  he  fulded  to  his  farm  other  tim- 
bered lands,  which  he  cleared  in  succession  until  he 
now  lias  two  hundred  and  ten  acres  of  improved 
land,  abdut  two  hundred  acres  of  which  were 
cleared  by  himself.  This  is  a  record  which  has 
been  made  by  few  even  of  our  most  enterprising 
farmers,  and  Mr.  Ililes  deserves  great  credit  for 
that  which  he  has  accomplished  in  redeeming  the 
fertile  land  to  man's  use.  He  is  engaged  in  general 
farming,  and  successfully  pursuing  his  vocation. 

Mr.  Ililes  and  Miss  Sarah  Carpenter  were  joined 
in  holy  wedlock  September  5,  1852,  and  lived  hap- 
pily together  until  February  24,  IH.SO,  when  the 
wife  was  called  hence.  She  was  a  dau'i-hter  of 
Charles  and  Abigail  (Milliman)  Carpenter,  natives 
of  the  Empire  State,  who  removed  to  Illinois  about 
the  time  of  the  Black  Hawk  War.  The  occupation 
of  Mr.  Carpenter  was  tilling  the  soil.  He  and  his 
wife  are  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Sarah  Ililes  was  born 
January  17,  1835.  She  bore  her  husband  six  chil- 
dren, the  record  of  the  survivors  being  as  follows: 
Mary,  born  January  1.  1857,  is  the  wife  of  Mike 
Miller,  of  Joliet,  and  the  mother  of  six  children- 
Fred  M.  was  born  October  21,  1867;  Benjamin  T. 
February  15.  1  8,S0. 

A  second  mati-imonjal  alliance  w.as  contr.acled  l)y 
Mr.  Ililes  February  1,  1881.  His  bride  on  this 
occasion  was  Mi.ss  Aseiieth  Ilamblin,  who  was  born 
May  29,  1h;32,  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.  She 
received  a  good  education  in  the  district  .schools, 
and  upon  the  foundation  thus  laid  has  reared  a 
structure  of  wide  knowledge  through  extensive 
reading  and  keen  observation.  She  is  an  active 
worker  in  the  Sunday-school,  was  constantly  en- 
gaged as  a  teacher  while  in  New  York,  and  is  a 
willing  worker  in  the  promulgation  of  evcrry  oood 
cause.  Her  home  is  not  neglected,  but  is  conducted 
in  such  a  way  that  the  domestic  machinerv-  moves 
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siDOdtlily.  and  every  comfort  .surroiiiuls  llie  niom- 
bers  of  the  home  circle. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  lliles  were  Aimer  I.  and 
Electa  (Nearliig)  Hamblin,  natives  of  Jlassachii- 
sctts  and  Connecticut  respectively.  They  becanie 
husb.ind  and  wife  in  the  Eniiiire  State,  and  there 
continued  to  reside  until  their  death,  'llieir  home 
was  in  Madison  County,  where  Mrs.  Hamblin 
breathi'd  her  last  August  (i,  l.SG.'?,  and  her  husl)and 
March  l.'i,  1875.  Both  were  active  participants  in 
church  work,  and  Mr.  Hamblin  was  a  farmer.  Mrs. 
Hiles  was  the  ninth  of  the  eleven  children  born  to 
tlieni,  of  whom  seven  survive  at  this  writing. 

Mr.  Hiles  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in 
l)olitics,  and  gives  his  vote  to  the  Repulilican 
party,  liefore  lie  left  his  native  land  he  liecame  a 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
bill  h.as  not  been  idenlilied  with  lodges  of  that  fra- 
ternity in  America.  He  now  holds  the  office  of 
Township  Trustee,  in  which  he  h.as  served  for  fifteen 
years  past,  and  is  also  a  Director  of  the  local  School 
Board.  He  has  served  as  Patiiniaster.  He  and  his 
wife  beb)ng  to  the  Metiiodist   Episcopal  Churcli. 


i|/,_  ON.  AUOrST  W.  BERGGREX,  Warden 
11)^1  of  the  Illinois  State  Penitentiary  at  .lolict, 
.'-AW^'  has  held  several  important  oflicial  stations 
(^!  in  other  parts  of  this  State,  and  won  a  high 
reputation  for  his  uprightness,  good  judgment  and 
I)ublic  spirit.  He  was  apfjointed  to  the  position  lie 
now  holds  in  April,  1S80,  and  took  charge  on  M.ay 
1st,  following.  He  is  a  native  of  the  Scandanavian 
Peninsula,  his  liirtliplace  Sweden,  and  his  natal 
day  August  17,  1840.  His  parents  were  .Tohn  and 
Catherine  Berggrcn,  the  latter  of  wlnim  died  in 
tlieir  native  land,  leaving  to  her  husband's  care 
six  sons  and  one  daughter. 

In  1H.56  the  widower  and  his  family  came  to 
America,  drawn  to  cross  the  briny  deep  by  the  ac- 
counts they  had  heard  of  the  "  land  of  the  free  and 
the  home  of  the  brave,"  and  its  opportunities  for 
all  whcf  desire  to  rise  in  the  social  scale  or  improve 
their  worldly  condition.  A  location  was  selected 
at  Oneida,  this  State,  lull   tlie    father    subsequently 


went  to  Glendale,  Iowa,  w!iere  he  breathed  his  last 
in  186.3.  Two  of  his  children  have  also  passed 
away:  Peter  Anton  died  in  the  Hawkeye  State, 
in  18G.3;  and  Anna  Christina  in  Knox  Count}', 
this  State,  the  year  after  her  arrival  in  America. 
The  surviving  members  of  the  fraternal  band  are: 
.Tohn  firic,  a  Methodist  Episcopal  minister,  now 
retired  and  living  in  Iowa;  Louis  G.,  a  farmer  in 
Polk  County,  Neb. ;  Charles,  a  stonemason  in  Gar- 
rison, Kan.;  he  of  whom  we  write;  and  William,  a 
farmer  in  Pettis  County,  Mo.,  who  holds  the  ollice 
of  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

In  his  native  land  August  W.  Berggren  was  ap- 
prenticed to  the  tailor's  trade,  serving  two  years. 
After  reaching  the  Western  Continent  he  worked 
at  his  trade  both  in  Galesburg  and  Monmouth, 
this  State.  His  workmanship  was  alwa3's  to  be  re- 
lied upon,  and  his  citizenship  was  equally  trust- 
worth}'.  p]re  long  these  facts  were  recognized  by 
his  fellow-citizens,  and  while  still  quite  young  he 
was  placed  in  public  office.  In  18G9  he  was  elected 
.Tustice  of  the  Peace,  in  1872  became  Sheriff,  and 
to  the  latter  station  was  re-elected  in  1874,  1876 
and  1878.  A  still  higher  honor  awaited  him,  his 
friends  desiring  his  services  in  a  more  iin|)ort;uit 
function,  to  which  his  intelligence,  interest  In  pub- 
lic welfare,  and  keen  perception  of  its  needs  fitted 
him.  In  1880,  therefore,  he  vpas  sent  to  the  Senate, 
representing  the  Twenty-second  District,  composed 
of  Knox  and  Mercer  Counties.  I<"our  years  later 
he  was  returned  to  the  Senatorial  body  as  a  mem- 
ber from  the  same  district,  then  composed  of  Knox 
and  Fulton  Counties.  During  the  last  session  of 
his  second  term  Senator  Berggren  was  President 
pro  tern  of  the  Senate.  His  record  as  a  lawmaker 
is  a  matter  of  history  and  well  known  to  his  con- 
stituents, whose  cordial  esteem  he  has  won  by  his 
position  on  the  side  of  all  that  is  elevating  and 
true. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Berggren  is  quite  interested  in 
social  and  benevolent  orders, and  is  identified  with 
the  Knight  Templars  and  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows.  He  has  been  President  of  the  Cove- 
nant IMutual  Benefit  Association  of  Illinois,  located 
at  Galesburg,  since  its  organization  in  1877,  and  he 
is  also  a  Director  in  the  (iaicsburg  Nation.al  Bank. 
He  chose  ns   his  companion   in  life  a  .Swedish  lady, 


^^^^<n/A /y;/^/.^ 
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Miss  Cliristiiin  Nasliiml,  llioir  niarringe  hciiiL;  cele- 
brated March  8,  18()(i.  Mrs.  Berf,'<;ron  excels  in 
lioiisewifery,  is  iiitelligenl  and  refined,  and  wiUi  a 
ciianicter  wliicli  causes  her  tu  he  higiil}-  regarded 
liy  all  to  whom  sho  is  known.  The  union  has  been 
hlessed  by  the  birth  of  six  children — C'apitola 
Maud,  Guy  Werner,  Iia][)h  Augustus,  Clans  En- 
gene,  Jay  Valentine  and  Earl  Hugo.  The  daught(!r 
is  finel3'  educated,  being  a  graduate  of  Knox  Col- 
lege, anfl  the  others  have  also  received  excellent 
a<Jvantages  proportionate  to  their  years.  Death 
lias  entered  the  family  circle,  removing  from  its 
midst  the  son  and  l)rother,  Ralph  Augustus,  who 
was  .accidentally  killed  by  a  gravel  train  on  the 
Santa  Fc  Railm.ad,  (in  Mav  2(i,  18S7. 


pyREDERRK  WILLIAM  WERNER,  M.I)., 
Ur@^  bears  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the 
1  ^  busiest  persons  in  the  city  of  Joliet.  He  is 
in  the  enjoyment  of  a  large  and  lucrative  practice, 
and  is  widely  and  favorabl}-  known  throughout 
Will  Count}',  whore  thus  far  he  has  spent  his  entire 
life.  He  was  born  February  8,  1858,  in  Joliet,  and 
is  the  son  of  William  and  Barbara  (Goebel)  Wer- 
ner, who  were  natives  of  (Jermany.  The  mother 
while  single  emigrated  to  America,  in  18L'i,  and 
the  father  a  few  years  lat«r. 

The  Werner  family  is  of  pure  (!erman  stock, 
as  far  back  as  is  known,  and  po.sses.sed  in  a  marked 
degree  the  substantial  and  reliable  traits  peculiar  to 
that  nationality.  They  were  unusually  well  edu- 
cated, conforming  to  the  laws  of  their  native  land, 
which  required  that  a  child  should  be  [ilaccd  in 
school  at  the  age  of  six  years,  and  pursue  his  stud- 
ies until  fourteen. 

The  father  of  our  subject  ^yas  traiucil  to  habiis 
of  in<lu?try  in  liis  youth,  learning  the  trade  of  a 
stone  mason,  developing  into  a  contractor  and 
builder.  Lpon  coming  to  America  he  settled  in 
Will  County,  III.,  and  departed  this  life  M.ay  20, 
1887.  The  mother  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Bar- 
bara (Jocbcl.     'Wvi  parents  were  married   in  Joliet, 


and  Mrs.  Werner  now  makes  her  home  with  the 
Doctor.  The  household  circle  iuchided  seven 
children,  the  clilcsl  of  whom,  u  daughter,  Eliza- 
beth died  when  two  years  old  ;  Annie  Marie  died 
in  infancy;  Frederick  W.,  our  subject,  was  the 
third  child:  Louis  Charles  Frederick  died  when 
about  eighteen  months  old;  Frederick  Charles  is 
engaged  as  a  harness-maker  and  living  in  Joliet; 
George  Washington,  a  veterinary  surgeon  of  good 
repute,  makes  his  home  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  Ed- 
ward Herbert  is  one  of  the  leailir.g  dental  surgeons 
of  Joliet.  It  will  be  observed  that  these  children 
were  named  in  honor  of  the  patriots  of  both  Ger- 
many and   .Vmcrica. 

Dr.  Werner  in  his  lioyhood  days  attended  the 
city  schools  of  Joliet,  and  when  approaching  man- 
hood began  the  study  of  medicine  under  the  in- 
struction of  Dr.  A.  W.  Ileise,  in  the  winter  of 
187t;-77.  Later  he  entered  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  Michigan  .State  University,  and  after- 
ward Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  New 
York  City,  from  which  he  w.as  graduated  March  1, 
1880.  Returning  then  to  his  native  city,  he 
opened  an  otHce,  and  his  career  has  lieen  one  of 
uniform   prosperitj'. 

In  [lolitics  Dr.  Werner  favors  the  principles  of 
the  Republican  part}-,  but  he  meddles  very  little 
with  public  affairs,  otherwise  than  those  connected 
with  his  profession.  He  served  as  Coroner  of  Will 
County  from  June,  1880,  to  December,  1884,  first 
by  appoinltnent  and  subsequently  was  twice  elec- 
ted to  the  office.  He  was  Count}-  Physician  from 
1881  to  1888,  and  City  Physician  from  1884  to 
1887.  From  1882  to  ISS,")  he  held  the  office  of 
Treasurer  of  the  I'nited  States  Pension  Examining 
Board.  He  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Will 
County  ^ledical  Society,  the  Chicago  Medical 
Society  and  the  American  Society  of  Microscopisls. 

On  the  -isili  of  May,  1881,  Dr.  Werner  was 
united  in  ni.arria<;c  with  Miss  Louisa  Frcdricka, 
daughter  of  C.  W.  and  Alarie  Agnes  (Bcrtch) 
Stachlc.  .Mrs.  Wciner  was  born  in  Joliet,  and  re- 
mained with  her  parents  until  her  marriage,  receiv- 
ing a  good  education  in  the  common  school.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Staehle  were  natives  of  Germany,  and 
are  now  residents  of  Joliet.  Their  family  consists 
of  seven  living  children. 
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In  connection  with  this  sketch  a  lithographic 
portrait  of  the  Doctor  is  presented  to  the  readers 
of  the  Ai-nrM. 


ENRY  BOIIL  owns  and  occupies  a  farm  on 
section  34,  Washington  Township.  A  gen- 
eral air  of  thrift  and  prosperity  is  noticeable 
^)  and  e\en  a  casual  glance  is  sufficient  to 
show  tliat  the  land  is  well  tilled  and  that  the 
buildings  wliicii  have  been  erected  upon  it  are  ad- 
equate to  their  requirements,  wlide  they  and  the 
other  improvements  are  well  kept  in  every  par- 
ticular. 

The  eyes  of  our  subject  opened  to  the  light  in 
Mecklenburg,  Germany,  April  14,1838.  His  father, 
Herman  Bohl,  was  a  farm  laborer  who  had  mar- 
ried a  lady  of  his  own  Duchj" — Miss  iVIary  Buhr- 
ling.  They  lived  in  the  neighborhood  in  which 
they  had  been  reared  until  after  the  birth  of  six 
children,  two  of  whom  died  when  quite  young. 
The  parents  with  the  surviving  members  of  the 
family  set  out  for  America  in  the  fall  of  1857,  tak- 
ing passage  from  Hamburg  in  tiie  sailing  vessel 
"America"  and  landing  at  New  York  City  after 
having  spent  four  weeks  and  three  days  at  sea. 
The  family  came  west  together  and  made  a  settle- 
ment in  Du  Page  County,  111.  After  some  years 
the  [larents,  their  only  son  and  one  daughter,  re- 
moved to  W'M  County  and  settled  on  the  farm 
now  owned  by  our  subject,  the  parents  living  with 
him  until  their  death.  The  father  lireatlied  liis 
last  in  1883  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  j-ears;  the 
widow  survived  until  188;),  reaching  tlie  advanced 
ag(!  of  eighty-two  _\ears.  During  the  last  two 
years  of  her  life  she  was  entirely  blind.  Both  of 
the  parents  were  life-long  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church. 

Henry  l^ohl  is  the  third  in  order  of  birth  in  the 
parental  family.  He  received  his  education  in  his 
native  countiy  to  which  he  bade  adieu  when  about 
inneleen  years  old.  lie  became  of  .age  in  Du  Page 
County,  111.,  and  was  there  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Minnie  .Sehuld.  This  lady  was  born  in 
Mecklenberg,  Germany,   in    1840,  and  after  being 


left  an  orphan  she  came  alone  to  the  United  States 
when  she  had  almost  reached  womanhood.  She 
made  her  home  in  Du  Page  County  where  she  was 
married  not  long  after  her  arrival.  She  was  well 
skilled  in  domestic  arts,  was  a  consistent  member 
of  the  Lutheran  Church  and  a  woman  whose  good 
qualities  were  recognized  by  her  neighbors  and  ac- 
quaintances. She  breathed  her  last  at  her  home  in 
Washington  Township,  August  25,  1883,  when  but 
thirty-eight  years  old. 

The  happy  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bohl  was 
blest  by  the  birth  of  eight  children,  of  whom  Wil- 
lie, Lena  and  two  infants  are  deceased.  The  sur- 
vivors are:  Recka,  Henry,  William  and  John,  all 
of  whom  yet  cluster  around  their  father's  fireside. 
Mr.  Bohl  and  his  children  attend  the  Lutheran 
Church  and  he  is  a  stanch  Republican. 


ULIAN  E.  WHITE.  This  young  gentle- 
man is  engaged  in  the  drug  business  in  Jol- 
iet  in  which  he  made  a  permanent  location 
in  188."),  establishing  himself  in  a  business 
that  is  rapidly  growing.  With  an  upright  charac- 
ter, the  courteous  and  pleasing  manners  of  a  well- 
bred  gentleman,  and  an  intelligent  mind,  he  has 
been  admitted  into  the  -inner  circle"  of  society, 
while  in  business  circles  he  is  regarded  as  one  of 
the  most  promising  young  men  of  the  city.  He 
is  tiie  third  child  of  E.  D.  and  Margaret  (.4dams) 
White  who  came  with  their  famil3-  to  Joliet  in 
1876.  The  father  is  now  engaged  in  the  music 
trade  here  and  in  addition  to  pianos  and  other 
musical  instruments  also  handles  sewing  machines. 
He  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  while  his  wife 
opened  her  ejes  to  the  light  in  I'ennsylvania. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  was  born 
March  '.),  18.')4,  in  M.ayville,  Chautauqua  County, 
N.  Y.,  l>ut  his  lioyhood  was  spent  in  Crawford 
County,  Pa.  After  completing  his  education  he 
became  a  drug  clerk  in  his  home  town  where  he 
continued  in  that  employment  a  year.  Being  at- 
tracted by  the  accounts  he  had  heard  of  the  Rocky 
Mountain  region,  he  then  went  to  Denver,  Col.,  but 
finiling  no  opening  in  the  drug  business  became  a 
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cleik  in  iui  establishment  devoted  to  the  sale  of 
men's  furnishing  goods.  For  two  years  he  was 
Ihns  employed  when  lie  joiiriie3'ed  eastward,  reach- 
ing .loliet  in  the  spring  of  1877,  his  parents  in  the 
meantime  having  located  here.  He  entered  llie 
estal)lishment  of  J.  I).  Brown  A-  CV>..  remaining 
there  tlirce  or  four  years  after  whicii  lie  went  to 
Chicago.  There  he  engaged  with  tiie  drug  firm  of 
Lord.  .Stoutenliorgtt  Co.,  as  a  traveling  salesman  and 
after  two  and  one-half  years  spent  in  tliat  capac- 
ity, he  l)ecame  an  employe  of  the  firm  of  Fuller  il- 
Fuller.  For  tiie  latter  firm  he  worked  about  tiirec 
years  after  whicli  he  began  business  for  himself  at 
the  time  and   i)lace  before  noted. 

Mr.  White  is  a  firm  believer  in  the  jirinciples  of 
tlie  Republican  i>arty,  whicli  he  therefore  supports 
on  all  occasions.  He  is  identified  with  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternitj',  having  reached  the  Royal  Arch 
i^egrec  and  being  Captain  in  the  Ciiapter.  An 
event  interesting  to-.Ioliet  society  and  particul- 
arly to  Mr.  Wiiite,  took  place  at  the  residence  of 
()sin()n<l  Fox,  April  "io,  1890.  This  was  the  mar 
ii;igo  of  our  subject  and  ]Miss  Jessie  Fox,  daughter 
of  the  host,  a  }'oung  lady  whose  intelligence,  cul- 
ture, and  amiable  character  have  given  her  pop- 
idarity  in  society  and  endeared  her  to  the  hearts 
<if  many  friends.  The  wedding  ceremony  was  per- 
formed at  six  o'clock  and  was  followed  by  an 
elegant  reception  participated  in  by  the  society  peo- 
ple of  .loliet. 


ICHAEL  SIIENK  is  a  subslauti.al,  well-to- 
do  farmer  of  Custer  Townsiiip,  and  he  has 
A  borne  an  honoralile  part  in  bringing  about 
the  great  cliange  wrougiit  by  the  pioneers 
and  present  citizens  of  Will  County  that  has  placed 
it  in  the  front  ranks  of  its  sister  counties.  His 
liarents  were  Christian  and  Magdalene  (Wolf) 
Shenk.  natives  of  I^ancaster  Count}',  Pa.  His  fallicr 
operated  a  mill  there  for  thirl}'  years,  and  with 
his  wife  was  a  lifelong  resident  of  that  part  of  the 
country,  she  dying  in  18,')0.  and   he  in  1824. 

Our  subject  is  the  onl\-  survivor  of  six  cliildnii. 
He  was  born  in  August,  1818.  His  education  was 
conducted    in   the   common   schools.     He  suffered 


an  accident  at  a  raising  when  he  was  eighteen  years 
of  age,  whereliy  his  riglit  .shouhler.  rilis  and  leg- 
were  broken,  and  for  four  years  lie  was  uualile  to 
do  anything.  After  that  he  went  to  work  on  a 
small  farm  for  himself  in  Erie  County,  Pa.,  made 
improvements  upon  it,  built  a  house  and  barn,  and 
made  full  iia^Miient  at  the  rate  of  $22  per  .acre,  he 
buying  it  of  his  mother.  He  remained  on  that 
place  about  fourteen  years,  and  then  disposed  of  it 
in  order  to  try  .agriculture  in  this  county,  ami  com- 
ing here  in  18o8,  he  bought  his  present  farm.  The 
improvements  upon  it  were  voy  me.agre,  but  he 
has  placed  it  in  a  good  condition.  He  built  his 
present  dwelling  in  187"),  and  also  erected  a  good 
t)arn  at  a  cost  of  •^1,(J()0.  He  has  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  in  the  home  farm,  all  of  which  is  under 
fine  cultiv.ation  except  thirt}'  acres,  and  he  has  ad- 
joining it  eighty  acres  of  land  that  is  well  adapted 
to  p.asturage  and  is  used  for  that  purpose,  he  li:iv- 
ing  his  farm  well  stocked. 

By  his  marriage,  in  1851,  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Car- 
ter, our  subject  secured  the  substantial  aid  of  a 
wife  who,  b}'  her  good  management  of  their  house- 
hold affairs,  has  contributed  in  no  small  degree  to 
bring  about  their  [iresent  prosperous  circumstances. 
;\Irs.  Shenk  is  a  native  of  England,  born  in  1822, 
und  received  a  good  education  in  the  lan<I  of  her 
birth.  Her  marriage  with  our  subject  has  been 
gladdened  by  the  birth  of  eight  children,  all  of 
whom  are  living,  and  are  well  settled  in  life.  Their 
record  is  as  follows:  .lohn,  who  is  living  in  Vates 
Center,  Kan.,  married  Sarah  Wright,  and  they  have 
four  children;  William,  a  resident  of  Fairbury, 
married  Alma  Kobbins,  and  they  have  one  child; 
.lerome.  of  Reed  Township,  married  Belle  Morrill, 
and  they  have  one  child;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Harvey 
ISrown.  of  Chicago,  is  the  mother  of  nine  children; 
Delia  Ann  is  the  wife  of  Napole(jn  Leslie,  of  Braid- 
wood,  and  has  live  children;  Joseph,  a  resident  of 
liraidwood,  married  Ella  Itankin.  and  tlie\-  liav(! 
five  children;  Minnie  married  John  .lils(Mi,  who 
lives  on  the  home  farm,  and  they  lia\e  three  cliil. 
dieii;  Ida  married  Calvin  Whitson,  of  Pontiac,  and 
tliev  I  ave  four  chiMreii.  .lohn  Shenk  hore  an  hon- 
orable part  ill  tli<'  !ale  w:i|-  a-;  :\  Mildier  in  the  One 
llundreillh  Illinois  Infaiilry,  and  w:is  slightly 
wounded    at   Mission    Ridge.     Williirtii    went   out 
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with  the  same  regiment,  but  came  home  sick  before 
the  expiration  of  lii ;  term  of  enlistment.  He  after- 
ward served  in  a  three  months'  regiment. 

Since  1858  Mr.  Shenk  has  been  associated  with 
the  people  to  whom  Custer  Township  owes  its  pros- 
perity, and  lie  has  conducted  himself  in  all  ways  so 
as  to  secure  tlie  entire  confidence  and  respect 
of  his  fellow-citizens.  He  has  taken  part  in  the 
management  of  public  affairs  as  School  Director 
of  this  district,  and  at  one  time  he  was  Assessor  of 
Custer  and  Reed  Townships  for  a  period  of  two 
years.  He  votes  the  Republican  ticket.  Mrs. 
Shenk  has  for  many  years  be(  n  a  devoted  member 
of  the  Episcopal  C'luirch,  and  is  equally  esteemed 
with  her  husband. 


^^.EOHGE  S.  BRISTOL  represents  the  tlour- 
iterests  of    Plainfield 


0=^]K(ni(iR  S.   BRISTOli  r 

'ij  g— ,  ishing    agricultural    int 
^^^41    Township,  and  his  farn 


m  on  sections  33  and 
34.  is  one  of  the  most  desirable  in  this  locality  as  it 
is  under  the  best  of  cultivation  and  is  amply  pro- 
vided with  good  machinery  for  every  [lurpose. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  l)()rn  in  I'erry 
Townsliip,  Franklin  County,  .lanuary  2G,  1843,  a 
wortliy  descendant  of  an  old  pioneer  family  of  that 
State.  C'Orel  Bristol,  his  father,  was  a  native  of 
llie  same  county,  born  in  Sharon  Townshii),  May  11, 
ISH).  His  father,  Eri  Bristol  was  born  in  Bristol, 
Conn.,  a  son  of  Jacob  Bristol,  who  was  of  English 
birth.  Tlie  father  of  the  latter,  great-great-grand- 
father of  our  subject,  emigrated  from  Bristol,  Eng- 
land, nbdul  1  776, and  settling  in  Connecticut.bought 
l.'uid  in  tlu"  town  (if  Hristnl.  He  was  a  clockmaker, 
and  it  i:s  said  mannfactured  the  finest  clocks  ever 
niadr  ill  America  in  his  day.  During  the  Revolu- 
ticin  lie  proved  to  lie  a  patriotic  citizen  to  his 
ado|it(Ml  country  and  building  two  sliips  he  placed 
them  at  tlic  disposal  of  the  colonists  and  aided 
tliem  in  lighting  the  IJiitish.  Jacob  Bristol  was 
ten  yeai's  old  when  he  came  to  America  with  his 
parents.  He  l)ecame  a  clockmaker  and  spent  the 
rest  of  his  life  in  Connecticut.  Eri  Bristol,  grand- 
father of  our  sulijcct,  became  a  member  of  the 
Scioto    Com|)anv    that    bought    si.vteen    thousand 


acres  of  land  in  what  is  now  Franklin  County,  Ohio, 
and  he  was  thus  an  early  pioneer  of  the  State.  In 
the  spring  of  1804  each  member  of  the  colony  sent 
a  son  into  the  wilderness  of  Ohio,  to  build  log 
cabins  and  pre])are  the  way  of  the  others  who  soon 
joined  them,  the  removal  of  these  families  being 
made  with  teams,  some  of  them  having  horses  and 
others  oxen.  They  were  among  the  first  to  locate 
in  that  part  of  C)hio,  and  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  settled  in  what  is  now  Sharon  Township, 
nine  miles  north  of  the  present  site  of  Columbus, 
on  Whetstone  Creek.  In  that  time  the  State  was 
in  a  wild  and  unsettled  condition,  the  dense  prime- 
val forests  l)eing  inhabited  by  various  tribes  of 
Indians,  and  deer,  bears,  wolves,  panthers,  and  wild 
cats  were  numerous.  There  were  no  railways  nor 
canals,  and  in  fact  no  public  roads,  all  communica- 
tion with  the  outside  world  was  by  persons  passing 
through  the  narrow  paths  or  Indian  trails  on  foot 
or  horseback.  The  people  lived  in  the  most  primi- 
tive manner,  oljtaining  their  food  from  products  of 
the  land,  wild  game  and  fish,  and  the  women  spun 
and  made  all  the  clothing  used.  The  grandfather 
of  our  subject  resided  on  the  homestead  that  he 
hewed  from  the  wilderness,  until  death  closed  his 
mortal  career. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared,  married 
and  resided  in  the  place  of  his  birth  until  1870, 
when  he  came  to  Plainfield,  and  with  his  sons, 
bouglil  the  farm  where  our  subject  now  resides. 
He  is  still  living,  is  in  his  eighty-first  year,  and 
makes  his  home  with  his  children.  The  maiden 
name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject  was  Annah 
Ross  and  she  was  a  native  of  Westmoreland  County, 
Pa.,  a  daughter  of  David  and  Mary  (Satcher)  Ross. 
Her  deatli  occurred  in  Franklin  County,  Ohio. 

George  S.  Bristol  received  the  rudiments  of  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  and  then  had  the 
advantages  of  a  fine  course  at  Eastman's  Business 
College  at  Chicago.  In  May,  1864,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  One 
Hundred  and  I'hirty-third  Ohio  National  Guards, 
for  fine  hundred  days,  and  was  dispatched  with  h's 
regiment  to  I'arkersburg,  W.  Va.,  and  after  re- 
maining tliere  six  weeks  was  sent  to  Washington, 
and  thence  to  the  J.ames  River  of  Virginia,  where 
he   did  garrison   duty  until   the  expiration  of  his 
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term  of  enlistment,  wlicn  he  w:is  discharged  having 
done  honoralile  service  in  llie  cause  of  his  counlrj'. 
After  his  military  experience,  Mr.  Bristol  returned 
to  his  native  State  and  remained  a  resident  thereof 
until  the  spring  of  1^6^,  when  lie  made  a  new  de- 
parture and  in  the  vigor  of  a  stalwart  manhood 
eauie  to  Illinois  to  try  farming  in  the  Prairie  Slate. 
He  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  I'l.'iin- 
field  in  the  summer  and  in  the  winter  uiili/.eil  jiis 
education  by  teaching.  He  laiighl  .>ix  winter 
terms  and  the  remuiuder  of  tlie  year  was  engaged 
as  before  mentioned.  In  1871,  he  located  on  the 
farm  he  now  owns  and  occupies  and  has  been  thor- 
oughly successful  in  its.  cultivation.  In  1881),  he 
had  the  misfortune  to  have  his  duelling  burned, 
and  he  has  since  replaced  it  by  hi.^  present  neat  and 
comfortable  residence. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  in  1S72  with  .Miss 
Rosabelle  Clark  was  an  imiiorlant  step  in  liis  life 
and  he  theri'by  secured  an  able  assistant  in  his 
work.  She  is  a  native  of  Plainfield,  born  in  iNIarch, 
1817,  and  a  daughter  of  Erastus  Clark.  Her  father 
was  born  in  Greenfield,  Franklin  County,  Mass.,  his 
father  bearing  the  same  name,  lieing  also  a  native 
of  that  county,  born  in  the  town  of  Colerain.  His 
father.  John  Clark,  issupposed  toliave  been  a  native 
of  the  same  town  and  a  descenilant  of  English  ances- 
tr3',  who  were  early  settlers  in  that  place,  and  lie  w.as 
there  engaged  as  a  manufacturer.  [Mrs.  Bristol's 
gran<lfather  learned  the  trade  of  a  woolen  manu- 
facturer and  established  the  first  s[)inning  jenny, 
and  carried  on  the  business  there  some  \ears.  He 
subsequently  removed  to  Niagara  Falls,  establisheil 
a  factor}',  and  resided  there  until  1830,  when  he 
came  to  Plainfiehl.  He  was  an  early  settler  here, 
buying  a  tract  of  land  about  one  mile  south  of  the 
village.  He  and  his  son  operated  a  flour  and  saw- 
mill for  a  few  years  and  he  then  went  to  Kalamazoo, 
Mich.,  and  there  died  at  tlie  home  of  a  daughter  at 
the  advanced  age  of  eighth-six  years.  Mrs.  Bris- 
tol's father  w.as  young  when  he  came  to  Plainfield 
with  his  |)arenls  and  .assisted  his  father  in  operating 
the  mills,  finally  buying  the  sawmill,  which  he  op- 
erated for  a  time.  He  then  disposed  of  it  and 
turned  his  attention  to  farming,  and  resided  here 
until  ls7x.  In  that  venr  he  removed  to  Kansas, 
bought  a  f:uin  in  Keno  County  antl  still  makes  his 


home  there.  The  maiden  name  of  -Mr.  Clark's  wife 
was  Caroline  Cotton.  She  was  born  on  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  u  daughter  of  William  and  .lane  (I'>rett) 
Cotton,  also  natives  of  that  island,  who  were  pio- 
neers of  L'hiinlield.  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Bristol's  pleas- 
ant  Wedded  life  has  brought  to  them  two  eliildren, 
Mabel  .1.  .and  Elsie  C. 

Mr.  Bristol  is  .a  man  of  luniorable  character  and 
liii;h  standing  in  this  tonimunily,  with  whose  best 
inlerests  he  has  earnestly'  identified  himself  more 
than  twenty  j'cars.  and  by  his  manly,  straightfor- 
ward course  in  all  his  business  dealings  and  in  his 
siieial  relations  he  has  gained  a  warm  i)hice  in  the 
regard  o/his  fellow-citizens.  He  has  a  well-balanced, 
well-cultivated  mind  and  sincere  religious  views 
which  find  expression  in  the  I'niversalist  faith,  he 
and  Ids  wife  being  valued  niemliers  of  the  society 
of  that  denomination  in  Flaiidleld.  Folitically  he 
is  a  stanch  Ivei)ublican. 


|r~\,EN.lAMIN  (Jl.lN.  The  legal  profession  of 
L-s  Will  County  is  worthily  represented  by  the 
/V);jl!  subject  of  this  notice  who  has  been  engaged 
^---^  in  the  [iractiee  of  law  at  .loliet  since  .Tune, 
of  the  year  lH7tJ.  He  is  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State  and  was  I)orn  in  Allegany  County,  August 
12,  1S38.  He  emigrated  to  Illinois  with  his  (la- 
rents  when  quite  young,  the}'  settling  first  in  La 
Salle  County,  from  which  they  subseqin  iitly 
removed  to  Kendall  County. 

Judge  Olin  received  his  English  education  in 
the  common  and  select  schools  of  La  Salle  .and  Ken- 
dall Counties  and  subsequently  entered  Beloit  Col- 
lege, Wis.  He  commenced  the  reading  of  law  in 
the  odice  of  IMessrs.  Gray  ife  Bushnell  at  Ottawa, 
III.,  and  later  studied  with  .lohn  Crulhers,  of  Os- 
wego. Kendall  County. 

ri)(.>n  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  Mr.  Olin  in 
April,  18G1,  assisted  in  raising  Company  K.  Twen- 
tieth Illinois  Infantry  and  was  elected  First  Lieu- 
tenant of  his  conqiany.  .\fter  aljout  one  year 
spent  in  the  service  he  w.as  obliged  to  send  in  his 
resignation    on    account    of    ill-health.      He    tlu'ii 
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went  lo  Colorarlo  where  he  spent  si^veral  months 
and  upon  his  ri'tuni  resiinieil  his  law  studies  at 
Chieagn  willi  Ihc  linn  of  .ALatlier,  Taft  A-  Bates.  He 
was  adinitteil  to  the  liar  in  l^H:!  ami  began  the 
praeliee  of  his  profession  at  .Morris,  this  State. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Olin  assoeiated  himself  in 
partnership  with  Hon.  1'.  A.  Armstrong,  of  Morris, 
and  they  engaged  in  the  praeliee  of  law  until  the 
removal  of  Mr.  Olin  to  .1  olio t  in  .lune,  1870.  In 
the  meantime  he  had  beeoioe  prominent  in  the  lo- 
cal affairs  of  (Irundy  County,  representing  his 
ward  in  Ihe  City  Couneil  of  Morns  and  holding 
the  olhee  of  Seho(.)l  Insi)eetor.  besides  filling  other 
positions  of  trust  and  responsibility.  He  was  looked 
upon  as  a  man  of  sound  judgment  and  bis  opinions 
were  generally  respeeted. 

After  his  removal  to  Jolict. Judge  Olin  assoeiated 
himself  in  parluei'shii)  with  Ca|it.  I'helps  in  the 
l)raetiee  of  law,  wliieh  [lartueiship  continued  until 
1873,  when  it  was  dissolved  by  the  election  of  r^Ir. 
Olin  to  the  .Judgeship  of  the  County  Court.  He 
ae<piitted  himself  with  great  credit,  serving  his  full 
term  and  in  1S77  was  le-clected  and  held  the  olliee 
the  full  term  of  the  four  years,  and  one  year  over 
on  account  of  a  change  in  the  law  fixing  the  time 
of  holding'  eUctions.  Then  after  nine  years  of 
public  secvice  and  when  his  nomination  was  again 
talked  of,  he  declini'd  lo  be  a  camliilale  for  re-elec- 
tion. 

Since  his  remov.-il  to  .loliel  Mr.  Olin  has  been 
identified  with  many  of  its  leading  enterprises  and 
•has  distinguished  himself  as  a  liberal  and  public- 
spirted  citizen.  He  is  particularly  interested  in 
educational  affairs,  having  held  the  office  of  School 
Inspector  for  seveial  years,  aud  was  also  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  tlie  .loliet  I'ldilic  Li- 
brary, wliich  ollice  he  has  recently  resigneil.  As  an 
attorney  he  has  been  entrusted  with  imiiortant  in- 
terests, while  his  intimate  knowledge  of  the  intri- 
cacies of  law  has  en:diled  him  to  serve  his  clients  in 
a  just  and  s.-ilisfactoiy  manner.  His  strict  integrity 
and  bonorablr  di-aliugs  have  gained  him  tlm  conli- 
deiiec  and  esteem  <if  his  fellow-citizens  and  both  in 
soci.al  and  business  circles  he  oceu|>ies  an  enviable 
position. 

Mr.  Olin  in  September,  1865,  vyas  joined  in  wed- 
lock with  Miss  Julia  Schaubcr.    Mrs.  Olin  is  a  lady 


of  high  culture  and  varied  attainments  and  well 
fitted  to  be  the  partner  of  sucli  a  man  .as  her  hus- 
band. She  was  born  in  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y. 
The  family  residence  is  iileasantly  located  at  No. 
1U2  Young's  Avenue.  In  1889  .Judge  Olin  asso- 
ciated himself  in  partnership  with  George  J.  Cow- 
ing, a  young  gentleman  of  fine  attainments,  who  is 
rapi<llv  risirig  in  his  profession. 

RED  BOLTMANN.  The  late  Mr.  Bolt- 
maun  was  born  in  Hanover,  Germany, 
.June  :),  1811).  He  was  the  son  of  Henry 
S(iphia  (01enkem|i)  Boltmann,  natives  of 
Hanover,  where  they  were  reared  aud  married, 
and  lived  for  some  years  thereafter.  They  came 
to  America  iji  18u3,  taking  passage  at  Bremer- 
liaven  on  a  sailing-vessel  that  crossed  the  Atlantic 
at  a  raiiid  rate,  making  the  quickest  time  ever  re- 
corded b}'  a  sailing-vessel.  Tlie  hurricane  which 
had  speeded  it  on  its  course  at  so  rapid  a  rate 
nearl_y  caused  the  destruction  of  the  vessel,  and 
inan\'  of  the  passengers  died  from  fright  or  sick- 
ness in  the  short  space  of  three  weeks  and  tiwce 
days.  The  Boltmann  family  survived  the  dangers 
of  tlie  passage,  and  coming  from  New  York  to 
Chicago,  settled  on  a  farm  in  Du  Page  Coiint3'. 
There  tliey  made  some  improvements  ere  clianging 
their  residence  to  Will  County  and  settling  on 
section  35,  Washington  Township. 

The  elder  Mr.  Boltmann  secured  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  mostly  wild  laml,  on 
which  he  at  o\KX'  began  to  make  improvements.  It 
is  now  known  far  and  near  as  a  home  of  great 
comfort,  where  pleasing  hospitality  abounds  and 
the  social  pleasures  of  life  are  thoronghl}-  enjoyed. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  ISoltmann  are  now  quite  old,  having 
been  born  in  1812,  the  former  July  19  and  the  hit- 
ter September  10.  Mr.  Boltmann  lias,  been  identi- 
fied with  the  Republican  part}',  and  he  and  his 
wife  have  been  active  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Chuich  since  their  childhood.  They  are  particu- 
larly well  known  by  the  best  German  families  of 
the  county  and  are  respected  by  all. 

TIh'    aeutleman    with    whose   name    this   sketch 
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is  iiUriiilufi.Ml,  was  fduuiiteil  in  tlie  ijuhlir  scIkxjIs 
of  Dii  I'agc  ami  Will  Cuuiities,  ami  ari|iiii-iHl  a 
practical  knowleilge-of  agriculture  on  the  paicntal 
estate,  lie  was  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  until 
after  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  \\  ar.  when  he 
entered  the  I'nion  army  as  a  meiiilier  of  ('oia|)any 
n,  Seventeenth  ]llin(jis  Cavalry.  (ioing  south, 
the  regiment  was  put  under  the  gcnt'r.al  eomuiand 
of  Sheridan,  and  undei-  that  gallant  leadei  partiei- 
pated  in  the  battles  which  have  ni'idr  his  name 
famous.  JMr.  Boltmann  also  took  part  in  tlu'  bat- 
tles of  Atlanta  and  others  of  prominence,  escaping 
injury,  exeei)ting  a  slight  wound  on  the  knee,  in 
all  his  arduous  and  dangerous  cauiiiaigning.  He 
remained  in  the  field  until  the  close  of  the  war, when, 
being  discharged.  June  S,  ISt;;).  he  returned  to  his 
father's  home  justly  proud  of  his  record  as  a  loyal 
citizen  and  Inave  soldier. 

Mr.  Boltmann  continued  to  oct'upy  hiuisi'lf  with 
agriculture  until  1873,  wlu'u  he  established  himself 
in  business  at  Beeeher,  dealing  in  wines  and  liquors 
until  his  health  failed.  He  closed  his  eyes  in  death 
August  24.  1  iSTM,  since  which  time  his  widow  has 
sueeessfiilly  carried  on  the  business,  to  the  inter- 
est of  which  he  had  given  his  entire  attention  after 
its  institution.  The  nature  of  Jlr.  Boltmann  was 
a  thrifty,  kindly  and  ca|)able  one,  and  he  was  well 
known  for  his  generosity  toward  his  fellow-nion 
.and  looked  upon  as  a  good  business  man.  He  was 
a  nuMulier  of  lUue  Lodge,  No.  740,  K.  A-  A.  .M..  at 
(irant  Park,  and  had  tilled  the  various  chairs.  He 
was  a  sound  Democrat  in  politics  and  his  religious 
faith  coincided  with  the  doctrines  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  to  which  he  belonged,  and  to  which  he 
gave  liberally. 

The  marriage  of  Fred  Boltmann  and  Jliss  Soi)hia 
Olenkemp  was  celebrated  in  Du  Page  County,  this 
State.  The  bride  was  born  in  Hanover.  Germany, 
October  y,  184().  She  was  reared  to  womanhood 
in  her  native  land,  receiving  an  excellent  educa- 
tion there,  and  after  she  came  to  America  acquired 
good  use  of  the  English  tongue.  In  LSGC  she 
crossed  the  ocean  in  companv'  with  an  uncle,  the 
passage  from  Brenierhaven  to  New  York  on  the 
sailing-vessel  -Shakespeare"  consuming  seven  weeks 
and  two  days.  She  came  at  once  to  Illinois,  and 
for  a    time    rC'^ided    in    Du     I'aLi'c    Counlv,  siihse- 


qucnntly  making  her  home  in  'Washington  Tcjwh- 
ship.  Will  County.  Her  [jarents  were  William  and 
Sophia  (Herman)  Olenkemp,  l)oth  natives  of  Han- 
over and  descendants  of  German  stock  of  tlu'  lict- 
ter  class.  .\l  r.  Olenkemp  was  a  shoi'inaker.  'I'wo 
\-ears  afler  their  (laughter  had  coir.c  to  Americn 
he  and  his  wife  niaile  their  ari-aiigcuu'uts  to  follow 
her  to  the  New  World.  They  were  about  ready  to 
start  when  the  liu>liand  and  father  sickened  and 
ilii'd  when  about  lifty-hve  years  old.  The  widowed 
mother  subsequently  made  the  journey  with  the 
children  who  remained  with  her,  an<l  joining  her 
daughter  in  \\"\\\  County,  spent  her  Last  days  tiieic. 
She  ilii'd  -Inly  •_'7.  I.S7'.>.  .at  the  ripe  age  of  seventy- 
li\-c  years,  at  the  liome  of  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
l!ollai:mn.  She  and  her  husband  belonged  to  the 
Liitln'ian  Church.  Their  family  consisted  of  four 
daughtci-s  and  i.ine  S(m,  the  hitter  of  whom,  Henry 
()lenkem|).  is  now  running  a  meat  market  in  \N'}'o- 
ming.  He  has  sia-ved  five  years  in  the  regular 
army. 

Mrs.  Boltmann  is  a  shrewd  and  capable  woman, 
who  manages  her  business  affairs  with  great  abil- 
ity. Slie  belongs  to  the  Lutheran  Church  and 
generously  sup[)oi-ts  every  gooil  work  which  is 
done  therein.  She  is  the  mother  of  six  children, 
one  of  whom,  a  daughter,  Emma,  died  when  eight- 
een months  old.  The  living  are:  Tihla,  wife  of 
Henry  Biefeldt,  a  lumber  dealer  of  Beeeher:  Henry 
and  William,  who  arc  carrying  on  the  farm  in 
Washington  Township,  and  jMviiia,  who  keeps 
house  for  them  ;  and  Rosa,  who  remains  at  home 
witli  the  mother. 


£^ 


\fiA:MES  C.  ZARLEY  is  the  owner  and  occu- 
pant of  one  of  the  line  farms  of  .loliet 
Township,  his  home  being  located  (jii  sec- 
tion 28,  and  comprising  three  hundred,  aci-es 
of  beautiful  land,  ui)on  which  comph'te  and  excel- 
lent improvi'inents  have  been  made.  The  place  is 
devoted  to  the  dairy  business,  from  sixty  to  eighty 
cows  being  kept,  and  three  wagons  run  to  .loliet, 
where  the  milk  is  sold.  That  p.art  of  the  estate 
which    is   under    tillage    is    tlioi'out;hl\    cultivated, 
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ami  on  every  liand  arc  to  be  seen  eviilent-es  of  the 
tlirift  and  prosperity  of  the  owner. 

Among  the  ver3-  earliest  settlers  in  litis  county 
were  tlie  late  Reason  Zarley  and  his  wife.  He  was 
born  in  Kentucky,  and  in  181-4  was  married  to 
Sarah  Mustard,  a  native  of  Oiiio.  In  JSciota 
County,  of  that  .State,  they  made  their  first  home, 
coming  to  Illinois  in  1828,  and  spending  about 
three  }' ears  in  the  vicinit_y  of  Danvilk'.  ^^ermilion 
County.  In  1831  they  removed  to  this  county, 
settling  on  tlic  farm  now  owned  by  our  suliject. 
Here  they  tooli  u|)  the  labors  of  pi<»neer  life,  un- 
flinchingly enduring  the  arduous  toils  and  severe 
privations  to  which  they  were  subject,  and  liraving 
danger  and  even  death  in  tlieir  efforts  to  subdue 
nature  and  develop  tlie  resources  which  she  pos- 
.sessed.  ( )n  at  least  one  occasion  they  were  obliged 
to  leave  their  home  and  seek  protection  from 
savage  foes  in  n.  town  where  some  preparation  was 
made  to  meet  and  repulse  the  Indians.  This  vvas 
during  the  Black  Hawk  War,  when  the  Sacs  and 
Foxes  were  terrorizing  the  settlers  upon  the  fron- 
tier. Better  times  graduall3'  dawned,  tiie  ccuntry 
became  more  thickly  settleil,  the  comforts  of  life 
more  easy  to  olitain,  and  the  surroundings  more 
pleasant  and  ipiiet.  Reason  /arley  became  a  highly- 
respected  and  influential  citizen,  and  when  called 
hence  in  August,  1 859,  he  left  to  his  descendants 
that  best  of  all  inheritances — an  honoretl  name. 
He  was  one  of  the  lirst  Justices  of  the  Peace  in 
this  vicinity,  having  been  elected  when  what  is 
now  Will  County  was  still  a  part  of  Cuok  C(.iunty. 
Mrs.  Sarah  Zarley  was  a  daughter  of  the  Kev. 
William  Mustard,  one  of  the  pioneer  Methodist 
lireaeliers  in  Ohio.  She  joined  the  ^Methodist 
Church  wljcn  eighteen  yeais  old.  and  was  a  mem- 
ber for  over  seventy-five  years.  Her  deatli  took 
jilaco  August  1,  IS^T,  at  the  Immp  of  her  son-in- 
law,  (;al)riel  Nuel.  in  .lacki-on  TowiL-hip,  this 
coiintv.  Her  nu-Uinry  is  hehl  in  loving  reinem- 
brance  by  her  descend.-uits,  to  whom  (irandma 
Zarley  was  a  nnidel  of  bcaulifnl  old  age.  She  had 
borne  liei-  husband  twelve  children,  of  whom  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  tenth.  Twt>  of  their 
deceased  children  were  for  many  years  proprietoi'.s 
of  the  .loliet  iSigiial.  'I'lu^se  were  Calneh  and 
Cah'in    Zarley.   the    former  of    whom    was   born   in 


Pike  County,  Ohio,  April  21,  1822.  In  May, 
lis4(l,  in  company  with  his  brotliei  Calvin,  whose 
death  occurred  many  years  ago,  he  began  the 
pulilication  of  the  Joliet  Signal,  which  he  edited 
for  forty  years.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was 
in  company  with  K.  S.  Brown,  the  publishing  firm 
being  known  as  Zarley  it  Brown.  Calneh  Zarley 
died  August  20,  1886.  He  is  well  remembered  by 
the  citizens  of  Joliet.  and  by  man}'  outside  this 
flourishing  corporatioQ, 

The  gentleman  with  whose  name  this  sketch  is 
introihiced,  was  born  August  2G,  1832,  in  Danville, 
to  which  place  his  parents  had  fled  for  safety  dur- 
ing the  Black  Hawk  War.  He  grew  to  manhood 
on  his  father's  homestead  in  this  county,  where  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  has  been  spent.  In  1SG4  he 
went  to  Montana  and  engaged  in  mining  for  ten 
years,  meeting  with  varying  success,  but  return- 
ing to  his  native  State  somewhat  better  off  finan- 
cially than  when  he  had  left  it.  Since  that  time 
he  has  given  his  attention  entirely  to  farming,  be- 
coming an  ex[(ert  in  the  business,  and  particularly' 
in  the  man.agement  of  a  dairy  farm. 

Personally,  Mr.  Zarley  is  well  calculated  to  make 
frien<ls,  l.ieing  cordial  in  manner,  intelligent  in 
mind,  and  honorable  in  his  dealings  with  his  fel- 
low-men. He  held  the  ollice  of  Sujiervisor  of 
Joliet  Ti.iwnship  one  term,  and  has  been  School 
Director  for  a  numlier  of  years.  In  the  advance- 
ment of  the  cause  of  education  he  has  always  been 
greatly'  interested,  as  well  as  in  other  matters  which 
tend  to  elevate  sticiety  and  increase  the  prosperity 
of  the  country.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat.  He 
attends  the  Baptist  Churcli,  of  which  his  wife  is  a 
member. 

In  .loliet,  OctxJier  :3,  l.sTO,  Mr.  Zarley  was 
united  in  marriage  with  ,Mi>s  Ma,  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Kliza  (Boss)  Patrick.  Mrs.  Zarley  is 
the  younge-t  in  a  family  of  ten  children,  and  was 
l)(.ii-n  in  Aux  Sable,  (iruridy  County,  October  G, 
ISl.'i.  .She  is  an  educated  and  refined  woman,  who 
looks  well  to  the  ways  of  her  houfehold,  is  devoted 
to  husliand  ami  children,  ami  full  of  kindlj-  deeds 
to  those  alxinl  her.  Her  father  was  a  native  of 
New  \'ork  and  her  mother  of  Cf.nada,  their  first 
home  after  marriage  being  in  the  latter  country'. 
Thence  they    came  to   this  county  in  an  early  d.ay, 
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settling  in  .loliet  Tuwnsliiii.  Imt  aflerwiud  ronidv- 
ing  to  Ui'iiiidy  t'omity.  'i'lii'V  sulisi'i|\U'ntly  if- 
UH'MlmI  til  llii,s  tuuHNliip.  ill  wliifh  tlicy  lircalluil 
liii'ir  last.  Mr.  und  Mrs.  Zurlcy  nro  llic  pHiciils  of 
live  ciiildrtMi— William  II.,  Arthur  M..  (i.  N.hI. 
.M:ui(l    II.  and  Loi.il'  K. 

^f  NDIJKW    .1.   MILLS,    .M.   I).,   tlie   Coroner 
(@/LJr     of    this    ci-)nnty.    is    niiinliurcd    among    its 
'//   lit    prominent  and  most  snrcessfnl    [uactitiun- 
^'  crs,  and  is  in  tlio  enjoyment  of  a  good  luisi- 

ness.  He  is  a  man  in  the  prime  of  life,  having 
boon  born  Se[)teml)er  I'J,  18:34,  and  is  a  native  of 
Kssex  County,  N.  Y. 

Dr.  Mills  is  the  offspring  of  suhstaiitial  stock, 
being  the  son  of  William  Mills,  likewise  a  native 
of  Lssex  Count}',  N.  Y.,  and  who  was  born  May  '2. 
IS  I  2.  The  latter  grew  to  mature  years  in  his  na- 
tive county  and  was  there  married  to  Miss  Lnra 
A.  l""isk.  The  inolher  of  our  subject  was  born  in 
Kiilland  County,  Vt.,  May  "21,  ISl  1,  and  was  taken 
by  her  parents  to  New  York  State  when  a  child  of 
eight  years.  In  the  year  1  S.'IG  the  family  look  up 
their  line  of  mareli  toward  what  was  then  the  far 
West,  locating  in  I''ranklin  County,  ( )hio,  wIutc 
they  sojourned  until  1  S.j  1 ,  the  father  I'ngaging  in 
fai'uiing  [iursuits.  'I'hat  year  they  decided  upon 
another  change  of  residence  and  coming  Id  this 
county,  sellle<l  neai'  Twelve  Mile  (irove.  The 
father  in  ISI.S  h;iil  entered  one  hundred  and  sixty 
ai-ivs  of  lanil  and  upon  this  he  took  uj)  his  residence 
with  his  family  and  jn'oseeuted  agricidturc  until 
l.sill.  Then  with  his  estimable  wife,  retiring  Imni 
the  active  Itdiiirs  of  life,  he  left  the  farm  and  re- 
moved to  .loliet,  where  the  father  is  still  livini;-. 
The  mother  departed  this  life  August  8,  I  887.  Loth 
parents  ha<]  identified  themselves  with  the  Metho- 
dist Episcoijal  Church  during  their  younger  years. 
William  Mills  originally  was  a  Jaeksonian  Demo- 
crat, but  voted  for  William  Henry  Harrison  in 
islo,  and  upon  the  formation  of  the  Republican 
party  identified  himself  with  it.  He  however  b;is 
never  lieen  a  political  aspirant,  but  is  contented  to 
'    cast  his  vole  at  the  general  elections,      lie  is  highl\- 


respected  and    may  be    [iroperly    numbered   among 
the  pioneer  residi'iits  of   this  county. 

Dr.  A.  .1.  Mills,  the  subject  of  this  notice,  spent 
his  younger  years  in  his  native  State  and  upon  the 
lenioval  of  the  family  to  (.)hio,  pnrsui'd  his  first 
studies  in  the  common  schools,  makinii'  good  head- 
way and  becoming  quite  profici(!nt  at  an  earl\-  age. 
He  began  the  reading  of  medicine  alone  and  after 
entering  the  army  was  under  the  instruction  of  Dr. 
Z.  P.  Hanson,  now  ;i  noted  [jhysician  of  Chicago. 
His  studies  however  were  freiiueutly  interruiited, 
as  he  was  obliged  t(j  secure  the  means  for  continu- 
ing  them. 

I  |ion  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  the  Doctor 
enti'red  the  ranks  of  the  I'nion  .\rmy,  enlisting  in 
the  Fort^'-second  Illinois  Infanti'y  and  being  com- 
missioned as  Assistant  Surgi/ou  of  the  regiment. 
He  was  at  the  front  and  in  Ihe  lield  hospitals  and 
for  four  months  was  on  the  meilical  staff  of  the 
Artillery  iSrigade,  l""ourth  Army  Corjjs,  going 
through  the  Atlanta  campaign.  He  served  until 
the  ck)se  of  the  war,  receiving  then  his  honorable 
disch;u'ge    and    being  mustered  out  April  16,  18G5. 

I'pon  leaving  the  army  Dr.  Mills  entered  the 
Miami  Medical  College  at  Cincinnati,  in  the  class 
of  18(1,5  and  I8(jt;.  from  which  he  emerged  fidly 
ipialiiied  for  the  duties  whicli  awaited  him,  having 
graduated  .Mai'ch  1,  LstlC.  It  is  hardl}'  necessary 
t(i  state  that  |iiililically ,  he  is  a  stanch  Republican., 
lie  was  elected  to  his  present  ollice  in  the  fall  of 
1888  anil  is  prominently  connected  with  the  Will 
County  Medical  Society. 

Miss  Sarah  l'^.  \\  hiteiuore  w;is  wedded  to  our 
subject  .March  •>'.),  18,".."i.  Mrs.  .Mills  was  born 
Sc[)teiiiber  2(),  I8:i,').  in  Washingto'i  County,  I'a., 
.•iinl  is  the  daughter  of  frauds  W.  and  l^'rances  A. 
(Webb)  Whitemore,  who  were  natives  of  X'irginia 
and  .Maryland.  respecli\-ely.  They  came  to  Illinois 
about  18  11.  and  settled  fust  at  Magnolia,  Putnam 
County.  Snbsei)iieiitly  they  came  to  this  county, 
where  they  sojonrne(l  fi»r  a  few  years,  and  are  now 
deceased. 

The  children  born  to  Dr.  .Mills  and  his  esti- 
mable ladj' are  recorded  as  follows:  William  F.  was 
graduated  from  Rush  Medical  College  in  the  class 
of  1887.  and  is  ni>w  a  practicing  physician  of  iMan- 
hftttan,   this   county;    he    married    Miss  Agnes   R, 
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McDonougli,  and  tlicy  have  one  chikl,  a  flaugliter, 
Elda  A.  George  W.  otnciat.es  as  the  Northwestern 
Agent  for  the  tobacco  inauufactiiring  firm  of  Wil- 
son, McC'alhay  it  Co.,  making  his  headquarters  at 
Omaha,  Nel).;  he  married  iMiss  Nellie  A.  Uianioud, 
and  they  have  three  daughters:  Merle  Ada,  llilma 
Lillian  and  Veldene  Eloise.  Lura  Frances  is  the 
wife  of  William  M.  Mitchell  of  Kockville.  Kanka- 
kee County,  and  they  have  one  child,  a  son,  Ken- 
netii  Mills. 

Dr.  Mills  is  one  of  the  oldest  uienihers  of  Wilton 
Lodge,  No.  G4(l,  1.  ().  O.  F.,  in  which  he  has  held 
the  different  olllces  and  represented  his  lodge  in 
the  Grand  L'jdge  of  the  State,  since  its  organiza- 
tion in  1877.  He  also  belongs  to  William  A.  Webb 
Post,  No.  657,  G.  A.  R.,  of  which  he  was  the  first 
Commander.  He  takes  pride  in  his  practice  and 
aims  to  excel.  The  medical  profession  was  one 
which  he  chose  in  his  boyhood  f(.)r  his  life  vocation 
and  one  to  which  lie  gives  his  best  efforts  as  the 
result  of  his  practice  indicates.  Socially  and  per- 
sonally, he  is  held  in  high  esteem,  being  numbered 
among  the  leading  citizens  of  Joliel. 

A  lithogra[ihic  (lortrait  of  Dr.  Mills  appeals  else- 
wliere  in  this  volume. 


ILIJAM  CALHOUN.  This  great  Republic 
owes  a  larger  debt  than  she  can  ever  pay  to 
llie  loyal  citizen-soldiers  who  rallied  to  her 
defence  in  the  darkest  hours  of  the  Rebellion,  and 
heroically  fought  and  suflered,  and  never  laid 
down  their  arms  till  the  glorious  Stars  and  Stripes 
once  more  waved  t)ver  a  free  and  undivided  country. 
As  a  representative  of  those  heroes  it  pleases  us  to 
give  this  brief  life  record  of  William  Calhoun,  who 
with  several  of  his  lu'others  did  h(.>norable  service 
in  the  I'nion  army  during  the  late  war.  <)ui'  sul)- 
jecl  is  a  fai'iner  in  Custer  Townshiii,  (.iwning  and 
managing  a  good  farm  un  section  20. 

Abner  Calhoun,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
farmer,  and  a  native  of  New  York.  He  vvas  a  soldier 
in  the  Black  Hawk  War,  and  received  a  laud^^'Sfii^. 
rant  for  his  good  services.  The  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject was  Mary  (Iloyt)  Calhoun,  a  nati^■e  of  Ohio, 


She  vvas  married  to  the  father  of  our  subject  in 
that  State,  and  removed  to  Michigan  at  an  early 
day  of  its  settlement.  They  came  to  Illinois  in 
1853,  and  located  on  the  farm  now  belonging  to 
our  subject,  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
days,  he  dying  in  185."),  and  she  April  19,  1878. 
They  were  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  all  sons 
but  one,  eight  of  whom  are  now  living. 

Tlie  one  of  whom  we  write  was  the  sixth  child 
in  order  of  birth,  and  was  born  in  the  month  of 
January,  ]836.  His  educational  advantages  were 
very  meagre,  and  consisted  of  a  short  attendance 
in  the  district  school.  He  was  early  called  upon 
to  assist  his  father  in  the  farm  work,  and  after  the 
latter's  death  took  tender  care  of  his  mother  as 
long  as  she  lived,  and  did  not  marrj-  until  after  her 
death. 

After  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  our  subject 
watched  its  course  with  patriotic  interest,  and  as 
soon  as  possible  offered  his  services  to  his  country, 
enlisting  August  12,  1862,  in  Compaii}'  F,  Seventy- 
sixth  Illinois  Infantiy,  and  served  faithfully  till 
August  12,  1865.  He  took  [lart  in  many  battles, 
and  his  officers  always  found  him  to  be  an  efficient 
and  trustworthy  soldier,  lie  was  in  the  battle  of 
Mobile,  Ala.,  and  participated  in  a  large  num- 
ber of  severe  skirmishes.  lie  served  under  Gens. 
Steele,  Crocker,  Thomas,  McPherson,  Grant  and 
Sherman.  In  December,  1862,  Mr.  Calhoun  was 
sick  in  the  hospital  for  a  short  time,  and  was  then 
sent  to  the  convalescent  camp  at  Memphis,  Tenn. 
From  the  hospital  there  he  was  sent  to  St.  Louis 
Hospital,  in  which  he  remained  till  after  the  siege 
of  Vicksburg.  He  then  rejoined  his  regiment,  and 
while  it  was  on  a  raid  from  Natchez  he  received  a 
sunstroke,  which  was  very  severe  in  its  effects,  and 
for  eighteen  months  he  vvas  almost  blind,  and  he 
lost  the  entire  use  of  liis  left  ear,  and  could  scarcely 
hear  with  his  right  one.  Notwithstanding  his  ter- 
rible condition  he  never  left  his  regiment  all 
through  his  sickness,  and  was  linally  discharged 
with  it  after  the  close  of  the  war,  at  (Jalveston, 
Tex. 

The  Calhoun  family  was  well  represented  in  the 

-  araaa-y,  as   beside  our  subject  three  of  his   brothers 

did  valuable  service   in  the  defence  of  their  conn- 

trv's   honor — Hansford,    Henry    and    Albert.      T'lC 
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last  immoii  sacrificed  Ids  life  for  tlu'  olil  ll.'it;.  He 
was  a  Vdiitli  of  seventeen  _vears  when  he  en- 
listeil  in  the  same  company  ami  nyimenl  as  nui- 
sulijfcl.  ami  in  \Si]4  he  reeeiveii  iiijiiiies  fnini  which 
lie  (lieil  at  his  lidine  snun  after  at  llie  age  of  nine- 
teen, anil  liis  hijily  now  lies  in  the  eiMnetery  at  Cns- 
ter  I'aik.  His  linither,  Henry  .1.,  enlisted  in  the 
same  rey^iment  ami  company  at  the  age  of  twenty' 
years,  and  did  hrave  service  on  many  a  liard-fonglit 
battlelield.  He  endured  the  lKirdslii[is  and  jiriva- 
lions  of  a  stihiier's  life  witlnnit  a  ninriiuir,  and  is 
still  sntTering  fioin  a  kiiet.'  wliieli  was  injured  while 
in  the  army.  He  is  furl)-eight  years  of  aye.  ;ind 
in  the  prime  of  life  has  ac([iiired  a  eonipetence  on 
his  farm  in  riymoiitli  C'ountw  Iowa.  He  is  mar- 
ried and  has  a  line  family  of  four  cliililren. 

After  retiring  from  the  army  Mr.  Calhoun  quietly 
resumed  fariniiig  operations  on  his  farm  in  t'lister 
Township.  He  has  labored  assiduously  to  [)lace 
its  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  under  the  liest 
of  cnllivation.  and  now  has  it  well  imjiroved.  and 
supplied  with  neat  huildmns,  and  e\erythii  g  nec- 
essary for  operating  it  to  good  aihantage. 

December  21,  188;!,  Mr.  Calhoun  took  an  ini[ior- 
tant  step  in  life,  which  has  contributed  greatly  to 
his  comfort  and  happiness,  us  on  that  date  he  was 
married  to  .Miss  Ellen  A.  Bray.  Her  father,  Dom- 
inick  liraj-.  is  an  old  soldier,  and  is  now  suffering 
from  the  effects  of  his  faithful  service  while  in  the 
army.  He  and  his  wife  ha\e  a  comfortable  home 
heal-  .I.■Ulle^town,  (  loud  C<iunty,  k'aii.  .Airs.  Cal- 
houn is  a  native  of  this  .State,  born  in  K.-inkakee 
County,  where  she  received  an  excellent  coin- 
luon-school  education.  The  pleasant  home  cir- 
cle of  our  subject  and  his  wife  is  completed  liy 
three  children— Frank  I!.,  Willi;ini  Wesley  and  .les- 
>ie    I.. 

Mr.  (  alhoini  is  a  man  of  sterling,  self-respecting 
character,  well-balanced  mind,  and  his  whole  career 
has  shown  him  to  be  a  patriotic,  trust  wort  liv  citi- 
zen, deserving  of  all  confidence  and  reg.-ird.  He 
concerns  himself  in  the  welfare  of  this  township, 
where  be  has  m.ade  his  home  since  boyhood,  aixl 
when  he  has  been  called  to  oflieo  has,  by  his  faith- 
ful and  efficient  attention  to  the  duties  thus 
devolving  u|)on  liim,  materially  forwarded  its  inter- 
estj-.     He  is  Directorof  this  school  district,  and  has 


held  this  position  for  the  last  f<mrtcen  years,  .and 
he  has  also  been  I'athniaster.  He  is  a  member  of 
Bowen  Post.  G.  A.  I!.,  at  Wilmiiiglon.  He  is  a 
sturdy  supporter  of  tlie  Kepulilieaii  party,  and 
alw;i_\s  voles  for  its  candidates.  Ho  began  life  for 
himself  empty  handed,  and  has  attained  his  present 
good  circumstances  by  persistent  and  well  directed 
toil, 

ICIIAKL  J.  CrNNINGIIAJl.  It  is  sel- 
'  dom  that  a  young  man  reaches  a  more 
prominent  station  than  that  held  by  the 
above-named  gentleman,  or  exhibits  so 
many  intellectual  and  business  (lualities  .at  so  early 
an  age.  Mr,  Cunningham,  although  not  yet  thirty 
years  old,  is  Mayor  of  Manhattan  and  one  of  its 
most  popular  busine.ss  men,  and  added  to  this  he 
has  a  record  of  usefulness  in  pedagogical  work, 
both  as  teaeherand  institute  worker.  He  isshrewd 
and  energetic  in  the  prosecution  of  whatever  he 
undertakes,  has  mental  .ability  of  no  mean  order, 
and  is  full  of  public  spirit  and  interest  in  the  pro- 
gros  of  the  country. 

Kven  a  brief  record  of  the  lives  of  his  parents 
will  sullice  to  show  that  Mr.  Cunningham  is  the 
inheritor  of  many  of  the  qualities  which  give  him 
lirominence  in  the  community  and  that  he  would 
be  unworthy  of  his  [)areiit,age  were  he  not  enter- 
prising and  zealous.  His  father.  James  Cunning- 
ham, was  liorn  in  County  Longford,  Ireland,  and 
became  a  machinist.  He  emigrated  to  America  and 
for  some  time  worked  at  his  trade  in  Pouglikeepsie, 
>■.  Y.  In  1857,  he  located  in  this  county,  for  five 
years  operating  a  f.aini  in  the  northern  p.art  of  this 
township.  He  then  purchased  one  hundred  .and 
sixty  acres  of  raw  land  in  New  Lenox  Townsliiii, 
placed  it  under  good  improvement  anil  successfully 
operited  it  until  1871,  when,  he  was  taken  sick. 
After  three  \eais  of  invalidism,  he  closed  his  eves 
to  earthly  scenes,  leaving  his  farm  ■encumbered 
somewhat  Iiy  a  mortgage. 

With  wonderful  tact  and  good  management,  Mrs. 
Cunningham  succeeded  by  the  aid  of  her  children 
in  clearing  their  home  from  indeliledness  and  in  so 
conducting    their   affairs    ;is   to   be  able   to  secure 
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Wesleiii  hinds  alsu.  Slic  iiiiw  owns  Iwu  liiindreil  and 
forty  uLTes  near  M:u'_vsvilk\  Kan.,  and  retains  pos- 
session of  the  farm  in  tliis  county  which  is  now 
rented,  Init  nptm  wiiich  she  resided  until  1889.  She 
now  lives  with  our  snbjeet  and  her  daughter,  Katie 
L.  Like  hei  husliand,  she  was  born  in  Ireland, 
County  Kilkenny  having  been  her  birthplace.  She 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Bridget  King  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  Ring,  who,  although  a  farmer, 
was  a  graduate  of  the  Latin  School  of  Dublin.  She 
is  a  sister  of  the  Rev.  Patrick  Ring,  of  St.  Louis, 
prominent  in  the  Catholic  Church,  and  with  whom 
siie  came  to  America,  stopping  in  the  Empire  State 
where  she  was  married  to  Mr.  Cunningham.  Both 
she  and  her  husband  have  l)een  active  members  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Ciiurch  and  Mr.  Cunningham 
was  a  Democrat. 

Tlie  family  of  which  our  subject  is  the  sixth 
meml>er  includes  also  jNLitthew,  foreman  for  the 
Nebraska  City  Tacking  House;  Thomas,  a  man  of 
leisure,  who  is  traveling  a  great  part  of  the  time; 
Richard,  Mayor  of  Summerlield,  Kan.,  and  engaged 
in  the  agricultural  implement  business;  Martin, 
deceased ;  Mary  E..  wife  of  Kelson  Lynx,  partner 
of  our  subject;  Katie  L. ;  and  Maggie  E.,  now  Mrs. 
Nugent,  of  Wilton  Townshii). 

The  grandfather  of  our  suliject  was  James  Cun- 
niugliam,  who  followed  agricultural  pursuits  in  the 
Emerald  Isle,  and  wlio  bore  a  very  active  part  in 
the  Irish  Rebellion.  Some  seven  years  before  his 
death  he  had  a  [laralytic  stroke,  and  from  that  time 
he  suffered  more  or  less. 

The  natal  day  of  our  suliject  was  April  1 1,  l<sG2, 
and  his  birthplace,  the  township  in  which  he  is  now 
so  popular.  lie  was  reared  in  New  Lenox  Town- 
ship and  prior  tti  his  seventeenth  year  attended  the 
district  schools.  lie  then  entered  the  Normal 
School  at  \'alparaiso,  Lul..  and  after  completing 
the  scientific  course,  was  graduated  in  l<s.s|.  II(> 
adopted  the  profession  of  teaching,  the  first  two 
years  of  his  professional  lalior  lieing  given  to  tiie 
schools  in  S|iencer.  lie  then  accepted  the  Princi- 
palship  of  the  New  Lenox  graded  school,  retaining 
the  position  three  years  and  during  the  time  taking 
an  active  p.art  in  the  work  of  llie  county  institutes, 
and  in  other  ways  advancing  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion,     [lis  services  were  reijuested  at   Nevv  Lenox 


the  fourth  year,  but  he  resigned  the  position  to 
which  he  had  been  elected  in  order  to  embark  in 
mercantile  [lursuits. 

Forming  a  partnership  with  Nelson  Lynx,  of 
Spencer,  Mi-.  Cunningham  began  the  sale  of  general 
merchandise  in  a  rented  building  in  Manhattan. 
The  stock  was  new  and  well  selected,  the  proprie- 
tors pleasant  and  courteous,  and  success  attended 
their  efforts.  In  the  fall  of  1889  they  put  up  a 
new  store  building,  24x72  feet  in  dimensions,  and 
increased  their  stock  whicli  is  now  the  largest  as- 
sortment of  general  merchandise  in  town.  Mr. 
Cunningham  also  does  a  large  business  for  the 
Home  Insurance  Company,  of  New  York,  and  at- 
tends to  tlie  renting  of  the  home  farm  and  his 
broliier's  estate. 

During  1889  Jlr.  Cunningham  was  Milage  Clerk 
and  in  1890  he  was  elected  Mayor  witliout  exertion 
on  his  [lart.  This  fact  is  indicative  of  his  popu- 
larity and  the  reputation  which  he  has.  He  is  an 
active  Democrat  and  has  been  a  delegate  to  county 
and  State  conventions.  He  belongs  to  the  Sacred 
[lean  Catholic  Church'  of  .loliet. 


(X,  liALTER  B.  STEWART,  M.D.,  Ph.C, 
*  \/iJ//  J""'"''  partner  of  the  lirm  of  Curtis  & 
^^y  Stewart,  is  one  of  the  younger  members 
of  the  medical  profession  of  this  county,  a'.id  lo- 
cated in  Joliet  May  1,  181^8.  He  was  born  in 
Wilmington,  this  county,  February  13,  186C,  and 
is  the  son  of  J.  W.  Stewart,  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  this  region  and  now  a  leading  banker  of 
Wilmington.  The  mother  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Lettie  Wliitten.  The  |)arental  family  consisted 
of  four  childieii. 

Dr.  Stewart  obtained  his  preliminary  education 
in  the  schools  of  his  native  place,  and  completed 
his  studies  in  Champaign  College  in  1885,  receiv- 
ing the  degree  of  Ph.C.  Soon  afterward  he  com- 
menced the  reading  of  medicine  under  the  instruc- 
tion of  Dr.  Curtis,  his  partner,  with  whom  he 
continued  until  entering  a  course  of  lectures  at 
the  College  of  Physicians  X-  Surgeons,  Chicago, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  '88. 
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Sodii  aflcrwanl  lie  was  rtppniiUed  House  Siirnemi 
of  St.  Josepli's  Ilosiiital,  whicli  |io.siti(iii  he  slill 
lioMs.  lie  makes  a  specialty  of  surgery,  and  has 
alread}-  attained  considerable  reputation  in  this 
branch  of  the  practice,  having  rare  opportunities 
for  study  and  observation  in  connection  with  his 
duties  at  the  hospital.  'Ihis  institution  aecununn 
dates  over  fifty  patier.ts,  and  aside  from  this  Dr. 
Stewart  is  building  up  quite  an  extensive  private 
practice.  His  skill  and  ability  are  acknowledged 
facts  among  the  people  who  have  sought  his  ser- 
vices, and  it  is  predicted  that  in  the  near  future  he 
is  destined  to  make  for  himself  a  re|iutation  as  a 
pii^sieian  and  surgeon  of  no  mean  ac(inirenients. 
He  is  nnniarrif'd.      Politieallv.    he  is  a  Repul>lican. 


LGUST  BOLHL,  as  a  farmer  of  large 
experience,  great  capability,  sagacious  and 
I  111  far-seeing,  and  prudent  in  the  manage- 
ment of  his  affairs,  is  considered  one  of 
the  most  successful  of  the  well  to-do  agriculturists 
who  are  active  in  pushing  fcirwanl  the  material 
interests  of  Will  Count}'  in  general,  and  of  Monee 
Townshii)  in  particular.  Associating  himself  with 
the  pioneers  of  this  region,  he  has  tilled  the  soil  to 
some  purpose  during  the  three  or  more  decades 
that  he  has  lived  here,  as  is  shown  by  the  fine  ap- 
pearance of  his  well-appointed  and  well-stocked 
farm,  with  its  neat  buildings  and  well-tilled  fields. 
While  doing  a  general  farming  business,  Mr.  IJoelil 
has  paid  special  attention  to  rearing  horses  the 
last  seventeen  3'ears,  and  for  six  years  has  been  a 
breedei-  of  thorough-ln-ed  Knglish  Shire  horses, 
and  now  has  .i  fine  herd,  among  thiMU  being  some 
thai  are  imi)orted. 

August  Boehl  is  of  foreign  birth,  boin  in  Prus-" 
sia,  Germany,  August  13.  is:3;j.  His  (larents, 
Christian  and  Christina  (Weigand)  Hochl,  were 
natives  of  the  same  place  as  himself.  The}-  had 
three  children — Christina,  Wilhelmena  and  August. 
While  our  subject  was  scarcely  more  than  a  babe, 
he  li.ad  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  good  mother,  who 
died  in  1S,'?S.  His  father  married  again,  I'^redcr- 
leka   Caeker    lieeominii    liis  wife,    by  uhoni  he   had 


tlu-  following  seven  children:  Louisa,  Catherine, 
Christian.  (!eorge,  William,  Henry  and  Frederick. 
The  father  was  a  manufacturer  of  cloth  in  his 
native  country,  but  abandoned  tliat  business  when 
he  came  to  the  I'nited  States  in  1857.  accompa- 
nied by  his  family  with  the  exception  of  I  he 
eldest  daughter.  He  settled  on  forty  acres  of 
land  on  section  15,  Monee  Townshi]),  where  his 
earthly  pilgrim.age  came  to  an  end  in  IHO;!,  at  the 
age  of  fiftj'-seven  3'ears.  His  wife  survived  him 
until  1885,  when  she  too  ))assed  aw.a}-. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  review  passed 
the  early  years  of  his  life  in  his  native  German}-, 
and  there  received  a  substantial  education.  He 
worked  for  his  father  in  the  old  ciiuntry,  and 
after  coming  here  spent  his  first  six  months  at 
employment  for  which  he  was  paid  812  a  month. 
He  subsequently  Ijcgaii  life  on  his  own  account, 
and  in  1859  purchased  eighty  acres  of  the  land 
where  he  now  lives  for  $1,000.  At  different  times 
he  has  added  to  this,  first  a  tract  of  twenty  acres, 
then  one  of  eighty  acres,  and  subsequently  one  of 
forty  acres,  paying  §5  an  acre  for  the  timber  land. 
This,  by  incessant  toil,  he  now  has  well  cultivated, 
and  has  all  the  necessary  improvements  and  ap- 
pointments to  make  it  one  c>f  the  best-eq'ii|i|ied 
farms  in  the  township. 

Mr.  Boehl  has  not  been  unaided  in  his  labors, 
but  has  had  the  cheerful  co-operation  of  a  callable 
wife,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  the  month  of 
May,  1858.  Nine  children  have  been  born  to 
them,  namely:  Knnna,  deceased,  who  was  the  wifi; 
of  Henry  Dierchas;  Edward,  a  resident  of  Minne- 
sota; August,  Arthur,  Charles,  (!eorge,  Louis, 
I -illy  and  Mary. 

Our  subject  has  always  honored  industry  in 
word  and  deed,  and  hence  he  has  done  well  in  his 
life  work.  A  man  of  rfnnidabout  common-sense, 
wise  and  carc^fiil  in  the  management  of  his  affaiis, 
his  fellow -citizens,  appreciating  these  character- 
istics and  his  general  trustworthiness,  have  called 
him  to  the  responsible  ofiiee  of  Supervisor,  and 
he  rein-escnted  his  township  on  the  County  Board 
for  three  terms,  and  has  useil  his  iiinuenec  to 
promote  the  best  interests  of  the  p\iMic.  In 
|)olitics,  he  favors  by  voice  and  vole  the  Repub- 
lican   parly,     he   having    been    .'i   meiubei-    of   that 
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organization  sint-e  lie  cast  his  first  ballot  for  Lin- 
coln. He  and  his  wife  are  among  the  most  es- 
teemed members  of  the  T'nitorl  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  their  ever3'-da3'  lives  are  guided  by 
their  religious   princiiiles. 

WIOHT  C.  HAVEN.  Among  the  younger 
members  of  the  Joliet  bar,  none  are  more  de- 
serving of  honorable  mention  than  Dwight 
C.  Haven,  who  was  born  in  New  Lenox,  Maj'  10, 
1863.  The  Havens  trace  tlieir  history  back  to  the 
days  when  the  '-Mayflower"  was  plowing  the  waters 
of  the  mighty  deep.  In  one  of  her  later  trips  she 
brought  a  progenitor  of  the  family  to  America. 
The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Samuel  Haven, 
who  came  with  his  family  to  this  count}'  in  1835, 
from  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.  He  and  his  sons 
were  very  pronounced,  outspoken  Abolitionists,  and 
particularly  was  this  true  of  the  father. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Dwight  and 
Lizzie  (Craig)  Haven,  the  mother  being  a  native 
of  Dniilin.  L-elaiiil.  nlthough  of  Scutch  parentage. 
Of  the  live  clii'.dren  born  to  tliem  one  is  dead.  The 
living  are:  Samuel  Rusli  Haven  of  Joliet;  Edith  A., 
and  Bertha  A.,  who  are  3'et  at  home,  and  he  tif 
whom  we  write.  The  father  was  School  Commis- 
sioner for  Will  County,  from  186')  to  1868,  an<l 
the  Haven  family  w.as  one  of  prominence  among 
the  early  settlers. 

The  earl}'  life  of  our  siiliject  was  passed  in  his 
native  place,  his  boyhood  being  marked  with  no 
eventful  incident.  "Being  ambitious  for  the  acrpiire- 
mcnt  of  knowledge  he  was  sent  to  the  Illinois  I'ni- 
versit-v  at  Champaign,  from  which  institution  he 
was  graduated  in  the  class  of  '.s:l.  In  the  military 
department  of  the  Univcrsily  he  received  from  the 
(liivernorof  Illinois  thi'  commission  of  a  Captain 
(I'.ievet)  of  the  I  lliiiois  National  ( iuards,  foi-  his 
pidficiency  in  military  tactics,  lie  lias  since  taken 
a  "rcat  interest  in  the  National  (iuards  and  is  now 
Captain  and  Adjutant  of  the  iMiurth  Infanti-y  Regi- 
ment. He  served  llii-ongh  two  strikes  in  which  the 
trofii^s  were  called  out,  in  I  lie  years  1«8.">  and  1H80. 

After  his  graduation    \oung  Haven  adopted   the 


profession  of  teaching,  which  is  an  almost  universal 
stepping  stone  to  other  professional  work,  his  knowl- 
edge being  made  useful  as  an  instructor  at  his  own 
home.  He  began  reading  law  in  the  office  of  Hill 
&  DIbell  in  1884,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1886.  He  at  once  began  practice  in  connection 
with  the  Hon.  Charles  A.  Hill,  M.  C,  who  was  one 
of  his  preceptors,  the  6rm  name  being  Hill  &  Haven. 
It  was  changed  in  .lanuary,  1881,  to  that  of  Hill, 
Haven  i  Hdl,  upon  the  admission  of  Alfred  M. 
Hill,  son  of  Capt.  Hill,  as  a  partner. 

In  social  circles  Mr.  Haven  stands  high,  his  cour- 
teous manners,  intellectual  culture,  and  good  habits 
entitling  him  to  esteem.  He  is  a  Knight  Templar 
and  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Red  Men. 
In  }>olitics  he  is  a  Repulilican  and  is  President 
of  the.loliet  Lincoln  Club.  He  was  married  April 
3,  1890,  to  Miss  Marian  Robinson,  of  Minneapolis, 
Minn. 

C.  HALEY.  This  gentleman,  although  still 
a  young  man,  has  a  fine  reputation  as  a  mem 
ber  of  the  legal  profession  and  a  citizen  of 
whose  worth  no  one  is  in  doulit.  He  was 
boi-n  in  Saranac,  Clintfui  County,  N.  Y.,  IMareh  17, 
ism.  and  with  his  parents  came  to  Will  County. 
111.,  in  IS.-,  I.  He  attended  the  imblic  schools  and 
addeil  1(1  his  store  of  learning  by  a  course  of  study 
in  the  University  of  Notre  Dame,  at  South  Bend, 
Ind.  He  then  read  law  with  T.  L.  Breckcnridge, 
of  .Toilet,  and  took  a  comi)lete  law  course  in  the 
rnivcrsity,  at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1871. 

The  same  ye.ar  Mr.  Haley  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  and  immediately  began  i)ractice  soon  having  a 
large  and  lucrative  business.  He  is  a  clear  thinker, 
a  close  student  into  the  details  of  a  case,  a  logical 
pleader  and  iias  the  keen  wit  and  commanding 
pi-esence  that  go  far  to  secure  tlie  attention  of  coun- 
selors and  jnr^nu'u.  His  ability  .attracted  attention 
and  he  was  elected  City  Attorney,  ami  he  has  also 
served  on  the  Common  Council.  Such  Is  his  fif-ness 
for  office  that  no  one  questions  his  services.  It  was 
natural  that  he  should  be  selected  as  the  standard 
bearer  for  his  party  in  political    battles  and    he  has 
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been  the  nominee  for  Member  of  Congress  twice  in 
succession  in  the  Kighlh  District,  nearly  overcom- 
ing a  Republican  majoritj'  of  six  thousancl  and 
lacking  but  one  hundred  and  seventy' eight  votes 
of  election. 

It  is  but  natural  to  conclude  that  in  choosing  a 
corapanion  in  life  Mr.  Haley  would  scolc  f<ir  a  lady 
with  cnltureil  uiiml  and  manners,  and  a  character 
of  nobility.  Such  was  the  case,  and  among  the 
members  of  a  prominent  family  of  this  city  he 
found  the  woman  he  desired  as  bis  wife.  This  was 
Miss  Mary  A.  D'Arc}-,  and  they  were  united  in 
marriage  December  1,  1875.  Mrs.  Haley  is  no  less 
po|iular  than  her  husband  and  the  home  over  which 
she  presides  is  a  frequent  gatiiering  place  for  the 
cultured  and  accomplished  friends  they  possess. 


/*^  AMP15KLL  BROS.  This  firm  comprises 
{li  „,  James  and  Alexander  Campbell,  two  of  the 
^^1^/  most  enterprising  young  citizens  of  Alan- 
hattan  Township,  who  operate  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  on  section  13.  this  being  tlieir  raother'.s 
farm,  and  forty  acres  adjoining,  and  whose  spec- 
ialty is  lirci'iling  full-blooded  Clydesdale  horses. 
They  have  as  nuich  nioncy  invested  iu  imported 
equines  as  any  lirni  in  the  townshii),  and  a  lover 
of  horse  llesli  would  he  much  pleased  with  the 
fine  animals  to  be  seen  on  their  place.  They  arc 
also  doing  a  successfid  farm  business,  their  cro|)s 
being  equal  to  any  in  the  neighborhood  in  quality 
and  amount  per  acre. 

A  brief  space  devoted  to  the  more  iinnuMliale 
ancestors  of  the  Campbell  Bros,  will  not  be  aiui,-s. 
as  in  this  w.ay  an  insight  may  lie  gained  into  tlie 
cliar.acter  which  they  iiil|eril,  and  a  reason  fouml 
for  their  su.-cess.  Tlicir  iKitcrnal  graiidl'allicr.  .lohn 
Cani[ibcll,  was  a  native  of  Sc(jtland,  wherein  he 
followed  the  trade  of  a  mason  until  his  death,  also 
serving  for  a  time  in  the  English  army.  His  sou 
John  was  born  in  Blerathel,  Scotland,  learned  the 
trade  of  the  father,  and  in  1851,  while  still  un- 
married, came  to  America.  After  working  at  his 
trade  in  New  York  City  for  some  time  he  went 
South,  sojourning   during  various   periods    in    .\la- 


bama,  Mississipi)i,  Louisiana,  and  otiicr  Southern 
Stales.  He  finally  made  his  way  to  Joliet,  III., 
where  he  continued  his  former  pursuits,  among  the 
jobs  in  which  he  .assisted  beii^g  the  Warden's  house 
at  the  penitentiary.  He  also  worked  at  his  trade 
iu  Chicago,  although  making  his  home  still  in 
Joliet. 

About  l.s.V,)  this  gentleman  removed  to  the 
counlrv,  and  some  two  years  later  left  Joliet  Town- 
shii* to  take  possession  of  one  hundred  acres  of 
raw  land,  which  forms  a  i>arl  of  the  present  Camp- 
bell farm.  Immediately  after  his  purchase  he  be- 
gan making  improvements,  hiring  help  to  run  tlie 
farm  while  he  continued  to  work  at  his  trade  iu  the 
two  cities  before  mentioned.  He  proved  a  suc- 
cessf>d  manager  and  overseer,  added  to  his  Landed 
estate,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  owned  two 
hundred  acres.  He  breathed  his  last  March  l.s, 
1886,  when  sixty-four  years  old.  For  years  he  did 
ellicient  service  as  Sclujol  Director.  He  belonged 
to  the  Republican  parts',  and  to  the  l^vsbyterian 
Church. 

The  mother  of  the  Campbell  Bros,  was  born  near 
Glasgow,  Scotland,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Sandy 
Kioir,  who  came  to  America  in  l.s.'il.  Her  father 
was  a  mason,  who  like  the  genllenian  who  ln^came  his 
son  in-law,  worke<l  at  his  traile  in  New  York  City, 
and  afterward  in  .loliet  and  Cliicago,  making 
his  lioine  in  the  foinicr  place.  He  invested  in 
land. and  eventually  biMvnne  a  large  farmer.  (Se<^ 
sketch  of  James  Kiei. )  His  daughter  Grace  was 
rearel  in  Scotland,  and  was  a  young  lady  when 
she  crossed  the  Atlantic,  not  long  after  which  she 
became  the  wife  of  .John  Campbell.  Slu'  is  now 
li\  ing  in  Hamilton  County,  Iowa,  with  her  chil- 
dren. She  has  borne  eight  sons  and  daughters,  as 
follows:  Kate,  now  .M  rs.  McLaughlin,  of  Hamil- 
ton County,  biwa:  .lohn.  a  farmer  in  the  same 
county:  Charles,  who  died  iu  Will  County;  Janu'S 
and  Alexan.ler.  of  this  sketch;  Kliza.  who  lives 
with  the  two  lirotbers  just  named;  Maggie  is  de- 
c-e.ased  :  and  Archie  is  ;iltcnding  the  High  School  at 
.loliet. 

James  Campbell  opene(l  his  (y<«;  to  the  liiilit  of 
day  May  4,  186;?,  on  the  fariii  which  is  his  )iresctil 
home.  He  was  reareil  upon  it.  and  educated  in  the 
district  schools,  remaining  niidei'  the  [)arcntal    roof 
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until  llie  (K-atli  uf  liis  fatlu'i-,  in  IHSC.  He  tlien 
rented  a  farm  of  two  IuuuIrmI  and  forty  aci'Cs  in 
Manhattan  Townsliip,  from  his  nnclc,  .lames  Kier, 
and  opei'at:d  the  same  until  the  siJiing  of  l.SS'j, 
when  he  formed  a  eonnceticni  with  his  l)rother  and 
returned  to  liis  former  hon>e. 

Alexander  Camphell  was  also  liorn  on  this  farm 
August  ;?.  I  Sd').  lie  enjoyed  the  privileges  af- 
forded in  the  common  schools,  and  remained  upon 
the  farm  with  his  mother  until  September,  188S, 
receiving  wages  for  his  services  after  he  had 
reached  his  majority.  He  then  made  a  journey  to 
Scotland,  for  the  double  purpose  of  improving  his 
liealth,  and  buying  Clydesdale  horses  for  himself 
and  brother  .James.  Going  to  New  York  City  he 
embarked  on  the  C'unard  steamer  "Umbria,"  .Sep- 
tember 15,  and  six  and  a  half  days  later  landed  in 
Liverpool.  Going  to  Glasgow  he  made  that  city 
his  headquarters  while  traveling  somewhat  in  the 
land  from  which  his  ancestors  came,  visiting  the 
former  homes  of  his  [larcnts,  etc.  He  sailed  from 
Glasgow  November  10,  on  the  steamer  "Grecian," 
stopping  at  Halifax  twenty-four  hours,  and  arriv- 
ing in  I'hiladelphia  November  20,  whence  he  c.-uiie 
directly  home. 

While  abroad  Mr.  Campbell  purcliased  five  full- 
blooded  Clydesdale  horses  and  an  Iceland  pony, 
wiiich  he  brought  witli  him  to  America.  .Soon 
after  his  return  he  rented  the  home  farm  and  an 
adjoining  tra<t,  and  with  his  lirother  began  the 
0l)eration  of  the  same.  They  have  all  the  moilern 
conveniences  in  tlic  way  of  buildings,  use  the  lat- 
est imiiroNcd  farm  machinery,  ■•nid  devote  them- 
selves with  uuremilting  zeal  to  the  work  they  have 
in  hand.  Aliout  <.)ne  hnmlred  and  ninety  aci'es  arc 
planted,  pi'iucipally  with  corn  .and  oats,  ar.d  the 
balance  is  used  as  pasture  and  haying  ground. 
They  employ  four  le.ams  in  theii-  f.irm  labors,  and 
in  addition  to  their  S]iecialt3'  raise  a  good  grade  of 
cattle  and  hogs. 

The  Canipliell  I'.ros.  now  hax'c  .about  twenly-five 
lieail  of  grad<'d  jiorscs  on  their  place,  while  theii' 
full-liloodcd  ccpilnes  include  three  mares  and  two 
stallions.  Mabel  JMlen  is  a  beautiful  iiay  live  ye«rs 
old;  Betsey  is  thi-ee,  and  Florence  iwo.  These 
were  imported  liy  themselves,  as  was  Sii-  Ibirt,  a 
tliree-vear    old,    re'nslereil    as    No.    COO.        Trince 


I»ev(  nswortli,  also  an  imported  animal,  is  eight 
years  old,  and  registered  as  No.  1700.  The  Camp- 
liell  Bros,  imported  Red,  Moss  Chief,  who  is  now 
owned  by  tbcir  brotiier  in  Lowa. 

Neither  member  of  the  firm  is  married,  but  tbey 
have  an  eflicient  housekeeper  in  their  sister.  James 
is  a  meml)er  of  the  Tresbyterian  Church  at  Joliet, 
and  both  are  held  in  excellent  repute  in  that  city, 
and  wherever  they  are  known.  .Tames  is  a  Demo- 
crat, while  Alexander   is  independent   in   politics. 


Cf^^r^'IIOMAS  J.  KIRK,  whose  pleasant  home  in 
'r(^~S  in  Florence  Township,  is  a  native  of  .Janes- 
\^Ly'  ville.  Wis.  and  was  born  July  18,  IS.'ii.  His 
(larents,  James  and  Elizabeth  (Forsythe)  Kirk,  were 
born  in  the  Emer.ald  Isle  and  married  in  Ogdens- 
burgh,  N.  Y.,  whence  they  removed  to  Janesville. 
In  1860  they  changed  their  |ilaee  of  abode  to  Will 
County,  111.,  locating  on  a  farm  in  Florence  Town- 
ship, where  both  subsequently  died.  The  elder 
Kirk  wa;:  a  cooper  by  trade  and  also  a  farmer,  'i'he 
f.aniily  consisteil  of  six  children  —  Mary  J.  now 
wife  of  Josp[)h  Wlialen,  a  Dakota  farmi'r;  our  sub- 
jiK't;  Flizabeth,  still  unmarried  ;  Andrew,  James  and 
William,  farmers  in  this  c<^unly.  two  of  them  hav- 
ing homes  in  the  same  townshi|i. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  reared  in 
tbis  township  fr(jm  about  his  sixth  year,  and  Ill's 
followed  farming  since  youth.  He  owns  eighty 
acres  of  fertile  land,  which  is  carefully  and  intelli- 
gently tilled  and  bears  adequate  im[)roveiiients.  At 
present  the  attention  of  Mr.  Kirk  is  divided  be- 
tween his  agricultural  work,  threshing  .ami  w^'ll 
drilling.  He  stands  well  in  the  estimation  of  his 
fcllowmeii,  being  relialile  and  energetic  in  his  bus- 
iness affairs,  kindly  in  so<'ial  and  domestic  life,  and 
useful  as  a  (■iti/.cii  of  the  county  and  .State. 

Mr.  K'irk  has  sia\c(I  live  years  as  C'ol lector  of 
h'loreiK'c  Townsliip  and  is  now  acting  for  the  sec- 
ond term  in  the  c,a|iacity  of  .Vssessor.  His  politi- 
cal atliliation  is  with  the  Democrat  party.  The 
order  and  attractiveness  of  his  home  are  due  to  the 
housewifely  skill  and  [(leasing  qualities  of  bis  wife 
who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Fannie  Jackson.   .She 
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was  born  in  Florence  Township,  August  4,  1855, 
to  Cliarles  and  Ellen  (C'ating)  Jacksun.  and  be- 
came the  wife  of  our  subject  January  7,  1880. 
Four  charming  dangliters  have  come  to  bless  the 
union.  They  are  named  respectively:  Laura  K., 
Kthi'l  H.,  Alice  and  Klinor. 


J;A5IES  C.  WEKSK.  The  buihlini>-  interests 
I  of  .Iiiliet  Mould  lie  but  poorly  represented 
I  in  this  volume  did  not  its  pages  contain 
'  mention  of  J.  C.  Weese,  who  has  been  cn- 
iraged  as  an  architect  and  builder  for  manj'  years. 
In  this  city  he  has  designed  and  built  many  of  the 
best  residences,  among  them  being  the  dwellings 
of  H.  B.  Scutt,  M.  Calmer,  Dr.  Ray  nor,  and  others. 
lie  has  also  done  much  work  in  Morris,  Aurora, 
Yorkville,  and  other  [daces.  He  is  a  practical  car- 
penter and  architect,  whose  knowledge  has  not 
been  picked  up  but  was  acquired  under  competent 
masters  and  improved  by  practical  labor  in  both 
lines. 

The  Weese  family  is  of  (German  extraction,  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject  having  been  born  in 
the  Fatherland.  Ilis  father,  John  Marcus  AVeese 
and  Laura  Howell  were  born  in  Canada,  and  after 
their  marriage  lived  for  many  yeais.  To  them 
were  born  thirteen  children,  eleven  of  whom  are 
now  living,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  being  the 
second.  The  others  are:  William,  a  blacksmith 
and  carriage  builder  in  Plattville,  Kendall  County; 
Mrs.  Catherine  Morden  and  Mrs.  Victoria  Lazier, 
twins;  Elias  N..  whose  home  is  at  Minooka,  (!rundy 
County;  Lornin  ('.  and  Wellington,  deceased;  Mrs. 
Laura  Ilurd;  Walter;  Mrs.  Chios  Pierce;  and 
Adeline  and  John,  twins,  the  latter  of  whom  re- 
sides in  Chicago;    Adeline,  the  first,  is  deceased. 

In  County  Hastings,  Province  of  Ontario,  on 
August  30,  184-2,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
born.  His  father  being  a  farmer,  his  early  life 
was  spent  amid  rural  surroundings,  and  until  the 
age  of  fifteen  years  he  shared,  as  a  boy  could,  in 
various  agricultural  labors  in  the  intervals  of  his 
school  life.  Ho  Ihcn  served  liis  time  as  a  cai'iien- 
ler's  apprentice,  working  at  that  trade  cxclusivel}- 


for  seven  years.  He  next  devoted  himself  to  archi- 
tecture, which  be  learned  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
for  a  (leriod  of  ten  years,  and  since  that  time  has 
been  designing  aud  building.  In  1871  he  came  to 
Joliet,  which  has  been  his  home  during  most  of 
the  years  since  that  date.  He  now  occupies  an  at- 
tractive residence  at  No.  105,  Second  Avenue, 
whose  internal  arrangements  are  a  model  of  house- 
wifely skill. 

On  January  22,1 872, the  rites  of  wedlock  were  cel- 
elualed  between  our  subject  and  Miss  Kittle  Farley, 
a  resident  of  Leland,  LaSalle  County,  111.  The 
bride  is  the  daughter  of  the  Rev.  A.  and  Mary 
(Anderson)  Farley,  the  father  having  been  a  min- 
ister in  the  Fnited  Brethren  Church.  During  the 
cholera  scourge,  which  decimated  so  many  neigh- 
borhoods, in  1852,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Farley  were 
stricken  down  with  the  dre,ad  disease,  dying  within 
a  week  of  each  other.  Their  daughter  was  reared 
by  an  aunt,  and  under  her  loving  care  grew  to 
womanhood,  a  noble  and  relined  young  lady  fitted 
for  any  sphere  in  life. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weese  are  childless,  but  have  an 
adopted  daughter.  Mrs.  Weese  is  a  consistent 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr. 
Weese  is  a  true  blue  Republican,  whose  first  Presi- 
dential ballot  was  cast  for  Rutherford  B.  Hayes,  and 
who  has  followed  that  vote  with  a  steady  adherence 
to  the  party  which  he  then  chose.  A  reliable  citi- 
zen, an  intelligent  aud  ujjright  man.  he  is  regarded 
with  res|)ect  Ijy  his  fellow-citizens,  his  wife  sharing 
in  their  esteem. 


9i.A.  ARTIN  H.  DKMMOND.  To  pay  the  trib- 
ute of  honor  and  respect  to  those  pio- 
neers who  went  in  .Tilvance  of  civilization 
and  hewed  a  path  for  the  approach  of  nian, 
is  always  a  pleasant  duty.  Their  self-denial  has 
given  us  the  comforts  of  life;  their  perseverance 
laid  the  foundations  of  our  large  cities  and  thriv- 
ing towns.  Tliey  planted  the  seed,  kuowinic  tint 
they  would  not  \\\■^•  to  enjoy  the  ripened  fruit. 
They  worked  not  for  themselves,  but  for  poster- 
ity, trusting  in  faith  that  in  due  time  the  reward 
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of  their  patient  efforts  would  be  roulized.  Tbe 
gentleman  wiiose  name  introfluces  this  biographi- 
cal review  is  numbered  among  the  worth}'  pio- 
neers of  Will  County,  and  though  long  since 
passed  from  the  busy  scenes  of  life,  yet,  like  the 
good  man  "f  old,  "his  works  do  follow  him." 

A  native  <if  Massaeliiisetts,  Mr.  Demmond  was 
born  March  1,  1803.  but  earl}'  in  life  removed  to 
Oneida  C'ouniy.  N.  Y.,  then  located  in  Herki- 
mer C'onnty,  where  lie  grew  to  manhood.  He  spent 
the  years  of  his  ynutli  in  the  usual  manner,  and  liy 
study  and  oliservation  gradually  acquired  a  busi- 
ness education,  which  he  used  successfully  in  after 
life.  After  being  firmly  established  in  the  dry- 
goods  liusiness.  he  set  up  his  own  liouseh<>ld.  plac- 
ing at  its  head  an  estimable  lady  who  liore  the 
maiden  name  of  .Sophia  Murray.  Mrs.  Demmond 
was  b(.rn  July  'if.,  1801,  in  Petersburg,  N.  Y., 
whence  when  she  was  stiil  cpiite  young  her  father 
removed  to  Cayuga  and  later  to  8har(:>n.  After  a 
brief  residence  tliere.  they  went  to  Whilesboro. 
Oneiila  County,  and  there  .'-he  grew  to  woman- 
hood. After  the  death  of  her  father,  .John  Mur- 
ray, she  went  to  live  in  Frankfort,  Herkimer 
County,  N.  Y..  whore  she  met  INH-.  Demmond  and 
with  him  was  united  in  tlie  holy  bonds  of  matri- 
mony Ajiril  10,  1831.  In  that  pUice  they  began 
their  marrieil  life. 

In  Octolier.  1834.  Mr.  Demmond  closed  out  his 
business  in  Frankfort  and  having  resolved  upon 
removing  to  tlie  promising  West,  came  to  Illinois 
anil,  settling  in  .loliet.  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
Inisiness.  With  far-seeing  prudence  he  bought 
eiiclitv  acres  of  land  l}'ing  west  of  the  river,  and 
jilattcd  Dnnniond's  addition.  His  liusiness  enter- 
\)rise  soon  led  him  into  building,  and  several 
blocks  which  still  stand  were  erected  by  him.  He 
became  the  owner  of  a  number  of  fine  farms  and 
in  the  later  years  of  his  life  was  interested  in  the 
raising  of  fine  cattle.  His  busy,  useful  and  suc- 
cessful life  came  to  a  close  during  the  cholera  epi- 
demic of  18,-)4;  he  died  July  18,  of  that  dread 
disease  after  an  illness  of  but  twelve  hours.  His 
remains  were  first  interred  at  tlie  old  homestead 
Inil  were  afterward  remoycd  to  Oakwood  Cemeterj\ 
He  was  a  Democrat  until  slaver\-  became  a  party 
issue,    when  his  views   on   that  subject  leil   him   to 


join  the  Whig  party.  Mr.  Demmond  was  very 
charitable,  but  performed  his  deeds  of  kindness  in 
a  quiet  way,  not  letting  his  left  hand  know  what 
his  right  hand  did. 

After  the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs.  Demmond 
closed  out  his  business,  which  left  herjin  possession 
of  ample  means.  Her  mother  came  to  live  with  her 
and  died  at  her  home.  Her  household  now  consists 
of  her  sister,  Mrs.  Eliza  Foltz,  a  daughter  of  the 
latter,  Mrs.  Lafavour,  and  nephew,  Will  Laftivour. 
The  latter,  a  rising  young  artist,  has  made  a  trip 
through  Europe  in  pursuit  of  his  studies  and  in 
search  of  health.  They  are  numbered  among  the 
oldest  and  most  intlucntial  families  of  the  city  and 
occupies  a  spacious  residence  on  Hroadway,  sur- 
rounded by  ease  and  luxury.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dem- 
mond were  not  blessed  bj-  children,  but  a  niece, 
Miss  Catherine  Murraj',  was  a  member  of  their 
household  from  her  youth  until  her  marriage  to 
Col.  Bartleson,  who  was  killed  during  the  late 
Civil  War.  She  afterwards  became  the  wife  of 
Rush  Casselberry.  of  Chicago.  A  portrait  of  the 
late  Mr.  Demmond  is  presented  in  connection  with 
this   sketch. 


y^  EORGE   LIVERMCRE  VANCE.     One    of 

(l(  _-  the  most  elegant  business  blocks  of  Joliet 
"Vi^J  stands  as  a  monument  to  the  industry  and 
energy  of  ^Ir.  Vance,  who  erected  it  in  1888,  and 
utili/.es  all  of  it  for  the  sale  of  furniture  .ami  other 
articles  in  that  line.  He  is  one  of  the  leading  busi- 
ness men  of  the  I'ity,  occupying  a  good  position, 
socially  and  financially.  He  is  of  sl.anch  New 
England  stock,  a  Vermonter  by  birth,  first  opening 
his  eyes  to  the  light  in  Caledonia  County,  Groton 
Township,  .March  13,  1840.  His  immedi.ate  pro- 
genitors were  Aaron  and  Lucinda  (Tucker)  Vance, 
who  were  likewise  natives  of  the  Green  Mountain 
State.     They  traced  their  ancestry  to  F^ngLand. 

Aaron  \'ance,  in  addition  to  being  eng.aged  .as  a 
bo<jt  and  shoe  dealer,  also  carried  on  farming.  The 
parental  household  included  eight  children,  all  of 
whom  are  living  and  of  whom  the  subject  of  this 
notice  was  the  eldest  liorn.     David   E.    is  a   prac- 
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ticiiig  attorney  of  Winona,  Minn.;  William  A.  is 
tlie  postmaster  at  Houston,  that  State;  Albert  X. 
is  merc-liandising  in  Decorah,  Iowa;  Nicliolas  W. 
is  a  banker  in  Wolsey,  S.  I).;  Mancy  A.,  Mrs.  Dyen 
is  llie  wife  of  a  merchant  in  Houston,  Minn.;  Abby, 
Mrs.  Calvin  Vance,  is  a  resident  of  Money  Creek, 
that  State,  and  Aaron  E.  lives  in  Joliet.  Tiie  par- 
ents celebrated  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  their 
wedding  May  3.  1888,  at  their  home  in  Money 
Creek,  Minn.  The  occasion  was  one  of  general 
rejoicing-  and  at  which  were  convened  a  large 
niiinlier  of  relatives  and  friends. 

Mr.  \'ance  was  reared  to  manhciod  in  his  native 
Stale,  acquiring  a  good  education,  and  upon  ap- 
proaching manhood  eng.aged  in  teaching  district 
sciiools  four  years.  Later  he  went  to  Rutland  and 
was  occupied  in  the  boot  and  shoe  business  two 
vears.  We  next  find  him  in  the  United  States 
Treasury  department  at  Washington,  D.  C,  where 
he  held  a  clerkship  from  18G"4  to  1870.  During 
this  time  lie  devoted  his  leisure  hours  to  the  study  of 
\:\n\  nnd  was  graduated  from  the  Columbia  in  the 
bin  department,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  by 
the  supreme  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Deciding  now  upon  seeking  his  fortunes  in  the 
Wist.  Mr.  ^■ancc  emigrated  to  Minnesota  and  was 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Money  Creek 
until  .January  1,  187-'5.  During  that  year  he  came 
to  .lolict  and  established  himself  in  the  furniture 
trade,  which  he  has  i)rosecuted  successfully  and 
thereby  accumulated  a  competency.  Polilicallv, 
he  is  a  pronounced  Republican,  and  while  in  Min- 
nesota served  as  Postmaster  and  Justice  of  the 
Peace. 

While  sojourning  at  the  national  capital  ilr. 
Vance  formed  the  acquaintance  of  Miss  K.  K.  Fow- 
ler, and  the  niutual  attachment  which  followed 
resulted  in  tlieir  marriage  May  :50,  1«()8.  Of  this 
union  tlierc  were  born  two  children:  George  A., 
teller  of  the  Will  County  IJank,  and  (Jrace  Fow- 
ler, who  is  attending  the  Higli  School  at  Winona. 
Minn.  Mrs.  Vance  was  a  native  of  A'irginia,  .and 
departed  this  life  at  her  home  in  Joliet,  November 
0,  1873.  Mr.  Vance  on  the  liHh  of  July,  1877, 
contracted  a  second  marriage  with  Miss  Jennie, 
daughter  of  William  and  Keziah  Lewis.  This 
lady  was  born  Marcli    IS,    l,si.{.   in    luigland.   and 


spent  her  early  years  in  a  comparative!}'  unevent- 
ful manner  under  the  home  roof,  acquiring  a  good 
education  in  the  common  schools.  Of  her  union 
with  our  subject  there  have  l)een  born  two  chil- 
dren, one  deceased,  Beulah  A.  the  survivor.  So- 
cially. Mr.  ^'ance  is  identified  with  the  Masonic 
fraternity, being  a  Knight  Templar, is  Prelate  therein 
and  also  belongs  to  the  Rojal  Arcanum.  For  three 
years  he  was  President  of  the  Voung  Men's  Christ- 
ian Association,  and  is  now  its  Vice  President.  His 
religious  views  coincide  with  the  doctrines  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  He  is  President  of  the  Will 
County  Sunday-school  Association,  and  t.ikes  an 
active  interest  in  the  religious  training  of  the 
young.  The  various  enterprises  calculated  for  the 
good  of  the  community  receive  his  cordial  and 
uniform  support.  He  has  been  for  some  time  con- 
nected with  the  Will  County  Bank,  in  which  lie 
now  holds  the  office  of  Vice-President. 


LBERT  L.  GR.\NGKR.     There  is  proba- 
bly not  within  the  limits  of  Homer  Town- 
ship .a  more  tlioruugh  or  substantial  farmer 
(gjf/  than     Ml'.    Granger,    who    is     successfully 

operating  two  hundri'd  and  eighty  acres  of  chiiicc 
land  oil  section  32.  H<'  has  good  inipiovcrneiits, 
including  a  subst.-uii  i;d  brick  residi-nce,  whirh, 
with  'ts  appurtenances  forms  a  veiy  attra(ii\r  ;iiid 
inviting  home.  In  aildilion  to  general  agriculture 
he  makes  a  specialty  of  heavy  draft  horses  and 
highly-bred  roadsters,  and  is  conducting  this  dc- 
partment  of  his  business  in  a  manner  which  indi- 
cates his  thorough  knowledge  of  it  and  his  |iri(lt  In 
it.  As  a  member  of  the  community  he  is  held  in 
high  esteem. 

Mr.  Granger  was  born  at  his  present  home  in 
Homer  Township,  Se|)tember  20.  181;!.  and  there 
spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  atli'iiding  the  dis- 
trict school;  later,  Knox  College  atGalcsburg,  III., 
and  the  military  academies  at  Fulton,  Hi.,  and  Phil- 
adelphia, Pa.  He  was  married  at  St.  Johnslmry, 
Vt.,  July  17.  1873,  to  Miss  Georgiana.  daughter  of 
Horace  15.  Jones,  of  A'ictory,  Vt.  Mrs.  Granger 
was  born  in    St.    Johnslmry.    December    10,    18-18. 
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Her  parents  were  natives  of  Vermont,  where  they 
still  reside.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Granger  are  the  foster 
parents  of  three  children — Gertrude  R.,  Lottie  K. 
and  Albert  L. 

Mr.  Granger,  politically,  is  an  active  Republi- 
can, and  takes  a  dee|)  interest  in  public  .affairs. 
During  the  late  Civil  "War  he  enlisted  in  Feb- 
ruary. 1.S63,  in  Company  F.  Eighth  Illinois  Cav- 
alry, and  in  (>ctober  following  was  promoted  to  a 
First  Lieulenancy  in  the  Twenty-ninth  United 
States  Colored  Troops,  serving  in  that  capacity 
until  November,  1.S65.  He  went  all  through  the 
Appomattox  Campaign,  was  present  at  the  siege  of 
Petersburg,  and  also  had  the  satisfaction  of  wit- 
nessing the  surrender  of  Lee. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Maj.  Alanson 
Granger,  a  native  of  Cortland  Connty,  N.  V..  born 
in  the  town  of  Preble.  November  18,  1802.  Ho  was 
there  reared  to  manhood  and  was  married  atTrux- 
ton.  that  county.  June  8,  1826.  to  Miss  Mary 
Periy.  The  latter  was  born  in  Truxton.  Novem- 
ber 25,  180'.),  and  after  marri.age  the  ynung  people 
settled  in  Homer,  N.  Y..  where  they  remained  until 
183,^.  That  year  lie  emigrated  to  Illinois  and 
located  a  tract  cif  laud  on  section  32.  in  Homer 
Township,  this  county-,  and  had  the  honor  of  nam- 
ing the  township  after  his  native  place.  He  was 
joined  by  his  wife  the  following  year,  and  they 
continued  to  live  on  the  same  farm  the  remainder 
ot  their  lives.  Mr.  Granger  departed  hence  Octo- 
ber 7.  IHTl.  Tlie  mother  survived  her  husband 
for  nearly  fifteen  years,  her  death  taking  [ilace  July 
7.  18S0.  .Mr.  Granger  held  the  otlice  of  Township 
Supervisor  several  terms,  and  was  a  man  thorough!}' 
respected  among  his  neighbors.  The  [larental 
household  included  eight  children,  three  of  whom 
are  living,  named  res|)ectively:  Helen  M.,  wife  of 
Wesley  D.  Jones;  Alvan  P.,  of  Denver,  Colo. ;  and 
the  subject  of  this  sketch. 


EDWARD    P.  .1-    HENRY    S.     LYOX.     The 
Hedge   Lawn   Stock    Farm    is    a  noticeable 
~  feature    in    the    landscape    of    Washington 

Township,   and    is    well   known    to   stockmen  as   a 
place  where  Hereford   cattle  are   made  a  specialtj'. 


The  estate  is  located  on  section  31,  and  consists  of 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  well-improved 
land,  supplied  with  excellent  buildings,  which  in- 
clude everything  necessarv  for  the  convenience 
and  comfort  of  the  owners,  and  the  housing  of 
the  stock  and  crops  which  thev  raise.  The  subjects 
of  this  sketch  are  associated  in  partnership,  and 
the  two  have  been  carrying  on  their  affairs  jointly 
for  more  than  fifteen  years.  The  farm  which  they 
operate  was  purchased  by  their  father,  Caleb  Lyon, 
in  1853,  and  was  the  farailj'  home  until  the  death 
of  the  father  in  August,  1881. 

The  Lyons  come  of  an  old  New  Jersey  family  of 
Huguenot  stock.  In  Elizabethtown,  Caleb  Lyon 
was  born  in  WOS,  but  was  still  a  child  when  his 
father,  Caleb  Lyon,  Sr.,  removed  to  Schenectady 
County,  N.  Y.  The  latter  was  a  stage-coach  and 
carriage  maker,  and  was  a  pioneer  in  his  business. 
He  lived  to  be  more  than  four-score  years  old.  He 
had  married  Martha  Lyon,  a  distant  relative,  who 
also  died  in  the  Empire  State,  .at  the  age  of  fifty- 
eight  years.  They  l)elonged  to  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  as  did  all  of  the  old  stock. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  in  the  Em- 
pire State,  and  under  the  tuition  of  his  father 
learned  the  trade  of  a  carriage  and  stagecoach 
maker.  He  married  Miss  Jeanette  Mansfield,  and 
they  continued  to  reside  in  the  Empire  State  until 
1850,  in  the  fall  of  which  the}'  came  West  and  lo- 
cated in  the  city  of  Chicago.  There  the  father 
followed  his  trade  for  a  time,  fin.ally  putting  his 
family  on  the  Will  County  farm,  but  himself  con- 
tinuing his  employment  in  Chicago  for  some  time 
longer.  He  belonged  to  the  Presb3terian  Church, 
and  he  and  his  wife  were  charter  members  of  a 
society  in  Will  Township,  this  count}',  which  they 
assisted  in  organizing.  The}'  were  the  parents  of 
four  sons  and  one  daughter. 

Leverett  M.,  one  of  the  members  of  the  parental 
household,  gave  his  life  to  his  country,  being 
killed  by  a  rebel  gunshot  at  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga,  September  19,  18G3.  He  had  served  for 
some  time  as  a  member  of  Company  H,  One  Hun- 
dredth Illinois  Infantry,  and  held  the  rank  of 
Corporal  at  the  time  of  his  decease.  His  superior 
officers  were  Capt.  Goddard  and  Col.  Bartleson. 
He  was  twent3'-four  j'ears   old    when    his  life  was 
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cut  short  by  the  civil  contest.  Tlie  living  mem- 
bers of  the  family  are:  William  C,  Kdward  P., 
Henry  S.  and  Amelia  A.  William  married  Mar- 
garet Buck,  and  lives  in  Cuffey  Cuiinly,  Kan., 
where  he  is  engaged  in  farming;  Ilenr}'  S.  mar- 
ried Miss  Margaret  Crawford,  of  New  York,  and 
has  one  child,  Robert  C;  Amelia  remains  with 
her  mother  and  her  brother,  Edward  P. 

Mrs.  Caleb  Lyon,  who  still  survives  and  is  now 
an  active  old  lady  eiglit3'-oiie  years  of  age,  lives 
with  her  son,  Edward  P.  She  was  horn  in  Srlio- 
harie  County,  N.  Y.,  .lune  14,  IHO:),  lieing  a 
daughter  of  Leverett  and  .Sai-ah  (San ford)  Mans- 
fielil,  who  Were  natives  of  liew  Haven,  Conn.  In 
the  city  of  their  birth  Mr.  and  Mrs.  .Manslield 
grew  to  maturity  and  were  married,  going  at  once 
to  Schoharie  County.  N.  Y..  where  Mr.  Manstield 
took  up  the  occupation  of  a  merchant,  hotel-keeiier 
and  farmer  in  the  village  of  Esperanee.  In  later 
life  he  and  his  family  removed  to  Illinois,  making 
their  home  in  Princeville,  Peoria  County.  There 
he  and  his  wife  died  within  a  few  days  of  each 
other,  the  one  being  eighty-one  and  the  other  sev- 
enty-nine ^ears  of  age.  They  had  been  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  from  carl3'  life. 

Edward  P.  Lyon,  of  this  brief  sketch,  was  Ijorn 
in  the  Empire  State,  July  IS,  1842,  but  has  spent 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  on  the  farm  which  he 
now  oi)erates.  He  married  Miss  Lottie  Rose,  the 
wedding  ceremony  being  celebrated  at  ISeecher, 
October  18,  1879.  Mrs.  Lj'on  was  reared  in  this 
State,  and  w;is  graduated  from  the  institution  at 
Normal.  For  some  years  she  was  eng.aged  in 
teaching  in  the  pulilic  schools  of  Chicago.  She  was 
deeph'  interested  in  educational  and  literary  mat- 
ters and  in  all  that  w.as  elevating  and  refining.  A 
good  mother  and  a  loving  wife,  she  was  sincerely 
mourned  by  her  household  and  man}'  friends  when 
she  was  removed  bv  death,  December  29,  1885,  at 
the  age  of  thirt3-six  3'ears.  She  was  the  mother  of 
three  children — Mar}-  M.,  Edward  R.  and  Lever- 
ett S. 

Mr.  Lyon  h.as  Ijcimi  for  some  time  associateil  with 
the  Congregational  Church,  of  which  his  wife  was 
also  a  member.  He  and  all  his  brothers  vote  and 
work  for  the  cause  of  temperance.  Mr.  Lyon  is 
not  an  office-seeker,  but  is  ever  read}-  to  look  after 


the  interests  of  his  party  in  local  matters  and  is  an 
able  worker  in  the  ranks.  He  is  respected  as  he 
deserves  loriiis  general  intelligence,  his  zeal  in  the 
work  to  which  lie  iuis  devoted  himself,  and  the 
upi-ightness  of  his  character. 


XDKIS  A.  INGERSOLL.  This  name  is 
iUl\  prominent  among  those  of  tlu'  public- 
spirited  citizens  of  Homer  Township,  as 
one  who  Ikts  always  taken  an  active  part 
ill  the  promotion  of  Its  liest  interests.  .Iiulging 
from  his  iKimo  surroundings  he  is  more  than  or- 
diiKirily  intelligent,  industrious  and  cnter|)risiiig, 
ha\ing  good  buildings  on  his  farm,  and  all  the 
other  appliances  for  the  successful  prosecution  of 
agriculture.  He  has  been  a  School  Director  in  his 
district  for  the  long  |)eriod  of  twent3'-four  vears, 
and  most  of  the  time  for  twenty-five  3ears  past  has 
otticiated  as  Overseer  of  Highwa3s.  He  takes  an 
active  part  in  political  affairs,  giving  his  uniform 
support  to  the  Republican  party. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  is  a  native  of  this  coiintv,  and  was 
born  in  Plainfleld  Township,  November  20,  1,S.!9. 
In  the  spring  of  1840,  his  parents  removed  to  Ho- 
mer Township,  where  the  father  secured  a  farm  on 
section  9,  and  where  Andrus  A.  was  reared  toman's 
estate.  His  education  was  obtained  principally  in 
the  common  schools,  while  his  habit  of  reading  and 
observation  have  conspired  to  make  him  a  thor- 
oughly-informed man,  with  ijrogressive  ideas,  and 
an  acquaintance  with  most  of  the  topics  of  the  da3' 
under  general  discussion.  He  chose  farming  for 
his  vocation,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  time 
spent  in  the  army,  has  followed  this  his  entire  life. 
During  the  second  year  of  the  Civil  AVar  Mr. 
Ingersoll  enlisted  in  the  I'nion  service,  August  6, 
18G2,  in  Compan}'  G,  One  Hundredth  Illinois  In- 
fantr3-,  and  served  until  June  30,  18(J."),  being  mus- 
tered out  on  that  da3'.  He  remained  with  the 
regiment  until  November  G,  18G2,  when  he  was  de- 
tailed for  detached  service  as  an  artificer,  being 
thus  occupied  until  October  8,  18G4.  He  was  then 
transferred  b\-  General  Order  No.  108.  of  the  War 
Deiiartment,  to   the   First  United    States   A'eteran 
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Yolmitecr  Kngiiioer  Corps,  -ivitli  wliicli  lie  served 
until  reeeivinsi  liis  honorable  (lisrhai'ue.  He  was 
iniistered  oiil  at  Nashville,  Tenii.,  with  the  rank  of 
First  Sergeant.  Upon  one  occasion  while  gathering 
timl>cr  in  the  swani|)s  to  he  used  at  Ft.  Negley.  he 
was  (lisalileil  by  a  shot  from  tlie  enemy  from 
whicli.  hiiwever.  he  soon  recovered. 

I "pon  le.-iving  the  ar.iny  .Mr.  Ingersull  returned 
t(i  Mduier  Township  and  resumed  farming.  He 
h::s  one  iinndri-d  ami  <ixty-tliref  acres  of  good  land. 

n| wliii-h    In-    has    erecte<l  substantial    tiuihliiigs, 

and  gatlicred  around  himsel*'  and  his  family  all  the 
coniforts  of  life.  He  was  married  .March  is.  1866, 
in  Orland,  Cook  Co\inty.  this  .>tate.  to  Miss  Fanny 
M..  daughter  of  Ichabod  and  .Vim  E.  (Reynolds) 
Mvrick.  Mr.  My  rick  was  a  farmer  by  occupation 
anddi.,1  at  Morgan  I'ark.  Ill,  .Vngust  17.  1S72. 
'I'lic  mother  is  still  living,  making  her  home  at 
Morgan  Park. 

■  Mrs.  Ingersoll  was  the  third  in  a  family  of 
eleven  childriai  and  was  liorn  in  Orland,  111..  Sep- 
tember I'J.  1817.  Hei  childhood  and  youth  passed 
quietly  and  uneveutfuUy  under  the  home  roof 
where  she  remained  until  her  marriage.  Of  this 
union  there  have  born  four  cliildren.  viz.:  Anna 
A.,  Walter.!.,  Fk)renceand  I'ei-cy.  The  two  latter 
died  at  the  ages  of  twenty-two  months  and  four 
days  respectively.  JIi'.  Ingersoll  has  served  as 
a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  a  period  of  fourteen 
years,  and  was  Townshi|)  Clerk  one  year. 

Alonzo  A.  Ingersoll,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  a  native  of  \'crmont,  while  his  mother  liore  the 
maiden  name  of  Barliara  Weaver,  and  was  a  native 
of  Syracuse,  X  Y.  The  latter  came  with  her  par- 
ents to  this  county  in  1833.  Her  father  was  Benja- 
min Weaver,  and  the  maiden  name  of  her  mother 
was  Phebe  I'addock.  I' [ion  coming  to  Illinois 
they  settled  in  Homer  Townshii).  where  they  s[)ent 
the  remainder  of  their  days.  The  paternal  grand- 
parents of  our  subject  were  Chester  anil  Lucretia 
(Burdick)  Ingersoll,  the  former  of  wlujui  was  a 
Colonel  in  the  Sauk  War.  He  came  to  this  county 
in  1828.  Subsequently  he  was  married  in  Chicago, 
in  1834,  and  kept  tlie  first  hotel  in  that  cit^',  which 
was  familiarly  known  as  the  Green  Tree  House. 
Mr.  IngersoU's  parents  were  married  in  what  is 
now  the  town  of  Homer,  but  which  w.as  then  called 


the  ••Y.ankee  Settlement,"  October  8,  1838.  The 
father  secured  land  on  section  9,  Homer  Township, 
and  on  the  farm  wliich  he  built  up  he  and  his  es- 
timable wife  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days. 
Mr.  Ingersoll  met  his  death  by  being  struck  by 
lightning.  March  11),  1847.  The  mother  died  at 
the  old  homestead  October  ,j.  1861.  There  were 
born  to  them  three  children  only — Andrus  A., 
Anna  A.  and  Pliebe  P.  The  two  sisters  of  Mr. 
Ingersoll  are  deceased. 

^\OTLIEI!  SEGGEBRUCH.  One  of  the 
largest  farms  in  Crete  Township  is  oiTued 
by  the  gentleman  above  named,  comprising 
four  hundred  and  ten  acres,  and  occupying  a  portion 
of  sections  3U  and  31.  A  portion  of  it  is  now  op- 
erated by  the  sons  of  our  subject,  who,  after  many 
years  of  thrifty  and  laborious  life  is  content  to 
allow  his  olTspring  to  relieve  him  of  some  of  the 
burdens  which  he  has  borne.  He  is  the  <.)nl3-  repre- 
sentative in  America  of  the  parental  family  which 
comprised  eight  cliildren,  and  is  a  worthy  descend- 
ant of  German  parents  who  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age 
and  died  heartily  respected  b.y  lliose  who  knew 
them.  They  were  farmers  in  the  Kingdom  of  Lippe 
Schambourg,  where  the  eyes  of  their  son,  Gotlieb, 
opened  to  the  light  April  I'.i,  1815.  He  was  reared 
to  farm  life  and  became  a  farm  laborer  in  his  own 
land,  where  he  remained  until  some  years  after  be 
had  set  up  his  own  househoid. 

The  wife  whom  Mr.  Seggebruch  chose  in  his 
early  manhood  was  Louisa  Siegmann,  a  native  of 
Ilesse-Cassel,  who  was  reared  to  womanhood  in  her 
native  State  After  the  birth  of  live  children  the 
family',  in  tlie  fall  of  1854.  left  Bremerhaven  for 
America,  landing  in  New  York  after  a  voyage  of 
si.x  weeks.  Thence  they  journeyed  to  Detroit, 
Mich.,  (Ui  a  boat,  and  thence  to  Chicago,  two  days 
later  coming  to  W'M  County  and  purchasing  eighty 
acres  of  land.  Here  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seggebruch 
have  grown  old  upon  the  land  where  they  first  set- 
tled. The  acreage  has  been  increased  and  the 
whole  placed  in  a  fine  condition  of  im[)rovement 
and  tillage,  and  well  stocked  with  domestic  animals 
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and  adequate  machinery,  while  the  dwelling  has 
been  supplied  with  conveniences  and  the  household 
affairs  conducted  in  the  thrifty  manner  which  is 
early  taught  to  the  daughters  of  Oormany. 

The  happy  union  of  our  subject  and  his  com- 
panion has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  live  sons 
and  four  daughters.  One  son,  Henry,  died  w-hen 
seven  years  old;  Caroline  is  the  wife  of  Henry 
Oldreg,  a  farmer  in  Pottawatomie  C'ouniy.  Kan.: 
William  married  Eliza  Br\  ineier,  ami  uperates  a 
farm  in  Ashgrove  Township,  Iroquois  County; 
August  C,  who  lives  on  a  farm  in  Jlonee  Township, 
this  county-,  married  Sophie  Miller,  who  died  leav- 
ing three  children,  after  which  he  married  Anna 
Kaurtz;  Amelia  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Arkenberg, 
a  farmer  in  Crete:  John  assists  his  father  in  work- 
ing the  homesteud  and  resides  with  his  parents: 
Sopiiia  IS  the  wife  of  Cliarics  Waggoner,  who  has  .-i 
grcjcery  store  on  .South  Butierfield  Street,  Chicago; 
Louisa  is  tlie  wife  of  Fred  Jliller.  a  farmer  in  Pot- 
tawatomie Ci)Uiit\'.  Kan.;  Fred  W.  is  still  at  lR>ine 
and  assisting  in  carrying  on  the  estate.  .Mr.  Segge- 
liiueh  and  his  sons  all  bektng  to  the  liepulilican 
paiiy.  Tlie  sturdy  qualities  of  industrious,  upright 
manhocid  and  womanliood  l)elong  to  our  subject 
and  his  good  wife,  and  they  are  not  only  honoied 
by  their  progen\'  but  ies|iected  by  neighbors  ami 
acquaintances. 


j?_^  ENRY  LANGREDER.  This  gentleman 
l|  )f)  i'''*"'^*  among  the  enterprising  fanners  of 
'i^f^  Washington  Township,  owning  a  pleasant 
^•^j  and  well-improved  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty' acres  on  section  ;51.  It  has  been  thirty 
je.irs  since  he  olitained  a  tract  of  unbroken  prairie 
from  the  r.ailroad  company,  and  during  this  interim 
he  has  made  of  it  a  fruitful  e.xpanse  where  fields  of 
waving  grain  take  the  ])lace  of  the  wild  grasses 
whicli  formerly  covered  it.  The  buildings  arc  well 
constructed  and  suHicieutly  numerous  and  commo- 
dious to  answer  the  purpose  for  which  they  were 
designed,  and  everything  about  the  estate  bears  the 
appearance  of  order  which  those  acquainted  with 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Langreder  would  expect. 


The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Detrick  and 
Grace  (Avers)  Langreder,  i)Oth  of  whom  were  born 
in  Hanover,  Germanj%  and  the  latter  of  whom  died 
there.  In  October,  1848,  the  father,  accompanied 
by  his  three  children,  set  out  for  the  United  States, 
leaving  Bremen  on  a  sailing  vessel  which  made  a 
lauding  at  New  Orleans,  La.,  after  a  tedious  voyage 
of  nine  weeks  and  five  days.  The  father  and  son 
workeil  about  four  months  in  the  Southern  metrop- 
olis to  earn  money  with  which  to  continue  their 
journey,  and  finally  the  family  reached  Chicago,  III. 
Two  days  after  their  arrival  the  father  died,  when 
somewhat  past  his  three-score  years  of  age.  lie  and 
his  wife  belonged  to  the  Luthei'an  Churcli  and  man- 
ifested in  their  daily  walk  and  conversation  the 
virtues  which  belong  to  the  Chiisliun  religion. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch 
w.as  born  in  Hanover,  Germany,  July  24,  1828,  and 
is  the  3-oungest  member  of  the  parental  family.  He 
was  eleven  years  (jM  when  he  lost  his  mother  and 
about  twenty  when  he  b.ide  good-by  t(j  his  native 
laud.  His  eilucalion  was  iJilained  in  the  Father- 
land under  the  excellent  school  laws  which  provide 
all  German  children  with  a  fair  share  of  school 
privileges.  Besides  himself,  the  only  survivor  of 
the  parental  household  is  a  sister  who  is  married 
and  living  in  Minnesota. 

After  the  death  of  his  father  the  young  man 
went  to  California,  where  he  s|)ent  some  years  in 
the  mining  regions  with  the  varying  success  which 
usually  attends  such  cxijeriences.  On  returning  to 
the  States  he  resided  in  Cook  Count}',  111.,  three 
years  and  then,  in  18G0,  became  a  resident  of  Will 
Count\-.  He  was  first  married  in  Cook  County  to 
Miss  Louisa  Riesperkart,  who  was  born  in  German}- 
and  came  to  the  United  .Scales  when  eighteen  years 
old.  She  died  at  her  home  iii  Will  County  when 
yet  in  middle  life  leaving  a  large  family  to  whom 
she  had  been  a  devoted  mother.  All  her  offspring 
are  yet  living  and  all  are  now  married  but  two 
sons:  William;  Henry,  married  and  lives  in  Beecher; 
Fred,  married  and  lives  in  Beecher;  Edward. 
Adolph,  Louisa  and  Emma. 

Mr.  Langreder  contracted  a  second  matrimonial 
alliance,  celebrating  his  marriage  \(\  Mrs.  Louisa 
Swarica  in  Washington  Township.  This  worthy 
lady  was  born  in  Hanover,  German}',  and  came  to 
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America  alone,  following  her  parents  to  this  coun- 

trv.  She  is  the  mother  of  six  ehildren  by  her 
pit  sent  union  and  two  by  a  former  marriage,  viz.: 
Bertie,  Mary,  Lillie,  Anna,  Carrie  and  Detricli. 


\f,  OHN  C.  BROADIE,  a  son  of  one  of  tlie 
early  pioneers  of  New  Lenox  Township,  wai 
liorn  at  the  liomestead  whieh  he  now  owns 
j  and  occupies,  September  12,  1868.  He  is 
a  young  man  of  fine  talents  and  stands  well  in  the 
community,  being  possessed  of  tin  traits  of  char- 
acter which  seldom  fail  to  enable  a  man  to  become 
prosperous  in  business  and  possessed  of  the  esteem 
and  c(.)nfidence  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

Tlie  father  of  our  subject  was  the  well-known 
Uol)ert  J.  Broadie,  a  native  of  Franldin  County, 
Oliio,  and  born  near  Columbus,  February  o,  1829. 
Tlie  mother  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Ann  Cooper, 
and  she  was  born  in  Brown  County',  Ohio, 
February  28,  1832.  The  latter  was  brought  by 
her  parents  to  New  Lenox  Township  when  a  child 
three  years  of  age.  After  their  marriage  Mr.  and 
INIrs.  Broadie  settled  on  section  28,  New'  Lenox 
Township,  where  the  father  prosecuted  farming 
successfully,  and  died  December  21,  1873.  Tlie 
mother  survived  her  husband  for  nearly  twelve 
years,  also  dying  at  the  old  homestead,  June  7, 
188.J.  Tiieir  family  consisted  of  five  children,  the 
eldest  of  whom,  a  daughter,  Lydia  J.,  died  young; 
Anna  L.  also  died  in  earlj-  childhood;  Esther  Ann 
became  tlie  wife  of  Dr.  G.  E.  Brinl<erhoff,  and 
died  in  New  Lenox  Townsliip,  November  II, 
11H85;  Jolin  C,  the  subject  of  this  notice  was  the 
next  in  order  I  if  biitli;  Sarah  A,  became  the  sec- 
ond wife  of  Dr.  lirinkerhoff.  and  they  are  living 
in  Oakland,  Cal. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  has  spent  his  entire 
life  at  the  homestead  which  he  now  owns  and  oc- 
euiiies.  and  which  embraces  three  hundred  and 
tifty  acres  of  as  line  farming  land  as  is  to  be  found 
in  Will  County.  Upon  it  is  a  set  of  neat  and  sub- 
stantial frame  buildings,  with  quantities  of  fruit 
and  shade  trees,  while  the  fields  are  enclosed  and 
divided  with  good  fencing,  and  in  fact  Mr.  Broadie 


has  all  the  facilities  for  carrying  on  agriculture 
after  the  most  ap|)roved  methods.  He  brought  a 
bride  to  the  old  roof-tree  in  1889,  being  married 
Se|)teraber  18,  that  year,  lo  Miss  Mary,  daughter 
of  Addison  and  Pamelia  (Lynk)  Collins. 

Mrs.  Broadie  was  the  fifth  child  of  her  parents, 
and  was  born  in  Homer  Township,  this  county, 
September  18,  1869.  Her  father,  Addison  Collins, 
was  born  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  the  mother  was 
born  in  the  same  State,  near  the  city  of  Sj'racuse. 
Thej'  were  reared  and  married  in  this  State,  whence 
they  came  to  Illinois  at  an  early  day,  each  with 
their  parents,  and  have  since  been  residents  of 
New  Lenox  Township.  Their  family  consisted  of 
seven  children,  three  sons  and  four  daughters,  five 
of  whom  are  living. 

Mr.  Broadie  was  reared  by  his  excellent  mother 
in  the  doctrines  of  the  Blethodist  Ejiiseopal 
Church,  of  which  he  is  novv  a  faithful  and  consist- 
ent member,  and  gives  to  his  church,  a  liberal  sup- 
port. He  is  a  young  man  of  excellent  education, 
having  completed  his  studies  in  Br^-ant  &  Strat- 
ton's  Business  College,  at  Chicago,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  March  1,  1888.  Ho  and  his  j'oung 
wife  have  begun  the  journey  of  life  togetlier  un- 
der the  most  favorable  auspices  and  with  the  kind- 
est wishes  of  hosts  of  friends.  A  handsome  litho- 
graphic view  of  Mr.  Broadie's  residence  is  shown 
on  another  page  of  this  work. 


ing,   paying  much   attention   to   breeding 
horses,  stands  among  the  most  clear  sighted. 


"S^  REN TICE  G.  STORRS,    who    is    actively 

d))i  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock-rais- 

i  i 

practic*!  and  business-like  men  of  his  calling  in 
Will  County.  His  farm  in  Troy,  lying  along  the 
DuPage  River,  wliieli'flowstlirough  the  eastern  part 
of  it,  thus  affording  a  never-failing  supply  of 
water  for  his  stock,  shows  every  evidence  of  careful 
cultivation  and  constant  improvement. 

A  native  of  New  York,  our  subject  was  born 
near  Plattsburg,  Clinton  County,  November  22, 
1834.  He  remained  a  resident  of  the  place  of  his 
birth  till  1860,  when  he  started   out  anew  in  life. 
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PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


315 


coming  to  tliis  State  lu  eari-y  on  his  calling'  on  this 
fcrtilo  sdjl.  lie  lived  for  several  yeais  on  a  farm 
in  {irumly  Countj-,  and  tlien  boiii;lit  a  farm  in 
Manhattan,  on  which  he  I'csided  nntil  his  wife's 
death,  when  he  returned  to  the  East  for  a  wliile. 
He  subsequently  sold  his  place  in  Manhattan  and 
purchased  his  present  farm  in  1882.  IKie  he  has 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  valuable  hind,  all 
under  good  cultivation,  and  finely  situated  five 
miles  west  of  Joliet.  He  is  managing  his  affairs 
with  excellent  success,  doing  a  general  farming 
business  and  paying  considerable  attention  to  breed- 
ing horses,  of  which  lie  has  about  thirty  of  good 
grade  on  his  place. 

Mr.  Storrs  has  been  twice  married.  He  was  first 
wedded  to  Mrs.  Caroline  Ingram,  daughter  of  Wash- 
burn Storrs.  and  widow  of  Mr.  Ingram,  of  I'latts- 
burg.  Their  married  life  was  not  of  very  long 
duration,  her  death  occuiTing  in  1857.  She  left 
two  children,  Franklin  and  Harriet.  The  former 
resides  at  home  with  his  father,  and  the  latter  is  the 
wife  of  Henr^'  AVillis,  a  milkman  of  Chicago.  The 
maiden  name  of  the  present  wife  of  our  subject  was 
Clara  Comstock,  to  whom  he  was  united  in  I'latts- 
burg,  N.  Y.,  she  being  a  daughter  of  Ezekiel  Com- 
stock, of  Beekmantown.  near  I'lattsburg.  Two 
children  have  been  born  of  this  union,  Haymond, 
and  a  child  who  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Storrs  is  a  fair  dealing,  straightforward  man. 
possessing  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  about 
him,  and  his  energy,  persistence  and  shrevvdness 
have  placed  him  in  the  possession  of  a  comfortable 
property.  In  his  politics  he  sides  with  the  Repub- 
lican party.  Airs.  Storrs  is  a  devoted  member  of 
the  .Methodist  Episcoiial  Church. 

/^\  IIARLES  S.  SEAVEli,  successor  t<j  the  firm 
fl(  _  of  Monroe  A  Seaver,  wholesale  dealers  in 
^^^  flour,  fruits,  produce,  cigars  and  tobacco, 
occupies  a  prominent  business  place  on  La  Fayette 
Street,  where  he  has  been  established  since  October 
4,  1884.  At  that  date  the  firm  was  organized  being 
a  continuation  of  the  business  of  G.  Jlonroe  <fe  Son. 
wholesale    grocers.       Mr.    Seaver    then    purchased 


with  GeC)rge  H.  Monroe,  an  interest  in  the  business 
with  which  he  remained  connected  until  September, 
1888,  and  then  became  sole  iiroprietor.  The  build- 
ing is  a  fine  brick  and  stone  structure,  comprising 
an  otlice  and  warerooms,  a  large  store  and  basement. 
It  is  located  opposite  the  Rock  Island  depot,  which 
was  built  in  1887,  and  they  do  a  business  approach- 
ing *500,000  ftnnuall3'.  In  addition  to  his  city 
einiiloyes,  three  salesmen  represent  his  interests  on 
the  road.  Mr.  Seaver  is  an  enterprising,  go-ahead 
man  and  forms  no  iiiiiiiiportanl  factor  among  the 
business  interests  of  .loliet. 

A  native  of  Orleans  County,  \'t.,  the  subject  of 
this  notice  was  born  August  17,  18.02,  and  is  the 
sou  of  Samuel  Stillman  Seaver,  likewise  a  native  of 
the  (ireen  Mountain  State.  The  latter  grew  to 
manhood  in  his  iiali\e  county  and  was  married  to 
Miss  Martha  Wright.  He  was  born  in  1808,  fol- 
lowed farming  and  merchandising,  and  spent  his 
entire  life  ujion  his  native  soil,  dying  in  September, 
1870,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years.  The  circum- 
stances of  his  death  were  very  distressing  he  having 
been  run  over  bv  a  train  of  cars,  death  ensuing  in 
a  short  time.  He  was  one  of  the  oldest  members 
of  the  Masonic  fraternit}-  in  the  State  and  under 
their  solemn  ceremonials  his  remains  were  consigne<l 
to  their  last  rest.  The  mother  being  ill  at  the  time, 
survived  the  shock  only  four  weeks.  In  addition 
to  fanning,  Mr.  Seaver  dealt  quite  extensivel}'  in 
live  stock,  mostl}'  ctittle  and  horses. 

To  the 'parents  of  our  subject  there  was  born  a 
family  of  five  children,  viz.:  Clarendon  S.,  and 
Charles  S.,  residents  of  Joliet;  Henry  Q.,  in  Geneva, 
Neb.;  William  W., Walnut  Grove,  Minn.;  antl  Mat- 
tie  E.,  in  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Charles  S.,our  subject,  acquired  a  good  practical 
education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  count3-  and 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  until  coming  to 
Joliet  in  1881.  In  this  citj-  he  first  purchased  the 
retail  grocery  business  of  (i.  Monroe  tt  Son,  which 
was  located  in  the  Opera  House  Building  and  con- 
ducting this  until  purchasing  that  which  he  now 
owns. 

Mr.  .Seaver  was  married  in  September,  1872,  to 
Miss  Ella  A.  Parker,  of  Orleans  County,  ^'t..  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  one  child,  a  daughter, 
Maude  E.     i\Irs.  Seaver   was   born   November  27, 
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1851,  in  Vermont,  and  is  the  daughter  of  John  C. 
Parker,  an  old  resident  of  Vermont.  Clarendon  S. 
came  to  Joliet  in  1884,  and  has  made  this  city  his 
headquarters  since  that  time. 


■M-i-W-i 


f  UGUSTUS  C.  VAN  HORNE.  Tlie  me- 
ciianical  and  commercial  interests  of  Joliet 
(I  would  be  poorly  represented  in  this  vol- 
ume, were  no  mention  made  of  the  railroad 
business  and  the  men  who  have  it  in  their  control. 
Aside  from  this  reason  for  publisliing  the  biog- 
raphy of  the  gentleman  above-named,  it  is  a  pleas- 
ure to  record  the  success  of  the  worthy  son  of  a 
learned  and  honored  father. 

The  late  Cornelius  C.  Van  Iloine  was  a  pioneer 
of  Will  County,  to  which  he  came  in  1833,  and  in 
whicli  his  name  is  perpetuated  by  Van  Home's 
Point.  He  jiained  an  extended  reputation  as  a 
teacher, l)eing  probably  the  first  in  the  county  ;  he  was 
an  early  Postmaster  and  when,  in  1852,  he  moved 
into  Joliet  lie  was  at  once  chosen  Mayor,  being  the 
first  to  occupy  that  position.  He  was  a  man  of 
fine  mental  attainments,  a  lawyer  and  counselor  of 
ability,  and  his  character  won  him  the  regard  of 
his  associates.  In  18-10  he  married  Miss  Mary  M. 
Richards,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  three 
sons  and  two  daughters.  One  of  these,  William  C, 
is  now  President  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railroad, 
with  headciuarters  at  Montreal,  Canada. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  in  this 
county,  in  September,  1844,  his  birthplace  being 
the  town  of  Frankfort.  He  attended  the  public 
schools,  and  being  an  apt  pu|)il,  advanced  rapidly 
in  his  studies  and  soon  acquired  a  good  education. 
In  the  year  1861  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Blichigan  Central  Railroad,  remaining  in  that  ser- 
vice until  September  7,  1 804, when  he  became  an  em- 
(iloye  of  the  Chicago  &  Alton  road.  Two  years 
later  he  clianged  to  the  Kansas  City  and  Northern, 
after  which  for  a  brief  time  he  worked  for  the  Chi- 
cago, Milwaukee  <fe  St.  Paul.  Again  he  entered  the 
service  of  the  Chicago  &  Alton  road,  and  has 
labored  for  it  continuously  since.     From  1871   to 


1882  he  was  an  engineer,  but  at  that  date  he  was 
put  in  charge  of  the  roundhouse,  and  has  efHciently 
superintended  it  since. 

An  important  step  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Van  Home 
was  taken  in  1875,  when  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Emma  A.  Hull,  of  New  Lenox, 
the  daughter  of  an  old  family  in  Plainfield.  She 
is  a  lad\'  possessing  many  estimable  qualities  and 
a  consistent  member  of  the  Ricliards  Street  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  She  presides  ably  over 
the  elegant  home  that  was  erected  by  Mr.  Van 
Home  in  1885.  Mr.  Van  Home  belongs  to  the 
Blue  Lodge,  Chapter  and  Commandery  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  He  stands  well  in  the  opinion 
of  bis  fellow-men,  both  employers,  employed  and 
general  acquaintances. 


f 


II.  P.  WARTHEN.  A  favorably  located 
and  well-tilled  farm  of  two  hundred  and 
thirty- eight  acres  in  Lockport  Township,  is 
owned  and  occupied  by  this  gentleman,  who  finds 
enjoyment  in  his  chosen  calling  and  the  pleasant 
surroundings  of  his  home.  Every  detail  of  the 
farm  work  is  under  efficient  oversight,  and  tilling 
the  soil  has  proved  a  remunerative  vocation. 

In  Licking  County,  Ohio,  in  the  year  1828,  a 
child  was  born,  whose  simple  record  is  contained 
in  these  brief  paragraphs.  His  early  years  were 
spent  in  attendance  at  the  common  schools,  and  in 
such  home  duties  as  generally  fall  to  the  lot  of 
growing  lads  in  town.  He  is  of  Revolutionary 
parentage,  being  a  son  of  Alvin  Warthen,  a  native 
of  Virginia,  who  died  in  1830.  The  widowed 
mother  survived  until  1888,  reaching  the  advanced 
age  of  ninetj'-two  years.  She  was  a  hotel  keeper 
for  sixtj'-seven  years. 

Our  subject  came  to  Illinois  in  1853  and  [lur- 
chased  a  farm  near  Plainfield,  which  he  afterward 
sold,  buying  his  present  estate  November  6.  In 
1851  he  became  the  husband  of  Miss  Charlotte 
Kendall,  who,  like  himself,  is  a  native  of  the  Buck- 
eye State,  and  who  possesses  many  of  the  qualities 
belonging  to  honored  womanhood.  To  the  happy 
couple    have   been   bom   eleven   children,   nine   of 
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wliimi  ;uf  li\  iiii;-  and  six  yet  luiiioi-  tlii'  iiarvntal 
n.of.  .Mr.  Waiiheii  is  a  IH-iiKinal  of  the  »U\ 
schodi.  Ho  is  a  reliable  eitizeu  and  an  upriuht 
man.  espeeially  eharital)le,  and  the  doer  of  man}- 
kindly  deeds  known  oidy  to  their  olijeet. 


~o^e~(cK/y<^^-°*o.. 


1  »ILLIAM   STEDT.     The  sterling  traits  that 

\,-,'/  make  the  better  class  of  the  Germans  de- 
W^  sirable  citizens  are  exhibited  in  the  life 
and  laliors  of  this  gentleman.  He  is  enijaiied  in 
<;eneral  farniini;-  and  stork-raisini;'  on  seedon  2I\. 
Wasliini;ton  Township,  where  he  owns  eighty  acres 
of  fertile  lanil.  The  estate  i~^  well-improved  an<l 
bears  jidod  bnildings,  all  erected  by  the  owner  and 
inclndiiiii  every  needfnl  and  convenient  strnctnre. 
Snccess  is  crowning  his  efforts  and  a  competence 
waits  njion  his  labors. 

In  the  (irand  Dncliy  of  JMecklenbnrg,  (lernKiiiy, 
the  eyes  of  our  subject  lirst  opencil  to  the  light 
in  the  year  ls40.  His  parents.  .b_)Seph  and  Keirca 
(Sass)  Stedt,  had  been  liorn  in  the  same  ducliy, 
.tnd  therein  grew  Id  maturity  and  united  their 
fortunes.  The  husband  and  fatlun-  was  a  sheep- 
herder.  In  1856  the  parents,  with  live  cliildren, 
sailed  fiom  Ilamliuig,  liclieving  that  in  the  New 
World  they  could  find  larger  op[)0rtunilies  than  in 
their  native  land,  for  themselves  and  offspring. 
After  an  ocean  voyage  of  six  weeks  they  arrived 
in  New  York,  whence  they  came  direct  to  Illinois, 
settling  in  I)u  I'age  County.  They  began  their 
life  in  the  new  home  on  rented  land,  determined 
to  succeeil  in  their  intention  to  become  land- 
owners and  people  of  comfortable  finances.  The 
father  died  in  that  county  when  sixty -six  years  of 
age;  the  widowed  mother  is  yet  living,  her  pres- 
ent home  being  near  West  I'uion,  Iowa.  She  is 
now  seventy -seven  years  old.  She  has  been  all  her 
life  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  as  was  her 
respected  husband.  She  is  the  mother  of  tiiree  sons 
and  three  daugliters,  all  but  one  of  whom,  a  daugh- 
ter, lived  to  come  to  America. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  rdjout  sixteen 
years  old  when  the  family  caine  to  the  Lnited 
Stales.      His    education    was    therefore    obtained 


principally  in  the  land  of  his  birth.  lie  became  (jf 
age  in  Du  Page  County,  and  was  there  married  to 
IMiss  Anna  li.  Bold,  to  whose  housewifely  skill  and 
domestic  virtues  he  owes  the  joys  and  comforts  of 
his  home.  Three  years  after  tlieir  marriage  the 
young  couple  came  to  Will  Count}-  and  began 
their  life  here  on  an  almost  raw  prairie,  which 
now  stands  as  a  monument  to  the  enterprise  that 
has  made  it  into  a  line  farm. 

Mrs.  Stedt  was  born  in  Mecklenburg,  (iermany, 
November  IS,  1,S4:t.  and  came  to  America  with  her 
parents  when  thirteen  years  old.  The  family  first 
settled  in  Du  Page  County,  afterward  removing  to 
Will  County,  where  the  father,  II.  Bold,  died  in 
1.SS5,  when  scvcnty-six  yeai'S  old.  lie  was  a  nicni- 
lier  of  th(!  Lutheran  Church,  to  which  his  good 
wife  also  belonged.  Shcsurvi\cd  until  the  sfjriug 
of  188i),  breathing  her  last  when  eighty-two  years 
old.      Her  maiden  name  was   .Maiy    Biuling. 

The  union  of  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Stedt  has  been 
blessed  1)}'  the  birth  of  live  children,  named  re- 
spectively: William.  Ileniy,  Charles.  Herman  an<l 
Mary.  The  parents  are  mendicrs  of  the  Lutheian 
Church.  Mr.  Stedt  is  a  thorough  Re|)nblican. 
Their  ujiright  and  industrious  lives,  their  kindli- 
ness toward  tlieir  neighbors  and  all  in  need,  and 
their  desire  to  aid  in  the  true  development  of  the 
country,  gain  iov  liiem  the  hearty  respect  of  all  to 
whom  they  are  ktuiwii. 


OllN  THKILKR.  A  stroll  through  the  princi- 
I  pal  business  streets  of  Joliet  will  reveal  the 
fact  that  that  city  contains  man}'  men  whose 
I  enterprise  and  al)ility  is  manifest  at  a  glancei 
and  who,  one  is  not  surprised  to  learn,  have  a  high 
standing  in  business  circles.  One  of  the  establish- 
ments which  gives  such  indications  is  that  of 
John  Theiler  &.  Son,  dealers  in  groceries,  provisions, 
Hour  and  feed,  liquors,  wines,  etc.,  and  occupying 
Nos.  108,  IKJ  and  112  South  Bluff  Street.  The 
senior  member  of  the  firm  is  also  the  owner  of 
Theiler's  Hall,  which  occupies  the  upper  floor  of 
the  building  in  which  his  business  is  carried  on. 
Tlie    birth    of    the  sid)j'.'ct  of   this    sketch   t(.)oU 
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place  in  Switzerland,  December  8,  1829.  He  ac- 
companied his  parents  to  tlie  United  States  in 
1847,  their  first  home  huiiig  in  Chicago,  whence 
they  came  to  Joliet  in  1850.  (Jur  subject  first  em- 
barked in  life  as  a  farmer,  luit  in  1858  came 
into  the  citj-  to  begin  the  business  in  whicli  he  is 
yet  engaged.  He  opened  upon  a  small  scale,  en- 
larging the  establishment  as  trade  increased,  and 
in  1873  building  the  edifice  he  now  occupies, 
afterward  adding  to  both  hall  and  store.  He  is 
agent  for  the  celebrated  bottled  beer  of  the  Au- 
heuser  Busch  Brewing  Association,  at  8t.  Louis. 

In  Miss  Elizabeth  Fender,  of  Joliet,  Mr.  Theiler 
found  the  qualities  which  he  considered  desirable 
in  a  companion,  and  after  a  successful  wooing  she 
became  his  wife  May  9.  1853.  She  presides  judici- 
ously and  pleasingl)'  over  tlie  home,  and  has  care- 
fully reared  the  children  whom  she  has  borne.  Five 
sons  and  daughters  comprise  the  household  band. 
The  first-born,  Mary,  is  now  the  wife  of  John 
Sclu'it,  of  this  city;  John  is  tlie  junior  member  of 
the  linn;  the  other  members  of  the  circle  are 
Lizzie,  Louisa  and  Joseph. 

Mr.  Theiler  in  former  3'ears  served  two  terms 
as  Alderman,  and  is  highly  spoken  of  in  the  Fifth 
Ward.  He  and  his  family'  belong  to  St.  John's 
t'atliolic  Church.  His  honesty  and  square  dealing 
in  all  transactions  with  his  fellow-men,  his  kindli- 
ness in  domestic  life,  and  his  social  characteristics, 
gain  for  him  the  respect  of  his  acquaintances  and 
an  excellent  reputation  in  business  circles. 


OYAL  E.  BARBER.  Among  the  veteran 
lawyer.s  of  Joliet  Mr.  Barber  stands  a  promi- 
''^\  nent  figure,  and  has  made  for  himself  a  fine 
^i^  record  during  an  uninterrupted  practice  of 
nearly  forty-five  years.  He  possesses  in  a  marked 
degree  the  talents  and  application  requisite  to  suc- 
cess, and  numbers  among  his  clientage  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  solid  residents  of  this  county.  During 
his  long  career  in  the  profession  he  has  disposed  of 
a  large  number  of  intricate  cases,  and  there  are  few 
points  in  common  law  which  he  is  not  able  to  han- 
dle in   an   adroit   and   skillful   manner.     He  is  of 


stanch  New  England  ancestry,  a  native  Vermonter, 
and  was  born  in  Benson,  that  State,  August  3, 
1822. 

John  and  Emma  (Perry)  Barber,  the  immediate 
progenitors  of  the  subject  of  tliis  notice,  were  na- 
tives of  Connecticut,  and  descended  from  Puritan 
stock,  their  ancestors  being  among  the  early  Col- 
onists. The  mother  was  a  cousin  of  Commodore 
Perry,  who  distinguished  himself  in  the  battle  of 
Lake  Erie.  John  Barber  was  a  life-long  farmer, 
and  the  parental  household  included  seven  children, 
who  reached  mature  j'ears,  and  three  who  died  in 
infancy  or  early  childhood. 

Ro3'al,  our  subject,  was  the  second  horn.  In 
1831,  when  he  was  a,  lad  of  nine  years,  a  party  of 
John  Barber's  neighbors  came  to  the  West  on  a 
prospecting  tour,  and  sent  back  such  glowing  ac- 
counts of  this  section  of  country  that  IMr.  Barber 
was  led  to  join  them  the  following  3'ear.  In  the 
autumn  of  that  year  the  part^-  chartered  a  canal 
boat  at  Whitehall,  N.  Y..  and  a  week  later  reached 
Buffalo,  where  they  took  p.assage  on  the  steamer 
'•Henry  Clay"  fcir  Detroit.  There  the}-  boarded 
the  schooner  "Austerlitz,"  which  in  one  week 
reached  Chicago  or  near  there,  anchoring,  however, 
outside  of  the  bar  about  three  miles  from  shore. 
The  partly  and  the  schooner's  cargo  were  thence  all 
transported  to  the  shore  in  the  yawl  boats.  The 
steamer  which  conve3'ed  Gen.  Scott's  troops  to 
Chicago,  in  1832,  is  sa.'d  to  have  been  the  first 
craft  of  its  kind  which  had  struck  that  port. 

Landing  near  Ft.  Dearborn  the  party  encount- 
ered various  thrilling  incidents.  When  attempting 
to  cro.ss  the  sand  bar  the  yawl  grounded,  and  the 
sailors  jumping  out  got  it  off  quickly  and  then 
jumped  in  again  in  readiness  for  the  next  wave. 
The  "Austerlitz"  was  bound  for  St.  Joseph.  La- 
ter the  yawl  boat  was  stranded  upon  the  bar  at  the 
mouth  of  that  stream,  overturned  and  the  Captain 
and  most  of  his  crew  were  drowned. 

At  the  time  John  Barber  landed  in  Chicago,  the 
onl3'  buildings  were  a  few  log  houses  and  Ft. 
Dearborn  was  enclosed  with  a  log  stockade.  There 
was  one  frame  building  which  had  been  erected 
that  summer  by  J.  II.  Kinzie,  with  lumber  which 
he  had  hauled  from  a  sawmill  at  Plainfield.  this 
couiit3-.     The  original  plat  of  the  village  of  Chi- 
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cago,  lying  between  what  is  now  State  and  Canal 
Streets.  Madison  and  Kinzie,  was  laid  out  that  .•<inn- 
mer.  The  agent  besought  John  Barber  to  buy  a 
town  lot,  and  took  him  out  to  what  he  said  was 
Lake  Street,  and  showed  him  a  lot  eighty  feet 
front,  and  two  hundred  feel  deep,  which  he  offered 
for  i-'>0.  Mr.  Barber  stepped  on  to  a  bog,  shook 
himself,  and  the  earth  trembled  all  around  him. 
He  therefore  replied  that  he  w.as  "not  going  to  sink 
any  4=50  in  that  mud  hole." 

John  Barber  now  hired  a  team  of  horses  and  a 
double  wagon,  and  gathering  together  his  famil}' 
and  some  goods,  forded  the  soutli  branch  of  the 
Chicago  River,  and  struck  off  across  the  prairie  for 
Jsaperville,  where  some  of  his  acquaintances  had 
settled.  He  made  liis  selection  of  a  farm  at  what 
later  was  named  Barber's  Corners,  this  county, 
and  in  P'ebruary,  1833,  moved  his  family  into  a  log- 
house,  where  the  children  were  reared,  and  where 
he  ai>(l  iiis  wife  both  died.  Mrs  Barl)er  departed 
this  life  yjay  1,  1874.  Mr.  Barber  i)assed  away  in 
the  winter  of  1877.  Soon  after  coming  to  this 
county  lie  contracted  rheumatism,  which  rendered 
him  an  invalid  many  years.  This  was  the  result  of 
exposure  during  the  cold  winters,  when  engaged  in 
getting  out  rails  for  his  fences. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  rcmaincil  on  the  farm 
until  lie  found  that  the  labor  of  harvesting,  which 
was  then  all  done  by  hand,  made  him  ill  every 
year.  So.  deciding  to  abandon  farm  life,  in  184.0, 
he  came  to  Joliet,  and  I)ecame  the  Deputy  Clerk  of 
several  courts,  discharging  the  duties  of  these  in 
connection  with  the  study  of  law,  until  his  election 
in  18,')-_',  as  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  and  ex-olli- 
cio  Recorder.  At  the  completion  of  his  term  he 
compiled  the  first  set  of  abstracts  of  records,  and 
then  entered  upon  the  regidar  practice  of  law, 
which  he  has  since  pursued.  With  the  assistance 
of  clerks  he  managed  the  al)Stract  department  until 
selling  out  to  his  son,  January  1,  1880.  In  1876- 
77  he  was  Mayor  of  Joliet,  iind  as  School  Insiiector 
he  performed  much  labor  in  behalf  of  education, 
holding  this  olHce  nine  years.  In  1887-88  he 
erected  the  Barber  Building,  one  of  the  most  ele- 
gant structures  in  the  city  of  Joliet. 

Mr.  Barber  was  first  married.  April  24,  1840.  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Ellen  Crowley.     This  lady  died  of 


cholera  in  18,")(l.  Mr.  Barber  contracted  a  second 
marriage,  November  7,  1854,  with  Miss  Frances 
Cornelia  House.  Of  this  union  there  were  born 
five  children,  one  of  whom  died  at  the  age  of  three 
years.  There  are  now  living  two  sons  and  two 
daughters.  The  eldest  daughter.  Miss  Alice  Still - 
man  Barber,  is  engaged  in  a  mission  seminary  at 
Beirut,  Syria,  whither  she  went  in  the  fall  of  1885. 
Before  she  had  acquired  command  of  the  Arabic 
tongue  she  was  left  in  charge  of  the  inst-itution  for 
two  years.  Edward  M..  the  eldest  son,  is  now  in  the 
State  of  New  York;  William  C.  is  engaged  in  the 
abstract  business  in  Joliet;  the  younger  ilaughter, 
Emma  F.,  is  the  only  child  remaining  under  the  pa- 
rental roof. 


<if)ACOB  J.  HARTONG  is  carrying  on  agri- 
I  culture  very  advantageously  in  RIainfield 
Township,  where  he  owns  a  farm,  which  for 
>^f'  fertility  and  productiveness  is  classed  among 
the  Ijest  in  this  locality.  His  skill  and  experience 
in  practical  farming  have  proved  of  inestimable 
value  to  him  since  coming  to  this  county,  and  he  has 
done  exceptionally  wi^ll  since  purchasing  his  pres- 
ent farm,  and  is  one  of  our  substantial  moneyed 
men. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Green  Township,  Stark 
County,  Ohio,  August  25,  1830,  his  father  being 
an  early  pioneer  of  that  section  of  the  country. 
Jacob  Hartong  was  a  native  of  I'ennsylvania,  his 
father,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  also  having  been 
boi'ii  ill  that  State,  of  Oerman  parentage.  He  was 
a  farmer  and  spent  his  entire  life  there.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  left  an  orphan  when 
quite  young,  and  was  reared  by  his  elder  brother, 
Philip.  He  w.as  bred  to  farming  pursuits,  and  also 
learned  the  tr.ade  of  a  weaver.  He  was  married  iu 
the  Keystone  State  to  Elizabeth  Drich,  a  native  of 
that  State.  After  the  birth  of  five  of  their  children 
they  removed  to  the  wilds  of  Ohio  to  build  up  a 
new  home  in  that  part  of  Stark  County,  now  in- 
cluded in  Summit  Countj-.  Mr.  Hartong  bought  a 
tract  of  land  in  the  primeval  forests  of  that  region, 
and  built  a  log  cabin  which  afterward  became  the 
birthplace    of   our   subject.     There  were  but  few 
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settlements  in  that  [lait  of  tho  State,  Indians  still 
lingered  around  their  old  haunts,  and  tlie  wolf  and 
the  deer,  besides  other  kinds  of  wild  game,  often 
ran  by  the  door  of  tlieir  pioneer  home.  They  lived 
in  llie  most  primitive  manner,  the  mother  cooking 
their  food  before  the  tire  in  the  rude  fireplace,  and 
iiKikinLT  the  elotii  for  tlieir  clothes,  spinning  the 
tlax  and  wool  willi  her  own  hands.  In  the  years 
that  followed  hard  labor  was  Mr.  Hartong's  lot, 
but  lie  Ihereliy  improved  a  desirable  farm, 
whicli  he  made  his  home  until  he  closed  his  eyes 
ill  death.  His  wife  too  passed  away  to  the  life 
lieycind  from  tlie  old  homestead.  They  reared  a 
larii-e  family  of  children,  seven  sons  and  live  daugh- 
ters, to  good  and  useful  lives. 

The  subject  of  whom  we  write  was  tlie  eighth 
rhild  in  order  of  birth,  and  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  his  native  town.  He  resided  with  liis  par- 
ents until  his  Ivventy-tirst  year,  and  then  married 
and  established  a  home  of  iiis  own,  and  for  four 
years  managed  his  father's  property.  During  that 
time  he  bought  .a  farm  in  .lat'kson  'i'ownship.  Stark 
County,  and  operated  it  for  two  yeai's,  when  he 
sohl  it  and  tlieii  liveil  on  his  fatlii  r's  farm  until 
1801.  He  tlieii  left  Ohio,  to  take  up  his  abode  in 
tliis  State  as  he  was  much  inipiessed  with  the  many 
iidvautages  offered  to  young  men  of  enterjirise  and 
•ibility.to  pursue  farming  with  linaneial  success  in 
llie  rich  farming  country  of  AVilK'ouuty.  After 
coming  here  he  bongiit  a  farm  on  section  1.5, 
Plainlield  Ttjwiiship,  where  he  resided  uulii  ISG.S. 
Selliii"'  that  )  Uice.  his  next  purchase  was  in  Man- 
hattan Township,  where  he  dwelt  the  succeeding 
tliirtecn  years.  Disposing  of  that  place  at  a  good 
prolit,  lie  bought  the  farm  he  now  owns  .and  occu- 
pies, which  comprises  one  liundred  and  fort_y-four 
iicres  of  land  under  excellent  tillage,  and  supplied 
with  a  substantial  set  of  buildings  and  all  needed 
improvements.  In  IH'.m  lie  bought  a  desirable 
residence  in  the  village,  to  which  he  intends  to 
remove  in  the  spring  of  l.S'.H. 

In  1S.'>(),  .lacob  Hart(.ing  and  Mary  Heard  were 
united  in  matrimony.  She  was  a  native  of  Summit 
County.  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  p:iiza- 
betli  I'.caid,  natives  of  N'iiginia,  and  early  settlers 
of  Summit  County.  After  a  pleasant  wedded  life 
of  ten  years,   death   deprivt'd  liiiii  of  her  compan- 


ionship, and  their  four  children — Mary  E.,  Martha 
A.  and  two  since  deceased — of  a  good  mother.  Mr. 
Hartong  was  married  to  his  present  estimable  wife 
in  1861,  and  by  their  marriage  they  have  four 
children  now  living — William  H.,Klias  G.,  Charles 
V.  and  Martin  F.  Mrs.  Hartong's  maiden  name 
was  INLagdalina  CJardner,  and  she  was  born  in  Wit- 
ten  burg,  Germany,  daughter  of  Martin  and  Hen- 
rietta Dewe}'  Ciardner,  also  natives  of  Germany. 
Mrs.  Hartong  came  to  America  with  her  parents 
when  she  was  live  years  old.  They  located  in 
Cleveland,  and  later  came  to  Illinois,  in  April, 
18C2,  and  settled  in  Lockport  Township,  where 
Mr.  Gardner  bought  a  farm.  They  resided  there 
some  years,  and  then  removed  to  Joliet,  where  the 
father  died,  the  mother  dying  in  Lockport  Town- 
ship. 

Mr.  Hartong's  life  has  been  guided  by  [irinciples 
of  honor  and  integrit3',  and  he  is  a  man  of  un- 
spotted character.  He  is  well  dowered  with  firm- 
ness and  stability,  which  attributes,  together  with 
forethought  and  persistent  labor,  have  lieen  in- 
strumental in  bringing  about  his  present  prosper- 
ous circumstances.  He  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Evangelical  Assocation.  They  are  not  of 
those  who  "hide  their  light  under  a  buslicl,"  and 
in  the  sellish  striving  for  gain  forget  their  duty  to 
otiiers.  I>ut  they  are  ever  kind  anil  lliouglitfnl  in 
their  relations  with  all  abiait  them.  :ind  no  one  is 
readier  to  extend  sympathy  or  hel|i  to  those  in 
distress  than  they.  Mr.  Hartong  interests  himself 
ill  the  political  situation  of  the  day,  and  siih'S  with 
llie  IJeiiiililic.au  party. 

«  lilLLIAM  A.  STRONG.  One  would  not 
\\A//  "^'^  '"  ■'"'''''  l"",ii-  without  becoming  ac- 
VW  (piaiiited  with  the  part  tliat  has  been  pl.ayed 
by  ^Ir.  Strong  in  the  progress  of  this  thriving 
municipality.  As  an  able  member  of  a  |)rominent 
luisiness  firm,  as  the  improver  of  city  real  estate,  as 
a  menilier  of  corporations  and  as  a  public  oHicial  he 
has  deserved  and  won  the  esteem  of  his  fellow-men 
for  his  uprightiKss.  .ability  and  success.  No  greater 
[iroof  could  he  given  iif  the  contidtncs  reposed   in 
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him  than  is  shown  in  the  number  of  estates  that 
have  been  left  in  his  liands  for  settlement.  Among 
these  were  the  Bissell,  the  Moore,  the  Curry  and 
the  Steel,  while  others  are  still  held  in  trust  by 
him. 

The  parents  of  our  suliject  were  .1.  C.  Strony,  a 
native  of  Northampton,  ALass.,  and  A.  C.  Wood- 
worth,  a  native  of  New  York  State.  In  tiie  latter 
State  he  was  born  in  1828,  his  birthplace  being  the 
town  of  Waterloo.  He  attended  the  public  schools, 
obtaining  a  good  education,  and  learned  in  his 
uncle,  W.  A.  Strong's  store,  the  habits  and  methods 
of  successful  business  men.  In  the  hardware  trade, 
to  which  he  had  grown  up,  he  was  engaged  in  his 
native  pl.ace  from  1845  to  1850,  when  lus  uncle 
.sold  out  and  came  to  Illinois.  He  became  a  part- 
ner with  his  uncle,  W.  A.  Strong,  in  Joliet,  the 
firm  name  being  W.  A.  Strong  &  Co.  until  1855, 
when  a  new  co-partnership  was  formed  with  Messrs. 
Brooks  and  Barrett,  and  the  style  became  Strong 
<fe  Co.  The  business  was  continued  under  different 
firm  names,  but  always  .as  u  prosperous  institution 
until  18(;o. 

Mr.  Strong,  of  this  notice,  then  retired  to  become 
Presiilent  of  the  Joliet  Gas  Conipiuiy,  in  which 
position  he  still  continues,  and  through  his  good 
judgment  the  success  of  the  corporation  was  as- 
sured. 

Mr.  Strong  had  faitli  in  the  growth  of  the  cit^' 
to  which  he  had  come,  and  purchased  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  acres  of  land,  which  he  laid  out  as 
a  subdivision.  It  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  parts 
of  the  city,  and  a  residence  in  Glenwood  is  con- 
sidered very  desirable.  The  executive  and  busi- 
ness qualities  of  Mr.  Strong  were  called  into  retpii- 
sition  by  his  fellow-citizens,  who  elected  him  to 
the  Mayoralty  and  to  the  City  Council,  in  both  of 
rt'hich  positions  he  made  a  good  record.  He  is 
now  a  Director  in  the  National  Bank,  and  he  was 
for  a  few  j-ears  eng.aged  in  the  quarry  business. 

In  1855,  at  the  bride's  home  in  Rochester,  N.  Y., 
Mr.  Strong  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Char- 
lotte A.,  daughter  of  Judge  Buell,  oneof  the  build- 
ers of  the  Erie  Canjil.  Mrs.  Strong  is  universally 
praised  by  those  who  knew  her.  She  was  strong 
in  her  convictions  and  steadfast  in  her  purposes, 
yet  possessed  rare  modesty  and  sweetness  of  dispo- 


sition, was  charitable  without  displaj',  and  withal, 
a  devoted  Christian.  This  peerless  woman  died  in 
Thomasville,  Ga.,  March  20,  188:).  She  had  borne 
her  husband  four  children. 

One  daughter,  Mrs.  Budlong,  died  in  January, 
1885,  leaving  a  child,  Alice,  whoso  home  is  with 
( irandpa  Strong.  Two  sons  are  in  l)usiiiess  and 
one  daughter  at  home.  Tlu^  Episcopal  Church 
contains  a  splendid  memorial  to  the  deceased  daugh- 
ter. To  that  church  Mr.  Strong  belongs,  and  of  it 
his  wife  was  a  meml)er.  In  n  handsome  and  S|)a- 
cious  dwelling  overlooking  the  cit}'.  he  of  whom  we 
write  is  spending  his  time  in  deserved  ease,  atilu- 
ence  and  honor. 


OHN  M.  SWKiGART.  A  large  portion  of 
the  business  interests  of  Joliet  is  in  the 
hands  of  its  ^onng  and  enterprising  men, 
among  whom  Mr.  Swiggart  occupies  a  posi- 
tion ill  the  f II lilt  rank,  lie  commenced  compara- 
tively without  means,  dependent  upon  his  own 
resources,  and  about  1884  embarked  in  the  grocerj' 
trade,  locating  at  the  northeastern  corner  of  Easton 
Avenue  and  Cass  Street.  He  has  been  in  business 
at  this  point  about  six  years  and  occupies  a  tine 
large  double  store  in  the  I'nion  Block,  with  two 
street  fronts,  and  in  which  he  h.as  a  fine  and  well- 
selected  stock  of  staple  and  fancy  goods.  He  owns 
a  one-third  interest  in  this  block.  He  gives  his 
close  attention  to  his  business  and  has  a  fair  out- 
look for  the  future. 

A  native  of  Scottsvillc,  Mo.,  our  subject  was 
born  January  22,  1850,  and  is  the  son  of  John  J. 
and  Mary  (Fulk)  Swiggart,  who  were  natives  of 
Iowa  and  are  now  deceased.  He  spent  his  boyhood 
and  youth  in  Hambui'g,  Iowa,  acquiring  a  practical 
education  in  the  common  schools.  He  came  to 
Joliet  in  1875,  and  for  eight  years  thereafter  was 
in  the  employ  of  the  Joliet  Steel  Company.  In  the 
meantime  he  was  recognized  as  a  valued  addition 
to  the  community,  and  after  tilling  various  other 
positions  of  trust  and  resiionsibility  was,  in  1884, 
elected  Town  and  City  Collector  on  the  Kepiib- 
lican  ticket. 
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At  the  close  of  his  term  of  ottice  lAIr.  Swiygart 
established  himself  in  the  gioceiy  trade  on  the 
southwest  corner  of  Cass  JStieet  and  Easton  Ave- 
nue, and  by  a  course  of  fair  dealing  and  courteous 
treatment  of  his  customers,  his  business  increased 
to  such  an  extent  that  he  was  obliged  to  move  into 
more  commodious  quarters.  Then,  in  partnership 
with  George  Monroe  and  William  McDermont,  he 
purchased  the  ground  occupied  by  the  Union  lilock, 
upon  which  thoy  built,  and  of  which  they  still  re- 
tain ownership.  lie  now  has  the  largest  grocery 
iu  the  city,  building  it  u\>  from  first  principles  by 
his  own  exertions.  lie  is  a  favorite  both  in  social 
and  business  circles,  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fra 
ternity,  having  attained  to  the  Chapter  degree,  be- 
longs to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 
and  the  Royal  Arcanum.  In  the  latter  he  occu- 
pies the  position  of  Treasurer. 

Mr.  Swiggart  was  for  a  time  A'icc  President  of 
the  Amalgamated  Association  of  Iron  and  Steel 
Workers  of  the  Fourth  District,  and  President  of 
the  Trade  and  Labor  Council,  but  thought  best  to 
resign  these  positions  upon  going  Into  business. 
Mr.  Swiggart.  on  the  2:>d  of  September,  187.5,  was 
wedded  to  Miss  Isaphinc  Crouch,  who  at  that 
time  was  a  resident  of  Thurnmn,  Iowa.  Mrs.  Swig- 
gart was  born  .lannar^y  21.  \x'i\,  and  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Hiram  Crouch  ami  wife,  who  are  now 
dcceaseil.  The  young  couiile  iinmedintely  after 
their  wediling  came  to  .loliel,  of  whicli  they  have 
since  been  residents. 

John  .1.  Siviggart.  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Oliio.  wlicre  lie  was  reared  to  man's  estate 
and  married.  Thcni-e  he  removed  to  Missouri,  and 
from  there  to  lown.  locating  in  Hamburg,  where 
he  and  his  cstiniable  wife  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  days. 


/>^K()R(;F  NAPOLKOX  POMEIiOY.  A  stroll 
(II  (^—  through  the  prominent  sti'eets  of  .loliet 
'•'^^  reveals  the  fact  tliat  it  contains  many  busi- 
ness houses  of  line  appeai'anee,  well  stocked  with 
the  best  goods  and  evidently  tlie  centers  of  a  nour- 
ishing trade.     Such  is    tlie    furnituie   sturi'    of    the 


firm  of  Rocky  &  Pomeroy,  which  was  established 
in  1887,  and  which  is  now  doing  a  business  of 
19,000  per  year.  The  careei-  of  the  junior  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  has  been  marked  with  a  determina- 
tion and  persistence  that  could  scarcely  fail  to  win 
success.  While  working  for  others  he  was  faithful 
to  the  interests  of  his  emploj-ers,  and  in  serving 
others  he  learned  how  to  be  a  master.  His  busi- 
ness is  conducted  according  to  houor.able  princi- 
()les  of  square  dealing,  which,  combined  with  the 
courteous  treatment  received  by  the  patrons  of  the 
establishment,  redounds  to  his  credit  throughout 
the  comnuinit}',  and  brings  custom. 

The  natal  day  of  our  subject  was  November  5, 
1855,  and  his  birthplace  Baj^  City,  Mich.  His 
parents  were  William  and  Charlotte  (Sherman) 
Pomeroy,  and  the  father  was  a  millwright  by  trade. 
He  was  originally  from  the  Green  Mountain  State. 
In  the  family  were  seven  children,  all  still  living 
but  William,  who  was  drowned  in  the  Saginaw 
River.  The  others  are:  Mrs.  Dr.  Nash;  C.  H.,  of 
Bay  C'ity,  Mich;  Mrs.  .John  .Tcnkins.  of  Detroit; 
David  and  Daniel,  (twins),  the  one  living  in  De- 
troit and  the  other  farming  in  Shiawassee  County, 
Mich.;  and  the  subject  of  tliis  sl;elch. 

Tlie  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  passed  his 
lioyliood  upon  a  farm  near  Howell.  Mich.,  his 
father  being  at  that  time  the  kee|)er  of  a  tavern  at 
what  was  known  as  the  Three  Corners.  Pomeroy's 
Hotel  l)eeame  a  popular  and  well-known  pl.ace  of 
rendezvous  for  those  engaged  in  the  lumber  trade. 
The  family  removed  from  the  farm  to  Ann  Arbor, 
where  our  subject  attended  school  four  or  five 
years.  When  the  father  ilied,  February  22.  1874, 
the  family  became  scattered  and  (ieorgc  went  to 
Lansing,  doing  whatever  offered  in  the  way  of 
work.  Siitisequently.  after  spending  a  short  time 
in  (Jrand  Rapids,  he  worked  on  a  farm  for  a 
time.  tli"n  realizing  the  highest  .ambition  of  his 
bovliood  liv  entering  a  shop  as  a  clerk. 

After  eleven  months  of  this  work  Mr.  Pomeroy 
became  foreman  of  a  bakery  anil  confectionery 
shop  ill  liny  City,  which  he  left  to  take  a  position 
ill  a  cracker  factory  that  had  been  purchased  by 
his  brother  C.  II..  and  C.  ('.Whitney.  With  them 
he  reniaineil  ihree  ye.ars.  attending  to  tlie  shipping. 
Inlying,  and    similar    details   of    the    business.      In 
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1884  he  was  oalled  to  Joliet  by  a  telegram  announc- 
ing the  expected  death  of  his  mother.  His  first 
labor  in  this  city  was  in  a  conservatory,  his  em- 
ployer bein,;^  A.  R.  Sparr.  He  next  entered  the 
oniplo}-  of  George  IMonroe  <i'  Son,  first  working  on 
a  I)uilding  the}'  were  erecting,  and  then  becoming 
assistant  shipping  clerk  for  tlie  firm.  He  next 
learned  the  ui)h()lstering  trade  of  K.  V.  Klni\  re. 
for  whom  he  worked  nearly  a  year,  leaving  iiim  to 
estaljlisii  a  business  of  his  own  in  Kank.akee.  There 
he  remained  l>ut  eighteen  months  ere  returning  to 
.billet  to  continue  the  u|)hoIstcring  business  here. 

In  Miss  Jennie  Rocky,  Mr.  Pomeroy  found 
united  the  qualities  of  mind  and  heart,  the  pleasing 
ujanners,  and  useful  accomplishments  which  won 
his  deep  regard  and  aroused  in  his  breast  the  desire 
to  make  her  his  wife.  His  wooing  proved  success- 
ful, and  on  .September  2(),  1885,  the  yoimg  couple 
ivere  united  in  marriage.  Mr.  Pomeroy  is  a  mem- 
b.'r  of  the  society  know  as  the  Modern  Woodmen 
of  America.  He  is  identified  with  the  Methodist 
K[)isco|)al  Church,  having  full  fellowship  in  that 
religious  organization. 


LV.  .lAME.S  J.  McGOVEUX.  D.  i).  The 
record  of  the  life  of  this  gentleman,  whose 
A  y  portrait  appears  on  the  opposite  page,  affords 
a  striking  Illustration  of  the  results  of  force 
and  decision  of  purpose  in  a  man,  as  well  as  of  the 
power  which  an  energetic  and  honorable  character 
exercises  upon  the  lives  of  others.  From  boyhood 
he  Las  unceasingly  applied  himself  to  the  gaining 
of  knowledge  and,  as  a  consequence,  is  highl}'  cul- 
tured and  wu'lds  a  large  influence  both  from  the 
pul|)it  and  with  tlie  pen.  Although  he  has  been  a 
resident  of  I-ockport  only  about  ten  years,  he  is 
nevertheless  inseparably  associated  witii  the  most 
important  religious  enterprises  of  Will  C'nunly  in 
the  ranks  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

Chicago  was  the  native  place  of  Father  McGovern 
and  there  he  was  born  March  25,  18.'39.  He  spent 
his  boj-hood  in  his  native  city,  being  among  the 
first  pupils  attendlTig  the  Dearborn  jiublic  school, 
on  Madison  Street,  and  aftenvard  stiidyius  classics 


'  in  the  University  of  St.  Mary  of  the  Lake.  When 
J  fourteen  years  of  age  he  was  sent  to  Rome,  Italy, 
where  he  entered  the  Proiiaganda  College,  remain- 
ing there  ten  years,  graduating  with  high  honors 
and  earning  the  title  of  Doctor  of  Divinity.  On 
his  I'eturn  to  Chicago  he  was  appointed  Vice-Presi- 
dent (if  tlie  rnivcrslty  of  St,.  Mary  of  the  Lake, 
and  Keclor  of  the  Tiieologlcal  Scmiuary  connected 
with  that  institution.  Wiien  the  university  ceased 
to  exist  he  went  to  Fulton,  111.,  where  he  began  the 
earcer  (jf  upbuilding  for  which  he  has  since  become 
noted.  His  efforts  secured  the  erection  of  a  beauti- 
ful church  and  residence,  but  the  energetic  priest 
did  not  louLj  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  lalior  in  tliat 
city. 

The  nest  location  of  Father  McGovern  was 
Bloomington.  111.,  where  the  large  church  building 
which  had  been  in  course  of  construction  was  de- 
molished by  n  cyclone  April  24,  LSG><.  He  took 
hohl  <.>f  aft'airs  with  the  characteristic  energy  which 
:  hail  led  to  his  being  sent  to  this  fielil  of  labor,  and 
not  only  rebuilt  the  cuurch  edifice,  but  als<i  erected 
a  residence  and  started  a  boys'  parochial  school 
which  has  sim-o  become  an  educational  power  In 
that  city.  \Vhen  the  new  .See  of  Peoria  was  formed 
he  returned  to  his  native  diocese  afld  took  charge 
of  the  church  In  Rock  Island.  111.,  filling  the  place 
of  tlie  Rev.  Joseph  P.  Roles,  who  went  on  a  trip 
to  the  Holy  Land.  While  occupying  the  tempor- 
ary vacancy  he  was  instrumental  in  the  erection  of 
churches  at  Edgingtou  and  Pre-emption,  Mercer 
County. 

In  1875,  Father  Mc(!ovcrn  was  sent  to  Lake 
Forest,  Lake  County,  where  he  built  a  church  and 
parsonage  and  reorganized  the  parish,  so  that  on 
his  departure  to  another  Held  of  labor  he  had  one 
of  the  most  flourishuig  churches  in  the  tHocese. 
Lockport  became  his  home  in  1880,  and  here  he 
has  again  founded  a  school  which  is  rapidly  gaining 
in  numerii'al  strength  and  reputation.  He  has  the 
second  largest  church  in  Will  County,  a  fine  parish 
residence  that  he  bought  for  the  church,  a  devoted 
people,  and  his  infiuence  is  unbounded. 

Rev.  Dr.  McGovern  is  a  man  of  deep  theological 
knowledge,  classical  information  and  literary  taste, 
and  li.a.s  pleasant  ways  which  gain  good  will  and 
pre|)ossess   strangers   in    his   favor.     As  an  author 
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he  lias  gained  wide  repute,  the  chief  work  which  he 
has  written  beinjj;  the  life  of  Bishop  McMullen,  of 
Davenport.  Iowa,  which  ranks  high  among  bio- 
graphical writings,  lie  has  always  been  a  liberal 
contributor  to  the  public  and  Catholic  press,  and 
manj-  to  whom  his  voice  is  nnfamilinr  know  him 
well  through  his  writings. 


•^*^' 


\i=^'RANKLIN  p.  FREY.  Among  the  younger 
ll=i4g'  business  men  of  Joliet,  honorable  mention 
/ll,  shouhl  be  given  to   the    above-named   gen- 

tleman, who  has  been  identified  with  the  coal  busi- 
ness for  a  number  of  years  and  who  has  been 
prospered  in  his  worldly  affairs  by  reason  of  his 
square  dealing,  excellent  judgment,  and  wise  man- 
.agement.  He  does  a  business  of  from  88,000  to 
$10,000  a  year. 

The  Frey  family  is  traced  back  to  Switzerland 
whence  the  grandfather  of  our  subject  came  to 
America  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years.  He  was  a 
tanner  by  trade.  To  him,  at  his  home  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, was  born  a  son,  J.  H.,  who  after  becoming 
a  man  turned  his  attention  to  mercantile  pursuits. 
J.  H.  Frej'  married  Margaret  Hartong,  who  was 
also  a  native  of  the  Keystone  State,  and  in  an  early 
d.ay  they  took  up  their  abode  in  Ohio.  In  1856, 
thej'  came  to  Illinois,  locating  in  Plainfield,  this 
county,  whence  they  removed  to  Joliet  in  1858. 
Mr.  Frey  had  kept  the  toll  gate  on  tlie  old  plank 
road,  prior  to  his  removal  to  this  cit}'.  To  this 
couple  nine  ciiildren  were  born,  their  record  being 
as  follows:  Mrs.  Fiannah  Peddicord  lives  in  West- 
ern Kansas;  Daniel  R.,  in  Dakota;  Samuel  M.  died 
in  Iowa  in  June.  1876;  Onriasdied  atCam[)  Doug- 
las, 111.,  in  18G3,  bi'iiig  a  member  of  the  Sixty- 
fourth  Illinois  Infantry-;  Byron  S.  lives  at  Lock- 
port;  Adam  died  in  infancy;  F.  P.  is  the  next  in 
order  of  birth;  Mrs.  Ilattie  M.  Mapps,  lives  in 
York,  Neb.;  Anna  still  remains  at  home. 

The  gentleman  with  whose  name  we  introduce 
this  sketch  was  born  in  Manchester,  Ohio,  Septem- 
ber 29,  1852,  but  passed  his  boj'hood  in  Joliet, 
having  been  brought  thither  at    the    age  of  four 


years.  In  the  common  schools  he  received  a  good 
education  and  from  his  worthy  parents  the  moral 
teaching  and  habits  of  industry  which  have  been 
practiced  in  his  business  and  social  career.  He 
started  out  in  the  coal  tr.ade  by  entering  the  em- 
ploy of  J.  Q.  A.  King,  for  whom  he  worked  by  the 
month  until  1874,  when  he  opened  an  office  for 
himself.  Since  that  date  he  has  continued  a 
scarcely  interrupted  business. 

The  first  Presidential  ballot  of  "Sir.  F'rey  was 
cast  for  V.  S.Grant,  and  his  political  allegiance  has 
ever  been  given  to  the  Republican  party.  He  was 
nominated  for  Assistant  Supervisor  in  1890, 
against  his  (irotest,  .as  he  had  no  desire  to  enter 
public  life.  His  talents  are  made  available  in  so- 
cial and  religious  matters,  and  he  is  Financial  Sec- 
retary of  the  Patriotic  Order  of  Sons  of  America, 
and  Treasurer  of  Erwin  Council,  No.  1 10,  of  the  Na- 
tional Union.  He  is  also  Secretary  of  the  I'resby- 
terian  Sunday-school,  a  position  he  has  held  eight 
years,  and  is  numbered  among  the  active  members 
of  the  church. 

The  lady  whom  Mr.  Frey  wooed  and  won  for  his 
wife,  was  in  her  girlliood  Miss  Minnie  M.  Hicks. 
She  is  a  daughter  of  S.  J.  Hicks  who  now  resides 
in  Oshkosh,  Wis.,  and  is  an  estimable  lady  with 
cultured  mind,  useful  knowledge  and  pleasing  man- 
ners. The  rites  of  wedlock  were  celebrated  July  31, 
1881,  and  four  bright  children  have  come  to  bless 
the  union.  They  are  named  respectfully — Chester 
C,  Edna  M.,  Lulu  M.  and  Ella  Rue. 

lillOMAS  W.  BROWN.  As  a  sagacious, 
practical,  industrious  farmer,  the  subject  of 
^  this  biographical  review  has  played  an  im- 
portant part  in  the  development  of  the  rich  agri- 
cultural interests  of  Plainfield  Township,  and  his 
well-ordered  farm,  with  its  neat  buildings  and  well- 
tilled  fields,  compare  favorably  with  the  finest  in 
this  part  of  the  county.  Mr.  Brown,  though 
looking  after  his  agricultural  affairs  himself,  does 
not  occupy  his  farm  but  makes  his  home  in  the 
village,  where  a  few  3'ears  ago  he  purchased  a  fine 
residence,  which  is  built  in  a   modern   and    pretty 
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stj'lo  of  architecture,  and  is  v.oll  and  tastefully 
furnished. 

Our  sulijcct  was  liorn  in  Fifesliirc,  .Scdtland. 
Aiirii  11,  183',t.  His  fallRT,.li)hn  Brown,  is  thought 
to  have  been  a  native  of  Dunifrieshire,  his  fa- 
tiier  of  the  same  name,  being  also  a  native  of  Scot- 
land, and  of  Scotch  ancestry.  He  was  a  weaver  and 
followed  tliat  trade  tlic  greater  part  of  his  life. 
'I'lie  fatlier  of  our  subject  was  reared  to  agricultu- 
ral |iursnils.  but  for  a  number  of  years  after  mar- 
ri;ige.  operated  a  stationary  engine  in  a  spinning- 
factory.  He  continued  to  reside  in  tlie  land  of  his 
liiitb  until  18."i;J.  wlicn  with  liis  wife  and  tliirteen 
children  he  embarked  for  America  in  the  month  of 
August.  Landing  at  New  Yoriv  he  came  directly 
to  t'liicago  and  after  a  short  stay  there,  came  to 
Will  County,  and  settled  in  Wheatland  Townshi[), 
where  he  purchased  a  tract  of  land  a  few  acres  of 
which  were  broken  and  .'■ome  small  buildings  were 
on  the  place.  He  was  actively  engaged  in  tlie 
management  of  that  farm  until  his  life  was  brought 
to  a  close  in  1885,  and  thus  [jassed  away  one  of  the 
worthy  pioneers  of  the  county.  The  maiden  name 
of  ihf  mother  of  our  subject  was  Lumsdale.  She 
never  came  to  America  but  died  in  iier  native 
Seotland,  in  1849.  The  father  married  a  second 
time.  His  wife  survives  him  and  still  resides  on 
the  homestead  in  Wheatland  Township,  ^[r.  Brown 
was  the  father  of  eight  children  113-  his  first  mar- 
riage and  five  by  the  latter. 

Tiic  son,  of  whom  we  write,  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  his  native  shire.  He  was 
fourteen  years  old  when  he  accompanied  his  pa- 
rcn'-s  to  America,  and  he  commenced  life  here  as  a 
farm  lal)orer,  working  I)y  the  month.  After  a  few 
years  he  returned  home  to  assist  his  fatlier  in  the 
management  of  his  farm  and  remained  with  him 
until  his  marriage,  when  he  rented  land  in  Kendall 
County.  So  well  was  he  prospered  that  in  1S70.  he 
was  enabled  to  become  a  land-owner  himself,  pur- 
chasing in  that  year  sixty-two  acres  of  land  in 
Plainfield  Township  and  a  few  jears  later,  buying 
the  .seventy  acres  adjoining,  and  subsc'iuentl}-  be- 
coming the  possessor  of  fifty  acres  more,  so  that 
his  farm  now  contains  one  hundred  and  eighty-two 
acres  of  unsurpassing  fertility  whose  improvements 
are  of  the  best.     He  did  not,  however,  settle  on  his 


farm  but  lived  in  Kendall  County  until  18SS,  when 
he  removed  to  I'laintield  to  Ids  present  line  resi- 
dence. 

Ml'.  r>rown  has  been  twice  married,  in  1859, 
he  was  wedded  to  Mai'ian  \'audervort,  a  native  of 
Vermont,  and  a  daughter  of  .loliu  X'andervort. 
'J'he  following  four  childi-eii  were  born  of  that 
marriage:  Murian  Elizabeth,  Silas  A.,  Florence  E. 
and  Dilroy  M.  Our  subject's  second  marriage  oc- 
curred in  1879,  when  he  was  united  to  Miss  Han- 
nah M.  Smith,  a  native  of  Kickapoo,  HI.  Her  fa- 
ther, Daniel  Snuth,  was  born  in  Kent,  England, 
and  came  to  America  with  his  wife  and  three  chil- 
dien.  He  resided  in  New  York  for  a  time  and 
then,  coming  to  HIinois,  was  a  pioneer  of  Peoria 
County.  .M)out  1812,  he  came  to  Will  County 
and  bought  a  farm  in  Plainfield  Township,  on 
wliich  lie  resided  until  his  mortal  career  was 
brought  to  a  close  in  1«G.').  The  maiden  name  of 
his  wife  was  MaiT  Bachelor.  She  was  born  in  Eng- 
land and  died  in  Plainfield. 

j'Sh'.  Brown  is  a  self-made  man  in  the  truest  sense 
of  the  word  :  with  sound  understanding  developed 
by  intelligent  reading  and  careful  observation, 
a  stable  character  and  industrious  habits,  he  is 
an  influence  for  good  in  this  community  with 
whose  soeial,  religious,  and  material  interest  he  is 
associated.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the' 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  by  their  conduct 
in  the  everj'  day  affairs  of  life  show  themselves  to 
be  sincere  Christians.  A  citizen  of  public  s|>irit 
and  alwa3-s  evincing  a  general  interest  in  the  wel- 
fare of  the  township  and  county,  our  subject  inter- 
ests himself  in  politics  and  is  a  devoted  follower  of 
the  Republican  party. 


'  ,  OHN  H.  OHLENDORF,  Jn.  The  late  John 
Ohlendorf  was  a  leading  farmer  of  Crete 
Township  and  quite  an  old  settler  therein. 
He  was  a  native  of  Hesse,  German^',  born 
September  16,  1827,  and  died  at  his  home  in  this 
township.  May  25,  1888.  He  was  the  oldest  of 
five  sons  and  two  daughters  born  to  his  parents. 
and  grew  to  man's  estate   in    his  native  land.     He 
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received  a  goorl  practical  education  in  tiie  Fallier- 
land,  whence,  in  1852.  lie  came  to  America  witli 
the  other  members  of  the  parental  family.  Sail- 
ing from  Bremerliaven  in  June,  they  spent  seven 
weeks  on  the  liriny  deep,  finally  landing  in  New 
York  City,  and,  as  a  united  f.amily,  coming  west 
to  Chicago,  111.  Soon  afterward  they  all  came  to 
to  this  county. 

John  Henry  Ohlendorf,  Sr.,  was  reared  to  farm 
pursuits  in  his  native  Hesse,  and  was  also  a  local 
officer  there  for  some  years.  He  married  a  Hessian 
lady,  Miss  Sophia  Senne.  AVhen  thej'  arrived  in 
this  county,  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  on  sec^tions  3i  and  35,  Crete  Town- 
ship, (laying  ^1.100  for  the  same.  It  was  mostly 
wild  land  at  the  time  of  purchase.  There  the 
parents  of  our  subject  liveii  for  some  years,  when 
they  purchased  another  farm  and  gave  their  orig- 
inal estate  to  their  eldest  son.  They  subsequently 
gave  their  second  farm  to  their  second  son,  and  con- 
tinued this  process  until  all  their  sons  were  estab- 
lished in  good  homes,  when  they  made  their  home 
with  their  joungest  son,  August.  Tliere  the 
father  died  July  9,  18H2.  at  the  advanced  age  of 
seventy-eight  years.  His  widow  is  _yet  living,  still 
making  her  home  with  her  son,  August.  She  is 
now  nearly  seventy-eight  years  of  age.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Cliurch,  of  which  her  hus- 
band was  also  a  member,  and  like  his,  her  life  has 
been  characterized  by  industry  and  piety. 

Realizing  that  it  is  not  good  for  man  to  live 
alone,  he  of  whom  we  write  led  to  the  h3nncneal 
altar  Miss  Wilhelmina  Arkcnberg,  the  marriage 
rites  being  performed  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in 
this  township.  She  was  born  in  the  Kingdom  of 
Hanover,  Germany,  November  16,  1835,  and  is  the 
oldest  child  of  William  and  Dora  (Gisika)  Arken- 
berg.  Her  father  was  a  shepherd  in  Germany,  that 
having  been  the  avocation  of  the  family  for  several 
generations.  After  the  birth  of  their  four  sons  and 
two  daughters,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arkenberg  emigrated 
to  America,  sailing  from  Bremerhavcn  to  New 
York.  They  came  at  once  to  Chicago  and  later  to 
this  county,  tiiis  being  in  1853.  Sir.  Arkenberg 
purchased  a  farm  near  Goodenow.  Crete  Town- 
ship, making  of  it  an  estate  of  considerable  value. 
There  lie  breathed   his   last  in    1880,  at  tlie  age  of 


seventy-two  years.  His  widow  departed  this  life 
four  years  later  wlien  seventy-one  years  of  age. 
Both  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  having  been  seventeen 
years  of  age  when  she  accompanied  her  parents  to 
America,  received  the  greater  part  of  her  educa- 
tion in  her  native  clime.  With  the  devotion  of  a 
true  wife,  she  labored  hard  with  her  husband  to 
m.nke  a  home  for  their  farail3',  proving  her  efficieuej' 
in  household  duties,  and  as  a  counselor  and  sym- 
pathizing helpmate  wherever  woman's  work  is 
needed.  After  the  death  of  her  husband,  she  took 
up  her  residence  in  Crete,  where  she  is  still  living, 
with  her  youngest  child.  She  is  the  mother  of 
three  children — Henry  W.,  whose  biography  occu- 
pies a  page  in  this  volume;  Amelia,  wife  of  Ilenrj' 
Triebold,  their  home  being  on  a  farm  in  Crete 
Township;  and  Regina,  who  is  her  mother's  com- 
[lanion.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
to  which  her  children  also  belong,  and  with  which 
her  deceased  husband  was  identified.  The  life  of 
Mr.  Ohlendorf  was  one  of  persevering  industry, 
neighborly  kindness,  and  unassuming  devotion  to 
the  principle's  in  which  he  believed,  and  his  death 
removed  from^tlie  township  a  citizen  whose  worth 
was  unquestioned.  Besides  leaving  a  good  home 
to  his  heirs,  he  left  to  them  that  best  of  all  inheri- 
tances, a  name  and  memory  wliich  can  be  thouyht 
upon  with  loving  reverence. 


^P:0RGE  E.  SHAW,  one  of  the  most  pros- 
perous farmers  of  Plainfield,  has  been  a 
^?^;JlJ  resident  of  this  township  for  more  than 
thirty  years,  and  has  been  closely  associated  with 
its  agricultural  developriient,  helping  to  make  AVill 
County  one  of  the  finest  farming  regions  in  the 
State,  and  during  tins  time  he  has  acquired  a 
goodly  amount  of  property  and  has  placed  him- 
self among  the  substantial  citizens  of  the  com- 
muuit}'. 

Mr.  Shaw  is  a  native  of  Elizabetlitown,  N.  J., 
born  Februar}'  2,  1815,  a  son  of  Elijah  Shaw, 
who   is  thoua;ht  to  have  been  born  in  New  York 
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State.  The  latter  learned  the  trade  of  a  cooper 
and  followed  that  (.'ailing  in  Columbia  and  Dutr hess 
Counties.  At  his  death,  in  1822,  in  llie  town  nf 
Milan,  a  useful  and  honorable  life  vv.as  brought 
to  a  close.  The  maiden  iiame  of  the  mother  of 
our  subject  was  Catherine  Altiiouse.  She  is  thought 
to  have  been  born  in  Dutchess  County  and  spent 
her  last  years  with  a  daughter  in  Westchester 
County,  N.  Y.  There  were  seven  cliildren  born 
to  the  parents  of  our  subject  of  whom  the  fol- 
lowing six  were  reared:  Marj',  Jane,  (ieoige  K., 
Elijah,  Pliiebe  and  Helen.  The  mother  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  was  married  a  second  time, 
becoming  the  wife  of  (ieorge  Shaffer  and  the\ 
reared  one  (laughter,  Louisa. 

Our  subject  was  but  seven  years  old  wlicii  lie 
had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  father  and  oiu,'  \  c:u- 
later  he  went  to  live  witii  a  farmer,  Philip  [. 
Zink.  lie  was  bred  to  agricultural  pursuits,  re- 
ceiving in  return  for  his  services  his  board  and 
clothes.  At  the  age  of  twent3'-one  he  started  out 
for  liimself.  with  eni|)ty  [)Ockets  and  in  debt  for  the 
cloth  to  make  the  suit  of  clothes  iiial  he  wore.  .\ 
j'onug  man  of  his  willingness  ;ind  capability.  ti> 
work  found  but  little  dilHculty  in  obtaining  a  situ- 
ation, and  he  was  soon  engaged  on  a  farm  in 
Dutchess  County,  his  wages  being  ^12  per  month 
for  eight  months  in  the  \'car,  and  during  the  win- 
ter season  he  was  oliliged  t(;  work  for  ^8  per 
month.  He  labored  very  hard  and  in-udently 
saved  his  earnings,  and"  the  fcjUowiug  spring  in- 
vested a  [lart  of  them  in  a  tract  of  three  hundred 
acres  of  wild  tindter  laud  in  Co<lieeton.  Sulli- 
van County,  in  i)art  p.iyuieni  fo}-  it  giving  eight 
months  more  work.  He  did  not  locate  on  his  |iur- 
chase  at  that  time  but  c<jutiuued  working  for  a 
few  years,  until  he  was  enabled  to  buy  two  hun- 
dred acres  adjoining  it,  and  after  marriage  he 
bought  a  house  and  three  acres  of  laud  in  Sl.ni- 
ford,  Dutchess  County.  The  following  yi-ar  ( 1  M47  ) 
he  sold  that  place  and  went  to  Sidlivan  County 
intending  to  settle  on  his  land  there,  but  before 
building,  he  embraced  a  fine  opportunity  to  sell  a 
part  of  his  land  for  an  improved  farm  in  the 
town  of  Bethel,  the  same  county,  and  twf)  years 
after  that  he  bought  the  remainder  of  the  first 
tract  he  had  previously  purchased.      Hearing  much 


of  the  wonderful  fertility  of  the  soil  of  the  Prai- 
rie State  and  the  various  other  advantages  offered 
tti  the  pr.actical,  wide-awake  farmer,  he  determined 
to  try  life  here,  and  selling  his  farm  in  New  York, 
he  came  to  this  State  and  two  years  later  pur- 
chased the  farm  where  he  now  resides.  Kighty 
acres  of  this  is  located  on  a  part  of  section  :>'i, 
and  he  has  besides  another  eighty-acre  tract  on 
the  same  section,  and  eleven  and  one-half  acres 
of  valuable  timber  land  on  section  27.  In  tlui 
years  of  hard  labor  that  followed  his  settlement 
here  Mr.  Shaw  devoted  himself  assiduously  t(^ 
the  work  of  liis  farm,  and  has  brought  about  a 
great  change  in  every  respect,  erecting  roomy, 
convenient  buildings,  suitable  for  every  purpose, 
cidtivatiug  the  land  after  the  best  methods  and 
providing  himself  with  the  best  machiiiery,  so 
that  his  place  may  be  regarded  .as  a  model  in  its 
way. 

Mr.  Shaw  has  been  married  three  times.  His 
lirst  wife,  to  whom  he  was  united  in  1811,  was 
Catherine  E.  Selioonovcr.  She  w.as  a  native  of 
Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  aiul  a  daughter  of  Richard 
and  Ann  Scliooiu)ver.  Her  death,  ()ct<iber  .'51, 
18. )l).  deprived  him  of  a  good  wife.  He  was  next 
married,  September  11,  1851,  to  .Alar^'  A.  Colsen, 
a  native  of  Irelauil  and  a  daughter  of  William 
anil  Ann  (.'olseu.  After  a  pleasant  wedded  life  of 
nearly  thirteen  years  he  w.as  deprived  of  her  assist- 
ance Ijy  death  .July  10,  18G1.  To  them  had  been 
born  three  children,  namely:  William  E.,  George 
H.  and  Lewis.  William  married  Martha  Kennelly, 
and  has  three  children — Ella,  Margaret  and  Lester; 
Ceorge  H.  married  Estella  O'Strander  and  has  one 
child,  Ethel. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  to  his  presei>t  wife 
was  solemnized  May  16,18G'.),  her  maiden  name  was 
Anna  Coon,  and  she  wa.s  born  in  JHlan.  Dutchess 
County.  N.  Y.  Her  father,  Pliilii)  A.  Coon,  ia  su[)- 
posed  to  have  been  born  in  Columbia  County, 
.\.  Y.,  and  his  father.  John  Coon,  was  a  f:u-mer 
and  died  in  .lohnslown,  Montgomery' Count\-,  N.Y. 
Mrs.  Shaw's  father  w;is  also  a  farmer  and  at  one 
time  owned  a  farm  in  .Mihui.  lie  came  to  HIiuois 
with  Jlrs.  Shaw  ami  died  at  her  home  in  ls71. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Hannah  Link, 
i   and  she  was  a  native  of  Milan.     Her  father,  John 
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Link,  is  supposed  to  have  been  born  there,  and  to 
have  been  a  descnndant  of  German  anceslry..  He 
carried  on  farming  in  that  town  until  his  death. 
Mrs.  Shaw's  mother  died   in  Milan  about  1858. 

Mr.  Shaw  is  a  sturdy  representative  of  our  self- 
made  men,  as,  beginning  life  in  poverty,  he  has 
worked  his  way  up  to  a  position  of  comparative 
wealth  all  througli  his  own  efforts,  he  having  been 
well  equipped  for  the  struggle  with  energy,  deter- 
mination, and  a  good  capacity  for  skillful  labor, 
besides  being  a  man  of  steady  habits,  thorough 
conscientiousness  and  unswerving  integrity.  He 
and  his  wife  are  sincere  religious  people,  and  the 
Congregational  Church  finds  in  them  two  of  its 
most  faithful  members.  He  was  a  Whig  iu  former 
days,  but  since  the  formation  of  the  Republican 
party  has  been  one  of  its  most  cimsistent  sup- 
portei's. 

ETKR  P.  ADLKR.  This  gentleman  is 
)1  numbered  anumg  the  prominent  citizens 
of  Joliot,  where  he  has  been  engaged  in 
business  for  a  number  of  ye^rs,  manifest- 
ing a  degree  of  ability  and  enterprise  tliat  has 
given  iiim  a  higli  standing  in  business  circles  and 
wins  f(ir  him  a  nourishing  trade.  He  is  a  member 
(if  the  firm  of  Adler  ISrotiiei's,  stock  dealers  and 
shipjiers.  and  wliolesah'  and  retail  dealers  in  meats. 
Their  market  is  situated  at  No.  112  lixchange 
Street,  in  tlie  National  lilock;  and  their  business 
of  shi|iping  stock  to  tlie  Knst  necessitates  the  buy- 
ing Ijy  wholesale  in  Kansas  Citv.  Mo.,  and  various 
other  points  in  the  West. 

Tbe  subject  of  this  sketch  owns  considerable 
land  in  the  township  and  has  charge  of  the  estate, 
whereon  horses,  mules,  cattle,  and  hogs  are  raised 
in  considerable  numbers.  He  is  known  as  a  gen- 
eral farmer  iu  a  large  way,  wiiile  he  has  also  at- 
tended to  the  shipping  of  the  stock  of  the  liini, 
simply  overseeing  the  business. 

Mr.  Adler  was  born  in  .loliet  Township,  this 
county,  October  8,  1842,  being  a  son  of  Michael 
Adler,  whose  history  will  be  found  in  the  sketch 
of  Jacob  Adler  on  another  page  of  this  Album. 
He  grew  to  the  age  of  nineteen  years  on  the  farm, 


after  which  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker  in 
the  city  of  Joliet.  After  mastering  his  trade,  he 
engaged  in  the  clothing  business,  continuing  in  it 
several  years,  but  in  1868  beginning  the  meat  busi- 
ness. He  bought  with  his  brother  Jacob,  having 
charge  of  the  market,  and  since  they  extended 
their  business  to  include  the  buying  and  shipping 
of  stock,  he  has  spent  much  of  his  time  in  Kansas 
City.  Mo.,  or  in  various  parts  of  the  State  of  Kan- 
sas, interested  with  his  brother-in-law,  F.  G.  Rap- 
plc.  He  has  an  interest  in  the  building  in  wiiich 
the  market  is  carried  on. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Adler  took  place  at  the 
bride's  home,  in  Joliet,  in  1805.  She  was  born  in 
Ohio,  in  1844,  to  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  Flick  and 
was  christened  INIar}'  A.  Her  father  was  a  native 
of  Alsace,  when  it  was  a  department  of  France, 
and  her  mother  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  her 
maiden  name  having  been  Seuter.  The  family 
came  to  this  county  in  1833,  and  Mr.  Flick  en- 
gaged in  the  hotel  business  in  the  same  house  the 
family  now  occupies.  He  died  in  1873,  leaving  a 
wiih.iw  and  tour  daughters,  three  of  whom  now 
survive,  two  lieing  at  home. 

To  Mr.  Adler  and  his  estimable  wife  six  children 
have  been  born,  three  of  whom  are  living.  They 
are  named  respectivelj':  Angeline,  Lizzie  and  Peter 
M.  J.  The  parents  belong  to  St.  John's  Catholic 
Churcli  and  stand  well  in  the  esteem  of  their  ac- 
quaintances, their  cliaracters  and  intelligence  ren- 
dering them  useful  and  agreealde  members  of 
societ}'. 


■^\  HARLKS  C.   McCLAlGHRV,  A.  B.     This 
I    '^  young  gentleman,    who    is    now   filling    the 


^  position  of  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Hlinois 
State  Penitentiary,  at  Joliet,  is  a  man  of  more 
than  or<linary  ability  and  strength  and  nobilit}-  of 
character.  He  was  the  recii)ient  of  excellent  ad- 
vantages duiing  his  bo^yhood  and  youth,  made  a 
good  use  of  them,  and  possesses  a  mind  well 
stored  with  useful  knowledge  and  capable  of  grasp- 
ing with  firmness  and  with  acute  perception,  sub- 
jects brought  before  him  for  consideration.    With 
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this,  he  has  linn  i)riiu'ipk\s  ami  agreeable,  courte- 
ous maniiei-s. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  biographical  notice 
was  boru  at  Cartilage.  Hancock  County.  April  7, 
1863,  wliile  his  fatiier  was  in  the  army.  AVlien 
eleven  years  old  he  came  to  Joliet  with  liis  parents, 
fini.shing  his  education  at  Knox  College  and  being 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in 
the  class  of  '8a.  He  then  entered  the  m;icliine 
siiops  of  tlic  Illinois  Steel  Company  in  order 
to  acquire  the  trade  of  a  machinist,  which  he 
completed  in  that  establishment.  He  was  after- 
ward connected  witii  tiie  firm  of  E.  R.  Brainard 
it  Co..  in  tlicir  machine  department  in  the  peniten- 
tiir^',  leaving  tiieir  employ  November  1,  1889,  at 
wiiich  time  he  was  appointed  chief  engineer  of  the 
prison.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Lincoln  Club,  an 
organization  of  j'oung  Republicans,  and  belongs  to 
the  Central  Presbyterian  Ciiurch. 

At  the  residence  of  W.  C.  DemmontI,  of  this 
city,  June  28.  1888,  the  marriage  ceremony  was 
performed  which  united  the  subject  of  this  slcetch 
and  Miss  Helen  A.,  daughter  of  the  host.  The 
bride  was  born  in  this  city,  which  has  ever  been  her 
home,  and  where  she  lias  made  many  friends  by  her 
genial  manners,  intelligence  and  estimalilc  charac- 
ter. To  her  and  lier  husband  one  child  lias  lieeii 
born,  who  bears  the  name  of  Helen  B. 

Maj.  Robert  W.  McClaughry,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  Warden  of  tiie  penitentiary  in  Joliet 
for  fifteen  years.  He  w.is  born  in  Fouiilain  (ireen, 
Hancock  County,  July  22,  ]83i»,  aixl  remained  at 
home  on  a  farm  until  Ifi.")!).  He  then  en(ere<l  Mon- 
mouth College,  being  graduated  in  18(;(),  and  re- 
maining in  the  instituti(jn  one  j'car  as  Professor  of 
Latin.  Peturning  to  Hancock  County  in  18(11, 
he  settled  at  Carthage  and  became  cdilor  of  the 
Carthage  Ri'publicdii.  In  response  to  Piesidciit 
Lincoln's  call  for  three  hundred  thousand  men.  he 
enlisted,  in  August.  18t;2.  as  a  private  in  the  One 
Hundred  and  Eighteenth  Illinois  Infantry,  lie  was 
chosen  Captain  of  Company  1>,  and  in  Novemlier 
following  was  elected  Major  of  the  regiment.  He 
participated  in  all  the  campaigns  in  the  Gulf  de- 
partment, which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  V'icks- 
burg,  and  in  all  those  in  Western  Louisiana  until 
June,  18<J4.  when    he   was  transferred    to    the    pay 


department  .as  Paymaster  and  assigned  to  duty  at 
.Springfield,  111.  He  remained  thereuntil  October, 
I8G5,  when  he  was  mustered  out  of  the  service. 

Having  been  elected  Clerk  of  Hancock  County, 
M.aj.  McClaughry  at  once  assumed  the  duties  of 
that  ofHce.  which  he  held  until  1869.  During  the 
next  two  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  stone  quarry 
business  in  Sonora  and  furnished  stone  for  the  rail- 
road bridge  over  the  Mississijipi  at  Keokuk,and  also 
for  the  Government  canal  at  the  same  place,  and 
for  the  foundations  of  the  new  State  Cajiitol  at 
Springfield.  In  1871  he  went  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  to 
take  charge  of  the  St.  Genevieve  quarries,  but  the 
following  year,  his  health  failing,  he  returned  to 
Monmouth.  III.,  and  entered  the  office  oi  Judge 
Glenn,  to  attentl  to  a  portion  of  his  business.  There 
he  remained  until  August  1,  1874,  when  he  was 
a[ipointed  Warden  of  the  penitentiary  of  this 
lilace.  He  was  married,  in  1862,  to  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Madden,  of  .Aloniiiouth.  and  has  five  children 
living. 

'}^mi 

ICllOLS  D.  DYER.  The  flourishing  city 
),  of  Joliet  contains  man^-  business  houses  in 
whose  management  great  tact  is  displayed, 
and  in  which  a  trade  is  carried  on  that  gives  circu- 
lation to  thousands  of  dollars  per  annum.  One  of 
these  flourishing  estalilishmeiits  is  that  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  skeleh,  who  is  a  dealer  in  dry-goi->ds. 

Fifteen  years  after  the  Pilgrims  of  the  "May- 
llowei"  had  landed  on  Plymouth  Rock,  the  first 
record  of  William  and  Mary  Dyer,  who  were  first 
cousins,  is  found  in  I'xjston.  Like  many  others  in 
that  day  lliey  had  left  the  refinements  of  an  Eng- 
lish home,  to  brave  the  <liseoinforts  of  the  Western 
wilderness  in  order  to  enjo}'  tiie  blessing  of  relig- 
ious liberty.  William  Dyer  was  li'd  by  the  ehj- 
qneiice  of  Roger  Williams  to  espouse  the  cause  of 
the  ISaptisls,  whereupon  he  was  disfranchised  and 
like  many  othei's  compelled  to  leave  the  colony. 
His  wife  walked  out  of  a  meeting  of  Puritans  in 
compan}'  with  Mrs.  Hutchinson.  The  banished 
Dyers  bought  the  little  isle — Rhode — Island — then 
called  Arpiiilunk  or  Isle  of  Peace.  Of  the  n(>w 
colony  who  settled  "Little  Rhody,"   ANilliani  Dyer 
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was  selectefl  as  t'lerk,  subsequently  becoming  Re-  | 
cordei-,  Clerk  of  the  Assembly  and  Atto  ney-Gen- 
eral.  His  wife  still  adhered  to  tlie  (Quaker  belief 
altliougli  opposed  to  the  siiirit  of  intoleranee 
characterising  that  body,  and  especially,  the  un- 
just law  of  banishment.  Restless  under  it  and 
firmly  believing  she  had  a  mission  to  perform,  she 
returned  to  Massachusetts  to  secure  a  reformation. 
In  this  she  failed,  and  was  therefore  a  martyr  to 
her  religious  belief,  and  was  brought  to  the  gallows 
for  execution  as  one  sowing  the  seeds  of  sedition, 
by  direction  of  Gov.  Kndicott.  Through  the  inler- 
venlion  of  a  si>n  she  was  spared,  only  to  again  re- 
turn to  the  sann-  mission  and  bei-omo  a  martyr  to 
her  faitli.  (iuile  a  number  of  the  pi'ogeny  (if  these 
ruritans  lia\  e  become  noteil  in  American  history. 
N.  IX  Dyer,  of  uiioin  we  write,  is  one  <if  the  lineal 
descendants. 

■J'he  sulijt'et  of  tliis  biograpliiral  notice  was  born 
in  Lexington,  Ohio,  .buiuary  I  1,  1841.  He  is  llie 
eighth  in  a  family  of  five  sons  and  four  daughters, 
born  to  Daniel  II.  and  Fhila  (LSeaversloek  )  Dyer, 
natives  of  N'crnntnt.  and  is  the  only  survi\  or  ex- 
\vpt  his  sister,  Mrs.  I'hila  JL  Watson,  of  Iowa  City, 
lown.  Until  thirteen  years  of  age  he  was  willi  his 
parents  in  iiis  nalivc  village,  after  which  he  accom- 
panied them  to  Callaway  Counly,  Mo.,  where  his 
father  followed  farming.  'I'he  lad  was  educated  in 
t,hi'  i-onimcjn  schools  and,  his  father  having  lost  his 
Mirs<iuil  |iroperty,  in  his  youth  began  vveirking  by 
the  month  in  Iowa,  lie  continued  his  labors  on  a 
farm  there  until  the  winter  of  1  ,S(;(I,  vi'heu  Ik.'  taught 
seli<.n>l  near  IMaiiifield,  HI.  In  l.S(;2,  he  entered  the 
Commissary  Department  of  the  army  at  I'ilot 
Knob,  Mo.,  under  his  uncle.  Col.  (ieorge  Dyer. 

Six  months  later  ^-oung  Dyer  went  to  Farming- 
tcni.  Mo.,  and  raised  a  company  of  Union  refugees, 
whom  he  accomiianied  to  St.  Louis,  joining  Frank 
P.  IJIair's  brigade  as  a  Second  Lieutenant.  They 
were  sent  to  join  Sherman,  and  took  jiart  in  the  en- 
gagement at  Chickasaw  Bayou,  where  the  ['nion 
forces  were  sadly  defeated.  They  then  went  to 
Arkansas  Post,  where  the  tide  turned  and  they 
captured  all  the  artillery.  After  wintering  at  Mil- 
iiken's  Bend,  where  a  portion  of  their  time  w.as 
spent  in  digging  the  canal  in  the  vain  endeavor  to 
make  the  Mississippi  run  up  hill,  they  were  sent  to 


Vicksburg  and  bore  an  active  part  in  the  siege  of 
that  city.  There  Mr.  Dyer  acted  as  Captain.  Prior 
to  this  he  had  been  made  an  aide  on  Gen.  Carr's 
staff,  with  the  rank  of  Lieutenant,  but  had  declined 
the  appointment  because  the  boys  had  insisted  that 
as  he  had  started  out  with  them  he  should  remain 
in  their  company.  The  next  prominent  (joint  at 
which  the  young  soldier  was  fotmd  was  Jackson, 
jNIiss.,  after  the  capture  of  which  he  took  part  in 
other  conlliets,  among  them  being  the  noted  engage- 
ment at  Lookout  Mountain,  where  many  of  our 
brave  boys  fought  above  the  clouds.  Following 
this  came  the  battles  at  Ringgold,  Dallas,  Peach 
Tree  Creek  and  Big  Shanty.  Breaking  down  in 
health  while  en  route  to  Atlanta,  Captain  Dyer  was 
discharged  Sc|)tember  4,  18()4.  on  a  surgeon's  cer- 
tilicate  of  disability. 

The  succeeding  two  years  were  spent  by  Mr. 
Dyer  in  recovering  his  liealth,  and  he  then  engaged 
in  the  hardware  l.iusiness  in  Chicago,  continuing  it 
a  j'ear.  He  then  went  to  Iowa,  where  in  tlie  town 
of  Atalissa,  September  12.  1807,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Amanda  M.,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Lewis.  The  same  year  he  went  to  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  where  he  receiveil  the  apipointment  of 
Deputy  City  Collector,  the  [ilace  being  secured  for 
him  by  (!ov.  I'^letcher,  and  held  a  little  over  a 
\car.  On  account  of  his  wife's  health  they  re- 
turneil  to  Iowa,  wlieie  he  was  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  until  1875,  at  which  time  he 
removed  to  doliet.  His  wife  was  removed  by  death 
1  June  2',),  1  870.  leaving  (ine  child,  George  L.,  who 
is  now  with  his  father.  Since  coming  to  Joliet  I\[r. 
D^er  has  followed  the  dry-goods  business. 

On  May  6,  1873,  Mr.  Dyer  contracted  a  second 
matrimonial  alliance,  taking  for  his  companion 
Miss  Juliette  Hardy,  with  whom  he  lived  hapinl}' 
until  December  27,  187(1,  when  she  breathetl  her 
last.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Otis  Hardy,  of  Joliet. 
The  union  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  one  child, 
Florence  J.  On  Ai)ril  10,  1878,  Mr.  Dyer  was 
again  married,  his  bride  being  Miss  Amelia  A. 
Hardy,  who  has  borne  him  two  children,  now  liv- 
ing— FjUima  I'hila  and  Marion  A. 

The  first  Presidential  ballot  of  Mr.  Dyer  was 
cast  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  his  allegiance  has 
Las  always  been  given  to  the  Republican  party.   In 
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the  infancy  of  that  political  organization  bis  fatliur 
and  brothers  desired  to  vote  for  Gen.  Fremont, 
but  dare  not  do  so  in  tl^  section  of  IMissoiiri  in 
wiiicli  thoy  lived.  Mr.  Dyer  belongs  to  the(iraii<! 
Aiiny  (if  the  lu'pLibiie. 


ATUICK  W.DUNNK.PastorofSt.  Patrick's 
('hurcli  in  .loliet.  nithdUgli  coni|iar;iti\el\' 
yiiuiig  holds  a  higli  |)<Jsilion  in  the  ranlis  of 
the  Catiiolie  priesthood  :is  one  who  is  do- 
ing n:nch  to  advance  tlie  interests  of  the  church  in 
various  ways.  To  him  ai'c  due  the  great  imprc^ve- 
meuts  around  the  edifiri'  in  which  his  charge 
meets.  Personally  he  is  a  genial,  whole-souled 
man,  very  companiiuiable.  aud  ikjI  only  denrly 
loved  by  his  people  but  highly  resjjeeted  liy  the 
conuuuuily  in  general  for  his  good  qnalilies  of 
mind  and  heart.  His  intellect  has  been  tlioroughly 
cultured  and  his  iniud  is  stored  with  learning.  In 
elcuitalile  wovk  he  is  e\'er  ready  to  lend  a,  helping 
li;uicl  and  the  nieinl.iers  of  his  own  chai'ge  are 
tn  ated  with  the  greatest  consideration  regarding 
their  physical  needs,  as  well  as  the  wants  of  theii- 
Minis. 

Father  Duune  is  of  mixed  ancestry,  his  father, 
Ivlward  Duune.  basing  betii  a  native  of  Ireland, 
and  bis  nu)tlK'i',  Mary  Finn,  of  Prince  Ivlwanl  Is 
land.  Fdward  I  )unne  eauu'  to  Piince  Kd  w.aril  Is- 
land in  ISIO.  and  l.S.'.l  wml  to  Waterlown,  Wis., 
where  he  lunlt  the  lirsl  church  and  first  bridge  in 
that  iilace,  the  latter  being  over  the  Rock  Rivei'. 
He  had  b(;en  reared  to  cari)entering,  his  six  broth- 
ers following  the  same  trade  or  combining  it  with 
shiii-carpentering.  The  seven  Diume  brotluus 
c;\me  to  America,  and  two — William  and  Patrick — 
are  now  living  in  Chicago.  Tiie  youngest  bnjther, 
Di'iinis,  was  a  man  of  wide  reputation  and  high 
character,  who  became  \'icar  General  of  the  Chi- 
cago Diocese.  lie  departed  his  life  in  18G8.  The 
father  of  our  subject  died  in  Joliet,  July  2,  1888. 
His  last  work  was  remodeling  St.  Patrick's  Church, 
for  which  he  had  drawn  all  the  i)lans  and  speciQca- 
Uons  anil  which  he  personally  su|)erintended.  His 
widow  is  still  living,  making  her  home  in  Chicago, 


where  a  number  of  her  children  reside.  To  Edward 
ami  Mai'3-  Dunne  nine  daughters  and  six  sons  were 
born,  ten  of  the  number  being  yet  alive.  These 
all  live  in  Chicago  except  Patiick  and  his  sister 
Catherine  who  is  with  him  in  .loliet. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Water- 
town,  Wis.,  Maich  1,  18.')2.  His  education  was 
begun  in  the  College  of  the  Christian  Krothers  in 
Chicago.  In  the  spring  of  18(J8,  he  entered  St. 
Charles  College,  at  Fjllicotl  City,  iSId.,  from  which 
institution  he  was  graduated  in  1874.  Owing  to 
sickness  his  studies  were  aband(.>ned  ft)r  a  year,  af- 
ter which  he  renewed  them  in  St.  Mary's  Seminary 
at  I'.altimore.  In  that  iiistitutiini  he  ri'inaincd  four 
and  a  half  \ears,  compleliiig  the  line  iif  studies 
which  fitted  hini  to  enter  the  [jriesthood.  On  De- 
ceinber  L'2.  187'.),  he  was  (Uilained  and  sent  to  St. 
Patrick's  Churt-h.  Chie:iL;o.  w  heiv  he  arrived  two 
days  later,  celebrating  his  first  mass  at  midnight  of 
that  same'day.  I''ather  Duuiu!  became  the  Assis- 
tant Pastor  of  St.  Mary's  Church  in  .loliet,  Feb- 
luary  K!,  l.S8(),  retaining  that  posltiini  until 
.lanuary  2',).  PS.SO.  when  he  w  as  .apiiointed  to  th.al 
which  he  now  fills.  Here  he  became  the  successor 
of  I'"atlier  W^alter  Power,  who  died  .laniiaiy  27, 
iind  whose  pastm'ate  had  extended  through  seven- 
teen ye:irs. 

In  188;i.  the  (o.lden  Jubilee  of  St.  Patrick's 
Church  w.'is  celebrated,  the  event  being  the  grand- 
est that  Joliet  had  ever  seen  in  coniicctiou  with 
Catholic  church  work.  The  occasion  was  one  that 
will  long  be  remembered,  not  only  by  those  who 
adhere  to  the  Catholic  faith  but  by  all  who  wit- 
nessed it.  The  Pontifical  High  Mass  was  celebrated 
by  liishop  Burke,  of  Cheyenne,  and  Arch-bishop 
Riordan,  of  San  Francisco,  the  latter  a  cousin  of 
Father  Dunne,  di^livered  the  sermon. 

A  litliogra[ihic  portrait  of  Father  Dunne  ap[)ears 
in  connection  with  his  biographical  sketch. 

^IJ^RKDERICK  IIASFMAN.  Among  the  young 

[i^fe  farmers  of  the  county  n  high  jilacc  is  meri- 

/ll)  led    by    the   gentleman   above   nanu'd,  who 

successfully  o[)erates  a  tract  of  land  in  Washington 
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Township.  This  estate  ccmprises  two  hundred 
acres  of  excellent  land  under  careful  and  intelli- 
gent tillage,  and  has  been  the  home  of  our  subject 
from  his  infant'}'.  For  six  years  he  has  been  the 
owner  of  the  farm  that  was  purchased  by  his  father 
in  a  raw  state,  and  by  him  and  his  sons  brought  to 
a  fine  condition  of  improvement  and  cultivation. 
The  work  begun  by  tlie  parent  is  ably  continued 
by  the  son,  who  is  intelligent,  industrious  and 
thrifty.  lie  was  born  near  Eagle  Lake,  in  this 
township,  August  12,  18G2,  and  is  the  youngest 
child  of  his  parents  and  llie  only  one  born  in  Amer- 
ica. He  was  but  a  year  old  when  he  came  to  his 
present  home,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  was 
educated  and  began  his  own  career. 

The  father  of  our  subject  is  John  Haseman,  who 
was  born  in  Shambourg,  Leipsic,  Germany,  Janu- 
ary 25,  1814.  He  married  the  daughter  of  a  neigh- 
boring family — Miss  Mary  Pauls — who  like  him. 
self  had  been  reared  under  the  care  of  excellent 
parents.  After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Hasenuin  lived  on  a  farm  in  the  Fatherland  until 
after  the  birth  of  seven  children.  They  then  set 
sail  for  America,  leaving  Bremerhaven,  May  1, 
18(;(i.  and  landing  in  New  York  City  twenty -three 
(lavs  later.  The  family  came  to  C'hicagii,  111.,  anil 
thence  tii  Eagle  Lake,  this  county,  where  they 
rented  -x  farm,  upon  which  the}'  lived  for  three 
\ears.  and  wheie  nur  subject  first  saw  the  light  of 
day. 

In  18G3  the  father  purchased  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  on  section  8,  Washington  Township, 
the  next  year  adding  an  eighty-acre  tract  adjoin, 
ing.  Upon  tliis  ho  put  up  good  buildings,  roclaira- 
ino'  the  land  from  its  primitive  state  and  making  a 
comfortable  home  in  which  to  spend  his  declining 
years.  He  is  still  living,  making  his  home  with 
our  suliject,  and  Is  smart  and  active  for  one  of  his 
years.  He  lust  his  companion  in  March,  1881,  she 
being  then  sixty  years  old.  She  was  a  lifelong 
nieuiber  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  cunscien- 
tiously  endcax'ored  to  fulfil  the  duties  which  de- 
volved upon  her  as  wife,  mother  and  member  of 
society.  Her  hnshand  belongs  to  the  same  church, 
and  he  too  has  endeavored  to  act  well  his  part  in 
life. 

Of  the  children  born  to  Mr.  and  JNIrs.  John  Hase- 


man we  note  the  following:  Anna  married  Henry 
Walker,  and  died  at  the  birth  of  her  first  child ; 
Henry  married  Sophia  %Ieyer,  and  died  leaving 
four  children;  Carolina  became  the  wife  of  Will- 
iam Meyer,  and  died  leaving  four  children ;  John, 
Jr.,  who  is  now  living  on  a  farm  in  Will  Township, 
this  county,  married  Louisa  Winsenburg;  En  gel  is 
the  wife  of  Charles  Lange,  a  farmer  in  Washington 
Township;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  William  Voltuer, 
and  they  occupy  a  farm  in  Lake  County,  Ind.; 
Sophia  married  George  Apking,  who  is  a  farmer 
in  Crete  Township  this  county;  Fred  is  the  young- 
est son  and  child. 

The  latter  married  Mary  Thuruer,  who  was  born 
in  Eagle  Lake  Village,  December  18,  1862.  She 
received  a  good  education,  and  acquired  an  excel- 
lent knowledge  of  the  domestic  arts  and  the  kindly 
offices  in  wliich  womanhood  excels.  She  is  the 
mother  of  four  childien,  namely:  Lena,  Alvina, 
^Vlliert  and  AuLliy.  She  and  her  husband  belong 
to  the  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  I  baseman,  of  this 
notice,  is  a  sound  Republican,  as  are  his  father  and 
brothers. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
John  O.  and  Engel  (Nieders)  Haseman,  who  spent 
their  entire  lives  ic  Germany.  They  were  consis- 
tent members  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  The  hns- 
liand  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  and  followed  that 
occupation  from  his  youth  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  when  he  was  about  sixty-thrte  years  of 
age. 


/OHN  EAIIKNER,  M.D.,  a  rising  young 
lihysician  and  surgeon  of  Joliet.  obtained 
his  medical  education  in  Chicago,  111.,  in 
((^yi  the  Bennett  Medical  College,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1882.  Immediately  afterward 
he  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
Joliet,  where  he  is  rapidly  building  up  an  extensive 
business.  He  obtained  likewise  an  excellent  liter- 
ary and  classical  education,  with  the  Benedictines 
of  Chicago.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Illinois  Eclec- 
tic Medical  Society.  Close  application  to  his 
studies  while  he  had  the  opportunity,  made  him 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  duties  of  his  chosen  , 
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<'alliiin,  while  he  kt^ojis  liiin.-iclf  posted  tipun  ihe 
inellK'ils  whieli  aie  c'()nst;iiitl\'  being  bruuylit  to  the 
ntteiilion  of  the  piofession. 

J)i'.  Fahnier  was  born  on  the  oilier  side  of  llie 
Atlantic,  in  the  town  of  .Marienbuil,  Austria,  Feb- 
ruary U,  1854,  and  is  the  son  of  J)r.  X'alentine  and 
Mar^-  Ann  (Tauber)  Fahrner,  w  ho  were  of  (ierinan 
birth  and  ancestry.  Valentine  Fahrner,  also  a 
practicing  physician  of  good  repute,  followed  his 
profession  in  his  native  land  several  years,  tlien 
came  to  America,  in  18y4,  locating  first  in  Chicago. 
He  followed  his  profession  there  until  1868,  then 
returned  to  his  native  land.  Finally  he  eame  back 
to  America  and  located  at  Mokena,  111.,  where  he 
sojourned  two  years.  In  1871  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Joliet.  and  followed  his  practice  in  this 
city  until  his  death,  July  7.  187'J.  The  wife  and 
mother  had  preceded  her  husband  to  the  silent 
land,  her  death  occurring  Jlay  28.  l87o.  They 
were  the  parents  of  three  children  onl^- — our  sub- 
ject and  his  sister,  Mrs.  Leiuier.  of  this  county; 
Anna  dieil  aged  twelve  years. 

I)i'.  Fahrner  was  married  Deeember  "28,  1875,  in 
•loliet,  to  Miss  -ALagdalena  K'achelhoft'er.  Mrs. 
F'ahrner  was  born  in  Joliet,  and  by  iici-  union  with 
our  subject  there  have  been  born  seven  children, 
viz.:  John,  Pius.  Angela,  Walter,  Alphonse,  Char- 
lotte and  Frederick.  Their  home  i>  at  N'o.  GOl)  Xorth 
Nicholson  Street.  Dr.  F'ahrner  has  his  ollice  at 
No.  200  North  Center  Street. 

Politically,  the  Doctor  is  a  sterling  Democrat. 
and  he  and  his  family  are  members  of  St.  Jolin's 
Catholic  Church. 


■  FDGF:  SOLO.MON  SI.MMONS.  No  citizen 
of  Plainfleld  has  read  more  extensively, 
thought  moi-e  deeply,  or  is  better  [losted 
'^^^'  than  the  gentleman  above  named.  His  judg- 
ment is  keen,  and  after  once  arriving  at  a  conclu- 
sion he  is  verj'  positive,  and  only  serious  thought 
and  study  of  pros  and  cons  will  change  his  ideas. 
Frank  and  open-hearted,  all  know  the  meaning  of 
his  words  and  actions  and  respect  him  accordingly. 
He  is  liberal  in  his  religious  belief,  has  never  even 


touched  tobacco  with  his  lingers  and  has  always 
been  an  ardent  adxocate  of  temperance  and  a  be- 
liever in  prcihiliition,  although  not  a  third  [larty 
man. 

Judge  SiMimons  was  born  in  Claverick,  Colum- 
bia County.  N.  Y..  March  18,  1812,  and  is  a  son  of 
Sohv.non  and  Rebecca  ( iMurray)  Simmons.  The 
father  was  born  in  (iermany,  January  31,  1762, 
and  was  one  of  nine  sons  and  daughters  born  to 
William  Simmons  and  his  wife.  The  grandparents 
of  our  subject  came  to  America  about  the  time  of 
the  Revolutionary  War,  and  the  grandfather  died 
in  Rhinebeck,  J)utehess  County,  N.  Y.,  at  the  great 
age  of  one  hundred  and  five  years.  He  owned  a 
tract  of  land  there  on  which  he  had  been  engaged 
in  farming  and  to  the  same  i)ursuit  bis  son  Solo- 
mon was  reared. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  in  his  teens  when 
be  came  to  America  with  his  parents,  and  in  the 
F:mpiie  State  when  forty  years  of  age  he  was  mar- 
ried. His  first  [lurchase  of  real  estate  was  a  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  at  Rhinebeck  and 
u|)on  this  estate  he  settled  after  his  marriage.  He 
purchased  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  in  Colum- 
bia County  but  lost  it  by  a  defective  title.  He 
continued  to  reside  in  Dutchess  County  until  1826, 
when  he  renjuved  to  Penfield,  Jlonroe  County, 
making  thai  his  place  of  abode  until  he  was  re- 
moved from  the  toils  .-uiil  cares  <if  earth  in  Sep- 
temlier,  18;)1. 

The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Solomon  .Simmons 
eompri.sed  five  children,  viz:  Daniel  .and  Jacob 
(twins),  Elizabeth,  Rebecca,  and  Solomon,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch.  The  mother  married  the  second 
lime  and  spent  the  latter  years  of  her  life  in  Pen- 
lield.  bieathing  her  last  there  in  January,  1833. 
Her  father,  John  Murray,  served  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War  and  died  in  the  service;  he  is  believed 
to  have  been  born  in  Ireland. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  fourteen 
years  old  when  his  father  removed  to  Monroe 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  he  began  working  on  a 
farm  at  ^5  per  month.  When  sixteen  years  old 
he  became  a  driver  on  flic  Krie  Canal,  following 
the  tow  path  six  months.  For  five  years  he  con- 
tinued in  the  employ  of  the  canal  company,  soon 
being  placed  in  charge  of  a  boat.     In  1833  he  went 
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to  Ohio  and  bought  a  tract  of  timber  land  in 
Geauga  County,  m-ar  Bainliridge.  There  he  built 
a  log  house ;  lie  began  cutting  down  the  trees,  grub- 
bing out  tjje  stumps  and  otherwise  preparing  the 
soil  for  cultivation.  During  the  year  he  cleared 
quite  a  tract,  after  whi';b  he  sold  tlie  })lace  and 
bought  another  which  already  had  ipiite  a  large 
ch'aring  ui)on  it. 

In  IKoG  Mr.  Simmons  liegan  lioating  on  the  Ohio 
Canal,  Init  after  following  that  occupation  two 
sctij-ons  again  turned  his  attention  to  the  improve- 
ment of  a  farm.  In  1830  he  explored  the  north- 
ern part  of  Illinois,  iiurchased  eighty  acres  in 
Kane  t'ounty  and  a  claim  to  eighty  more  of  Gov- 
ernment land.  It  was  his  intention  to  remove 
hither  that  fall,  but  money  dne  him  could  not  be 
collected,  and  other  misfortunes  happening,  he  sold 
the  lam!  and  remained  in  ( >liio  until  1«1.3.  Then, 
with  liis  wife  and  ehlhlren.  he  started  westwarti, 
making  an  civerland  journey  to  Illinois,  arriving  at 
Plainfield  Se[itendicr  !'.>.  lie  purchased  a  tract  of 
wiki  laml  in  Dul'age  Township  and  two  years  later 
eightv  acres  of  improved  land  ne.-ir  Wheatland. 
To  this  estate  he  acMed  until  it  amounted  to  two 
hundred  and  forty  acres.  This  he  operated  until 
liSlJ3,  when  he  sold  it.  purchasing  another  farm 
which  consiste<1  of  one  hundred  and  ninetj'-two 
acres  and  cost  850  |)er  acre.  This  valuable  i)iece 
of  property  was  his  home  until  isfSC,  when  he  sold 
it  .and  look  u[t  his  abode  in  Plain  Held. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  i)ersevering  efforts 
of  .ludge  Simmons  resulted  in  the  accuuudation  of 
a  conifortalilc  fortune  and  the  ease  to  which  he  is 
entitled  is  niaile  possible  by  his  finances.  For  a 
time  he  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father  and 
voted  the  Democratic  ticket,  but  on  removing  to 
Illinois  he  joined  the  anti-slavery  forces  and  has 
been  a  Republican  since  the  formation  of  the  party. 
He  has  filled  various  offices  of  trust,  and  in  every 
position  has  acted  wisely  and  well.  In  1853  he  was 
elected  County  Judge,  in  which  ca[)acity  he  served 
one  term.  For  six  j'cars  he  rei)resented  Wheatland 
Township  on  the  Count\'  Board  of  Supervisors.  In 
1862  Gov.  Yates  appointed  him  enrolling  officer 
for  Will  County,  and  President  Lincoln  subse- 
quently appointed  him  to  a  similar  position  for  the 
Si,\th    Congressional   District    where    he   superin- 


tended the  draft.  In  looking  back  over  a  long 
life,  Judge  Simmons  would  no  doubt  see  where  he 
has  made  mistakes,  .  s  who  can  not,  but  he  would 
have  the  pleasure  of  realizing  that  his  aim  has  ever 
been  toward  that  which  is  noble  and  that  the  ex- 
ample of  his  life  is  one  worthy  to  be  followed. 

On  .lanuar}-  6,  1833,  the  rites  of  wedlock  were 
celebrated  between  Judge  Simmons  and  Miss  Mary, 
daughter  of  Tifnay  and  Mary  (Griswold)  Nettle- 
toff.  Mrs.  Simmons  was  born  in  Penfield  Township, 
Monroe  Count}',  N.  Y.,  possessed  many  virtues  and 
made  a  happ}'  home  for  her  husband  and  children 
until  cailed  from  them  to  the  land  beyond.  She 
breathed  her  last  April  28,  1886,  deepl}-  regretted 
by  a  host  of  friends.  She  had  borne  her  husband 
ten  children,  whose  record  is  as  follows:  Oliver  is 
now  living  in  Petrolia,  Canada;  Andrew,  in  Plain- 
field  Tow nshiii.  this  county;  Henry  E.  was  born 
-lanuaiy  -*K  18."i0,and  died  in  Kansas  City  in  1883, 
Solomon  W.  is  living  in  Juliet;  Olive,  the  second 
child,  died  in  l.slO  when  but  two  years  old; 
Mahala  died  in  1858;  Mary  married  George  Picket 
(see  sketch);  Rosetta  is  the  wife  of  C.  H.  Carson, 
M.  D.,  of  Kansas  City;  Louisa,  wife  of  C.  W. 
Cropsey,  Kansas  City;  Laura  was  the  wife  of  Willis 
lirainard,  of  Fairburv,  Neb.     She  is  deceased. 


3g-JiiL^e 


i<p5^  AMILL  FEWTKKLL.  Many  of  the  mas- 
ter mechanics  who  give  tone  and  solidity 
to  the  manufacturing  industries  of  our 
country  were  born,  reared,  and  educated 
in  their  special  pursuits,  in  busy  England.  Among 
the  number  of  such,  Samuel  Fewtrell,  Superintend- 
ent ui  the  rail  department  of  the  Illinois  Steel 
Works  is  a  notalile  example.  Beginning  at  the 
early  age  of  nine  years  in  a  rolling  mill  in  his  na- 
tive land,  and  continuing  for  forty  years,  step  by 
step  advancing  in  his  chosen  vocation,  he  has 
passed  through  varied  experiences.  His  busy 
life  is  well  worth  recording  and  should  inspire 
others  to  more  persistent  effort.  To  have  a  ])ur- 
pose  in  life  and  to  work  for  its  attainment  is  half 
the  battle. 

Samuel  Fewtrell  was  born   April   20,    1837,  and 
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is  a  son  of  Joseph  Fewtrell,  a  miner  who  was  en- 
gaged at  different  times  in  iron,  stone  and  coal 
mines.  On  the  15th  of  November,  in  the  year  of 
1858.  in  a  large  chapel  in  Wolverhampton,  Eng- 
land, he  was  united  in  marri.age  with  Ann  Biddle, 
who  has  shared  his  joys  and  reverses,  his  home  and 
its  cheer.  To  them  have  been  born  eight  children, 
sis  of  wiiom  are  living.  The  eldest,  who  was 
christened  Tom,  is  engaged  in  the  steel  works  with 
his  father.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Ann  Hewlett,  Mrs.  El- 
len .1.  BlcCormick,  Jessie  Edit!),  Ada  Florence  and 
William  Henry,  are  the  other  surviving  members  uf 
the  family  circle. 

Tn  the  3'ear  1871,  attracted  as  thousands  of  others 
have  been,  b}'  the  wonderful  stories  of  America's 
resources,  possibilities  and  rich  promises  to  the  in- 
dustrious. Mr.  Fewtrell  came  hither,  locating  first 
at  Elmira,  X.  Y.  N'ividly  does  he  remember  his 
landing  in  New  York  among  strangers,  with  but 
twentv-tive  cents  in  his  [lOcket  and  seeking  a  new 
home  with  strange  associations.  He  expended  liie 
small  sum  which  he  possessed  for  stamps  and  pa|)er 
to  acquaint  those  left  behind  with  the  fact  of  his 
safe  arrival,  and  making  his  w.^y  to  Elmira,  lie  at 
once  began  the  course  of  perseverance  that  has 
ever  marked  his  life.  A  few  months  thereafter  we 
find  him  in  l.orkpoit,  X.  V.,  and  March.  187:3.  in 
Joliol.  111. 

When  he  arrivc^il  in  this  city  Mr.  Fewtrell  had 
$7  in  his  pocket  and  a  freight  bill  of  ><17  confront- 
ing him.  He  resolutely  went  to  work  .-is  helping 
heater  in  the  ol<l  iron  mill.  When  the  mill  shut 
down  in  1^74,  he  went  to  California,  where  he  re- 
mained al)out  a  year,  and  thence  to  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
where  he  worked  a  few  months  in  the  Tudor  mills. 
He  next  returned  to  Joliet,  but  in  1877  went  to 
Colorado,  where  he  assisted  in  starting  a  mill  at 
Pueblo,  known  as  Fox's  mill.  He  spent  a  few 
months  in  the  mining  district,  where  he  was  in- 
troduced to  many  new  phases  of  life  and  learned 
a  different  vocalnilarj-  from  that  to  which  he  had 
been  accustomed.  Paradoxical  as  is  the  thought,  he 
can  now  refer  with  pleasure  to  nianj'  unpleasant 
experiences  through  which  he  passed. 

AVhile  in  England  Mr.  Fewtrell  was  never  f.ar- 
Iher  than  forty  miles  from  his  home.  Imt  once 
breathing  the  free  air  of   America,   he   imbibed   its 


spirit  of  restlessness  to  the  full  and  in  his  travels 
we  can  tr.ace  him  south  as  far  New  Orleans,  north  to 
Xorth  Dakota,  and  west  to  the  Pacific,  and  once  on  a 
visit  b.ack  to  sunny  England.  His  wife  partaking 
the  same  spirit  has  three  times  crossed  the  brin}- 
ilcep,  each  time  taking  with  her  four  children.  Al- 
though in  his  native  land  Mr.  Fewtrell  h.ad  received 
wages  of  §4  per  da3' and  in  New  Y'ork  he  received 
but  §2.25.  yet  he  preferred  the  new  home  and  has 
never  regretted  becomingan  American  citizen. 

Mr.  Fewtrell  is  a  Rei)ublicau  in  politics  and  so- 
cially a  member  of  the  Koyal  Arcanum.  He  is  an 
earnest,  energetic  ('itizen,  whose  life  affords  a 
bright  example  of  what  may  be  won  bj'  persistent, 
patient  effort. 


•-^ €-*-» «^ 

ICHOLAS  YONlvER.  On.-  of  the  finest 
/J  farms  in  Florence  Township  is  that  owned 
and  occupied  by  the  gentleman  above 
named  who  has  high  standing  as  ji  man  of  per- 
sonal worth  and  abundant  means.  The  estate  is 
thoroughly  improved,  the  buildings  being  unex- 
celled in  the  township. and  the  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  land  made  [iroiluetive  by  llie  best  means 
known  to  modern  husb;indmen.  It  affords  pleas- 
ure to  note  these  facts  as  the  result  of  persistent 
zeal  and  unflagging  industry  on  the  (lart  of  Mr.Yon- 
ker,  who  was  a  poor  boy,  getting  his  start  in  life 
by  working  on  a  farm  by  the  month.  When  he 
landed  in  this  State  in  1851,  he  hail  but  *;»;  now 
he  is  numbered  among  the  wealthy  agriculturists 
of  the  county. 

The  stock  from  which  Mr.  Y'onker  traces  his  de- 
scent was  Oerman  and  the  family  had  resided  in 
Switzerland  for  generations.  In  that  famed  coun- 
try he  was  born  February  2,  1833,  his  parents  be- 
ing Nicholas  and  Mary  (Marte)  Yonker,  who  spent 
their  entire  lives  in  that,  their  native  land.  They 
were  the  parents  of  six  children  named  respect- 
ively: Nicholas,  Benedict,  Elizabeth,  .Mar^'.  Anna 
Mary  and   Anna. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  reared  in  his  na- 
tive land,  which  he  left  on  becoming  of  age.  to  tr^- 
his  fortune   in  the  Uniteil  States.      ComiuLr   to   Illi- 
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nois  lie  spent  two  and  a  half  years  in  Mokena,  tbis 
county,  after  which  he  returned  to  the  laud  of  his 
liirth.  Ten  months  later  he  came  again  to  America 
and  spent  the  following  year  in  Wilmington,  this 
county.  His  next  place  of  residence  was  Milton 
Township,  where  he  labored  five  years,  going 
thence  to  Peotone  Township  for  a  sojourn  of  two 
\ears.  In  186G  lie  made  settlement  on  section  14, 
Florence  Township,  where  he  still  lives  surrounded 
liy  tiie  comforts  lo  which  his  industry  entitles  him. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Yonker  and  Miss  Anna  K. 
Weyland  was  celebrated  January  7,  18.59,  at  the 
l)ride's  home  near  Wilmington.  She  was  born  in 
Switzerland  and  is  the  dauglitcr  of  Beneilict  Wey- 
land. Her  character  and  .attainments  gain  the  re- 
spect of  those  to  whom  she  is  known  and  many 
friends  testify  to  her  worth.  The  happy  union 
h.as  resulted  in  the  birth  of  eight  sons  and  daugli- 
lers,  of  whom  we  note  the  following.  Albert  mar- 
ried j\Iiss  Isaljella  Gates  and  is  the  father  of  two 
children — Alpha  and  Elmer;  he  resides  with  his 
father  and  is  engaged  in  farming.  George  and 
Frederick  are  deceased.  Mary  became  the  wife  of 
William  Graiumeyer,  a  farmer  of  Jackson  Town- 
sliip,  and  they  have  one  daughter — Louisa.  Frank 
is  dead.  Sarah,  Anna  and  Ollie  are  still  lingering 
liy  the  parental  fireside. 

Mr.  Yonker  is  a  Repulilican  of  the  .strongest 
type.  He  am"  his  family  belong  to  the  Evangelical 
tUiurch  and  endeavor  to  consistently  carry  their 
Christian  l.ielief  into  their  daily  practice,  winning 
thereby,  the  respect  even  of  those  who  disbelieve 
the  grand  tiiiths  of  the  (iospel. 


(IlU.  ORATIO  N.  MARSH.  This  hale  and  vig- 
|lf)\)  orous  old  man  has  spent  a  long  business  life 
iV^'  in  Joliet,  by  whose  citizens  he  is  highly 
(^  honored  and  respected.  lie  came  to  this 
city  in  December,  1835,  Mr.  VV^oodruff  having  been 
licre  a  little  longer  time,  but  no  other  resident  of  so 
e.irly  a  ilale  now  living  here.  Although  nearly 
four-score  years  old  he  carries  on  a  business  in  real 
estate  and  loans,  his  oflico  being  in  Jefferson 
Street,  opposite  the  Court  House.      He  is  a  descend- 


ant from  the  IMarsh  family  that  settled  on  the  Con- 
necticut River  in  1635,  gradually  working  up  the 
stream  until  in  1710  his  immediate  ancestors  lo- 
cated in  Montague  Township,  opposite  Deerfield. 

On  a  farm  there  t^uarius  Marsh,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  was  born  and  there  the  son  also  opened 
his  eyes  to  the  light  on  the  same  farm.  After 
reaching  man's  estate,  Quartus  Marsh  married  Miss 
Sarah  Holt  and  reared  a  family  of  six  children.  He 
was  employed  as  a  farmer,  first  in  his  native  State, 
and  from  1828  to  1835  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y. 
The  family  then  came  to  Illinois,  making  the  jour- 
ney in  tlie  customary  way,  by  canal  and  lake  to  De- 
troit, Mich.,  and  driving  the  rest  of  the  way.  This 
county  was  not  then  organized,  but  the  father  set- 
tled in  what  is  now  Crete  Township,  where  he  lived 
until  called  from  time  to  eternity  in  1850.  The 
mother  survived  her  companion  about  thi'ee  years. 
Of  the  sons  and  daughters  of  this  worthy  couple, 
M.ary  Ann  and  Jonathan  died  in  this  county;  Ed- 
win, Henr}'  and  Francis  now  live  in  Kansas. 

When  the  Marsh  family  came  to  this  county 
Joliet  was  a  village  of  one  hundred  inliabitants. 
Here  the  subject  of  this  notice  engaged  in  the  cab- 
inet business,  having  learned  that  trade  in  the  Em- 
pire State.  He  had  been  born  in  Franklin  County, 
Mass.,  November  15,  18;  2,  and  was  therefore  but 
little  past  his  majority  when  he  began  his  career  in 
the  city  tliat  has  known  him  so  long  and  well. 

When  the  Rock  Island  Railro.ad  was  built  in  1852, 
Mr.  Marsh  took  the  position  of  Ticket  and  Freight 
Agent,  which  he  held  for  thirty-two  years,  or  until 
1884.  when  he  considered  himself  too  old  for  far- 
ther service  in  that  capacitj'.  For  a  time  he  had 
also  transacted  the  express  business.  From  April, 
1863  until  1866,  he  had  been  Postmaster,  going  out 
under  Johnson's  administration.  When  he  resigned 
the  position  tint  he  had  held  for  more  than  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century,  he  embarked  in  the  business  he 
now  carries  on,  being  too  active  in  mind  and  body 
to  wish  to  abandon  the  ranks  of  workers  in  some 
capacity. 

In  Monroe  Count}-,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Marsh  w.ts  united 
in  marriage  with  ^NIiss  i\Iary  Kile  of  that  county, 
who  ilied  in  1840,  leaving  one  son,  William  II.  The 
young  man  gave  his  life  to  his  country's  cause, 
dyini;  a  soldier's  death,  with  his  face  to  the  foe,  in 
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front  of  ^'ic•ksburg,  and  leaving  to  his  sorrowing 
father  the  consolation  that  comes  from  a  knowledge 
of  duty  done  even  at  the  cost  of  life. 

The  second  wife  of  our  subject  was  in  lior  girl- 
liood  Miss  Mar3-  L.  Pond,  slie  also  being  of  Monroe 
County,  N.  Y.  The  union  has  been  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  a  son,  Frank  K..  who  is  representing  the 
Fourth  Ward  in  the  City  Council.  He  married 
Miss  Jennie  R.  Foster,  a  native  of  New  York,  but 
whose  home  was  in  Delavan,Wis.,at  the  time  of  their 
marriage.  Young  Marsh  is  a  well-known  grain 
dealer  of  this  city. 

A  man  so  highly  respected  as  Horatio  N.  Marsh, 
could  not  be  without  opportunities  to  fill  a  |)ublic 
office  and  lie  has  served  .as  the  representative  of  the 
Fourth  Ward  for  five  years.  His  legitimate  affairs 
have  been  sufficient  to  occupj-  liis  time  full}'  and 
politics  have  had  but  little  place  in  his  career.  He 
lielongs  to  the  Presbyterian  Church,  his  probity 
and  life-long  iionest}- are  recognized  by  all,  and  his 
genial  nature  makes  him  po[)ular  wherever  he  is 
known. 


^ 


AJvIFL  BAILEY  and  his  good  wife  are 
among  the  oldest  pioneers  now  living  in 
Will  County.  Coming  here  more  than 
forty  j'ears  ago,  they  have  witnessed  the 
great  change  wrought  by  the  hand  of  man  in 
bringing  it  from  a  state  of  n,ature  to  its  present 
condition  as  one  of  tlie  richest  and  most  highly 
developed  counties  in  Northern  Illinois,  and  they 
may  well  take  pride  in  what  they  liave  done  to 
aid  in  producing  tliis  wonderful  result.  Mr.  Bailey 
is  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  one  of  the  most  pros- 
perous of  that  class  of  people  wlio  have  had  the 
upbuilding  of  Channalion.  where  he  has  had  a 
home  since  he  came  to  this  count} .  and  where  he 
has  a  large  farm  from  whose  broad,  fertile  acres 
he  derives  a  handsome  income. 

Mr.  Bailey  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  from 
which  State  his  parents  took  him  to  a  new  home 
in  the  wilds  of  Ohio,  near  Cincinnati.  He  was 
the  fifth  child  in  a  family  of  nine,  and  when  still 
a    bo}'  he  came    to    Illinois    with    his    fatiier   and 


mother,  who  located  twenty-one  miles  west  of  Dan- 
ville, in  1818.  In  1850,  our  subject  came  to  his 
present  place,  which  then  comprised  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  wild  prairie,  which  he  h,ad 
purchased  of.Iasper  Wilson.  He  put  that  into  a  fine 
state  of  cultivation  by  hard  and  persistent  labor, 
and  ill  time  bought  more  land, purchasing  some  canal 
land  and  now  has  five  hundred  acres, the  most  of 
which  was  bought  in  the  raw  state,  and  is  now  under 
excellent  improvement.  Mr.  Bailej-  is  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial, moneyed  men  of  Channalion,  he  having  at- 
tained this  position  bj-  his  extraordinary  industiy, 
quick  judgment,  and  in  Mic  judicious  management 
of  his  interests.  He  and  his  family  are  well  known 
and  gre.atly  respected  in  this  conimiiuity,  which 
has  been  their  abiding  place  for  so  many  jears, 
and  their  kindness,  tlioughtfulness  and  genial  hos- 
pitality, have  won  them  a  high  place  in  the  regard  of 
the  many  who  know  them.  Mr.  I'.aile}-  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat in  politics,  but  votes  for  the  mco)  in  the  lo- 
cal elections. 

Mr.  Bailey  has  been  twice  married.  He  was 
first  wedded  to  Rebecca  Boardman.  Her  parents 
were  from  the  East,  and  Dr.  A.  Comstock  was  her 
stepfather.  Mrs.  IJailey  died,  leaving  one  son, 
Alexander.  He  is  now  living  in  Missouri  and  is 
married,  and  has  three  children,  two  sons  and 
one  daughter. 

Mr.  Bailey  was  married  to  Mrs.  John  Brown,  his 
[iresent  estimable  wife,  forty-two  years  ago.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  Ransom  and  Sarah  Zarley, 
natives,  respectively,  of  Ohio  and  Kentucky.  Thej' 
were  among  the  earliest  pioneers  of  the  county, 
coming  from  Pike  County,  ( )hio,  where  Mrs. 
Bailey  was  born.  She  w.as  married  when  verj' 
young  to  Mr.  John  Brown,  of  Onondaga  Count}', 
Y.  Y.  Her  liusband  came  to  this  State  with 
Maj.  liouiland,  who  had  married  a  Miss  Brown. 
This  was  in  the  year  of  the  land  sale  and  he 
bought  land  for  other  members  of  the  family,  pur- 
chasing nine  and  one-fouith  sections  in  Jackson 
Township.  Her  husband  died  in  that  pl.ace,  leav- 
ing lier  a  widow  with  three  children,  Sarah, 
iSL'ir\-  and  AVilliam.  wlio  are  all  living  in  .lackson. 
Sarah  is  tlie  widow  of  Frank  Dooley.  She  lives 
near  her  motlier  and  has  eight  fhildren,  five  girls 
and  three  boys.      Mary    is  the  wife  of  Seth  (Gibbon 
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and  they  have  three  chililron,  two  sons  and  one 
daughter.  William  is  married  and  has  five  chil- 
dren, four  sons  and  one  daughter;  he  owns  and 
manages  the  old  John  Brown  homestead,  which 
his  father  bought  at  the  <T0vernment  lan<l  sale  so 
many  years  ago.  Mrs.  Baile3''s  marriage  has  been 
blessed  to  her  and  our  subject  liy  the  birth  of  two 
children;  the  eldest  of  whom  is  Caliiey,  and  Ella, 
wife  of  Henry  Kipp,  of  whom  see  sketch.  C'alncy 
Bailey  resides  on  the  homestead  and  assists  his 
father  in  the  management  of  iiis  fi'rni  laud.  He  is 
an  enterprising,  progressive,  young  man  aud  is 
well  educatt'd.  He  first  attended  the  <listrict 
scliools,  aud  then  pursued  a  fine  commercial  course 
at  Jennings  Seminary.  He  was  married  in  Sep- 
tember, 1.S80,  to  Miss  Hattie  Barnes,  daughter  of 
jNLathcw  and  Mary  J.  (Purdy)  Barnes,  natives  of 
New  Yoric;  they  were  married  there  aud  came 
liei'c  in  the  winter  of  \xi'>7,  and  slill  make  their 
home  m  Jackson  T(_>wusiiip. 

Mrs.  Bailey's  [lareiits  located  on  a  farm  aliout 
two  mik's  snullnvest  of  .loliet,  and  the  place  is 
still  in  the  hands  uf  the  fnujily.  Mrs.  Bailey  can 
well  remember  the  incidents  of  the  Sauk  War  when 
the  Indians  came  through  this  regi<>u  and  chased 
them  from  their  homes.  This  w;is  in  the  spi'ing  of 
the  year  when  the  settlers  were  ]iutting  in  their 
crops  with  their  ehimsy  toiilsand  ox-teams.  AVhile 
thus  w(,irkiug  the_y  received  word  that  the  Indians 
were  on  the  war  path,  and  dropping  their  imple- 
ments on  the  field  lliey  in\mediately  started  with 
their  families  and  in  ox-teams  for  Danville,  all 
the  peoi)le  in  the  county  leaving  exeeptinu'  three 
families  wh.o  were  foolliaivly  enough  to  st.ay  lic- 
hiud  and  wci'e  all  killed  by  the  savages,  excepting 
two  young  girls  who  were  talcen  captives  but  were 
afterwards  recovered  from   the  Indians. 

Among  the  families  thus  leaving  their  home  were 
the  Scotts,  Moores  and  Crntcherfields.  Mr.  Zarlev 
and  his  family  went  "as  far  as  Iroquois,  where  the^y 
met  the  soldiers  going  in  pursuit  of  the  Indians 
aud  they  returned  with  them  as  far  as  where  Jol- 
iel  now  stands,  and  the  soldiers  putting  up  a  block 
house  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  they  remained 
with  them  there  for  awhil<>,  Wlu^u  the  soldiers 
were  ordered  to  join  Scott,  the  Zarleys  returned 
to  Danville,  and    sta\e(l    there  until    the    following 


Seijtember,  when  all  the  families  went  back  to  their 
homes,  the  men  folks  having  gone  there  previously 
to  see  that  everything  was  all  right.  During  their 
stay  in  the  block  house  in  Joliet,  they  had  consid- 
erable fun  over  a  false  alarm  which  was  sent  in  to 
try  the  soldiers,  and  it  found  them  in  a  poor  con- 
dition to  receive  the  enemy.  At  the  time  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Zarle3'  put  their  children  under  the  feather 
bed  in  the  w.agons  and  told  them  to  lie  still,  and 
the  old  gentleman  tof)k  his  gun  and  awaited  the 
coming  of  the  Indians.  Mrs.  Bailey  and  her  sis- 
ters are  the  only  survivors  of  the  scare  who  took 
refuge  in  the  blockhouse  where  Joliet  now  stands, 
she  being  about  ten  years  (ild  at  the  time  and  her 
sister   but  a  baby. 

That  winter  the  pioneers  of  the  county  suffered 
with  hunger  as  they  neglected  to  lay  in  sullicie'-^ 
supplies.  Mr.  Zarley  went  to  Danville  and  got  his 
supplies  for  the  winter,  and  his  neighbors,  the 
Seotts,  Moores,  Bilsons,  and  others  borrowed  of  him 
w  ith  the  expectation  of  paying  back  when  lliey  w'cnt 
for  their  load,  but  an  early  snow  came  aud  pre- 
vented them  fi'oni  going,  and  more  severe  snow 
storms  occurring,  no  one  was  able  to  get  to  Dan- 
ville, so  that  i)rovisions  were  very  scarce.  Mrs. 
r.ailey  s.ays  she  can  well  remember  the  look  of  sor- 
row upon  her  mother's  face  as  she  heard  her  cliil- 
I'ren  crying  for  bread,  almost  starving.  'I'luy  had 
a  little  coi-n  which  they  pouudeii  up  and  each  one 
was  given  a  small  allowance.  They  also  hail  a  few 
(lotatoes  that  were  liaked  in  the  ashes  and  distrib- 
uted amongst  the  almost  starving  children,  the 
older  ones,  Mrs.  F.ailey  and  her  elder  brother,  gen- 
erously allowing  the  younger  ones  to  have  their 
share.  After  that  winter  the  pioneers  got  along 
very  well,  .as  there  were  plenty  of  deer,  prairie 
chickens  and  other  game,  besides  fish  of  a  sn|ier- 
ior  qnalit)'  in  the  rivers, the  settlers  catching  them 
with  a  s|ie!ir  in  the  old  days.  The  Poltawatomies 
living  in  the  country  then  were  fi-iendly  and  John 
Zarley  and  his  elder  brother  nsetl  to  go  hunting 
and  fishing  with  them.  While  the  war  was  being 
w.aged  with  the  Sauks,  they  kept  track  of  the  set- 
tlers' cattle  and  helped  to  get  tliem  together  on 
their  return,  as  they  were  nearly  as  afraid  of  the 
Sauks  as  the  whites  were  themselves. 

The   Zarleys    were    groat    Methodists    going    to 
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meeting  as  often  as  opportunity  ofl'eieiL  often 
going  a  long  distance.  Tliey  made  a  square  box 
and  put  it  on  the  two  front  wheels  of  an  ox  wni^oii, 
in  I  his  they  put  two  split  bottom  ehairsaud  drove- 
1o  nicfliiii;  behind  a  pair  of  oxen.  ( Inc  of  Ihe 
yoiniu'  ladies  who  often  aeeoiii|innicd  llicm  to  the 
i-elii^ious  services,  was  a  Miss  .lolict  [trouii.  for 
whom  the  city   of   .loliet  was  iKimed. 

.«--»-M--^-<sj:^:^ij(^+w-  f^ 

I  IGl'ST  KIimiARDT.  'i'lu  hadin-  nuT- 
■lOI  cantile  establishment  of  liccchcr  is  that 
of  Auaust  Khrhardl.  who  canies  a  vc>ry 
full  line  of  uoods.  well  selccteil  for  the 
needs  of  counti-v  tra<lc.  'I'lic  business  wa-;  brgun 
in  l.ssO.  prior  to  which  time  .Mr.  Khrhanlt  had 
been  engaged  as  clerk  for  August  Sdiiffer.of  Moncc. 
in  whose  emplov  he  had  gained  a  thorouoh  knowl- 
edgc()f  the  ')usiuess.'  Mr.  Khrhardl  i.s  also  Post- 
master. Iiaving  received  liis  a|)poinlment  under 
the  |>resent  administration.  He  is  well  and  fa\or- 
.■dily  known  as  a  man  of  upright  i-iiarai-tcr.  nioie 
ihan  (jrdinary  intelligence,  anil  an  abiiudaiuT  of 
cini-iiV  in  whatever  ho  undertakes.  He  is  active 
in  local  politics,  voting  the  Republican  ticket  ;it:dl 
times,  and  his  fellow. citizens  have  callc(J  for  liis 
services  in  various  local  ollices.  He  and  hi>  good 
wife  belong  to  the  Lutheran  Church. 

i\[r.  Khrhardt  comes  of  good  old  German  fam- 
ilies, the  home  of  both  ancestral  lines  being  in 
Saxony.  His  father,  Christoph  Ehrhardt,  was 
reared  as  a  farmer  and  after  his  marriage  took  up 
for  himself  that  occupation.  His  wife  was  Jliss 
Sophia  Werner,  who  was  reared  in  the  same  neigh- 
borhood as  himself.  To  thera  were  born  two  sons 
aixl  two  daughters,  with  whom  they  set  sail  from 
Bremerhaven  in  duly,  18.54,  on  the  sailing  vessel 
"Susannah."  After  a  tedious  vo3-age  of  eight  weeks 
landing  was  made  at  Baltimore,  whence  the  family 
came  to  Chicago.  The  father  chose  a  location  in 
Monee  Township,  Cook  County,  and  there  the  fam- 
ily lived  on  a  small  farm  for  some  years.  The 
parents  then  settled  in  Blue  Island,  where  both 
died,  the  father  passing  away  in  1872,  at  the  age  of 
sevent3--six  j-cars  and  the  mother  surviving  until 


188II,  she  being  then  sevenl3'-eight  years  old. 
Both  were  life-long  members  of  the  lAitheran 
Churcli  in  llu'  tenets  of  which  they  reared  their 
chiMicn.  These  all  sur\i\'(>.  are  marrieil  and  have 
families. 

The  subject  of  Ibis  sketch  is  the  .■Idesl  member 
of  the  parental  family  and  was  born  in  Saxon^', 
<;eniiany.  April  :lil.  Is  10.  He  received  a  good 
education  in  his  native  laiul  duiing  his  early  bo}'- 
hood,  and  .-ifter  ai-compan\ing  his  parents  to 
America,  attended  schools  in  this  State,  acquiring 
;ui  excellent  knowledge  of  the  Knglish  language. 
He  was  living  in  \\"\\\  County  when  he  became  of 
au;e  and  was  oc(aipied  with  a^ricnlLural  pursuits 
iirdil  after  the  breakini;  out  of  the  Civil  War.  In 
1  sr,-_'  he  wasiairolled  iu  Company  I),  Ijghty-second 
Illinois  [iilaidry.  his  coinpany  .and  reginicnl  Ix'iiig 
under  the  command  of  Ca];t.  Miller  and  Col. 
Heckea'.  Jlewas  mustered  int(j  service  at  Camp 
Iiutlci-,  and  in  Octolicr  went  to  the  front,  lirst 
nUH'ting  the  enem\  at  ('h.ancellorsville.  The  next 
heavy  engagement  in  which  he  partici|iated  was  at 
(Gettysburg,  and  he  afterwards  bore  his  part  in  the 
tei-rible  conllicls  of  Loolcout  Mountain  and  Mis- 
sionary Uiilge.  Ho  was  one  of  the  gallant  si.xty 
thousand  who  marched  with  Sherman  from  Atlanta 
to  the  sea  and  iiac'k  through  the  Caroliuas  to  Wash- 
ington, and  with  other  members  of  Ilecker's  regi- 
nu'nt  was  known  to  otiicers  and  comrades  as  a 
faithfid  and  plucky  soldier.  He  escaped  injury 
and  was  able  to  report  f<ir  duty  every  day  until 
the  last  gnu  was  lired,  when  he  w'as  honorabi}'  dis- 
charged at  Chicago  and  mustered  out.  of  service 
at  Cam|)  Douglas.  Coming  at  once  to  Monee,  this 
County,  ho  began  his  clerkship,  which  he  continued 
until  he  established  the  business  in  which  he  is  now 
engaged. 

The  lady  to  whose  fine  character  and  housewifcl}' 
skill  Mr.  Ehrhardt  owes  the  joy  and  comfort  of 
his  home  life,  was  known  in  her  maidenhood  as 
.Miss  Louisa  Klein.  .She  was  born  dune  "it!,  181.'), 
in  IIesse-Darmsta<U,  Gernumj',  her  |)arents,  August 
and  Madeline  (Boehl)  Klein,  being  natives  of  the 
same  province.  In  ISJG  they  leftthcir  nativ(^  land 
to  make  a  home  in  the  New  World,  sailing  from 
I'.remerhaven  accom|)anied  by  four  children.  After 
some  weeks  they  landed  at  Xew  York  City  whence 
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tliey  journeyed  1)V  river,  canal  and  lakes  to  CMii- 
cago.  Later  tiicy  located  at  Blue  Island,  and  still 
later  settled  on  a  farm  in  Cooper's  Grove,  where 
they  remained  some  years.  Tiiey  then  purchased  a 
farm  in  Monee  Township,  Will  County,  where 
they  erected  a  comfortable  dwelling  in  which  they 
lived  until  after  the  death  of  Mrs.  Klein,  which 
occurred  when  she  was  forty-five  years  old.  Mr. 
Klein  subsequently  went  to  ^Missouri.  d\ing  there 
when  about  seventy -six  years  of  nge.  lie  and  his 
wife  belonged  to  the  Lutheran  Ciiurch.  Their 
dauuhter,  now  Mrs.  Ehrhardt,  lieing  scarcely  mure 
than  an  infant  wlien  they  crossed  the  briny  deei). 
was  reared  in  Cook  County.  111.,  and  there  ob- 
tained her  education.  Her  hajipy  union  with  our 
subject  has  been  blest  with  the  birth  of  two  cliil- 
(h^Lni — Arthur  and  Carl — who  have  been  educated 
in  the  public  schools  and  who  are  still  living  under 
tlie  parental  roof. 

As  a  representative  citizen  <.>f  Will  County,  we 
are  pleased  to  present  on  another  [lage  of  the 
Ai.niM  a  lithograiiliic  portrait  of   ^Ir.  Ehrhardt. 

^ipXOBLE  -lONlvS.  The  tastes  of  men  give 
I  I/I  '''■'''^'  ^"  ^"•^'■''^*^  wants  and  occupations.  Some 
^//L  find  their  enjoyment  in  tlu;  bustle  of  the 
bu.S}'  haunts  of  men,  and  some  amid  the  less  ex- 
citing scenes  of  rural  life,  while  others  combine 
the  two.  The  latter  is  the  case  witli  the  subject  of 
this  liiogra|ihical  notice,  wlio  spends  his  days 
among  the  bulls  and  bears  of  tlu'  Chicago  Hoard 
of  Trade  and  in  the  turmoil  of  the  great  cit^'.  while 
the  bonis  not  occu|)ied  in  etforts  to  increase  his 
store  of  worldly  goods  are  given  to  rural  pleasures 
and  domestic  joys  -'far  from  the  madding  crowd." 
His  home  is  in  Mokena,  whence  he  goes  to  Chicago 
everv  morning,  returning  at  night,  as  regularly  .as 
clock  work,  never  having  been  left  in  thirteen 
years.  Eor  the  i)ast  decade  he  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Ciiicago  Board  of  Trade,  and  has  become 
tlic  largest  receiver  among  the  heavy  dealers  so 
))rominent  tliere.  His  shrewdness  is  unquestioned, 
and  minor  dealers  who  could  get  a  "tip"  from  Nol)le 
•lones   would   consider  themselves  very   fortunate. 


The  .Tones  family  is  of  Welsh  descent,  and  the 
more  immediate  progenitors  of  our  subject  were 
natives  of  New  England.  His  grandfather,  Weslej' 
Jones,  was  born  in  ^'ermont,  whence  he  removed 
to  Connecticut,  in  which  State  his  son  Wtsle}',  the 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  1800.  The 
same  year  the  elder  .Tones  removed  to  Canada, 
m.aking  a  settlement  in  liarnstone  Township,  County 
Staudstead.  He  owned  and  operated  a  large  farm, 
and  the  son  was  reared  amid  rural  surroundings. 
He  learned  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith,  following  it 
in  Canada  until  1837,  wiicn  he  removed  to  Arca- 
dia, Wayne  County,  X.  Y..  and  in  that  town  con- 
tinued his  occupation  several  years.  In  1841  he 
came  tu_Will  County,  111.,  locating  in  Homer  Town- 
ship, where  he  sojourned  but  a  j'ear  ere  removing 
to  Orland  Township.  Cook  County.  There  he 
purchased  and  improved  an  eight}' -acre  farm,  upon 
which  he  resided  until  his  death,  in  1880,  engaged 
in  the  peaceful  vocation  of  a  farmer. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  w.as  Abigail,  daughter 
of  William  Barnes,  and  was  born  in  Hillsboro, 
.Alass.  Her  father,  win;  had  previously  kept  an 
liotel  in  Boston,  removed  to  Barnstone,  Canada, 
during  her  early  life,  and  engaged  in  farming  there. 
The  homes  of  (irandfather  .Tones  ami  Grandfather 
Barnes  were  l.uit  a  mile  apart,  and  when,  in  1882, 
our  suliject  revisited  his  birthiilace,  he  was  able 
from  the  descriptions  given  him  to  locate  both 
[ilaces.  fi  rand  father  Barnes  and  his  wife  were 
brought  to  Illinois  in  18.54,  and  both  died  at  the 
liome  of  his  father.  ^Nlrs.  Wesley  Jones  was  the 
mother  of  six  children,  he  of  whom  we  write  being 
the  ^-oungest.  Cyrus  died  in  New  York;  Wesley 
is  now  living  in  Wetmore.  Kan.;  William  is  farm- 
ing in  Frankfort  Township,  this  county;  Wright 
lives  in  Portland,  Ore.;  Abigail,  Mrs.  Cross,  lives 
in  Wetmore,  Kan.  The  mother  passed  away  in 
Mokena  in  l«81.at  the  .advanced  age  of  eight}- 
years. 

Noble  Jones  was  born  in  Barnstone,  Canada, 
November  1(1,  is:ll,and  was  therefore  about  three 
ye.ars  old  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to 
Arcadia,  N.  Y.  The  journey  was  accomplished 
with  a  team  and  wagon,  and  during  the  few  years 
which  followed  the  little  lad  enjoyed  the  privi- 
lege  of   attending    the  common    schools.     The  re- 
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moval  to  Illinois  taking  place  when  lie  was  ten 
years  old,  is  well  remembered  by  liim,  and  the  ride 
on  the  canal  to  Buffalo  and  on  a  steamer  to  Chi- 
cago were  enjoyed  as  none  but  a  hearty  1)0\'  could 
enjoy  such  a  trip.  The  city  wiiicli  is  now  the 
scene  of  Mr.  .Tones'  labors,  presented  an  uninviting 
appearance  when  Die  family  reached  it.  consisting 
as  it  did  of  a  few  unpretentious  dwellings  and 
places  of  Ijusiness,  around  which  stretched  the  low 
ground  which  well  deserved  the  name  of  mud  hole. 
From  Chicago  the  family  came  to  Will  Count3' 
with  teams,  and  liere  our  subject  passed  one  3'ear. 

Cook  County  tlicu  became  the  home  of  the 
Jones  family,  and  our  subject  was  obliged  to 
go  three  miles  to  school.  The  old-fashioned  log 
schoolhouse  with  slab  benches  and  puncheon  floor 
was  the  scene  of  his  educational  efforts,  and  tiie 
schools  were  kept  up  by  subscription.  Like  other 
farmers'  sons  young  Jones  was  earl3'  set  to  work, 
!-i)on  presenting  the  ap|)earance  of  the  "barefoot 
li(iy  with  cheek  of  tan"  who  maj'  be  ^acn  on  man}' 
a  t:uin.  When  thirteen  years  old  he  began  driv- 
ing a  liicnking  team,  consisting  of  seven  yoke  of 
oxen.  'I'liree  ^-ears  later  he  found  work  as  a  team- 
ster foi-  the  Rock  Island  Railroad  Compan}'.  which 
was  then  [lutting  its  line  to  Mokeua.  He  received 
¥l."25  per  da}-  for  himself  and  team,  a  day's  work 
being  twelve  hours. 

In  tiie  spring  of  18.')2,  when  eigliteen  years  ohl. 
Noble  .lones  and  his  brotiier  Wright  rigged  up  a 
mule  team  and  staj-ted  to  California.  Making 
their  wny  to  Council  Bluffs,  the}-  joined  eighteen 
others  in  a  caravan  which  traveled  along  the  north 
liank  of  the  I'latte  River  to  Ft.  Laramie,  thence 
along  the  North  Platte,  taking  .Sublet's  Cut-off,  and 
thence  through  the  So\ith  Pass  to  the  Golden 
Stale.  Thice  times  tlie  train  was  attacked  by  the 
Pawnees,  who  were  very  hostile  at  that  time,  and 
all  considered  it  wonderful  that  they  escajied  being 
nia.ssacred.  At  Loupe  Fork  and  the  two  follow- 
ing camping  places,  only  the  bold  front  they  pre- 
sented to  the  savages  presented  so  ilire  a  catastro- 
phe. As  their  own  animals  were  wild,  and  gun- 
shots would  have  stamjieded  them,  they  did  not 
dare  shoot,  but  depended  upon  their  a|)pearance 
of  preparation  and  fearlessness,  whicli  fortunately 
proved    sutlicient    to    save    their   lives.      The  only 


weapon  possessed  by  our   subject  during  these  try- 
ing scenes  was  a  long  range  rifle. 

The  train  arrived  in  Sacramento  seventy-three 
days  after  leaving  Council  Bluffs,  and  Mr.  .lones 
found  work  upon  a  farm,  beginning  his  labors  at 
^75  per  month,  and  receiving  |)125  before  he 
abandoned  them.  His  only  experience  in  mining 
was  during  three  days,  when  he  was  visiting  in  the 
mountains.  After  remaining  on  the  slope  two 
years  Mr.  Jones  returned  via  the  Nicaraugua  route, 
the  steamer  "Sierra  Nevada"  carrying  him  from 
SanFrancisco  to  the  Isthmus,  and  the  "Star  of  the 
West"  being  his  home  during  the  Atlantic  voyage. 
The  last  named  vessel  was  the  first  I)oat  fired  at 
Charleston  during  the  late  war.  Mr.  Jones  was 
working  on  a  farm  six  miles  from  S.acramento 
when  that  city  was  Ijurned,  and  also  when  it  was 
"drowned  "  by  the  overflow  of  the  Sacramento 
River. 

'Slv.  Jones  comiileted  his  journe}'  from  New 
York  to  Mokeiia  liy  rail,  the  ro.ad  to  the  latter 
place  having  been  ttnished  in  his  absence.  For  a 
short  time  he  carried  on  his  father's  place,  then 
bought  eighty  acres  of  raw  land  in  F"rankfort 
Township,  upon  which  he  broke  ground,  made  var- 
ious im|)roveraents  and  settled  down  to  farming. 
He  devoted  himself  to  that  vocation  two  years, 
meeting  with  an  ordinary  degree  of  success,  and 
he  then  built  a  steam  mill  in  Mokena,  and  for  two 
years  engaged  in  Hour  and  saw  milling  as  a  member 
of  the  Arm  of  Cross  &  Jones.  This  venture  did 
not  prove  successful,  but  on  the  contrary  swal- 
lowed u[)  all  the  previous  earnings  of  Mr.  Jones, 
an<l  he  therefore  abandoned  it  for  another  Held  of 
labor. 

In  1S.').S  Mr.  C.  Rowley  engaged  our  subject  to 
<;o  with  him  to  Pike's  Peak,  Colo.,  to  start  and 
carry  on  a  sawmill,  agreeing  to  pay  him  -t'jO  per 
month  for  his  services.  When  the  two  arrived  at 
.Vtchison.  Kan..  Mr.  Rowley  concluded  to  start 
the  business  on  the  Missouri  River  at  that  point 
instead  of  going  to  the  destination  which  they  had 
had  in  view.  Mr.  Jones  therefore  became  Super- 
intendent of  the  sawmill  at  Atchison,  having  charge 
of  the  sawing  and  rafting  of  logs  and  every  other 
detail  of  the  business.  He  was  joined  by  bis  wife 
and  child,  and   continued   to  reside  in  the  (Jardeii 
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.Stale  until  1863.  when  he  returned  to  Illinois. 
For  a  twelvemonth  he  carried  on  his  fatiier'.s  farm, 
;uid  then,  taking  up  his  abode  in  Mokena,  he  began 
buying  grain  and  shipping  it  to  Chicago.  Du,  ing 
the  next  two  years  he  was  fairly  successful,  and  he 
then  opened  an  estalilislinient  for  the  sale  of  agri- 
cultural implements. 

The  new  venture  of  IMr.  Jones  proved  to  be  one 
in  which  liis  good  judgment  and  business  tact 
found  room,  and  during  the  next  twelve  years  he 
made  njoncy.  He  closed  out  his  large  trade  at  the 
riglit  time,  in  1878,  and  going  to  Chicago,  cnga<jed 
in  llie  cninuiission  business  and  secured  a  member- 
sliip  on  the  linard  of  Trade.  So  successful  have 
been  his  operations  tliat  liis  name  lias  become  well 
known  to  all  who  are  interested  in  the  working  of 
the  Board.  His  son  and  son-in-law  are  with  him 
as  assistants,  and  six  other  men  are  employed  by 
him  in  his  olHce.  I  lis  dwelling  in  Mokena  is  a 
commodious  one.  furnished  in  a  style  suited  to  his 
means  and  the  cultured  tasics  of  the  occupants, 
and  snpplied  with  every  means  for  the  added  cul- 
ture and  enjoyment  of  the  family. 

The  lad\'  with  whoni  Jlr.  .Tones  was  united  in 
marriage,  was  born  in  Solon,  X.  Y..  and  bore  tiie 
maiden  name  of  Clarissa  V>.  Farley.  Her  father, 
lienjamin  Farley,  was  an  early  settler  in  Lockport, 
III.,  following  the  trade  of  a  car|)enter  and  joiner. 
Mrs.  .lones  was  orfihaned  when  a  j'oung  girl,  and 
early  liegan  to  make  her  own  way  as  a  .teacher. 
She  was  educated  in  Indiana,  and  in  that  State 
Itegan  her  wedded  life,  lier  marriage  rites  being 
celeliraled  duly  25,  18.35,  in  tlie  town  of  West 
Creek.  She  is  a  gifted  and  accomplished  woman, 
whose  charming  hospilalit}'  is  never  forgotten  Ijy 
thiise  who  once  enjoy  it.  She  is  the  mother  of  six 
children,  i.if  whom  four  survive — Charles  II..  the 
llrst-born,  ilie<l  in  1S77,  at  the  .age  of  twenty  j'ears; 
F.dward  S.  makes  his  home  in  Chicago,  being  with 
his  father  in  business;  Emma  married  Walter  Met- 
calf,  and  their  home  is  in  Normal  Park,  Cook 
County;  r)clle  and  Bertha  are  still  at  home.  The 
sons  anrl  daughters  have  had  fine  advantages,  and 
their  minds  and  manners  do  credit  to  the  care 
whicli  ha>  been  bestowed  upon  them,  and  afford 
good  ground  for  parental  i)ri<le. 

Mr.  Jones  was  i'resident  of   the  lioard  of  Trus- 


tees at  Mokena  for  three  years  and  then  resigned 
the  otllee.  In  1856  he  cast  a  Presidential  ballot 
for  John  Charles  Fremont,  and  since  that  date  has 
been  an  active  supporter  of  the  Republican  party. 
He  possesses  agreeable  manners,  a  jovial  and 
friendly  nature,  and  is  one  of  those  fortunate  men 
who,  when  business  hours  are  over,  can  thoroughly 
enjoj'  the  comforts  and  luxuries  by  which  they  are 
surrounded,  and  the  many  pleasures  which  their 
abundant  means  can  procure.  Mrs.  Jones  is  a  con- 
sistent member  of  the  Metiiodist  Episcopal  Church. 


v^EOPGE  W.  DUNLAP,  tlie  son  of  a  pioneer 
l||  j- — ,  of  Will  County-,  who  has  himself  done  much 
Vi^^j  pioneer  work  in  the  improvement  of  his  fine 
farm  on  section  36,  Wheatland  Township,  maj-  well 
be  classed  among  the  jiioneers  of  this  part  of  Illi- 
nois. He  is  a  native  of  Sullivan  County,  N.  Y., 
and  was  born  April  3,  1845.  He  is  a  son  of  Wilson 
and  Phicba  (Ilollid.ay)  Dunlap,  natives  of  New 
York  State.    The  father's  family  is  of  Scotch  origin. 

In  1853,  the  parents  of  our  subject  emigrated  to 
this  county  and  his  father  farmed  here  as  a  renter  for 
a  number  of  years.  He  finall}'  settled  on  a  farm  of 
his  own  in  DuPagc  Township,  and  subsequentlj' 
removed  to  Plain  field  and  resided  there  a  number 
of  years.  Later  he  and  his  wife  retired  from  active 
life  to  the  home  of  his  daughter,  ]\Irs.  Albert  Tyler, 
of  Wheatland  Township,  and  he  is  still  an  inmate 
of  her  household  and  is  now  in  his  seventy-sixth 
year.  In  the  month  of  June,  18.S8,  his  faithful 
wife,  wlio  had  borne  with  him  the  labors  of  their 
early  jears  and  had  shared  with  him  the  joys  and 
sorrows  of  a  long  wedded  life,  was  removed  from 
his  side  b}-  the  hand  of  death.  B3'  that  marriage 
he  became  the  father  of  seven  children,  of  whom 
the  following  four  survive:  Eugene,  residing  in 
Lockport  Townsiiip;  Mrs.  Tyler,  of  Wheatland 
Township;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Henry  Walker,  of 
Iroquois  County,  and  our  subject.  The  father  is  a 
stanch  Democrat  in  politics. 

George  Dunlap,  of  wliom  we  write,  was  a  young 
lad  when  he  came  to  this  county  and  here  he  was 
reared  to  a  stalwart  manhood  under  the  influences 
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of  i)ioneer  life.  His  education  was  cornluctCHl  in 
the  district  scliools  of  the  earlj'  daj^s,  and  lie  gained 
a  thoiougli  knowledge  of  farming  in  ail  its  brandies 
under  the  guidance  of  his  fatlier.  and  lias  always 
followed  that  calling. 

In  the  month  of  August,  IsGi'.  Mr.  Dimlap  was 
uiiirricd  to  Mrs.  Atla  Katou.  widow  of  IIcnr_v  Eaton, 
of  Wheatland  Township,  and  a  daughter  iif  .1.  !'.. 
King,  of  DuPage  Township,  of  whom  a  sketch  ap- 
pears in  this  Alui.m.  Of  their  uiiiou  four  children 
have  lieen  horn,  of  whom  three  aie  now  living: 
James  \V..  Ida.  Affa  and  Kmrna.l.  I!\  her  lirst  mar- 
riajje  with  Ilcnry  Katon.  Mrs.  Dunhip  liail  one 
daughter.  Alice. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ijunlap  are  highU'  regarded  in  this 
comnuinit}'  for  their  great  personal  worth  and  in 
tlieir  home,  comfort  and  hosiiitalily  aliides.  Mr. 
Dunlap  carries  on  his  affairs  with  wisdom  and  in 
his  dealings  with  others  is  honest  and  fair.  lie  is 
sincerely  rcligicius  atid  the  Methodist  Epi,«copal 
Church  finds  in  him  uuc  of  its  most  consistent  and  | 
conscientious  meniljcrs.  His  strong  temperance 
views  shaiie  his  politics  .and  he  is  identilied  witli  the 
I'roliiliitiou  |iarty.  He  lias  served  as  a  School  I)i- 
rcctiM'.  and  all  things  that  will  in  any  wa\'  advance 
the  educational  interests  of  the  township  or  elevate 
societ3%  find  favor  with  him. 


JILLIAM  BKHOK.MLVLR.  It  would  need 
but  a  casual  glance  over  his  estate,  even 
^  ^.  fixiin  one  iinaoipiainted  with  the  relative 
value  of  soils  and  unaccustomed  to  farm  life,  to 
recognize  the  fact  that  the  above-named  gentleman 
is  a  thorough  agriculturist.  The  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  in  the  southwest  (Quarter  of  section  K!, 
Washington  Township,  are  so  well  improved  and 
kejit  in  such  excellent  order  as  to  attract  the  atten- 
tion of  all  p.assers-b_v  and  lead  all  to  agree  in  their 
verdict  regarding  the  owner.  Mr.  Bredemeyer  was 
one  of  tiie  carl}- settlers  in  this  vicinity,  but  having 
come  to  stay  he  put  forward  his  best  efforts  to  make 
of  his  home  one  of  the  best  farms  in  2s'ortliern 
Illinois. 

Before  outlining  the  life-history  of  our  subject 


it  will  not  be  amiss  to  devote  a  brief  space  to  that 
of  his  ancestors.  His  grandfather,  Christopher 
Bredemeyer.  and  his  father,  William,  Sr.,  were  of 
old  (German  stock  and  born  in  Algesdiuf,  Germany. 
There  father  and  son  w-ere  engaged  in  farming,  and 
hot  li  were  noted  for  their  great  strength  anil  massive 
frames.  William  Bredemeyer  was  ovEr  seven  feet 
in  heigh  I  and  of  proiiortionate  weight.  He  lived 
to  be  more  tli;iii  four-score  j-cars  old, while  his  father 
reached  the  ailvanced  age  of  ninety-three  years. 
Both  were  life-long  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Chureh.  William  Bredemeyer,  Sr.,  married  a  lady 
who  betanie  the  mother  of  two  children,  our  subjet't 
and  his  --istcr  Mary,  who  lived  and  died  in  Germany. 
The  mother  was  possessed  of  remarkable  [ilivsical 
strength  and  a  disposition  and  cliaractcr  wc^rthy  of 
rememliraiice  by  her  posterity.  "When  in  the  [irime 
of  life  she  was  stricken  b}'  a  fever  and  after  a  short 
illness  breathed  her  last,  leaving  our  sul)ject  mother- 
less before  he  was  eight  3'ears  old. 

The  subject  of  this  biograijical  notice  was  born 
.lunc  ;).  1824,  in  Algersdorf,  Germany,  and  pas.-cd 
his  boyhood  and  youth  in  his  native  laml.  In  181."), 
while  he  yet  lacked  some  months  of  having  1  cached 
his  majority,  he  leftTiremerhaven  on  a  sailing  ves- 
sel bound  for  New  York.  After  a  voyage  of  si.\ 
weeks  a  landing  was  made  and  the  voung  man  con- 
tinued his  journey  to  Chicago.  111.  He  s|ient  ten 
_years  in  Cook  Countv,  always  engaged  in  farm 
labi^r.  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  jieriod  obtained 
from  the  (iovernment  the  land  which  he  now  owns 
anil  Occupies.  A.  decided  change  has  taken  place 
in  its  aspect  and  surroundings  since  he  took  posses- 
sion of  it  in  18.31,  and  the  change  is  highlv  credit- 
alile  to  him  who  has  made  the  desert  blossom  as  the 
rose. 

In  Cook  County  -Mr.  Bredemeyer  made  the  .ac- 
ipiaintance  of  Miss  .So|)hia  Heesen,  an  industrious 
and  worthy  young  woman  who  was  gaining  a  live- 
lihood as  a  domestic.  Her  good  qualities  won  his 
regard,  which  was  reciprocated  and  thej'  became 
man  and  wife.  Mrs.  Bredemeyer  was  born  in 
Repen.  Germany,  Feliruaty  17,  1827,  and  began  to 
earn  her  own  living  when  quite  j'oung,  having  lost 
her  parents.  In  18U),  she  crossed  the  briny  deep 
alone  to  make  a  home  for  herself  in  .a  foreign  land. 
She  is  the  mother  of  fifteen  children,  three  of  whom 
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died  in  infancy'  and  the  son,  Henry,  at  the  age  of 
tweuty-six  years.  The  living  members  of  the  fam- 
ily are  William,  Jr.,  a  farmer  at  Barnsville,  Clay 
County,  Minn.;  .lohn,  who  married  a  lady  of  Min- 
nesota and  is  living  in  Clay  County ;  Sophia,  wife 
of  William  Ileeht,  a  farmer  of  the  same  county; 
Cliristoiili.  who  is  f.irmiiig  in  ttie  same  county  and 
in  that  State  married  a  native  of  Saxony;  Fred, 
who  is  still  at  home  and  iielps  to  manage  the  farm; 
Maiy.  wife  of  John  Meyer,  of  Crown  Point,  Ind., 
and  'i  traveling  salesman;  Christ,  who  is  unmar- 
ried and  working  in  Chicago;  Louisa  and  Herman, 
at  home;  Amelia,  who  is  living  in  Chicago;  and 
Emma,  at  hum?.  All  the  children  are  self-support- 
ing and  inherit  the  industrious  habits  and  thrifty 
ways  of  their  parents. 

.Mr.  Rredemeyer  is  a  believer  in  and  a  supporter 
(if  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  iiart\-.  He  and 
his  wife  belong  to  the  Lutheran  Cluirch. 


\1i-^  ON.  AMOS  SAVAGE.  Few  words  are 
[fjji  needed  in  introducing- Mr.  Savage  to  the 
t)-^  people  of  Will  County,  as  his  name  has 
(^)  been  familiar  to  the  great  jiortion  of  them 
for  many  years.  He  has  long  been  identified  with 
the  best  interests  of  this  section  and  has  fairlj' 
earned  his  title  of  Honorable  b^y  services  in  the 
Illinois  Legislature,  where  he  acq\iitte<l  himself 
with  his  usual  good  judgment  and  efliciencv.  He 
is  a  man  of  fine  taltnts  and  that  solid  strength  of 
character  which  has  gained  him  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  all  with  wliora  lie  has  had  dealings.  The 
friend  of  progress  and  education,  he  has  carried 
out  his  ideas,  especially  in  his  own  family,  giving 
to  his  children  the  advantages  which  will  fit  them 
for  taking  their  positions  in  life  as  good  an<l  use- 
ful members  of  the  community.  The  home  of  Mr. 
Savage  and  his  surroundings  indicates  in  a  marked 
manner  the  qualities  of  character  which  have 
shown  conspicuously  in  all  the  relations  of  life. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  is  the  offspring  of  ex- 
cellent ancestr}',  supposed  to  have  originated  in 
luigland.  His  father.  Deacon  Levi  .Savage,  was 
born  in   Washington   County,  X.    Y.,  January  28, 


1799,  and  his  mother,  who  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Alilenda  Streetor,  was  a  native  of  the  same 
county-  .as  her  husband  and  less  than  a  montli  his 
junior,  her  birth  taking  place  February  20,  of  the 
same  year.  They  were  reared  in  their  native 
count}'  and  married  at  Granville,  Januarj-  27,  1822, 
Soon  afterward  they  settled  in  Clinton  County, 
that  State,  but  only  remained  there  three  years, 
returning  then  to  Washington  County  where  they 
resided  about  eigiit  years. 

In  June,  1833,  the  parents  of  Mr.  Savage  came 
to  this  county,  locating  near  .loliet,  where  they  re- 
mained until  the  s|)ring  of  1834.  The  father  then 
took  \\\)  land  o.i  sei'tion  2S,  Homer  Township, 
from  which  he  constructed  a  comfortable  home- 
stead whei'o  he  sojourned  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred February  14,  ISS.j.  The  mother  is  still 
living  and  although  having  arrived  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-two  years,  retains  her  faculties  to  a 
remarkable  degree. 

Deacon  Savage  was  a  man  possessing  strong 
traits  of  character  and  was  not  easil}'  turned  from 
bis  convictions  when  he  felt  assured  that  he  was 
right.  He  was  a  stanch  Abolitionist,  totally  op- 
jiosed  to  the  --peculiar  institution"  of  slaver}-  and 
for  many  years  w.as  a  Deacon  in  the  Congregational 
Church.  His  home  was  the  resort  of  man}-  noted 
characters,  where  his  hospitality  and  genuine  kind- 
ness of  heart  made  everyone  feel  welcome  and  at 
home.  The  hciusehold  circle  included  eight  chil- 
dren, five  of  whom  lived  to  nuiture  years.  Han- 
nah W.  died  nnniairied  when  about  forty  years  of 
nge :  Helen  L.  was  the  wife  of  Dwiglit  Haven,  a 
sketch  of  whom  will  be  found  on  another  page  in 
this  volume.  Emily  is  the  wife  of  William  II. 
Lanfear  of  Homer  Township;  Edward  is  a  resident 
of  Sioux  Falls.  S.  D.;  Amos,  our  subject,  is  the 
youngest  born.  The  elder  children  died  when 
quite  young. 

Mr.  Savage  of  whom  we  write  was  born  in  what 
is  now  Homer  Township,  June  18,  1836,  and 
therein  he  has  spent  his  entire  life.  His  boyhood 
d.ays  were  nnmaiked  b}-  anything  esiiecially  no- 
ticeable, he  attending  the  district  school  an;l  as- 
sisting his  father  in  the  ligiiter  labors  of  the  farm. 
He  chose  agriculture  for  his  vocation  in  life,  as 
best    suited  to    his  tastes    and    capacities,    being 
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tlioroiiglil\'  iuibiied  with  the  scntiiiK'nl  lh;il  this 
calling  properly  carried  uii.  was  sccoml  in  iliiiiiity 
to  none  on  the  face  of  till' cartli.  He  rcmaincii  a 
nicnibcr  of  the  parental  lidusi'liohl  nulil  his  mar 
riau'o.  which  occurred  at  J.ciiuiiit.  C'nok  County, 
this  Slate,  February  25,  IsOl,  tlie  bride  being  Miss 
Mary  L..  daughter  of  Asahel  and  Catlierine  ((ieil- 
des)  Slate. 

After  his  return  from  the  army  the  ynunL;  [»■<>- 
pie  commenced  their  weddeil  life  tugeiheron  tlieir 
own  farm  hi  Homer  Townshi|).  and  Mr.  Savaue 
operated  successfully  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil  while  at 
the  same  lime  he  grew  in  favor  with  his  fellow  citi- 
zens, interesting  himself  in  the  enterprises  calcn- 
lati'd  tu  innmote  the  general  good  of  the  commun- 
ity. Hi-  iir.st  public  service  was  as  Supervisor  (jf 
Homer  'I'ownship.  to  which  he  was  elected  in 
April,  l.HfH,  ;'.nd  which  olllce  he  resigned  in  order 
to  proffer  his  services  in  the  prt'servation  of  the 
union.  He  enlisted  as  a  private  August  .').  IfSCil. 
in  Comiian}-  G.  Thirt\'-ninth  Illinois  Infantry,  and 
not  long  afterward  was  given  the  commission  of 
Second  Lieutenant  which  was  succeeded  July  20, 
1,S(52,  by  his  promotion  to  a  First  Lieutenancy. 
Still  advancing,  he  was  presented  July  11.  isiil, 
with  a  CaiJtain's  commission  and  served  in  this 
cajiacity  until  October  28,  following,  when  he  was 
obliged  to  accept  his  honorable  discharge  on  ac- 
count of  disability.  His  first  experience  in  actual 
service  was  m  repelling  the  raid  of  Stonewall  .Jack- 
son upon  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad,  in  .Janu- 
ary, 18G2,  where  one  hundred  men  of  tl.e  Thirty- 
ninth  successfully-  resisted  the  attack  of  two  rebel 
regiments,  the  Third  Arkansas  and  Thirty  seventh 
Virginia.  He  was  also  at  the  battle  of  Winchester, 
(Hearnstown)  March  23.  1862.  where  the  favorite 
chieftain  of  the  rebellion  was  driven  from  the  (hid 
with  the  loss  of  guns  and  manj'  prisoners,  lie  was 
sent  with  his  command  to  join  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  at  the  time  of  the  ".seven  days'  llghl"; 
was  in  the  expedition  agai.'ist  Charlestown  and 
engaged  in  the  siege  of  that  cit^-  from  Ainil  to 
December,  of  1863,  and  led  his  company  over  tlie 
parapet  of  Ft.  Wagner. 

Mr.  Savage,  in  1864.  was  in  the  campaign  against 
Richmond,  in  the  Arm}'  of  the  .lames,  leaving  the 
front  only  when  disabled   and  when  his    regiment 


had  been  reduced  by    the   casualties   of    battle   and 

by  disease,  fi' a  total  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty, 

to  about  one  hundred  .■ind  lifly  nu'ii  in  the  short 
s|iace  (if  two  months.  1  pon  receiving  his  discharge 
he  retuined  to  his  farming  interests  in  HomerTown- 
sliiii.  Iiut  has  never  laid  aside  any  of  his  i)atriotism 
or  his  activity  in  assisting  the  projects  set  on  foot 
for  the  benelil  of  the  peo|)le.  He  has  taken  an 
a(ti\c  part  ii]  political  affairs  antl  it  is  hardly  nec- 
e>sar\  to  state  is  ;i  stanch  supporter  of  the  Repub- 
lican party.  He  has  been  for  many  years  a  prom- 
inent membei-  of  ( iooding  Pt>st,  No.  401,. (i.  A. 
R.  and  was  once  elected  to  the  commandership, 
but  declined.  He  is  indi'pendent  in  his  religious 
views,  a  man  who  does  his  (.)wn  thinking,  who 
seeks  to  force  his  opinions  upon  none,  but  who 
abides  by  his  coii\icl  ions  with  the  natural  ternxcity 
and   sti-cngth  of  his  ch.aracler. 

For  over  a  (jnarter  of  a  century  and  since  No- 
vendier.  1SG4,  Mr.  Savage  has  served  continuously 
as  Township  Treasurer.  His  leisure  hours  h.ive 
been  employed  with  instructive  reading,  and  few 
men  not  following  the  profession  of  law  arc  bet- 
ter acfjuainted  with  its  underlying  principles.  His 
council  is  frequently  sought  in  matters  of  impor- 
tance and  largely  in  the  settlement  of  estates  with 
which  he  is  often  entrust-ed.  Tn  1860,  he  took  the 
stump  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  in  Will  and  DuPage 
Counties,  rendering  signal  service  in  behalf  of  the 
Republican  candidate  for  President.  In  1867,  he 
was  appointed  to  fill  a  vacancy  as  Supervisor  of 
Homer  Township,  and  from  that  time  was  contin- 
uously elected  to  the  olllce  until  1872.  when  he 
withdrew  to  take  his  seat  in  the  legislature.  He 
was  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  .Su|)ervisors  for  two 
years  and  otherwise  rendered  ellicient  service 
in  the  various  matters  which  were  constantl}' 
ci>ming  u|»  for  consideration.  Mr.  Savage  has 
taken  an  active  (lart  in  ever}'  Presidential  cam- 
[laigu  since  1864.  During  his  eight  separate  elec- 
tions as  Township  .Supervisor,  he  w.as  placed  in 
oilice  five  times  without  a  single  dissenting  voice. 
He  was  elected  to  the  State  Board  of  Jiqualiza- 
tion  in    1876,  and  served  eight  3'ears. 

Notwithstanding  his  public  services,  Mr.  Sav- 
age luas  distinguished  himself  as  a  progressive  far- 
mer and   has  invested  a  large   portion  of  his  cap- 
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itrtl  ill  v;ilii;ible  lauds,  owning  tliree  Imndred  and 
sixty-fuur  acres  in  lliis  county,  licsides  lanil  in 
Daliota.  He  malvcs  a  specialty  of  live  stock,  buy- 
ing and  selling  extensively  and  utilizing  a  large 
(lortion  of  liis  farm  in  Homer  Township  for  feed- 
ing purposes.  He  is  a  prominent  member  of  llie 
Old  Settlers  As.soeiation  of  this  county.  His  domes- 
tic life  furnishes  a  iiicture  iileasant  Lo  contemiilale, 
with  his  family  of  intelligent  children  growing  ill) 
around  him  and  ncc  ii|>yiiig  hmiored  positions  in 
society.  Iheehlest  dauglitcr.  Helen  K.,  was  born 
December  S,  18G1.  and  is  the  wife  .if  Frank  A. 
Kowlcy.  of  Homer 'rownship;  Frank  .M.,  was  bom 
July  10.  ISCT.  and  married  Miss  Kmiiia  Haley  of 
Homer  Township;  .biliii  11.,  was  born  .lime  :.'"), 
l.sTi).  and  ispur.-uing  his  studies  in  the  Euglewood 
High  School:  WiUiard  A.,  xyas  born  September  14, 
1.S72,  and  IMary  A..  May  13,  1S7  1.  The  two 
younger  i-hildren  are  at  home  witli  their  iiarenls. 
The  |iarents  of  .Airs.  Savage  died  in  South  Car- 
olina when  she  was  quite  yoiiug.  Her  father  was 
liorii  in  New  I^ngland  and  her  mother  in  New 
Y(jrk  State.  j\hs.  Sawige  was  born  near  (George- 
town, S.  C,  .lune  22,  1837,  and  came  to  Illinois  in 
1S51. 


DAMKL  {•■il)l)ViNH':NT.  Jt  ib  a  pleasure  to 
gaze  upon  the  \aricd  landscape  that  com- 
prises the  beautiful  faiiii  of  this  geutleinan. 
and  lo  note  the  care  with  which  e\  I'ry  detail  of  its 
management  is  overseen,  the  natural  features  of 
hill  and  valley  being  uiiuianed  by  neglected  build- 
ings, tumble-down  fencers  (iv  unsightly  hclds.  The 
estate  comprises  one  hundred  ami  ninety-two  acres 
of  land  that  is  well  ailaptcil  for  stock-raising,  and 
in  that  branch  of  agriculture  Air.  I'"iddyment  is 
ipiite  e-Ktensively  engaged. 

The  parents  of  our  suiijc^ct,  William  and  Hannah 
(Knivi'lt)  Fiddymenl.  were  natives  of  •■Merrie 
Knglaiid,'"and  there  their  son  was  alst)  born,  his  na- 
tal day  being  ()ctob<'r  G.  is:;s.  Tlic  parental  family 
consisted  of  three  sons  and  one  daughter,  and  Ihev 
were  reared  uiion  a  farm,  the  father  being  a  tiller 
of  llie  soil.  In  l.s'i'J  they  determined  to  cross  the 
briny  deep  and  seek  a  better  oiiening  for  their  en- 


ergies in  the  I'nited  States.  Bidding  adieu  to  the 
land  of  their  birth,  the^y  reached  New  York  after 
an  oiean  vo3'age  of  seven  vreeks,  and  came  to  Lock- 
port.  111.,  by  water,  traversing  the  Hudson  River, 
Krie  Canal,  Great  L.akes,  and  Illinois  and  JNHchigan 
Canal. 

For  some  time  the  elder  Mr.  Fiddyment  was  en- 
gaged in  the  business  of  distilling,  but  he  finally 
settled  on  the  homestead  now  occupied  by  his 
widow  and  her  son  Daniel.  He  of  whom  we  write 
began  his  personal  career  as  a  farmer,  and  has  ever 
ccmtinued  in  the  vocation  to  which  his  early  sur- 
rounilings  and  tastes  led  him.  That  it  is  one 
to  which  he  is  adapted  liy  nature,  no  one  will 
doubt  who  visits  his  pleasant  and  renuineralive 
farm.  The  reputation  that  he  bears  among  the 
tillers  (A  the  soil  of  this  vicinity  is  that  of  an  able 
agriculturist  and  an  honest  man,  and  this  is  agreed 
to  by  all  who  know  him. 

.Vii  imiiorlant  step  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Fiddyment 
was  his  marriage,  in  1(501,  to  Miss  Margaret  Wads- 
worth,  a  native  of  N'ermont.  This  lady  possesses 
the  strict  integrity  and  regard  for  duty  that  cliar- 
a'-'lcrize  the  New  lOngland  wonieii,  and  with  it  the 
housewifely  skill  and  kindliness  to  those  in  need  of 
attention  that  ;ue  alsc_)  pidiiiinent  traits  in  their 
character.  The  union  has  been  blessed  by  the 
bivth  of  five  children,  but  three  have  been  removed 
liy  the  .Vugel  of  Death.  The  survivors — i Hive  and 
Daniel — yet  linger  at  the  family  fireside. 

I'erhaps  the  most  icmarkablo  fe.-iture  in  a  life 
markeil  by  uiirightiiess  and  strict  attention  to  liis 
licrs.nial  affairs,  is  tlie  fact  that  Mr.  Fidd\iiicnt  lias 
never  lieen  engaged  in  a  lawsuit,  either  as  princi- 
pal or  witness.  His  wib'  belongs  to  the  Methodist  « 
F,|)iscoiJal  Church,  at  Lockport.  and  is  numbered 
among  the  reliable  members.  " 

A  tine  view  of  the  home  of  our  subject  and  its 
surroundings,  will  be  tVinnd   on  the  opposite  i)age. 


■it,  OSKril    K.Vl'S.     Anumg  the  citizens  of  fov- 
1    eign  birth,  residents  of  I'lainfield  Towushii), 
!     wlu)    have    been    factors    in    promoting    its 
/    farming  interests  and  bj'  sheer  force  of  per- 
sistent and  intelligent  labor  have  placed  themselves 


Residence  of  Joseph  Kaps  ,  Sec28.  PlainfieldTp.Will  Co.Ill. 


Residence  of  Mrs.Hannah  Fiddyment,  Sec.I.LockportTp.Will  Co.Ill. 
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aiimiii^  llic  UKisl  suli>l:uUi:il  iiu'iiilii'l'^s  of  the  ci>m- 
iiiuiiity.  i»  llie  siilijcct  of  tliis  biogr:i|)liic;il  ri,>\  io«%  i 
Mini  Ills  f;iiin  i>  one  of  tlie  finest  iind  liosl  iiKiiinueil  I 
ill  this  viciiiilv.  llo  \v;xs  l)orii  in  Sliloisicii.  ( ifriiiruiy. 
near  llic  lioiimlaiy  lino  hot  worn  tli.-it  kiiitiiloiii  .-mil 
rol-iiul,  lii.s  liii-lli  lakiiij;  |il:u'o  Orlolier  1.  l.s:il. 
His  father.  (_'iiri>lo|ilici'  Kap,--.  was  a  native  of  the  ' 
s;inie  lilaee.  while  his  father,  whose  L;iven  name 
was  .lob u  .Miehael.  was  horn  in  .Austria.  After  at- 
taining liianliooil  the  latter  crossed  the  bonier  ami 
became  a  eitizen  of  (lermany.  anil  there  niarrieil 
and  reared  a  family,  siiendini;-  the  vvA  of  his  days 
there  as  a  farmer.  The  father  of  our  subjeel 
learned  the  traile  of  a  weavta'  and  followed  thai 
oeiaii)ation  besides  lillini;'  the  little  [ilot  of  eigiit 
acres  of  land  that  ho  owned.  He  resided  in  his 
iiati\e  place  until  l^.'it.  and  in  that  year  with  his 
wife  and  tuo  sons  started  for  this  land  of  |iroiniie. 
selling' sail  November  lH.  from  Kreineii  in  the  saii- 
liiir  vessel  ••.Alfred"  and  landini;'  l)ecember  ■i.j,  on 
the  shores  (_)f  Anu'iica.  He  located  in  Clevel.-ind. 
Osweiiip  Connty.  N.  V..  and  was  a  resident  of  that 
|il.-iee  till  .Inly.  ls.').'i.  In  that  month  he  etinio  le> 
Illinois  and  loealiMl  in  Aurora.  Kane  ( 'ouni  v.  and 
lived  there  ten  years.  At  the  expir.-itiiui  of  thai 
lime  he  came  t(.)  \\ill  County  and  spent  his  last 
years  in  the  town  (?f  Troy,  dyini;  lliere  in  1  s7."i. 
The  inolhcr  of  our  subjeel  deparled  this  life  in 
l.'sTl*.  The  father  was  Iwice  married  and  reared 
two  daughlers  by  his  hrst  inarri;i;^e,  .Mary  eomiiiL: 
to  America  and  dying  here  subseipiently  unmar- 
ried. 'J'liere  were  four  ehililicn  of  the  second 
marriagt',  two  of  whom  were  re.-irod  to  years  of 
maturity,  onr  subjeel  and  his  brother  .lohii.  The 
laUer  settled  in  Troy  and  later  in  I'lainlii'ld.  where 
lie  died  iiniiiarried. 

.loSe|)!i  Kaps  attende(l  sehoul  -loailiU  until  four- 
teen years  of  age  and  ac(pureil  a  sound  e<lucalioii. 
He  then  took  up  furining  as  his  lib'  work,  carrying 
it  on  in  the  land  of  his  birth  till  \s:,l.  Thai  year 
marked  a  turnini;  poinl  in  his  life  :is  it  waslhon  he 
einigraled  to  this  eoimlry.  He  stalled  out  in  a 
foreign  land  with  no  other  capit.-il  tlniii  with  which 
nalnie  [)rovided  him  au<l  he  lirst  made  money  by 
Working  for  others.  He  was  thus  engaged  for  four 
years,  and  then  rented  Land  and  in  18G7  made  his 
first    |iureli;isc  of  eighty   acres   of    wild    prairie   in- 


Troy,  this  Ctiunly.  lie  greatly  impid\'e(l  'he  land 
and  tilled  the  soil  there  until  ISSd.  when  he  sold  it 
at  a  good  ad\aiici'  and  [lurchased  his  present  place 
of  residence  on  section  28,  riaiiilielil  Township, 
three  miles  from  the  villagr,  seven  and  one-half 
miles  from  .loliet,  the  farm  lieing  be.autifn  lly  lo- 
caleil  on  Ihi'  banks  of  the  Dul'age  Kiver.  It  com- 
prises two  hiiudred  and  fifty-one  acres  of  land  of 
uusiirp.assed  fertility  and  productiveness.  He  has 
it  under  the  best  of  enllivatiim  and  has  erected 
comiiioiliiius  liuildiugs  and  has  it  amply  provided 
with  all  the  ccniN'eiiieiu'cs  for  carrying  on  agricul- 
ture to  the  best   ad\ant.'ige. 

The  [irosperity  of  our  subject  is  due  in  a  measure 
to  the  fact  that  he  has  been  assisted  in  his  labors  by 
Ihe  active  co-operation  of  a  i-a|i.able  wife  to  wdi<mi 
he  was  united  in  marriage  in  l.st;,;).  Iba'  maiden 
naiiu'  was  Mary  Seipolt  and  she  was  Uovn  in  (<er- 
nniny,  .and  came  to  America  with  her  [laronls,  Jo 
soph  and  Mary  .M.  Seipolt.  Their  pleasant  home 
c-iicle  is  coinjileleil  l)y  the  seven  children  born  to 
Ihein:  Matilda.  Mary,  l-'raueis,  Henry,  .lose|)h, 
('Lira  and  .lohu.  'I'he  family  are  members  in  high 
slaudiu-  of   .St.  .lohu's  Catholic  Church. 

It  iii.ay  be  seen  from  the  iJeru-al  of  this  sketch 
that  all  thai  onrsniijoft  has  and  is  lie  owes  lo  liiiii- 
silf.  that  he  is  in  fad  a  self-mach;  man.  He  is  well 
laidoued  with  decision  of  ch.araeler,  leiiacity  of 
purpose,  ami  an  active  mind,  and  those  with  his  in- 
lieienl  capacity  and  tiails  of  thrift  and  sagacity 
h.'iM'  pushed  him  on  to  success  in  his  calling  and 
tlie  acipiireiiKaiL  of  a  desiralilc  property.  He  is 
.alive  to  the  \alue  of  .-i  good  <_'ducalion  and  gives 
his  i-hildren  .■id\aiilages  in  1  lial  direction.  A  man 
of  his  standing  is  a  good  cili/eii  and  is  a  help  lo 
an\   (■ommunity. 

Ihe  pleasant  hi.ineaiid  fertile  fields  belonging  lo 
<iur  .^nllject  are  well  represented  in  the  acconii)aiiy- 
iui:    litlKigrapliic  view. 


FK.VNKI.IN  K.  r..\I(l!EU  was  born  in  this 
county  ill  [lioneer  times,  coming  of  a  good 
old  iiioncer  family,  and,  reared  to  a  stal- 
wart, enterprising  manhood,  under  the  peculiar  iii- 
lluences    that    obtained    here    in    Ihe  days    of    hi.s 
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yonll),  he  stepped  to  the  front  to  take  his  part  in 
the  yreat  worlc  of  itdceniiug  this  section  of  tiie 
country  from  its  |iriniitivc  « il(hlc^^,  and  lia>  ever 
since  bcnnc  an  lioncialile  [lart  in  sustaining  and 
pnsliiui;  forward  its  extcnsi\c  agricultural  interests 
as  an  active  farmer  anil  stock-raiser  in  DuPage 
'I'ownsliii). 

The  suhjcet  of  tliis  mjtice  was  horn  in  Uiis 
county.  August  2."!,  18:!0.  lie  was  a  son  of  John 
and  Emma  (I'erry)  liarber,  natives  respectively  of 
X'ermont  and  Massachusetts.  In  183-2  they  emi- 
"ratcd  from  New  England  witli  their  family  to 
this  iiart  of  Illinois,  and  i\lr.  I'.arher  Ixjught  land 
in  this  tijwnshii).  on  section  2.  when  the  Govern- 
ment sale  took  place,  |iurchasing  both  tiovernment 
and  canal  land,  paying  --si. 2,^  f(u-  the  former  and  a 
higher  [iricc  fur  the  latter.  His  land  consisted  of 
prairie  and  timber,  and  he  turned  the  first  furrow 
and  erected  a  log  house  and  log  barn,  making  a 
dwelling  of  the  fornu'r  for  a  number  of  years. 
He  resided  here  till  his  deatli.  December  I'.i,  1870. 
which  removed  from  our  midst  a  representative 
pioneer  and  a  highly  hou<irable  useful  citizen. 
The  nnither  of  our  subject  hail  preceded  him  in 
death,  ilying  on  May  2,  |.'-171.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  a  large  family  of  children,  of  whom  four 
are  known  to  survive,  namely:  Itoyal  1%.,  of  .loliet; 
Caroline,  wife  of  L.  B.Anderson,  of  Michigan; 
.lane,  wifi'  of  ^lilton  Elsworth,  of  Wheaton  ;  and 
Franklin  E.  The  father  was  a  man  of  consider- 
able prominence  in  the  county,  and  served  for  a 
time  as  Deputy  Sherilf.  lie  was  in  early  life  a 
Whi"',  but  he  afterward  east  in  his  fortune  with  the 
Republican  party.  He  wassuccessful  in  life,  linan- 
cially,  and  left  a  comfortable  estate.  Like  all  pio- 
neers, his  early  life  here  was  one  of  sacrifice  and 
often  of  privation. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  review  was 
reared  in  this  township,  and  received  the  |)relimi- 
naries  of  liis  education  in  the  local  schools,  and 
suhseijuently  attended  the  High  .School  at  .kiliet 
for  a  short  time.  Since  then  he  has  advanced  liis 
education  by  oliscrvation  and  by  reading,  as  he  is 
a  great  lover  of  good  books.  He  was  trained  to 
ihe  life  of  a  farmer,  and  obtained  a  sound,  prac- 
tical knowledge  of  his  calling,  which  he  still  pur- 
sues very  profitably.     He  owns  over  two  hundred 


acres  of  excellent  farming  land,  which  is  well  cul- 
tivated and  yields  large  harvests,  and  is  amply 
|)rovided  with  substantial  buildings  for  every  pur- 
liose. 

To  the  one  to  whom  he  owes  so  much  of  the 
comfort  and  coziness  of  a  good  home,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  .September  2,  18U7,  the  maiden  name  of 
his  biide  being  Adelai<le  \'alentine.  They  have 
live  children,  naniel_y:  Emnra,  wife  of  C.  H.  Tot- 
son;  Etta  F.,  P^dward,  .lessie  and  Frankie. 

iMr.  Barber  bears  a  fine  reputation  in  his  old 
home  as  being  a  pi-actical  man,  of  stanch  principles 
and  stability  of  i)urpose,  whose  word  is  never 
doid)ted;  ime  in  whom  his  neighbors  place  im- 
plicit trust,  who,  in  short,  is  a  credit  to  his  native 
county  and  is  bearing  worthily  the  mantle  of  ins 
pioneer  sire.  He  has  been  Township  Clerk,  and 
has  held  the  otlice  of  Constable.  Politicall}',  he  is 
classed  with  the  most  earnest  supporters  of  the  Re- 
publican part\'.  Religiously,  he  and  his  wife  are 
Presbyterians,  strong  in  the  faith,  and  are  among 
the  most  zealous  members  of  the  church  of  that 
denomination  in  this  jjlace. 


Y/OIIN  CAVANAUGH.  The  estate  which 
this  gentleman  has  seciu'ed  is  a  monument 
to  his  altility  as  an  agriculturist,  and  a  con- 
((®[/  elusive  proof  that  })ersisient  effort  will  be 
rewarded.  It  comprises  three  hundred  and 
eighty-eight  acres  vn  section  'M>.  Jackson  Town- 
ship, and  it  needs  Init  a  glance  to  assure  the 
passer-by  that  here  comfoi't  abounds,  while  thrift 
is  seen  in  every  detail  of  the  work  which  is  car- 
ried on.  The  estate  is  thoroughly  improved,  the 
buildings  being  esi)ecially  noticeaWe  for  their  size, 
number  and  convenience. 

In  County  .Sligo,  Ireland,  about  1829,  John 
Cavanaugh  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light,  and  in 
the  Emerald  Isle  he  remained  until  he  w.as  almost 
twenty  years  old.  He  then  went  to  England, 
wdiere  he  remained  until  the  fall  of  1851,  when  he 
determined  to  seek  a  wider  field  for  his  energies  in 
the  land  across  the  sea.  Taking  passage  for 
America  he  landed  in  Kew  York,  whence   he   went 
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t(i  AlliMiiy.  si'jiiuniinii  In  tliiil  oily  tlircf  nr  Inur 
MKintlis.  lit-  tln-i)  tiKik  ii|i  his  rt'jiiKMicc  i|]  the 
wcslfiii  part  of  llic  Kui|iire  Stale.  iiiakiiiL;  llriNi- 
iiicr  ('«i\iiity  liis  home  for  sonu'  two  ve.-ns.  Ills 
next  iviniival  was  lo  Will  t'nuiity.  III.,  uiinr  he 
has  since  Inen  :i  resident,  ami  when'  he  has  de- 
voted his  attention  to  agrieultini'. 

One  of  the  most  important  events  in  Ihi'  life  nt 
Mr.  Cavanaugh  was  his  choice  of  a  cuniiianion,  and 
he  has  no  reason  to  regret  his  selection.  His  wife 
lioie  the  maiden  name  of  Kaie  .Mahei-.  ami  was 
liorn  in  Connty  Kilkenny.  Ireland.  Noveuilier  1."), 
l.s.'is.  ,She  was  aliout  twenly-lhree  ye.ars  old 
when  she  left  her  native  isle  for  America,  and  at 
the  time  of  her  niarriaiie  she  was  living  in  Wil- 
mington, this  c(;nnty.  The  family  of  .Mr.  .anil 
Mrs.  Cavanaiigh  inclndes  ten  living  (•hildren  and 
two  deceased.  The  latter  are  .lames  E.  and 
;\Iatliew;  the  survivors  are  Willia.m.  .Michael. 
Thomas  P.,  (ieoroe.  Edward,  .Mary,  Li/./.ie.  Mag- 
gie .1..  .lulia  and  Katie  A. 

The  active  intellect  and  quick  wit  which  are 
proverbial  to  natives  of  the  Emerald  Isle  are  not 
lacking  in  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife,  antl 
the  religious  element  of  their  characters  is  satislied 
with  llie  worship  of  the  Catholic  Church,  in  the 
faith  of  which  the}'  arc  de\out  believers.  .Mr. 
C.-ivanaugh  has  been  Commissioner  ot  Highways, 
taking  the  interest  which  all  dwellers  in  the  roim- 
tty  should  in  the  improvement  of  the  roads. 


IIARLES  llOLZ.  This  gentleman  is  num- 
bered among  the  leading  citizens  of  lieecher, 
and  indeed  of  AVashington  Township,  of 
which  he  has  been  Clerk  for  sixteen  years.  He 
has  held  other  local  offices  and  has  a  high  reputa- 
tion as  an  ellieient  public  servant,  and  he  is  like- 
wise regarded  as  one  of  the  most  successful  far- 
mers of  this  part  of  the  county.  lie  owns  a  line 
estate  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  near  the 
village  and  an  excellent  residence  which  he  octai- 
pies  within  the  linuts. 

Mecklenburg-Schwerin,     Germans,    claims     Mr. 
IIolz   as   one  of   her   sons  and  that  duchv    was   the 


aucestr.al  home  for  generations.  Henry  IIolz,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  was  a  shoemaker  who  fol- 
lowed his  trade  in  the  l-'atherl.and  until  I.S.",,s,  uhi'U 
with  his  wife  and  family  he  eniigiated  to  America. 
They  sailed  fmui  Hamburg  to  .\ew  York  on  the 
■•Ncuth  .VuuTica"  which  made  the  passaye  in  thirty- 
live  d.-iys.  The  family  journeyed  direct  to  Chi- 
cago, 111.,  and  thence  to  I)u  Page  County,  from 
which  the  parents  suliseipiently  returned  to  Cook 
County,  locating  in  I'rovi.so  Township.  There 
the  father  died.  .Inly  21,  l,s7.s,  in  the  sixty-seventh 
year  u(  his  age.  He  was  a  liepublieau.  a  u]ember 
of  the  Lutheran  Church,  .and  a  gooil  man  who 
was  respected  by  all  who  kiK'w  him.  His  wife, 
Mary  (Miller)  IIolz,  came  to  Will  County  after 
his  death  ami  died  at  the  home  of  our  subject  in 
the  winter  of  IS.SC.  .She  w.as  then  seventy-three 
years  old.  She  was  a  life-long  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  and  was  ;i  de\(ite(|  mother,  lov- 
ing companion,  and  execdient  neighlxu-. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  two  sons  and 
four  daughters,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  being 
the  second  in  order  of  birth.  He  was  born  N(> 
vember  29.  1M27,  and  was  nearly  of  .age  when  his 
parents  came  ti.  this  country.  He  reached  his 
majority  in  Dnl'age  County  where  he  continued 
to  make  his  home  until  I  ,SGo,  being  occupied  as  a 
f.armer  and  an  improvei'  of  lan<ls.  I'ljon  leaving 
that  c(]unty  he  took  up  his  abode  near  Beeeher  and 
here  he  has  g.ained  a  competence  and  secured  an 
excellent  reputation.  In  his  eaily  life  he  learned 
the  trade  of  a  shoeuiakei-.  lint  he  has  not  followed 
it  since  he  came  to  America. 

The  estimable  wife  of  Mr.  llolz  was  known  in 
her  maidenhood  .as  Minnie  Oelerking.  Their  mar- 
riage rites  were  celebrated  in  Cook  County  and 
neither  has  h.ad  cause  to  regi'cl  the  union.  .Mrs. 
IIolz  w.as  born  in  Hanover.  (Jermany,  .lanuary  0, 
IS42,  received  a  good  education  in  the  land  of  her 
birth,  and  was  so  instructed  by  her  good  parents 
as  to  grow  to  womanhood  possessed  of  a  fine  char- 
acter and  much  useful  domestic  knowledge.  She 
was  nineteen  ytsars  (jld  when  her  [larents  came  to 
this  crinntry  and  she  lived  in  Du  Page  County 
until  her  marriage.  Her  union  with  our  subject 
has  been  a  childless  one  luit  they  have  become  the 
foster  parents  of  three  children:   Henry  died  when 
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seven  years  old;  Louisa  and  Rosa  are  still  with 
their  foster  parents,  umler  whoso  care  and  tvainini;- 
Ihev  have  lieeu  wuU  reaied  and  educated  in  Lolii 
Kuglisii  and  (jeraiau  seiiools.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holz 
and  the  daughters  belong  tci  tlie  Lutheran  Church 
and  have  many  friends  among  tlieir  assi.iciate  mem- 
bers, as  well  as  in  all  eireles  in  whicli  they  move. 
The  iiarents  of  Mrs.  Holz  were  Henry  and 
S(i|iliia  (Ilai'tnianu)  Oelerking.  who  were  born 
reaicMJ  and  married  in  the  Kingdom  of  Hanover. 
TIk'  father  followed  the  business  of  buying  u|i 
butter,  eggs,  chickens,  etc..  and  selling  them  in  the 
larger  cities,  doing  in  this  way  a  tine  commission 
trade.  One  son  and  live  daughters  were  born  to 
the  good  Cduiile  befure  they  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica. They  sailed  from  ISiemerhaven  in  18G(l, 
landing  in  New  Vurk  seven  weeks  later,  and  com- 
ing at  once  to  the  Trairie  State,  took  u\>  their 
abode  on  a  farm,  in  Dn  I'age  County.  There  the 
parents  live<l  for  some  years,  but  subsequently 
became  resicU'nts  of  iieeelier.  Heie  :\h-.  Oelerking 
died  in  (  »clober,  187l'.  at  the  age  of  sixty  three 
Vtcars.  lie  was  an  honest,  hardwoiking  man,  a 
good  Kepulilican  in  politics,  and  a  souml  member 
of  the  Lutheran  Chuicli.  His  widow  sui  vived 
him  >e\eral  years,  breathing  her  last  .May  :.' 1 .  187(1. 
She  was  a  uood  mother,  and  a  kiml-ln'arted  neigli- 
bor.  ever  readv  to  assist  those  in  need.  With  one 
ex<-eplion  tlie  members  of  the  |iarenlal  hoLisehold 
are  still  living. 

=€■■;» 


OHRANCK  DIHF.I.L.  One  fuiidanniital 
idea  has  been  relained  as  a  common  basis 
for  the  piinci|ial  birms  of  Covernment. 
In  the  llieocrac}',  the  patriarchal  system, 
a. id  the  democracy,  tlie  principle  that  the  judiciary 
stands  first  in  importance,  has  ever  liccn  recognized, 
and,  as  a  logical  .sequence,  to  be  chosen  to  discharge 
that  function  carries  with  it  a  signal  lionor.  Dor- 
rance  Dibell  was  invested  with  tliis  dignity  In-  be- 
ing elected,  on  the  ."id  of  Xo\-eml)cr,  1883,  Judge 
of  the  Ninth  .Imlicial  Circuit,  consisting  of  Will, 
(Irundy,  LaSalle  and  llurean  Counties.  Born  Keb- 
iiiary  IG,  18-14,  he  was  forty-one 'years  of  sige  at 


the  time  of  his  election,  thus  being  the  youngest 
of  those  who  have  been  called  to  that  othce  in  the 
circuit  mentioned. 

.Uidge  Dibell  is  the  son  of  the  Rev.  J.  Li.  Dibell, 
a  native  of  Ivingsville,  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio, 
and  Louisa  (Ward)  Dibell,  whose  birthplace  was 
KUington,  Tolland  County,  Conn.  His  own  birth- 
place was  \Voaster,  Wayne  CNninty,  Ohio.  His 
parents  lived  in  Homer  and  New  Lenox  Townships, 
Will  County,  III.,  from  IS.'iO.  The  father  was  a 
Laptist  miuisler  whose  sacred  calling  was  termin- 
ated by  death  September  Itl,  1885.  His  thirty-five 
years  of  ministration  in  this  count}'  are  rich  in 
tributes  to  his  faithfulness  in  the  service  of  his  di- 
vine Master.  After  his  death  the  mother,  with  her 
ilaugliter.  .lulia  Louisa,  took  up  her  abode  with  her 
son  Dorrance,  in  -loliet,  where  she  resided  until  her 
death  October  17.  1885.  The  daughter  Julia  was 
killed  hy  tlu'  cars  in  that  city  September  20,  188'J. 
Judge  Diijcll  was  a  lad  of  but  six  years  when  his 
parents  settled  in  the  Prairie  St:ite  and  he  grew  to 
inanliiKjd  on  his  father's  farm,  alleniling  the  |)ublic 
schools  ill  boyhood  and  siiliseqiiently  prosecuting 
his  studies  in  the  I'liiversity  of  Chicago;  beginning 
his  [lersonal  career  as  a  teacher  he  was  afterward 
employed  as  a  telegra[)h  operator  at  IJacine,  Wis., 
and  Wheatland  and  DeWitt.  iowa.  At  the  latter 
[ilace  he  began  the  study  of  l.'iw  with  the  Hon. 
John  C.  Policy,  further  [lursuing  his  iirofessi(_inal 
researches  with  Messrs.  (ioodspeed.  Snajip  A  Knox 
and  Parks  A  Hill,  all  of  Joliet. 

On  the  23d  of  August.  Is7ll.  the  young  student 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  formed  a  partnership 
witli  the  Hon.  Charles  A.  I  lill,  now  member  of  Con- 
gress from  the  Eighth  District.    The  firm  name  was 

I  HilUV  Dibell.  and  the  connei-tioii  liegun  September 
3.  IM70.  was  not  dissolveil  until  November  13, 
ISi.so.  when  the  election  of  .Mr.  Dibell  to  the  bench 
severed    the    oldest   law   partnershiii  in  the  county. 

I  The  liriii  enjoyed  a  large  and  iiu|iortant  practice, 
both  members  holding  high  [lositions  among  the 
legal  fraternity  on  account  of  their  acumen  and 
their  skill  in  comlucting  cases. 

During  the  \'ears  of  his  active  practice  Judge  Dib- 
ell was  a  member  of  the  City  Council,  and  assisted 
in  eslablisiiing  a  great  number  of  the  liest  improve- 
ments of  the  city.     He  was  in  the  council  when  the 
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cliange  was  made  fniui  tbe  special  cliarlcr  tn  iiicdi- 
[loration  niuler  the  jiciicral  law.  Thr  lir>l  jiiilicinl 
tfiiii  of  the  .ludije  is  drawing;'  Id  a  close  ami  it,  is 
well  wiUiiii  iH.iiinils  Id  say  that,  his  recoi-il  will  stand 
with  the  purest  and  alilest. 

One  who  has  known  .ludi^'e  Dihell  loiip;  and  inti- 
mately sa\s  of  him:  --.Indite  l>ihell  is  a  lar<i;e- 
brailied,  Inoad-minded,  i;cm'idu>-spirilecl  uimu.  who 
commands  the  nffeelionate  esteem  and  eoidiilenee 
of  all  who  know  him.  Like  most  students,  he  is 
not  in  any  sense  a  society  m:in.  Imt  his  equ;dile 
temper  and,  amialile  <lispositiou  have  made  him  a 
liriine  favorite  with  his  neijjliliors  and  friends. 
The  exaclinn'  deniani's  and  lari,'e  requirements  of 
liis  profes,sion  have  not  dulled  his  t:iste  for  i;eneial 
literature.  He  has  i;athered  a  l.ai'iie  muiI  \'alu:ilile 
miscellaneous  lihi-.arj',  not  for  (uiianient,  Imt  f(u- 
liis  own  use  and  enjoyment.  The  urerit  poets  and 
dramatists  are  represented  there,  and  the  specialists 
of  science,  philosophy  and  political  ecomimy,  have 
not  been  neglected  nor  overlooked.  lOven  theol- 
ogy is  not  excluded,  as  is  too  frequently  the  case 
among  lavvyeis.  In  short,  to  legal  learning  he  adds 
a  cultivated  taste  and  a  lai-ge  store  of  general  in- 
formation," 

The  mariiage  of  .ludge  Dibell  n?id  .Miss  Sarah  .AI, 
SiKt|)ii  was  celelirated  in  lS7-_'.  The  chosen  com- 
panion of  our  suliject  is  the  ehlest  daughter  of  the 
Hon.  Henry  Snapp,  at  the  lime  of  her  marriage 
representing  this  district  in  Ccnigress.  The  onl}' 
living  chilli  of  JNIr.  and  .Airs.  Dibell  is  Charles  Dor- 
rance.  who  was  born  iMarch  1'.),  1S7.").  Not  onl\-is 
Mrs.  Dibell  devoted  to  the  interests  of  her  home 
but  she  li.as  tlie  culture  and  disposition  that  wins 
fiiends,  and  her  place  in  society  is  an  as.s'ui-ed   one. 


Er.KXKZKi;   C.  ST 
has  a  brain   to  co 
. '  form  various  kim 


r.KXKZKi;    C.   STi:i'IIi:X.     Ihe    man    wh. 
T'onceive  ami  a  h.and  ti 
_  ids  of   handicraft.  m:iy  well 

be  gratefully  proud  of  his  ability  to  .add  to  the 
means  iiy  which  others  can  increase  their  conven- 
iences or  opportunities.  The  gentleman  with  whose 
name  we  introduce  this  notice  comes  of  ji.  famil}-  in 
which  the  mechanical  talent  is  cons|)icuous,  several 


memliers  having  shown  high  degrees  of  skill  in  va- 
rious lines  of  construction.  Ilis  (Jrandfather  ftar- 
ilen  was  a  mill,  cart  and  plow^  wright,  and  his 
(irandfather  Stephen  was  idso  a  lirst-class  mechanic. 
So,  too,  w.as  his  father,  .lo.seph  Stephen,  although 
the  Intter  sludie<l  for  the  ministry  and  devol.Ml 
himself  to  till'  cause  of  the  Ahister  during  .a  gicnt 
I'nrt  of  his  life.  .\  fidler  account  of  I  he  lives  of 
.loseph  Stephen  and  his  wi  fe.  .lane  (<  harden )  Ste- 
phen, will  be  fonnil  in  the  sketch  of  D.-ivid  S.  Stc- 
l>hen  on  another  p.age  in  this  .\rr.i  \i. 

The  subject  of  this  nolica'  was  born  in  .Mierdeen- 
shii-e,  Scotland.  .Inly  2,"i,  LS.'iS,  .tuiI  accompanied 
his  |iareiits  to  Anu-iic.-i  in  IHi;^.  The  voyage  and 
journey  to  Northei-n  Illinois  .Mre  recoi-iled  in  the 
sketch  of  his  br(]t.h(>r  David,  .-nnl  it  is  unuecessaiy 
to  repeat  them  here.  The  lad  w;is  reared  upon  the 
farm  until  ist;:!,  having  the  .•id vantages  of  the 
common  schools,  and  when  a  very  young  man 
taught  for  one  term  in  (ireen  (lardeu  Township. 
He  inherited  the  mechanical  skill  of  his  ancestors, 
and  vvithout  having  to  serve  an  ap[irenticeship  was 
able  to  do  almost  anything  in  mechanics. 

In  18f;:i  Mr,  Stephen  opened  a  machine  and  re- 
pair shop  in  partnersiiip  with  his  bi-olher,  David  S.. 
and  has  continued  in  the  business  for  twenty  se\-en 
years.  The  fratern.al  connection  was  finally  dis- 
solved in  1880  and  our  subject  has  now  the  bulk  of 
I  the  old  business.  He  is  proprietor  of  a  saw,  jilan- 
ing  and  feed  mill  in  Frankfort  and  does  all  kinds 
of  general  wooilwork-,  rei)airing  and  manufacturing. 
He  also  deals  in  farm  implements  and  machinery 
and  injiard-wood  lumber  and  coal.  He  has  a  (ine 
set  of  machinery  and  tools,  and  the  reputation 
wdiich  he  has  earned  .as  a  lirst-class  mechanic  is  well 
deserved.  The  buildings  vvhicli  he  occu[nes  were 
erected  by  himself  and  are  situated  upon  a  five- 
acre  tract  of  land  owned  by  him.  He  also  owns  a 
cozy   residence. 

When  a  young  man,  Mr,  Stephen  learned  the 
rudiments  (if  farming  and  was  aetivel\-  engaged  in 
it.  acquiring  in  this  way  a  practical  knowledge  of 
all  th.at  pertains  to  agricult  iiral  life.  Such  was  his 
taste  and  natural  ability  that  while  t'-aching  he 
spent  .Saturdays  working  in  the  shop  and  was  able 
to  wood  two  plows  pel'  day.  thus  m.aking  s;?.  Such 
industry  and  /.e.al  merited  the  smiles  of  Dainc  For- 
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tune,  and  it  is  a  pleasure  to  his  friends  to  know 
tliatlie  has  gained  a  comfortable  financial  standing. 
Mr.  Stephen  has  no  political  aspirations,  preferring 
the  quiet  of  his  home  to  the  tuninlt  of  public  life, 
but  is  ever  ready  to  use  his  influence  and  deposit 
his  vote  in  favor  of  Republiciinism. 

The  marriage  rites  of  ^Fr.  Stephen  and  ^Nliss 
Emma  .1.  Ilcuipt  were  celebrated  in  Frankfort, 
December  .'ll.  l^fu.  The  charming  bride  was  born 
in  Ktllngliam  Count}',  Midi.,  and  well  educated  by 
wortliy  parents.  The  latter  were  early  settlers  in 
Jackson.  Mich.,  where  they  located  in  183G.  The 
union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Slcplien  has  been  blessed 
liy  the  birtli  of  five  children:  (ieorge  G.  is  a  me- 
clianic  and  engaged  with  his  father;  Ida  M.  is  a 
graduate  of  tlie  Frankfort  schools  and  now  teaching 
at  riadley.  Homer  Township,  having  begun  her 
professional  laliors  whi'u  but  sixteen  years  old;  .lo- 
seph  A.  is  deceased;  Robert  E.  and  .lohn  (J.  are 
still  at  hi.ime  and  unoccui)ied,  exce|it  in  useful 
studies  anil  pursuits. 

.EOKGE  W.  F]-A<;G.  Tile  family  name 
,  of  this  gentleman  will  ever  he  held  in  rever- 
!  cnce  in  Will  C'oiinty  as  that  of  one  of  its 
eaiiy  pioneers,  who  was  for  many  years  pi-omi- 
nciitlv  coniKcted  with  its  interests,  and  of  great 
a>sistance  in  developing  its  resources  and  laying 
tlic  solid  foMinlatiijii  of  the  jirosperity  that  it  en- 
i  i\,-.  to  da\ .  And  it  is  witli  jjleasurc  that  we  place 
licbire  the  reailers  of  Ihis  volume  a  review  of  his 
lilc  and  of  thai  of  lii>  lionored  reprcsentali vc  of 
the  present.  'I'he  latter,  a  native  of  the  county,  is 
now  one  of  its  leading  agriculturists,  owning  and 
successfully  managing  a  huge  and  valuable  farm 
ill  l.ockport  and  DuPage  Townships,  where  he  has 
a,  line  residence  and  enjoys  all  the  comforts  and 
luxuries  of  life.  lie  was  an  othcer  in  the  late  war 
aid  did  gallant  service  with  his  regiment  until  ill 
hi'altli  i-ompi'lled  him  to  resign  his  commission  and 
•  eliie  to  pri\atc  life,  taking  with  him  the  respect 
of  his  fellow  ollicers  and  llie  men  who  servi'd  un- 
der him. 

Mr.    Klai^g    was   born    in    IMainlield    Township, 


July  25,  1837.  Reuben  Flagg,  his  father,  was  a 
native  of  New  Hampshire,  Groton,  in  Grafton 
County,  being  the  place  of  his  birth,  lie  was 
there  bred  to  the  life  of  a  farmer,  and  thence 
went  to  ^'ermont  when  a  young  man  and  there  was 
engaged  in  the  cooper's  trade.  Two  years  later  he 
made  his  way  to  Baltimore,  Md.,  where  he  ac- 
quired the  tr.ade  of  a  stone-mason.  After  two 
years  stay  in  that  city  he  returned  to  ^'ermont  and 
at  one  time  worked  as  a  stone-mason  in  Boston. 
In  1830,  he  came  to  Illinois,  traveling  by  Lake 
Champlain,  Champlain  it  Erie  Canal  to  Buflfalo, 
and  from  thence  by  the  lakes  to  Chicago.  That 
city  was  then  composed  of  two  log  houses  and 
Indian  huts,  and  there  was  a  trading  post  there. 
The  captain  of  the  boat  wanted  him  to  build  a 
warehouse,  thinking  it  might  come  in  use,  though 
no  one  else  seemed  to  agree  with  iiiin.  Our  sub- 
ject's father  did  not  like  that  section  of  the  country, 
as  he  thought  it  too  swampj-  for  farming  purposes, 
and  he  liiii'd  a  team  to  take  him  to  Walker's  Grove, 
a  little  lielow  tlie  present  site  of  Plainfield.  At  that 
time  there  were  but  three  families  living  in  the 
vicinity,  and  whore  Plainfield  and  .loliet  now  are 
there  was  not  a  lioiise,  and  Will  Comity  then 
formed  a  part  of  Cook  County.  All  the  land  was 
open  for  seltlcmeiil  and  he  had  liis  choice  in  mil- 
lions of  acres,  and  as  lie  was  told  he  <'onlil  not  li\e 
on  the  prairie  he  claimed  a  tract  of  timlier  in  tlie 
nortlieastern  ipiarter  C)f  section  20,  of  what  is  now 
I'laiiilield  Township.  At  that  time  deer  and  all 
kinds  of  wild  game  were  iilenty,  which  w;is  for- 
tunate for  the  early  settlers  as  lu'ead  stuffs  were 
scarce,  the  nearest  flour-mill  being  in  Indiana.  .Mr. 
Fl.agg's  settlement  was  made  there  before  the 
lUack  Hawk  War  and  there  were  freipient  Indian 
scares,  therefore,  the  handful  of  settlers  built  a 
stockade  of  logs  and  all  gatliei-ed  in  it,  and  atone 
time  lived  there  three  months,  the  men  taking  their 
guns  to  the  field  to  be  ready  for  the  enemy  at  a 
minute's  warning.  Once  it  was  thought  the  In- 
dians were  going  to  make  a  raid  and  all  the  set- 
tlers here  went  to  Ft.  Dearborn  and  st.ayed  there  a 
few  days  until  it  was  thought  safe  to  return  to 
their  homes.  Mr.  Flagg  built  a  log  cabin  on  his 
farm  ani1  commenced  its  cleai'ance.  Soon  after 
coming    liere  lie   took  a  contract  to  build   the   race 
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for  Walker's  mills  in  which  was  sawed  tiie  lumber 
to  build  the  lirst  frame  lioiise  ever  ereeted  in 
Chicago,  and  Mr.  Flagg  drew  it  there  witli  nii  ox 
tcaiD.  After  residing  on  that  claim  a  short  time 
he  sold  it  and  took  up  a  tract  of  prairie  land  on  sec- 
tion 10.  and  at  once  began  the  work  of  iniprovc- 
tncnt.  lie  first  built  a  lou'  cabin  for  the  accom- 
modation of  his  family  and  afterward  erected  a 
more  substantial  residence.  an<l  at  the  lime  of  his 
death  had  improved  a  valuable  fai m. 

November  9,  1869,  this  worthy  and  highly  re- 
spected pioneer,  departed  this  life.  The  maiden 
name  of  the  wife  who  sh.arcd  his  labors  and  en- 
abled him  to  attain  success  in  life  was  Betsey  Ken- 
dall. She  was  born  in  Hebron.  Oraftdu  County, 
:<.  H..  April  G,  1805.  Her  father,  .lohn  W.  Ken- 
dall, was  formerh-  a  resident  of  Ilollis.  X.  11.  and 
removed  thence  to  Hebron,  where  he  bought 
a  farm,  and  besiiles  carrying  on  agriculture  he 
worked  at  his  trade  of  a  cooper  in  that  place  un- 
til his  death.  The  maiden  name  of  Ids  wife  was 
Betsey  Flander.s  and  she  was  also  of  New  Hampshire 
origin,  and  there  spent  her  entire  life,dyii)g  on 
the  liome  farm  in  Hebron.  Mrs.  Flagg's  death  oc- 
eurreil  February  i.j.  is72.  She  was  the  mother 
of  eleven  children,  as  follows:  .Tolin  W.  K.,  Sarah 
E.,  Samantha, Prudence.  Frank,  George  W'..  Lornin. 
Henry,  William  H..  Mary  and  Lucy.  Sanianiha 
was  liie  first  white  child  liorn  in  Ihis  county,  and 
she  died  here  February  Qn.  Is72,  agcil  forty-on(- 
years  and  five  nmntbs.  In  his  early  life  Mi-. 
Flagg  was  a  follower  of  the  ^^  big  paily.  luit,  later 
identified  himself  with  the  Kepul)licaii  at  the  time 
of  its  organization  and  remained  true  to  the  party 
until  his  death.  He  was  distinguished  as  being  the 
first  .lustice  of  the  Peace  ever  elected  here.  Judge 
Caton  being  his  opponent. 

Following  is  an  item  published  in  the  Chicago 
'/Vme.s  after  Mr.  Flagg's  death,  which  is  of  interest 
and  importance.  "In  the  winter  of  IS.",I,  the 
Methodist  circuit  riders  of  the  great  west  held  ;i 
conference  in  the  settlement  of  Chicago,  and 
among  the  other  supijlies  contributed  to  their  com- 
fort during  their  session  was  a  dressed  hog  from 
the  old  town  of  Plainfield.  in  \\"\\[  Count}-,  thirty- 
six  miles  south-west  of  the  place  of  meeting.  This 
animal  was  the  property  of  Reuben    Flagg.  a   gocjd 


farmer  residing  near  Plainlicid,  who  has  recently 
passed  away.  He  starlccl  with  tlie  dressed  hog  on 
a  sled  and  succeeded  in  getting  lost,  somewhere 
just  outside  the  present  city  limits.  Not  arrivinc; 
in  time  a  delegation  of  ministers  was  sent  out  from 
the  confereni'c  to  lincl  him.  This  the}'  were  for- 
tunate enough  to  do.  .mII  licing  much  rejoiced,  it  is 
said,  at  the  sight  of  the  wandering  fanner  and 
especially  of  the  fat  porker  on  the  sled.  Now  the 
question  is  whether  this  dressed  hog  shipped  from 
Plainfield  to  Chicago  in  1831,  is  not  the  first  ship- 
ment of  the  article  to  this  market  on  record,  the 
initiatory  nrri\al  of  a  pro<lucl  which  in  1871,  ag- 
gregated two  tnillioii,  live  liumlred  and  twentv- 
eight  thousand,   one  hundred  eight  head." 

George  ^V.  Flagg,  of  wiunu  these  lines  arc  writ- 
ten was  reared  on  a  farm  and  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools,  of  this  his  uative  county.  He  early 
displayed  the  patriotism  that  made  him  a  good  sol- 
dier and  before  the  war  became  a  mcmtier  of  the 
Plainfield  Light  Artillery,  and  at  the  time  of  the 
first  call  for  troops,  in  April.  l.Sfil,  he  was  Second 
Lieut  mant  of  liis  com|iany.  which  offered  its  ser- 
vices to  the  government  and  was  sent  to  Cairo, 
and  was  there  organized  as  Com])any  K,  Tenth 
Illinois  Infantry,  and  mustcicd  in  for  three  months. 
(  )ur  subjeet  served  until  the  expiration  of  his 
tciin  of  enlistment,  and  in  .September,  ISOI.  ai^ain 
Volunteered  foi'  the  defence  of  lii>  country,  enlist- 
ing in  Company  K,  Kighth  Illinois  Cavalry,  and 
was  mustered  in  as  Second  Lieutenant.  He  was 
with  his  regiment  until  lMi;2,  when  he  resigneil  on 
account  of  ill  health  and  icturned  Ikjuic  to  resume 
farming  on  sect  ion  .'Jl .  of  I)u  I'agc  Township  and 
lived  there  until  l.s7"-'.  In  th.-it  year,  as  his  health 
was  nf)t  good,  he  went  to  Greeley.  Col.,  and  there 
engaged  in  livestock  business  for  live  years.  At  the 
expiiation  of  that  time  he  returned  to  Will  County 
.and  lias  siiu'(>  been  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
hcri'.  lie  owns  five  hundred  acres  of  as  fine  farming 
Land  as  is  to  lie  found  in  the  county,  located  in 
I)u  I'age  and  Lockport  Townships.  lie  has  a 
handsome  and  substantial  residence  wliich  he  oc- 
cupies in  Plainfield,  ami  is  mamiging  his  large  agri- 
cultural interests  with  more  than  ordinary  success. 

In  lisfjl.  Mr.  Flagg  and  Marava  Colegrove 
united    their  lives  .and  fortunes.      She  is  a  native  of 
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Wheatland  Township,  Will  C'oiinl}',  and  a  daughter 
of  Lester  G.  and  Lucretia  (Ingersoll)  Colegrove, 
of  whom  see  sketch.  Two  children  have  resulted 
from  this  marriage,  George  Iv.  anil  .Tcrunie  F. 
Chester  Ingorsoll.  the  grandfallier  of  Mrn.  Flagg. 
kept  tlie  lirst  hotel  th:it  was  opent'd  in  the  city  of 
C'hicago. 

Mr.  l'1ui,'g's  hiyal  cuurse  when  our  eonntry  was 
threatened  with  ruin,  and  his  straightforward, 
niaidy  eniidncl  in  all  the  affairs  of  life,  lioth  be- 
fore and  since  that  tinu'.  mark  liiin  as  a  man  who 
is  an  honor  to  the  citizenship  of  his  nati\-c  county. 


■•:■•#■ 


HARLES  PAULI,    proprietor   of    tiie    Na-    ' 
tional  Hotel  at  .Toliet,, counts  his  friends  liy 

K^.'  the  score  among  the  traveling  public,  and 
whoever  is  so  fortunate  as  to  sojourn  once  ■  under 
his  hospitable  roof,  repeats  the  experiment  at  thi- 
earliest  opportunity.  'I'lie  National  is  eonifortably 
equipi)ed  with  all  tlu'  roiiuisites  f(U'  rest  and  re- 
freshment. "iMinc  host"  ('xerts  himself  to  be 
courteous  and  obligiug,  and  is  cviilently  operating 
witii  a  thorough  understanding  of  his  business. 

The  subject  of  this  notice,  a  native  of  the  King- 
dom of  Saxony,  was  Ijorn  May  1^.  I^^IT,  and  is  tlie  i 
Sou  of  an  old  soldier  of  tlie  (Jerman  army,  Henry  j 
I'auli.  who  died  in  (iermany,  in  l!s7.!,  at  the  ad- 
vanced .age  of  ninety-two  years.  He  had  distin- 
guished himself  for  bravery  and  fidelity  to  duty, 
and  for  nuiny  years  was  in  the  enjoyment  of  a 
liension  from  the  ( iovernnieut. 

In  accordance  with  the  laws  and  customs  of  his 
native  country.  iNIr.  Paul!  was  placed  in  school  at 
an  early  .age  and  pursued  his  studies  several  yeai's, 
acquiring  a  good  education  iu  his  nali\'e  tongue. 
He  remained  a  resident  of  his  native  place  until  a 
man  of  twenty-eight  j'cars.  and  then  resolved  to 
Seek  his  fortunes  in  America.  Accordingly,  in  the 
suunuer  of  18G."i  he  set  out  for  the  New  World  on 
a  steam  vessel  named  New  ^■()rk.  which  in  due  time 
landed  him  safely  iu  New  "^'ork  City.  'J'hcuce  not 
long  afterward  he  repaii-eil  to  St.  Louis.  Mo.,  and 
from    there    migrated    to    Kdw.-uds    Couuty,    Kau.,    ) 


where  he  sojourned  two  years.  He  afterward  fol- 
lowed cigar  making  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  three  or  four 
years,  from  1877  to  1881.  In  the  spring  of  the 
latter  year  he  came  to  Joliet,  where  he  pursued  his 
trade  of  a  cig.armaker  until  purcliasing  the  hotel 
of  which  he  is  now  proprietor. 

I'l-on  i)econiing  a  voting  citizen  Mr.  Pauli  iden- 
tified himself  with  the  Democratic  part}'.  He  is 
eminently  social  in  his  instincts,  belonging  to  the 
Old  Soldiers'  Soeiely,  a  German  order  flourishing 
wherever  there  is  a  large  number  of  German 
soldiers.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Sharpshooters  and 
the  \'(.)cal  Minstrel  Society  of  Joliet. 

Mr.  Pauli  took  unto  himself  a  wife  and  helpmate 
in  October,  1880,  being  wedded  to  Miss  Lena  An- 
liarilt.  This  lady  was  born  of  parents  who  were 
natives  of  ( iermany.  anil  who  are  now  deceased. 
Of  this  union  Miere  are  no  children.  j\lr.  Pauli's 
mother  bort'  the  maiden  name  of  Doretta  Bock; 
she  is  now  dec^'a-ed.  The  National  Hotel  is  a  solid 
stoni.'  buildiug,  containing  seventy  two  rooms  and 
thoroughly  e(piii)ped  for  the  purposes  to  which  it 
is  adapted.  It  was  the  first  buildiug  of  the  kind 
erected  in  Joliet,  and  althnugh  an  old  timer,  is  iu  a 
peifecl  state  of  preservatii.>n  and  good  for  many 
years  t(i  come. 


-^ 


if  ASON  L.  WILSON.  Among  the  live  real- 
estate  meu  of  the  flourishing  little  city  of 
.loliet.  is  found  Jason  L.  Wilson,  who  was 
born  in  this  city.  November  11,  1858.  He 
is  a  son  of  (Jeiirge  and  Martha  (Eaton)  Wilson, 
both  of  whom  are  natives  of  Manchester,  N.H.  The 
fKther  started  out.  in  life  as  a  farmer,  but  learned 
the  c.-u-penter's  trade,  which  he  subsequently  fol 
lowed.  Jn  18.52  he  left  the  (iranite  State  to  find  a 
home  iu  tlie  [)rairie  lands  of  the  Mississippi  Valley, 
bringing  with  him  his  family,  which  then  com- 
prised two  children.  These  were  John,  now  cashier 
of  the  rolling  mills,  and  Mrs.  Jennie  McGuire, 
also  of  this  city.  After  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Wil- 
son became  residei.ts  of  .loliet  four  children  were 
born  to  them.     Two  of   these,  Geoi'ge   and    Eaton 
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arc  iIiTcasi'il :  thu  livino;  an'  ChaiK's.  a  procerv 
(Ifak'r   in   .Uiliet.  ami  our  sulijcrt. 

'I'lu'  gciilU'iiiau  iif  win.im  ne  write  rcceivcil  a 
iT'iotl  eoiniaun-seboo!  education  and  lit-^tin  his  art- 
ivc  life  as  a  clerk  iii  a  grocery  ston\  in  wliicli  lie 
n>niainp<I  alioul  four  years,  lie  tlien  lucanio  a 
(■I.t1<  in  the  local  ollicc  of  Ihc  Alton  K'ailroad. 
s|ii'n(linf,'  eleven  j'ears  in  the  employ  of  thai  rail- 
road corporation,  finir  of  whicli  were  passed  in 
Cliica<4o  as  chief  clerk  of  Uie  local  office  there.  lie 
returned  to  .loliet  as  aLreiit  of  the  Chicago  &  St. 
Louis,  now  the  Santa  Ke  Kailroad,  continuing  in 
that  capacity  Ave  years.  In  ls.s;i  he  entereil  upon 
the  sale  of  real  estate,  whirli  he  still  pursues,  hav- 
ing in  Decemher  of  that  year  fornicd  a  partnership 
with  Henry  II.  McOuirc. 

In  jAIiss  Laura  N'ander.liurg.  ;i  cultured  .■iiid  lo\'- 
alile  j'oung  lady  of  this  city.  Mr.  Wilson  found 
the  qualities  of  heart  and  iniiid  which  he  desired 
in  his  life  coni|)anion.  After  a  successful  wooing, 
the  rites  of  wedlock  were  celeliratec]  between  tlicni 
July  22.  1882.  They  have  throe  living  children, 
named  respectively':  George,  jNIartha  and  .\iiila. 
Mrs.  Wilson  is  a  daughter  of  W.  L.  Nandeuburg, 
originalh'  of  the  Empire  State.  Mr.  Wilson  af- 
liliates  with  the  Masonic  fraternity-.  lie  possesses 
flccided  business  abilitj',  is  well  informed  regard- 
ing the  world's  progress,  and  is  reputed  honest,  le- 
lialile  and  straightforward  in  all  his  dealini's. 


<?  >ILLIAM  DAVIDSON.  It  is  frequently 
y  said  that  the  iicdeslrian  learns  much  more 
of  the  country  than  he  who  travels  by 
public  conveyance,  as  be  is  brought  much  closer  to 
the  (icople  and  has  a  better  opportunity  to  observe 
their  habits  and  to  learn  their  characteristics,  and 
also  sees,  as  rapid  transit  will  not  permit,  the  nat- 
ural beauties  or  blemishes  of  the  landscajie.  Did 
time  and  space  allow  of  a  detailed  accouut  of  the 
experiences  of  the  subject  of  tins  .sketch,  much  of 
interest  might  be  learned  regarding  the  appearance 
of  various  sections  some  years  since  and  the  man- 
ner  of    life  of  the  citizens.      Although    his   experi- 


ences were  not  always  agreealile,  yet  liis  laliors  in 
life  were  beguiled  by  many  scenes  both  entertain- 
ing and  inslnicti ve.  The  stublKU'ii  delennination 
which  is  so  characteristic  of  the  race  from  which 
he  sprung  and  the  feeling  whieli  has  been  so  thor- 
oughly embodied  in  the  well-known  expression  of 
oneof  England's  most  notecl  inen. that  "England  ex- 
pects ever^'  man  to  do  bis  duty,  "  has  characterized 
his  life  labors  and  h'd  to  his  success  and  present 
assured  financial  standing. 

The  remote  ancestors  of  our  subj<'<-t  were  Danes, 
but  for  many  generations  they  have  been  num- 
bered among  the  iMiglish  race.  He  of  whom  we 
write  was  born  in  T;illaiitire,  Cumberland  Count>-, 
England,  October  2.s.  I,s27.  and  is  one  of  six  sons 
and  two  daughters  born  to  Koliert  and  Esther 
(llowel  Davids<pn.  who  were  natives  of  the  game 
comity.  The  father  was  a  farm  laborer.  Three 
sons  and  a  daughter  came  to  America,  .losepli  and 
William  making  the  voj'age  in  IS.'iO. 

An  old  Englishman  had  been  sent  from  Connec- 
licnt  to  the  Mother  Country  to  secure  one  hundred 
anil  nfty  (piairymen.  and  under  an  engagement 
with  him  the  two  Davidsons  came  to  the  I'i>ited 
States.  .Toseph  p.aying  his  own  fare  but  William 
being  brought  bj'  the  compan}'.  The  latter  from 
earl3'  bo.yhood  had  longed  to  cross  the  ocean  and 
rejoiced  in  the  opportunity  presented  to  him.  They 
landed  in  New  York  Aiiril  24.  1850,  and  began 
their  labors  in  the  Connecticut  quarry  the  follow- 
ing day.  Previous  to  leaving  his  native  land  young 
Davidson  had  been  railroading  for  six  years  and 
prior  to  that  time  had  been  a  farm  hand. 

Mr.  Davidson  worked  ninety-nine  days  in  the 
quarry,  paying  his  passage  monej'  and  quitting  the 
employ  of  the  company'  when  they  owed  him  ^40, 
which  they  have  never  ))aid.  Borrowing  87  from 
his  brother,  he  went  to  Philadelphia  and  thence  to 
llrdtiroore,  from  which  point  he  started  on  a  tramp 
with  his  kit  on  his  back.  He  went  to  Little  York, 
I'a..  and  had  worked  six  weeks  when  the  quarry 
stopped  and  he  tramped  three  hundred  miles,  le- 
turning  to  within  a  mile  of  his  starting  point. 
There  he  worked  on  a  canal  six  weeks,  after  wlii(;li 
he  walked  to  Dalton,  Ohio,  where  he  engaged  to 
laj-  track  for  the  Ft.  Wayne  Railro.ad.  Nine 
nioiitlis  were  s|ient  in  the  employ  of  that  company. 
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lUiring-  which  Mr.  Davidson  i)ut  in  tlie  switches 
and  side  traclis  from  Pittsburg.  Pa.,  to  Massillon, 
Ohio.  His  next  change  was  to  Michigan  C'itj',  Ind., 
where  lie  took  a  job  of  spotting  ties  on  the  New 
Albany  &  Salenn  Railroad.  The  little  money  which 
he  should  have  made  was  lost,  as  his  contract  was 
but  a  verbal  one.  and  his  employers  thought  he  was 
making  too  much  for  an  old  country  man.' 

After  this  hard  treatment  Mr.  Davidson  left  the 
company  and  coming  to  Chicago  in  1852  was  ill 
for  two  weeks,  after  which  he  went  on  the  Illinois 
Central  Railroad  at  Kankakee,  before  there  was  a 
liouse  at  that  itoinl.  lie  got  out  all  the  stone  used 
on  the  road  from  there  to  Cairo,  working  at  it 
about  four  years,  after  which  he  took  up  his  abode 
in  Joliet,  where  he  has  resided  for  thirty-four  \ears. 
lie  came  here  with  Robert  Cunningham  and  tiie 
fiist  work  he  did  in  this  place  was  to  get  out  stone 
for  the  I'liiversalist  Church.  He  began  work  in 
the  nuarry  of  which  lie  now  owns  a  share,  his  em- 
plovers  lieing  Wilson  liros.  of  Chicago,  whom  he 
served  eleven  years  as  a  foreman.  He  and  W.  A 
Strong  then  bought  the  Swalm  quarrj',  and  after- 
ward the  Wilson,  carrying  on  the  two  about  four 
years,  when  onr  subject  bought  liis  partner's  inter- 
est, besides  other  iiroperty.  In  l.s(;'.)  he  sold  a 
fourth  interest  to  his  brother  and,  in  1885,  taking 
in  Henry  Kerber.  organized  as  a  ji:iint  stock  com- 
pany. The  output  has  been  from  *100  to  >!150,000 
per  year. 

Mr.  Oavids<in  has  been  fcmr  tinu'S  married.  His 
first  wife,  .lane  Sterling,  was  a  native  of  Canada 
and  was  of  Sccitcll  descent;  she  died  about  three 
years  after  their  marriage.  ^Ir.  Davidson  con- 
tracted a  second  marriage  with  Ann  Finney,  a  lad_y 
of  English  l)irtli;she  was  a  widow  with  six  chil- 
dren, the  yonngest  of  whom  was  two  years  old  at 
the  time  of  iier  second  marriage.  Slie  bore  l\Ir. 
Davidson  two  cliildren.  one  deceased,  while  the  other 
a  daughter.  Etta  .1.,  is  the  wife  of  .John  Piei'ce 
and  resides  in  Colorado  S[)rings.  Colo.  After  the 
death  fif  Mrs.  Ann  (Finney)  Davidson  onr  subject 
took  nnto  himself  as  a  wife  and  helpmate  IMrs. 
Melissa  Dewey,  who  lived  twenty-one  years  after 
their  union.  No  childien  were  liorn  of  this  mar- 
riage. Mr.  Davidson  niarrieil  his  present  wife,  a 
most   estimable   huly,  in     the    fall    of    1885.     Her 


maiden    name   was  Amelia  Hegliom,  and  she  is  of 
Norwegian  birth. 

In  connection  with  this  sketch  we  present  a  lith- 
ographic portrait  of  Mr.  Davidson.  Politically,  he 
is  a  strong  Republican.  His  character  as  well  as 
his  business  energy  entitle  him  to  respect,  and  he 
is  numbered  among  the  most  reliable  citizens  of 
the  city  in  which  he  has  resided  so  many  years. 


]  OHN  KIEF, senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Kiep 
l>ros.,  IS  with  his  partner  conducting  a  well 
regulated  market  occupying  No.  117  Chi- 
cago .Street,  Joliet,  where  he  has  lieen  en- 
gaged since  1875.  !Mr.  Kiep  is  one  of  the  native- 
born  citizens  of  Joliet,  and  first  opened  his  eyes  to 
the  light  November  24,  1858.  His  father,  Philip 
Kiel),  a  native  of  Oermany.  emigrated  to  the  I'nited 
States,  in  1850,  when  a  _yonnj';  man,  coming  imme- 
diately to  the  young  town  of  .loliet.  and  in  due 
time  was  married  to  i\Iiss  Helen  St.  Julian. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  a  native  of 
France  and  born  in  18-")4.  She  was  thus  four 
3'oars  3'ounger  than  her  husband  whose  l)irth  took 
place  May  1,  1830.  They  were  married  in  1857,  and 
Philip  Kiep  sometime  afterward  opene<l  a  board- 
ing house  which  he  is  still  conducting.  He  and 
his  excellent  wife  are  still  living,  being  hale  and 
hearty  and  in  the  enjo3'ment  of  a  comfortable  sup- 
ply of  this  world's  goods.  There  was  born  to  them 
a  family  of  nine  children,  six  sons  and  three 
daughters,  all  of  whom  with  the  exception  of  P. 
Robert,  the  fourth  child,  who  works  in  the  Elgin 
Watch  Factory,  are  residents  of  Joliet.  The  others 
were  nameil  respectively:  John,  Joseph,  F'rank  L., 
Philip  D..  .losei)hine.  Mary  and  Theresa,  and  one, 
Phili|K  dead. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Joliet  and  when  starting  out  in  life  for 
himself  entered  the  employ  of  W.  C.  Wood,  who 
was  engaged  in  the  insurance  business.  Later  he 
was  variously  occupied  until  1875.  when  he  estal)- 
lished  his  meat  market  in  partnership  with  .lames 
McPartlin  in  1881.  In  1881,  selling  out  he  went  to 
California  where  he    remained    until    April  the  fol- 
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lowing  j'ear.  lie  was  niariii'cl  in  .Iidict,  .luncit, 
1885,  to  Miss  Mar}-  A.  Kappal.  Soou  al'tt'inarci. 
ill  oonipany  witii  iiis  brother  Joseph,  lie  established 
the  present  market  wbieh  is  one  of  tlie  most  iiii- 
pdi'taiit  iiislitnticms  (if  the  kind  in  tiic  eity.  dciini^ 
a  iai'm'  business.  He  has  m:,de  as  line  displays 
dnrinii  the  holidays  as  anj'  market  man  in  the  State 
of  Illinois,  priding  himself  at  this  season.  lie  is 
a  fnie  judge  of  good  meats  and  is  fully  api)reciated 
l)y  his  patrons  who  comprise  the  best  |)eople  of  the 
city.  He  gives  very  little  attention  to  iiolities, 
Willi  the  exception  of  voting  the  Democratic  tiiket 
at  the  general  elections. 

Mrs.  Mary  A.  (Rappal)  Kiep  was  born  June  l.'i. 
I  SGI.  in  .Idliet  and  is  the  daughter  of  Michael  ami 
Antoinette  Kappel  who  were  early  settlers  uf  the 
township  and  who  are  still  living;  they  are  pleas- 
antly localcil  on  a  farm  two  and  one-half  miles  frdni 
the  riiiirt  house.  The  two  ehililren  b(irn  t(i  Mr. 
and  .Mrs.  Kioi)  were  named  respectively  Loretla 
and  .\nibr<ise.  lieing  a  descendant  of  a  peo|)le  be- 
lie\  iiig  in  eoinjiulsor}-  education,  IMr.  Kiep  designs 
giving  his  children  the  Itest  advantage  in  his 
pdwir.  He  is  a  Catholic  in  religion,  belonging  In 
.St.   .\l(i\sius  Scjeielv  in   Joliet. 


ff  KliMAX  N.  DOESCIIKR.  CreU'  'lown- 
Y  J  sliip  is  not  without  its  share  of  the  line 
\y/^  farms  f(ir  which  the  State  of  Illinois  is 
(^!  noted,  and  on  one  of  these  li\-es  Herman 
Doe.scher,  a  sueeessfnl  farmer  and  stock-raiser. 
This  estate  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  .icres  of  line 
land  near  Kndor  has  been  the  home  of  our  subject 
for  fourteen  years,  and  to  his  efforts  is  due  its 
present  state  of  improvement.  He  began  his  res- 
idence in  this  townshi|)  in  1854,  buying  one  liin- 
dred  and  twenty  acres  in  the  southern  part.  u|ion 
which  there  was  but  little  improvement.  He  has 
since  improved  the  f:u-ni  and  increased  the  .acreage. 
and  made  a  small  fortune  l)y  his  iieisistent  efforts 
in  agriculture  and  stock-raising. 

In  the  town  of  Hanover,  Germany.  ,\piil  2». 
18;5;^,  he  of  whom  we  write  openeil  his  eyes  to 
the  light  of  (lav.     He  is  the 


d  in   a   family  of 


eight  children,  one  of  whom  was  born  in  Amtrica, 
and  was  about  nine  years  of  age  when  the  family 
emigrated  to  America,  a  settlement  being  made  in 
Lake  County,  lud.,  where  he  grew  to  manhood. 
There  he  completed  his  schooling,  becoming  [los- 
si'sscd  of  a  practical  education,  while  under  the 
careful  training  of  his  estimable  i)arents,he  acquired 
right  principles  and  useful  habits.  At  Hanover, 
in  that  county,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Amelia  Aleier,  who  has  been  his  ellicient 
companion  and  syni|)athizing  helpmate  for  many 
years. 

Airs.  Doeseher  was  born  in  IIano\er.  (ierinanv. 
,\(i\cinber  .'i,  18;M,  and  there  rea.-ed  to  womanlioo(l. 
She  lost  her  mother  in  Germany  and  suliso- 
(lucntly  came  to  America  witli  two  of  her  brothers 
to  join  their  father,  Henry  INIcier,  at  Hanover,  Ind. 
The  latter  afterward  went  to  Iowa,  and  died  at 
Jefferson,  Greene  County,  when  about  four  score 
and  live  3-ears  of  age.  His  life  work  was  that  of 
farming.  Mrs.  Doescher  was  married  about  a 
year  after  her  arrival  in  this  country.  She  is  the 
mother  of  twelve  children,  seven  of  whom  died 
young.  The  survivors  are  Alvina,  Lizzie,  Bertha; 
and  Edwin  and  Julius  (twins),  all  at  home.  Mr. 
Doescher  lias  been  llighw.ay  Commissioner  some 
years.  In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  Republican. 
The  entire  family  are  attendants  at  the  Lutheran 
Church,  and  are  regarded  with  respect  liy  their 
fellow-citizens  as  wortli\-  representatives  of  their 
nationality  and  the  families  from  which  they  are 
(b'scended. 

The  paienls  of  our  sulijei-t  were  Hennaii  and 
Johaim.di  (SielTcn)  Doex-lier.  The  father  was  horn 
in  the  Kiiig(hiiii  of  llanoxci.  and  hied  to  the  trade 
of  a  rope  maker. carrying  on  a  rope-ualk  at  Bremer- 
liaven  f(ir  a  number  of  years  and  until  he  came 
to  America.  Tlie  mother  was  bom  and  rean.d 
near  Hamburg,  and  was  of  pure  (iernian  bhuid. 
After  the  birth  of  all  of  tlc-ir  children  but  one, 
Ihcy  set  out  from  Ureiiieilia\eii  on  a  sailing  ves- 
s(  I  \\n-  the  United  States.  After  a  voyage  of 
seven  weeks  landing  was  made  in  New  York  Citv, 
whence  the  family  at  oii'-e  journeyed  to  Lake 
County.  Ind.  This  was  in  the  fall  of  l.s4l>.  The 
parents  purchased  one  liiindred  and  si.vty  acres  of 
laid  ill  Hanover,  wlieie  they  began  their  farm  life. 


5()8 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


and  where  tliey  lived  for  about  fort^y  years.  There 
the  mother  died  in  1881,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
eight  years.  Her  luish.and  afterW'ard  went  to  En- 
dor,  111.,  and  died  at  the  home  of  hi.s  son  Charles. 
December  2.  1887.  He  had  reached  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-four  years.  He  had  been  successful 
in  worldly  affairs  and  in  gaining  the  esteem  of 
his  fellow-men  to  whom  his  honesty  and  kindli- 
ness were  well  known.  His  wife  was  an  excellent 
neighbor,  ever  ready  tii  perform  deeds  of  kindness 
and  both  had  many  friends,  i)articuhirly  among 
the  ricrman  residents  of  the  county  in  which  they 
lived. 


^p5^E0RGE  PICKEL  is  numbered  among  the 
III  __  Industrious,  thrifty  members  of  the  farm- 
^^4)  iiig  communit}'  of  riainfield  Township, 
where  he  has  an  excellent  farm,  that  is  under 
good  tillage,  is  provided  with  comfortable  build- 
ings, and  yields  a  good  income.  Our  subject  is  a 
veteran  of  the  late  war,  in  which  he  suffered  all 
the  hardshiiis  and  iu'ivati(,ins  of  a  soldier's  life 
for  the  sake  of  his  country.  He  is  a  native  of 
New  York,  lunii  nvpx  tiic  town  of  Albion,  Orleans 
County,  July  3.  1839,  a  .sun  of  John  Pickel.  He 
was  but  four  years  old  when  he  was  dc|)rive(l  of 
the  care  of  his  father  b3'  his  premature  death.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  married  a  second  time,  be- 
coming the  wife  of  William  Mctiuenn,  who  was  a 
veter.an  of  the  War  of  1.^12.  and  took  jiart  in  the 
battle  of  Platfstmrg.  In  1H48,  the  family  came 
to  Will  County,  and  here  our  subject  was  reared 
amid  the  pioneer  inlliiences  that  obtained  here 
thus  early  in  the  settlement  of  this  section  of  the 
State.  .loliet  was  then  but  a  village  and  the  sur- 
rounding country  was  but  sparseh'  settled,  giving 
but  little  indication  of  its  present  prosperous  con- 
dition. Our  subject  attended  the  i)ublic  schools 
and  obtained  a  fair  education,  an<l  when  very 
young  entered  u[iiin  liis  career  as  a  farmer,  gain- 
ing a  good  practical  knowledge  of  agriculture,  and- 
he  continued  to  pursue  th.at  calling  till  he  entered 
the  army.  He  had  lieen  watching  the  conisc  of 
the  war  with  patriotic  interest,  and  Augusts,  l.S(')2, 


in  the  very  prime  and  vigor  of  a  stalwart  man- 
hood, he  being  then  but  twenty-three  years  of  age, 
he  proffered  his  services  in  the  defence  of  the 
Slars  and  Stripes,  and  was  enrolled  as  a  member 
of  Company  E,  One  Hundredth  Illinois  Infantry, 
and  served  faithfully  from  that  time  until  his  hon- 
orable discharge  in  June,  1865,  with  the  exception 
of  tlie  time  when  he  was  languishing  in  reliel  pris- 
ons. 

At  the  battle  of  Perr^'sville  the  regiment  was 
held  in  reserve,  but  it  took  an  active  and  gallant 
part  in  the  l.iattles  of  Stone  River  and  Chicka- 
niaui^a.  In  the  latter  engagement  Mr.  Pickel  and 
his  comrades  were  captured,  and  for  more  than  a 
year  suffered  the  horrors  of  life  in  rebel  i)risons. 
After  two  days  in  Libby  Prison,  Richmond,  the}' 
were  taken  from  there,  and  were  then  transferred 
to  Pemberton  Prison,  where  they  remained  until 
December,  and  were  then  taken  to  Danville.  In 
the  month  of  April,  they  were  dispatched  to 
Anderson vi lie,  were  confined  there  seven  months 
and  after  that  taken  to  Florence,  S.  C,  and  from 
there  to  Go'ldsborough,  N.  C.  thence  to  '\\'ilming- 
ton,  and  were  there  paroled  after  being  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy  seventeen  long  and  weary 
months,  when  they  must  have  often  despaired  of 
ever  seeing  home  and  friends  again.  Mr.  Pickel, 
though  naturally  of  a  vigorous  constitution,  suf- 
fered extremely  and  became  so  emaciated  that 
whereas  he  had  weighed  two  hundred  and  five 
[lounds  just  after  the  battle  of  Stone  River,  when 
life  was  released  from  captivity'  he  only  weighed 
one  hundred  and  sixteen  pounds. 

After  our  subject  and  his  comrades  were  jiaroled 
they  were  ordered  to  St.  Louis,  and  thence 
went  to  Camp  Butler,  Springfield,  and  were  mus- 
tered out  of  the  service.  After  his  terrible  exper- 
ience in  prison,  on  the  march  and  on  the  battle- 
lielil,  ;Mr.  Pickel  returned  to  Will  County,  and  as 
soon  as  able  resumed  his  farming  operations,  that 
had  been  interrupted  when  he  laid  aside  the  har- 
vesting instrument  to  take  up  sword  and  rifie.  lie 
followed  agriculture  in  Jack.son  Township  until 
1878,  and  then  bought  his  present  farm,  whicli  he. 
is  managing  with  good  financial  success,  and  he  is 
a  shrewd,  skillful  farmer.  His  land  is  well  tilled, 
his  buildings  are  suitable   and    convenient,   and   he 
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has  sfood  machinery  to  work  his  farm,  and  does 
what  he  can  to  promote  the  hiyTiest  interests  of 
his  adopted  lownshij),  and  us  a  practical  farmer  is 
contriliuting  to  its  material   prosperity. 


(I/^^  ON.  ABIJAH  CA(;WIN.  The  growth 
If  "j.  and  prosperity  of  an\'  eity  lU'pends  very 
\j/y'  largel}-  upon  the  efforts  of  a  eominiratively 
((§))  small  number  of  her  residents,  to  whose  faith 
in  the  future  of  the  place  and  wise  judgment  as  to 
methods  by  which  to  secure  a  rapid  development, 
Other  citizens  owe  the  benefit  which  accrue  to  them. 
In  the  cit}-  of  Joliet  an  important  part  in  tlic 
ui)building  and  oHicial  work  (jf  both  city  and 
county  has  been  taken  by  tlie  gentleman  whose 
name  stands  at  the  head  of  this  sketch,  and  who 
merits  the  good  will  of  the  citizens  for  labors  which 
have  resulted  beneficially  to  all  wlio  then  maile  or 
now  make  it  their  home. 

The  birth  of  Mr.  C'agwin  look  |)lace  in  Verona, 
Oneida  County,  N.  Y..  May  19,  1807,  and  he  lived 
in  his  native  place  until  he  was  nineteen  years  old. 
lie  had  learned  the  trades  of  tanning,  currying  and 
shoemaking  in  Rome,  and  going  to  Brockport, 
Monroe  County,  he  built  a  tannery,  continuing  in 
business  there  until  1835,  when  the  tannery  was 
destroyed  by  lire,  entailing  a  severe  loss.  The 
people  of  the  conimnnily  nere  veiy  anxious  that 
the  owner  should  rebuild  anct  offered  him  material 
assistance,  but  he  thought  it  would  not  lie  for  tUe 
best,  although  very  grateful  to  them  for  their  good 
feeling  and  generosity.  Some  leather  had  been 
left  uninjured  by  the  fire,  and  this  he  made  up 
into  harness,  whicli  he  shipped  to  Chicago,  having 
made  up  his  mind  to  come  West. 

Mr.  Cagwin  left  his  old  home  in  the  Linpire 
State  in  company  with  one  Hiram  Janes,  but  look 
on  his  own  account  a  stock  of  go<jds,  whirh  he 
peddled  on  the  way  through  to  Peoria,  111.  He 
visited  a  brother  in  Pekin,  and  then,  having  de- 
termined to  settle  at  .lolict.  which  w.as  then  in 
Cook  County,  lie  loadeil  up  tlie  goods  which  lu' 
had  left  in  Peoria  and  set  out  for  this  place.  He 
bought  a  house  and  lot  on  the  west  side  of  the  Des- 


plaines  River  and  sold  out  his  goods  at  auction. 
Just  liefore  his  settlement  he  undertook  to  cross 
the  river  in  a  boat,  but  came  very  near  being  car- 
ried over  the  dam  by  the  current  and  drowned. 
He  was  within  twelve  feet  of  the  verge  when  be 
was  rescued  by  having  a  bed  cord  thrown  out  to 
him  attached  to  a  pole,  whicli  he  finally  succeeded 
in  getting  hold  of. 

In  183.")  the  land  s;,le  took  place  in  Chicago,  and 
Mr.  Cagwiu  |)ureli:ised  eighty  acres  southeast  of 
.loliet,  after  which  he  retnrned  Eastand  bought  the 
necessary  equi|)ineiits  for  a  sawmill,  which  he 
shipped  to  Chicago,  and  brought  with  a  team  from 
that  place  to  Joliet.  He  had  some  time  before 
purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  timber 
land,  on  which  he  pnr|)osed  to  begin  the  lumber 
bu.siness.  On  his  return  from  the  East  he  pur- 
chased a  horse  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  completing  his 
journey  from  that  point  on  horseback.  He  began 
getting  out  timber  for  his  mill,  doing  what  he 
could  until  tlie  following  winter,  when  on  horse- 
back he  went  back  to  the  Empire  Slate,  returning 
in  the  spring  with  his  famil}*,  which  consisted  of  a 
wife  and  four  children,  the  journey  being  accom- 
plished b}-  teams.  In  the  party  were  four  other 
adults. 

Settling  on  the  laml  east  of  Joliet,  Mr.  Cagwin 
began  in  earnest  to  build  the  sawmill,  which  was 
soon  coini)leted  and  in  running  order.  Such  mills 
being  few  in  this  section  at  that  date,  inadesawmill- 
iiii^a  lucrative  business  to  those  who  were  engaged 
in  it.  .Mr.  Cagwin  did  well,  and  in  a  short  time 
wasal)le  to  pay  for  all  his  land  and  [nircliase  sev- 
eral lots  in  .loliet.  He  operated  the  mill  until 
about  I^i3'.l,  when  his  excellent  jmlgniciit  and 
discrimination  were  recognized  by  his  election  to 
the  |)osition  of  Judge  of  Probate,  which  office  he 
held  four  years.  During  that  time  he  lived  in  the 
city,  where  he  built  several  stores  and  other  edi- 
fices, and  in  various  way  displayed  his  public 
s|)irit.  Tlie  first  warehouse  in  Will  County  was 
erected  by  him  during  his  term  of  office,  il  being 
the  one  now  owned  by  E.  Bush.  .loliet  was  the 
home  of  Mr.  Cagwin  until  October,  188(),  when  he 
removed  to  his  present  residence  east  of  the  city 
limits  on  section  II.  Joliet  Township.  The  land 
which  he    occupies  consists  of    ninety-three  acres, 
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valued  at  $500  per  acre,  and  on  it  is  a  full  line  of 
oxi-elk-nt  buildings  adapted  to  viirioiis  purposes, 
tho  family  lesidence  beiuji  a  model  of  rural  archi- 
tecture. For  a  long-  term  (if  j'ears  Mr.  Cagwin  was 
engaged  in  buying  and  sliip|)ing  grain,  and  he  is 
to  da\'  extenslveh'  known  as  the  veteran  grain 
dealer  of  tins  section. 

The  marriage  of  the  lion.  .Mr.  Cagwin  was  cele- 
l.irateil  ;it  Hroclqiort,  N.  Y.,  many  years  ago,  his 
bride  lieing  Miss  Hannah  .Seribncr,  a  native  of 
Poultne}'.  \"t.  She  is  a  worthy  woman,  [lossessing 
more  than  ordinary  intelligence  and  an  excellent 
Christian  character.  She  has  borne  her  husbanil 
ten  children,  eight  of  whom  .are  li\-ing — Merritt  is 
a  farmer  in  l.ockport  Township;  Helen  is  the 
widow  of  the  late  Di'.  Klvis  Ilarwoo<l  ;  Sarah  was 
fir^l  married  to  a  .Mr.  Ilibliard.  and  Is  now  the 
widow  of  the  late  Dr.  IJai-rett,  of  Jackson  Town- 
ship; Thomas  is  a  resident  of  ^Milwaukee,  Wis.; 
Ilamden  lives  in  .Toliet;  Rose  is  the  wife  of  I'.urt 
Briggs;  Nancy  is  still  with  her  pareuts;  Abijali 
resides   in  Ft.  Smith,  Ark. 

Mr.  C'agwin's  first  I'resiilential  liallot  was  cast 
for  Andrew  -bickson,  and  ho  has  ever  licen  a  stanch 
Democrat.  He  has  held  several  iuipi.irtaiit  [lublie 
positions,  having  been  the  incumbent  of  various 
city  offices.  He  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity 
and  is  a  Knight  Templar,  lloth  he  and  his  wife 
belong  to  the  Fniversalist  Church. 


ElIKLDT.  Among  the  respected  enterpris- 
ing fariuers  of  Washington  Township,  the 
name  of  our  subject  deserves  mention  .as 
that  of  one  who  in  a  comparatively  short  time  has 
accumulated  a  line  |uo[ieity  and  secured  a  good 
position  among  the  substantial  men  of  the  county. 
He  owns  and  occupies  two  hundred  acres  of  fertile 
land  on  section  27,  and  thereon  has  erected  a  full 
.line  of  excellent  farm  buildings,  including  ever\' 
convenient  and  necessary'  structure.  Industrious 
and  zealous  in  whatever  he  undertakes,  upright  in 
all  the  relations  of  life,  and  manifesting  an  intelli- 
gent interest  in  the  advancement  of  tlie  section  in 
which  he  has  made  his  home,  Mr.  Heldt  is  highly 
respected  bj'  his  fellow-cftizens. 


The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Christopher  and 
Stenia  Heldt.  natives  of  INIecklenburg.  Germany, 
in  which  Province  their  ten  children  were  also 
borns.  Two  sons  and  six  daughters  lived  to  ac- 
company tlieir  parents  to  America,  to  whose  shores 
they  set  s.ail  from  Hamburg  in  May,  1856.  Their 
passage  was  secured  on  the  sailing-vessel  "Ore- 
gon," which  made  a  landing  in  New  York  City 
after  a  vo^-age  of  seven  weeks  and  four  days. 
The  family  soon  afterw.ard  came  to  Chicago,  and 
then  located  in  Du  Page  Count>-.  They  were  very 
pool'  and  at  first  had  a  hard  time  to  get  along,  but 
they  were  industrious  and  determined,  and  soon 
their  labors  were  rewarded  by  their  ability  to 
rent  land,  on  which  they  made  a  good  living.  The 
l)arents  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
and  not  oidy  led  upright  lives,  but  endeavored 
to  instill  into  the  hearts  of  their  children  the 
principles  of  right  living.  The  mother  dieil  in  Du 
Page  Coimty.  in  September,  IUCI,  when  upwards 
of  three-score  and  ten  years  of  age.  The  be- 
reaved husband  came  to  NVill  County  some  months 
later.  an<l  ilied  at  the  home  of  his  son,  William,  in 
Washington  Township,  in  KSIIS.  He  was  seventj'- 
Gve  years  old. 

The  natal  day  of  iiiu-  subject  was  .lanuary  2(1, 
l,sl2.  In  his  native  land  he  obt.-iined  the  educa- 
tion which  (lennan\-  ensures  to  all  her  sons,  and 
labored  with  other  memlicrs  of  the  famil}' as  his 
growing  strength  woidd  [lermit.  After  tho  I'c 
moval  t<.(  .\nierica,  he  settled  with  the  others  in 
Du  Page  County,  III.,  remaining  there  until  18G8- 
In  the  meantime  he  had  passed  his  majority  and 
had  taken  unto  himself  a  companion  in  life,  with 
whom  he  established  his  home  in  Will  County'  on 
eiglit_y  acres,  which  forms  a  part  of  his  present 
homestead.  To  tliis  he  added  acconling  to  his  abil- 
it}',  until  the  landed  estate  reached  two  hundred 
acres  and  all  was  [ilaced  in  a  lino  condition. 

For  nine  years  .Mr.  Heldt  served  as  Road  Com- 
missioner, giving  general  satisfaction  to  the  travel- 
ing public,  and  i)artieularly  to  the  agriculturists. 
His  political  adherence  is  given  to  the  Republican 
party.  He  and  the  members  of  his  family  belong 
to  the  Lutheran   Church. 

The  lady  with  whom  Mr.  Heldt  was  unite<]  in 
marriage   in    Du    Page   Count}',  bore  the   maiden 
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name  of  Lucetta  Stedt.  Sbe  was  born  in  Mecklen- 
burg-, Germanj-,  .lanuary  8.  1843,  and  was  fourteen 
j'cars  old  when  lier  parents  came  to  tliis  country. 
She  remained  with  them  in  York  Center  Town- 
siiip,  Du  Page  County,  until  her  m;uii:iyc.  SIk- 
is  a  woman  of  intelligence  and  genuine  unrtli,  who 
looks  well  to  the  ways  of  her  household  and  imi- 
deavors  to  faithfully  discharge  every  chily.  (A  full 
histor}'  of  the  family  of  which  she  is  a  nuuiiliri' 
will  be  found  in  the  biography  of  William  Sledl.) 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ilehlt  have  had  eleven  children  and 
mourn  the  loss  of  ivosetla,  Sophia,  and  an  infant 
unnamed.  The  survivors  are:  William,  a  fanner 
in  Washington  'I'ownship.  who  niarricil  Mnima 
Blevening:  Amelia,  wife  of  Henry  C.  Hansen, 
whose  home  is  a  farm  in  Ciele  'rownship;  Charh's. 
Emma.  Fred,  Krnst.  I.ouis  and  Roltert,  who  are  yd 
at  home. 

BLISS  SII.VW.  M.  1).  The  regular  .school 
of  medicine  acknowledges  one  of  its  uuist 
able  followers  in  the  jierson  of  br.  Shaw, 
((^  one  of  the  prominent  (liiysicians  of  .loliet, 
who  has  a  tiuel}'  c(piii)ped  ollice  in  the  liarbei' 
liuilding,  and  who  enjoys  an  extensive  and  lucia- 
tive  business.  He  located  in  the  city  in  1.S8-1,  and 
gives  his  entire  attention  to  the  duties  of  his  pro- 
fession. From  ISSI  nutil  1888  he  held  the  ollice 
pf  Coroner. 

A  native  of  this  ouinty  Dr.  Shaw  was  boin  in 
Joliet,  December  1,  18i;o.  and  was  the  son  of  .John 
K.  Shaw,  a  native  of  New  York  City.  The  latter 
was  reared  in  the  great  metropolis,  and  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Martha,  daughter  of  .lohn  .1.  Flack, 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this  county.  The  wed- 
ding took  place  in  .(oliet,  but  the  young  couple 
returned  East  afterward,  and  .Mr.  Shaw  was  con- 
nected with  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  died,  however,  when  com- 
paratively a  young  man,  and  before  the  recollection 
of  his  son,  J.  Bliss. 

After  the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs.  Shaw  re- 
turned to  her  father's  home  In  Joliet,  where  she 
still  lives.  She  was  subsequent!}'  married  to  Har- 
vey Downey.     Our  subject  was  the  only  child  of 


his  parents,  and  was  reared  by  his  maternal  grand- 
father. John  J.  Flack,  a  native  of  Oswego  County, 
N.  Y.  (oandfather  Flack  came  to  Illinois  in  1840, 
and  for  ui.any  years  was  a  resident  of  Joliet,  where 
his  .leath  \u(,k  place  in  1876. 

Dr.  Sliaw  w;is  a  child  of  two  \ears  when  he  was 
brought  to  this  county  by  his  mother,  and  pursued 
liis  lirst  studies  in  the  city  schools.  At  an  early 
age  he  iic^an  srricjusly  to  think  of  adopting  the 
medical  profession,  .-ind  entered  upon  his  studies 
undir  the  prcci.ptorsliip  of  Dr.  M.  B.  Campbell. 
Ill'  look  his  lirst  course  of  lectures  :it  the  Chicago 
Homeopathic  College,  subsequently  attended  and 
was  grailuatecl  in  the  class  of  1884.  from  the  Chi- 
cago Medical  College,  the  latter  being  connected 
with  the  N(jrthwestern  University. 

Soon  after  locating  iu  Joliet  the  Doctor  was 
elccteil  County  Coroner,  otitaining  the  highest 
iHunliei-  of  votes  t>f  any  candidate  on  the  Repub- 
lican ticket  at  that  election.  This  fact  is  suflicient 
indication  of  his  standing  and  popularity  iu  the 
county,  lie  has  thus  far  made  for  himself  a  Hue 
rei-ord.  and  has  the  wishes  of  hostsof  friends  for  his 
continued  success.  He  has  a  fine  library,  to  which 
he  is  steadily'  adding,  and  wherein  he  spends  his 
leisure  time,  keeping  himself  thoroughly  posted 
upon  the  latest  methods  of  practice,  while  in  a 
literary'  point  of  view,  he  is  more  than  ordinarily 
[)rolicicnt,  being  the  master  of  F'rench,  ancl  having 
a  good  understanding  of  the  German  tongue. 

After  being  graduated  Dr.  Shaw  crossed  the  At- 
huitic  and  spent  seven  months  in  the  city  of  Paris, 
devoting  himself  to  the  study  of  surgerj',  together 
with  venereal  diseases  and  diseases  of  the  eye  and 
ear.  of  which  he  makes  a  specialty.  He  there  ob- 
tained instruction  from  some  of  the  finest  practi- 
tioners at  the  French  Capital,  among  them  being 
the  noted  Galezowski.  I'pon  returning  to  his  na- 
tive land  he  spent  a  j-ear  in  the  Michael  Reese  Hos- 
pital. Chicago.  In  Paris  he  had  charge  of  one  of 
the  wards  in  the  Hotel  Dieu,  the  largest  hospital  in 
the  city. 

Dr.  Shaw  was  wedded.  February  a,  1885,  at  the 
bride's  home  in  West  Cuiou,  Iowa,  to  Miss  Lida  B. 
Hamnion  I.  This  lady  was  born  in  Joliet,  and  is 
the  daughter  of  King  .T.  ami  Julia  B.  Ilamnnnid, 
who  were  natives  of   New  York,  but  are  now   resi- 
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rlents  of  West  Union,  Iowa.  Two  biit-ht  children 
liiive  been  born  of  this  union,  n  son  nnd  ilaugliter 
— Arthnr  V>.  and  Laura  IL  The  Doctor,  politi- 
cally, gives  his  sui)port  to  the  Republican  parly, 
hut  meddles  very  little  with  public  affairs,  con- 
scientiously devoting  his  attention  to  the  duties  of 
his  profession.  Both  he  and  his  estimable  wife  arc 
members  in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church. 

ellARLES  FRANCIS  PINNEO,  one  of  the 
,  energetic  grocers  of  Joliet.  is  a  native  of 
^_  '  Will  County,  having  been  liorn  in  Reed's 
Grove,  Noveuilier  If^,  18.")1.  As  a  fanner's  boy  he 
grew  up  with  an  anxiety  for  other  and  more  con- 
genial pur,->uits.  which  were  realized  ujion  his  father 
leaving  farm  life  and  removing  to  lOhvood,  where 
he  remained  until  his  death  in  the  si)ring  of  1879. 
Our  subject  on  leaving  the  farm  went  to  ^■erolla, 
111.,  and  engaged  in  the  hotel  Inisiness.  where  he 
remained  until  connng  to  .Joliet  in  Lssi.  where  he 
lirst  accepted  a  snb(jrdinate  position,  whirii  in  1883 
was  exchanged  for  (he  pro|irietorsliip  of  the  l)usi- 
ness  he  yet  maintains. 

First  class  in  all  its  afipointments,  the  grocery 
of  Mr.  rinneo  is  a  model  and  his  business  is  a 
thriving  one.  It  is  conducted  according  to  the 
most  honorable  meth(.)ds,  ami  with  a  high  degree 
of  energy  and  tact,  and  tiie  patrons  of  the  estab- 
lishment are  t^ure  of  courteous  treatment  and  square 
dealing.  Politically,  Mr.  Pinneo  is  a  Republican, 
as  was  his  father  before  him.  lie  is  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  E|)iscopal  Cliurcli.  endeavors  to 
make  his  daily  walk  and  conversation  consistent 
with  his  Christian  [)rofessiui).  and  so  wins  the  re- 
spect of  those  aliout  him. 

Mr.  Pinneo  has  been  twice  niairied,  his  first  wife 
having  been  Miss  Mary  A.firant.  Their  marriage 
was  celebrated  Christmas  Day.  187l'.  and  they  liveil 
happily  together  until  .lanuary  KJ.  I.'s.s7,  when 
death  removed  the  wife  and  mother.  Three  cliil- 
dren  had  blessed  the  union,  onl}-  one  of  whom. 
Amy  G.,  is  now  living.  The  present  wife  of  Mr. 
X'inneo  was  formerly  Mrs.  Loretta  Thornburg,  an 


estimable  woman  of  intelligence  and  good  Ijreed- 
ing,  who  looks  well  to  the  ways  of  her  household, 
while  not  neglecting  the  social  duties  and  the  so- 
ciety of  her  many  friends. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Charles  Pinneo, 
a  native  of  Nova  .Scotia,  whose  natal  day  was 
March  20,  18U8.  He  was  a  man  of  pionounced 
convictions,  an  ardent  worker  in  the  cause  of  tem- 
perance, a  faithful  and  consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  a  most  excellent 
citizen.  He  died  April  27,  1879,  lamented*  by  a 
host  of  friends.  His  wife,  Mary  E.,  also  died  at 
Elwood.  her  demi.se  occuring  March  3,  1888;  she 
was  born  in  Nova  Scotia,  August  4,  1812.  To  her 
and  her  husband  eleven  children  were  born,  whose 
record  is  as  follows:  William  .Simmons  is  deceased  ; 
George  Davenport  lives  in  Oakland,  Cal.;  John 
Baxter,  in  Wdl  Ct)unty;  Mrs.  Julia  A.  Elderkin, 
in  IMontana;  Mrs.  Prudence  Maria  Shiffer,  in  Joliet; 
Maiy  Sophia,  Sophronia  Eliza,  Andrew  Wilson  and 
Charles  Albeit  are  dead;  Mrs.  Sophronia  Olivia 
Childs,  now  a  widow,  lives  in  Joliet;  Charles  Fran- 
cis is  the  youngest  member  of  the  family.  The 
paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were  .lohn  D. 
and  Elizabeth  Pinneo,  also  natives  of  Nova  Scotia. 

C?)  RIFFIN  MARSHALL.     The  subject  of  this 
— ,  notice    is    a    son    of    the    late    well-known 
5)    George  Marshall,  who  was  one  of   the    |iio- 

neer  settlers  of  this  county,  coming  hither  when  a 
young  man  and  before  his  mairiage.  Ilew.a>a  na- 
tive of  New  York  .State,  as  was  also  his  wife.  Mar- 
garet A.  Paddock.  The  Paddock  family  likewise 
came  to  Illinois  at  an  early  day,  and  the  parents  of 
our  subject  were  marriiMl  in  this  county.  They 
settled  on  section  1,  New  Lenox  Township,  luit  in 
18r)()  the  father,  seized  with  the  California  gold 
fever,  rejiaiied  to  the  Pacilic  Slope.  He  started  on' 
his  return  home  by  the  ocean  route,  died  on  board 
ship,  and  was  consigned  to  a  watery  grave.  The 
nnolher  is  still  living,  and  makes  her  home  in  New 
Lenox  Township. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there  was  born  a 
family  of  seven  children,  of   whom  GrifHn  was  the 
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(iflli.  lie  flrst  opened  his  e\es  to  the  liylit  at  the 
lionicstcad  in  New  Lenox  Township,  Noveniln'i-  .'ill, 
LS46.  lie  was  a  mere  child  sit  the  tinu-  of  his 
fiitlicr's  df-ith.  ;ui(l  remained  with  his  nuither  at  the 
ohl  honu'stcail  until  approarhini;  manhood,  in  fact 
lias  liere  spent  all  his  life  with  the  exception  of  six 
months  when  he  was  in  the  arm}'.  He  was  bred  to 
farminjj  pursidts,  and  has  made  these  his  chief  oe- 
enpation  in  life.  He  owns  a  part  of  the  old  home- 
stead, his  share  being  abont  one  hundred  acres. 
The  land  under  careful  cultivation  is  very  fertile, 
and  the  buddings,  without  making  anj'  pretention 
to  elegance,  form  a  safe  shelter  for  the  little 
family. 

When  a  man  of  twent3--six  years  Mr.  ^larshall 
w.-is  manied,  Deceml.ier  21.  1872,  in  Joliet,  to  Miss 
Lucy  .1.  Fry.  She  was  born  in  Joliet,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  .lohn  and  Sarah  (Kdmunils)  Fry,  who 
were  natives  of  Penns^ylvania  and  New  Yoik,  and 
are  now  deceased.  This  union  has  resulted  in  the 
liiith  of  R\e  chihlT'en.  namely:  I'Mw.ud.  Jesse. 
.Maggie,  Louisa  and  (.'hester.  They  form  a  bright 
and  interesting  group,  all  reni.ainiug  umler  the 
home  roof. 

Mr.  Marshall  has  always  taken  an  active  interest 
in  politics,  and  gives  his  uniform  support  to  the 
l{e[)ul)lican  party.  His  estimable  wife  is  a  niemlier 
in  good  standing  of  the  .Methodist  Kpi>copMl 
(  hurch. 


^-^^^>^^^i^!t^^T^^^--^ 


AMEL  FKKRISS.  It  is  a  blessing  which 
comes  not  to  all,  to  lia\i'  parents  of  whom 
their  childieii  may  be  (iroud  and  of  wliom 
they  may  justly  speak  as  mo<lels  after  which  to 
>ha|ie  their  own  lives.  The  subject  of  this  sketcli 
has  the  most  intense  filial  feeling,  and  alludes  to 
his  parents  in  terms  of  reverent  affection  that 
proves  them  to  have  lieen  worthy  of  his  heart's 
best  love. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Thonuis  Ferriss, 
boin  in  Washington  County.  X.  Y.,  in  17«'J,  and 
son  of  a  surveyor  who  mysteriously  disappeared 
on  one  of  his  trips  and  was  never  again  heard  from. 
Thomas  Ferriss  erdisted  in  the  War  of  1812  and 
during  a  part  of  the  conflict    acted  as  a  teamster. 


On  July  4.  1813,  at  the  bride's  home  in  Pennsylva- 
r.ia  he  married  ^liss  Desire  Lake  who  was  "born  in 
Wilkesbarre,  in  17lM(.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
IJaniel  Lake,  a  Revolutionary  soldier  who  lived  to 
be  more  tlian  four-siaire  and  ten  years  old.  The 
Lake  family  was  noted  for  the  longevity-  of  most 
of  the  mend)ers. 

About  1818,  Mr.  ami  Mrs.  Thomas  Ferriss  took 
up  their  abode  in  Washington  County,  N.  Y., 
whence  they  removed  to  Jefferson  County  a  few 
years  later  and  from  thereto  St.  Lawrence  County. 
On  September  M,  18:i9.  the  faithful  wife  and 
mother  closed  her  eyes  in  death,  leaving  behind  her 
the  memory  of  wise  counsels  which  have  left  their 
impress  during  all  the  years  that  have  passed  since 
her  voice  became  silent. 

In  1844,  Thomas  F'erriss  and  his  family  came  to 
Illinois,  locating  in  Lake  County.  Five  years  later 
they  remo\'ed  It)  Wesley  Township,  this  county, 
renting  a  farm  which  was  the  home  until  1854. 
One  year  after  Iheii-  settlement  upon  it  the  father 
crosstd  the  plains  to  California  attracted  by  the  re- 
ports of  the  successful  search  for  precious  metal, 
and  during  the  four  years  which  followed  he  was 
able  to  save  $1,80(J  in  gold.  He  then  returned  to 
the  Prairie  State  and  located  on  the  farm  now  oc- 
cnpii'il  I)y  our  subject,  and  there  he  closed  his  eyes 
in  death  May  2.'),  187."i.  His  son  Daniel  bad  prom- 
ised the  mother  upon  her  deathbed  that  he  would 
always  look  after  his  father,  and  right  well  did  he 
kee|)  his  promise,  lieiring  the  burden  whicli  would 
ha\e  beeii  too  heavy  f<u-  the  father's  sh(julders  and 
bec(jming  to  him  a  staff  in  his  declining  years. 

The  ii.arental  family  e()mprised  ten  children,  four 
of  whom  ai'e  now  living.  David,  who  is  now  sev- 
enty-six years  of  age.  lives  in  Michigan;  Mrs'. 
Itaehcl  ( iat<'s  is  residing  in  Minnesota,  at  the  age 
of  se\enty-four  years;  .lulia,  born  June  23,  1822, 
ami  unmarried,  keeits  house  for  our  subject,  whose 
home  comfort  she  looks  after  witli  tender  solici- 
tude. 

Daniel  Ferriss  was  born  .January  20,  1819,  in 
Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  and  even  in  childhood 
learned  lessons  of  hard  labor.  When  not  yet  ten 
jears  old  he  drove  a  three-horse  team  all  summer. 
While  the  family  liveil  in  Si.  Lawrence  County  he 
worked   in     the     brass     furnaces    and    forge.      His 
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school  advantages  were  very  meagre  but  his  native 
intelligence  and  the  knowledge  wiiich  can  be 
gleaned  tlirongh  reading  and  observation,  liave 
taken  tlie  place  of  llie  education  which  was  denied 
iiiin. 

After  the  family  rennjvcd  to  tlic  I'rairle  ^late 
our  subject  worked  on  the  farm,  assisting  iiis  fa- 
father  to  pay  an  indebtedness  of  $30,  which  hung 
over  their  lieads  when  they  reached  here,  and  after- 
ward improving  their  own  estate,  in  the  payment 
of  wliich  he  Ixu'e  a  i)art.  The  land  wliii-h  they 
purciiased  was  nearly  devoid  of  improvements  and 
to  the  energy  and  perseverance  of  our  suliject  its 
present  condition  is  due.  His  laliors  are  |)articu- 
larly  commendable  as  he  lias  for  many  a  year  la- 
bored single-handed  in  a  literal  sense.  While 
running  a  tliresliing  macliine,  Octuliei  21,  ItSlK, 
his  left  arm  was  drawn  into  the  cylinder  and  turn 
off  at  the  elbow.  IIi'  suffered  amputation  without 
the  use  of  ana'stlietics  or  allowing  anyone  to  hold 
him.  exhibiting  fortitude  extremely  rare. 

'J'hc  one  hundred  and  f(jrty -seven  acres  on  sec- 
tion "27,  wliicli  comprise  the  estate  of  Mr.  Ferriss, 
are  atlorned  by  a  good  stone  residence,  a  full  line 
of  substantial  outlniildings  and  various  fruit  ami 
shade  trees.  Neatness  and  order  [irevail  e\er\-- 
wbere  and  it  is  bard  to  lielieve  that  such  a  variety 
of  work  can  be  thoroughly  accomplished  with  the 
use  of  but  one  arm.  and  that  even  chopping,  ci-ad- 
ling  of  grain,  and  similar  work  has  been  done  b}' 
Mr.  Ferriss  siucehe  suffered  the  loss  of  his  limb. 

Mr.  Ferriss  anil  his  sister  are  honest.  God-fear- 
ing people,  whose  lives  are  sjient  iu  consistent 
enik'avor  lo  carry  out  the  (u)lden  Rule  and  honor 
the  name  whieli  Ibey  bear.  They  have  never  been 
members  of  an_\'  church,  although  tliey  lean  toward 
the  Universalisldenomination,  butgive  their  coun- 
tenance and  support  to  the  good  work  of  various 
congregations.  Mr,  Ferriss  .served  as  Constable  of 
the  township  for  six  ^ears.  Otherwise  he  has  con- 
stantly refused  to  hold  ollice.  lie  is  a  friend  to 
Masonry,  his  father  having  been  a  member  of  the 
fraternit}-.  He  has  always  taken  a  lively  interest 
in  the  political  issues  of  the  day  and  since  the  oi'- 
ganization  of  the  Republican  [larty.  has  been  a  firm 
supporter  of  it.  Prior  to  that  time  he  had  been  a 
Deraoii-at,      His     father    was  of    the    rnjversalist 


faith  and  this  no  doubt  is  one  reason  why  our  sub- 
ject and  his  sister  favor  that  church.  They  are 
entitled  to  tlie  respect  of  those  about  them  and  re- 
ceive their  due  measuie. 

On  another  page  of  the  Aliium    is  presented    a 
lithographic  portrait  of  the  late  Thomas  P\'rri.ss. 
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IfUDGE  DAVnj  WILLARD.  Years  .after  a 
stone  alone  remains  to  tell  the  story  of 
their  lives,  the  menutries  of  some  will  be 
cherished  by  the  generations  who  follow 
them,  .and  upon  whose  lives  their  efforts  have  left 
a  lasting  impress.  There  is  none  so  humble  but 
that  he  exerts  some  control  over  those  about  him, 
and  the  intluence  of  a  man  of  great  mental  and 
physical  activity  can  only  be  measured  when  time 
sh;,ll  be  no  more.  One  of  the  landmarks  of  Will 
County,  and  one  who  during  his  prime  has  taken  a 
very  piominent  i)art  in  local  affairs,  is  the  subject 
of  this  review,  who  has  now  practically  retired  to 
his  farm  on  section  4,  Wesley  Township. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  born  June 
13,  l.sis,  in  Alleghany  County,  N.  Y.,  being  the 
second  child  of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth  (.Sanders) 
Willard,  from  whom  he  inherited  sturdy  qualities. 
His  father  w.as  born  in  the  old  Bay  State,  in  1787 
becoming  a  resident  of  Washington  County,  N.  Y., 
when  a  young  man.  There,  in  1815,  he  married  a 
native  of  Ft.  Pklwards,  the  young  couple  removino- 
during  the  same  year  to  Alleghany  County.  Dan- 
iel Willard  was  a  farmer,  and  during  the  War  of 
isr2  had  t.aken  up  arms  in  his  country's  defense. 
He  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years,  one 
month  anil  nine  days,  breathing  his  last  October 
21.  1.S77.  His  faithful  companion  suivived  him  a 
few  months,  dying  July  2(),  1878.  She  .also  was  of 
riiie  age,  having  been  born  April  22,  17i»4. 

Our  subject  was  the  fortunate  recipient  of  good 
educational  advantages,  and  made  a  specialty  of 
algebra  and  field  surveying.  Being  reared  on  a 
farm  he  took  some  part  in  agricultural  labors,  and 
during  his  early  years  taught  school  in  the  winter 
season.  Before  he  had  attained  his  m.ajority  he 
was  put  on  the  ticket  <^s  School  Inspector,  but  was 
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111)1  clcctc'l  iiiilil  thv  fdUowinir  yc;ii'.  wlicii  lu'  wms  a 
st'comi  lime  luimiiiatod.  lie  was  af'trrwanl  I'k'clcd 
Ciiiislalih'  and  Town  Collector  fur  tlirec  suerc^sivc- 
\t'ars.  and  still  later  was  the  suceessful  c.'uiilidate 
foi'  .lu.-lici'  (if  t!ie  Peace,  leavini;-  Ikiur',  jidwcvri-. 
bi'foi'e  llic  tei'ui  of  office  beiiaii. 

When  twenty -one  years  old  Mr.  AViilaid  al  mid 
limes  en>>:aged  in  the  lumber  businoss  on  thr  Alle- 
gany River.  His  first  experience  was  as  a  raftsman. 
a  position  which  reqiiireil  a  keen  eye.  ([uick  wit  and 
physical  ac!i\ity.  He  fre(|ueiilly  w.alkcd  from 
Piltslnuu,  Pa.,  to  his  hi.inic,  a  distance  of  two  hun- 
dred miles,  there  being  no  means  of  transit  other 
than  this.  In  the  spring  of  1844  Mr.  Willard  took 
a  companion,  with  whom  he  came  at  once  to  Illi- 
nois, settling  on  a  tract  of  unim|iroved  land.  It 
comprised  the  eighty  acres  on  which  he  is  now 
l)assing  his  days  in  peace  antl  pleasantness.  He 
built  a  .-mall  house  which,  in  1857,  was  replaced  bj' 
the  present  cozy  home,  and  which  was  gradiudly 
surrounded  with  the  various  improvements  which 
a  good  farmer  considers  necessary  fvir  the  success- 
ful prosecution  of  his  wi.rk.  and  the  comfort  of 
himself  and  family. 

The  vocation  to  which  he  tuiiicd  his  attention 
as  a  means  of  supp<irt  was  not  allowed  to  engross 
the  attention  of  .Mr.  Willard.  whose  fitness  for 
office  was  soon  recognized  by  his  fellow-citizens, 
who  demanded  his  services.  In  184(j  he  was  given 
the  posHion  of  Township  School  Treasuier,  and 
continued  therein  U>v  years.  Two  years  later  he 
was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  an<l  in  this  ollice 
lie  scrve(l  until  1«G.5.  As  Township  Supervisor 
and  Chairman  of  the  Board  he  also  officiated  for 
years,  his  service  in  the  latter  capacity  having  ex- 
tended over  the  period  of  the  Civil  War.  He  had 
to  assess  the  citizens  for  the  first  monc\-  raised  to 
send  the  lownsliii)  quota  for  defraying  expenses  of 
the  army,  and  many  friends  were  lost  b^-  this 
.iction.  His  personal  feelings,  however,  did  not 
deter  him  from  the  exercise  of  his  judgment,  and 
the  inlegritj'  with  which  lie  managed  the  aft'air  was 
afterward  overwhelminglj-  endorsed. 

In  186.5  Mr.  Willard  was  elected  .ludge  of  tlie 
County  Court  for  a  term  of  four  years,  and  being 
re-elected,  in  18C'J.  he  continued  to  serve  until 
l!H7:5.     He  removed  his  familv  to  .loliet  and  made 


tliat  city  his  ln.rne  during  his  second  terra.  His 
strict  honor,  acute  judgment  of  character,  and  de- 
cisive opinions  regarding  right  and  justice,  were 
called  into  [ilay  while  se.atcil  upon  the  bench,  and 
the  lecoi-il  whicli  he  made  is  one  upon  which  he  can 
liMik  back  with  pride,  kmiwing  that  his  worst  enemy 
can  liiid  no  ju>t  ground  for  <-nndemnation  of  his 
cdurse.  Judge  Willard  was  tirsl  ideiitilied  with 
the  Whig  party,  and  after  its  disintegraliun  en- 
listed in  the  l\e|iublieau  ranks.  His  first  Presiden- 
tial ballot  was  eas'.  for  (ien.  W.  H.  Harrison,  and 
his  last  fnr  (ieii.  Ilcnjamin  Harrison,  the  descend- 
ant of  the  hero  of  Tipiiecanoe. 

Judge  Willard  is  descended  in  the  seventh  o-en- 
cration  from  Maj.  Simon  Willard,  who  emigrated 
from  Kent  County,  England,  to  .ALassachusetts,  in 
Ill.-M.  The  father  of  i\Iaj.  Willard  w.as  Ricluard 
Willai-d,  who  held  a  large  landed  estate  in  the 
mother  country.  The  .Al.ajor  was  a  member  of  the 
(iencral  Court  in  the  Ma.ss.achnsetts  Colonw  and  a 
[larticipant  in  King  Phillip's  war.  He  had  nine 
sons,  from  the  youngest  of  whom  .lii<lge  U'illanl  is 
descended. 

The  estimable  (voinan  who  for  inan^-  years  has 
been  the  cherished  companion  of  .Judge  Willard, 
boie  the  maiden  name  of  Ilodah  Axtell.  She  is  a 
native  of  the  Empire  State,  born  October  27,  1822, 
and  is  the  oldest  of  three  surviving  children  in  a 
I'.MUiily  of  twelve.  Slie  attended  the  common 
schcMils  in  her  native  State,  accpiiring  all  the  knowl- 
edge which  an  apt  pupil  cduld.  and  at  her  home 
was  instructed  in  housewifely  arts  and  the  princi- 
ples of  right  living,  which  have  made  her  honored 
and  useful  in  her  home  and  among  her  neighbors. 
IkMMinion  with  Judge  Willard  was  celebrated  May 
9,  IS  II.  and  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  six 
children.  The  f(Uid  parents  have  I. ecu  called  u|)ou 
to  part  with  four  of  their  loved  ones.  The  sur- 
viv(;rs  are:  Lois,  wife  of  Albert  H.  Mapps.  of 
-luliet.  and  the  mother  of  one  child;  Keuel.  who 
also  lives  in  Joliet.  is  now  (illing  the  office  of 
County  Surveyor,  and  who  took  for  his  wife  Miss 
Cora  Sibert;  Alice  died  .at  the  age  of  three  years, 
from  tyi)hoid  fever,  which  was  a  sad  affliction  to 
the  bereaved  parents.  Three  children  died  in  in- 
fancj'  unnamed. 

It  will  not  be  amiss   to  <lcvote  a  few  lines  to  the 
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ancestry  of  Mrs.  Willard.  Her  father,  Chauncey 
Axtell,  w;is  born  at  Cronnian's  Patent,  N.  Y.,  in 
1786,  an<l  Irt  mother,  Ik-tscy  ( I\Iorse)  Axtell,  in 
Otsego  County,  in  ITIMl.  Tlicv  resided  in  the  Kni- 
l)ire  State  during  the  life  of  Mrs.  Axtell,  who 
|)assed  away  in  .January,  1852.  Tlie  same  year  tlie 
bereaved  widower  removed  to  Illinois,  locating 
one  mile  \iest  of  the  present  home  of  Judge  Wil- 
lard. There  he  remained  until  death,  the  date  of 
his  decease  being  August,  1864.  He  was  a  farmer 
and  lumberman,  and  respected  by  all  who  Icnew 
him.  Besides  Mrs.  Willard  the  surviving  members 
of  his  family  are  Axie  E.  and  Betsey  M. 

~*^ ^#3-^ s— 


I'ANE  CHAIjWJCK  has  displa3'ed  a  degree 
I  of  administrative  ability  and  comprehension 
.  I  ,  of  business  affairs  wliieh  would  be  highly 
(<^£y  eredital)le  to  (_)ne  of  the  sterner  sex.  She 
is  ndniiuistrulrix  of  tlie  estate  of  the  late  .lohu 
.bines,  of  ManhaU.an  Townshii),  having  full  jiowcr 
to  manage  tlie  live  liinidi-cvl  .and  sixty  acres  as  she 
sees  lit,  and  is  kepi  fnisy  in  attending  to  the  labors 
which  it  enlails  upon  her.  The  farm  is  rented  and 
Mis^  Chadwick  occupies  a  pleasant  residence  in  the 
vill-iui',  which  for  comfort  and  ease  is  not  excelle<l 
therein.  I^hc  is  looked  up  to  by  everyone  and  no 
person    iu  this   vicinity  has  more  friends  than  she. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  .lolin  Chadwick, 
an.-ilive  of  L.-incashire,  England,  who  died  when 
his  (huiuhter.  .lane,  w.as  about  eight  years  old.  The 
mother  was  .lane  (Murray)  Chadwick,  a  native  of 
Scoll.-uid,  who  upon  being  left  a  widow  with  nine 
chihhen.  laboied  so  wisely  and  well  that  she  was 
;il>le  to  real-  llu'iii  with  fair  educations  and  prepar- 
ation for  future  usefulness.  She  died  in  ,Man- 
cliester.  iMigland.  in  is,")2.  She  was  a  consistent 
member  of  the  I'lcsbytei  ian  Church  and  endeav- 
ored to  instill  the  principles  of  right  living  into 
the  hearts  of   her  offsiiiiiig. 

'I'lu'  members  of  the  parental  family  were  Maiy, 
Alice,  .lames,  tlane.  .loseph,  Elizabeth,  Ileiirv,  John 
and  lOllen.  Mary  and  Alice  moved  to  Australia 
some  3'ears  after  our  subject  came  to  America  and 
•have  since  been  lost  track  of.     James  was  in  the 


Twenty-third  Roj'al  Welsh  Fusileers  and  served 
through  the  Crimean  War,  becoming  a  Corporal. 
At  the  close  of  the  struggle  he  returned  to  Eng- 
land, but  a  few  weeks  later  accompanied  the  army 
to  China  and  his  sister  has  never  heard  from  him 
since  that  day.  She  has  lost  trace  of  the  entire 
faniil3'  and  is  not  aware  that  she  has  a  single  rela- 
tive living. 

Miss  Jane  Chadwick  was  born  in  Manchester, 
Elngland,  and  reared  there  with  somewhat  limited 
school  advantages.  It  being  necessary  that  she 
should  early  in  life  have  an  occupation  by  which 
she  could  secure  a  livelihood,  she  learned  dress- 
making and  milliner}',  serving  a  regular  appren- 
ticeship from  sixteen  until  twenty. one  years  of 
age.  From  early  jears  she  had  made  her  home 
with  an  aunt  and  about  the  time  that  she  became 
of  age  thj  health  of  her  relative  failed  and  the 
doctors  recommended  travel  as  a  means  of  restor- 
ing it. 

Miss  Cliadwick  was  requested  to  accom|>any  her 
aunt  and  uncle,  and  having  consented,  embarked  at 
Clasgow,  Scotland,  on  the  steamer  "  Citj'  of  Glas- 
gow," which  sailed  April  1,  1850.  This  vessel  was 
one  of  the  first  ocean  steamers  and  this  was  her 
first  trii).  After  a  stormy  voyage  of  fourteen 
days  and  eight  hours,  during  which  Miss  Chadwick 
had  been  ill  continually,  landing  was  made  at  New 
York.  For  three  j-ears  the  party  traveled  in  and 
through  many  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  their 
journeyings  ceasing  only  with  the  death  of  the 
aunt,  which  took  place  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  in  1853. 
The  bereaved  uncle  was  oliliged  to  return  to  Eng- 
land and  was  most  anxious  to  have  our  subject  go 
with  him,  but  she  so  dreaded  the  voyage  that  she 
declined. 

For  some  time  Miss  Chadwick  followed  dress- 
making in  Louisville  and  then,  having  friends  in 
Atchison,  Ivan.,  who  had  come  from  her  old  Eng- 
lish home,  she  determined  to  locate  there.  She 
traveled  to  Atchison  by  boat  and  there  engaged  in 
dressmaking,  making  her  home  with  her  friends. 
During  those  exciting  times  of  border  ruffianism 
which  preceded  the  late  Civil  War,  she  saw  and 
heard  much  of  the  events  which  have  become  his- 
torical. The  head  of  the  household  in  which  she 
had  found  her  home,  went  South  and  was  killed  en 
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board  a  boat  at  New  Orleans,  his  nuirder  proving 
such  a  shock  to  his  wife  that  she  too  died  and  our 
subject  was  as^ain  left  alone. 

In  1858,  having  been  recommended  ljy  Atchison 
friends  to  come  to  Joliet,  111.,  which  was  then  just 
starting.  Miss  Chadwiek  turned  her  face  eastward, 
(lose  conlinenient  to  sewing  had  affected  her 
health  and  her  physician  advised  her  to  do  house- 
work for  a  change.  Although  she  knew  nothing 
about  housekeeping,  she  determined  to  follow  the 
doctor's  advice  and  when  she  reached  Joliet  did 
not  even  stop  to  eat  her  dinner  for  fear  that  her 
courage  would  fail  her.  but  started  out  in  search  of 
a  place.  Walking  up  on  the  bluff,  wliere  she  had 
several  amusing  experiences,  she  finally  secured  a 
situation  at  Jlr.  Furnian  Macks.  There  she  remained 
until  she  became  housekeeper  for  the  late  James 
Jones  in  Manhattan  Township.  This  gentleman 
was  not  tiio  best  of  managers,  although  an  excel- 
lent man.  and  Miss  Chadwiek  manifested  so  much 
al)ilit3'  and  good  sense  that  he  ere  long  admitted 
that  she  was  a  better  farmer  than  he,  and  followed 
her  advice  in  his  business. 

Seeing  that  Mr.  Jones  was  not  successful  as  n 
farmer.  Miss  Chadwiek  advised  him  to  build  tenant 
houses  on  each  quarter  section  and  rent  the  estate. 
This  he  did,  the  |)lan  working  so  admirably  that 
lie  became  one  of  the  most  substantial  men  of  the 
township.  Miss  Chadwiek  remained  with  him  un- 
til his  death,  when  she  lost  a  good  friend.  Realiz- 
ing that  to  her  advice  he  owed  his  success,  Mr. 
Jones,wished  to  give  Miss  Chadwiek  a  deed  to  the 
farm,  hut  she  would  not  allow  this,  having  no 
desire  to  liecome  defendant  in  a  suit  which  would 
swallow  up  the  place  and  cause  much  hard  feeling 
in  the  minds  of  his  relatives.  She  accepted  a  life 
annuity,  ¥300  jier  annum,  which,  with  the  adminis- 
trator's fees,  affords  her  a  comfortable  support. 
Congressman  Hill,  of  .Inlict.  was  appointed  by  Mr. 
Jones  to  assist  Miss  Chadwiek,  but  she  has  the  su- 
preme power.  She  remained  on  the  farm  a  j'ear 
after  the  death  of  the  owner,  straightening  up 
affairs  and  selling  off  eighty  acres,  leaving  five 
hundred  and  sixty  in  the  farm. 

In  1883  Miss  Chadwiek  bought  a  half  acre  in  Man- 
hattan upon  which  she  erected  three  houses,  later 
building  her  own  residence.     She  is  an  active  and 


liberal  niciiibcr  <if  Si.  I'aul's  Kiiiscopal  C'luircli.  in 
Manhattan  Township,  and  a  member  of  the  Ladies' 
Gudd,  for  which  she  has  acted  as  delegate  and 
otherwise  labored.  She  is  a  linn  belie\'er  in  tlie 
principles  of  KcpiililicMiiisin  and  exerts  all  the 
influeiii'c  uhicli  a  woman  of  her  standing  can,  in 
favor  of   thai  parly. 


\¥M)HX  McDonald.  No  resident  of  Frank- 
I  fort  .Station  is  better  known  than  this  gen- 
'  tienian,  who  deals  in  grain,  lumlier,  coal, 
v(®//  hay  and  tile,  and  who  has  had  an  extended 
experience  as  a  grain  merchant.  NolielLer  judge  of 
grain  can  be  found  in  the  eounf^'  than  .lolni  iMe- 
Donald,  and  he  was  proliably  tlu^  largest  buyer 
within  it  in  the  early  days  of  Frankfort  Station. 
He  still  handles  large  quantities,  ami  is  recogni/.ecl 
as  the  old  and  reliable  grain  merchant. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  John  Mc- 
Donald, a  native  of  the  Highlands,  in  Srotl.-md, 
who  ran  awa\"  from  his  country  during  a  revolu 
tion  and  became  a  farmer  in  Ireland,  lie  had  pic- 
viously  been  an  oflicer  in  the  Scotch  Kchcllioii. 
In  County  Tii)pcrary,  Ireland,  his  son  .lohn  w.as 
born,  and  he  also  became  a  farmer,  continuing  his 
agricultural  occupation  until  his  death,  lie  was 
also  a  road  contractor.  He  married  Ellen  Gleason, 
a  native  of  the  same  county,  who  bore  him  five 
children,  namely:  James,  l^ilrick,  Mary,  Kliza- 
beth  and  John.  The  latter  is  the  only  one  now 
surviving,  and  he  alone  came  to  America. 

The  natal  day  of  our  subject  was  Decemlier  1  I, 
1823,  and  his  liii-thi)lace  in  County  Tip]»'raiy 
some  si.\  miles  from  Xanah.  There  he  attended 
school  three  \ears,  going  back  and  forth  every 
day,  and  securing  excellent  advantages  by  paying 
seven  shillings  per  quarter.  lie  read  Latin  anil 
Greek  and  became  well  versed  in  the  ordinary 
branches.  He  was  assisted  greatly  in  his  aspira- 
tions and  labors  by  the  f.act  the  teacher  boarded 
with  his  parents.  The  master  was  very  strict, 
compelling  his  pupils  to  polish  their  shoes,  brush 
their  clothes  and  in  other  w.aj's  make  themselves 
presentable  every  morning.     Mathematics  was  the 
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liobby  of  3'oung  John,  who,  while  he  was  helping 
on  the  farm  and  keeping  his  father's  books,  was 
able  to  figure  anything. 

After  keeping  books  for  his  father  two  3'ears.  the 
young  man,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  3-ears.  came  to 
America  to  see  the  country.  I^eaving  Dublin  for 
Liveri>ool  in  the  summer  of  1811,  he  secured  pass- 
.•li^e  on  an  American  sailing-vessel  and  five  weeks 
later  was  landeil  in  New  York  among  strangers, 
lie  had  !S2,000,  every  cent  of  which  he  spent  in 
traveling  through  New  York,  Pennsylvania  and 
Michigan.  He  did  not  engage  in  any  occupation 
until  1850,  when  he  liegan  work  for  llie  .Miclugan 
Central  Railroad  at  New  liuffalo,  Mich,  which  was 
at  that  timethe  ter'iiiuus  of  tiic  road.  Siilisetpicntly 
he  removed  to  Chicago,  where  the  road  termin- 
ated, in  1S52,  and  there  he  chei-kcd  freight  two 
years. 

In  1854  Mr.  McDonald  came  to  .loliet,  continu- 
ing his  employment  as  a  checkman  until  1857,w]ien 
he  received  the  appointment  of  agent  at  Frankfort, 
which  was  just  starting  into  life.  He  l;eld  the 
position  of  agent  until  1875,  wlien  he  ri'signed.  In 
1859  he  began  luiying  grain  for  -I.  L.  Heard  A- 
Co.,  of  Micliigan.  and  he  contiiuu'd  to  transact 
this  comn.ission  liusiness  until  187C.  lie  tiien  em- 
liarlccd  in  the  grain  business  for  himself,  but  al- 
tliouuh  1k'  desired  to  l)uild  an  elevator,  he  could 
not  do  so  i:>n  account  of  the  lease  of  the  raili-oad. 
He  was  compelled  to  put  his  grain  through  their 
hou.-cs  until  he  caught  them  using  his  gi-ain  and 
was  alile  to  break  their  lease.  He  then  built  the 
second  elevator  in  Frankfort,  whicli  was  .'!5x50 
feet  on  the  ground  and  had  a  capacity  of  tn-enly- 
five  thousand  iiushels. 

In  1885  Mr.  McDonald  bought  out  the  otiici- 
elevator  which  hail  been  erected  in  I-'rankforl.  and 
from  tliat  time  opei-ated  lioth.  On  May  21.  1  S,s9. 
the  lirst-  was  burned  to  the  ground,  but  he  did  not 
allow  this  cntastroiihe  to  interrupt,  his  linsiness. 
Thtit  ,-ummer  he  l>uilt  an  ele\'Mt<.)r  on  the  Elgin, 
.loliet  iV  Ivi-leru  Uailroad.  at  I''r,ankfoit.  which  has 
a  capacity  of  forty  tli(.)usand  bushels,  is  run  liy 
steam  power  and  supplied  with  tiie  Cli|)per  and  Cy- 
clone Dust  Consumer.  He  sends  grain  to  New 
York  and  other  large  commercial  centers  and  does 
an  extensive  business,  mostly'   in  corn  and  oats,  al- 


though^ when  he  began,  buying,  wheat  and  oats 
were  his  staples.  It  has  been  no  unusual  sight  to 
sec  teams  standing  all  around  town  waiting  for  the 
use  of  the  scales,  the  contents  of  the  wagons  pass- 
ing through  the  hands  of  Mr.  McDonald. 

In  the  earlier  daj's  of  his  career  as  a  grain  dealer, 
Mr.  McDonald  r.an  a  corn-sheller  day  and  night. 
In  1881  he  began  dealing  in  lumber,  and  it  was  not 
long  until  he  added  coal  to  his  stock-in-trade. 
He  has  a  hay  barn  and  bales  that  article  for  ship- 
ping, and  he  likewise  does  quite  an  extensive  busi- 
ness in  selling  tile.  He  is  one  of  those  busj'  men 
who  are  alw.a3's  full  of  affairs  and  find  time  for  the 
successful  i)rosecntion  of  various  lines  of  work. 
He  is  now  the  onl}'  grain  dealer  in  Frankfort,  and 
in  this  nourishing  agricultural  country  a  large 
amount  of  trade  jiasses  through  his  hands.  He 
owns  a  valuable  improved  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  in  Green  Garden  Township.  In 
addition  to  the  business  which  we  have  noted,  he 
was  agent  for  the  American  Express  Company 
eighteen  years.  The  success,  which  first  began  to 
crown  his  efforts  while  working  as  a  commission 
ae'cut.  has  but  increased  in  later  years,  and  he  has 
sei-ured  ample  means. 

The  maniage  of  Mr.  McDonald  and  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Doty,  a  nati\e  of  Will  County,  took  place  in 
Frankfort  in  1S5'.).  'J'he  union  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  foui-  children,  of  whom  the  youngest, 
I'.lizabeth  Doty, died  at  the  age  of  eight  months;  Her- 
bert John  is  a  s.alesm.an  for  .S.  E.  Gross,  a  Chicago 
real-estate  dealer;  Edward  Everett  spent  two  years 
in  attendance  at  the  Oniversity  at  Evanston,  and 
iiui'  year  in  Souder's  Business  College,  at  Chicago; 
Ch.-nles  Howard  also  attended  the  Northwestern 
ruiversity,  at  iM'anston,  and  is  now  engaged  in  the 
ministry  of  the  :Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in 
Ohio. 

Mr.  McDonald  was  Supervisor  of  Frankfort 
I'ownshii)  eight  years,  and  held  the  offices  of 
ScIkioI  Director  and  Trustee  for  years.  He  helped 
to  incorporate  the  village  acd  was  its  first  Presi- 
dent, resigning  the  office  at  the  expiratiijn  of  two 
years.  He  is  identified  with  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity, being  enrolled  in  the  Chapter  and  Command- 
erv  nl  .loliel  and  having  a  life  membership  in  a 
Cousisttuy  in  Cliic.ago.      In  (lolitics  he  is  a  straight 
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Hepuliliean.  and  has  been  from  the  time  he  east  liis 
vote  for  Fremont  in  Jolict,  in  I80G.  He  lias  served 
at  various  times  as  a  delegate  to  eoiinty  and  State 
conventions  and  was  a  menibor  of  tlie  Central 
C'oniniittce  eiiilit  years. 

ili^— ^..^. — .    . 


NiOJJEliT    W.  CUOSSKX,    proprietor    of    tiie 
R.  W.  Crossen  Carriage  Jlanufaetory,  oeeu- 


[lies  a  prominent  position  among  tlie  indus- 
trial interests  of  Joliet.  This  enterprise  is 
located  at  Xos.  620  and  (;22,  Van  Bnren  Street, 
where  it  was  established  .January  1,  iss;),  having 
removed  from  East  Jefferson  Street,  and  comprises, 
b(-sides  the  main  building,  a  repository  40x80  feet 
in  dimensions,  with  two  tloors  and  an  addition  of 
one  stor}',  20x48  feet.  Mr.  Crossen  embarked  in 
business  for  himself  in  April,  1883,  on  Van  lUiien 
Street,  near  Chicago  Street,eommencing  in  a  modest 
way.  but  now  gives  employment  to  from  ten  to 
lifteen  men.  This  is  the  largest  manufactorj'  of 
the  kind  in  the  place  and  receives  orders  from  all 
parts  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Crossen  is  a  native  of  Coburg.  Province  of 
Ontario,  Canada,  and  was  born  February  25,  18.")G. 
His  father.  Jackson  Crossen,  n-as  likewise  a  na- 
tive of  the  Dominion,  where  he  lived  until  180.5. 
engaged  as  a  contractor  of  stone  work.  During 
tlie  year  mentioned  he  came  to  Illinois  and  located 
near  Joliet,  where,  with  his  estimable  wife,  form- 
erly Miss  Van  Norman,  he  still  lives  anil  is  still 
engaged  as  before.  Robert  W.  acquired  his  early 
education  in  the  schools  of  Joliet  and  entered  u|)on 
his  business  career  as  a  carpenter  and  joiner.  Snb- 
sequentlj'  he  served  an  apprenticeship  at  carriage- 
making,  which  he  rniished  when  a3outh  of  eighteen 
and  continuously  worked  at  this  until  establishing 
himself  in  his  own  business.  He  had  but  a  small 
capital  at  the  outset,  but  by  good  man.agemcnt  and 
strict  economy  he  soon  found  himself  on  the  higli- 
w.aj- to  prosperity'.  The  year  188!»  witnessed  the 
largest  amount  of  business  yet  turned  out  of  this 
manufactor}'.  Twice  has  Mr.  Crossen  been  obliged 
to  enlarge  his  facilities,  and  the  ex|ieriment  will 
have  to  lie   repeated    in    the  near   future.      He   is  a 


niiin  prompt  to  meet  his  obligations  and  his 
straightforward  business  niclliods  command  the  re- 
spectful consideration  of  all  with  whom  he  deals. 
His  cxteusi\'e  business  interests  prevent  him  giv- 
ing much  time  to  pulilic  affairs  further  than  sup- 
porting by  his  vote  the  princiiiles  of  the  Repid)licau 
party. 

Mr.  Crossen,  on  the  12th  of  May,  ISSl.  took 
unto  himself  a  wife  and  helpmate.  Miss  Marv  K. 
Simpson.  Mrs.  Crossen  was  boi-n  in  I8(J2,  in  the 
Province  of  Ottawa,  Canada,  and  is  the  daughter 
<>(  Benjamin  ;ind  Sarah  Simpson,  who  wi're  na- 
tives of  Canada.  Mr.  Simpson  came  to  this  count v 
scnne  years  ago  and  is  now  a  resilient  of  Chicago, 
oHici;)ting  in  a  printing  oflice.  To  Mr.  and  Mis. 
Crossen  there  have  been  born  two  children,  d;uii;h- 
ters — Nellie  and  Mabel.  The  little  family  occu- 
pies a  snug  home  at  No.  DOS  Cass  Street,  and  tliev 
have  gathered  about  them  many  warm  friends 
since  their  sojoui-n  here. 


'KL  A.  KILLKR.  The  legal  fraternity 
of  Will  County  would  be  but  poorly  re|ire- 
sented  ill  this  \dlume  were  not  mention 
made  of  the  geiillem:ni  abo\-e  named,  who 
is  one  of  the  oldest  lawyers  living  in  .lolic^t.  and 
whose  portrait  appears  on  the  o|iposite  |iage.  He 
has  retired  from  active  life  after  many  years  of 
unremitting  toil,  by  means  of  which  he  sei-ured  for 
himself  a  fine  footing  in  the  profession  ami  a  com- 
petence which  ciiaiiles  him  to  s|>eiiil  his  winters  in 
the  South,  ami  to  enjoy  all  the  comforts  and  even 
luxuries  of  lifi'.  Ili>  liome,  which  is  one  of  the 
linest  residences  in  or  .-iliout  Joliet .  is  located  just 
outside  the  eil\  limits  and  surrouiid(Ml  by  over  two 
hundreil  acres  of  beautiful  and  well  ile\'eloped 
land.  Not  only  is  the  dwelling  itself  an  attractive 
one  Iml  in  its  furnishing  it  evinces  the  taste  and 
culture  of  the  occu|)ants.  Mr.  Fuller  is  a  self-made 
man,  as  his  life  history  will  show,  anil  as  sucli  he 
deserves  the  greater  credit  for  his  attainments  and 
acquisitions.  His  nature  is  a  genial  one,  his  char- 
acter honorable  and  his  mental  abilities  of  a  high 
order.      In  all  his  enterprises  he  is  ably  assisted  by 


3.S-2 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


his  wife,  who  presides  over  tlieir  elegant  lioine  with 
graeious  iios|:iitality.  She  bore  tlie  maiden  name 
of  Edith  Carpenter,  and  was  born  in  tlie  i'>inpire 
Stale  tn  Alfreil  and  Susan  (Fargo)  Carpenter.  Siie 
became  tlie  wife  of  Mr.  Kiilier  January  28,  lH<S;j. 

Tlie  natal  day  nf  Mr.  Fuller  was  August  S,  18;;2, 
his  birth  having  taken  plaee  in  Edgar  County,  111., 
about  six  miles  east  of  Paris.  His  parents,  Hiram 
and  Nancy  (Murpliy)  l''uller,  maile  their  first  set- 
tlement after  marriage  in  the  conni y  where  he  was 
born,  wlicnce  they  removed  tn  C'oles  County,  and 
then  to  Danville.  'I'here  the  father  died  in  1841, 
the  mother  surviving  unlil  \XC,\).  '  They  had  a  fam- 
ily nf  live  children,  of  whom  nnr  subject  was  the 
se<-iind.  The  father  was  Ihh-ii  amid  the  Green  | 
Mcuhtains  in  N'crmdut  and  tlu'  ninthrr  in  Miami 
Cnunty.  (ihio. 

The   eai'licst   ri'collections   of   our  suliject  are  of    j 
Danvilk',  where  his  life  was    passed    till  the  age  of    I 
ten    years,  at   wliich    time    he    went    lo  Perrysville,    I 
Ind.,  and  entered  a  [trinting  ollice.     There  he  was    i 
employed  about  two  years  and  a  half,  wlicn  he  re- 
turned  to  his  fnrmer  home,  spending  a  short  time 
in  an  ullice   there   and   going  thence  to  Covington, 
Ind.      In    that    thriving    town  iie  s|iiait  some   time,    i 
leaving   it   for  a  position  in  Peoria,  III.,  whence  he 
was  driven   several   months    later    Ij}'  the   lireaking 
out  of  the  cholera.      Pelnrning  again  to  Danville, 
which  was  his  home  during  all  this  time,  he  after  a    i 
short  sojourn  took  his  departure  for  LaFayette,Ind., 
walking   the   entire   distance,   having   but  a  small 
amount  of  money  which  he  had    borrowed  to  hel[) 
him  along.     'I'here  be  was  employed  on  the  LaFay- 
ette  f  Voo'/r/-  for  several    months,  and    being  a  good 
ty|ie  setter,   allliough   but  a  boy,  he  was  able  to  do    i 
a  man's  work  anil  he  receivcil  as  much  pay  for  his 
labor  as  any  one  in  that  bianch  <if  the  business.    In 
that  city  hi'  was  connected  with  others  in  publishing 
the  ]\'i(/iiisli  Srriiir/i,'s.  whicji  was  in  great  demand 
during  the  months  of   its  publication. 

\Vc  next  tind  young  I-'nIlcr  in  c(]nuection  with 
Daniel  Clapp.  of  Danville.  111..  pn'>lishing  the 
'I'ciii/ii'i-inirr  Jniiniitl  mill  Si, IIS  Ciinijiiiiiiiiii,  au  en- 
terprise which  was  not  carried  on,  however,  for 
an\'  gi-cal  length  of  linu\  Xew  Albany,  Ind.,  was 
the  next  abnling  place  of  the  young  man,  wlio  re- 
mained   in  thai    cit\     nearly  a  _\ car.    next   going  to    I 


Madison,  where  he  became  foreman  on  a  paper, 
known  as  the  Madison  Baiini-r,  and  published  by 
Bright  Bros.  Several  months  later,  on  July  2, 
1852,  he  came  to  Joliet  and  purchased  a  half  inter- 
est in  the  Trufi  Democnit,  his  associate  being  Alex- 
ander Mcintosh.  The  succeeding  summer  he  sold 
his  connection  with  the  paper  ou  account  of  sick- 
ness and  for  a  time,  while  regaining  his  health,  he 
was  in  a  daguerreot3'pe  gallery  learning  the  busi 
ness  but  not  with  a  view  to  following  it  perma- 
nently. 

Soon  after  this  .Mr.  I''ullcr  went  to  Chicago,  lind- 
ing  employment  in  Ihc  job  (jllicc  (A  the  Jmirnal 
for  a  few  months  .and  llien  lieing  transferred  to  the 
foremanshi|)  of  the  news  department.  There  he 
remained  but  a  short  time  ere  entering  the  ollice 
of  the  Chicago  Deiiio'-rnf,  then  edited  by  "Long 
John"  \\enlworth,  from  which  he  went  to  that  of 
the  Dnnnrriilic  I'l-noi.  Some  months  later  he  pur- 
chased a  half  inteiesi  in  a  grocery  store  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Randolph  and  (ireene  Streets  and  embarked 
in  the  career  of  a  tradesman,  buying  out  his  asso- 
ciate after  a  year  of  partnership  and  removing  the 
stock  to  Joliet.  Here  he  cariicd  on  the  business 
about  a  twelvemonth  whcai  he  sold  oul  the  st(>ck 
and  fixtures  and  returned  to  his  former  line  of 
labor. 

Tlie  spring  of  LsriC  found  Mv.  Fuller  the  purchaser 
of  the  Dcinocrat  oHice  at  Kankakee,  and  the  editor 
and  manager  of  that  sheet  for  a  year,  during  which 
period  he  began  reading  law.  fn  18.08,  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  and  entered  into  partnership  with 
.ludge  S.  \\ .  Pandall  and  the  Hon.  Henry  Snapp, 
the  jinn  being  known  as  Randall.  .Snapp  &  Fuller. 
The  connection  continued  about  a  year  when  the 
sec(uid  member  withdrew,  the  tirm  thereafter  being 
known  as  Randall  it  Fuller,  until  the  admission 
inlo  it  of  Roy.al  E.  IJarber.  a  sketch  of  wdioni  ap- 
pears elsewhere  in  this  \(.)lume.  The  new  firm  of 
Barber,  Ramhill  A'  l''iiller  coiilinued  until  the  early 
p:irt  of  the  last  decade,  when  .Mr.  Fuller  withdrew 
and  abandoned  the  practice  of  the  law.  The  firm 
of  Rindall  &  Fuller  was  the  oldest  law  [)arlnersliip 
in  .lolict,  Mr.  Piarber's  connection  with  them  cov- 
ering .a  jicriod  of  about   tlirce  years. 

Since  his  willidraw.-i!  from  legal  business  in  1882, 
Mr.  Fuller  has  p.issed  liis  winters  in  the  South  and 
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liis  summers  in  various  sections  to  which  fancy  has 
led  him.  On  two  different  occasions  he  was  elected 
City  Allorne}'.  but  he  has  had  no  particular  liking 
for  politics  and  has  not  cared  to  fill  public  otiiccs. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  ami  has 
been  an  Odd  Follow  since  l.S."il'. 


EV.  JAMES  J.EWIS,  I'astor  of  the  Central 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Joliet,  was  calU-d 
ii  \V  to  this  charge  in  May,  1882,  and  has  since 
V^  been  connected  with  it.  He  is  a  minister 
of  talent,  and  greatl\'  beloved  both  as  pastor  and 
preacher.  Thoroughl3'  educated  and  alive  to  the 
duties  of  his  calling,  his  has  been  the  rare  privilege 
to  pursue  a  career  of  more  than  ordinary  useful- 
ness and  success.  He  is  a  native  of  Hamden. 
Delaware  County,  N.  Y..  and  was  born  May  2.T, 
18:i(;. 

Mr.  Lewis  conies  of  substantial  ancestry,  being 
the  son  of  Alexander  and  Rebecca  (Crawford) 
Lewis,  who  were  natives  respectivel3' of  Peeblcshirc 
and  Argyleshire,  Scotland,  wlience  the\-  came  to 
America  in  1834.  The  father  was  a  weaver  by 
trade,  and  a  well-educated  man,  and  after  coming 
to  this  country  occupied  himself  .as  a  teacher,  and 
also  eng.aged  in  f.arming  pursuits.  The  children 
of  the  parental  household  are  recorded  as  follows: 
Wiiliau]  C.  occn|)ies  himself  as  a  lumberman  in 
Delaware  County,  N.  Y.;  James,  our  subject,  was 
the  second  born;  Alexander,  Jr.,  is  assistant  engi- 
neer of  railway  construction  in  that  county;  Jlathew 
C,  who  earned  the  title  of  Captain  by  defending 
the  I'nion  in  the  late  war,  is  a  contractor  and 
builder,  mostly  in  the  raihvaj'  service,  making  his 
lieadcpiarters  in  his  native  county;  Louis  K.  is  a 
dyer  of  Delhi,  N.  Y.,  and  although  nearl}-  blind 
turns  out  some  remarkably  fine  work;  Celia,  Mrs. 
Smith,  died  .at  Delhi,  N.  Y.,  in  the  year  18G8;  Jen- 
nie C.  also  died  at  Delhi,  in  186.5,  when  an  inter- 
esting maiden  of  eigiiteen  years;  Margaret,  Mrs. 
Boyd,  is  a  resident  of  Hays  City,  Kan.,  where  her 
husband  officiates  as  Superintendent  of  Puljlic  In- 
struction; Rebecca  died  in  H.ays  City,  Kan.,  in 
1884.  .Vlexandcr  F^ewis  departed  this  life  nt  his 
home  In    Hamden.    Delaware    Couiit\.    N.    ^  .,    in 


1886,  at  the  age  of  seventj'-three  years;  the  mother 
died  in  Hays  City.  Kan..  March  .S.  l.sgo,  at  tlic  age 
of  seventy-nine. 

Tlie  subject  of  this  notice  spent  his  boyhood 
days  in  his  native  county,  and  from  the  age  of 
ten  to  seventeen  was  employed  in  a  woolen  fac- 
tory. He  then  served  an  apprenticeship  at  house 
|)ainting  and  i)aiier  hanging.  In  the  meantime, 
however,  he  kejjt  steadil}-  in  view  his  desire  and 
determination  to  acquire  a  thorough  education,  and 
now  commenced  in  earnest  to  put  his  resolution  into 
practice.  AVhen  nineteen  years  old  he  began  to 
|)repare  for  college  under  the  instruction  of  Pro- 
fessors Sawj'er  and  E.  O.  Cobb,  with  each  of 
whom  he  remained  one  year. 

In  18.')7  young  Lewis  became  a  student  of  Am- 
herst College,  wherein  he  took  the  full  course  and 
was  graduated  in  1861.  For  one  year  afterward 
he  was  employed  as  a  teacljer  in  the  academy  at 
Ithaca,  N.  Y.  The  Civil  War  now  being  in 
progress,  he  deemed  it  his  duty  to  laj^  aside  his 
personal  plans  and  interests,  and  entered  the  Union 
service,  September  27,  18G2,  as  Captain  of  Com- 
pany C,  One  ITuudied  and  Forty-fourth  New 
York  Infantry.  In  July.  lS6.j,  he  w.as  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  after  corn- 
commanding  his  regiment  in  this  capacity  leu 
months,  was  presented,  in  November,  1864,  with 
the  commission  of  Colonel,  lie  renulined  in  the 
army  until  the  close  of  the  war,  and  was  mustered 
out  in  July.  I>'65.  Ho  was  present  at  many  im- 
portant battles,  including  the  sieges  of  Suffolk  and 
Charleston,  in  186;5.  the  battles  of  John's  Island, 
Ilonej'  Hill,  Deveaux  Neck,  James  Island  and  in 
several  skirmishes.  Although  experiencing  some 
hairbreadth  escapes,  he  was  neither  wounded  nor 
captured,  being  permitted  to  return  home  in 
safety. 

Soon  after  leaving  the  arm\'  Col.  Lewis  entered 
the  I'nion  Theological  Seminary  in  New"\'ork  City, 
from  which  he  w.as  graduated  in  18G8.  Then,  as 
one  of  a  band  of  nine  home  missionaries,  he  re- 
paind  to  the  Western  frontier,  and  soon  organ- 
ized a  <-lmrch  of  six  members  in  Humboldt.  Kan., 
of  which  he  continued  the  pastor  seven  years.  In 
the  meantime  he  had  charge  of  all  the  IIouu'  Mis- 
sionary work    in    that   section,   the    l'i-esbytery  in- 


38G 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


eluding-  Indian  Terrihuv.  He  was  called  from 
that  field  of  labor  to  talie  charge  of  the  Presbyter- 
ian Church  in  Howell,  Mich,  where  he  remained 
until  coining  to  Joliet. 

The  mairiage  of  the  Rev.  James  Lewis  and  Miss 
Mary  Coe  Fai'rand,  was  celebrated  at  the  home  of 
the  bride's  parents  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  November  17, 
1869.  Mrs.  Le\yis  was  born  in  Hudson,  Ohio, 
.i^ugust  16.  1842,  and  was  the  eldest  child  of  Jacob 
S.  and  Olive  C.  Farrand.  She  became  the  mother 
i)f  foLH'  sons  and  one  daugliter.  and  de[)arte<l  this 
life  at  lier  lioine  in  Joliet,  December  3,  188:i.  The 
sons  i)f  Ml'.  Lewis  are  nanie<l  res[)ecti vely:  Jacob 
Kai'rand,  .lames  Lang,  Alexander  and  William 
Mather.  They  are  all  at  home  with  their  father. 
Tlie  only  daughter,  Olive  Farrand,  died  at  tlie  age 
of  seventeen  mmiths. 

^Irs.  Mary  Ciie  (Farrand)  Ia'wIs  was  a  lady  of 
rare  loveliness  of  character,  and  proved  to  her 
husband  an  invaluable  assistant  in  his  struggles  and 
lalxirs  in  the  Master's  vineyard.  She  was  reared 
with  the  liesl  advant:iges  of  education  and  amid 
the  choicest  eudt.-irnieuts  of  society  and  home.  She 
went  bravely  with  her  husband  into  a  new  country, 
cliceifully  h-avhig  the  luxuries  to  which  she  had 
been  accustomt'd,  and  by  a  uioilest  and  humble 
demeanor  sought  with  all  her  inlluence  to  win 
souls  to  Christ.  She  conslautly  kept  in  view  the 
wdi'k  111  which  her  husband  was  devoted,  and  in 
all  wav's  sought  to  ceimniend  herself  and  his  minis- 
try to  the  gi.iod  oi)inii>n '(if  all  with  whom  she 
came  in  contact.  The  manner  in  which  she  accom- 
plished this  was  fully  attested  liy  the  great  influence 
wliit-h  she  excited,  and  the  love  and  reverence  iii 
which  she  was  held  liy  all. 

Two  of  the  most  revered  pastors  who  ever 
worked  among  Joliet  peo[ile.  or  preached  to  Joliet 
congregations,  rejiaired  from  their  respective 
charges  to  the  scene  of  their  former  labors  to  add 
their  testimon}'  to  the  beauty  of  character  which 
had  so  inipnsscd  all  who  ever  enjoyed  thei)ersonal 
acquaintance  of  Mrs.  Lewis.  I'robably  there  had 
never  gathered  in  Central  Church  an  audience  im- 
pressed witli  a  deei)cr  or  mure  tender  sentiment 
than  that  which  gathered  to  render  its  tribute  of 
ic'spect  to  tlie  memor}'  of  a  lovely  ('hristian  woman. 
After    the    usual    oiiening   exercises    of    song   and 


prayer,  the  Rev.  A.  H.  Dean,  D.D.,  of  Monmouth, 
III.,  former  pastor  of  the  Central  Church  and  an 
early  friend  of  Mrs.  Lewis,  delivered  an  eloquent 
and  beautiful  tribute  to  her  memory.  The  Rev. 
J.  W.  Conley,  a  clei'gyman  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  who  had  known  Mrs.  Lewis  intimately  during 
the  years  of  her  residence  in  Joliet,  paid  a  fitting 
tribute  to  her  virtues,  high  Christian  character  and 
eflicient  service  in  the  Master's  cause. 

Mrs.  Lewis  was  possessed  of  rare  conversational 
powers,  and  many  love  to  remember  the  wortis  of 
encouragement  spoken  to  thein  by  her  during 
seasons  of  depressifin,  and  when  they  most  needed 
the  counsel  of  a  disinterested  friend.  She  was 
warmly  attached  to  her  Inisband,  her  children  and 
her  home,  and  in  addition  to  the  duties  connected 
therewith,  she  still  found  time  for  a  vast  amount 
of  work  in  all  departments  of  the  church.  Jn 
October.  1884,  she  united  with  other  ladies  in  or- 
ganizing the  Woman's  Home  Mission  Society  of 
Chicago  Presbytery,  of  which  she  was  chosen 
Recording  Secretarj'.  At  its  annual  meeting  in 
1885,  she  was  elected  Corresponding  Secretary, 
and  held  that  offlce  until  her  death,  in  addition  to 
doing  her  full  share  of  work  as  a  member  of  the 
JOxeciitive  Committee. 

^Multitudes  attended  the  obsequies  of  Mrs.  Lewis, 
but  not  from  curiosity.  Her  mortal  remains  were 
lioiiic  to  rest  in  the  rity  ot  her  youth,  and  old  and 
young  mingled  their  tears  over  her  grave.  She 
desired  there  shoidd  be  no  fioi'al  or  other  display 
at  her  funeral,  but  the  sincere  sorrow  manifested 
upon  the  occasion  was  a'  nobler  tribute  to  her 
memory  than  anything  of  a  perishable  nature. 

Mr.  Lewis  was  a  delegate  from  the  church  of 
this  country  to  the  established  Church  of  Scotland, 
in  1873,  in  the  General  Assembly  held  in  Edin- 
burgh, hi  1878  he  was  one  of,the  Board  of  Visi- 
tors at  West  Foint,  appointed  by  President  H.ayes, 
and  he  delivered  the  address  in  behalf  of  the  Board 
to  the  graduating  cLass.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Reiiublic,  and  a  Trustee  of 
Knox  College  at  Galesburg,  111.  Asa  speaker,  Mr. 
Lewis  is  clear,  forcible  and  logical,  holding  the 
attention  of  his  audience,  and  presenting  his  sub- 
ject in  a  concise  and  lucid  manner,  ciothed  in  choice 
language. 
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W'c  present  to  tlio  reack'i's  of  tliis  vdluim-  a 
litlio^ii-aiibic  portrait  of  the  Rev.  James  Lewis. 
lie  has  been  permitted  to  accomplish  a  large  amount 
of  useful  work,  and  it  is  hoped  that  he  may  yet  see 
many  years  in  his  chosen  field  of  labor. 


^lOIIX  BIUNC'KKUIIOFF.  The  well-reyu- 
lated  homestead  of  Mr.  Brinckerhoff,  and 
which  compiises  one  hundred  an<l  sixty 
acres  of  |)rinic  lanil  on  section  31,  stands  as 
a  worthy  monument  to  his  thrift  and  industry. 
The  fields  are  neatly  laid  off  with  substantial  fenc- 
ing, the  buihlings  are  convenient  and  in  modern 
style  of  architecture,  while  the  latest  improved 
nuK'liiiiery  is  em|)loycd  in  the  cultivation  of  the 
Mill.  The  proprietor  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the 
iiHi>t  puliHc-spirited  anil  progressive  men  of  the 
l(i\\  nship.  the  friend  of  morality  ami  education, 
and  who  has  given  cs[)ecial  attention  to  the  traiii- 
iiig  and  education  of  his  children.  He  commenced 
in  life  ilependent  mainly  upon  his  own  resources, 
mid  the  necessity  which  comijelled  him  to  ado|it 
haliiis  of  prudence  and  iiidustiy  has  proved  to 
Jjiin  iiivakiablc  all  through  life. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  at  his 
father's  farm  near  Albany,  X.  Y..  May  l.'i.  1M.')(J. 
and  was  but  two  years  ohl  when  his  parents  came 
to  this  county.  They  located  in  Homer  Town- 
ship, where  he  grew  to  man's  estate,  becoming 
familiar  with  the  various  emplo3'ments  of  farm 
life  and  acquiring  a  practical  education  in  the 
common  school.  With  the  exception  of  two  years 
spent  in  the  grocery  business  in  Chicago,  he  has 
followed  farming  all  his  life.  After  reaching  his 
majority  he  was  man  led  in  New  Lenox  Township, 
August  IS),  1H.j8,  to  Miss  Rebecca  Breckenridge. 
Thisl.ady  was  born  in  Canada.  December  7.  1S39, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  3largaret  (Eaton) 
Breckenridge,  who  jvere  natives  respectively-  of 
Canada  and  .Scotland.  The  motlier  tiied  in  Cook 
County,  in  1882.  Mr.  Breckenridge  is  still  living. 
making  his  home  in  Cook  County. 

To  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Brinckfihoff  tlicre  li;is  been 
born   a  family  of  seven   children:     Thu    two  (.■Idcsl 


sons — Clarence  PL,  of  Chicago.  III.,  and  ("ieorge 
E.,  in  Oakland,  Cal. — are  successful  practicing 
physicians;  Martin  S.  is  farming  in  Lockport 
Township,  this  county;  John  J.  is  pursuing  his 
studies  in  the  Michigan  State  Tni versify  at  Ann 
Arbor;  Howard  H.,  Gertrude  R.  and  Elmer  E.  re- 
main at  home  with  their  parents.  Mr.  Brincker- 
hoff, politicall3-,  is  independent,  giving  his  support 
to  principles  rather  than  men.  He  keeps  himself 
thoroughly  posted  upon  current  events,  and  will 
nt  once  be  recognized  as  a  man  of  more  than  or- 
dinary intelligence,  and  with  whom  an  hour  may 
always  b-  spent  in  a  pleasant  and  iirofUable 
manner. 

The  father  of  our  snliject  was  Martin  P..  Brinck- 
erhoff, also  a  native  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  who 
married  Miss  Kliza,  sister  of  George  Van  Duser,  of 
Xew  Lenox  Township,  this  county.  After  mar- 
riage the  parents  settled  on  a  farm  near  All)anv, 
whence  they  came  to  this  comity  in  1838,  settling 
in  Homer  Township  on  the  farm  now  owned  and 
occupied  by  our  subject.  There  they  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  days,  the  mother  dying  in  1873, 
and  tlie  father  April  30.  18S0.  The  parental 
lioiisehold  consisted  of  seven  chiidi-vn.  of  whom 
John  was  the  liflh  in  order  of  birth.  Two  of  the 
ollii^rs  are  living.  The  family  forms  a  iiait  of  the 
highly  respcclalile   clement  of  this  section. 


r  ARVIS  C.  THCMP.SOX.  The  Thompson 
family,  who  have  been  residents  of  .foliul 
.■since  18(15.  occ'iipy  no  unimportant  posili(jn 
among  its  leading  citizens.  John  Thomp- 
son, the  father  of  our  sulijcct,  departed  this  life 
.lime  13.  I8nr).  His  m.ither.  Mrs.  Ann  (Miller) 
Thdiniisun,  iiow  stands  at  the  heail  of  a  noted 
family,  foremost  ot  whom  is  her  son.  Bishop  Hugh 
Miller  Thompson,  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in 
Mississippi.  She  w.is  born  in  County  Derry,  Jre- 
laml,  in  1812,  where  she  was  reared  and  married. 
She  came  to  the  Tnited  States  with  her  familj'  in 
1836.  they  locating  first  in  Essex  County,  X'.  J., 
wlu're  Mr.  Thompson  operated  as  a  contractor  and 
builder,  and  where  they  lived  until  1844.     Thence 
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they  removed  to  Cleveland,  Oliio,  where  tlie  father 
followed  his  occupation  and  died,  as  before  stated, 
June  13,  1860,  leaving  a  family  of  seven  children. 
Five  of  these  are  still  living,  viz.:  Hugh  iSI.,  Will- 
iam G.,  John  R.,  Rufus  F.  and  -Jarvis  C.  Thomas 
J.  served  in  the  Union  Army  during  the  Civil 
War,  and  met  death  on  Ihc  liattlefield  of  Stone 
River. 

Mrs.  Thompson  after  the  death  of  her  husband 
came,  in  186.5,  to  .Toilet,  where  she  has  sincere- 
sided.  .Jarvis  C,  our  subject,  was  born  in  Cleve- 
land. Ohio.  February  26,  1852,  and  was  thus  a  lad 
of  thirteen  years  whi'u  the  family  came  to  Illinois. 
He  attended  the  public  schools  of  Cleveland,  and 
later  was  a  student  at  Nashota,  Wis.,  having  a 
private  tutor.  When  completing  ins  studies  he 
returned  to  .Toliet,  and  engaged  with  Messrs.  King 
&  Truby,  in  the  lumber  trade.  Subsequently  he 
was  with  King  &  Bishop.  He  next  entered  the 
employ  of  the  William  A.  Wood  Reaper  &  Mower 
Company,  having  charge  of  their  lumber-yard  at 
Youngstown,  Ohio,  and  was  in  the  employ  of  this 
firm  tliree  years.  Prior  to  this  time  he  had  been  a 
car  reporter  in  the  employ  of  the  Michigan  Cen- 
tral Railroad.  After  returning  from  Ohio  he  re- 
engaged with  .Tcihn  Lyons,  with  wiiom  he  still  re- 
mains. He  votes  willi  the  Democratic  party. 
Hugh  Miller  Thompson,  the  brotlier  of  our  sul>- 
iect.  is  a  self-educated  man — one  who  started  out 
in  life  dependent  upon  his  own  resources.  He 
studied  theology  at  Nashota,  Wis.,  and  was  first 
placed  in  charge  of  a  parisli  at  Madison.  I>ator  lie 
was  the  pastor  of  churches  at  Milwaukee  and  Chi- 
cago, being  in  the  latter  city  Rector  of  St.  .lames. 
He  remained  there  until  the  great  lire,  when  all 
his  propert3-  was  destro_yed. 

Bishop  Thompson  later  went  to  New  York  City 
and  other  places,  and  succeeded  in  raising  a  large 
sum  for  the  rebuilding  of  his  church  in  Chicago, 
which  now'  stands  at  the  corner  of  Huron  and 
Cass  Streets.  Tin's  completed,  he  received  a  call 
to  Christ's  Chun-h  in  New  York  Citj',  where  he 
remained  a  muubei-  of  years.  Thence  he  went  to 
New  Orleans  as  Rector  of  Trinity  Churcli,  where 
he  remained  until  elected  Assistant  Bishop.  Sub- 
sequentl}'  he  was  elected  Bishop  of  Mississippi, 
and  is  now  familiarly  known  as   the  Right  Rever- 


end Hugh  Miller  Thompson,  and  bears  a  fine 
reputation  as  a  Christian  gentleman  and  a  scholar 
of  rare  attainments.  He  was  married  to  Miss 
Anna  W.  Hinsdale,  sister  of  Robert  G.  Hinsdale, 
formt  rl}'  President  of  Hobart  College.  New  York. 
They  have  four  children,  the  eldest  of  whom  is 
a  Chaplain  in  the  ITnited  States  Navy  .at  Mares 
Islau'l. 

William  G.  Thompson  is  an  architect  by  pro- 
fession, and  engaged  in  business  at  Mt.  Vernon, 
111.;  John  R.  is  a  planter,  making  his  headquar- 
teis,  especially  in  summer  time,  at  Horse  Cove, 
N.  C;  Ruf us  F.  is  engaged  as  a  contractor,  builder 
and  architect;  at  Youngstown,  Ohio.  The  sons, 
like  their  parents,  were  reared  in  the  doctrines  of 
the  Episcopal  Church.  Jarvis  C,  our  subject,  is 
a  member  of  Christ's  Church,  Surplice  Choir  of 
forty  male  voices,  one  among  the  finest  body  of 
singers  in  the  United  States. 


■^  AMES  KEIR.  Our  countryis  indebted  to  the 
lands  across  the  sea  for  many  worthy  citi- 
zens, and  a  high  place  should  be  accorded  the 
Scotch, who  are  ever  industrious,  frugal  and  ^ 
strictly  honest.  The  sturdy  virtues  seem  highly  de- 
veloped in  all  dwellers  in  mountainous  regions  and 
it  is  easy  to  trace  a  comparison  between  the  rugged 
hills  and  the  men  who  inhabit  them.  The  Scotch 
character  not  only  possesses  these  sterner  traits, 
but  is  adorned  with  domestic  virtues,  as  the  land- 
scape is  by  the  blossoms  of  the  heather  and  gorse, 
and  the  devotion  to  home  and  kindred  is  frequently 
so  strongly  manifested  as  to  cause  thoughtless  re- 
marks regarding  the  "clannishness"  of  the  Scotch. 
Clannish  the3'  may  be  in  their  love  for  those  of 
their  own  blood,  but  this  does  not  prevent  their 
appreciation  of  and  love  for  all  that  is  worthy  in 
those  about  them,  and  their  manifestation  of  kind- 
ness of  heart  to  all  in  need.       ^ 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  fine  representative 
of  the  race  which  has  produced  a  Bruce,  a  Wallace 
and  a  Burns,  and  a  worthy  descendant  of  two  good 
families.  His  father,  Alexander  Keir,  left  his  na- 
tive land  in  1852  to  make  a  home  in  America,  be- 
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ing  followed  in  a  few  ninnths  by  his  vfife,  who  had 
borne  the  maiden  iiamt'  of  Catherine  McNeiL  Two 
years  were  spent  by  them  in  New  York  City  whtre 
their  son  was  already  residing,  and  they  tlieu  cnnic 
to  Illinois.  Settlement  being  made  on  a  farm  in 
.loliet  Township,  this  count3',  thej'  si)ent  the  re- 
mainder of  their  days  here.  Their  family  consisted 
of  twelve  children,  the  subject  of  this  sl<ctch  being 
the  second. 

The  natal  day  of  .James  Keir  was  April  27.  IH'M), 
and  his  birthplace,  Perthshire,  Scotland.  lie  grew 
to  manhood  there,  improving  his  time  b}'  gaining 
information  which  would  fit  him  for  usefulness 
and  a  knowledge  of  work  which  would  be  avail- 
able in  his  future  life.  In  the  spring  of  1851  he 
crossed  the  briny  deep  and,  landing  in  New  York, 
found  employment  as  a  stone-cutter.  In  that  city 
he  remained  until  1854,  when  with  his  father's 
family  he  came  ^Yest.  finding  employment  for  live 
years  in  Chicago  at  the  same  occupation  in  which 
lie  hail  previousl}-  been  engaged,  lie  then  settled 
on  the  homestead  in  this  county,  where  he  has  since 
resided,  giving  his  attention  to  farming. 

Beginning  in  life  without  means  Mr.  Keir  has  se- 
cured a  competency,  now  owning  twohyndred  and 
eight}-  acres  in  Jolict  Township,  two  hundred  acres 
in  Jackson  Township,  and  four  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  in  Manhattan  Township.  The  home  farm  is 
made  attractive  b\-  an  excellent  set  of  farm  build- 
ings, including  everj-  nccessarj'  and  convenient  ar- 
rangement which  will  further  the  work  of  the  estate 
and  add  to  the  comfort  of  the  occupants.  The 
other  land  owned  l)v  Mr.  Keir  is  also  well  improved 
and  valuable.  The  possession  of  a  large  amount  of 
real  estate  is  one  of  the  best  monuments  to  the  zeal 
and  thrift  of  our  subject,  whose  life  affords  a  strik- 
ing example  of  tiie  success  which  may  be  won  by 
persistence. 

Mr.  Keir  cliose  for  his  ctmnianion  in  life  a  lady 
of  his  own  land  and  name,  and  amid  the  scenery  of 
S  ;otland  in  September,  1861.  lie  was  united  in 
raavriage  with  Ellen  Keir,  who  shared  his  fortunes 
until  June  20,  187C,  when  she  was  called  from  time 
to  eternity.  Mrs.  Keir  was  a  notable  housewife,  an 
affectionate  and  devoted  mother,  and  a  wife  whose 
price  was  far  above  rubies.  She  bore  her  husband 
seven    children,    ail    yet   living  but   George,    the 


3^oungest,  who  died  in  infancy.  Agnes  is  now  tlie 
wife  of  Charles  Richards;  Alexander  is  a  farmer  in 
.lacksDU  Township;  Catherine  is  the  wife  of  Robert 
.Morrison,  of  .loliet;  Ellen,  James  and  David,  yet 
remain  under  tlie  parental  roof. 

The  ollice  of  School  Director  has  been  held  by 
Mr.  Keir,  his  work  therein  having  lieen  acceptalile 
to  the  patrons  of  the  school  and  creditable  to  him- 
self. In  polities  he  generallj'  acts  with  the  Repub- 
lican party,  lie  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Cliureli.  as  was  also  his  wife,  and  he  carries  out  in 
his  dail}-  life  the  principles  of  his  faitli,  winning 
respect  and  gaining  good  will. 


'M-&§- 


(*  ^►■ILLIS  A.  STUAKiUT,  proprietor  of  the 
'wiJ/l  ''''"  uii'l^t  Manhattan,  is  numbered  among 
\y^  the  most  enterprising  members  of  the  com- 
nuinity.  He  is  doing  an  excellent  business  in  the 
sale  of  drain  tile,  manufacturing  all  sizes  from 
three  to  eighteen  inches,  and  shipping  to  all  stations 
along  the  Wabash  Railroads,  and  selling  to  home 
tr.ade.  He  keeps  eighteen  or  twenty  men  con- 
stantly employed,  and  getting  out  seven  or  eight 
thousand  tile  per  day.  He  has  large  dry-houses, 
and  four  kilns,  at  least  three  of  which  are  taxed 
to  their  full  capacity  ettch  week. 

Grandfather  Straight  was  a  fanner  in  New  York, 
whence  he  removed  to  Livingston  County,  III., 
at  an  earl}'  day,  continuing  his  former  occupation. 
His  career  has  been  a  successful  one  and  he  at  one 
time  owned  two  farms.  He  is  now  living  in  Eair- 
bury  and  he  and  his  trusted  companion  are  the  only 
inmates  of  their  home,  being  able  to  do  their  own 
wtn'k,  although  the  on>;  is  eighty-seven  and  the 
other  eight)-five  years  old. 

In  the  family  of  the  couple  above  mentioned  was 
a  son,  Rufus  C,  who  was  born  in  the  Empire  State 
and  who  came  to  Will  Countj^  111.,  from  the  East. 
For  two  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  service  of  his 
uncle,  Daniel  Cropsy.  of  Plainfield,  after  whiclHu' 
bought  land  in  McLe.an  County  and  devoted  a  few 
3-cars  to  agricultural  pursuits  there.  Selling  his 
estate  he  bought  other   farm   lands  near  Fairbury, 
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Livingston  County,  and  was  so  successful  as  to  j 
acquire  some  cii^rht  hundred  acres  from  a  lieginning 
tliat  was  made  willi  ^^loO.  He  first  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock-raising,  and  tlien  embari<ed  in 
the  tile  business  which  proved  successful.  From 
1S77  until  iSS.j  he  ran  a  tile  mill  and  also  bought 
ai.il  shii'ped  stook.  In  |.olitics  he  is  a  Hepiibliran. 
He  has  been  a  uieinlji'r  of  the  School  Board  for 
yenrs.  He  is  now  occupying  a  fine  residence  in 
Fail  bury  and  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years  is  alile 
to  enjoy  the  comforts  of  ease  and  plenty,  secured 
by  his  f<irmcr   industry. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  known  in  her 
maidenhood  as  Miss  Fransina  Abbey.  .She  was 
born  in  Cora,  Pa.,  and  is  the  <lang!iter  of  a 
farmer  who  died  in  the  Keystone  State.  She  is  a 
noble  woman,  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
adcv(jteil  wife  and  mother  and  a  kindly  neighbor. 
She  has  borne  her  husband  eight  children,  namely  : 
Willis  A.,  Lee  S.,  Lizzie,  Nellie  M.,  Guy  II.,  Stella, 
who  arc  now  living;  Lena,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
ten  years  and  an  infant  who  died  unnamed.  All 
the  living  members  of  the  family  are  at  home 
except  our  suliject  and  Lee,  who  is  in  the  tile 
business  at  El  Paso. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  biographical  notice  was 
born  in  McLean  County,  near  the  large  ami  noted 
Sullivan  farm,  Augusts,  ISo'.l.  He  was  reared  in 
Livingstou  County,  obtaining  his  fundamental 
instruction  in  the  district  schools  and  further 
having  the  excellent  advantages  furnished  by  the 
Fairbury  High  School.  Like  most  lads  whose 
home  is  in  the  countrj',  he  was  early  set  to  work  on 
the  farm  and  acquired  an  understanding  of  agricul- 
ture. He  remained  at  home  until  of  age  and  then 
began  life  for  himself  by  going  to  Chicago  and 
finding  eraplo^ymcnt  in  the  paint  and  oil  store  of 
B.  F.  Fitch.  After  remaining  there  some  eighteen 
months  be  returned  to  Livirgston  Countj'  and  with 
his  brother  Lee  carried  on  the  large  tile  factory  at 
home  for  a  year,  their  labors  [iroving  quite  suc- 
cessful. 

On  January  1,  188.').  the  bidthers  came  to  ^lan- 
hattan,  purchased  twenty  acres  of  land  and  set 
about  the  construction  of  a  tile  mill,  (ireparatory 
to  embarking  in  manufacturing  here.  It  required 
$10,000  to  start  their  business,  which  they   carried 


on  in  partnership  until  1886,  when  our  subject 
bought  out  his  brother's  interest  and  the  latter 
opened  a  sindlar  establishment  in  VA  Paso.  Our 
subject  has  since  continued  the  business  alone  and 
such  has  been  his  enterprise  and  business  tact  that 
he  has  increased  the  cajjacitj'  of  the  establishment, 
which  now  makes  from  three  to  eighteen  inch  tiles, 
which  was  not  foruui'ly  done.  Besides  his  town 
propi'i'ty,  Mr.  Straight  owns  eighty  acres  of 
improved  land  m  Livingston  County,  which  is 
rented. 

On  October  25,  1885,  the  interesting  ceremony- 
was  performed  which  transformed  Miss  Nellie  M. 
.'ones  i)ito  Mrs.  ^V.  A.  Straight.  The  lu'ide  was 
born  in  liuchauan  County,  Mo.,  .lulv  G,  1864, 
and  was  educated  at  Blokena  and  Normal  Park, 
this  State,  becoming  a  highly  intelligent  and  cul- 
tured woman.  Her  father  W.  1).  Jones,  was  for- 
merly engaged  in  faiming  in  Frankfort  Township, 
this  county,  but  is  now  living  in  Wetmore,  Kan. 
He  is  an  old  Californian  miner  and  was  also  at  one 
time  engaged  in  the  lumber  and  sawmill  business. 
To  Mi-.^nd  Mrs.  Straight  one  child  has  been  born, 
an  interesting  little  maiden  called  Natalie. 

Mr.  Straight  was  President  of  the  Village  Board 
of  Trustees  one  year,  and  with  the  exception  of  a 
twelvemonth  has  been  a  member  of  that  body  since 
the  incorporation  of  the  village.  His  political 
adherence  is  given  to  the  Republican  party.  He  is 
looked  upon  with  respect  iiy  his  fellow-men,  as  an 
honorable  citizen  and  kindly  man,  while  the  love- 
able  disposition  and  pleasing  manners  of  his  wife 
win  man\-  friends. 


LFREI)  NASH,  M.  D.  A  residence  of  over 
ten  years  in  the  city  of  Joliet,dnring  which 
he  has  conducted  a  successful  practice,  has 
full}'  established  Dr.  Nash  in  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  the  people.  He  took  up  his  resi- 
dence here  in  1879,  and  was  at  once  recognized  as 
a  valued  addition  to  the  community.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  .\merican  Public  Health  Association,  the 
American  Medical  Society  and  the  State  and  county 
societies,  and  at  one  period  was  President  of  the 
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latter.  He  was  also  prominent  in  the  Medical  So- 
ciety of  Michigan  prior  to  his  removal  hitlier. 
Politically,  lie  is  a  pronounced  Ucpulilican,  a  nieni- 
licr  of  tli(>  Grand  Arm\-  of  tliu  l!e|iLililie  and  a  pil- 
lar of  tlie  Presbyterian  t'liuri'li.  In  lui.-^iiu'ss  and 
social  circles  he  stands  second  to  no  man  in  his 
community. 

The  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  was  Ihc  early 
tramping  ground  of  Dr.  Nash  and  wIumc  his  liiith 
took  place  August  12,  1828.  Thomas  anil  Hannah 
(Swetman)  Nash,  his  parents,  were  natives  of  Kng- 
laiid.  and  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  1M20,  locating  in 
Kingston,  Canada.  The  father  occupied  himself  as 
a  merchant  and  with  his  estimable  w-ife  is  now  de- 
ceased, he  dying  in  1837  and  the  mother  in  184.5. 
The  household  circle  included  eight  children,  seven 
of  whom  are  living,  one  dying  in  infancy. 

Dr.  Nash  started  outin  life  equipped  with  athorongh 
education,  obtained  inthe  college  andNormalSelmol 
at  Toronto,  and  finally,  in  1  S,">4.  entcfed  tlie  famous 
Oberlin  College  in  Ohio.  Nut  Cdutcnt  with  the 
arqnirements  hitherto  gained,  he  next  repaired  to 
Ann  Arbor  and  entered  the  Michigan  State  Ini- 
versity.  from  the  medical  department  of  which  he 
was  graduated  in  18.t6.  He  made  good  use  of  his 
time  and  commenced  the  regular  |)ractice  of  his 
profession  at  Wyandotte,  Mich.,  continuing  there 
until  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War. 

In  July,  1861,  Dr.  Nash  entered  the  arm}'  as  As- 
sistant Surgeon  under  the  commission  of  ( iov.  Illair. 
He  was  with  the  First  Michigan  Cavalry  until  Jaji- 
uary,  1863,  and  was  then  promoted  as  a  Surgeon 
of  the  Ninth  Cavalry  in  which  he  served  until  re- 
ceiving his  honorable  discharge  b}'  order  of  tlie 
Board  appointed  to  examine  these  invalid  ollicers, 
in  December,  1864,  at  Cincinnati.  Ohio,  Upon 
leaving  the  arm}-  he  located  at  once  in  Lapeer, 
Mich.,  where  he  followed  his  profession  until  com- 
ing to  this  county  in  1879. 

Dr.  Nash  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  J.  Cornelius. 
in  September,  1861.  She  was  the  daughter  fif  Rev. 
Samuel  Coruclius.  of  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.  I!y  her 
he  bad  four  children,  viz.. :  Jesse,  the  wife  of  liohtrt 
Berger,  of  Peoria,  111.;  Miss  Maud,  a  short-hand 
reporter  residing  in  Chicago;  Claud,  a  resident  of 
Joliet;  and  Anna  at  home.  Mrs.  Nash  died  at  their 
home   in    Lapeer,   Mich.,   in  August,    1875.      Dr. 


Nash  was  married  to  his  second  wife  in  Julj',  1879. 
Her  name  was  Mrs.  Charlotte  P.  Richards.  The 
Doctor  and  his  wife  have  a  comfortable  home  on 
Cnss  Street. 

^Vhcn  first  entering  the  army  Dr.  Nash  was  .as- 
signed to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  was 
ca|)tnred  at  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run.  He 
received  an  order  from  Lee's  Medical  Director  to 
remain  mi  the  field  and  take  care  of  wounded  rebels 
and  for  this  s(  i-\  lee  was  tendered  a  pass  to  Wash- 
ington from  Lit/.  Hugh  Lee.  The  ■•Johnnies" 
traded  boots,  hat  and  coat  with  the  Surgeon  and 
thus  accoutred  he  ap|)eared  in  the  jnesence  of  Lee, 
who  said,  "  that  pass  shall  be  lumored."  The  Doc- 
tor has  this  document  still  in  his  possession.  As 
he  left  the  lines  a  guard  remarked  to  a  comrade, 
•■  this  is  one  of  Pope's  ollicers,  let's  shoot  the  d — d 
cuss."  The  Doctor  expected  they  would  carry  out 
the  suggesticin,  but  llu'V  ilid  not  and  he  finally 
reached  the  I'liion  camp  in  safety,  at  Arlington 
Heights. 

Dr.  .Xash  in  l.sCl.  was  made  P.riga<le  Surgeon 
under  (V'li.  Israel  (leirard.  In  December,  1863, 
he  had  charge  of  the  surgical  department  in  the 
liospital  at  Knoxville,  where  In:  remained  six 
months.  He  joined  his  regiment  as  it  was  starting 
from  Camp  Nelson,  going  with  Sherman  to  Chat- 
tanooga and  was  under  the  command  of  the  hero 
of  Atlanta  until  after  the  fall  of  tlie  city. 

Dr.  Nash  was  appointed  Pension  Examiner  on 
the  lioard  for  this  district  in  1889,  and  is  Secretary 
of  the  };oard. 

^RANK  E.  MARSH.  This  young  man  is  a 
well-known  grain  dealer  of  Joliet,  in  which 
cit}-  he  was  born  in  1849.  Here  he  grew  to 
manhood,  enjoying  the  privileges  of  her  excellent 
public  schools,  and  after  finishing  the  course  in 
them,  taking  a  term  in  the  Chicago  University. 
In  1868  he  became  ticket  agent'and  telegraph  op- 
erator, continuing  in  that  position  until  1874,  wdieii 
he  emliarkeil  in  the  business  which  he  is  now  fol- 
lowing. He  buys  at  different  [loiiits  on  the  line  of 
the  Elgin.  Joliet  &  Eastern  Railroad,  and  such  sue- 
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cess  has  attended  his  efforts  that  he  has  continued 
to   carry    on   the  trade. 

In  1873  Mr.  Marsh  led  to  the  hymeneal  altar 
Miss  Kale  Kiehmond.  with  whom  lie  lived  happily' 
until  187;),  when  she  was  called  hence,  leaving 
three  children — Richmond,  Loren  and  Kate,  the 
latter  of  whom  died  when  two  years  old.  In  1882 
Mr.  ISIarsh  contracted  a  second  matrimonial  al- 
liance, the  lady  who  now  shares  his  joys  and  sor- 
rows havinir  borne  the  maiden  name  of  Ida  Pierce. 
They  have  one  livinu;  chihl.  l!ali)li  L.:  and  lust  a 
dano;hter,  Agnes,  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Marsh  was  elected  Alderman  in  188.3,  and 
has  since  been  retainetl  as  a  nienil.ier  of  the  City 
Council.  The  suhjecl  of  this  brief  biographical 
notice  is  a  son  of  the  Hon.  II.  N.  Marsh,  one  of  the 
representative  men  of  Juliet,  whose  life  history  is 
found  on  another  page  in  this  Ai.r.u.M. 


DUNCAN  MacLAREN  THOMSON.  This 
)  gentlemen  is  one  of  the  few  men  who  came 
to  Will  County  independent  in  financial  re- 
sources, and  whose  life  here  has  not  been  the 
struggle  which  many  have  experienced.  He  owns 
and  operates  over  four  hundred  acres  on  sections 
IG,  17,  20  and  21,  Frankfurt  Township.  His  land 
is  all  enclosed,  and  is  marked  with  excellent  im- 
)jrovements,  which  n(jt  onlj-  include  buildings, 
orchards  and  others  of  tlie  usual  order,  but  much 
which  is  not  usu.nlly  bjund  (ui  farms.  The  dwell- 
ing is  situated  on  section  21.  and  is  not  onl\-  of 
beautiful  design,  but  is  pleasantly  located,  well 
furnislied  ami  gives  evidence  of  the  presence  of  a 
Woman  i>f  relinement  at  the  head  of  the  establish- 
ment. AiiKUig  the  farm  buildings  are  three  barns 
ami  other  structures  which  suffice  to  shelter  all  the 
stock  and  grain.  The  agricultural  and  domestic 
l.diois  are  siin|)lifieil  and  made  easy  by  the  use  of 
:i  windmill  and  tank,  a  horse-power  grinder  (it  beiiii;- 
under  c(.)Ver),  corn-cut. ler  and  other  impr(_ive<l 
machinery,  and  Mr.  Thomson  also  luis  a  silo,  the 
first  and  onl_\   one  in  Frankfort  Township. 

The  land  includes  valuable  timber,  pasture  land 
watered  by  Hickory  Creek,  and  fields  of  great  fer- 


tility. Full-blooded  and  graded  Short-horn  cattle 
are  raised,  as  well  as  fine  hogs,  roadsters  and  draft 
horses.  About  fifteen  he.ad  of  horses  are  to  be 
seen  on  the  estate,  and  the  herd  of  cattle  numbers 
fr(jm  one  hundred  and  thirty  to  one  hundred 
and  fifty  head.  Mr.  Thomson  ships  his  own  stock, 
and  in  addition  to  that  raised  upon  his  place 
feeds  alKjut  two  car-loads  of  cattle  per  annum. 
Besides  his  fine  estate  here,  he  owns  two  hundred 
acres  of  land  near  Emmetsburg,  Palo  Alto  County, 
Iowa. 

jNIr.  Thomson  is  a  .Scotchman  of  a  lineage  honor- 
able ami  infiuential.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
.John  Thomson,  born  in  Stirling,  Stirlingshire,  was 
a  carriage  manufacturer  in  his  native  city,  which 
was  his  place  of  abode  until  his  death.  He  left 
three  sons  and  two  daughters.  The  sons  were: 
John  Thomson.  D.D.,  of  Paisley*;  George,  the 
father  of  our  subject;  and  William,  also  engaged 
in  carriage  manufacturing.  His  son  George  suc- 
ceeded him  in  the  business,  enlarging  it  and  en- 
gaging extensively  in  the  manufacture  of  carriages, 
stageco.aches  and  railro,ad  carriages.  He  made  the 
carriages  for  the  first  railway  in  Scotland.  He  was 
known  far  and  wide  as  an  influential  and  wealthy 
citizen,  and  a  pleasant  and  agreeable  man.  Tiie 
following  incident  is  a  good  instance  of  his  promi- 
nence:  As  two  travelers  were  passing  through 
.Stirling  one  asked  the  other  the  name  of  the  city, 
and  being  told,  inquired  what  it  was  noted  for. 
The  second  traveler  responded,  "For  its  castle  and 
(George  Thomson's  carriage  works."  Mr.  Thom- 
son was  a  member  of  the  Town  Council  and  a 
Hammerman.  He  was  a  Liberal  in  politics,  ami  a 
Presbyterian  in  religion,  serving  as  Elder  in  his 
church.  He  died  in  1867,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six 
years. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
Maj.  Duncan  MacLaren,  a  native  of  Perthshire. 
He  belonged  to  the  Twenty-fifth  Regiment,  "The 
King's  Own  Borderers,"  until  he  retired  to  Stirl- 
ing, where  he  died  in  1819.  His  daughtei-,  Mary 
A.  C,  was  born  on  the  farm  Dundiirn,  at  St. 
Fillan's.  Pcrthsliire.  but  reared  in  Stirling,  and 
tliere  married  to  (ieorge  Thomson.  She  breathed 
her  last  July  15,  1879,  at  tiie  age  of  sixty-three 
years.  She  was  the  mother  of  six  children,  namely: 
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Isiibelk'  n..  Mis.  II.  M.  Doughis,  who  (UlmI  in 
Scotlaiiii ;  .h>hii.  nim  died  at  Fiankfoit  SliUiuii, 
liii.s  county  :  (ini-  snlijrct;  Mary,  now  Jli's.  M.  N. 
l'arlvluir,<l.  of  ( I  ict-ii  Castle.  Ind.;  Georgf,  wlio 
died  in  Pernaiiilnieo,  l!ia/.il;  ,ind  .lames,  who  is 
I)ro|iiietor  of  cai'  woiks    in  Scotland. 

The  (rcntleman  with  wIkisc  name  we  iuliuduce 
this  sketcii  was  lioin  in  Stiilini;.  Scotland.  March 
25,  1843,  and  liad  excellent  school  advantages. 
After  being  graduated  at  the  High  School  in  Still- 
ing, he  spent  a  year  at  Mt.  Greenvau  Academ}'. 
Wiien  fourteen  years  old  he  was  a|)|)rcnliced  at 
carriage-making  under  his  father,  and  at  the  ;ige  of 
twenty  3'ears  took  charge  of  the  shops,  ^\'llen  liis 
father  dieil  he  took  entire  charge  of  the  carriage 
works,  managing  them  until  the  j'oungest  son 
became  of  age.  when  the  [iropcrty  was  divided. 

In  Ma3'.  187.5,  our  subject  came  to  America  on 
a  visit,  sailing  from  Glasgow  on  the  steamer  "Nic- 
toria."  and  twelve  days  later  landed  in  New  York. 
Thence  he  came  at  once  to  Chicago,  and  afti'i'  re- 
maining there  some  three  months,  s|ient  about  the 
same  length  of  time  in  traveling  in  the  State  of 
Illinois.  He  finally  determined  to  locate  in  A\'ill. 
Count}',  and  |iurcha<ed  one  hundieil  and  sixt\-- 
eighl  acres  of  land  where  he  is  now  located,  mak- 
ing u  cash  payment  of  fi(j'i..">il  |ier  acie.  He  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  stock-raising,  increasing  his 
landed  estate  until  it  reached  its  present  acreage. 
and  making  nearly  all  the  inqn-ovements  upon  it. 
lie  ha.s  displayed  the  steiling  ipialilies  whi(  h  lie- 
hnig  to  the  Scotch  character,  and  is  looked  upijii 
as  a  fanner  and  citizen  who  is  a  credit  to  the 
county  in  which  he  h:is  made  his  Ikuiic. 

On  .laniiary  :!.  I  S7  1 ,  the  rites  of  wedlock  were 
celebrated  between  .Mr.  ThonK^on  ami  .Miss  Isab.dle 
lluiiler  I'aloii.  This  accom  [ilished  lady  was  born 
in  Leith  Kdinburgh.  .Inly  l' 1.  1  .sIl'.  ami  is  a  des- 
ecmlaiit  of  families  whose  members  have  aeipiired 
fame  during  the  historic  times  of  Scotland.  She 
was  ciluc.-itcd  under  private  instruction,  mudtaii 
classics  and  musit-  lieing  incliide<l  in  her  course  of 
study,  and  the  graces  of  manner  being  b\-  no 
nieans  neglected.  N\'hen  she  had  .arrived  at  woman- 
hood she  possessed  a  cultured  mind,  the  cliarming 
manners  of  a  well-bred  gentlewoman,  and  the  vir- 
tues  of    character   which  make  and   keep  fiiends. 


Her  happy  union  has  been  lilessed  by  the  birth  of 
nine  children,  of  whom  tin;  f(jllowilig  survive: 
Liz/.ie  A.  Hunter.  Ch.arlotte,  (ieorge,  Duncan  M., 
.Tr.,  and  (iladys  .May.  The  deceased  are:  Walter 
Pat(m.  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven  ami  one-li;df 
ye;us:  Isabel  Beatrice,  wlio  died  when  t)ne  year 
old.  and  two  who  died  unnamed  in  infanc\'.  The 
surviving  childieii  still  ri>main  under  the  home 
roof,  and  display  a  marked  degree  of  intelligence 
and  (luickness  of  perce[)tion. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Thomson  was  Capt.  AValter 
Paton.  a  native  of  Kdinliurgh,  whose  father  had 
t\\v<\  when  he  was  a  babe.  His  mother's  father, 
Andrew  Bell,  was  a  .lacobite,  a  follower  and  active 
sup|iortcr  of  Prince  Charles  Edward  Stuart,  the 
Pretender.  He  was  a  toiiograpliieal  engineer,  and 
surveyed  the  battlelield  of  Prestonpans  on  the  night 
before  the  battle.  He  was  subsequently  taken 
into  favor  again  by  the  reigninghouse,  and  became 
unite  intiimite  with  the  Prince  of  Wales.  He  did 
engra\  ing  bir  his  royal  friend,  being  considered 
the  foremost  engr:i\er  of  Scotland.  He  was  the 
originator  of  the  Knclcluiia>dia  Britannica.  The 
Hells  trace  their  ancestry  back  through  some  of 
tile  noble  families  of  Scotland  to  the  Scougalls  of 
Scougall,  who  were  personal  friends  of  King 
.lames  ^T  of  Scotland  or  .lames  I  of  Kngland. 
Scougall  w:is  a  line  artist,  and  did  the  painting  for 
the  r<iyal  f:imilies. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Thomson  was  a  sea  captain, 
liisi  lia\iiig  charge  of  a  merchant  vessel  and  after- 
ward becoming  an  ollicer  in  the  Royal  Navy.  He 
was  surveyor  for  Lloyd's  and  also  for  the  Board 
of  Tr:iile.  and  .M:ister  of  the  Trinity  House,  Leith, 
lioldini;  the  latter  ollice  until  about  four  years  be- 
fore his  death.  He  tlu'ii  retired  to  iStirling,  where 
he  ri'inained  until  a  fewjnonths  before  his  decease, 
wliicli  occurred  while  on  a  \isit  to  his  daughter  at 
Greenock,  in  1873.  He  was  then  eiglitj'-four years 
obi.  having  been  born  in  178!).  He  h-id  con- 
ducted and  commanded  the  vessel  which  conveyed 
to  (ierman}'  King  Charles  X.  of  France,  who  had 
taken  refuge  in  Scotland. 

The  mother  of  Mrs.  Tlioms(ni  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Elizabeth  Hunter.  She  was  born  in  Cu- 
par-Fifeshire,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Hugh  Hunter, 
an  excise  ollicer  in  Greenock.     She  was  the  second 
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wife  of  Capt.  Paton,  to  whom  she  bore  but  one 
child,  now  Mrs.  Thomson.  Slie  entered  into  rest 
in  18G6.  She  and  her  husliiind  belonged  to  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church. 

The  first  marriage  of  Capt.  Paton  was  blest  l)y 
the  birth  of  lliree  children,  viz.:  Mrs.  .A.nn  Gilki- 
son,  Mrs.  Eupheuiia  Stephenson  and  Walter.  The 
latter  worked  his  way  from  cabin  boy  to  captain, 
reaching  the  latter  position  when  twenty-one.  and 
becoming  Commodore  when  twenty-five.  lie  com- 
manded the  first  mail  steam  packet  that  went  to 
Canada,  and  was  two  years  in  the  Crimean  War  as 
Comm.ander  of  the  steamship  -Cleopatra."  which 
carried  troops  to  and  frum  the  seat  of  war.  He 
had  retired  from  the  sea  when  he  was  importuned 
•to  take  cunimand  of  the '-Great  Eastern,"  and  re- 
luctantly consented,  sailing  as  her  Captain  for 
about  tliree  years.  He  then  retired  the  second 
time,  making  his  home  in  Liverpool,  where  he 
died.     His  sisters  are  also  deceased. 

Duncan  M.  Thomson  is  Master  ^Mason  in  tjje 
BriRc  ami  Thistle  Lodge,  Bannockburn.  No.  •jIi'; 
Stirling  Rock.  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  2,  in 
Stirling,  Scotland.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat. 
He  belongs  to  the  Free  Cluirch  of  Scotland,  which 
is  one  of  the  lu-anclies  of  Presliyterianisni.  Person- 
ally, lie  is  jolly  and  openhearted.  an(i  his  friends 
are  UKiny. 

On  another  page  of  this  volume  appears  a  view 
of  the  pleasant  homestead  of  Mr.  Thomson. 

<^fDAM  Tl'CK.  A  book  filled  witii  the  rec- 
'0ju\    ords  (if  tiie  lives  of  good    men   is   sugges- 

|/ni  tive  of  the  most  iirecious  and  imiiortant 
[Q^  truths.     As  was  said  by  one  famed  in  En- 

glish literature,  such  a  book  is  the  -'precious  life- 
blood  of  a  master  spirit,  embalmed  and  treasured 
up  on  puriiose  to  a  life  beyond  life."  They  serve 
as  potent  examjiles  to  eacli  succeeding  generation, 
and  teach  them  how  to  make  life  a  success.  As  a 
prominent  farmer  of  Will  County,  Mr.  'J'nck  de- 
serves representation  in  a  volume  designed  to  (icr- 
petuate  the  names  of  her  leading  citizens.  His 
pleasant  home,  a  view  of  which  appears  in  connec- 


tion with  this  brief  biographical  review,  is  situated 
on  section  33,  New  Lenox  Township.  The  farm 
consists  of  eighty  acres  of  fertile  land,  and  bears 
such  improvements  as  are  usually  f<:)und  upon  the 
estate  of  an  enterprising  man. 

Coming  of  worthy  German  ancestrj'.  Mr.  Tuck 
is  a  son  of  the  late  ^\"illiam  Tuck  and  his  wife 
Mary  Schroder.  This  estimable  coui)le  grew  to 
maturity  in  the  Fatherland,  where  they  remained 
for  some  time  after  their  marriage.  They  emi- 
grated to  America  in  18c>2,  making  their  first 
home  in  Chicago,  but  after  a  short  sojourn  in  that 
city  removed  to  Will  County.  In  Joliet  Town- 
ship, they  resided  until  the  spring  of  1867,  when 
the^'  settled  in  New  Lenox  Township,  where  our 
subject  is  now  living.  Here  the  father  departed 
this  life  December  7,  1881 ;  his  widow  is  yet  living 
and  is  now  making  her  home  in  Joliet. 

The  subject  of  this  biogia[ihical  notice  is  the 
youngest  of  the  eiuht  children  comprising  the  pa- 
rental family,  anil  was  liorn  in  Joliet  Township, 
December  1.  18G1.  He  received  a  good  pr.actical 
education  in  the  common  schools,  and  has  been 
cliiefly  eugaged  in  farming  during  his  years  of  ma- 
turitj'.     He  has  always  resided  in  this   county. 

At  the  home  of  the  bride  iu  Carrol  ton,  Greene 
County,  October  20,  1885,  Mr.  Tuck  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Kale  Kaffer,  a  wbrthj^  young 
lady  who  was  born  iu  that  count}'.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  the  late  Frank  A.  Kaffer.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Tuck  are  the  parents  of  two  bright  children, 
Frank  A.  and  Florence  L.  In  politics  Mr.  Tuck 
is  a  Demociat.  and  socially,  both  he  and  his  esti- 
mable wife  are  highly  respected. 


'r^OSSITER  RUDD  is  nurabeied  among  the 
iL^  progressive  farmers  of  Joliet  Township,  his 
Ja  \\  faim  being  on  section  24,  which  has  been 
his  home  since  his  infancy.  It  comprises 
sixty  acres  of  valuable  land,  which  has  been 
brought  to  a  high  state  of  productiveness  by  means 
of  a  proper  rotation  of  crops  and  the  use  of  the 
best  fertilizing  agents,  while  the  improvements 
which  it  bears  are  adequate   for  the    purposes  for 
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which  they  wore  inleiuled.  In' the  fall  of  hs.ST, 
Mr.  Kinld  fint).irked  in  the  eoal  Imsiiu'ss  in  -lulicl, 
wliioli  he  has  siiiee  earriei)  uii  in  C(nnu'eli<in  with 
his  aixiienllural  enterprise,  lie  lias  lieen  usi'ful  to 
his  fellow  nun  in  (julilie  (■a])acities.  n'anifesls  i;i-eaL 
kinillines^  in  his  relations  to  huni;inily.  ami  in  his 
own  pleasant  home  is  the  soul  of  hdspilalily  ami 
good  fellow>hip. 

In  IviUland  Cimntv.  Vt..  the  limld  family  had  a 
foothohl  many  years  ago.  and  there  Krastus  Kmld, 
the  father  of  our  suliject,  was  lnun  and  reared. 
He  iiianieil  Miss  Harriet  Hill,  of  Onondaga 
Comity,  N.  Y..  their  tir>t  home  being  in  Syracuse, 
whence  they  renK)ved  to  I'alriot.  Ind.  In  ISi;) 
they  emigrated  to  the  I'rairie  .stale,  settling  in 
what  is  now  New  Lenox  Township.  Imt  afterwar<l 
ren)(;ving  to  Juliet  Townshi[i.  and  tlie  farm  imw 
owned  liy  our  siilijeet.  There  'he  mother  died 
Seplemlier  3,  1S7l'.  the  father  survi\ing  until  .lime 
'22,  following.  The  latter  had  in  earl\'  life  been 
engaged  in  boating,  and  after  coming  to  Illinois 
lie  operated  the  liist  boat  tli.at  was  run  (in  the 
canal,  being  connected  in  that  enter^irise  with  Abi- 
jali  C'agwin.  Ho  was  the  father  of  three  sons  and 
four  daughters,  our  subject   being  the    fifth  child. 

Rossiter  Hudd  was  born  in  ratri<.)t.  Ind.,  No- 
vember L'.  l.'-'lo.  bill  was  reared  to  inaiihond  in 
Will  C'uunty.  111.,  after  his  father's  death  taking 
possession  of  the  old  honieslead.  He  was  married 
in  Hlooniingtoii.  August  2'->.  IMJ;!.  to  Miss  .lane 
(li-egg,  whose  intelligence  of  mind  and  worth  of 
character  had  won  his  ileepesl  regard.  Her  par- 
ents. William  and  Margaret  (Lenox)  Gregg,  are 
natives  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  in  which  tlioy  grew  to 
maturity  and  were  united  in  marriage.  They  at 
once  emigrated  to  Canada,  where  their  daughter, 
.Mrs.  Rmld,  was  born  Xovember  2.'!,  1835,  her 
birthplace  being  the  town  of  Brook.  Several  years 
after  her  birth  the  family  catne  to  Will  County, 
III.,  settling  on  a  farm  in  .loliet  Townshii),  where 
the  parents  still  reside.  Their  family  comprises 
one  son  and  leu  liangliters.  .Mrs.  K'udd  lieing  the 
second  in  order  of  birth. 

An  interesting  family  has  been  born  to  .Mr.  ;iiid 
Mrs.  Kudd,  the  living  ciiildren  being  Ibinnali  L.. 
Fayette,  Harriet.  Freeman  and  .Mansliehl:  lliev 
have  buried  one  son,  Harry,  wlm  died    when  aliout 


a  year  old.  Mr.  Rudd  has  held  the  offices  of  Road 
Coinini.ssioner.  School  Director  and  Superinten- 
dent of  Mound  Ceiiu'teiy.  In  every  position  to 
wdiich  he  has  been  called  he  h.-is  manifested  a  de- 
gfee  of  intelligent  interest  .•md  g,.„.d  jiirlo„,ent 
which  have  redounded  U>  his  credit  in  the  eyes  of 
Ihe  ^immunity.  In  pdliii,.,-,  he  is  a  Ueiuibiican. 
He  and  his  wife  belong  t,.  the  Universalist  Church, 
and  in  all  the  vicinity  round  about  are  held  in 
high  esleeni  for  their  many  good  qualities. 


TKI'IIKX  GLIDDFN.  A  history  of  the 
men  who  have  had  the  making  of  Will 
County,  would  be  inc(un[ileto  without  a 
~  sketch  of  this  pioneer,  who  has  been  so 
long  and  so  closely  connected  with  its  highest  ma- 
terial and  social  interests,  and  we  are  glad  to  be 
able  ti.i  represent  him  on  the  iiages  of  thi.s  volume. 
He  stands  foremost  among  the  leading  farmers  and 
stock-raisers  of  Channahon,  is  one  of  its  most  ex- 
tensive land-owners,  having  a  large  and  valuable 
farm  in  this  township,  and  has  taken  a  leading  part 
in  making  this  portion  of  Illinois  one  of  the  richest 
farming  regions  in  this  section  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Gliddcii  comes  of  line  old  New  England 
stock  but  is  himself  a  native  of  the  Empire  Stal,e, 
lioni  in  Essex  County.  September  15,  1820.  His 
parents  were  Levi  and  Sarah  (Glidden)  Glidden. 
who  were  of  ver3-  old  American  families,  who  came 
to  this  country  many  years  prior  to  the  Revolution. 
Mr.  Glidden,  of  barb  wire  fame,  is  a  representative 
of  this  family,  and  second  cousin  of  our  sidjject. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  the  place  of  his  nativity 
and  followed  farming  there  and  also  the  lumber 
business,  getting  out  limber  from  the  pine  woods 
till  he  was  twentj'-eiglit  years  of  age.  Then  in  the 
Mush  and  vigor  of  a  strong  manly  manhood  he 
caiiu!  to  the  I'rairie  State  in  1848,  and  with  the 
'^{',un  which  he  luad  accumulated  in  New  York  as 
his  ca|)ital.  he  started  on  a  new  life  here,  by  in- 
vesting it  judiciously  in  a  piece  of  land  lying 
along  the  Desplaines  liiver,  on  which  was  a  mill. 
He  operated  that  for  five  years  very  profitably,  and 
then  the  railroad  coming  through  spoiled  the  busi- 
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ness.  After  lliat  he  puicliased  one  hundred  and 
eleven  acres  of  land  and  gave  his  attention  to  rais- 
ing and  feeding  stock  and  has  always  been  engaged 
;>t  that.  He  has  added  to  his  farm  till  it  is  now- 
one  of  the  largest  in  the  county,  comprising  eight 
huiKlied  and  eiglity-five  acres  of  as  good  farming 
hind  as  lies  in  the  township. 

In  1819  our  subject  returned  to  New  York  for  the 
young  lad}'  who  had  plighted  her  troth  to  him,  Miss 
Mary  L.Barnett, daughter  of  Asa  and  IIannah(Lamp- 
son)  Barnelt,  of  F^ssex  County,  and  their  marriage 
was  solemnizetl  July  4.  184'.(.  Accompanied  by 
his  young  bride,  who  had  left  fond  parents  to  cast 
her  fortunes  in  with  liini  wln)in  she  loved  best  in  j 
all  the  wide  world  to  assist  him  in  building  up  of  a 
home,  our  subject  returned  to  Channahou.  They 
established  their  dwelling  on  the  east  side  of  the 
river,  living  there  until  1878,  when  he  erected  his 
jjresent  fine  residence  on  an  eminence  commanding 
a  beautiful  view  of  the  valley  of  the  Desplaines 
River  and  also  of  the  DuPage,  about  two  and  one- 
half  miles  away,  and  of  the  village  of  Channahon 
on  the  river.  In  the  management  of  his  extensive 
agricultural  affairs  Mr.  Glidden  has  shown  large 
enterprise  and  fine  business  and  executive  ability, 
which  traits  have  brought  him  wealth.  He  gener- 
ally votes  the  Republican  ticket,  but  takes  no  fur- 
ther part  in  elections  or  politics. 

September  12,  1887,  the  shadow  of  a  great  grief 
fell  over  the  household  of  our  subject;  Death 
cr<.issed  the  threshold  of  his  home  and  removed  the 
wife  and  mother  from  her  loved  ones,  who  hold  her 
(h>ar  memory  in  sacred  remembrance.  She  was  a 
woman  of  a  beautiful  and  noble  character,  who 
met  the  grave  duties  and  responsibilities  of  life 
with  hrmuess  and  serene  patience,  and  fulfilled 
them  faithfully.  She  was  greatly  beloved  far 
beyond  the  limits  of  her  home  circle,  her  constant 
kindliness  of  disi)Osition  endearing  her  to  all  who 
knew  her. 

"Blessing  she  was;   (iod  made  her  so, 
And  deeds  of  Week-day  holinets  fell  from  her  noise 
less  as  the  snow." 

Eleven  ehildreii  weie  lioni  of  the  mai'riage  of 
our  subject,  six  of  whom  L;rew  to  maturity,  four 
of  whom  are  still  li\ing:  Tanu'lia.  with  her  father; 
Saiah  .lane,  tlie    wife  of  Henry  llaviland.  of  Chan- 


nahon, now  a  resident  of  Kansas,  where  he  owns  a 
farm;  Melissa,  with  her  father;  Harvy,  a  3'oung 
man  of  twenty-two,  who  lives  with  his  father,  and 
is  ably  managing  the  farm.  Since  the  mother  de- 
parted, the  family  has  been  called  to  mourn  the 
death  of  a  loved  one,  Ella  F.,who  had  just  blossomed 
into  womanhood,  died  February  24,  1888,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-two  3-ears.  Adelbert,  a  young  man 
of  great  promise,  in  his  eighteenth  year,  was  the 
victim  of  an  accident  by  which  he  was  killed  De- 
cember 2,  187  7.  While  on  a  duck  expedition  he 
threw  his  gun  into  the  boat,  and  the  hammer  strik- 
ing on  the  seat,  was  discharged,  the  shot  taking  ef- 
fect in  his  abdomen  and  he  lived  but  a  few  hours. 
^^'e  reverently  believe  that  the  lives  thus  uncom- 
pleted have  but  "entered  upon  l)roader  fields  of  ac- 
tion and  duty,  where  nobler  struggles  shall  task  the 
strength  and  more  precious  crowns  reward  the  vic- 
tor, where  the  holies  and  dreams  of  earth  shall  be 
turned  to  sight  and  the  broken  circles  of  life  be 
rounded  to  the  [lerfeet  orb."' 


A"\'ID  B.  GEISS.     In  this  county  are  to  be 
found  several  farmers  who   have   reached   a     ] 
high  degree  of  prosperity   by  the  persistent 
pursuit  of  a  chosen    calling,  and    the   exercise   of     | 
prudence  and  foresight  in  the  conduct  of  their  af- 
fairs.   Among  these  none  deserves  the  notice  of  the 
biographical  writer  more  than  the  gentleman  whose 
cognomen  forms  the    heading  of  this  sketch.     He 
began  his  career  in    life   with   but   the   talents  be-     , 
stowed  upon    him  by   nature  and   the  knowledge  of 
milling  learned    from    his    fatlier:  he    now    ranks 
among  the  wealthy  residents  of  Wilton  Townshij), 
where  he  owns   a  valuable  estate   and  is   enjoying 
merited  repose  after  j'ears  of  toil  and  activity. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  George  A.  and 
Susfin  (Bright)  Geiss.  natives  of  Berks  County, 
Pa.,  wlio  died  in  Lebanon  County,  at  an  advanced  ; 
age.  The  father  was  a  hard-working  man,  who  i 
made  milling  and  farming  the  work  of  his  life. 
The  father  belonged  to  the  Lutheran  Church  and 
the  mother  to  the  Reformed  Church.  Their  fam- 
ily comprised  twelve  children — Mary,  Sarah,  Dan^ 
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ic'l,  Elizabeth,  .Tolin,  George,  David  R.,  Kate, 
Matilda,  Peter,  Reuben  and  Susan.  Of  tliis  large 
family  there  survives  at  this  date  John.  George, 
Matilda,  Susan.  Kate  and  David  15. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  A|)ril  l>>, 
1812,  in  Lebanon  County,  Pa.,  and  reared  in  tliat 
and  Berks  County,  his  time  being  spent  in  I  he  mill 
and  on  the  farm,  of  both  pursuits  gaining  a  knowl- 
edge in  earl}-  life.  After  learning  the  trade,  he 
carried  on  the  milling  business  successfully  for 
twenty-five  j-ears,  both  in  Berks  and  Center  Coun- 
ties. In  the  latter  he  made  his  home  twenty-two 
years.  After  a  quarter  of  a  century  devoted  to 
that  calling,  he  discovered  that  his  health  required 
him  to  adopt  some  occupation  that  would  keep 
him  in  the  open  air  much  of  the  lime.  He  there- 
fore turned  his  attention  to  farming,  and  in  1868 
came  to  Will  County,  III.,  and  bought  his  present 
farm.  It  consists  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-six 
acres  on  section  6,  Wilton  Township,  and  was  con- 
ducted successfully  b}'  the  owner  for  several  years. 
He  improved  it  until  it  is  ranked  among  the  finest 
estiites  in  the  township,  and  is  a  home  of  which 
any  man  might  well  be  proud.  Owing  to  his  ad- 
vanced age  and  feeble  health,  Mr.  Giess  now  rents 
the  farm,  living  in  retirement  in  the  midst  of  the 
adornments  he  has  put  upon  the  face  of  Nature. 

Mr.  Geiss  has  lieen  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
having  been  Sarah  Kerlin,  of  Berks  County,  Pa., 
who  shared  his  joys  and  sorrows  until  December 
7.  1850,  when  desith  took  her.  She  was  the  mother 
of  eleven  children.  Of  these,  William  F.  lives  in 
Chicago;  Alison  is  deceased ;  David  lives  in  Cen- 
ter, Center  County,  Pa.;  Susan  is  deceased;  Daniel 
lives  in  .loliet;  .Sarah  is  deceased;  Jacob,  Marj'  J. 
and  Anna  C.  complete  the  circle  of  survivors,  and 
the  roll  of  the  dead  includes  two  infants  unnamed 
on  earth. 

For  his  second  companion  Mr.  Geiss  chose  Kalii- 
arine,  a  sister  of  Lis  first  wife,  with  whom  he  was 
united  OctolxT  4,  1800.  Prior  to  this  union  she 
iiad  been  twice  married,  her  first  husband  having 
lieen  William  Schrcfier,  b}'  whom  she  had  two  chil- 
dren— Mary  and  William.  After  his  death  she  mar- 
ried William  Hunkle,  by  whom  she  also  had  two 
children — Sarah  and  Jacob.  Mrs.  Geiss  is  now  eighty 
years  of  .age.     Her  life   l.as   been  a  useful  and  up- 


right one,  and  she  merits  the  esteem  of  her  ac- 
quaintances and  the  "good  report"  that  follows  her. 
Mr.  Geiss  is  one  of  the  most  intelligent  and  well- 
read  men  of  the  community,  and  in  his  companv 
aji  hour  can  ever  be  s|)enl  in  a  profitabU^  manner. 
His  energy  of  character,  the  manner  in  which  he 
carved  out  a  fortune  from  adverse  siirioundings, 
and  the  upright  life  that  lias  been  led  by  him.  alike 
gain  the  high  regard  of  all  who  know  him,  and  all 
rejoice  in  his  prosperity.  He  is  a  stanch  Democrat. 
PiOth  he  and  his  good  wife  hold  membership  in  the 
Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Geiss  has  twenty-six  grand- 
children and  two  great-grandchildren. 

^p^HOMAS  VARLEY.  Among  the  pioneers 
lf^^^\  whose  names  are  identified  with  that  of 
^^^  Wheatland  as  its  builders,  none  occupy  a 
more  honorable  position  than  that  of  this  gentle- 
man, who  for  many  years  has  been  a  tiller  of  the 
soil  in  this  locality  and  'has  thereby  secured  .-i  com- 
petence, his  farm  on  section  2m,  being  a  most  desir- 
.able  one  in  ever  respect. 

Our  subject  is  of  English  origin,  born  in  York- 
shire, June  27.  1821.  a  son  of  William  and  iMary 
Varle}'.  He  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
country  and  has  been  emi)loyed  in  farming  pur- 
suits from  early  boyhood.  He  h.ad  but  a  rudimen- 
tary education  in  the  schools  of  England,  but  after 
ho  came  to  this  country  he  attended  school  two 
winters  and  during  the  two  months  of  each  season 
applyed  himself  closely  to  his  books  and  rapidly 
improved  in  scholarship.  He  has  always  been  fond 
of  reading  and  aims  to  keep  well  (wsted  on  affairs 
of  general  interest.  In  18.00,  in  the  prime  of  early 
manhood,  he  determined  to  seek  his  fortunes  in 
America,  and  taking  passage  to  Hull  on  a  sailing 
vessel.af'.erja  voyage  of  about  seven  weeks  landed  in 
New  York  Cit}'.  He  came  directh'  to  Will  County 
from  there  aurl  when  he  arrived  here  found  that  he 
had  but  two  shillings  left,  and  as  he  was  snft"ering 
with  a  felon  on  his  hand  he  was  obliged  to  pay  out 
that  money  to  have  it  removed.  He  thus  started 
in  life  here  under  discouraging  circumstance.  Noth- 
ing daunted,  however,  with  characteristic  British 
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pluc-k  aiul  tenacity  (if  purpose  he  immediately 
sought  work  and  soon  became  employed  as  a  farm 
linnd.  He  saved  iiis  money  and  in  time  had  earned 
enough  to  send  for  his  wife  and  children,  who 
joined  him  in  1 8,^)4.  After  the  arrival  of  his 
family  he  farmed  as  a  renter  for  about  four  years 
and  then  Ixiughl  land  in  Wheatland  Township.  He 
sulisequently  purchasec'l  \ni  present  farm  in  1865, 
and  since  has  built  up  a  substantial  home  by  hard 
and  persistent  labor,  aided  by  his  faithful  wife. 
The  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  com[irising  his 
farm  aie  un<ler  excellent  cultivation,  and  neat  anil 
conveniently  arrangeil  buildings  adorn  the  place, 
and  everything  about  it  shows  the  care  of  the 
owner. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  England,  ALarcli  .i, 
1H44,  to  Martha  C'ravau,  a  native  of  that  country. 
Six  children  wore  born  to  their  union.  Margaret, 
.b_)hn,  Charles,  Mary,  wife  of  Peter  Cheese,  of  Col- 
orado; .Tane,  wife  of  Edward  Lt'Vee.  and  the 
mother  of  three  children — IIar\ey.  Erank  and 
Nelson  ;  and  Martha,  wife  of  Util.iert  Pennington, 
of  Kane  County.  111. 

May  2;!.  187.'^.  the  wife  who  had  been  vur  sub- 
ject's helpmate  for  so  many  yeai's,  departed  this 
life,  lea\ing  behind  her  a  wealth  of  love  and  affec- 
tion and  many   warm    friends  who    UKJuru  her  loss. 

"Her  work  is  compassed  ami  done; 
All  things  are  seemly  and  ready, 
And  her  summer  has  just  begun. 

"But  we  cannot  think  other  idle; 

.She  must  be  a  home-maker  still; 
God  giveth  that  work  to  the  angels 

"Who  fittest  the  task  fullill. 

"And  somewhere,  yet,  in  the  hill  tops 
Of  the  country  that  hath  no  pain 

She  will  watch  in  lici'  beautiful  deiorwav 
To  bid  us  a  wclconic  again." 

lu  a  career,  houor.able  alike  to  himself  and  to 
the  community.  Mr.  A'arley  has  sln.iwn  those  val- 
uable traits  of  character  without  which  success  is  | 
unnllaiiiable;  and  the  perusal  of  this  biographical 
sketch  leads  one  to  feel  that  he  is  .a  man  of  sound 
intelligence  and  high  worth,  whom  his  fellow-citi- 
zens may  well  hold  in  respect  anil  esteem.  IJe  is 
classed  among  the  oldest  pioneers  of  the  neighbor- 
hood and  while  witnessing  the  gradual  growth    of   1 


m 


the  country  from  its  primitive  wildness  to  its  pres- 
ent high  state  of  cultivation,  lie  has  done  much 
pioneer  work  to  forward  its  improvement.  He  has 
served  as  School  Director  and  has  been  Road  Com- 
missioner of  the  township  for  several  years.  He 
long  since  identified  himself  with  the  Republican 
party  and  has  remained  a  true  supporter  of  its 
in-inciples. 


^Y,  OHN  G.  LONGSHORE,  one  of  the  enter- 
prising farmers  of  Wilton  Township,  has 
demonstrated  the  fact  that  i)erseverance  and 
zeal  will  prevail  to  conquer  circumstances 
and  gain  a  competence  for  him  who  exercises  those 
qualities.  He  m;>w  owns  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  fine  land  on  sections  28  and  3.3,  his  resi- 
dence being  on  the  f(u-mer.  All  the  improve- 
ments— and  they  are  many  and  excellent — have 
been  made  by  the  present  owner  of  the  farm  and 
rellecL  credit  uiion  his  judgment  and  thiift.  Mr. 
Longshore  is  the  OJily  survi\dr  in  a  familv  of  four 
children  born  to  Thomas  ami  .lane  ((iain)  Long- 
slun-e,  of  Bucks  County,  Pa.  He  is  the  second  on 
the  roll  wliich  includes  the  names  of  Sarah,  Mary 
and  Susan. 

In  the  counts-  that  was  the  birthplace  of  his 
worthy  parents,  John  Longsliore  was  born  ,Tune  i), 
ls2().  He  was  reared  on  a  farm,  his  father  ojiera- 
ting  one  in  connection  with  W(.)rk  at  his  trade  of  a 
wagon  maker.  In  LS37  the  family  removed  to 
Reyuoldslnirg,  Eianklin  f'ounty,  Ohio,  where  the 
parents  died.  4'liere  our  subject  remained  until 
1.S4',)  when  he  came  to  Will  Countv,  111.,  and 
entered  two  humlred  acres  of  land  in  Wilton 
Township.  Since  coming  to  this  State  he  has 
followed  farming,  but  previously  he  woi'ked  at  tlie 
trade  of  a  c;upenter  and  cabinet-maker  several 
years. 

.Mr.  Longshore  has  been  a  member  of  the  Odd 
Eellows  fraternity  since  anout  18  17  ami  holds  '^ood 
standing  in  Lodge  No.  GIO.  at  Wilton  Center.  He 
has  held  some  minor  township  olHces,  and  affiliates 
with  the  Kepublican  party,  in  the  principles  of 
which  he    tirudy    believes.     An    honorable   man,  a 
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iflialik'  liti/A'u.  and  a  kind  neighbor  and  fatlier.  he 
»ins  rfjpoft  from  his  afsopiates  and  lias  many 
friends  lliroughoul  the  vicinity  in  which  he  has  so 
long  resided. 

The  first  wife  of  .Mr.  I.oiiLjsliore  was  spared  to 
hini  l)nt  (i\-c  montlis  wlien  tlie  Angel  of  Death 
called  her.  She  Iioic  the  maiden  name  of  Ann 
\'an  Cam[).  IMiss  .Sydney-  Pugh  was  the  second 
choice  of  our  subject  and  with  iier  he  lived  happily 
several  years.  She  bore  eight  children,  of  whom 
Jane,  Charley.  .Tohn  and  Eddie  are  now  living.  In 
June,  1 8G2.  Mr.  Longshore  was  again  married, 
taking  as  his  companion  Miss  Matilda  Hurting,  of 
Hockville.  Kankakee  County.  This  worthy  woman 
was  liiirn  in  Penn.s}ivania  ab'iut  1830,  and  is  still 
living.  Her  father  was  Sam\iel  Hurting.  To  her 
and  luM-  husband  six  ehihlreii  have  been  born, 
nam('<l  respectively:  Ilenrw  Mary.  Samuel,  (leorge. 
Ida  and  Julius.  Henry  and  Mary  ha\e  been  re- 
moved Uoin  their  sorrowing  parents  by  death. 


J?       ANSON    E.   HOSS. 


)leasanth'    located 


and  fertile  tiact  <if  land  on  section  4.  Joliet 
Township,  is  owned  and  occupied  by  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  now  giving  his  atten- 
tion to  the  purchase  and  sale  of  real  estate.  His 
r;u-m  being  just  northwest  of  .loliet,  comljines  the 
|ileasanl  features  of  town  and  farm  life  in  such  n 
proportion  as  to  be  pleasurable  t<j  any  except  the 
most  fault-finding.  The  career  of  Mr.  Ross  has 
been  marked  by  a  careful  attention  to  the  matters 
he  had  in  hand  .-md  the  exercise  of  tact  and  good 
judgment,  producing  a  favorable  effect  upon  his 
linances  anil  in  the  minds  of  those  with  whom  he 
h.Hs  to  do. 

In  the  first  quarter  of  the  present  century  Elijah 
Ross,  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  Mary  L.  Houston, 
a  native  of  Delaware,  became  husband  and  wife. 
I'heir  first  home  after  marriage  was  in  the  Buck- 
eye .State,  near  S|)ringfield,  whence  they  removed 
to  the  vicinity  of  Picpia.  where  the  husband  closed 
his  eyes  in  death.  The  widow  subsequently  liccame 
inmate  of  the   home  of   a  dauirhter   near    Elk- 


hait.  111.,  and  there  departed  this  life.  Their  fam- 
ily  comprised  ten  cliihhvn.  of  whom  the  subject 
of  this  skeleh  is  the  seventh,  he  having  been 
born  in  Clark  County,  Ohio,  June  15,  1832.  He 
was  an  infant  of  about  twelve  months  when  his 
parents  removed  to  Piqua,  and  he  grew  to  manhood 
in  the  contiguous  village  of  Rossville,  which  was 
named  in  iKjnor  of  his  father  and  uncle.  He  re- 
mained in  that  place  until  18,j(;.  when  he  came  to 
the  Prairie  .State,  making  his  first  location  near 
JNIorris,  Grundv  County. 

After  a  residence  there  of  about  one  year.  Mr. 
Ross  bought  land  in  Livingston  County,  and  set- 
tled down  to  the  life  of  a  farmer  in  Nevada  Towu- 
sliii).  Some  nine  years  later  he  sold  the  farm  and 
engaged  in  the  grocery  and  hardware  business  in 
Dwight,  continuing  it  for  about  two  years,  '.vhen  he 
sold  out  the  business  and  made  another  change  of 
l).ase.  Coming  to  Joliet,  he  bought  the  land  upon 
which  he  now  resides,  and  which  has  since  been  his 
home  with  the  exception  of  a  short  time  spent  in 
Dakota. 

The  first  marri'.ige  of  Mr.  Ross  was  celebi-ated  at 
the  home  of  tlie  bride,  in  Dwight,  the  lady  whom 
he  had  chosen  for  his  companion  being  Miss  Esther 
Thompson  She  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  possessed  many  good  qualities,  and  was 
dcvoti'd  to  the  interests  of  her  husband  and  chil- 
dren. The  union  was  blessed  by  the  liirth  of  seven 
sons  and  daughters',  their  record  being  as  follows: 
Mary  L.  is  the  wife  of  William  Eaton;  Abna 
E.  m;u-ried  .lolin  I'.el.-ly:  .Marion  ilied  when  six 
monllis  old;  l'"i-ank  11.  is  in  the  nuisery  businejs  in 
Joliet;  1.,.  PJdgar  is  a  clerk  in  a  store  there;  Rob- 
ert W.  is  a  student  at  Jackson,  Mich.,  where  Jessie 
E.  is  akso  studying.  The  mother  of  this  family  de- 
parted this  life  in  November,  1887. 

Mr.  Ross  contracted  a  second  matrimonial  al- 
liance, September  o,  1889,  the  marriage  ceremony 
being  [jerformed  at  Marseilles.  La  Salle  County, 
and  the  biide  Miss^'anch  Gardner.  This  educated, 
cultured,  and  Christian  woman  w:is  bom  in  \m- 
boy,  Lee  County,  July  11,  1H|;!.  she  has  not  lieen 
content  to  sit  with  folded  hands  since  the  studies  of 
her  girlhood  were  completed,  but  has  ever  been  on 
the  alert  to  find  use  for  the  talents  which  have  been 
given    her,  and   in  her  own  womanh-  w;i\    to  make 
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tlie  world  better  for  her  prcseiiee  in  it.  She  finds 
an  outlet  for  her  relioious  nature  In  the  woik  and 
worship  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to 
which  Mr.  Ross  also  belongs.  As  an.eniiier  of  so- 
ciety slie  is  higlily  regarded,  while  in  lier  own 
home  *'her  price  is  far  above  rubies."  Mr.  Ross 
formerly  acted  with  the  Republican  party,  but  is 
now  a  Prohibitionist.  While  living  in  Livingston 
County,  he  satisfactorily  discharged  the  duties  of 
Township  Treasurer  and  School  Commissioner. 


Vf/OHN  McFADDEX,  JR.  Tiiis  gentleman, 
who  is  proprietor  of  tlie  well-known  Mc- 
Fjidden  Liverj'  on  Ottawa  Street,  is  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  leading  men  in  this 
business  in  Joliet.  He  has  a  fine  outfit,  cora|iris- 
ing  some  of  the  best  horses  and  vehicles  and  enjoj's 
the  patronage  of  a  large  portion  of  those  who  are 
dependent  upon  this  method  of  getting  over  the 
country.  He  has  a  life-long  interest  in  the  welfare 
and  progress  of  tin'  city  of  .l"liel.  which  is  his  na- 
tive place.  He  was  born  April  17,  185G,  and  is 
the  son  of  John  and  Bridget  (HatTerty)  McFadden, 
who  came  hither  aljout  1850.  The  parents  of  Mr. 
McFadden  were  natives  of  Irel^jid;  the  mother  is 
deceased  and  the  father  re<5ides  in  Joliet. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  received  a  good  edu- 
cation in  the  city  schools  and  in  early  manhood  be- 
came a  member  of  the  Fire  Department,  driving 
the  first  steam  fire  engine  which  was  brought  into 
the  city.  He  remained  connected  with  this  for  a 
l)eriod  of  six  years  and  then  in  1879,  established  his 
present  livery  business  on  East  Van  lUiren  Street 
from  which  he  removed  in  ISS.'!,  putting  up  his 
present  fine  hai'n  which  occupies  (nie  of  the  most 
desirable  Incalidus  in  tlu^  city,  being  just  west  cif 
the  ci>urt-h()\ise  and  near  Hotel  Royal  and  the 
d,.pot. 

In  addition  to  his  bvery  busiiu'ss  Mr.  McFad- 
den deals  quite  extensively  in  Iwuses  t'nnw  wliich 
he  enjoys  [jrofitable  returns.  While  iiaving  ex- 
tensive business  interests,  he  h;is  fdund  time  in  de- 
vote some   attention   to  city  ixjlitics,   in   which   he 


is  independent.  He  was  elected  to  represent  the 
Second  Ward  in  the  City  Council  in  1889,  and 
still  holds  the  office.  He  was  reared  in  the  Catholic 
faith  of  his  forefathers  and  is  prominently  con- 
nected with  SI.  Mary's  Church,  in  Joliet.  A  man 
upright  and  honest  in  his  transactions,  he  is  highly 
spoken  of  by  all  who  know  him.  He  commenced 
at  the  foot  of  the  ladder  in  life  and  has  accumulated 
a  fair  share  of  this  world's  goods  through  his  own 
unaided  efforts.  He  enjoys  the  acquaintance  of  a 
large  circle  of  friends. 

Mr.  McFadden  on  the  25th  of  October,  1881, 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Maria  Duggan.  Mrs. 
iMcFadden,  also  a  native  of  Joliet,  was  born  in 
1857  and  was  the  daughter  of  Edward  and  Mavy 
Duggan,  who  were  natives  of  Ireland  and  are  now 
residing  in  Joliet.  Of  this  union  there  were  l)orn 
two  sons  and  one  daughter — Charles,  Frank  and 
Mary.  jMrs.  McFadden  departed  this  life  at  the 
family  residence  in  Jciliet,  November  "23,  1889. 

■ •"^'I'-^'l''*!"^" 

'iHOMAS  CRdWE,  Superintendent  of  the 
Converting  Mill  of   the  Joliet  works  of  the 

_  Illinois  Steel  Company,  and  liaving  liis  head- 
quarters in  this  city,  foinis  no  unimportant  factor 
among  its  industrial  interests.  The  works  give 
employment  U>  four  hundred  uien  in  that  depart- 
ment alone,  all  of  whom  are  under  the  supervision 
of  Mr.  Crowe.  He  is  apparently  well  fitted  bv  na- 
tui'c  and  training  for  the  responsir.ilities  which  he 
has  assumed. 

A  native  of  Toronto,  Canada,  Mr.  Crowe  was 
l)orn  December  21,  1851,  to  William  JI.  and  Mary 
(^IcHenry)  Crowe,  who  are  also  natives  of  the  Do- 
minion and  are  lioth  of  Irish  extraction.  The 
father  was  engagiMl  in  the  boot,  and  shoe  trade  and 
is  now  in  Lcuidon,  Canada.  Thomas  acquired  his 
education  in  the  Schools  of  his  native  cit}-  and  re- 
mained a  member  of  the  jiarental  household  until 
a  young  man  of  twenty  years.  Then  rei)airing  to 
the  oil  regions  of  Pennsylvania  during  the  times  of 
the  greatest  excitement  there,  he  occu|)ied  himself 
variously  in  that  region  until  April,  1872.  Thence 
he  emigrated  to  Chicago  and  engaged  with  the  con- 
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vcrtintc  department  of  the  North  Chicago  Mills,  for 
the  purpose  of  learning  the  business.  He  started 
as  ladieman  and  was  thus  emplo3'ed  until  May,  1^82, 
after  which  he  filled  various  positions  until  he  lie- 
eaine  foreman  of  the  mill.  By  this  time  the  works 
were  located  at  South  Chicago  and  Mr.  Crowe  was 
appointed  .Superintendent,  which  position  he  occu- 
pied until  tlie  latter  part  of   1884. 

On  the  Kith  of  March,  1885,  Mr.  Crowe  came 
loJolift  and  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  present 
position  which  he  has  since  discharged  in  a  manner 
creditMl)le  lo  himself  and  satisfactory  to  all  con- 
ccrneil.  He  is  a  man  generallj'  well  informed  and 
is  justly  proud  of  the  fact  that  he  has  always  voted 
the  straight  Rei)ul)lican  ticket.  Socially,  he  lie- 
longs  lo  the  Royal  Arianum  and  the  Ancient  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons. 

Mr.  Crowe  was  married  .July  3,  18K(;,  at  the 
hride's  home  in  Chicago,  to  Miss  Mary  Gihbs.  This 
lady  was  born  JIarch  1,  lS,').i,  in  AlcIIenrj-  County. 
III.,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Walter  and  Annie 
(Frisbie)  (iibbs.  the  latter  of  whom  dieil  whin  her 
daughter  .Marj-  was  liut  two  years  old.  Mr.  Cibbs 
i-eniained  a  resident  of  Mclleury  County  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  l.sTd.  Of  this  union 
there  have  been  born  four  children,  two  sons  and 
two  daughters:  William  Joseph.  Thomas  Eklward, 
Xcllie  and  Mamie.  The  little  family  occupies  a 
snug  home  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the  city. 
Mr.  Crowe,  although  but  five  years  a  resident  in 
thie  count3',  has  fully  established  himself  in  the 
esteem  and  confidence  of  Its  people  and  is  num- 
bered among  its  most  relial)le  and  substantial 
citizens. 

^p^EORGE  A.  Bl'CK.  The  city  of  Joliet  is 
11  1^  sulliciently  large  to  afford  to  its  residents 
^yj  an  opportunity  for  every  reasonable  pleas- 
ure, congenial  companionshii)  and  comfort  which 
heart  can  desire.  To  it  have  been  attracted  many 
men  wiio,  after  years  of  industrious  labors,  have 
secured  a  competence  and  are  enabled  to  spend  their 
declining  years  in  merited  repose  and  the  enjoy- 
ment of  all  that  is  iiost  in  life.  Among  this  num- 
ber is  the  gentleman  above  named,  whose  (lortrait  is 


presented  in  connection  with  this  sketch,  and  who 
is  a  retired  farmer,  having  large  [iroperty  interests 
in  this  vicinity,  lie  has  liccn  a  townsman  since 
l.s.s.'i,  and  is  numbered  among  the  best  citizens  of 
the  city,  as  lie  formerly  was  among  those  of  the 
adjacent  country.  In  politics  he  is  a  sound  Demo- 
crat. His  fitness  for  public  service  has  been  recog- 
nized by  his  fcllow-mcn.  who  have  imposed  upon 
liini  the  duties  of  various  oflices.  Among  these 
Were  the  posilions  of  Town  Clerk,  Supervisor  and 
others,  the  last-nauiccl  office  having  been  held  by 
liim  fi\e  terms. 

The  old  Bay  State  claims  Mr.  Buck  as  one  of  her 
sons,  ami  his  parents.  Asahel  and  Sophia  (Mason) 
lUiek,  were  also  born  within  its  limits.  To  them 
wre  boi-n  six  children,  as  follows:  Achsah  aiul 
Sarah,  deceased  ;  (icoigc  A.:  Mrs.  Harriet  I, inn, 
living  in  Maiiliatlan  Township,  this  county;  Tin- 
man, whose  liome  is  in  Omaha.  Neb.;  and  Laura, 
deceased.  The  father  departed  this  life  August 
k;.  ISi.sd.  at  the  age  of  seveuty-eiglit  years,  his 
death  taking  place  in  I'oultnc}',  Vt.  There  the 
widowecl  mother  is  still  living,  having  now  reache<l 
the  ridvanced  age  of  eighty-seven  ye;irs. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  biographical  sketch 
was  liorn  September  10.  ISL'L),  at  Lanesborough, 
Berkshire  County,  Mass.  Ilis  father  having  been 
a  farmer,  his  early  years  were  spent  upon  a  farm 
in  acquiring  such  knowledge  of  its  management  as 
is  always  secured  by  a  bright  lad,  and  in  obtaining 
as  good  an  education  as  the  schools  of  the  vicinity 
afi'orded.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three  ^cars  he  be- 
came a  merchant  at  Cheshire,  but  after  three  and 
one-half  years  spent  in  mercantile  pursuits  re- 
turned to  farming  as  an  occupation  mt)re  congenial. 
In  18.5G  became  West  determined  to  make  a  home 
in  the  Prairie  State,  selecting  .as  his  first  location 
\\'aukcgan.  Lake  County.  There,  after  a  few  short 
months  of  Inippy  wedded  life,  his  companion  was 
reiiu)Vcd  from  him.  breathing  her  last  April  16, 
lis.jT.  Their  marriage  had  been  celebrated  May 
12.  of  the  previous  year,  the  bride  bearing  the  nauu' 
of  Helen  C.  Wolcott.  Not  long  after  the  death  of 
his  wife  Mr.  Buck  cimo  to  this  county,  locating 
near  Five  Mile  (J rove,  where  he  carried  on  agri- 
cultural pursuits  until  he  abandone<l  them  to  bc- 
conu'  :i  resident  of  Joliet. 
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Mr.  Buck  contracted  a  second  iiiiitriniuni;d  alli- 
ance Marcb  22,  1859,  taking  as  his  conii)anion  Miss 
Sarah  H.,  daugliter  of  .Tariah  E.  and  Elmira  Baker, 
natives  of  Rensselaer  Countv,  N.  Y.  The  Baker 
family  became  residents  of  this  county-  in  18.j6. 
i\Irs.  Buck  possesses  all  the  qualities  of  a  niDtherly 
woman  and  is  devoted  to  her  husband  ami  fam- 
ilj'.  .She  has  not.  however,  neglected  ueighljorly 
and  social  duties,  and  has  many  friends  throughout 
the  community. 

Of  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buck  we  record 
the  following:  Helen  C.  born  December  4,  1859, 
is  now  living  in  York  County.  Neb.,  and  is  the 
wife  of  .Tijhn  Cockle;  Josei)hine  S.,  born  May  18, 
l.sr,  1.  died  October  19,  1866;  Sophia  M.,  born  No- 
vember 28.  18G2,  died  October  o'.  1865;  Mrs. 
Laura  E.  Tenny.  whose  home  is  in  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
was  born  Augvist  2,  18G5;  George  A.,  .Ir.,  born 
June  22.  18G7.  died  June  30,  1870;  Werden,  born 
Eeliruary  9.  1809,  is  at  home  and  engaged  in  the 
grocery  tra.le;  Jennie  T..  born  March  18,  1871,  is 
bookkeeper  in  her  brother's  store;  Kate  F.  was  born 
November  19,  1872;  Panl  Revere,  born  November 
12.  1875.  died  March  22.  1877;  Fred  A.,  born  May 
7.  1877,  passed  away  I)eceml.)er  IG.  188",i;  Lucy 
Mason  was  born   February  19,  1882. 

_^^ ^-  ^b-^ ^ 


xVTRlCK  V.  SCl'LLY  is  accredited  one  of 
J'  the  solid  and  enterprising  citizens  of  Joliet_ 
and  owes  his  prosjierous  and  honorable  posi- 
tion entirely  to  his  own  industry  and  integ- 
rity. His  career  in  life  lias  been  a  somewhat 
remarkable  one  and  the  e.xamplc  he  has  set  of  per- 
severing pursuit  of  a  natural  bent,  is  one  worthy  of 
being  followed  bj'  others  who  have  a  decided  lu'c- 
dilection  for  a  certain  kind  of  work. 

Mr.  Scully  was  born  on  the  Emerald  Isle,  Febru- 
ary 15.  1845,  to  I^d  ward  and  Elizabeth  Scully.  The 
former  died  about  1  s70  and  the  latter  afterward 
ranie  to  Anifrica  and  is  still  living  in  Joliet,  happ}' 
in  the  possession  of  a  prosperous  and  dutifvd  son, 
not  the  least  of  whose  admirable  qualities  is  a  filial 
lieart.  Patrick  Scull}-  earl}'  in  life  evinced  marked 
inclination  toward  mechanics  and  at  the  remarkable 


age  of  eight  years  was  employed  in  light  work  in 
Sheffield.  England,  to  which  place  his  mother  had 
removed.  He  was  successively  promoted  in  that 
great  steel  center  until  he  was  recognized  as  one  of 
the  best  workmen  there. 

At  the  request  of  a  syndicate.  .Mr.  Scully  left 
England  and  started  into  successful  operation  the 
first  rolling-mill  in  Steeltown,  Pa.,  near  Harris- 
burgh.  He  remained  there  until  1871,  and  was 
then  eng.aged  for  a  brief  i)eriod  in  steel  works  at 
Troy.  N.  Y.,  tiience  coming  to  Chicago,  111.,  to  act 
in  the  capacity  of  instructor  in  the  Union  Mills. 
In  1873.  he  was  specially  requested  to  start  tlie 
rolling-mill  in  that  citj',  from  which  has  grown  the 
Illinois  Steel  Company',  one  of  the  leading  pLants 
of  its  kind  in  America,  and  since  that  date  he  has 
been  in  continuous  service  with  this  company. 

In  1882-"S3,  Mr.  Scully  sought  a  respite  from 
his  toil  in  atiip  abroad,  end  traveled  over  the 
European  continent,  re-visiting  ShefTield,  the  scene 
of  his  early  labors,  and  enjoying  a  banquet  with 
his  old  friends  und  associates  there. 

Soon  after  his  return  from  Europe,  in  June,  1883, 
Mr.  Scully  w.as  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Agnes 
D'Arc}'.  a  daughter  of  a  prominent  Will  County 
family.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scully  have  four  children, 
and  aie  justly  proud  of  the  quartet,  who  are  named 
respective!}':  Arthur.  Florentine,  Marguerita,  Tind 
George  T.  The  dwelling  occupied  by  Mr.  Scully 
on  the  West  Side  was  destroyed  bj' fire  in  1886, 
and  he  built  the  pleasant  residence  on  Collins 
Street,  in  which  the  family  now  dwell,  and  where 
the  tokens  of  the  presence  of  a  refined  womanhood 
are  manifest  to  all  who  enter. 


G 


r^AY  M.  BKUKSON.  Joliet  is  the  home  of 
many  young  men  of  fine  natur.al  abilities, 
^  thorough  education  and  business  energy, 
who  in  various  fields  of  industry  are  acquiring  fine 
reputations  and  building  up  successful  business  en- 
terin'ises.  Among  these  Dr.  Brunson  deserves 
mention,  as  he  combines  the  intelligence,  energy 
and  moral  character  which  merit  respect  and  win 
success.     He  is  eng.aged  in  the  practice  of  dentistry 
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and  has  no  reason  to  complain  of  his  worWly  suc- 
cess, as  he  has  built  up  a  fine  practice  in  the  slmrt 
time  since  he  opened  bis  office. 

The  suliject  of  this  sketch  is  the  yiiuuiiest  sou 
and  child  of  Cvnis  M.  and  Pleliiynnai  I.,  ((iny) 
liriinson.  the  other  meiuhers  of  tlie  family  circle 
being  Eugene  E.  Krinison,  :M.  1).,  uhn  is  pracliciny 
his  jirofession  at  ( ianges,  Allegan  Count)%  Mich., 
and  Dora.  E..  wife  of  Dell  D.  Smith,  of  Joliet.  The 
father  was  a  nati\e  of  Yates  County.  N.  Y..  and 
was  brought  to  the  I'rairie  State  in  l.s.'!;).  when  a 
boy  of  thirteen  years,  ( iiaudfather  Hrunson  locating 
about  eigiit  miles  north  of  .loliet,  on  the  Chicago 
road,  when  the  couutr\'  was  yet  a  wilderness. 

The  natal  day  of  i>ui-  subject  was  Feliruary  2'.). 
I  Silo,  and  he  was  born  in  this  countj',  receiving  his 
early  education  in  the  district  schools  which  he  at- 
tended until  ."l)oul  fourteen  j'ears  of  age.  lie  siient 
tlie  next  two  winters  in  attending  the  I.oekport 
High  School,  assisting  his  father  in  the  intervals  of 
sludy.  nud  next  spending  the  greater  |)art  of  two 
\  eiirs  at  the  Xortlnvestern  College  in  Xaperville,  Du 
j'age  ('(iiinly.  Still  unsatisfied  with  his  attainments 
hi'  I'Htcred  the  institution  at  Lombard,  and  three 
.\iars  later  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  '81, 
hiving  taken  the  Latin  Scientific  Course. 

We  nest  find  j'oung  Brunson  studying  medicine 
in  Bennett  Medical  College.  Chicago,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1886,  and  where  he  won  a  life- 
scholarship  b}'  having  the  highest  standing  in  the 
qualiPcations  required  for  that  gift.  Sabse(iucntly 
lie  was  offered  a  professorship  in  this  institution 
but  his  heart  was  set  on  dentistry,  and  after  a  short 
time  spent  in  the  practice  of  the  medical  profession 
lie  began  to  fit  himself  for  that  wdiieh  he  chose  to 
follow.  Going  to  rhiladelphia.  he  entered  the 
Dental  College,  and  after  his  graduation  located  at 
once  in  Joliet,  where  be  has  already-  become  well 
established  as  a  tiiorough  workman  and  holds  a 
high  place  as  a  gentleman  of  broad  cultuie  and 
most  worthy  character. 

Dr.  Brunson  belongs  to  various  societies,  chiefly 
college  fraternities,  among  them  being  the  Delta 
Tau  Delta  and  the  Erosophian  Literary  Society,  in 
both  of  which  .it  various  limes  he  occupied  each 
of  the  Chairs.  In  eliurch  work  he  is  an  active 
participant  and  during  tlie  three  years  in  which  he 


has  been  Superintendent  of  theUniversalist  Sunday- 
school,  he  has  avvakened  the  interest  and  buill  up 
the  school  to  one  of  goodly  numbers.  On  Novem- 
ber i'>.  l,ss;i.  Dr.  rirunsou  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Rose  riK:lier  Slopp.  of  I'lainfield,  who - 
presides  with  charming  grace  o\er  liis  co/.3'  home 
at  1'204  Western  .V venue. 


Ty/AMES  B.  KINt!  is  n  jn'ominent  citizen  of 
DuPage  Township,  wdiere  for  neaily  forty 
years  he  has  been  activoh-  engaged  in  ag- 
\^/'  ricultural  pursuits,  and  to  his  sturd_y  enter- 
prise is  it  greatly  indebted  for  its  present  substan- 
tial pi-osperity.  He  was  born  September  17,  1820, 
aniiil  the  pleasant  scenes  of  the  i)retty  New  V.n- 
glaiid  town  of  Benson,  Rutland  County,  Vt.  He 
came  of  sterling  New  England  stock,  bis  ancestors 
having  come  from  old  England  to  that  part  of  the 
country  in  early  Colonial  times.  His  parents,  Eli 
and  Eliza  (Johnson)  King,  were  natives  of  New 
Englanil,  and  his  paternal  grandfather,  Eli  King, 
bene  an  honorable  part  in  the  Revolution  that  set 
the  Colonies  free  from  the  mother  counUy,  serving 
through  the  entire  war,  and  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject was  also  a  patriotic  soldier  in  that  contest. 

Our  subject  was  the  oldest  son  of  a  family  of  five 
cliildren,  and  w.as  reared  to  man's  estate  on  a  farm 
anumg  his  native  hills.  He  received  his  early  ed- 
ucation in  the  distiict  schools,  and  by  careful  read- 
ing has  added  to  it,  and  to-daj'  is  an  exceedinglj- 
wi:ll-informed  man.  He  began  his  career  in  the 
calling  to  which  he  had  been  bred  on  his  native 
soil.  In  1854  he  embraced  the  fine  opportunity 
offi'red  him  to  locate  on  the  farm  where  he  is  now 
living  to  better  his  fortunes.  Here  he  and  his 
wife  have  a  well-appointed  farm,  supplied  with  a 
sid)Stantial  set  of  commodious  buildings,  with 
farming  machinery  of  the  most  approved  manu- 
facture, and  the  whole  place  bears  an  air  of  neat- 
ness and  thrift  that  make  it  attractive,  and  show 
that  it  is  under  the  management  of  a  master  hand 
and  mind. 

Mr.  King  was  married  (Jctober  28.  1M40,  in  his 
native  State,  to   Diana   Branch,  who  bore  him  two 
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daughters:  Eliza,  wife  of  E.  A.  Bartoo,  of  Inrliana; 
aiiti  Affa,  wife  of  (ieoigc  Dunlap.  of  Plainfield, 
111.  ;\Ir.  King  marrieil  for  his  secoml  wife  Laura 
Branch.  They  had  no  eliildreii.  Our  subject  was 
married  a  third  time,  November  3,  18."»0,  taking 
for  his  wife  ]Miss  Mary  A.  Alden. 

Mrs.  King  is  a  native  of  this  county,  liorn  .June 
24,  1839.  a  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Mary  Alden, 
who  were  of  good  old  New  England  stock,  and 
were  natives  of  Massachusetts,  and  she  is  a  descen- 
dant of  the  famous  John  Alden.  the  scholar  of  the 
•■^Maylliiwer,"'  who  was  a  successful  rival  of  Miles 
St.andish  in  Ins  courtshii).  Mrs.  King's  father  was 
a  prominent  |)ioneer  of  this  county,  coming  here 
in  the  fall  of  1832.  Mrs.  King's  mother  did  not 
c<.ime  until  the  spring  of  1S3.J.  Mr.  Alden  squat- 
ted on  the  land  before  it  was  in  the  market  and 
wht'n  the  land  sale  occurred  he  secured  a  iiatent 
frciui  the  Government,  which  pirchnient  is  still 
owned  1)}'  Mrs.  King  and  was  signed  113'  President 
Tyler.  Her  parents  were  among  the  earliest  set- 
tlers of  DuPage  'I'ownship,  and  at  the  time  he  came 
liere  the  country  was  in  a  very  wild  condition. 
Indians  were  still  living  here  and  a  portion  of  the 
farm,  on  which  Mr.  King  now  resides,  was  cov- 
ered with  Indian  mounds  or  graves,  and  it  is  sup- 
jiosed  to  have  been  an  old  Indian  battle  ground. 
They  had  to  endure  many  of  the  hardships  of  pio- 
neer life  and  to  live  without  the  enjoyment  of 
many  things  they  had  thought  to  be  necessaries 
in  tlieir  old  home,  but  by  years  of  toil  and  strug- 
gle, they  succeeded  in  accumulating  a  comfort- 
al)Ie  property  and  at  the  time  of  liis  death,  Mr. 
Alden  left  an  estate  of  three  liu mired  and  eight- 
een acres.  lioth  he  and  his  wife  died  of  con- 
sunii)tion,  his  ileath  occurring  October  17,  1S.50, 
and  the  mother  dying  Februarj'  28,  18.57.  They 
were  the  parents  of  six  children,  two  of  whom 
are  now  living.  j\Irs.  King,  and  Martha,  wife  of 
().  S.  Smith,  of  Cheboygan  Count}',  Mich.  Their 
other  children  were  Franklin,  .Tudson,  Ilattie  and 
Angelia.  Mrs.  King's  father  was  a  sincere  Chris- 
tian and  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  In  his 
death  the  county  lost  one  of  its  most  enterprising 
l)ioneers,  who  was  doing  his  full  share  to  promote 
its  growth.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  King's  wedded  life  has 
been  blessed  to    them    bv    the    birth   of    one  son. 


Charles.  They  have  also  an  adopted  daughter, 
Ilattie,  whom,  in  the  kindness  of  their  hearts,  they 
have  taken  to  their  home  and  are  giving  her  every 
advantage  as  if  she  were  of  their  own  flesh  and 
blood. 

^Ir.  King  came  here  in  pioneer  days,  and  it  may 
be  his  pride  that  he  h.as  had  a  hand  in  shaping 
the  ijrosperity  of  the  county.  He  is  a  s.agacious 
far-seeing  man,  of  excellent  business  capacity,  is 
friendly  and  oliliging  in  his  relations  with  his 
neighbors,  and  is  in  every  way  a  man  of  irre- 
proachabli'  character.  His  fellow  citizens,  fully 
cognizant  of  his  worth,  have  called  him  to  office 
at  various  times,  and  he  has  served  as  Supervisor 
of  DuPage  Townshii)  two  terms,  and  has  been 
district  School  Director  for  a  number  of  3'ears, 
and  as  a  jjublic  ollicial  shows  himself  to  be  lionest 
and  progressive.  In  his  political  attiliatious  he  is 
a  Republican.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Congregational  Church  at  Naperville.  and  are 
identified  with  its  every  good  work.  They  are 
peo|)le  of  high  social  standing,  and  their  home  is 
the  center  of  that  true  hospitality  where  host  and 
hostess  vie  vvitli  each  other  in  entertaining  and 
making  comfortable  all  who  cross  its  threshliold, 
be  they  friends  or  strangers. 


WILLIAM  GLOVER  is  a  fine  type  of  the  na- 
tive-born citizens  of  this  State,  who  have 
,j  ^  since  attaining  manhood  stepped  forward 
to  aid  in  carrying  on  the  work  so  well  begun  by 
their  fathers,  in  developing  and  sustaining  the 
great  agricultural  interests  in  this  part  of  the 
country.  He  is  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-rais- 
ing on  the  very  farm  that  bis  father  evolved  from 
the  wild  prairies  in  the  early  settlement  of  this 
region. 

Our  subject  was  born  here  ISI.ay  3,  1846.  ami  is 
a  son  of  John  ami  Harriet  (Robe}')  Glover,  na- 
tives of  England.  His  father,  now  a  resident  of 
Naperville,  was  formerly  a  well-known  pioneer  of 
this  township.  He  emigrated  from  his  native  land 
in  early  manhood  and  coming  to  Illinois  identified 
himself  with  the   early  settlers  of  DuPage  County. 
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He  rented  a  farm  there  for  two  years  ami  tlien 
coming  to  this  county-,  settled  in  what  is  now  Dii- 
Patje  Township,  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  our 
subject.  It  was  then  in  a  wild  uncultivated  con- 
dition, with  the  exception  of  four  acres  that  wore 
broken.  He  toiled  busii}-  early  and  late  in  culti- 
vating and  improving  the  place  and  made  of  it  a 
choice  farm.  He  was  a  man  fairlj'-wdl  educated 
and  during  iiis  residence  here  was  looked  upon  wiih 
respect,  and  was  often  solicited  to  take  otiicc.  but 
never  cared  to  do  so,  although  he  favored  nil  the 
schemes  for  public  improvements.  He  is  a  sturdy 
Democrat  in  his  political  faith.  He  is  in  his  six- 
ty-eighth year,  and  still  retains  his  mental  and  pli\-- 
sical  faculties  in  a  marked  degree.  His  wife  did 
not  come  from  England  until  after  he  came.  Ug- 
lier death  in  1887  he  sustained  a  great  loss.  .She 
was  a  truly  good  woman  and  a  consistent  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Cliurcli.  She  b(ire  him  five 
cliildren,  as  follows:  William:  Sarah,  a  resident  of 
N.'i[)erville ;  llar3'.  wife  of  .Tolin  .Man- of  |)ul'age 
Township;  lames,  living  in  .^Hss()uri.  and  Ad;i, 
wife  of  Julius  Highland. 

William  Glover,  of  whom  tliis  biograpliicid 
sketch  is  written,  was  about  two  years  old  when 
ills  parents  l<rought  him  to  this  county,  a'lil  here  he 
was  reared  under  the  intlnences  of  pioneer  life  and 
has  been  an  e3e  witness  of  the  greater  |)arl  of  the 
growth  (:)f  the  county- from  its  primitive  condition. 
He  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of 
this  township,  which  at  that  early  day  did  not  otfcr 
the  children  of  the  |)ioneers  the  fine  educational  priv- 
Icges  that  the  children  of  the  present  generation 
enjoy.  He  wa.s  a  diligent  scholar,  however,  and 
gained  all  the  knowledge  possible  in  schijol.  :iiid 
since,  b)'  reading  and  observation  has  ridded  to  il 
so  that  lie  is  now  a  well-informed  man.  He  de- 
votes himself  to  the  management  of  his  land  which 
comprises  one  hundred  and  forty-three  ;uiil  fortv- 
four  onc-hundredths  acres  of  land,  mostly  under 
cultivation  and  supplied  with  comfortable  luiild- 
ings. -ind  every  needed  improvement. 

Mr.  Glover  is  a  man  of  upright  habits  :nid 
sound  principles,  an(l  is  sagacious,  careful  an<l 
thrifty  in  tlie  management  of  his  affairs.  He  has 
thus  placed  himself  amongst  the  solid  men  of  the 
township,  and  his  traits  of  character  are  such  as  to 


command  the  respect  and  regard  of  his  fellow  cit- 
izens. In  his  political  views  he  is  a  firm  believer 
in  the  i">lic\-  promulgated  by  the  Democratic  party 
and  is  a  fiuthful  supporter  of  its  principles.  All 
things  that  will  in  ;iny  way  iui|irove  township  or 
county  meet  with  his  cordial  favor.  He  has 
served  acceptably  as  School  Director  in  District 
N'>.  3  for  two  years.  Mr.  Glover  was  n:arried 
M;ircli  '.1.  I.s.^.5.  to  Mrs.  Matilda  Butstround,  whose 
maiib  II  n;inie  was  liurgess,  a  native  of  England. 
P>y  her  union  with  Mr.  Glover  she  is  the  mother 
of  one  son  named  .lolin.  By  her  first  marii.-ige  she 
has  one  daughter  and  one  son.  Elizabeth  and  Al- 
bert. 


y 


II. I. IA.\I  CAMPBELL  STA(;E.  This  gen- 
tleman was  born  in  Morris.  Grundv 
'^^  Cuuiity.  111.,  Decemlier  II.  l.S,-,,s.  but  be- 
(■:inie  a  dweller  in  .loliet,  in  boyhooil.  His  father, 
William  Stage,  was  l)Orn  in  Indiana,  December  III. 
is.il.  and  his  mother,  Ruth  Ann  Smart,  in  Day- 
ton, Ohio.  The  latter  was  descended  from  old 
KnickerlKKker  stock.  In  IS.JG,  Mr.  Stage  en- 
gaged in  the  business  of  contracting  and  Iniilding 
in  Moi-ri^,  and  during  the  decade  following  con- 
structed nianv  uf  the  most  noted  buildings  of  that 
city.  Among  them  are  the  Streeter  P>Iock,  the 
high-school  building  and  the  engine  houses.  He 
was  also  engaged  in  farming  at  the  same  time,  his 
farm  being  five  miles  north  of  the  city. 

When  .loliet  was  iiaving  a  boom,  Mr.  Stage  saw 
;i  eiiance  to  exercise  his  power  and  he  therefore 
in  1SG8.  commenced  to  operate  here  but  still  made 
his  home  in  Morris  until  18S2.  He  was  immediatel}' 
engaged  to  superintend  the  building  of  the  Steel 
Works.  .Vfter  the  great  fire  in  Chicago  he  put  uii 
sonie  of  the  well-kniown  buildings  of  that  cit}-,  one 
of  which  is  the  I'atchelor  it  Whiting  Block,  cor- 
ner of  Randolph  and  Clark.  The  parental  famil}- 
consisted  of  the  following  children:  Will  C.  Hat- 
tie,  -Viexander,  fJeorge  II..  Charles  P>..  Clara.  May 
and  .Maggie.  Ilatlie.  .Mexander  and  Maggie  are 
now  deceased. 

After  the  death  of  hi^  father.  William  Campliell 
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Stage  continued  the  contraelini>  business  a.t  whieh 
he  was  very  successful.  In  l.ss.j.  he  embarked  in 
tlie  niauufaeture  of  wire,  but  the  liusiness  not 
liniviiig-  pi-olitable,  he  returned  to  contraeting  and 
building  in  stone  and  masonry,  whieli  suited  llie 
natural  bent  of  his  life.  In  a  brief  lime  lie  has 
shown  tliat  lie  is  a  ti'ue  son  of  his  father.  He  lias 
recently  purchased  an  extensive  ([uarry  two  and 
one-half  miles  west  of  Joliet.  which  contains  stone 
cif  unsurpassed  quality. 

.Mr.  Stage  was  edm/ated  first  in  tiie  schools  of 
Morris,  afterwards  taking  a  ci.iurse  in  theComnier- 
eial  College,  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  is  therefore 
well\ersed  in  practical  knowledge.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  Lodge  Xo.  !•.>.  of  Joliel,  and 
is  a  most  devoted  IJepuldican.  In  religious  faith 
he  is  a  ^MetliCidist.  lie  is  uni\ersally  esteemed 
and  looked  ui)on  as  a  rising  man,  his  energy  in  bus 
iness  giving  promise  of  n  high  degree  of  worldly 
success  and  his  traits  of  character  making  him  one 
of  the  most  [lopular  inenilicrs  of  societ)'.  H'e  has 
an  extvemel}' cozy  home,  ain(.)ng  its  many  improve- 
ments being  an  artesian  well,  three  hundred  and 
forty-six  feet  dee|). 

Tlie  pleasant  dwelling  is  ()resiile(l  over  liy  a 
capalilc  and  lovealde  woman  who  became  the  wife 
of  onr  subject  .January  11.  18.s(l.  She  bore  the 
maiden  name  eif  Julia  l.uclla  .McCowau,  and  be- 
longs to  a  family  which  is  classed  among  the  (lio- 
necrs  of  Will  County.  The  happy  marriage  has 
been  blest  by  the  birth  of  four  children:  .Xettie 
Emma,  born  in  isso;  Alfi-cd  Camplicll  in  iss;!; 
AlmaKlhel.in  issfj;  ami  .Icsse  \V.  in  l.s.S',).  They 
form  a  bright  group  in  whose  gr».)wing  intelligence 
the  parents  take  gical  delight  and  the  older  son  al- 
ready evinces  musical   talent  of  a  high  order. 


-*• — •  ■■■#-v-*- 


_^7DA:\I  DRCMM.  coming  to  Plainfield 
®5/yi|  Township  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  r.nrt 
*  placing  himself  among  its  sturdy-,  practical 
and  wide-awake  farmers,  has  managed  its 
agricultural  interests  with  such  success  that  he  ac- 
quired a  handsome  competence  and  was  enabled  to 


retire  from  active  business  when  scarcely  past  the 
meridian  of  life.  He  is  of  foreign  birth,  born  In 
Germany,  near  the  River  Rhine.  June  5,  18;U. 
His  father,  Adam  IJrumtu,  was  from  the  same 
[ilace,  and  his  grandfather,  also  bearing  that  name, 
was  born  in  the  same  Province.  He  was  a  miller 
by  trade,  and  spent  his  entire  life  there.  The 
father  of  our  subject  learned  the  trade  in  his 
father's  mill,  but  after  marriage  he  turned  his 
attention  to  farming,  and  always  followed  that 
occupation,  spending  his  entire  life  in  the  land  of 
his  nativity-.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was 
Sarah  IJaum.  a  native  and  life-long  resident  of  the 
same  place  ,is  himself.  Tuey  had  four  children,  of 
whom  our  subject  was  the  onl_v  son,  and  the  only 
member  of  the  familv  who  ever  came  to  Ameiica. 

Jlr.  Drumm  received  a  solid  education  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  land,  which  he  attended 
steadily  until  he  was  fourteen  jears  of  age.  He 
then  assislcil  his  father  on  the  farm,  and  remained 
an  inmate  of  the  parental  household  until  he  was 
nineteen  3'ears  old.  At  that  age  he  started  out  in 
the  worlil  t(_)  make  his  own  living,  and  ambitious 
to  see  what  life  held  for  him  in  America,  he  turned 
his  face  toward  this  country,  and  setting  sail  from 
Havre  the  l.jth  of  June,  18."i3.  on  the  good  ship 
••Isabella,"  landed  at  New  York,  after  a  long  voy- 
age of  tifly-three  days.  He  went  directly  to  Ohio, 
and  when  he  arrived  at  his  destination  found  that 
he  had  but  ^3  in  his  |>ocket,  and  as  he  was  an 
entire  stranger  and  had  no  knowledge  of  the  Eng- 
lish language,  his  pros|)ects  were  discouraging. 
Not'.n'ng  daunted,  he  sought  employment,  and 
soon  engaged  to  labor  on  a  farm  at  *UI  a  month, 
and  was  thus  employed  foi-  two  years.  In  IS.j.")  he 
look  an  important  step  in  life,  as  in  that  year  he 
came  Iv  this  county,  to  take  up  his  residence  in 
this  region.  With  wise  economy  while  working 
on  a  farm  here  he  saved  Ins  earnings,  and  finally 
was  enabled  to  become  more  inde|)endent  by  rent- 
ing land.  Ho  did  so  well  in  its  management  that 
in  1865  he  had  enough  to  bu3'  land  and  make  a 
purchase  of  forty  acres  on  section  17.  Three  years 
later  he  sold  that  and  bought  one  hundred  and 
sixt}'  acres  of  land  on  section  .'>-2.  This  was  wild 
prairie  land,tlu>ngh  it  was  fenced  and  a  few  acres 
were  broken.     Mr.  I^rnmm  completed  a  house  that 
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was  partiall}'  built,  and  later  erected  a  substantial 
barn,  corn-cribs  and  otjier  needed  buildings,  and 
was  assiduously  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  until 
1885,  when  he  rented  the  I'aiin.  and  fuuiing  to 
Plainfield,  has  since  lived  retired  in  one  of  its  at- 
tractive homes. 

In  1857  Mr.  Drumin  was  united  in  niaiii.-igo 
with  Miss  Esther  Arter,  a  native  of  Cumberland 
County,  Pa.  Her  father,  John  Arter.  was  a  n:itive 
of  the  same  State,  while  his  father.  I'liili|i  Aiier.  is 
tiiought  to  have  been  born  in  Germany,  Uunigh 
he  spent  the  last  years  of  his  life  in  C'umliorlaml 
County".  Mrs.  Drunim's  father  was  reared  and 
married  in  the  Keystone  State,  and  subse(juently 
moved  from  there  to  Stark  County,  Ohio,  in 
1854  he  left  that  State,  and  coming  to  this  county, 
lie  bought  a  farm  in  Plainfield  Township,  on  which 
he  lived  some  3'ears,  and  then  came  to  the  village 
wliere  he  has  since  lived  retired.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  wife  w.as  Ellen  Kiog,  and  she  was  born 
in  England,  and  died  on  the  farm  in  riainfield 
Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Drumm  ha\e  had  four 
children,  as  follows:  William  II.;  Sarali.  wife-  of 
Edward  Huffman;  Jessie  N.  and  George  E.  I  he 
great  grief  in  an  otherwise  ha|ipy  wedded  life  has 
been  in  the  death  of  their  daughter  Jessie,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years. 

Mr.  Drumm  has  a  keen,  resolute  nature,  and  by 
promi)t.  systematic  methods  and  oihei'  excellent 
business  habits,  has  acquired  a  valuable  property, 
and  is  one  of  the  moneyed  men  of  the  place.  He  is  a 
man  of  earnest  religious  feeling,  and  in  him  and 
his  worthy  wife,  the  Methodist  Episco|)al  Church 
has  two  of  its  most  active  members. 

AVID  G.  WHITSON.  .Maidiattan  Town- 
))]  shii)  contains  many  rural  homos,  where 
comfort  abounds  and  man^'of  Ihe  luxuru's 
of  life  may  be  found,  among  them  that  of 
David  G.  Whitson  on  section  18.  The  owni;r  is 
an  early  settler  of  Will  County,  which  has  liccu 
his  home  since  he  was  twelve  years  old.  and  nmrh 
information  can  be  obtained  from  him  regarding 
the  growth  of  this  section,  and   indeeil  of  the   en- 


tire State,  as  he  is  well  informed  and  [xissesses  the 
happy  faculty  of  conversing  well.  Ills  nature  is  a 
genial  anil  energetic  one,  the  latter  (piality  being 
well  proven  by  his  financial  success  and  equally 
well  by  the  services  which  he  rendered  his  country 
during  the  late  war. 

Mr.  Whitson  is  the  fourth  in  a  family  vf  nine 
children,  whose  parents  are  mentioned  at  length  in 
the  biography  of  his  brother,  John  H.  Whitson, 
f(jund  elsewhere  in  this  Ai.uu.m.  He  was  born 
April  7,  1841,  in  Lawrence  County,  where  the 
first  twelve  years  of  his  life  were  chiefiy  spent. 
His  surroundings  were  such  as  were  common  to 
most  farmers'  sons,  and  even  in  his  boyhood  he 
was  given  his  share  in  the  duties  of  the  home, 
acquii'ing  skill  in  various  lighter  labors  of  the 
farm.  His  school  piivileges  were  somewhat  lim- 
ited, as  the  s3stcm  then  in  vogue  was  that  of  sub- 
scription schools  which  were  open  but  a  portion 
of  the  year.  The  tenii)le  of  leaining  was  an  old 
fashioned  log  building,  with  a  large,  open  fire- 
place, puncheon  floor,  slab  Itenches  and  small 
windows.  One  of  his  'jarly  recollections  is  of  a  trip 
to  Iowa,  which  was  made  with  teams,' tlie  Missis- 
sippi River  being  crossed  at  Burlington;  this  oi- 
curred  when  he  was  ten  years  old. 

The  famil}-  sojourned  in  luna  aliout  a  year 
and  then  returned  to  their  former  home  where, 
not  long  after,  our  subject  and  his  brother  ^\'ill- 
iam  were  left  in  charge  of  some  forly  head  of 
cattle,  while  tlie  father  came  with  the  rest  of  the 
famdy  to  Will  County.  Two  months  after  their 
removal  the  l.irothers  drove  the  cattle  to  the  new 
home,  our  subject  taking  a  man's  place  upon  the 
farm.  During  the  winter  he  attended  school,  ad- 
ding to  his  store  of  knowledge,  and  at  other 
times  becoming  more  and  more  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  .agricultural  life. 

When  he  had  reached  man's  estate  Mr.  Whitson 
began  life  for  himself  upon  rented  laud,  in  Kan- 
kixkee  County,  near  Kockville.  lie  began  his  la- 
bors there  in  the  spring  of  1862,  but  in  August, 
not  being  able  longer  to  continue  peaceful  pur- 
suits while  his  country's  needs  cried  to  him  for 
the  strength  of  his  right  arm.  he  left  valuable  ma- 
chines standing  in  the  field  and  dropping  everything 
entered  the  army.   He  was  enrolled  in    Companj-  I, 
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Seventy  sixth  Illinois  Infantiy,  mustered  in  at 
Knnkakee  Cit}'  and  sent  South,  two  months  later 
iH'coming  a  C'urpoial.  From  Cairo  the  troops 
went  to  Colnmlius,  Ky.,  where  for  a  short  time 
they  were  in  camp  :ind  whither  they  took  tlieir 
way  to  Bolivar,  via  Ilolley  .Springs,  engaged  in 
skirmishing  daily.  They  were  next  seirt  to  Mem- 
phis and  on  tlie  way  tliitlipr  were  engaged  in 
skirmishes,  several  of  wiiieli  amounted  reall\-  to 
battles.  (Jur  subject  was  at  tliis  time  acting  as 
Sergeant  over  Ibirty-si.x;  men,  doing  prcivost  ami 
[latrnl  work  under  (ien.  Hall,  t'ommander  of  the 
.Second  Ihigade,  Fourth  Division,  Seventeenth 
Army  Corp«. 

At  Mempljis  tlie  troops  took  boats  for  Vicks- 
burg.  laniling  at  Young's  Puiut,  around  which 
tlics  Mjarelied  to  bear  their  i)ai  t  in  the  faiiidus 
siege.  .Mr.  \Vliitson  had  the  gootl  fortune  to  see 
(ien.  Grant  receive  tlie  sword  of  <ien.  Pembert<jn 
when  the  latter  surrendereil.  The  next  heavy  en- 
gagement in  wliicli  he  took  part  was  the  battle  of 
.lackson,  following  wliich  was  that  of  Clinton,  a 
return  to  \'icksburg  and  the  Yazoo  expedition_ 
The  Red  River  expedilinu  soon  bilhiwed  and  then 
the  removal  to  New  Orleans,  where  they  c-amped 
at  Sedgwick  Hospital.  Oidy  those  who  are  famil- 
iar with  army  life  can  fully  realize  the  danger  and 
toil  which  tilled  the  intervals  between  the  battles 
and  expeditions  mentioned,  and  know  all  that  tlie 
boys  in  Ijlue  endured  on  tented  field,  in  weary 
marches  and  in  the  heat  of  battle. 

Breaking  e;imp.  the  trooiis  of  which  our  subject 
formed  an  integral  part,  endiarked  on  the  "Pea- 
boily"  witli  (ien.  Hall.  'J'lic  lioat  was  disabled  on 
account  of  the  rudder  chain  l)eiiig  broken  by  the 
force  of  the  lireakers,  and  it  liecame  necessar}'  to 
throw  three  Inuulred  and  lifty  mules,  twenty-five 
horses,  all  the  pro\isions  and  many  other  stores 
overlioard,  in  order  that  the  lioat  might  be  able  to 
reach  New  C)rleans,  to  which  they  were  obliged  to 
I'elurn.  'I'hey  then  took  the  L(die  Pontchartrain 
train  to  L'ensacola,  where  they  were  in  camp  four 
weeks,  marching  thence  to  Spanish  Fort  which  they 
captured,  thence  proceeding  to  besiege  Ft.  Blakely. 
Here  iMr.  Whitson  received  a  serious  wound  which 
necessitated  his  being  sent  to  the  hospital  anil  re- 
maining there  three  mouths.     After  he  had  gotten 


inside  of  the  rifle  pits  a  shell  struck  the  back  of  his 

right  shoulder,  taking  off  the  flesh  and  injuring  the 
shoulder  blade.  At  Clinton  he  had  received  a 
slight  scratch  from  a  musket  ball,  which  passed  be- 
tween his  tirst  and  second  fingers.  At  Sedgwick 
Hospital,  Se[)tember  R,  1865,  he  was  mustered  out 
of  the  service  and  honorably  discharged  after  a 
valiant  ai'my  life  of  over  three  years. 

Returning  to  his  liomt'  Mr.  WliitS(jn  again  en- 
gaged in  farming,  tbc  following  year  traveling 
througli  Iowa,  Kansas  .and  Nebraska  with  teams. 
Returning  again  to  tlie  [larental  home  he  farmed 
his  father's  |)lace  until  iJiGb,  when  he  purchased 
eigiity  acres  of  law  land,  at  •"JSS  per  acre,  and  loca- 
ted uiion  it.  He  placed  it  under  thorough  cidtiva- 
tion  and  excellent  improvcnent,  and  it  now  forms 
a  [lart  of  his  line  estate.  In  187G  he  paid  810  per 
acre  for  the  ciglity  belonging  to  his  brother  John, 
and  i)ultiug  up  a  lionse  removed  to  that  part  of 
his  land.  The  entire  quarter  section  is  tillable,  is 
divided  by  good  fences  into  fields  of  convenient 
size,  is  lieautilicd  .and  made  more  valuable  by  a 
i  good  orchard  and  all  the  buildings  necessaiy  for 
the  proper  housing  of  crops  and  stock  ami  tlie 
convenience  of  the  dwellei's  u|)on  it,  A  modern 
barn,  4Cx4G  feet,  was  bnili  in  1889.  Good  grades 
I  of  Clydesdale  horses  and  Poland-China  swine  are 
I  ke|)t.  and  in  addition  to  those  raised  upon  the 
I  [)iace  Mr.  AVhilsou  feeds  at  least  a  car  load  of 
swine  per  year. 

The  lady  who  for  a  number  of  years  ably  pre- 
sided over  the  home  of  Mr.  Whitsoii,  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  .Mary  Ftter,  and  became  his  wife 
ill  Joliet,  February  21,  18Glt.  She  was  a  nati\-e  of 
the  Buckeye  State  and  mcml.ier  of  a  family  of 
whicii  further  inention  is  made  in  the  sketch  of 
John  II.  Whitson,  occupying  another  [lago  in  this 
Aliu'm.  She  was  removed  from  the  scenes  of  time 
in  Aiiril,  1S83.  leaving  behind  her  a  sorrowing 
household  and  friends  whose  name  is  legion.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  AVliitson  eiglit  children  were  born, 
named  resiiectivcly,  E.  Charles,  Elizalieth,  Laura, 
Louis,  Mary,  Edith,  Arthur  ;ind  William, 

Mr.  Whitson  has  been  an  elticient  laborer  in  the 
cause  of  education,  and  has  lieen  called  upon  to  serve 
as  School  Director  during  nearly  all  of  his  mature 
years,     He  still   ociaipies  that   position.      He  is  a 
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(levotoil  adherent  of  the  princi[ilcs  of  Repulilieuii- 
isiii,  has  served  his  ])aity  as  a  delegate  to  county 
conventions  and  been  appointed  to  represent  the 
interests  of  tliis  section  in  a  State  convention,  al- 
tliuu<:-li  lie  did  not  attend  tiiis  nu-eliiiu.  lie  I  :is 
sat  iii)on  both  grand  and  petit  juries.  He  sup- 
ports and  attends  tlie  Meliiodisl  Py|iiscopal  Church. 


SEN.IAMIN  SIIAFFNliR.  A  career  of  plod- 
ding industry  followed  through  many  years 
has  placed  Mr.  Shaffncr  in  a  position  of 
_  independence  financially,  and  he  is  non- 
living lelired  from  active  business  amid  the  com- 
forts of  a  ijleasant  home  in  the  city  of  .bjliet.  lie 
was  born  in  Cumberland  County.  Pa..  Novcmbi  r 
19,  1825,  and  is  a  son  of  .lohn  Shaffner,  also  a  na- 
tive of  the  Keystone  State.  The  mother  bore  tln' 
maiden  name  of  Susanna  liowers.  and  after  mar- 
riage the  pari'Uts  settled  (^n  a  farm  in  their  nati\c 
State. 

.Sojourning  in  Pennsylvania  until  IS-Jfl,  the  p.-i  ■ 
rents  of  our  subject  then  timk  up  their  line  of 
niarrh  for  ()hio.  locMtiug  in  vvli.al  was  tlicn  ^\:\vk 
liut  now  Suunuit  County,  uiieii'they  Mijuurncil  for 
a  pel  iod  of  twenty  years,  'i'heiice  they  rcuiciveil  lo 
New  lA'nno\  riiwii-ihip.  Will  County,  where  llie 
father  constructed  another  home  and  lliiTe  s|icul 
the  closing  3'ears  of  his  life,  dying  at  the  ad  \. ■meed 
.-li^e  of  eiulitx  -one.  The  niolher  suivivei]  her  hiis- 
liaiid  li\e  yi'ai's. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  seven  children. 
>[r.  ShatTner  remained  a  nieiniier  of  liis  father's 
household  until  twent3'-one  -\-ears  old  and  then 
took  uulo  himself  a  wife  and  helpmate,  being  wed- 
ded .lanuary  20.  \f<'>2.  to  Miss  Caroline  l,arkin. 
This  lady  was  biuii  in  (  ranbrook,  Kent,  England, 
M.ay  18,  1832,  and  came  to  America  with  her  [la- 
rents,  Jesse  and  Sophia  Larkin.  when  about  seven- 
teen years  old.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shaffner  after  their 
marriage,  settled  on  a  farm  in  .lackson  Townshi|i, 
where  tlie^'  sojourned  until  18G2.  Removing  then 
to  .loliel  Mr.  .Shaffner  engaged  in  carriage  and 
wagon-making  and  also  in  carpentering.  Lal<'r  he 
embarked  in  the  grocery  and  coal  trade    and  gave 


his  attention  to  the  coal  business  for  fourteen  years, 
abandoning  the  grocery  department  soon  after  en- 
gaging in  it.  1ti  the  meantime  he  had  associated 
with  him  his  sou  and  they  operated  together  five 
years  under  the  linn  naiiu-  of  B.  .Shaft'ner  Ar  .Son. 
Mr.  ShalTner  retired  from  the  coal  trade  in  Ma^', 
I.s,s4. 

liy  a  course  of  uprightness  and  honesty,  together 
with  courteous  treatment  of  his  customers,  Mr. 
Shaft'ner  built  up  an  extensive  |)atronage  and  .ac- 
cumulated a  competence,  lie  has  a  fine  home  at  the 
intersection  of  Mound  and  Sherman  Streets,  and 
also  owns  a  share  in  the  Shaft'ner  Block,  on  ^\'ash- 
ingtou  Street,  also  a  half  interest  in  the  coal  busi- 
ness of  K.  L.  Shaft'ner.  his  son,  who  is  represented 
elsewliere  in  this  work.  The  coal-yard  is  amplj- 
eiiuip|ied  with  sheds,  a  large  ice-house  and  a  good 
sized  ollice.  and  lies  between  the  Chicago  &  Alton 
and  the  Santa  l-'e  Railroad  tracks,  on  Washington 
Street. 

.Mr.  Shairuer,  politically,  votes  witli  the  Uepuh- 
lican  party.  Besides  the  two  children  liorii  to  him 
and  his  estimable  wife, they  have  au  adoptcM]  daugh- 
ter. Miss  Carrie,  a  niaiilen  of  Iwent}'  years.  l-;[ih 
L.  is  one  of  the  piciiuisiiig  business  men  of  the  cit^- 
of  .loliet;  Kldou  P..  a  iimulder  liy  tr.ade.  has  liehl 
III.'  same  position  with  the  Kolling  iMill  for  the 
hmg  pei'iod  of  lifleeu  years — -which  is  a  suflicient 
iiulicatiou  of  his  worth  and  ability. 

.Icssc  Larkin.  the  father  of  iSIrs.  .Shaft'ner,  only 
li\iM|  three  months  after  coming  to  .loliet,  surviv- 
ing his  wife  onl}'  three  days,  and  they  left  a  family 
of  seven  children  among  strangers  in  a  strange  land. 
A  short  time  pi'ior  to  this  they  had  emigrated  to 
Amciiea  from    Cranluuok.  Kent  County,  England. 

The  reader  will  recognize  in  the  portrait  of  Mr. 
ShalTui'i-.  which  appears  on  another  page,  one  of 
the  most  prominent  and  iiiHueiilial  citizens  of 
.loliet. 


1^  ARPKR  BOVKK.  of  Wilmington  Township, 
Ijjj  came  to   this  section  of  countr}'   about  the 

jW^  year  1870,  and  in  due  time  purchased 
i^)     one  hundred    and  si.Kty   acres  of    land  on 

section   14,  Wilmington  Township,  where  he   has 


416 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


since  given  Lis  attention  to  the  various  pursuits  of 
farm  life.  IIis  laii'l  is  mostly  prairie,  easily  tilled 
:inil  hiiilily  iiriHliictive.  and  there  is  an  air  of  com- 
fort about  the  premises  which  gives  indication  of 
the  oversi.yht  of  a  man  enterprising  and  industi'i- 
ou.s — one  wiio  lias  surrounded  himself  and  his  fam- 
ily with  all  of  the  comforts  of  life,  and  who  has 
accumulated  a  sufliciency  of  this  world's  goods  to 
insure  him  against  want  in  his  old  age. 

A  native  of  Wyoming  Couuty,N.Y.,the  subject  of 
this  notice  was  born  June  25,  1825,  and  is  a  son  of 
Harper  and  Lydia  (Nichols)  Bovee,  who  were  na- 
tives of  New  England  and  the  father  a  farmer  by 
occupation.  The  latter  emigrated  to  New  York 
State  early  in  life,  where  he  spent  many  years  as 
a  resident  of  Wyoming  County,  coming  West  about 
1850.  He  died  of  cliolera  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  in 
1852.  Although  not  a  money -getter,  he  provided 
comfortably  for  his  family  and  was  a  man  esteemed 
in  liis  community,  being  prominent  in  local  affairs, 
and  hol<ling  the  minor  oflices.  After  his  death  the 
family  lemovcd  to  Rockville,  Kankakee  County, 
tliis  State,  and  tlie  mother  came  to  Wilmington 
with  lier  family  and  died  tliere. 

The  parental  family  of  our  stibject  comprised 
the  following  chihben:  The  two  eldest,  Roby  and 
Norman,  both  died  after  marriage  and  left  fami- 
lies; :\Iary  is  the  wife  of  Solon  Billings,  of  Spring- 
lield,  Krie  County.  Pa.:  Harmon  is  farming  in 
Washington;  Harper,  our  subject,  was  the  fifth 
child;  Olivia  dieil  in  childhood;  Alexander  is  farm- 
ing in  Iniou  County.  Dak. ;  .lohn  is  farming  in  Wil- 
niingt(ni  rowii^hiii.  this  county;  Charles  died  after 
his  marriage  in  I'eoria.  Ilariicr,  our  sulijecl,  was 
reared  to  man's  estate  in  his  native  county,  whence 
he  renio\  I'd  with  his  parents  to  Chautauqua 
County,  and  later  to  Krie  County,  Pa.  His  early 
years  were  spent  uneventfully  under  the  home 
roof,  (jbtainiiig  such  c<lucation  as  was  afforded  in 
the  common  school  and  assisting  his  father  and 
Ill-others  around  the  farm.  He  lived  in  Pennsyl- 
vania until  IMTO,  coming  that  year  to  this  count}'. 

New  dear's  Day,  187;!,  was  a|ipropriately  cele- 
biateii  liy  Mr.  Bovee  iu  his  marriage  with  Miss 
Lora  Tilden.  who  was  then  a  resident  of  Custer, 
this  county.  Mis.  Bovee  was  born  March  5,  IH3t>, 
in    Willianistown,   Orange   County,    Vt..  and    is  a 


daughter  of  Martin  F.  and  Sarah  A.  (Kimball) 
Tilden,  who  weie  likewise  natives  of  the  Green 
Mountain  State.  They  emigrated  to  St.  Lawrence 
County,  N.  Y..  in  1840,  where  they  lived  nine 
years,  tlien  moved  on  further  westward  to  this 
county,  settling  in  Custer  Township.  The  father 
secured  a  farm  and  is  still  living  there.  The 
mother  died  at  the  homestead  about  1883.  The 
six  children  of  the  [larental  family  were  named 
respectively:  Lora,  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Sarah, 
who  is  a  widow  and  living  at  home  witii  her 
father;  IMartha;  Lewis  and  Ilannali  deceased; 
Martha  (2d),  also  deceased. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bovee  have  no  children.  This  is 
the  second  marriage  of  our  subject,  his  first  wife 
having  been  Miss  ^larietta  Linn,  a  native  of  Craw- 
ford County,  Pa.  Of  that  union  there  was  born 
one  child,  a  sou,  C)del.  who  died  in  infancy.  Mrs. 
Marietta  Bovee  died  about  l.'S.jtJ  or  1857,  in  Penn- 
sylvania. 

MIL  HAASS.  M.  D.  Tlie  conflilence  which 
is  bestowed  by  the  people  of  Frankfort  and 
4_^  vicinity  upon  this  gentleman  is  not  mis- 
placed, as  he  is  thoroughly  skilled  in  the  medical 
profession,  is  well  read  iu  general  topics,  has  been 
a  keen  observer  of  life  in  its  various  phases,  and 
has  borne  himself  as  a  man  of  breeding  and  fine 
character  in  all  the  scenes  through  which  he  has 
passed.  He  oiieued  his  oflice  at  Frankfort  Station 
in  the  fall  of  1877  and  was  not  long  iu  securing  a 
large  practice  which  includes  a  wide  extent  of  ter- 
ritory iu  Will  and  Cook  Counties.  He  has  been 
very  successful  iu  alleviating  suffering,  and  well 
ileserves  the  honor  which  he  receives  as  a  member 
of  a  profession  which  is  exceeded  in  its  benefits 
only  by  that  of  the  ministry,  and  which  in  many 
respects  stands  side  by  side  with  the  priestly  calling. 
The  family  of  which  Dr.  Ilaiiss  is  so  worthy  a 
member  has  given  the  world  professional  and  busi- 
ness men  of  high  standing,  and  women  of  great 
intelligence  and  worth  of  character.  His  paternal 
grandfather  was  Prof.  George  Haass,  a  native  of 
Alsace,  France,  and   a  graduate  of   the  Strasbourg 
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Seminmy.  He  engaged  in  the  inotY-ssion  of  te;icli- 
iiiK  until  tlie  tirst  Fiencli  Revolution,  when  he 
leiiuived  to  Hadcii,  remaining  tliere  until  his  death, 
whieh  oeeun-eil  at  the  rij)e  age  of  eighty- four  years. 

'J"he  father  (.>f  him  whom  we  write  was  also  ealled 
George  anil  was  born  in  Baden,  (iorniany.  lie  "as 
graduated  from  the  famous  university  at  Heidel- 
berg and  became  a  minister  of  the  Evangelieal 
Cbureli.  having  a  pastorale  .it  IJishopsheim  and 
later  at  Milheiui.  At  the  latter  place  lie  became 
Deacon  and  had  the  suiiervision  of  the  ministers  of 
the  district,  a  position  of  high  authority  in  the 
Church.  He  entered  into  rest  in  LStiTi,  at  the  age 
of  sixtyfiveyears.  He  was  twice  married,  the  hrst 
union  ri'sidting  in  the  birth  of  three  cliildicn: 
Charles,  who  died  in  New  York;  .Sopliia  uiiu  dii'd 
of  yellow  fever  at  Memphis,  Teun.;  and  iMuil. 

The  ini.ilher  of  tliese  chihlren  was  Caroline 
Masque,  wh(j  was  born  in  Strasbourg  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  Conrad  Masque.  Tlu>  lattei-  was 
burn  in  France,  studied  the  profession  of  medicine 
and  practiced  in  Strasbourg  initil  his  death.  Ills 
daughter  received  a  fine  eduealion  and  taui;ht  in 
the  royal  lauiilies  of  the  Ducliess  Amelia  of 
Coburg,  the  Princess  of  Piadeu.  and  other  branches 
of  the  nobility  prim-  to  her  marriage  to  the  Kev. 
(Jeorge  Haass.      Her  death  look  place  in  l.s-_':>. 

The  seeijnd  nnirriage  of  the  father  of  our  .-.ulijeet 
was  blest  by  the  birth  of  four  children,  of  whom 
we  note  the  following.  The  <ildcst  son,  (ieorge. 
<'ntered  the  ministr}'  and  laliored  faithfully  in  the 
Masier's  vineyard  until  his  death,  wliicii  oecun-ed 
in  tiermany.  Maxiujillian  came  to  .\meiiea  and 
during  the  late  Civd  War  was  Adjutant-gcjieral 
in  Sherman's  aimy  under  (ien.  ()slerh:ius;  he  is 
now  engaged  in  the  drug  business  in  Mendola.  111. 
Theodore  is  a  millionaire  and  owner  of  a  eastle  at 
Uaden-Veiler,  in  the  Dunliy  of  I'.aden.  .Matilda 
resides  in  Amsterdam,  llolhuul. 

Tliesuliject  of  tliis  sketch  opened  his  eyes  to  the 
light  of  da_v  in  .Strasbourg.  Oermany,  Auunst  .'>. 
1S27.  Soon  after  his  birth  his  father  removed  to 
the  Duchy  of  Baden  and  the  lad  was  reared  to  the 
aue  of  eleven  years  in  IJishopsheim.  He  then 
Went  to  live  with  an  nncle  in  Paris,  Frain-e.  and 
there  attended  the  Academy  Ro^val  until  1811.  He 
next  entered  the  world-famous  university  at  Heidel- 


berg and  after  a  year  in  that  institution,  went  to 
Freiburg,  where  hecontinneil  his  studiesuntil  ISK.;. 

The  following  sprnig  he  returned  to  the  French 
capital,  entering  the  medical  ilepartment  of  the 
Acaileniy  Iv.iyal  and  I'lmlinuing  his  studies  there 
until  the  schools  were  closed  on  account  of  the 
Revolution  of  ISKS.  when  Louis  Philipiie  was 
dethroned,  a  Repuldic  instituted  and  Louis  Napo- 
leon Bonaparte  made  President.  The  young 
student  remained  in  tln^  capital  during  the  Reign 
of  Terror  but  as  sotju  as  it  was  possilile  to  leave 
the  cil}-  he  i-eturned  to  l!;idon.  About  tlie  time  of 
his  return  to  the  parental  home  an  attem|)t  was 
made  by  (iennan  Revohiti.nusls  to  found  a  Repub- 
lic in  Baden,  anil  the  ardent  young  man  joined  the 
forces,  taking  an  active  part  in  speechmaking  and 
othei- efforts  to  aceoniplish  their  |iuri)ose.  He  was 
associated  willi  Charles  Sliults  and  other  leaders 
whose  names  and  deeds  are  historical.  He  held 
the  position  of  Assistant  Surgeon  in  the  Revolu- 
tionist army,  and  being  caiitured  with  the  others 
when  they  were  o\erpowere(l  by  the  Royalists,  he 
was  court-martialed  and  sentenced  to  six  years 
labor  in  the  fortilications  or  to  bauislnncnt. 

.Vcceptnig  the  latter  alternative  Mr.  Haass 
returned  to  Paris  and  conipU'tcii  his  meilical  course  ; 
being  graduated  in  December,  1811).  After  prac- 
tieiiiL;  :\  couple  of  weeks  at  Lauehemaux,  near  the 
ea|iital.  he  made  arrangements  to  come  to  America. 
From  his  nmther  he  had  inhciite(|  some  property 
uhieli  was  luckily  in  France  and  could  not  be  con- 
li>eated  by  the  ( ierman  (lovernment.  and  this  he 
dispijsed  of.  His  father  also  sold  some  proljerty  in 
(iennany  and  the  young  man  therefore  had  a  sinall 
c.'ipit.al  with  whieh  to  einbaik.  About  tiie  middle 
.if  De.endiei-.  18l;i.  he  left  Havre,  France,  on  the 
.-ailing  \essid  ■(  Jallia."  and  .after  a  pleasant  \(yage 
i>{  three  weeks  l.aniled  in  New  York  City  January  6, 
18.-,ll. 

( )ne  of  the  faculty  in  the  aeatlemy  at  Paris  had 
gi\en  Dr.  Haa.ss  a  letter  of  introduction  and  recom- 
mendation to  a  physician  in  Philadelphia  and  to 
that  city  he  at  once  Went.  After consult.al ion  with 
the  gentleman  to  whom  he  had  been  introduced.  Ik; 
concludeil  to  lie-in  his  practice  in  llie  countiy  and 
therefore  located  .at  I'lainlield,  where  he  sojourned 
nearly  a  twelvi'n:onth.      While  in  that  town  he  was 
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one  of  the  committee  appointed  to  receive  the 
Swedish  sonasti'i'Sj.  .Tenn\'  Lind,  when  she  visited 
the  |)U\ce.  The  Doctor  had  previously  heard  her  in 
Euroiie.  as  lie  liad  other  famous  singers  of  that 
peri(.)d.  'I'he  Doctor  lias  a  decided  taste  and  love 
for  opera,  which  he  acquired  wlnle  making  his 
home  in  Paris. 

After  a  comparatively  short  sojourn  in  the  Key- 
stone State,  Dr.  Haass  removed  to  Illinois,  his  first 
location  being  at  Peru,  where  he  practiced  for  two 
years.  He  then  removed  to  Mendola,  of  wbicli  he 
was  one  of  the  first  practicing  physicians  and  where 
he  not  oiily  woikeil  up  aline  business,  but  was  also 
engaged  in  the  drug  trach'.  In  ISGUhe  deterniined 
to  remove  fartlicr  west  and  selected  ISooneville, 
Mo.,  as  the  scene  of  his  future  labors.  He  was  a 
strong  Abolitionist,  but  realizing  that  it  was  not 
politic  to  announce  his  views,  he  kept  them  <o  him- 
self during  the  period  immediately  preceding  and 
following  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War. 

However,  as  a  strong  Union  ujan  lie  lielpcd  to 
organize  the  Home  Guard  and  afier  (ien.  Lyons 
had  defeated  the  rebels  at  Jefferson  City,  they  wvw 
mustered  into  the  service  b_y  Gov.  Jacl<son  and  tlie 
baid.  Iwo  hundred  strong,  became  alttiched  to 
L\iiiis'  force.  Dr.  Haass  held  the  d(.)ul)le  position 
of  Kir>t  Lieutenant  and  Surgeon,  and  wiih  his  ciini- 
lades  [iarlicij)ated  in  many  skirmishes  and  tlie 
species  of  warfare  known  as  'iu-,hwliacking,  during 
the  ensuing  six  months.  The  Home  Guards  were 
then  disbanded,  some  to  join  tlic  Fifth  Cavaliy, 
and  our  sul>ject  was  onlered  to  take  charge  of  the 
post  hospital  at  iiooneville  as  head  surgeon.  He 
[icrbirriicd  the  duties  of  that  ollicc  until  the  hos- 
pital was  abaudoneil,  and  ho  was  luiistcrctl  out  and 
lionorablydischarg"d  in  July.  18(;:J. 

We  next  lind  Dr.  Haass  sojourning  again  for  a 
short  time  in  Menib^ta,  111.,  whence  he  removed  to 
Morris.  Grundy  County,  and  with  that  cit}-  as  his 
headquarters,  successfully  labored  at  his  profession 
until  1877.  in  the  fall  of  which  year  he  came  to 
Frankfort  Slation.  Here  he  has  added  to  his  pro- 
fessional reputation  and  has  made  hosts  of  friends, 
everyone  having  a  good  word  for  him.  He  has 
been  useful  in  the  municipal  affairs  of  the  village, 
serving  on  the  Pioard  of  Trustees  four  years  and 
now  filling  the  positicHi  of  President  of  that  body 


for  the  second  year.  He  belongs  to  the  Evangel- 
ical Lutheran  Church  of  this  place.  He  belonged 
to  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge  at  Mendota  but  is  not 
now  identified  with  that  fraternity.  In  politics  he 
is  independent. 

Dr.  Haass  has  a  fine  residence  and  lots,  his  home 
being  sufliciently  commodious,  convenient  and  well 
furnished,  displaying  evidences  of  good  taste  in  all 
its  arrangements,  but  without  ostentation.  It  is 
[particularly  well  supplied  with  the  literature  of  the 
day  and  the  best  works  of  classical  vi-riters.  While 
living  in  the  French  capital.  Dr.  Haass  had  every 
advantage  to  observe  life  in  its  various  phases  and 
he  there  made  the  acquaintance  of  members  of  the 
dift'ereut  professions  and  learfling  lights  of  the  day. 
It  is  a  jtleasure  to  converse  with  him  and  to  hear 
him  relate  inciclents  of  his  meetings  with  men  in 
the  different  walks  of  life,  and  describe  the  scenes 
thri.iiigli  whieli  he  passed  during  the  Reign  of 
Terror  and  tlie  revolution  in  his  own  land.  He  is 
indeed  a  man  whom  any  community  may  be  proud 
to  claim  as  a  citizen. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  Haass  and  Miss  Eliza  Hess 
was  celebrateil  at  the  home  of  the  bride's  mother  in 
Mendota,  April  25,  185.5.  Mrs.  Haass  was  born  in 
Neider-Kckenheim.  IJaden,  Germany,  May  2ti,  183.3, 
lo  -lohn  and  Anna  U.  (Volmer)  Hess.  Her  parents 
were  natives  of  the  same  duchy  and  her  father  was 
a  farmer  in  excellent  circumstances.  He  died  in 
his  native  land  and  the  widowed  mother  with  her 
ilaughter  e.-une  ti.>  America  in  is,"i."i.  dying  in  Men- 
dota in  18(11.  The  parental  fainil\-  consisted  of 
three  chihlren — Marie,  John  and  Eliza,  the  latter 
being  the  oidy  one  now  living.  John  participated 
in  the  Revolution  in  Baileu  and  being  compelled  to 
leave  the  country,  emigrated  to  America,  settling 
in  I'ennsyhauia  anil  subsequently  sending   for   his 

\  mother  and  surviving  sister.  They  crossed  the 
ocean  on  the  '-William  Tell"  and  after  remaining 
in  the  Keystone  State  a  year,  took  up  their  residence 
in  Illinois. 

Mrs.  Haass  received  excellent  home  training, 
was  Well  educated,  and  grew  to  womanhood  with  a 
ch.aiacter  which  won  for  her  man}-  friends  wliere- 
ever  she  was  known.  She  is  a  model  housekeeper, 
a  sympathizing  companion,  and  a  kind  and  consid- 

i   eratc  mother.     Iler  happy  union  has  been  blest  by 
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llie  liirtli  of  seven  cliiliht'ii.  viz:  Kiuil  who  ilicil 
ill  Munis:  Cliarles  who  is  ciiiiihi^ed  in  thi'  ^iiiiii 
elevator  ill  Fr.'nikfort ;  Kninia,  Maximilliaii.  (  UM.ige. 
Alice  anil  Alliert.  all  of  whom  still  aliide  undrr  tlie 
parental  roof.  (TOorge  is  the  tonsorial  artist  at 
Frankfort.  All  the  eliihlren  are  l)riLrht  and  iiroui- 
isiiiu'.  well  advanced  for  tlieir  years  and  are  all 
that  parental  love  could  desire. 

"-'t-t'J^i-^ 

APT.  Ili.V  W.  .SMiril.  tariiur  and 
stock-raiser  of  Custer  Town--liip.  proprietor 
_  of  one  of  the  largest  f;inii>  in  the  county. 
was  an  otlicer  in  tlio  late  war,  in  which  he  won  ;i 
distinguished  record  for  bravery,  superior  tad,  and 
cool  daring,  and  showed  other  high  soldierly  qual- 
ities as  a  leader  that  gained  him  an  envi.alde  repu- 
tation in  military  circles. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  who  bore  the  same 
name  as  himself,  was  of  New  England  origin  and 
birlli.  a  native  of  the  State  of  ^'eniiont.  His  pater- 
nal grandfather,  also  of  the  same  name,  was  a  sol- 
dier both  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution  .and  the 
War  of  \X\'2.  The  mother  of  our  subject,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Louisa  Beckwith,  was  also  of 
\'ermont  birth.  She  was  m.arried  to  the  father  of 
our  subject  in  their  native  .State,  and  thence  they 
removed  to  Ohio  in  pioneer  days  and  subsequently 
came  to  Illinois  in  the  month  of  November,  1841, 
and  east  tbeir  lot  with  the  early  settlers  of  this 
county.  His  father  became  much  prospered  there 
and  im|>rovcd  a  good  farm  which  remained  his 
home  until  his  death  in  1872.  Ills  wife  died  in 
1847.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  eliildren.  live 
of  whom  are  now  living. 

Our  subject  was  the  eldest  of  the  family,  and  he 
was  born  in  Huron,  Loraine  County,  Oliio,  >«'ovem- 
lier  "27,  18.S2.  He  attended  school  but  ten  months 
before  his  twent3'-first  j'ear.  He  w.as.  however,  a 
lad  of  naturally  good  mental  capacity,  was  fond  of 
his  studies  and  he  managed  to  improve  his  educa- 
tion, working  hard  and  obtaining  money  by  which 
he  was  enabled  to  attend  Oberlin  College.  He  was 
a  student  there  for  nine  months  and  by  cfuistant 
attention  to  his  books  he  acquire<l  more  knowledge 


ill  that  time  tluin  many  a  stu<lent  who  pursues  a 
full  course.  He  had  not  money  enough  to  take 
him  through  college,  and  he  came  back  to  lUinoi.s 
and  found  employment  by  the  day  and  month  until 
18,')7.  In  that  year  he  engaged  with  his  father  as 
su[)eiinlendeiit  of  his  farm.  The  breaking  out  of 
the  w:ir  fuuml  him  thus  employed.  He  had 
watched  with  great  interest  the  [irogress  (jf  affairs 
that  led  up  to  the  Rebellion,  and  .as  soon  as  he 
could  manage  it,  he  offered  his  services  to  his  coun- 
try, enlisting  September  2{\.  isfil.  in  Company  D, 
Fourth  Illinois  Cavalr}-,  as  a  private.  He  served 
three  years,  then  re-enlisted  as  a  \-etcraii  in  the 
com|)aiij'  known  as  the  \eteraii  ]5attalion  of  llli- 
n(.>is.  commanded  113-  Maj.  A.  T.  .Search.  This 
conqiaiiy  was  afterw;ird  consolidated  with  the 
Twelfth  Illinois  Cavalry  under  Col.  ilasbrook  Da- 
vis, a ftertvard  General.  Our  subject  proved  him- 
self to  be  espcciallv  adapted  for  a  soldier,  and 
his  valor  and  able  services  won  him  deserved  pro- 
molii.m,  and  he  rajiidlv  passed  through  all  the 
grades  until  he  was  tiiially  the  ranking  Captain  of 
tlie  Twelfth  Illinois  Cavalry.  His  nerve  , and  un- 
daunted courage  iiointed  him  out  to  his  superiors 
as  one  who  would  make  a  good  scout  and  he  served 
for  seventeen  months  in  tliat  capacity. 

Our  subject  took  an  active  pari  in  the  following 
battles:  skirmish  at  Cfiinmbus,  Ky. ;  was  present 
at  the  siege  and  capture  of  Fts.  Henry  and  Don- 
nelson;  engaged  at  Savannah.  ;iiid  lie  was  at  Sliiloli 
lioth  days.  His  troop  was  the  first  to  receive  the 
enemj's  lire  the  night  before  the  battle  of  Island 
No.  10.  and  w.as  in  the  front  at  Ft.  Pillow  and  at 
Memphis.  Ca|)t.  Smith  took  jiart  in  Orant's  raid 
down  the  Mobile  A-  Ohio  Railw.ay,  and  he  did  gal- 
lant service  before  N'icksburg.  While  on  detached 
service  as  a  scout  he  operated  from  Columbus, 
Ky..  to  New  Orleans,  on  both  sides  of  the  Missis- 
sipiii  River.  He  crossed  the  State  of  Mississippi 
six  times  and  the  length  of  it  twice.  He  collected 
the  data  for  the  Engineering  Department  to  con- 
struct nuips  of  West  Tennessee,  Kentuck}',  ^lis- 
souri  and  the  Southern  part  of  Arkans.as  to  the  foot 
hills.  This  was  a  ver}'  laborious  service  and  re- 
quired especi.al  tact  and  abilitj'  to  get  all  the  facts 
about  the  roads,  etc.  The  Cajitain  was  relieved 
from  scouting  at  his  own  request  in  iso.j.and  then 
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rejoined  his  regiment  and  remained  wiili  it  until 
his  disc-harge.  In  1864,  during  the  months  of  July 
and  August,  he  was  in  sixty  skirmishes.  At  the 
battle  of  t'haniiiion  Hills,  his  company  of  forty- 
eiulit  men  lost  at  one  V(.)lley  twelve  of  tlieir  ninn- 
lier.  (_)ur  suhject  was  woundeil  three  times  and 
had  three  horses  killed  nn<lerljim  and  two  wounded. 
At  one  time  he  maile  a  desjjerate  charge  with  eight 
men  into  a  rebel  ambush  and  one  of  his  men  fell 
dead,  [liereed  with  seven  bullets,  and  his  horse  was 
completely  riddled.  Ti)0  otiier  seven  men  did  not 
escape  unscathed,  but  had  twenty-four  wounds 
amongst  them  and  their  horses  were  also  equall}' 
wounded.  Their  gallant  Captain  cut  his  way 
through  the  enemy  and  got  back  to  the  Union 
Hues  unharmed,  lie  served  under  the  following 
Generals:  JMcPherson,  .John  A.  Logan,  Davis, 
Ashbolh,  Wilson,  Grierson  and  Bragman.  Our 
gallant  Captain  had  the  honor  (_>f  serving  as  escort 
to  Gen.  Grant  at  Vicksburg,  and  he  was  also  with 
him  at  Yazoo  Citj'.  His  last  service  was  in  Texas 
and  he  was  mustered  out  December  15.  ISG.'i,  hav- 
ing been  in  the  army  four  years  and  four  months. 
Ivcturning  to  Ids  old  home  he  has  since  been  en- 
gaged on  his  present  farm,  tilling  the  soil  and  rais- 
ing stock.  He  owns  one  of  the  largest  farms  in 
this  section  of  the  country,  comprising  seven  hun- 
dred and  lifty  acres,  all  lying  in  a  body,  of  as  flue 
farming  land  as  is  to  be  found  in  this  locality. 

Mr.  Smith  was  married  in  June.  ISCtj.  to  JHss 
Ella  Hanson,  llcr  father.  Davi<[  Hanson, -was 
a  member  of  the  Thirty-ninth  Hliiniis  hifantry, 
and  was  killed  near  Uichmond.  Mrs.  Smith  was 
born  in  IS42.  and  received  tlie  advantages  of  a 
<ro(]d  common-school  education.  She  is  the  mother 
of  .~ix  children,  of  whom  the  following  three  are 
liviui;:  Fraid<.  aged  nineteen  \'ears:  Katie,  four- 
teen years  old  ;  and  Ira  \V..  four  years  old.  Mrs. 
Smith  anil  her  childieu  are  members  in  good  stand- 
ing of  the  Kpiscoi)al  Church. 

Capt.  Sudth  is  veiy  systematic  in  all  that  he  docs 
and  manages  his  extensive  farm  after  imiiroved 
methods,  and  its  many  acres  of  fertile  soil  make  it 
a  very  desiralJe  piece  of  [iroperty.  During  the 
late  w'ar,  tlfe  worth  of  Mr.  Smith's  citizenship  was 
thoroughly  proved,  and  his  coursi'  since  then  as  a 
private  citizen  hns>usl^ned    his  well-earned    repu- 


tation for  loyalty,  truthfulness  and  honor,  and  Cus- 
ter Township  holds  him  as  one  of  her  best  citizens. 
He  has  taken  ))art  in  the  public  life  of  the  place, 
has  been  a  Director  of  this  district  and  is  now 
Higliwaj'  Commissioner.  He  is  a  stanch  Republi- 
can and  has  always  been  a  hard  worker  for  his 
party.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  last  State  Con- 
vention, but  received  injuries  from  the  kick  of  a 
horse  so  that  he  was  unable  to  attend.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  order,  belonging  to  Blue 
Lodge  Chapter  and  Commandery.  In  remembrance 
of  his  army  life  he  is  iden'itied  with  Bowen  Post, 
No.  17.  (;.  A.  I?,,  of  Wibnington. 


\\[ 


IIESTEl!  II.  MARSHALL.  Among  the 
leading  families  of  New  Lenox  Township 
may  bo  (noperly  mentioned  jMr.  Marshall 
and  his  anuable  and  accomplished  wife,  both  of 
whom  take  an  active  interest  in  all  of  the  progres- 
sive movements  of  the  day.  They  are  readers  and 
thinkers,  moic  than  ordinarily  intelligent  and  well 
informed,  and  have  one  of  the  pleasantest  homes  in 
the  township  where  often  gather  for  social  inter- 
course the  friends  w!iom  they  have  drawn  around 
them  liy  their  genial  natures  and  kindly  hospitality. 
They  stand  high  in  social  ciicles  anil  are  active  in 
church  work'.  They  are  numbered  among  the 
chief  pillars  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Hadlej',  of 
which  ^Irs.  Marshall,  who  is  possessed  of  rare  mu- 
sical talents,  has  been  organist  for  twenty-live 
years. 

The  immediate  progenitor  of  c)ur  subject  is  the 
well-known  Deacon  IJoUin  .Marsliall,  who  was  liom 
in  Canullus.  Onondaga  County.  N.  Y.  The  mother 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Ann  l>urrill,aud  she  was 
a  native  of  the  same  county  as  her  husband  where 
they  were  married.  Thence  they  came  to  this 
county  in  ls;M,  and  settled  in  New  Lenox  Town- 
ship, where  the  father  built  up  a  good  homestead, 
and  where  the  mother  died  about  1842. 

Deacon  KoUin  Marshall,  after  the  death  of  his 
wife  continued  to  live  for  a  time  in  New  Lenox 
Township  ;o;d  then  I'emoved  to  Mokena,  which  is 
still    his  home.      He  was   mariied  a  second   time  to 
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Mrs.  Belinda  ;lnoersoll)  T'arkiM-.  \vi<l(in-  of  Silas 
Parker,  who  died  in  I'hiinlit'ld,  this  coiiiily,  uniiy 
years  ago.  Of  the  Brst  marriage  of  Deacon  .Mar- 
shall there  were  born  three  sons,  the  eldest  of  whom. 
Oeorge  N.,  entered  the  1  iiion  Army  during  the 
late  war  as  a  member  of  Coiniiaiiy  M.  Fciuith  Michi- 
gan Cavalry,  lie  went  to  thi>  front  with  his  regi- 
ment, was  eaptnrcd  by  the  enemy,  and  snffercd  the 
horrors  of  AndersonviUe  prison,  within  which  he 
died  about  18G4.  Chester  II.,  onr  subject,  was  the 
second  born.  .Tacob  V>.  went  to  California  after 
reaching  manhood  and  was  killed  liy  a  snow-slide 
in  the  mountains. 

Deacon  Alarshall  was  a  man  amliitious  and  ener- 
getic during  his  younger  years  and  iironiinent  in 
the  affairs  of  his  comnuinity.  He  contributed  his 
full  quota  to  the  growth  and  development  of  his 
adopted  townsliip,  was  strictly  lionesl  in  his  trans- 
actions with  liis  fellow-men.  a  kind  man  in  his  fam- 
ily- and  much  respected  by  his  ncighliors.  Ilis 
name  will  be  held  in  high  remembrance  long  after 
lie  has  been  gathered  to  his  fathers.  He  is  now 
eighty-four  years  old.  By  his  second  marriage 
there  was  one  child,  Adabne,  who  is  single  and  at 
home. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  only  surviving 
child  of  his  father's  family  by  his  first  marriage. 
He  was  born  in  New  Lenox  Township,  October  18, 
lS3;j,  and  has  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  time 
within  its  limits.  lie  acquired  a  practical  educa- 
tion in  the  common  school,  together  with  those 
haliits  of  industry-  and  frugality  which  have  con- 
tributed to  his  success  in  life.  He  w.as  married  at 
the  residence  of  John  M.  Kcj-nolds  in  New  Lenox 
Township,  November  10,  1859,  to  Miss  Clara  lAI.. 
daughter  of  Mr.  Rej'nolds,  a  sketch  of  whom  ap- 
pears elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Mrs.  JIarshall  was 
born  at  the  farm  where  she  now  resides,  October 
29,  LSU).  In  connection  with  her  studies,  which 
she  prosecuted  in  the  common  schools,  she  began 
receiving  musical  instruction  .at  an  early  age  and 
evinced  more  than  ordinary-  talent  as  a  singer  and 
performer,  ."she  lias  pi'ovcil  in  all  respects  the  suit- 
alile  companion  and  helpmate  of  her  husb.and  and 
with  him  enjoys  the  friendship  of  a  large  circle  of 
.acquaintances.  Mr.  Marshall  \  otcs  the  Rei)ublican 
ticket  and   always   keeps    himself   posted    upon  the 


march  of  public  events.  He  h.as  officiated  as  Road 
Commissioner  and  School  Tru.stee,  also  as  a  Clerk 
in  tlie  lladley  liaptist  Church.  In  1881,  he  was 
elected  a  Justice  of  the  Pe.ace,  which  office  he  has 
held  to  the  present  time.  For  a  period  of  sixteen 
years  he  w.as  Secretary  of  the  New  Lenox  Fire  In- 
surance Company,  and  managed  the  affairs  of  the 
company  in  a  manner  creditable  to  himself  and 
satisfactor\'  to  all  concerned. 

ATIIIAS  L.  COOK,  a  member  of  the  lirm 
of  Bennett  &  Co.,  liverymen,  makes  his 
headquarters  at  No.  408  N'an  Bnren  Street, 
Joliet,  and  holds  a  good  |)osition  among 
lusiness  men  of  the  city.  He  is  a  veteran  of 
seventj-threc  years,  having  been  born  September 
2.  18 IG,  and  is  a  native  of  Morris  County,  N.  J. 
He  comes  from  a  good  famil3-,  being  the  son  of 
Jabez  and  Sarah  (Burctt)  Cook,  who  were  natives 
of  New  Jersey,  and  s[)ent  their  last  j'eais  in  that 
State.  The  parental  family  consisted  of  six  chil- 
dien.  two  of  whom  are  living. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  grew  to  mature  years 
in  Ills  native  place,  and  when  appro.aching  man- 
hoo<l  began  an  a|iprenticeship  at  the  carpentei's 
trade,  whicii  he  followed  probalily  until  18.'!7. 
When  a  young  man  of  twenty-three  years  he  deter- 
mined ufjon  seeking  his  fortunes  in  the  Great  West, 
and  m.akingthis  county  his  objective  point,  arrived 
in  Joliet  in  the  fall  of  18.')9.  Two  j'ears  later  he 
became  interested  in  the  livery  business  in  com- 
pany witli  O.  W.  Stillman,  and  they  established  the 
first  enterprise  of  the  kind  in  the  embryo  town. 
Mr.  Cook  had  his  first  stable  on  Benton  Street. 
He  was  successful  from  the  start,  and  has  contin- 
ued so  uj)  to  the  [uesent  time,  covering  the  long 
period  of  over  fifty  years.  In  the  meantime  he  has 
dealt  quite  extensively  in  horses,  and  is  perhaps  as 
good  .vjudge  of  the  equine  r.ace  as  can  be  found  in 
this  part  of  the  country. 

After  having  established  himself  fully  in  busi- 
ness Mr.  Cook  took  unto  himself  a  wife  and  heli)- 
mate.  being  married  in  November,  ini;?,  at  the 
bride's   home    in    .biliet,    k>    Miss    Flavilia  Seele\-. 
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This  lady  was  born  in  1824,  in  Susquehanna 
County,  Pa.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  .Justin  and 
Mrs.  Seele}-,  who  were  natives  of  Penns3'lvania. 
Mr.  Secley  CMnigratcd  with  his  family  to  Illinois 
aliDut  183(),  and  thereafter  occupied  himself  in 
millwright  pursuits.  He  had  leariietl  raillwright- 
ing  in  early  manhood,  whicii  he  followed  until 
18C0.  Tlie  pari'ntal  family  consisted  of  two  chil- 
dren; the  [larenls  spent  tiieir  last  years,  the  mother 
in  Illinois,  and  the  father  in  Iowa. 

^Mis.  Cook  attended  tlie  (■(ininion  schools  dur- 
ing iier  girlhoftd,  and  was  trained  l:iy  a  careful 
mother  to  all  useful  liouscnoid  duties.  Slie  re- 
mained under  tiu'  parental  roof  until  liecoming 
mistress  of  lier  own  home.  Of  her  union  with  our 
subject  there  were  liorn  tiirec  children,  only  one 
of  wlioni  is  living,  a  son,  Oscar,  who  is  now  in 
Topeiia,  Kan.  Mrs.  Cook  dei)arled  this  life 
April  11,  IK.sl. 

Mr.  Cook  east  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  \'an 
iiuren,  and  maintains  his  allegiance  to  the  Demo- 
cratic iiarty.  He  has  been  somewhat  prominent  in 
local  affairs,  serving  heretofore  as  a  member  of  the 
City  Coiuicil  in  the  old  Fourth  Ward,  hut  is  now 
Alderman  from  the  Second  Ward.  He  owns  and 
occupies  a  comfortable  home  in  the  central  part 
of  the  city,  and  enjoys  an  extensive  accpiaintance 
among  its  leadin<>'  residents. 


»-3s©s:-.  — : 


#^-- 


eHARLES  BESEKE.  An  excellent  exaini>le 
of  the  results  of  frugality,  persevering 
industry,  and  prudent  management,  is  to  be 
found  in  the  life  of  llie  above-named  gentleman, 
who  is  numbered  among  tiie  well-to-do  farmers  of 
Washington  Townsliii).  He  is  the  owner  of  the 
northeast  rjuarter  of  section  29,  and  the  southeast 
quarter  of  section  20,  in  that  township,  together 
uith  ten  acres  of  good  timber  land  in  Yellow  Head 
'lowuhliip,  Kankakee  County,  and  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  in  Jackson  County,  Minn.  All  this  has 
been  accumulated  by  him  since  he  came  to  this 
county  in  1863  and  established  himself  fin  his  first 
farm  on  section   20.     The   land  of  which   he  then 


took  possession  was  in  its  primitive  condition  but 
is  now  one  of  the  most  productive  estates  in  the 
county,  marked  with  all  needful  improvements,  as 
is  the  farm  on  section  29. 

Mr.  Beseke  came  to  this  county  from  DuPage 
County,  in  whicli  he  had  lived  for  seven  3'ears  and 
in  which  he  began  his  life  in  America  as  a  farm 
laborer  at  §90  per  year.  His  earthly  possessions  at 
that  time  consisted  of  his  clothes  and  ¥45  in  money. 
Witii  this  capital  and  the  education  and  training 
which  he  had  received,  he  began  the  career  which 
has  resulted  in  the  attainment  of  the  projierty 
noted  above  and  an  assured  standing  in  the  finan- 
cial circles  of  the  county. 

In  the  kingdom  of  Hanover  the  e3es  of  our  sub- 
ject opened  to  the  light  of  d.ay  October  18.  1825. 
He  began  life  for  himself  when  about  of  age  and 
in  1856  determined  to  seek  a  home  in  the  New- 
World,  which  he  thought  afforded  better  opportu- 
nities for  an  energetic  3'oung  man  of  small  means. 
Taking  passage  at  Bremerhaven  on  a  sailing  vessel, 
he  spent  eleven  weeks  and  three  days  on  the  broad 
Atlantic  and  .'ifter  this  tedious  voyage  landed  in 
New  York  City.  He  at  once  came  west  to  Chicago, 
and  securing  empKiyment  in  DuPnge  County  took 
uf)  tlie  labors  whose  result  is  so  inspiring  to  tithers 
who  are  compelled  to  depend  upon  their  own 
efforts  for  worldly  success. 

The  jiarents  of  Mr.  Beseke  spent  their  entire  lives 
in  Hanover,  German3',  living  to  quite  a  good  old 
age.  Their  family  comprised  four  sons,  Charles 
being  the  only  one  who  catne  to  the  United  States. 
The  others  are  3et  living  in  their  native  land  where 
they  have  acquired  considerable  propert3'.  One  of 
them  is  an  old  soldier  and  an  ofticer  of  rank. 

In  DuPage  County.  III.,  Mr.  Beseke  led  to  the 
hymeneal  altar  Jliss  Laura  Wagoner,  an  estimable 
3'Oung  ladN  who  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  in 
the  fall  of  1837,  but  was  quite  young  when  her 
parents  emigrated  to  the  United  States.  The3^ 
settled  in  DuPage  County  in  earl3'  days,  but  after 
some  3-ears  removed  to  Will  County  where  the3r 
died  when  near  the  age  of  four-score.  The  two 
daughters  liorn  to  them  are  now  living  in  Will 
County. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  eleven  children  have 
been  boin.     Five  died    in  infancy  and  a  daughter 
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Ellen  after  her  marriage.  The  living  niemhers  of 
the  faniil}-  are,  Conrad,  who  married  Ellen  Land- 
grader  and  lives  in  Yellow  Mead,  Kankakee  County, 
where  he  carries  on  a  mercantile  estahlishment; 
Lena,  wife  of  Louis  Kerhoph,  a  merchant  and 
farmer  of  the  same  town;  Charles,  George  and 
Henrj'.  who  still  reside  under  the  parental   roof. 

In  connection  with  this  personal  sketch  of  Mr. 
Beseke,  we  present  a  view  of  his  plc.isant  home- 
stead to  which  we  invite  the  readers'  attention. 
Within  h's  cozy  residence,  the  man}'  friends  to 
whom  years  of  close  intercourse  have  bound  him- 
self and  wife,  are  frequentl}'  entertained  and  are 
alwa)'s  sure  of  a  hospitable  welcome. 


KIIAEL  r.INZKN,  Highw.qy  Commissioner 
at  Jolict,  was  in  the  spring  of  1890,  elected 
for  the  second  time  to  the  position  which 
lie  (11  le  to  the  general  satisfaction  of  the 
ciiiiuminit}-.  In  politics  he  is  a  decided  Democrat 
and  is  recognized  as  a  great  worker  in  the  rp.nks. 
lie  belongs  to  the  social  and  benevolent  order  of 
Odd  Fellows  and  has  many  friends  by  whura  he  is 
highly  regarded.  He  was  born  in  Prussia.  January 
2!).  1836,  being  a  son  of  John  and  Annie  (Hirs- 
chen)  Binzen.  His  father  wa^s  a  cooper  and  djstil- 
ler,  and  became  expert  in  distilling  grapes,  plums, 
juniper  berries  and  cherries,  a  business  which  he 
followed  many  years.  Of  the  children  born  to 
him  there  are  now  living  three  sons.  Joseph  re- 
sides in  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  is  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture and  sale  of  shoes,  employing  fifteen  men; 
Jacob  and  Michael  reside  in  Joliet. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  came  to  Amer 
ica  in  lH;j-2.  making  his  first  stop  at  Albany,  N.  Y., 
where  he  found  employment  in  a  brewery.  We 
next  find  him  in  Hudson,  where  with  a  brother-in- 
law  he  opened  a  brewer^-,  which  was  destroyed  by 
fire  in  1868.  Thence  he  went  to  Pittsfield,  Mass., 
where  he  engaged  in  the  liquor  traflic,  coming  AVest 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  same  3-ear  and  after  re- 
maining a  year  in  Chicago,  taking  up  his  abode  in 
Joliet.  For  the  first  two  ^-ears  of  his  residence 
here  he  worked  in  a  T)rewerj',  after  which  he  again 


engaged  in  the  liquor  traffic.  A  few  years  thereaf- 
ter, in  1881,  he  purchased  a  farm  which  he  h.as 
since  successfully  managed. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Binzen  and  Miss  Catherine 
Meyer  was  celebrated  January  23,  1856.  Mrs.  Bin- 
zen is  a  well-informed  woman  with  many  useful 
accomplishments  and  is  a  notable  housewife.  The 
bajjpy  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  eight 
children,  named  respectively:  Mary,  wife  of 
James  Cushing;  Joseph,  Michael,  Jr.,  John,  Cato, 
Emma  and  George   (twins),  and  William. 

In  connection  with  this  sketch,  is  given  a  lith- 
ographic view  of  Mr.  Binzeu's  ple.asant  homestead. 

OHX  H.  DOIG,  the  occujjant  of  a  snug  farm 
on  section  4,  New  Lenox  Township,  was 
born  in  AVasbington,  D.  C,  March  13.  1844. 
•flW/  He  is  of  Scotch  parentage,  his  parents  being 
Andrew  and  Isabella  (Fife)  Doig,  representatives 
of  honorable  families  in  Farfarshire  and  Fifeshire. 
A  history  of  their  lives  will  be  found  in  the  sketch 
of  Tlioni.is  Doig.  a  brother  of  our  subject,  who- e 
liiosiraphy  is  found  HlsHwIn-re  in  this  volume. 

The  iceiitieinnii  of  wljoui  A'e  write  was  .sc;irci'ly 
more  than  an  ihf.int  wlit-n  his  parents  took  up  their 
abode  in  this  count}',  where  he  received  his  earl}' 
education.  W^hen  about  seventeen  years  old  he 
went  to  Chicago,  remaining  in  that  city  until  the 
spring  of  1890,  when  he  returned  hither,  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  land  on  Maple  Street,  and  is  now 
numbered  among  the  agriculturists  of  New  Lenox 
Township. 

While  living  in  tlie  (^ueen  City  of  the  Lakes, 
he  was  engaged  in  a  music  store,  in  mercantile 
pursuits,  the  sale  of  real  estate,  and  in  building. 
His  whole  business  career  has  been  marked  with  a 
high  degree  of  the  "go  ahead"  spirit,  so  character- 
istic of  dealers  in  Chicago  and  men  of  affairs  in 
other  communities,  and  he  has  been  identified  with 
men  of  similar  public  spirit  in  various  movements 
which  would  benefit  mankind  and  add  to  the  pros- 
perity of  the  section  in  which  he  lived. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Doig  took  place  in  Minne- 
apolis, Minn.,  March  21,  1872,  the  bride  being 
Miss  Jemima  Macdonald.     This  lady  is  a  daughter 
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of  Alexnnclfi-  and  Caroline  ( I'l.irteous)  ^Maedonakl, 
the  former  of  whom  dieil  iu  Cliicago,  July  o,  1881. 
She  was  born  in  Alontreal,  Canada,  April  1.  1851, 
and  grew  to  womanhood,  possessing  such  noble 
qualities  of  character,  such  intelligence  and  good 
breeding,  and  so  thorough  a  knowledge  of  useful 
arts  as  to  deserve  the  love  wliich  she  has  won. 
The  6rst  part  of  hei-  life  wa.s  spent  in  the  city  of 
New  York  and  the  latter  part  in  Chicago.  She  is 
a  member  of  the  Ei)iscoi)al  Church.  She  has  borne 
her  husliand  one  son.  a  bright  lad.  who  bears  tlie 
name  of  Ahin  H. 

ri/__  L'CH  M.  BOLTUN.  who  is  a  representative 
[r  j|,  of  tlie  native-born  citizens  of  this  county, 
.li/r  sons  of  its  stalwart  pioneers  v/ho  are  now 
((2)  imiiortant  factors  iu  carrying  on  the  wc)rk 
so  well  begun  by  their  fathers  in  developing  its 
resources,  is  sueces,sf\dly  cniraged  in  farming  in 
I'lauilield  ToNvnsliip,  the  place  of  his  birth.  He 
was  born  here  April  ;!.  184«,  his  fatlier.  Hugh 
r>olt(ui.  being  an  eaily  settler  in  this  region.  The 
latter  is  a  native  of  ISelfast,  Ireland,  his  father  of 
tlie  same  name,  also  liaving  been  Ijiirn  there,  a 
descendant  of  Scotch  ancestry,  lie  was  reared  on 
his  native  isle,  came  from  there  to  America  to 
spend  his  last  years  with  his  children  in  New  .ler- 
sey.  and  died  there  at  the  remarkable  ago  of  one 
hnudred  and  nine  vears. 

The  father  of  our  sul)jeet  passed  the  early  years  of 
his  life  in  the  land  of  Iiis  liirth  and  in  the  i)rime 
and  vigor  cif  active  maidiood  came  iv  this  country, 
seeking  to  lietlir  his  condition.  He  located  in 
New  Jersey  and  was  there  employed  on  a  farm  until 
his  return  to  Ireland  three  years  larer.  While 
revisiting  that  country,  lie  was  niari'ied.  taking  as 
his  wife,  Mi?s  Eliza  JMiller.  who  was  liorn  in  the 
same  locality  as  liimsrlf.  After  he  was  wedded  he 
came  back  to  America  with  his  bride  and  again 
took  up  his  residence  in  New  Jersey,  remaining 
Ihei'e  until  1817.  In  that  year  ho  came  to  Illinois, 
and  bought  a  small  place  near  I'lainfield  on  wliich 
he  lived  a  few  years,  and  then  purchased  the  farm 
which  our  subject  now  oec-.i|iies.      He  was  actively 


engaged  thereon  many  years,  constantly  improving 
it  and  from  tilling  the  soil  accjuirod  a  comfortable 
competence,  and  now  lives  in  retirement  in  Joliet, 
making  his  home  with  his  daughter.  In  December 
1887,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  the  good  wife 
who  had  shared  with  him  the  hardships  and  pri- 
vations of  a  pioneer  life  and  lived  to  enjoy  pros- 
perity with  him.  Of  their  happy  wedded  life  five 
children  had  been  born,  three  of  whom  are  now 
living,  as  follows:  Nancy,  wife  of  Thomas  H. 
Hntchings,  of  Joliet;  Archie,  who  lives  in  Cherokee 
County,  Iowa,  and  our  subject. 

The  latter  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and 
obtained  a  fair  e'ducation  in  the  district  schools 
and  since  attaining  manhood  has  devoted  himself 
exclusivelj'  to  farming.  This  farm  which  is  located 
on  section  24,  of  Plainfield  Township,  contains  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  laud  under  excellent 
cultivation  and  good  Improvement,  is  provided 
with  substantial  buildings  and  all  necessary  machin. 
ery  for  operating  it  to  the  best  advantage. 

;\Ir.  Bolton  enjoys  tiie  comforts  of  a  pleasant 
homo  and  to  the  lady  who  presides  over  it,  he  was 
united  in  maniage  in  1874.  Mrs.  Bolton's  maiden 
name  was  Jane  Snider,  an<l  she  is  a  native  of  Tenn- 
essee. Iler  marriage  with  our  subject  has  brought 
them  three  children — William,  John  and  Jarvis. 

Mr.  Bolton  is  a  practical  farmer,  tilling  the  soil 
ftftei-*T.he  most  desirable  methods  so  as  to  gain  the 
best  results,  and  managing  his  affairs  with  the  thrift 
and  prudence  that  will  ultim.ately  place  him  among 
the  most  solid  men  of  the  township.  He  is  well 
regarded  in  this  eommiuiity  where  his  entire  life 
has  been  spent,  as  he  is  fair  in  his  dealings  and 
upright  in  his  character. 


(T^AR:\I()X  K.  burling AME,  contr.actor 
|ljjl  and  builder  in  Joliet,  has  a  business  which 
l^V;^  is  all  that  he  can  handle,  his  contracts 
((^!  sometimes  running  as  high  as  $50,000  a 
year.  He  makes  a  siiecialty  of  dwelling  houses  and 
has  built  a  large  number  of  the  best  homes  in  the 
city.     He  is  Ifimself  a  prietical  builder   and  there- 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


427 


fore  the  more  competent  to  take  charge  of  work, 
and  beinfj  a  man  of  honor  his  business  is  conducted 
in  a  reliable  and  straightforward  manner,  and  liis 
word  may  lie  relied  upon  in  matters  [lertaining 
lo  it. 

Ira  Burlingamc.  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
professor  of  music  in  New  England.  lie  married 
Miss  Mary  Whipple,  and  to  them  on  August  11. 
1828.  the  son  was  born  whose  life  it  is  our  purpose 
to  outline.  As  a  boy  the  lad  was  handy  with  tools, 
and  he  early  made  choice  of  the  trade  of  a  carjicn- 
ter.  which  he  learned  in  his  native  Green  Mountain 
State.  In  18.")5,  he  came  to  Illinois,  flrst  locating 
at  Lock[iort,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  until 
]8(i.5,  when  he  became  foreman  of  an  establish- 
ment for  the  manufacture  of  organs.  In  the  fall  of 
If-iCi.s  he  removed  to  Sterling.  Whiteside  C'ourfty, 
'and  four  years  later  came  to  Jolict  and  entered 
upcin  his  life  wi.irk  of  contracting  and  building, 
with  the  result  mentioned  above. 

In  Liickport  Mr.  liurl'ugame  served  as  Town 
(  lerk  two  terms.  He  has  been  urged  to  accept 
various  nominations  that  at  different  times  have 
been  tendered  him,  but  has  never  been  an  aspirant 
for  office.  His.  judgment  concurs'in  the  principles  of 
the  Republican  party,  whlcii  he  tlierefore  sujiports 
on  all  occasions.  He  is  a  man  of  more  than  ordinar}- 
intelligence,  combining  in  his  manners  the  energy 
of  the  Yankee  and  the  good  breeding  of  the  cos- 
mopolitan gentleman.  In  his  domestic  relations  he 
is  kindly  and  considerate,  in  society  a  pleasini,r 
comiianion,  and  in  all  his  dealings  with  mankind 
both  just  and  generous. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Burlingame  was  celebrated 
.hine  17.  IH.JO,  his  britle  being  Miss  Olive  Corlestia 
Ames,  of  the  widely-known  Ames  family  of  New 
Kngland.  She  is  an  educated  and  lovenble  wom:;n. 
regarded  with  the  most  reverent  affection  in  her 
own  home  and  looked  upon  with  deep  respect  far 
beyond  the  family  circle.  She  has  borne  her  lius- 
band  two  daughters — .Mrs.  Amy  French,  now  of 
Channahan.  this  county,  and  Lettie  L. 

Miss  Lettie  L.  Builingame  enjoys  the  distinction 
of  being  the  onl^'  female  representative  of  the  legal 
profession  in  Will  County.  She  was  graduated 
from  the  .Toilet  schools  in  1879.  after  which  she  en- 
gaged in  teaching  three  years,  laboring  in  the  inter 


mediate  and  high  school  departments  in  this  jilaee. 
Choosing  the  law  as  her  field  of  labor  in  life,  she 
studied  with  the  firm  of  Fithian  &  Avery,  and  then 
entered  the  law  department  of  the  Michigan  I'ni- 
versity  at  Ann  Arbor.  She  was  graduated  in  the 
class  of  '86  and  permission  to  practice  her  pro- 
fession was  granted  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Mich- 
igan. She,  however,  did  not  at  once  assume  her 
legal  work,  but  remained  at  Ann  Arbor  a  year, 
taking  a  special  course  in  order  that  she  might  be 
still  better  prepared  for  her  vocation.  In  Ma}', 
1888.  she  opened  an  ollicc  where  she  is  still  lo- 
cated, and  is  securing  a  fair  practice.  She  has 
takencjuitea  prominent  part  in  the  cause  of  wo- 
man's suffrage  of  which  she  is  an  ardent  advocate. 
She  also  manifests  considerable  interest  in  tem- 
perance work  but  declines  to  enter  upon  it  as  a 
party  measure,  believing  that  the  cause  can  be  best 
subserved  when  work  is  done  independent  of  [lolit- 
ical  afiiliations.  Were  the  right  of  suffr.age  hers, 
her  liallot  would  be  cast  with  the  Republican  i)arty. 


ILLIAM  W.  STEVENS,  editor  and  luo- 
priet(ir  of  the  Joliet  Rficord,  assumed  the 
duties  of  his  present  position  in  the  spring 
of  l.s.sd,  ;it  which  time  he  purchasi'd  the  business 
and  plant  of  the  Itii-nnL  which  w;is  estal)lished  in 
ls7().  The  J'(riir(I  Is  a  bright  ami  newsy  pajx^r, 
devoted  lo  the  interests  (jf  this  county,  is  intelli- 
gently conducted  anil  has  uncjueslionabh'  heeonie  a 
|iei  inanent    institution. 

Till'  sulijeet  of  this  sketch  is  a  native  of  M.-iine. 
and  was  born  in  Oxfoid  Couulw  .lulv  11.  \^'-V>. 
His  parents  were  Hernard  C.  .and  Kslher  A.  (Luf- 
kin)  Stevens,  and  the  father  was  lior'u  in  Salis- 
bury. N.  II..  which    was    tlie    biilliplace   of    Daniel 

\Vel.>ter.    and     .^illl    ul he    atl.ndnl    -el I    iu 

his  l.ioyhood.  The  f;^her  of  oui'  sulijeet  was  horn 
in  ISdll,  and  remained  under  the  parental  roof 
until  reaching  his  majority-.  He  w.-is  the  son  of 
.lonathan  Stevens,  an  early  pioneer  of  tli.at  part  of 
the  (Iranite  State.  Fpou  le.'ivirig  home  he  went  to 
Uumfonl.  Oxford  County,  where  he  met  and  mar- 
ried Miss  Esther  A.  Lufkin.  in    l82j.       Thc\'  set- 
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tk'd  u|)Oii  a  farm  and  ^Mr.  Stevens  coiilineil  his  at- 
tention to  agrieultiiial  ijursuits  until  1831.  He 
then  removed  to  Dover,  and  sulisequently  to 
Springlield.  N.  II..  where  his  deatli  took  plaee  in 
Octoher,  1^7  4.  'With  the  e.xeeption  (.>f  a  .short 
time  spent  in  Maine,  he  passed  liis  entire  life  in 
his  native  Stale. 

Five  ehildren  were  born  to  the  parents  of  our 
subjeet,  three  of  whom  are  still  liviui;-:  .lames  D. 
was  a  soldier  of  the  Mexican  ^\'ar,  and  was  killed 
in  1847.  at  the  storming  of  Chapultepee,  Mexieo; 
the  eldest.  Mary,  is  the  wife  of  Dudley  Folansliee. 
of  .loliet;  William  W.  is  the  next  in  order  of  birlli; 
Reuben  l'\  is  also  a  resident  of  .biliet;  \'ina.  the 
first  wife  of  Dudley  Folanslx'e.  died  in  1  .S80.  The 
wife  .and  mother  was  burn  in  I  7!».'l,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Lufkin.a  Uevolulionaiy  sol- 
dier wlio  received  an  honorable  wound  at  thi'  bat- 
tle of  Bunker  Hill.  .Mrs.  Esther  A.  Stevens  died 
A|iril  I'J,  isl'.),  at  lu'r  home,  in  SpringliLld.  N.  H. 
'J'he  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  with  his  pa- 
rents in  DoM'r  an. I  Sjjringfield,  X.  H.,  until  a  man 
of  twenty-three  years.  He  received  a  good  edu 
cation.  com|»leling  his  studies  in  Andover  .\cad- 
emy  in  the  class  of  isfil.  Subsequently  he  en- 
gaged in  teaching  three  years,  in  the  uieantinu' 
having,  in  October.  18.'i.'i,  emi^ralcd  to  .loliet,  III., 
wdiere  he  taught  two  years.  In  March.  I<s.'i7.  he 
entered  the  law  oltico  of  Parks  A-  Flwood.  of  .lol- 
iet. and  eonlint»d  his  attention  lo  the  study  of  law 
until  admiltcd  to  the  bar  in  ISOIt.  ,Soon  aftcr- 
warii  lie  assoi-iated  himself  in  partnersliip  with 
Benjamin  Richardson  and  they  i)racticed  together 
for  three  years,  after  which  jMr.  Stevens  followed 
his  profession  singly  and  alone.  In  the  meantime, 
in  1803,  he  was  elected  C'Tty  Attorney,  ami  held 
tlie  ofHce  several  terms  by  i-c-election.  He  also 
operated  as  an  insurance  agent  fi'om  ISGS  to  1X7;], 
when  he  sold  out  the  business  which  he  had  built 
u\->  in  this  line,  and  thereafter  dexoted  his  time  and 
attention  exclusively  to  his  law  practice  until 
>  ISSO,  when  he  turned  liis  attention  lo  uewsi)aper 
work. 

^^■hile  keeiiing  himself  thoroughly  posted  upon 
current  events,  .Mr.  Stevens  has  never  been  an 
ottics-seeking  politician,  although  fdling  many  po- 
sitions of  trust  and    responsiliility.       For    three  or 


four  years  he  officiated  as  School  Inspector,  at  the 
same  time  being  Secretary  of  the  School  Board, 
and  exercised  a  perceptible  influence  in  the  en- 
couragement of  educational  matters.  In  18;JG  he 
identified  himself  with  the  Masonic  fraternit}',  and 
for  six  3-ears  was  Master  of  Mt.  .Toliet  Lodge;  he 
is  also  a  Royal  ^Vrch  Mason,  having  been  High 
I'riest  of  the  Chapter  for  six  years,  and  is  also  a 
member  of  .loliet  Conimandery  No.  4.  In  the 
C'lUnmandery  he  has  held  most  of  the  offices,  l.ieing 
Prelate  for  ten  years  altogether. 

On  the  0th  of  September,  18.5ib  the  subject  of 
this  n(.)tice  was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Althea  II. 
Hawlcy.  and  they  are  the  parents  of  seven  chil- 
dren, all  living.  Ada  II.  l)ecanie  the  wife  of 
C.  M.  Becker,  who  died  leaving  one  child,  a 
son..('laude  W;  Kate  E.  is  at  home;  Will  II.  is 
Route  Agent  on  the  Chicago  i^-  Milwaukee  Rail- 
road; l':ila  V.  is  the  wife  of  Will  S.  Hamm,  of  Chi- 
cago; .Jennie  M..  Frank  ]M.  and  Winnie  Wallace, 
remain  under  the  home  roof. 

Mrs.  Altliea  (Ilavvle^')  Stevens  was  born  in  this 
county  just  outside  the  city  limits  of  Joliet,  April 
i:!,  18:V.i.  She  was  the  daughter  of  .ludge  (_).  L. 
11,-iwley,  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  this  county 
and  who  came  here  about  18;3l.  .fudge  Ilawley 
was  one  of  the  prominent  men  in  the  early  days, 
[(residing  over  the  county  court.  He  is  now  de- 
ceased, having  died  November  8,  18G1.  Miss 
Ilawley  was  given  a  good  education,  completing 
her  stuib'es  in  Lombard  University,  at  Galesburg, 
and  remained  with  her  parents  until  her  marri.age. 
Her  ni(.)lhcr  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Nanc^v  A. 
Burdge,  and  she  was  born  in  Chautauqua  Countv, 
N.  Y..  August  18,  18r.t.  The  .ludge  was  a  native 
of  New  York  State,  and  was  born  in  Schoharie 
t  ounly,  in  18(i:i.  lie  was  the  son  of  Lyman  Haw- 
ley,  who  ( ame  to  Illinois  in  1835,  and  subse- 
(piently  laid  off  the  town  of  West  Loekport,  build- 
ing the  stone  gristmill,  the  first  of  its  kind  in  this 
region.  He  engaged  in  milling  and  farming  until 
resting  from  the  active  laf)ors  of  life.  Judge 
Ilawle}-  assisted  his  father  in  the  mill  during  his 
early  manhood  and,  in  1849,  was  elected  County 
Clerk,  wdien  he  removed  to  .Joliet,  discharging  the 
duties  of  this  office  two  terms.  Fie  was  next 
elected  .Jud^e  of   the  I'robate   Court,  which   office 
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lie  iR'ld  until  bis  deatli.  The  niullicr  of  Mrs.  Stc- 
vciis  was  his  first  wife.  Of  this  iiiar'-iaiie  there 
weie  two  children,  a  daughter,  .Mrs.  Stsvens,  and 
Martin  .1..  a  resident  of  lUoominn'ton,  III.  Tlie 
two  ehildren  of  the  seeiJiid  marriage  are  Alice  C. 
and  Antonia  E..  who  are  now  residents  of  J^oek- 
port.  111..  Judge  llawh'V  was  a  nieudur  of  the 
Universulist  Cluireh.  and  f(jr  many  yea  is  ])vior  to 
li is  decease,  was  idenlilied  with  tlie  Masunic  fr.itei- 
nity.  In  polities,  lie  was  first  a  Whi-.  and  after 
tlie  aliandonnieut  of  the  old  l)arty,  wheeled  into 
the  lieimliliean  ranks,  where  he  renniineil  until  his 
death.  Mr.  .Stevens.  |iolitic-aliy,  is  a  Democrat, 
and  the  Ilccnrd  naturally  relleels  his  |iolitieal  senti- 
ments, lie  is  al.ily  assisted  hy  h's  wife,  Mrs.  .Ste- 
vens, who  is  associate  editor,  and  who  gives  |>er- 
sonal  attention  to  the  general  make  \\\)  of  the  pa 
per. 


J;AMKS  S.  liOVl)  is  the  owner  anil  ocenpanl 
!  of  :i  well-tilled  farm  on  section  "is.  Jolict 
'  Township.  A  visitoi-  to  the  pleasant  eslale 
Would  find  upon  it  a  full  line  of  excellenl 
improvements  which  include  all  necessary  and  con- 
venieut  buildings,  fences,  fruit,  etc.,  and  would  at 
once  conclude  that  the  owner  possesses  an  energetic 
Sl)irit,  industrious  and  prudent  haliils,  and  an  in- 
telligent appreciation  of  the  needs  of  the  home. 
Such  a  conclusion  would  Ijc  in  no  sense  amiss,  and 
a  iiersonal  acquaintance  with  .Mr.  Boyd  would  de- 
velop the  further  focts  that  his  intelligenci^  and  en- 
terprise are  not  expended  upon  his  own  home,  but 
lead  him  to  participate  in  movements  for  the  good 
of  the  community  and  display  in  behalf  of  his  fel- 
low-citizens a  large  amount  of  public  s|iirit. 

T\vo  lino  Irish  families  arc  represented  tiy  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  his  parents  having  been  of 
old  County  Antrim  stock.  Thomas  and  I-'.lizabeth 
Boyd  were  married  and  first  settled  in  thcii'  n.itive 
county,  whence  the.y  emigrated  to  America  in  I  .s.iii. 
taking  up  their  abode  in  the  Ke3'.stone  .State.  In 
1«G4,  they  came  to  this  county,  and  some  time 
afterward  died  at  the  residence  of  our  sulijcct. 
Their  family  compriseil  four  sons  and  four  il.-iugh- 
ters,   of   whom  .Tames  S.  was   the  seventh  in   order 


of  birth.  The  maternal  grandmother  of  our  suli- 
jcct was  .Alary  McKeen,  a  nati\e  of  County  Antrim, 
who  lived  to  be  nearly  one  hundred  \'ears  of  au'e. 
She  belonged  to  the  sturdy  old  I'reshytcrian  stock, 
which  a  few  centuries  ago  left  Scotland  on  account 
of  religious  persecutions,  and  settled  in  the  North 
of  Ireland,  whence  many  of  their  descendants 
have  come  to  America  and  are  numbered  among  the 
liesl  citi/.cns  of  (jur  free  soil.  .Mar3-  McKeen  had 
a  brother  ■j'houi.-is.  who  in  the  eighteenth  century 
becMin(!  a  citi/.cn  of  the  Colonies  and  reeeiveil  a 
captain's  commis?i(.in  from  t^en.  George  Washing- 
ton. Subsci|ui'nlly  Aniirew  Jackson  best<iwed  upon 
him  a  Cokmcl's  commission.  His  last,  vote  was 
cast  for  James  P.uchanan  in  the  old  court  house  in 
Iviston.  Pa.,  that  was  built  by  King  (ieorge  in 
17,1 1.  The  Mciveens  wci'c  second  cousins  to  the 
|)oct  .bmu's  Montgomery. 

In  Counly  Antrim,  Ireland,  .lnl\-  22,  l.s.'ii),  .lames 
S.  Boyd  first  s.aw  the  light  of  d;iy.»  His  native 
country  was  his  home  until  .Vpril  IS.  l,s,")2,  when 
he  came  to  America  .and  taking  ii|)  his  residence  in 
Northampton  County,  Pa.,  attended  school  two 
and  a  li.alf  yeais.  He  then  learned  the  trade  of  a 
tinsmith  in  I'tiea.N.  Y.,  and  then  coming  to  Ji.iliet, 
was  employed  by  W.  S.  Brooks  four  years.  .  He 
then  became  foreman  for  W.  F.  Barrett,  filling  that 
position  eight  years,  after  which  he  re-entered  tlie 
emi)loy  of  J\Ir.  Brooks  and  for  about  eight  years 
.acted  as  a  salesman  of  agricultural  imiilcinents  for 
that  gentleman. 

]\Ir.  Boyd  has  traveled  for  four  dil'ferent  firms  as 
a  salesman  and  was  also  engaged  with  his  brother, 
T.  C.  Boyd,  in  the  plumbing  business  in  Chicago. 
He  settled  on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives,  in 
March,  18(J8,and  foi'  some  tinu'  h.-is  devoted  himself 
entirely  to  agricultural  work.  In  this  employment 
he  simply  carries  out  the  motto  which  ejiitomizes 
his  earlier  efforts  in  other  lines  of  business — '•  what 
is  wcirlh  (hu'ng  is  worth  doing  well." 

On  ^lay  (i,  ISGl,  in  Fairfield,  Herkimer  County, 
X.  \..  the  rites  of  wedlock  were  celebrated  between 
our  subject  and  Miss  Mary  K.,  daughter  of  James 
and  Nellie  (Peacock)  Young.  'l"hc  bride  w.as  born 
in  the  t<jwn  in  which  lici-  nnirriage  took  place, 
March  28,  1^10.  and  is  llie  tenth  in  a  family  con- 
sisting of   eight   sons    and    three   daughters.      Like 
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her  husband  she  hfis  in  her  veins  the  lihiod  of  old 
families  fnnii  Northern  Ireland,  her  parenls  liavini,'- 
been  nati\es  of  County  Antrim,  whenee  ihey  emi- 
grated to  America  in  an  eaily  day.  After  liavini;- 
lived  niau_v  years  in  Herkimer  County.  N.  Y..  they 
came  to  the  Prairie  Slate,  loeatiny  in  Steiihenson 
County,  where  both  lireathed  tlu'ir  last. 

Mrs.  Fxiyd  jiusse^ses  the  natural  abilities  of  the 
raee  fr(^m  which  she  si)runy.  and  has  hail  them 
Strengthened  and  ilcvelopcd  by  eareful  home  train- 
ingand  good  edueational  ad\antages.  She  is  there- 
fore a  w(_>man  iif  ripe  intelligenei.',  well  skilUd  in 
usefvd  ilomestie  arts  and  fitted  for  :i  siiliere  <if  use- 
fulness. She  is  a  nu'udier  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  has  carefully  instilled  into  her  children 
the  principles  of  right  living.  Her  family  includes 
the  following  living  children:  Alexander  ('..  ;\Iar- 
garet  W.,  Kstella  M..  Nellie  .7.,  J.  Harry,  Eli/.ahelli, 
Fred  C,  Mary  M.,  Lee  K.  and  lielle  C.  L.  One 
child  i.s  deceased.  Kstella  M.  is  now  the  wife  of 
Charles  Sch.arf,  of  Jt)liet. 

In  politics  Mr. Boyd  is  a  strong  Ke|)ublican,  lirnily 
convinced  that  the  principles  of  that  party  are  Ijcst 
fitted  to  the  needs  of  American  citizens,  and  ever 
ready  to  support  them  v;ith  his  ballot  and  his  en- 
deavors to  Convince  others  that  his  views  arc  cor- 
rect. He  has  held  the  oOice  of  School  Director,  in 
which  Ids  intelligence  and  good  judgment  have 
beuelited  the  schools.  His  reinilation  is  one  (.if 
which  any  man  might  well  be  prtuid.  pro\iding.  as 
in  his  case,  the  character  is  equal  to  the  oiiinions 
of  men. 


MASA  UICIIARDSON.  This  venerable 
(,@ZUIi  gentleman  has  for  many  years  been  asso- 
ciated with  the  farmers  and  stock-growers 
who  have  been  insti-nmental  in  the  up- 
building of  the  tliriving  farming  townshi[i  of  Wcs- 
le3'.  Associating  himself  with  the  pioneers  of  the 
c(Uint\-  in  IS.jG,  wddle  aiiling  them  in  Mie  work  of 
develoiiing  its  resources,  he  has  ac(iuirc(l  a  com- 
fortable property,  and  now,  astheshadows  of  a  long 
and  busy  life  are  falling  around  him,  he  can  take 
his  ease,  free  from  the  cares  and  Inii'ilcns  that  he 
bore  in   the   heat  of  the  dav,  in   his  cozv  liome  in 


the  enjoyment  of  the  I'ompanionship  of  her  wdio 
assisted  him  in  fitting  it  n|)  and  who  is  still  the 
home-maker  and  devoted   helper. 

The  father  of  our  suliject,  ^^'illiam  H.  Richard- 
son, was  a  native  and  a  farmer  of  \'ermont.  His 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mar}'  Starke,  and 
who  was  a  niece  of  (ieu.  .Starke  of  Revolutionarj- 
fame,  was  als(j  a  native  of  that  State,  and  there 
bhe  and  her  husband  spent  their  entire  lives. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical   review  was  the 
only  child,  and  he  was  l>orn  June  -'l^.  1805,  among 
the    pleasant    hills   of   W'rmont.      He  received   his 
educatii.in  in  the  common  sclmols,  and  at  the  youth- 
ful age  of  twelve  years  liegan    to  care  for  himself. 
He  worked   out   by  the  month    for    others  until   he 
I    was    twenty-three    years    old,  and    then    began  his 
1    independent  existence  as  a   farmer  on    his  own   ac- 
1    count,  buying  at  that  time  a  farm  in  St.  Lawrence 
County,    N.    V.      He    oi)erate<l    it   until    18.51),  and 
;    then  rightly  thinking    that   he  could  do  better  still 
1   on  the  rich   virgin  soil  of    Illinois,  he  came  to  this 
!    county  and   settled  on  the  faini  where   he  has  since 
made  his  home.     The   laml.    comprising    one   hun- 
i    drcil  and  seventy  acres,  ten  of  whk'h  was  in  limber, 
was  already  under   cultivation  when  he  purchased 
it,   and    he    has  since  added    many  improvements, 
making  it  a  valuable   estate,    with    its    neat,    well- 
kept  buildings,    productive   fields    and   general  ap- 
pearance of  good  management. 

yiv.  Richardson  and  ^Hss  Martha  Goodwin 
tmited  their  lives  ami  fortunes  in  August,  1828, 
and  have  had  a  peaceful  and  happy  wedded  life  of 
more  than  three-score  years.  Mrs.  Richardson's 
parents  were  Joseph  and  Olive  (Hatsell)  Goodwin, 
natives  respectively  of  New  Hampshire  and  Ver- 
mont. They  married  and  settled  in  New  York 
State,  where  they  resiilcd  until  death  closed  their 
mortal  career,  she  d\ing  in  1828,  and  he  dj-ing 
some  j'ears  afterward.  They  had  a  family  of  nine 
children,  two  of  whom  are  now  living.  Mrs. 
Richanlson  was  boni  Noveml.ier  1.5.  1810,  in  New- 
York.  She  is  the  mother  of  nine  children,  six  of 
\vhom  are  now  living — William,  Levi,  Hiram,  Al- 
fred, iSlary  ami  Franklin.  \Villiani,  a  lawyer,  married 
Addis  Weslcott,  and  Ihey  make  their  home  in  Kan- 
kakee Cit3'.  and  have  one  child:  Levi,  a  resident  of 
Iroipn.)is.  nrirricd  Laura  C<i>ett,  and  the}'  liave  three 
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cliilflreii;  Hiram  is  a  lawyer  in  Kankakee;  Mary 
is  the  wife  of  Henry  Kaiiler,  of  Florence  Town- 
sliiii.  ami  the}'  have  eiirht  children,  'i'lieir  son 
Lewis  ami  ilaugliter  Olive  are  defcriscil,  the  former 
ilyiiii:  ill  Dakota.  One  son,  .lose|)!i  W..  •^■.ivi;  np 
Ills  life  for  his  country  in  the  late  war.  He  wa.s 
Kirst-Lientenant  in  the  Tliirl^-ninlh  llliiinis  In- 
fantry-, was  a  brave  and  ctlieient  oflicer,  and  hi.s 
death,  November  17,  ixill.  of  ty|)lioid  fever,  at 
Willianisiiort,  Md.,  where  he  lies  burieil,  was  a  loss 
to  the  service.  Two  of  their  sons  luanaf^c  the  farm. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richardson  have  led  nsefnl  lives, 
whose  record  entitles  them  to  the  great  resjtect  and 
affection  in  which  they  are  held  by  all.  In  their 
labors  they  have  not  been  too  bus\'  to  he  unmind- 
ful of  their  duties  to  others,  and  in  their  tlionglit- 
ful  kindness  they  have  often  extended  help  and 
s\  nipath^-  to  the  needy  and  afflicted.  .Mr.  Rich- 
ardson has  been  School  Dii'cctor  for  yeais,  and  for 
twent}"  three  years  has  acted  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace.  He  has  taken  but  little  jiart  in  polities,  but 
the  last  few  ^-ears  has  i,dven  his  sujiport  to  the 
Republican  party. 


eHARLKS  CLEMENT  WILC(JX,  City  and 
Town  Clerk  of  Joliet,  was  born  .June  2. 
IftGI,  being  a  son  of  Edmund  and  Sarah 
.^L  (Green)  Wilcox.  On  another  page  of  this 
volume  will  be  found  a  biographical  notice  of  bis 
father,  from  which  the  ancestry  may  be  learned. 
Suffice  it  sa3'  in  this  connection  that  no  more  hon- 
orable family  is  known  in  Joliet  than  that  from 
which  our  subject  sijrang.  Young  Wilcox  was 
educated  in  the  Joliet  High  .School,  and  began  his 
business  career  at  the  age  of  eighteen  3cars,  finding 
his  first  employment  with  G.  Monroe  ct  Sons,  whole- 
sale and  retail  grocers,  with  whom  he  remained 
two  years.  The  three  succeeding  3'ears  he  spent  in 
connection  with  Wilcox  Brothers,  dealers  in  lum- 
ber, and  while  in  this  connection  he  established  a 
trade  in  carriages,  from  which  has  grown  a  deposi- 
tory whose  attractions  draw  a  colossal  tr.ade. 

In    1884  Mr.  AVilcox    became  a  member  of    the 
hrni   of   Smith    d'    Wilcox,  jobbers    in  oil.     For  a 


brief  period  the  energetic  young  man  w.as  with  a 
Chicago  firm.  He  was  then  brought  before  the 
people  as  a  candidate  for  Collector  of  Intt;rnal 
Revenue,  and  after  a  vigorous  contest,  in  which  his 
opponents  were  some  of  the  most  |)Opular  men  in 
the  district,  he  received  the  votes  which  placed 
him  in  ollice.  At  the  end  of  two  years  he  turned 
over  his  books  to  his  successor  with  an  unsur|)assed 
record  for  elliciency  and  honesty  in  the  duties  con- 
nected with  his  public  trust.  In  the  spring  of 
188'.)  he  was  elected  Cit^-  and  Town  Clerk  against 
a  strong  oiiposition.  his  majority  Ijeing  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty-four.  In  the  city  his  majority 
was  five  hundre(L  The  spring  election  of  18'J0 
found  him  so  strongly' intrenched  in  the  confidence 
of  the  people  that  no  opposition  was  offered  to  hi.'j 
le-election  as  Town  Clerk. 

The  handsome  West  .Side  residence  of  .Mr.  Wil- 
cox is  presided  over  by  a  charming  lady  of  high 
culture  and  estimable  character.  .She  was  formerly 
known  :is  Miss  Ida  M.  Weeks,  is  a  daughter  of 
'k'orge  Weeks,  Esq.,  of  this  cit}'.  and  a  niece  of 
Judge  Weeks.  She  became  the  wife  of  oursul)ject 
in  the  fall  of  1882,  the  fruit  of  the  union  being  a 
beautiful  daughter,  now  about  fifteen  months  old, 
who  ha.s  been  christened  Evaleen.  Mr.  Wilcox  is 
a  Democrat  of  the  best  type,  and  a  total  abstainer 
from  intoxicants  of  all  kinds.  He  abounds  w-ith 
life  and  energy,  and  bids  fair  to  reach  astill  higher 
place  in  business  and  political  circles  than  that 
to  which  he  has  already  attained. 


-S-f-f= 
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DAVID  FRY.  The  fine  farming  country  ern. 
,  braced  in  Wheatland  Township  has  ever  been 
an  attraction  to  the  eye  of  the  solid,  prac- 
tical farmer  and  stock-raiser,  and  fortunate  is  he 
considered  who  owns  one  of  the  rich,  finely  im- 
proved farms  that  may  be  seen  on  every  hand. 
The  subject  of  this  biographical  review  is  the  fort- 
unate owner  of  one  of  these,  his  fine  farm  l^'ing  on 
section  27. 

Mr.  Fr}-  is  a  native  of  Wayne  County.  Ohio, 
born  December  7.  18-50.  He  is  a  son  of  Jacob  and 
Catherine  Fry.     His  mother  departed  this   life  in 
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the  month  of  February,  1886,  at  a  ripe  old  age. 
His  father  is  now  in  his  seventy- fourth  jear.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
were  pioneers  of  this  county,  coming  here  in  1853. 
Tlicy  became  early  settlers  of  Wheatland  Town- 
ship, bix  children  were  born  of  their  marriage,  of 
whom  the  following  four  are  living:  Jacob,  Zach- 
aiiali,  Martin  and  David.  IMr.  Kry  is  a  sturdy  sup- 
porter of  the  Democratic  party,  and  religiously, 
he  is  connected  with  the  Lutheran  Church  as  one 
of  its  most  faithful  members.  He  has  sought  in 
whatever  .vay  he  could  to  advance  the  moral,  edu- 
ciitional  and  materiid  interests  of  tlie  townslii|). 
He  is  a  man  of  some  education  and  has  a  good 
cdUiriKuid  (if  both  the  English  and  German  lan- 
guages. 

David  Fry.  of  this  sketch,  was  scarcely  three 
years  of  age  when  his  parents  brought  him  to  this 
county,  and  here  he  was  reared  and  educated,  at- 
tending the  local  district  school  in  Wheatland. 
He  has  devoted  his  time  principally  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  occupies  an  honorable  place  among 
the  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Fry  was  married  the  first  time,  in  1871,  to 
Miss  Amelia  Fraunlioof.  The  maiden  name  of  his 
present  wife  to  whom  he  was  united  December  19, 
1873,  was  Maria  Bupp.  Of  their  pleasant  wed<lcd 
life  five  children  have  been  born:  Katie  ]M.,  George 
.1.,  Martin,  William  and  Samuel  D. 

Our  subject  p(jssesses  many  sterling  traits  of 
character  that  make  him  worthy  of  the  esteem  that 
is  accorded  him  as  a  man  and  a  citizen.  He  is  in- 
dustrious, shrewd  and  thrifty,  and  has  managed 
hisat¥airs  wisely  so  that  he  now  has  a  goodl}'  bit  of 
propert}-.  In  him  the  Democratic  party  finds  a 
a  zealous  follower.  Religiously,  he  is  identified 
with  the  Lutheran  Church  as  one  of  its  leading 
members. 


ACOB  SOLTERMAN.  If  a  man's  true 
character  may  be  determined  by  the  opinion 
of  those  around  him,  that  of  Mr.  Soltcrman 
is  irreproachable.  By  his  haliits  of  indus- 
try and  prudence  he  has  built  up  a  good  home  for 
himself  and  family  and  acquired  a  competence  for 


m 


his  declining  years.  He  is  progressive  in  his  ideas, 
liberal  and  public-siiiritcd,  and  is  blest  with  an  in- 
telligent family,  his  wife  being  a  most  estimable 
and  worthy  lady  and  his  children  unusually  bright 
and  interesting.  In  noting  his  surroundings  and 
the  respect  in  which  he  is  held  in  this  community, 
it  must  be  admitted  that  he  is  in  the  possession  of 
a  large  share  of  all  that  makes  life  desirable. 

A  native  of  the  Province  of  Alsace,  then  be- 
longing to  France,  but  now  to  German}-,  IMr.  Sol- 
tcrman was  born  October  15,  1820,  and  is  the 
elder  of  two  children,  the  offspring-  of  .Joseph  and 
Anna  M.  (Gerlzler)  Solterman,  who  were  likewise 
natives  of  that  Province.  They  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica about  1828,  and  settled  in  Erie  County,  X.  Y., 
where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days. 
Jacob  lived  with  his  parents  until  1838  and  then 
sought  his  fortune  in  the  Prairie  State,  settling  on 
the  canal,  and  being  employed  on  the  canal  for 
about  three  years.  Later,  he  engaged  in  farming 
near  Palos,  III.,  where  he  made  his  home  until 
1850.  The  California  gold  excitement  then  drew 
him  to  the  Pacific  Coast,  and  locating  there,  he  was 
engaged  in   raining  for  about  seven  years. 

Upon  coming  liack  to  Illinois,  Mr.  Solterman 
commenced  farming  on  the  land  wiiich  he  had  pur- 
chased in  1853,  returning  in  the  meantime  partly 
for  this  purpose  and  partly  with  the  object  of  tak- 
ing unto  himself  a  wife  and  helpmate.  This  latter 
was  accomplished  January  3,  that  year,  the  bride 
being  Miss  Marj^  E.,  daughter  of  Richard  and 
Jane  M.  (Wilson)  McCalaughar}-.  Afterward  he 
returned  to  California,  where  he  remained  until 
1857,  then  came  back  to  Homer  Township  and 
gave  his  undivided  attention  to  the  development 
of  his  farm.  This  comprises  two  hundred  and  fif- 
teen acres  of  good  land,  which  through  the  careful 
management  of  the  proprietor  has  become  valu- 
able. 

To  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  there 
have  been  born  nine  children,  viz:  Jane,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  nine  and  one-half  years;  Charles  II., 
Delos  C,  Matthew  S.,  Mary  E.,  Melissa,  Catherine 
A.;  Jacob,  who  died  when  about  two  years  old,  and 
Clara  F.  Mr.  Solterman  afHliatcs  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  He  does  not  seek  public  office,  but 
prefers  to  confine  his  attention  to  his  farming  in- 
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terests,  av(jiilii)i;-  llic  ix'sponsibilitit'S  of  (illicf,  al- 
lliougli  ho  i-i  f\t'r  ready  to  give  liis  liiiu-  anil 
altfiiliiiii  111  tli(i-c  pi-oJL'uts  falculati'il  fur  Uic  i^cn- 
cral  l;(iijiI  i.>f  llii'  (•tiniiiiimity. 

Mr.-.  Siiltfiiiiaii  was  lim-n  in  Ouonilaya  C'oiiiily. 
N.  V  .  Au,uu>l  ■">.  I'^-'l.'i.  Hit  [larcnts  woio  alsu  na- 
tives of  thai  Stale.  The  father  (lied  in  I'alos.  III,. 
al)out  18,i5.  'I'lie  mother  sul)seqiiently  came  to 
Homer  Tonii.slii|i.  where  her  de.atli  took  place  in 
1S.58. 

LIA.S  L.  .STKVKX.S.  The  rnral  (ii.^tricts  of 
lllinoi.s    ari'   dotted    willi    attractive    honn'<. 

which     in    arcliitectnral     design,    ne.at    and 

tasteful  surroundings,  and  thrifty  management  ar<' 
models  of  comfort  and  homelikeness.  One  of  this 
class  is  located  just  outside  the  liraiLs  uf  the  llour- 
ifhiiig  city  of  Joliet.  and  was  for  some  years  the 
lioine  of  the  recently  deceased  Klias  L.  Sti'ven,'^. 
That  gentleman,  as  a  contractor  and  huilder.  w.as 
cipalile  of  designing  a  dwelling  which  coinhimMl 
an  attractive  exterior  and  a  convenient  interior, 
while  his  wife  possessed  the  housewifely  skill  .-ind 
pindence  without  par.siiuoaiousness.  that  insniiMJ  to 
its  inmates  all  llie  comforts  of  life  in  a  true  home. 

The  natal  day  of  .Mr.  .Stevens  was  April  28, 
1S2.S,  and  his  birthplace  Saratoga  Count}-,  N.  '\'. 
^VIu'^  about  twelve  years  of  age  he  went  to  Mas- 
sacluisctt-.  in  wliich  State  he  giew  to  maniiood. 
;iucl  com|)lelcd  his  education.  In  Sturbridge  he 
wooi-il  anil  won  foi-  his  wife  Miss  Painelia  Childs, 
of  that  place,  whei-c  their  marriage  was  celebrated, 
he  having  lirst  made  her  acquaintance  in  llolyokc. 
Mass.  wiiere  he  learned  his  trade.  In  a  short  tinu' 
however,  they  removed  to  Wisconsin,  locating  in 
the  vicinity  of  Kilbourne,  where  Mr.  Stevens  en- 
gaged in  farming.  'I'he  breaking  out  of  the  Civil 
War.  rotised  him  from  the  peaceful  pursuits  of 
that  occupation  to  a  desire  to  assist  in  upholding 
the  I'luon,  and  he  left  his  home  foi'  a  life  on  the 
tented  field. 

Tlie  name  of  lOllas  L.  Stevens  was  iilaccd  upon 
the  muster-roll  of  Company  E.  Twelfth  Wisconsin 
Infantry,  and  until  the  cruel  war  was  over  he 
served  faithfully  and  gallantly,  patiently   enduring 


till'  hardships  of  campaign  life  and  the  separation 
from  those  he  loved.  When  his  si'i\ices  were  no 
longer  needed  liy  his  country  in  conleit  with  her 
enemies,  he  returned  to  his  home  and  to  civil  life. 
Kre  loni;  he  removed  to  the  rrairie  State,  some 
time  iK'ing  spent  in  Morris  and  Henry,  and  then  a 
settlement  being  made  iii  .loliet. 

A  residence  was  erected  liy  Mr.  Stevens  on  I'n- 
iou  Street,  which  was  his  home  for  seveial  years, 
and  until  his  i-eino\al  to  the  beaulifid  place  before 
mentioned,  outside  the  city  limits.  He  engaged  as 
a  ci.mtrart'jr  on  the  Rock  Island  Railroailv  after- 
ward taking  other  contracts  and  continued  in  that 
line  of  business  until  his  death.  He  ercctdl  sev- 
eial lilocks  in  .inliet.  .among  them  being  the  Ste- 
vens lilock  on  Chic.'igo  Stri'et.  liesides  attending 
to  many  large  contracts  on  the  Rock  Island  Road, 
.Mr.  .Stevens  found  lime  to  attend  to  a  few  larire 
contracts  for  m.asonry  on  other  railroads.  In  the 
fall  of  iss;;.  in  partnership  with  tieorge  .Vlexamler, 
of  r.lue  Island,  he  contracted  to  build  seven  im- 
mense piers  for  a  bridge  over  the  Ohio  River  at 
Li.inisville.  Ky..  for  the  Chicago,  Louisville  i^'  New 
.\lbany  Rallioad  Company.  The  aver.age  height 
of  the  piers  was  one  hundred  and  lifteen  feet,,  and 
it  iiipiired  sex'enteen  thousand  cubic  yards  of  solid 
masonry.  The  great  lloods  in  the  spring  of  l.Sis4 
inlerlered  with  the  work  somewhat,  l)Ut  in  1885  it 
was  completed.  The  cost  of  the  masonry  alone 
was  .s:50(),0l)().  Subsei|uently  IMr.  Stevens  had  large 
contracts  for  changing  the  tracks  and  rebuilding 
the  bridges  on  the  Rock  Island  Road.  These  con- 
tracts cxlended  from  the  main  line  to  many 
branches,  and  cost  the  coin|iany  nearly  half  a  nnl- 
lion  dollai-s.  He  secaired  the  resptct  and  esteem 
of  his  nciL;hbors  and  fellow-citizens,  his  dealings 
with  mankind  c\  er  being  honorable  and  straight- 
forward, .and  his  personal  haliits  such  as  to  entitle 
him  to  their  good  opinion.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  JIasiinic  fraternity,  and  the  H.  M.  A.,  of  .loliet. 
Tlic  loss  which  his  own  family  suffered  when  he 
was  called  hence,  Septcmlier  11,  I.S89,  can  only  be 
estimati'd  by  those  who  have  had  a  similar  be- 
reavement. 

Mrs.  Pamelia  Stevens  died  at  their  home  in  Jol- 
iet. in  March.  1x70.  leaving  a  daughter.  .le.ssio  F. 
who  is   the  wife   of   A.  C.  Dilliiian.       In    1880,  the 
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wi<lowc'r  eontrarted  a  st'cond  alliance.  celubraLing-, 
in  .loliet,  his  inaiiiage  t(i  ^Ls.  Fraiici.'S  Leaiiianl,  a 
sister  of  bis  lirsl  witV.  Tliislady  was  born  in  Stiir- 
Iji-idyo.  Mass..  and  was  married,  in  Brool<field,  to 
Waller  I.earnard.  who  was  also  a  native  of  tlie  oUl 
r>av  State.  'I'lie  nnion  resulted  in  the  birth  of  one 
son,  Guv  M..  u  ho  is  now  ji  book-keeper  for  the 
.loliel  Stone  C\)nipany.  In  187G.  Mrs.  Learnard 
left  her  Eastern  home,  and  a  few  years  later  be- 
came the  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  she  l)Ore 
one  son.  Uoland  K.  Mrs.  Stevens  still  occupies 
tiie  hiiuie  in  wliich  her  lately  deceased  husband 
died.  Slie  posi-e^ses  more  tlian  ordinary  intelli- 
gence, is  amialile  and  c(.impauiouable,  and  in  tlio 
management  of  household  aud  business  affairs  dis- 
plays the  inudencewhicli  might  be  expected  of  one 
Ij.irn  and  lircd  in  New  England.  She  has  many 
friends,  in  whose  companionshii)  slio  finds  relief 
from  the  sorrows  and  cares  of  life,  though  her 
cliief  delight  is  in  the  rearing  of  her  young  son. 
and  the  society  of  the  older  memliers  of  her  fam- 
ily. 

A  p(u-trait  of    tiie   late   Mr.    Stevens   appears    in 
c(nuu'ction  with  this  sketch. 


^i 


ILLLVM  STELLWAGEN.  One  of  the 
most  attractive  locations  in  Green  Garden 
Township  is  occupied  by  the  farm  of  the 
gentleman  above  named.  The  mistaken  townsman 
who  believes  that  country  life  is  devoid  of  attrac- 
tions will  iinil  conclusive  proof  to  the  contrary  on 
this  estate,  ^vhi^l;  is  beautifid  to  behold,  the  source 
(_>f  a  line  incinne.  and   the   scene  of  a  happy  home 

life. 

I'hilip  Stellwagen,  a  native  of  Hesse-Darmstadt, 
(ierniany.  and  a  shoemaker  b^y  tratle,  came  to 
America  in  lS-10.  He  found  employment  in  the 
Keystone  Stale  and  practiced  frugality  until  he  had 
saved  money  enough  to  bring  his  famil\-  to  this 
countr}',  wh(ni  he  returned  to  his  nalise  land  for 
them.  Again  crossing  the  broad  Athmtic,  he  lo- 
cated in  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  in  18  12.  and  sjient  two 
years  at  his  trade.  He  then  started  out  to  buy 
laml   in  the  West,  thinking   to  malie  Wisconsin  his 


future  home,  but  when  he  reached  Northern  Hli-- 
nois  he  w.as  so  well  pleased  with  the  country  that 
he  determined  to  locate  here.  His  journey  had 
been  made  with  a  team  and  he  had,  therefore,  been 
able  to  form  wise  conclusions  regarding  the  coun- 
tr\-  through  which  he  passed. 

Buying  eighty  acres  of  (tovernment  land  in 
Frankfort  Township,  this  county,  Mr.  Stellwagen 
put  up  a  log  house  and,  as  fast  as  possible,  made 
other  improvements  on  the  [ilace.  He  was  success- 
ful in  the  new  career  in  which  he  had  embarked  and 
accuuiulated  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  which 
he  operated  until  his  death,  November  20,  1889, 
when  he  was  nearlj'  eightj'  five  3'ears  old.  He  was 
strong  in  his  belief  in  the  principles  of  Democracy, 
and  was  an  equally  devoted  member  of  the  ITvan- 
gelical  C'luu'cii.  lie  was  twice  married,  his  first 
wife  being  Emil^-  Jacob,  a  native  of  Hesse-Darm- 
stadt, wh(^  dieil  in  Frankfort  Tovv'nship  in  1846. 
She  was  the  mother  of  four  children,  viz:  Mathias, 
who  died  in  1888;  .Tacob,  whose  home  is  in  South 
F'.ngle wood,  Cook  Country;  William,  of  whom  we 
write;  and  Philip,  a  harness-maker  at  Mokena. 
The  second  marriage  of  Philip  Stellwagen  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  two  sons — Henry  and  Adam,  both 
now  deceased. 

The  gentleman  whose  life  historj^  forms  the 
subject  of  these  brief  paragraphs  was  born  in 
Hesse-Darmstadt,  Germany,  December  13,  1838. 
He  has  no  recoh'ection  of  the  land- of  his  birth,  as 
he  left  it  in  the  spring  of  1842,  sailing  with  his 
parents  from  Bremen  to  the  United  States.  Eleven 
weeks  were  spent  upon  the  ocean,  but  the  tedious-- 
ness  of  the  voyage  made  no  impression  upon  the 
little  lad.  During  the  two  years  in  which  the  fam- 
ily remained  in  Pennsylvania  he  spent  some  little 
time  in  school.  The  journey  to  their  Western 
home  being  made  with  teams  and  the  party  camp- 
ing out  every  night,  it  was  almost  a  continual  pic- 
nic to  the  bo}',  who  enjoyed  the  out- door  life  and 
continual  change  of  scene  as  only  careless  child- 
hood can.  In  crossing  the  mountains  eight  days 
were  consumed  in  making  the  ascent,  and  seven 
weeks  of  travel  covered  eleven  hundred  miles  on 
their  journey. 

The  new  home  was  in  the  midst  of  a  wild  prai- 
rie, twelve  miles  from  the   nearest  house,  and  deer 
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anil  u(il\  fs  were  aliiinihuit  anil  lattks^yaki'S  |ilcnU- 
fiil.  Oil  1- sill ijert  liiDileil  siiliie  anil  was  early  set 
111  Wink  (111  Uk'  farm,  also  alteiicliiii:  srlnml  as  suini 
as  uiu'  was  ii|h  ncil  in  llie  ulil  fasliiuiieil  loy  scluiul- 
linnse  wiiieli  was  at  thai  time  llie  lriii|ilr  nf  leiiiii- 
ing.  He  learneil  tu  ili-i\e  i>xeii.  Ii\  e  yoke  ot'  wliieli 
were  allaclied  tu  llie  hreakini;  pluw.  ami  liy  inraiis 
of  wiiii'li  also  geiiiils  were  hauled  tu  ami  liuiu  C'hi- 
cagii  ami  Juliet,  which  were  the-  market  tuwiis. 

Mr.  Stellwageii  remaiiieii  an  iiuiiale  of  the  par- 
ental home,  wiirking  fur  his  father,  until  he  w;is 
t'.venty-seven  years  old.  when  he  set  ii|i  his  own 
litiusehold  in  Uoek\  ille  Townshiii  on  a  rented 
farm.  For  two  years  he  operated  fuiir  hundred 
aeeres  of  land,  raising  both  grain  .-iiid  stock,  and 
tlieii  [uirchased  eighty  acres  in  the  northeastern 
corner  of  I-"rankfort  Township.  I'pini  that  tarin 
he  remained  unlil  1.S72.  at  whieli  time  he  pur- 
chased one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  partl3'-im- 
|)roved  land,  which  forms  a  portion  of  his  present 
estate.  Here  he  contiiuieil  the  improvement  which 
hail  been  begun  b3-  breaking  the  virgin  soil,  and 
ere  long  added  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  ad- 
joining, making  up  the  amount  which  he  now  owns 
and  oi)erates. 

The  estate  includes  eighty  acres  on  section 
21,  eighty  acres  on  section  20,  and  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  on  section  l(i,  all  tillable  land. 
It  has  been  tiled  wherever  under  drainage  would 
be  beiielieial  :ind  is  fenced  with  wire  and  hedge, 
the  latter  being  kept  neatly  trininied,  and  so  aibl- 
ing  to  the  beaut3'  of  the  land.  Mr.  .Slelhvagen  has 
set  out  groves  and  orchards,  has  erected  a  cozy  .md 
attractive  dwelling,  and  a  bnrii,  70x30  feet,  to- 
gether with  other  adequate  outliiiildings,  and  he 
has  likewise  put  up  a  windmill  and  tank,  b^-  means 
of  which  water  is  conveyed  wherever  it  is  needed. 
The  principal  crops  which  he  raises  are  corn  and 
oats,  and  hi^  stock  includes  high-grade  cattle,  road- 
sters and  draft  horses.  Of  the  latter  he  generall}- 
has  from  twent}-  to  thirty-  head,  while  three  teams 
are  needful  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  estate. 

Tiie  estimable  won)aii  who  presides  over  the 
household  economy  of  our  subject  was  known  in 
her  maidenhood  as  Jliss  Louisa  Neckrauer.  She 
was  born  in  Bayren.  (ierinaii)'.  and  came  to  Amer- 
ica with   her  parents   in    ISii'i.     Her  father,  -lacob 


Neckrauer,  is  a  shoemaker,  who  worked  at  his  trade 
in  his  own  land,  and  in  Frankfort  Township,  this 
county,  but  in  later  years  engaged  in  farming,  lie 
is  now  living  at  Frankfort.  The  wedding  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Stellwageii  took  place  at  the  bride's 
home,  March  2.j,  l.sti:),  and  their  happily  married 
life  has  therefore  extended  over  a  quarter  of  a 
century.  They  are  the  parents  of  two  children — 
Philip,  who  still  remains  at  home,  and  Katie,  who 
married  (;.  .1.  J^ankeiiau.  a  fanner  in(ireen  (iarden 
Tiiwnship. 

Mr.  Stellwageii  has  been  School  Trustee  for  the 
township  and  is  now  Director  of  his  district.  He 
is  independent  in  [lolitics.  voting  for  the  best  man 
or  for  the  principle  which,  in  his  judgment,  is  the 
prominent  issue  during  any  cam|iaign.  He  has 
served  on  both  grand  .-ind  petit  juries,  where  his 
intelligent  understanding  of  the  cases  preeented 
and  Ills  keen  sense  of  right  and  justice  make  him 
useful.  He  belongs  to  the  Evangelical  Church,  at 
Frankfort,  and  by  the  other  members  of  the  con- 
gregation, as  well  as  by  the  citizens  in  general,  he 
is  resiiected  as  bis  good  qu;ilities  ileserve. 


A.AIFS  FELL,  Postmaster  at  fireen  Garden, 
is  a  substantial  and  enterprising  farmer, 
whose  estate  on  section  30,  bears  every  mark 
of  tnreful  and  intelligent  tillage  and  con- 
stant imiirovement.  The  farm  comprises  one  Imn- 
dred  and  sixty  acres  of  tillable  laud  which  is 
divided  into  convenient  lields  b}'  well-keiit  hedge 
and  uther  fencing,  and  which  is  sujiplied  with  a 
full  set  of  farm  buildings  and  a  comfortable  resi- 
dence. The  land  Is  fertilized  by  living  water  and 
both  grain  and  stock  are  raised  to  advantage. 
Probably  the  most  noticeable  featuie  of  the  estate 
is  the  garden  in  which  the  owner  takes  great  de- 
light and  which  is  by  far  the  finest  and  best  kept 
in  the  township.  It  has  proved  the  source  of  a 
considerable  revenue  since  this  branch  of  horticul- 
ture was  undertaken  by  Mr.  Fell.  A  fine,  lar^e 
orchard  also  adds  to  the  \'alue  of  the  farm. 

Appleby.  Lincolnshire.  Fngland.  was    the    birtli- 
pbice  of  our  siiliji'ct  and   also    of    his    I'alher,  .lohn 
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Fell,  who  was  a  farm  laborer.  The  latter  wa? 
twice  married,  his  see(.)nil  wife  being  Mary  Houst, 
a  native  of  llie  same  sliirc  and  daughter  of  .lona- 
tlian  Iloust.  a  shoemai<er  in  Ludington.  The  , 
motlKi'  of  <mr  sultjeet  died  in  Krigland  and  the 
father  was  brought  to  Canada  by  his  son,  breathing 
his  last  in  the  Dominion  in  18G0  when  three-score 
and  ten  years  old.  Of  the  children  l)0i'n  to  this 
WDrtliy  c(.ui|ile  he  (if  whom  vvc  write  is  the  only 
survivor.  Jonathan,  .lolm  and  Mary  \.  are  de- 
ceased. 

The  natal  ilay  of  James  Fell  was  September  S. 
lS2fI.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  village  with 
but  limited  schi.iol  advantages  which  consisted  of 
an  uncertain  attendance  during  some  three  years. 
The  Ensj-Jisli  Testament  was  his  reading  book. 
When  eight  years  old  he  began  the  labors  of  life 
by  being  employed  to  keep  sparrows  and  other 
birds  out  of  gram  tields.  lie  received  seventy-five 
cents  [»■[■  Week  ivr  his  lalior,  aiid  as  he  grew  older 
lodk  up  farm  pursuits,  boarding  at  home  until 
thirtrcn  yenis  ohl.  wiien  lie  liired  i.)ut  by   the  v'ear.    , 

Tile  opportunities  affoi'dcd  a  farm  lalioi'er  in  Eng- 
land were   not    sullicient   to  satisfy  tlie  ambition  of 
\ou'ig    Fell,   and    he    tletermineil    to    emigrate,  to 
America,  lioping  to  better  his  condition.      He   was 
twenty-four    years    of   age   wiien.    in    .'\pril.  KS51, 
lie    left    Hull    on    the    sailer  "Meteor."     .Sm.allpox 
bidkc  out  on  the  vessel  and  upon  reaching  (Quebec    ! 
it  was  (piaiantinctl  a  wi'ek.      'Sir.  Fell  had   had    the 
tlisease.  but   in  a  ver\-  light   form,  and  as  soon  as  a    , 
lamling  coiihl   be  made  he  was  able  to  begin  work.    | 
He  labored  at  different  oecu[iatioiis  in  Canada  and  in 
Rochester.  N.  Y.,  for  some    time,  among    his    em-    ' 
ployments    being    that    of  a  teamster   for  a  store 
keeper.     In  l.s.j.1  he  removecl  to  Chatham,  County    \ 
Kent,    on    the  shores   o{  Lake  Erie,  where  he    op- 
erated  a  farm    for   ele\en    years.     Following   this 
were  various   means   of   gaining  a  livelihood    until 
Rlarcli  1),  l.^Ot;.  when  he  located  near  Joliet.  111. 

There  Mr.  I'ell  operated  a  rented  farm  a  year, 
after  which  he  bought  ftu'ly  acres  in  Gieen  Town- 
ship, section  111,  and  putting  up  asmall  house  made 
it  his  place  of  atiode.  He  cultivated  his  own  land 
and  rented  adjoining  acres  several  years,  tinalh- 
purch.asing  eighty  acres  of  his  present  estate.  This 
was  improved  land  to  which  he  subsequently  added 


eighty  acres  adjoining,  bringing  up  his  landed  es- 
tate to  two  hundred  acres,  from  which  he  subse- 
quently sold  forty. 

Six  yeai's  since  Mr.  Fell  received  the  appoint- 
ment of  Postmaster,  and  he  is  still  the  incumbent 
of  the  otlice.  For  three  years  he  proved  his  efti- 
ciency  as  a  School  Director.  He  is  an  active 
momlier  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  in 
the  ranks  of  the  Democratic  party  he  is  ever  found 
ready  to  cast  his  vote  for  its  candidates.  He  has 
served  on  the  grand  and  petit  juries.  As  a  citizen, 
interested  in  the  true  welfare  of  the  community,  as 
a  farmer  of  energy  and  progressive  ideas,  and  as  a 
man  of  high  principle,  he  is  alike  respected  by 
those  who  enj^iy  his  acquaintance. 

The  ladj'  who  presides  over  the  pleasant  home 
of  Mr.  Fell  was  born  in  Gresby,  Lincolnshire, 
May  11,  1829,  and  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Eliza- 
beth liamthorii.  The  ceremony  which  made  her 
iSIrs.  Fell  was  performed  in  England,  .lanuarj'  21, 
l!S;')l.  The  i.appy  uniein  has  been  l.ilest  by  the 
birth  of  nine  childieii,  of  whom  we  note  the  fol- 
lowing: John  and  Ifoliert  each  operate  eighty  acres 
of  land  in  Manhattan  Township,  this  county,  the 
former  making  his  home  in  the  village;  Thomas  is 
farming  at  Blue  Hill,  Neb.;  George  is  working  out 
in  the  same  State;  James,  Jr.,  is  assistant  Postmas- 
ter under  his  father;  Edward  resides  at  home  and 
0|ieratt's  the  farm;  Mary  A.  married  Cornelius 
Fennick,  a  farmer  in  Nebraska;  Odessa  is  the  wife 
of  Dr.  Goodrich,  of  Peotone;  Ann  still  remains 
under  the  parental  roof. 


\\  UNGO  PATTERSON  is  a  typical  reiire- 
sentative  of  the  hard}-,  industrious,  intelli- 
gent Scotch  pioneers  of  Wil4'  County  who 
have  been  so  useful  in  developing  its  rich 
agricultural  resources.  Coming  here  in  the  early 
days  of  the  settlement  of  Wheathmd  Township,  he 
identified  himself  with  its  farmers  and  stock-raisers, 
and  js  still  living  on  the  farm  he  then  bought 
from  the  Government  when  it  was  a  tract  of  wdd 
land. 

Mr.  Patt(>rson  was  born    in    Dumfrieshire,  Scot- 
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land,  September  22,  1814.  He  w.is  a  son  of  John 
and  Jane  (Hall)  Patterson,  natives  of  Scotland.  lie 
is  the  oldest  son  of  his  father's  family  and  lias  Iwo 
brothers.  .lames  and  Daniel,  livinu  in  \\'lie.'ill;uid 
Township.  "Our  subject  passed  his  e.-irly  life  i>n  lii> 
native  heath  and  gained  his  education  in  tin-  local 
school.  In  1.S41.  desiring  to  make  more  (if  life 
than  he  could  in  the  land  of  his  birth,  he  emi- 
grated to  America,  taking  passage  at  Livcipdul, 
and  after  an  ocean  voyage  of  six  weeks  landed  in 
the  great  metropolis  of  this  country.  From  there 
he  proceeded  to  Wayne  County.  X.  Y.,  whcie  he 
spent  the  ensuing  years  until  the  spring  of  1844, 
when  lie  made  his  wjiy  to  Illinui';.  He  came  to 
this  county  and  bought  one  Inindred  and  twentv 
acres  of  laiul  from  the  Goieinment.  paj'ing  there- 
for jsl. 2.-1  per  acie.  He  settled  on  it  before  there 
was  a  finriiw  turned  or  any  improvements  had 
been  made.  Il  tnnk  many  yeai's  of  hard  and  per- 
■  sistent  labor  to  firing  it  to  its  present  fine  condi- 
tion, with  it.s  wrll-tilled  fields  and  ample  buildings, 
and  all  things  necessary  for  its  successful  manage- 
ment, lie  h.is  added  to  its  acreage,  and  it  now 
contains  one  hundred  and  ninety  acres  of  valuable 
land. 

Mr.  Patterson  was  married  in  the  .State  of  New 
York,  in  |si2.  taking  unto  himself  for  a  wife  Miss 
Agnes  Clow,  who  was,  like  iumself.  born  in  Seot- 
laml.  Her  father.  Robert  Clow,  was  an  early  set- 
tlor of  Wheatland  Township.  By  his  marriage  our 
subject  became  the  father  of  six  children,  of  whom 
the  following  five  are  still  living:  John,  in  Indi- 
ana; Roljcrt,  in  Du  Page  Township;  Sarah,  wife  of 
Robet  Wightman.  in  Wheatland  Townsliip;  Will- 
iam, in  Du  Page  Township,  and  Adam,  in  Wheat- 
land Township. 

In  January.  1890,  Mr.  Patterson  met  with  a 
great  loss  in  t!ie  death  of  his  wife,  who  had  been 
his  devote<l  wife  and  comiianion  for  nearh-  half  a 
century".  She  was  a  woman  of  high  character,  w  hose 
great  kindness  of  heart  and  other  sterling  qualities 
gaincil  her  the  warm  affection  and  the  sincere  re- 
spect of  all  who  came  in  contact  with  her.  and 
many  mourn  the  loss  of  that  lovable  woman. 

^Ir.  Patteison  has  not  been  an  idle  spectator  in 
watching  the  growth  of  the  county,  but  has  done 
his   full  share   of  the  pioneer    labors  necessary  to 


redeem  it  from  the  hand  of  Nature.  The  weary 
days  of  toil,  privation  and  h.ard^liip  that  he  then 
endured  long  ago  eame  to  an  c^nd.  and  now.  in  the 
derline  <if  life,  lie  is  reaping  his  rew.ard  in  llie  eoiii- 
forlalile  home  that  he  has  established  ami  in  llie 
enjoyment  of  the  ample  competence  that  his  shrewd 
management  of  his  interests  has  brought  him.  lie 
inherited  in  a  large  degree  the  excellent  traits  of 
eharaeter  for  which  the  Scotch  are  noted,  and 
these  have  ni.aih^  him  a  good  citizen,  ami  a  kin  1 
neigliboi',  and  have  made  his  domestii'  relations 
felicitous.  A  truly  religious  man.  whosi'  life  is  an 
exemplifit-atioii  of  his  Christian  views,  he  is  a  faith- 
ful member  of  the  Presbyt(M-ian  Church  and  is  es- 
teemed by  all  who  know  him,  Mi'.  Patterson  has 
ser\-ed  as  a  ScIkioI  I  )ireetor  and  has  done  vMiat  he 
could,  in  various  ways,  to  [iromote  the  educational, 
moral  and  mateii.al  well-being  of  W'heatl.'iud  Town- 
ship. Ill  his  political  \  icws  1k'  is  .-i  slam'li  Pcpuli- 
licaii  and  has  long  alliliated  with  ihat  iiart\'. 

J^TLLARI)  WOOD,  founder  of  Crete,  bears 
the  distinction  of  being  one  of  the  oldest 
W^  settlers  in  this  part  of  Will  County.  He 
came  to  this  region  about  1  s;j(:;.  and  lirst  secured 
the  southeast  eighty  acres  on  ser-tion  s.  and  the 
southwest  eighty  acres  on  section  '.).  which  is  now 
all  included  in  the  village  limits  and  lie  likewise 
purchased  other  Land,  lie  encouraged  people  to 
emigrate  liithir  by  free  donations  to  private  parties 
and  gave  a  lot  to  the  Methodisit  Episcopal  and  the 
Congregational  Churches,  liesides assisting  in  erect- 
ing the  church  buildings.  He  has  been  interested 
in  the  growth  and  ilevelopment  of  the  town  since 
its  organization  and  has  proven  no  unimpoitant 
factor  in  promoting  its  material   interests. 

Mr.  Wood  assisted  in  building  the  first  school- 
hoiisi'  in  Crete  4'ownsliip.  and  olliciated  as  the 
lirst  ped.agogue  in  this  township,  in  the  year  I8;}S. 
He  served  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  from  18;38  un- 
til sometime  in  the  '.'iOs  ami  has  been  for  the  last 
four  years  a  Police  Justice,  serving  as  such  since 
the  incorporation  of  the  town  in  1.S8|.  For  (ifty 
3ears   he  has    been    an   attorney-at-law,    being    ad- 
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mitted  to  practice  in  Illinois,  at  Joliet,  about  for- 
ty-seven years  ago.  He  was  for  a  number  of  years 
the  Postmaster  of  Crete,  receiving  his  tii'st  ai)point- 
raent  tbrougli  the  influence  of  the  late  Long  John 
Wentworth,  of  Chicago,  who  was  then  serving  his 
first  term  in  Congress. 

About  1S4S  Mr.  Wood  erected  the  Crete  Hotel, 
whieh  was  the  (irst  frame  building  of  its  kind  in 
tlie  i>l;ice  and  the  first  public  house  in  this  part  of 
the  county.  Within  it  he  had  a  jmblic  hall  in 
whicli  at  the  opening  of  the  lnuise  were  entertained 
many  of  the  notable  men  o(  Chicago,  including 
llenrv  V,.  Clark,  also  Col.  Fake.  Dr.  Allen  and 
Robert  Duncan  of  .bjliet,  together  with  their  wives. 
The  original  hotel  was  later  supplanted  by  the 
present  one.  which,  with  the  e.xceiition  of  a  few 
years,  has  also  l.ieen  conducted  by  Mr. Wood  and  is 
located  on  land  which  he  purchased  from  the  (;ov- 
ernmsnt  in  1><.'38.  At  that  lime  he  was  without 
means,  and  secured  the  land  through  the  kindness 
of  Mr.  Charles  Walker,  a  merchant  of  Chicago,  to 
ivhoni  lie  paid  '^'i  l-'^  per  cent,  interest  for  three 
years,  lie  has  sincr  <)WMed  considerable  land  it; 
Crete  Township,  ami  lias  now  one  lHindre<l  acres 
besides  property  in  llic   village. 

'I'Ir-  summer  of  IS.'IC,  witnessed  the  first  advent 
of  Mr.  Wooil  into  \\\\\  County,  to  whirl-,  he  emi 
gr.-ited  from  Morristown.  ^■t..  where  he  was  ])artly 
reared  and  obtained  his  educ.aticui.  He  studied 
law  and  taught  school  about  five  terms  befoi'e  his 
niarriaiic.  Ilis  native  [ilacc  was  in  IJandolpli,  Vt., 
.•lud  llu'  date  of  his  birth  August  2S.  isiis.  Ho  is 
therefore  .appro.aehing  t  he  eighty -second  year  of  his 
aije.  He  comi's  of  stanch  Xew  England  stock  and 
ancestry,  being  the  son  of  Thomas  Wood,  a  native 
of  Msissachusetts.  His  paternal  graudfat'ier.  also 
named  Thomas  Wood,  was  born  in  Aermont  ami 
came  of  English  aueesti-y.  lie  followed  farming 
all  his  life  and  died  at  liandolph  at  the  advauced 
age  of  eighty-four  yeai-s. 

Thomas  Wood  .Ir..  the  f.ather  of  our  subjec', 
oicw  to  manhood  in  the  Green  Mount.'iin  State  and 
after  attaining  his  majority  engaged  in  farming 
on  his  own  account.  Cpon  the  outbreak  of  the 
War  of  li^!--  he  was  one  of  the  first  jiatriots  to  en- 
list for  a  service  of  live  years  if  necessary,  and  lie 
participated  in  many  a  hard-fought  battle.     About 


the  close  of  the  war,  while  in  the  Burlington  Bar- 
r.acks  at  Colchester.  Vt.,  he  contracted  a  fever  from 
which  he  died  in  1815.  He  was  then  in  the  prime 
of  life,  only  about  forty-three  years  old  and  pre- 
sented a  fine  specimen  of  maniiood  both  physicallj' 
and  mentally".  By  trade  he  was  a  blacksmith  and 
woiked  at  this  in  and  around  Middleburj',  Vt.,  in 
partnership  with  a  Mr.  Denison. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Ruby  Newland.  She  was  a  native  of  Massachu- 
setts and  after  the  decease  of  her  husband  was 
married  to  John  Moxley  and  they  settled  in  Mor- 
ristown, \i.,  where  Mr.  Moxley  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty -seven  j-ears.  He  served  as  Quartermaster  in 
a  Connecticut  Regiment  during  the  Revolutionary 
War.  B3'  trade  he  was  a  tailor,  which  he  followed 
before  entering  and  after  leaving  the  armv.  After 
his  death  Mrs.  Moxley  came  to  Illinois  with  her 
son  Charles,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Will  County 
after  attaining  her  three-score  and  ton  years.  Like 
Mr.  Moxley  she  was  a  Universalist  in  religious  be- 
lief. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  the  youngest  but 
one,  of  five  sons  and  c>iie  daughter.  He  and  his 
younger  brother,  Charles,  the  latter  of  Fariliault. 
Minn.,  arc  the  only  sui-vivors  of  the  fauiily.  \\'ill- 
ard  was  first  married  in  .Alorristinvn.  \'t..  .Ma\-  I. 
IS.")."),  to  Miss  Diantha  S.  Boarduiau,  a  sister  of  the 
late  Judge  Boardman.  formerly  of  Jtiliet.  Mrs. 
Wood  was  of  New  England  parentage  and  ances- 
try and  English  desecnt.  .She  was  born,  reared 
■•iiid  educated  in  Morristown.  Vt..  and  for  several 
terms  was  a  teaeluu-  in  the  public  schools  of  her 
native.'  t-ouuty.  For  a  tinu' during  the  earlier  years 
of  llu'ir  aeijuaiiilance  she  was  a  pupil  of  her  hus- 
band. She  accompanied  hiui  to  Illinois  and  as- 
siste(l  him  in  uainiiig  a  tVxitliold  remaiuiui;'  his 
faithful  anil  devoteil  eompauioii  until  her  death. 
This  oecairred  at  her  home  in  Crete,  in  I81I0.  when 
she  was  fifty-four  years  uld.  having  been  born  in 
IS]  1.  Her  Iwother.  .ludge  B:>ardman,  also  died  at 
the  home  of  Mr.  Wool,  his  decease  taking  place 
;ifter  that  of  his  sister. 

.Mrs.  Diantha  Wood  was  the  mother  of  seven  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  are  living,  married  and  have 
families.  Sabina  D.  is  the  wife  of  Robert  B.  Mil- 
ler and  tliey   li\e  on  a    farm    in   Crete    Township; 
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Fidelia  L.  married  Daniel  E.  Ilewes.  a  .Iiistiee  of  llio 
Peace  and  Notary  Public  of  Crete:  ]>ydia  M.  is 
the  wife  of  Congressman  Cl)arl2s  A.  Hill,  of  -lol- 
iet,  representing  tbe  Eighth  District;  Marian  is  the 
wife  of  A.  H.  Sraitli  and  they  live  on  a  farm  in 
Crete  Township;  Williard  S.  married  Miss  Molly 
Moore,  a  fruit  grower  of  Glendora,  Cal.;  William 
Irwin  married  Jliss  Elvia  Hewes,  the  present  pro- 
prietor of  the  Wood  Hotel  at  Crete;  Marcus  M. 
married  Miss  .Jessie  Wood  and  is  clerk  and  corres- 
pondent for  an  engine  and  mining  niachiner\- 
manufacturing  company  in  Chicago. 

In  1869,  Mr.  Wood  contracted  a  second  mar- 
riage, in  Batavia,  N.  Y.,  with  Mrs.  Eliza  (Sellcek) 
Nortiiruii,  widow  of  Normal  Xorthnip.  who  died 
in  Monee,  where  he  was  engaged  in  trade.  Mrs. 
Eliza  Wood  was  born  in  Connecticut.  .She  grew 
to  womanhood  in  her  native  place  acquiring  a  com- 
mon-school education  and  was  there  married  to  I\Ir. 
Northrup.  The  two  children  born  of  that  union 
are  both  deceased.  This  lady  died  at  her  honu' 
in  Crete  when  nearly  seventy-five  years  old.  In 
religion  she  was  a  Universalist,  belonging  to  tlu^ 
Church  at  Blue  Island.  Mr.  Wood  is  liberal  in 
his  religious  views  and  in  politics  .an  uncom- 
promising Democrat.  He  preserves  his  faculties 
in  a  remarkalile  degree,  being  able  to  read  williout 
the  aid  of  glasses  and  being  remarkalily  bright 
anil  active  for  one  of  his  years.  He  takes  |)ridc 
in  the  fact  that  he  has  twenty-three  grand-childreu 
.and  two  great-grandchildren. 

ETER  W.  SPANGLER,  is  prosperously 
engaged  in  the  livery  business  in  Plain- 
lield.  He  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
born  at  Centre  Hill,  Centre   County,  April 

4.  1S3G.  His  father.  John  Spangler,  was  a  nalive 
of  the  same   cfiunty.  while   his   grandfather,  Peter 

5.  .Spangler,  is  thought  to  have  been  liorn  in  Lan- 
caster County,  in  the  same  state,  and  was  reared, 
married  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  the  Kejstonc 
State.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  to  farm- 
ing but  afterwards  learned  the  trade  of  cabinet 
making,  which  he  did  not  follow  long,  however,  but 


went  back  to  his  first  vocation,  buying  a  farm  after 
his  marriage,  at  Centre  Hill.  He  resided  there  till 
1846,  when  he  emigrateil  to  Illinois  with  wife  .anil 
twelve  children,  coming  overland  with  a  [lair  of 
horses  and  a  wagon  and  a  carriage  drawn  by  one 
horse,  the  journey  consuming  three  weeks  and 
three  days.  Mr.  Spangler  had  been  here  before 
pros[)ecting.  and  had  bought  two  farms  localeil  in 
Plainfield  Townshi|i.  the  one  on  which  he  settled 
being  well-improved,  and  provided  with  good 
buildings.  There  were  no  railways  in  Illinois  at 
that  time,  and  Chicago  was  the  nearest  market. 
He  lived  on  his  farm  some  years  and  then  retired 
to  Joliet,  where  he  resided  till  his  death,  he  having 
accumulated  an  ample  com|)etence  that  sntliced  for 
all  his  wants.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was 
Catherine  Stemm.  and  she  was  liiji-n  in  Centre 
Count}',  Pa.,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Adam  Stemm, 
a  native  of 'the  same  state.  She  died  on  the  home 
farm  smiie  years  before  her  hnsliainl.  They  reared 
a  family  of  fourteen  children,  nine  sons  and  five 
ilaughters. 

Peter  Spangler  was  leu  years  old  when  he  came 
to  this  country  with  his  [larents,  and  he  was  here 
reared  to  agririiitiiial  pursuits.  At  eighl,een  vi'ars 
of  age  he  commenced  lo  leaiii  thetradeof  a  plasterer 
at  Plainfield.  and  workerl  at  that  liei-e  for  a  lime, 
and  was  then  engaged  al  it  in  Cedar  b'.-ipids,  Iowa, 
for  a  while.  He  retui-ned  to  I'lain  lieldlirfore  I  he 
war.  and  joineil  a  company  of  lighl  inftnitr\  ,  whirh 
was  sent  to  Caii'o  by  tlie  govei'iioi-  .-it  the  lirsl  call 
for  troops,  and  was  llirre  nnislerrd  inlo  sei  vice  as 
Co.  K,  10th  Illinois  lialtery.  Our  subject  proved 
that  he  had  good,  sijldicily  ipialitirs,  and  he  did 
faithful  service  in  defense  of  the  Inion  during  the 
three  months  that  he  was  in  the  army,  that  being 
the  length  of  the  term  of  enlistment  of  his  regi- 
ment. Al  the  close  of  th.at  lime  he  was  obliged 
to  abandon  mihtaiy  life  on  account  of  ill  health, 
and  for  nearly  two  years  thereafter  lie  w;i<  unable 
to  do  any  manual  labor.  He  sul)ser]uentl\-  lesiimed 
his  trade,  which  he  soon  gave  up  to  give  his  .atten- 
tion to  farming,  and  w.as  thus  engaged  in  farming  on 
his  father's  farm  during  the  following. live  years.  Al 
the  end  of  that  time  he  relurned  to  Plainfield,  and 
three  j-ears  later  entered  upon  his  present  business 
.as  the   keeper  of  a  livery  stable  and   a  trader  in 
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horses,  his  dealings  extending  to  all  points  between 
here  and  Chicago.  He  has  quite  an  aptitude  for 
this  calling,  being  a  good  judge  of  iiorse  tlesli.  and 
possessing  tlic  requisite  shrow<ln('ss  and  sagaeily 
neeessar}^  for  the  business.  [lis  livery  stabk-  is 
well  managed  and  well  patronized. 

Mr.  Spangler  has  had  the  good  fortune  to  secure 
Ji  good  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  ^Lary  Lee.  and 
to  whom  he  was  united  in  marriage  in  187ii.  Two 
children  complete  their  liouscliold  circle,  Roy  and 
Merton. 

Mr.  Spangler  is  a  sturdy  Democrat  in  politics; 
socially,  he  is  identifit-d  with  the  \.  V.  \-  A.  M. 
as  a  member  of  Plaintield  Lodge.  No.  f>'M}.  He 
possesses  good  business  qualifications,  is  cntcri)ris- 
ing,  and  knows  how  to  conduct  his  transactions  to 
the  best  advantage.  He  is  kind  hearted  and  gen- 
erous, ever  read}-  to  do  a  favor,  and  is  well-liked 
by  his  neighbors. 


'ri^ATHANn':L  LARXS.  Li  all  the  )iroad 
I  j)  exjianse  of  the  iMississi|ipi  \allcy,  no  liner 
J^r^.  fartns  can  be  found  than  the  I'rairie  Stale 
can  boast.  The  a^ricultuiisls  iif  this  State  are 
generally  Uicn  of  unlidunded  energy  and  i^iidd 
judgnu'nt.  under  whose  careful  management,  the 
fertiU' soil  yielils  abundantly  of  gi.ildcn  urain  ami 
various  fruits  in  their  .se.ason.  In  this  county, 
.Toilet  Township  is  not  beliiml  other  sections  in 
attractive  and  remunerative  farms.  ( >nc  of  these  is 
owned  and  occu[>ied  b)-  the  subject  of  this  skelch 
and  comprises  one  hundred  and  sixty  ,aci-es  on 
section    .'M. 

In  the  Empire  Stale  many  years  ago  a  balie  w;is 
liorn,  who  grew  to  womanhuod  li.'aiing  the  name 
of  Rachael  MctJinnis.  In  the  neiuhboring  St;iti' 
of  Connecticut  was  born  and  reared  Isaac  Barns, 
who  met  ami  married  the  worthy  young  woman, 
makinn'  a  home  in  IJ  ickland  County,  N.  Y.,  whei'e 
Ihey  reared  a  family  of  twelve  children,  of  whom 
tliesnbject  of  this  sketch  is  the  sixth. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  boiii  in 
Haverstraw,  in  the  i-onnly  alxne  mentioned,  .luiic 
18,  1818.      He  grew    to    manhood   on    his    father's 


farm,  early  becoming  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
the  details  of  agricultural  life  and  the  enterprises 
connected  therewith,  and  assisting  as  his  strength 
would  permit  in  the  work  of  the  home.  He  also 
obtained  a  good  practical  knowledge  of  the  more 
im[iortant  branches  of  education.  Two  3'ears 
were  spent  by  him  in  the  State  of  'V'irginia,  but 
with  this  exception  he  continued  to  make  his  home 
uijon  the  parental  estate  until  he  was  thirty  years 
of  age.  During  this  time  lie  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  stock  dealing,  and  for  nine  years  in  the 
butchering  business. 

In  the  spring  of  18.j8,  Mr.  ISarns  turneil  his 
t(,)Otsteps  westward  and  reaching  this  country,  pur- 
cha.sed  a  farm  and  identified  himself  with  the  cit- 
izens of  Illinois.  Here  he  has  since  lived,  success- 
fully carrying  on  his  chosen  work  and  while 
securing  to  his  family  the  comforts  of  life  Laying 
ihe  foundation  for  ease  in  his  declining  years. 
His  farm  contains  all  the  improvements  which 
mark  the  homes  of  the  better  class  of  farmers,  the 
buildings  comprising  a  full  set  of  adequate  and 
substantial  structures,  and  a  good  sup|)ly  of  im- 
|)roved  machinery  and  im|jlements  being  fimnd  iri 
use  thereon. 

An  im|)ortant  step  iu  llie  life  of  (.air  suliji'ct  was 
taken  iu  Westchester  County.  X.  Y..  October  1, 
IS  I;),  when  he  led  to  the  hymeneid  altar  ,\Iiss  Mary 
K.  Tliiell.  This  lady  was  born  in  Koekland  County 
in  18".i9,  and  is  a  daughlcr  of  .)acoI>  and  Susan 
(VonBnskirk)  Thicll.  who  were  n.ativesof  the  same 
countv.  where  the  father  died.  The  mother 
bi-eatheil  her  last  in  Newhurg.  Orange  County. 
.All's.  Barns  is  a  woman  of  exceptionally  line  char- 
acter, strong,  tender,  and  line,  "whom  to  know  is 
a  liberal  education."  She  has  been  an  able  assistant 
to  her  husband,  by  her  wise  economy  and  prudent 
inanagemeut  aiiling  iu  the  a(>eumiilalion  of  their 
|>resent  means,  while  to  her  children  she  has  been  a 
devoted  mother,  rearing  them  to  useful  and  honor- 
able lives.  The  affairs  of  her  own  household  have 
not  taken  her  entire  thought,  but  siie  has  been  read3' 
for  neighborly  deeds  of  kindness  and  sympathizing 
interest  in  all  worthy    movements. 

To  Mr.  and  Airs.  Barns  ten  children  have  been 
born,  of  whom  (icorgc  .Inlian,  Rosalia,  Grace, 
Nathaniel   Jr.,    Lizzie.  .lolin   and    Blanche  are  j'et 
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living;  Emily  A.,  Isaac  aud  Edward  are  deceased. 
In  politics  Mr.  Barns  is  a  Democrat  and  to  the 
party  of  his  choice  he  never  fails  to  give  liis  vote 
and  personal  influence.  He  has  held  the  ofHces  of 
School  Director  and  Assistant  Sujiervisor,  faith- 
fully discharging  the  duties  imposed  upon  him,  and 
manifesting  a  deep  interest  in  the  public  welfare. 
As  a  good  farmer,  a  reliable  citizen,  and  au  honor- 
able man.  he  is  regarded  with  respect  by  his  fellow- 
men,  particularly  in  this  section  where  so  many 
years  of  his  life  have  been  spent  and  where  he  is  so 
well  knmvn. 

/pN,  HARLKS  UrCE.  AiLhough  the  life  of  a 
(11  -,  farmer  may  be  devoid  of  tlie  excitement  and 
'^^'  many  of  the  hazards  of  citj-  life,  it  is  a  field 
for  the  exeicise  of  as  higli  a  degree  of  tact,  keen- 
ness of  judgment,  and  foresight  .as  anj-  pursuit  in 
which  man  can  engage.  The  sight  of  "green  things 
growing,"  which  he  lias  sown  ami  cultivated,  af- 
fords a  pleasurable  sensation,  to  which  is  .added  the 
knowledge  that  sustenance  is  at  hand  whatever 
limits  may  be  furnished  by  "corners"  of  speculators, 
to  liie  price  the  agriculturist  receives  for  that  which 
has  cost  him  so  much  labor. 

The  gentleman  with  whose  name  this  sketch  is 
introduced  is  a  Prussian  b}-  birth  and  ancestry. 
His  father,  Christ  Huge,  died  at  tiie  age  of  sixty 
years  from  overwork  wliile  cradling  grain,  the  sad 
event  occurring  when  our  subject  was  nine  years 
of  age.  The  widowed  mother,  formerly  Miss 
Clnislina  Trouf.  followed  her  son  to  America  four 
j'cars  after  his  arrival  on  the  shores  of  the  New 
AVorld,  and  died  in  Chicago,  III.,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-three  jears.  She  belongeil  to  the  l.ullicran 
Church. 

Tiie  natal  d.ay  of  Charles  Ruge  was  September 
2,  1829,  and  he  is  the  youngest  of  the  four  chil- 
dren, comprising  the  parental  family.  He  was 
reared  and  educated  in  his  native  land  of  Prussia, 
and  when  twenty-four  years  old  left  it  to  seek  a 
broader  field  for  his  energies  in  the  I'nited  States. 
He  took  passage  at  Hamburg  on  the  "New  Doner." 
a  sailing-vessel,  which  anchored  in  New  York  Har 


bor,  after  an  ocean  voyage  of  five  weeks  and  three 
days.  He  at  orce  came  to  Chicago.  111.,  where  he 
landed  ifb  in  debt,  but  filled  with  the  determined 
spirit  which  has  secured  fiu-  him  a  comfortable 
fortune. 

Mr.  Ruge  secured  work  in  Dn  Page  Count}'  as 
a  farm  laborer,  and  four  years  after  his  arrival 
tliere  took  a  companion  and  set  up  housekeei)ing 
on  rented  propertj-.  He  farmed  as  a  renter  five 
j'cars  in  liloomingdale  Township,  after  which  he 
removed  to  Will  County,  and  purchasing  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  land  in  Washington 
Township,  began  his  well-directed  efforts  to  scure 
a  home  and  fortune.  By  subsequent  purchase  he 
added  eighty  acres  to  his  landed  estate,  which  is 
located  on  sections  35  and  36,  and  now  li.as  two 
good  sets  of  buildings  upon  it.  His  efforts  were 
ably  secon<lcd  by  his  wife,  and  with  her  assistance 
and  that  of  the  family  in  later  years,  Mr.  Ruge  has 
succeeded  in  making  a  fine  farm.  His  pleasant 
dwelling  is  situated  ou  section  35,  and  is  supplied 
with  an  abundance  of  good  cheer. 

The  lady  who  presides  over  tho  domestic  econ- 
omy bore  the  name  of  Minnie  Zerzov.  She  was 
born  in  Prussia,  April  9,  1810,  and  is  a  daughter 
of  Fred  anil  Fredricka  (Wagner)  Zerzov,  who 
were  natives  of  the  same  Kingdom  as  the  daugh- 
ter. The  father  served  his  country  .as  a  soldier  for 
some  time,  and  died  when  but  thirty-five  years  of 
age  from  disease  contracted  while  in  the  arm}-. 
I\Irs.  Ruge,  who  was  the  youngest  child,  was  a  year 
old  at  the  time  of  her  father's  ilecease.  She  ob- 
tained a  good  education  \n\nv  to  her  eighteenth 
year,  wiien  she  bade  adieu  to  her  native  land  and 
set  forth  alone  to  gain  a  maintenance  in  America. 
Leaving  Hamburg  in  Novemlier,  1857,  she  landed 
in  New  York  City  after  a  long  sea  voyage  on  the 
••Louis  Nai)oleoii,"  ami  at  once  I'ame  to  Chicago 
and  secured  employment  as  a  domestic. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ruge  are  the  parents  of  thirteen 
children,  whose  record  is  as  follows:  Heni'}-,  Rob- 
ert and  John  died  in  childhood;  Charles,  who  mar- 
ried Carrie  (irabe.  is  a  clerk  in  a  ^-roeery  store  in 
Chicago;  Eva  is  the  wife  of  Herman  Hack,  who 
lives  on  a  farm  in  Iroquois  Count}-;  Herman,  who 
operates  a  part  of  his  father's  farm,  married  Anna 
Meyer;    Bertha  married    Henry   Meyer   and    they 
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live   on    a   farm  in    Lake  Count\',  Ind.;  William 

clerks  in  a  drygouiis  store  in  Cliicago,  his  wife 
liaving  borne  tbe  maiden  name  of  Dora  Mej'er; 
Alvina  is  tbe  wife  of  Otto  Knutli,  a  raacliinist  in 
Chicago;  Emma  and  Minnie,  twins,  also  live  in 
Chicago;  Henry  and  Amel  are  at  home. 

In  his  political  views  and  in  the  casting  of  his 
vote  Mr.  Ruge  is  strictly-  independent.  He  and 
his  wife  lielong  to  the  Evangelical  Church  of  North 
.\merica.  They  have  the  respect  of  their  acquaint- 
ances for  the  industry  and  good  principles'  which 
have  characterized  their  lives  and  llio  kindliness 
thej'  manifest  toward  mankin<l. 


ONRAD  C.  BRAl'N.  now  deceased,  was 
l)0rn  in  Frankfort-on-the-Maiu.  (Germany. 
.January  17,  ls:iri,  and  in  his  native  land 
was  reared  to  manhood.  From  his  fathci'  he  learned 
the  trade  of  a  car|icnter,  which  he  followed  iinlil 
lie  came  to  Americ.i  in  IM."i(j.  His  first  sojourn  was 
made  in  liuftalo,  N.  '>'.,  where  he  remained  but  a 
short  time  ere  removing  to  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  in 
which  I'ity  ho  was  employed  at  the  marble  wiu'ks 
about  a  year.  He  then  came  to  .loliet.  III.,  where 
he  continued  the  same  occupation  for  a  time  as  an 
employe  and  then  engaged  in  the  marble  business 
on  liis  own  account,  following  it  about  ten  years- 
He  next  became  foreman  in  the  stone  shops  at  the 
penitientiar^-.  holding  the  position  four  years. 

We  next  find  Mr.  Braun  in  the  emiiloy  of  the 
Solar  Stove  Works  for  two  years  as  an  ornamental 
pattern  maker.  His  ne.xt  enterprise  was  the  jiur- 
chase  of  the  Chicago  House  and  the  emplo3-mcnt  cif 
his  faculties  as  the  landlord  of  that  hostelry  which 
he  conducted  four  years.  He  then  bought  a  tract 
of  land  just  east  of  Joliet  upon  which  he  started  a 
graperj'.  From  that  time  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  IMay  2,  1888,  he  was  engaged  in  vinicult- 
ure. He  met  with  a  marked  degree  of  success  in 
the  business  to  which  he  devoted  his  later  years 
and  owned  one  of  the  most  beautiful  graperies  to 
be  seen  in  a  large  extent  of  territory.  It  affords 
a  charming  feature  in  the  landscape  during  tlie 
summer    season    and   when    the    vines    are  loaded 


with  their  rich  fruit.  It  is  near  Oakwood  Cemetery, 
on  land  well  adapted  for  the  purpose,  and  pleasantly 
located. 

The  first  wife  of  Mr.  Braun  was  Helen,  rlaugliter 
of  Andrew  Smith.  She  was  the  mother  of  three 
children  but  one  of  whom  is  living.  This  is  a  son, 
George  C,  viho  is  engaged  in  the  marble  business 
in  St.  Louis,  Mo.  Mrs.  Helen  Braun  died  in  Joliet, 
May  18,  18G-I.  Mr.  Braun  contracted  a  second 
matrimonial  alliance,  marrying  Miss  Catherine 
Bactelmuller  who  died  in  Joliet,    October  1,  1864. 

^Ir.  Braun  was  .again  married,  in  Joliet,  the 
ceremony  taking  place  December  8,  1864,  and  the 
bride  being  Mrs.  Antoiiia  (Sartori)  Mutz.  This 
lady  was  born  in  Baden,  German}',  on  New  Year's 
D.ay,  1829,  and  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  to  our 
subject,  was  the  widow  of  Hugo  Mutz.  Her  first 
marriage  resulted  in  the  birth  of  five  children,  the 
only  one  now  living  being  Josephine,  who  is  the 
wife  of  William  Kuhn.  To  her  second  husband 
Mrs.  Braun  bore  three  children — Rudoljih  L.,  Net- 
tie M.,  and  Conrad  M.;  Nettie  is  now  the  wife  of 
Christian  Pasold.  Since  the  death  of  Mr.  Braun 
the  widow  and  her  eldest  son  have  taken  charge  of 
the  place,  and  are  successfully  carr3-ing  on  the  en- 
terprise l>egun  liy  our  suliject. 


AR.MAN  DEUTSCIIMAN.  There  are  many 
,  rural  homes  in  Will  County  so  attractive 
that  they  clearly  disprove  the  idea  iield  by 
some  residents  of  cities,  that  farm  life  is 
surrounded  only  by  what  is  rude,  uncultivated  and 
unpleasing.  The  estate  of  the  gentleman  who  is 
the  subject  of  this  brief  sketch,  is  one  of  these  well 
regulated  farms,  upon  which  a  complete  line  of  im- 
provements is  to  be  seen,  the  buildings  being  first 
class  in  style  and  construction,  and  sufficiently 
numerous  to  fill  all  the  wants  of  the  owner.  The 
home  farm  comprises  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
on  section  34,  Jackson  Township,  and  another 
quarter  section  in  the  same  township  is  owned  b}' 
Mr.  Deutschman. 

The  natal  da}'  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
February  25,  1851,  his   birthplace  was   the  Empire 
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of  Girmuny.  In  the  spring  of  1865,  he  crossed  the 
Atlantic  and  joined  his  father,AVilliam  Deutschman, 
in  Illinois.  The  father  had  come  to  this  country 
in  18.55,  and  lived  in  Juliet  and  Jackson  Townships, 
in  the  latter  of  which  he  departed  this  life  in  1875. 
His  son  Ilarman  remained  with  him  until  his  death, 
engaged  in  agricidtural  pursuits,  and  gaining  in 
intelligence  and  ahilitj'  year  Ijy  jear. 

In  the  fail  of  1870,  our  subject  led  to  the  hynic- 
ne.nl  altar  Miss  Sarah,  daughter  of  Abraham  Gock- 
icy,  of  Jackson  Township,  wiiose  liiograpliy 
occupies  another  page  in  this  Ai.i'.iM.  The  bride 
w.is  born  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  Se[)tember  25, 
185:?.  and  was  well  educated  and  reared  to  useful 
habits  ami  with  the  best  of  [xinciples.  She  belongs 
to  the  German  I'.aptist  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Deutschman  have  eight  children  living,  namely; 
Clara.  Franklin  A.,  Ella.  Anna,  ^\'allace  J.,  Minnie, 
Josephine  and  Mola.  They  lost  a  son,  Aaron,  in 
his  infancy.  Mr.  Deutschman  li.as  not  sought  otli- 
cial  honors  but  is  ever  read}-  to  cast  his  vote  in  the 
interests  of  the  Democratic  party.  lie  has  served 
as  School  Director.  lie  has  so  conducted  himself 
:is  to  wiu  respect  as  a  citizen,  neighbor  and  private 
individual. 


^,  OSEPH  HUNTP:R.  Sr.  is  one  of  the  oldest 
settlers  of  Frankfort  Township,  the  owner 
of  a  large  landed  estate  and  an  extensive 
agriculturist.  His  home  farm  is  the  south- 
east quarter  of  section  13,  on  which  is  a  line  large 
residence  and  other  substantial  and  commodious 
buildings,  among  them  being  a  win<linill  and  tank. 
and  a  barn  72x100  feet,  which  is  capable  of  hold- 
ing three  hundred  tons  of  hay.  Mr.  Hunter  owns 
six  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  this  tow-nship,  all 
well  fenced  and  supplied  with  tenant  houses,  feed 
jards,  orchards,  and  all  improvements  which  char- 
acterize the  estates  of  enterprising  farmers.  In 
Cook  County  he  owns  three  hundred  and  tnentv 
acres,  and  his  entire  landed  estate  is  tillable  exceiJt 
forty  acres  of  timber  land. 

Mr.   Hunter  was  born  in   County  Donegal,  Ire- 
land,   near    Ramellon,    December    -23,    1817,    and 


reared  on  the  parental  farm  with  but  limited  com- 
mon-school advantages.  He  remained  at  home  un- 
til nineteen  years  of  age  and  then  going  into  Scot- 
land on  a  visit  was  offered  a  situation  in  the 
custom  house  at  Glasgow.  His  father,  however, 
advised  him  to  emigrate  to  America  and  he  made 
preparations  to  do  so.  In  May,  1837,  he  left 
Londonderry  on  the  sailer  "Ilegatia"  a  slow  vessel 
which  occupied  eight  weeks  in  crossing  the  Atlan- 
tic. Young  Hunter  was  sick  during  the  entire  voy- 
age. He  landed  in  (Quebec  and  remained  in  Can- 
acla  a  few  months,  working  on  a  farm.  He  was  not 
[jlcased  with  the  country  as  it  was  too  heavily  tim- 
bered to  suit  his  t.aste  and  ihe  same  fall  he  made  a 
trip  to  Illinois. 

Accompanied  by  his  brother  John,  he  crossed  to 
Detroit,  Mich.,  on  a  boat,  then  went  on  foot  to  St. 
Joseph,  whence  he  crossed  the  lake  to  Chicago. 
Thence  they  traveled  on  foot  to  the  Yankee  set- 
tlement near  Lockport,  this  county,  which  is  now 
in  the  Township  of  Homer.  The  young  men  had 
about  $100  in  gold,  and  had  to  change  a  ^5  piece 
every  morning  to  pay  the  bill  at  the  inn.  The 
change  the}-  received  was  "wildcat"  money  which 
others  refused  to  take  anil  when  our  subject 
reached  Will  County  he  was  virtually  empty 
handed. 

Young  Hunter  had  learned  something  of  the 
mason's  trade  in  his  native  land  and  he  found 
employment  at  it  for  a  time  and  then  engaged  on 
a  farm  by  the  montli.  Tlie  best  h.ands  received 
but  xl20  a  year  for  farm  work.  In  1840,  he  pur- 
chased one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  [)rairie  land 
at  ^1.25  |)er  acr(>  anil  located  u|ion  it  si.x  years 
later,  lie  put  up  a  log  house  shajjing  the  logs 
liiiuself  , and  comiilelmg  tile  structure,  being  only 
able  to  get  one  man  to  help  him  raise  it.  He  was 
llie  first  settler  upon  the  [irairie  witliin  a  radius  of 
many  miles.  He  had  taken  ealtlc  in  p.ayment  for 
farm  work  so  that  he  li.ad  a  good  herd  and  he  let 
null  lake  care  of  them  on  various  terms.  He  killed 
some  and  sold  beef  among  the  few  settlers  and 
also  disposed  of  some  of  the  animals  alive. 

Mr.  Hunter  broke  prairie  with  oxen  attached  to 
a  clunis}-  plow,  and  the  soil  being  tough  and  the 
implement  unwieldly,  six  yoke  were  necessary. 
The  cattle  fattened  readily    on    the    prairie    grass 
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and  grain  grew  well  on  the  newl3'-broken  soil.  The 
latter  was  hauled  to  Chicago,  a  (iistance  of  thirty 
miles,  the  trip  consuming  two  rlays.  During  those 
early  years,  large  herds  of  deer  were  lo  be  seen  in 
this  vicinity  and  wolves  were  numerous,  often  fol- 
lowing j\Ir.  Hunter  in  his  journeys.  Unlike  the 
most  of  the  early  settlers,  iic  did  not  engage  ia 
hunting  but  devoted  himself  exclusively  to  his  ag- 
rieullural  pursuits  in  which  he  was  very  success- 
ful. He  added  to  his  real  estate  from  time  to 
time,  paying  §.50  per  acre  for  some  eight  hundred 
acres  of  that  which  he  now  owns. 

The  estate  of  Mr.  Hunter  is  manageil  systemati- 
cally, two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  being  devoted 
to  oats,  three  hundred  to  corn,  and  three  iuindi<'d 
to  hay  aud  jtasture.  He  raises  full  blooded  Short- 
horn cattle  of  all  grades,  keeping  about  two  hundred 
bead.  He  feeds  three  or  four  car  loads  of  cattle  be- 
sides, and  raises  about  as  many  car  loads  of  hogs 
per  year.  He  has  the  largest  horse  ranche  in  t'.ie 
township  and  has  been  quite  successful  with  draft 
horses  and  ruadsters.  He  has  about  fifty  head  of 
the  latter  and  raises  about  twelve  colts  [ler  an- 
num. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Hunter  and  Miss  Jane 
Gamlile  took  place  at  the  bride's  houie  in  Jo  Dav- 
iess County,  near  Hanover,  in  .lune.  184fi.  The 
bride  was  liorn  in  Ciumtv  Donegal.  Ireland,  No- 
vember 1(1.  IS  10.  l)eiug  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Elizabeth  (Malsced)  (iamlile.  Mr.  Gamble  w.as 
a  farmer  who  died  in  the  Emerald  Isle  whence 
liis  widow  emigrated  to  America  with  her  family 
in  l.sSi'.  They  left  Londonderry  on  the  sailer 
'•Crainge"  and  after  a  voyage  of  five  weeks,  lantlcd 
at  New  Castle  and  tuok  up  their  residence  in  I'hil- 
adeli)hia.  In  1  s.'w.  they  came  down  the  Ohio 
River  to  its  junclii)n  willi  the  !Mississipi)i  and 
thence  up  tlic  latter  ri\er  to  (ialena,  111.,  going 
fr(jm  there  to  Hanover,  .lo  Daviess  County,  by 
wagon;  there  Mrs.  (-iambic  remained  until  lur 
death.  She  belonged  to  the  Presbyterian  Church 
and  reared  her  family  with  fine  principles  and 
useful  habits.  Her  sons.  Samuel,  .biseph  and 
James  are  now  deceased,  ami  Daniel  is  living  in 
Jo  Daviess  Counl\-.  Mrs.  Hunter  is  the  only 
daughter. 

The   union    of    Mr.   and    Mrs.    Hunter    has   been 


blest  by  the  birth  of  three  sons,  of  whom  the  first- 
born, James,  died  when  twenty-one  years  old. 
Joseph  Jr.  is  at  home  assisting  in  the  farm  labors; 
Daniel  G.  is  mariied  and  living  on  the  .adjoining 
section. 

Joseph  Hunter.  Sr.  has  been  School  Director 
nearly  every  since  he  came  to  this  section.  He  was 
Supervisor  of  Frankfort  Township,  for  two 
years,  and  at  the  last  election  received  every 
vote  in  the  township  except  one.  He  was  Com- 
missioner of  Highway's  seven  years,  has  served  on 
grand  and  petit  juries,  as  a  delegate  to  political 
county  conventions  and  a  member  of  the  County 
Central  Committee.  He  is  a  true-blue  Republican 
and  at  an  early  date  identified  himself  with  the 
anti-slavery  movement,  his  being  one  of  the  three 
votes  cast  in  the  town  of  Homer  for  James  G. 
Birney.  He  mantained  his  belief  amid  the  scoffs 
and  taunts  of  many,  but  finally  had  the  satisfac- 
tion of  seeing  his  cause  triumphant.  His  religious 
faith  is  expressed  by  the  Presbvterian  creed  and 
he  is  identified  with  the  church  at  Bloom,  Cook 
County.  He  was  formerly  Elder  of  the  society  at 
Frankfort.  He  has  helped  to  build  the  school- 
house  and  ha>  borne  his  part  in  every  movement 
which  would  increase  the  material,  intellectual  and 
moral  welfare  of  the  community,  and  luis  made 
man}-  friends  by  his  agreeable  manners,  thriftv 
i   and  energetic  habits,  and  upright  life. 


allARLES  H. 
eighty-fonr 
,     being  one  of 


HARLES  H.  .SUTPHEN.  This  veteran  of 
years  bears  the  distinction  of 
f  the  oldest  citizens  of  this  State, 
to  which  he  came  as  earl}-  as  18;51.  He  was  born 
in  Cherrj'  Valle}',  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  February 
If).  1806,  and  is  the  son  of  Gilbert  and  Mary  (Hig- 
inbotham)  Sutphen.  the  former  of  whom  was  a 
Captain  in  the  AN'ar  of  1812  and  died  two  days 
after  a  battle,  from  exposure  and  over-exertion. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  likewise  born  in 
Cherry  Valley.  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  married  to  a 
maiden  of  his  own  village.  The  earlier  progenitors 
had  been  residents  of  New  Jersey.  Charles  IL, 
our  subject,  grew  to  manhood    in  his   native  town, 
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and  completed  his  education  in  the  Academy.  Hav- 
ing influential  friends  in  tiie  I'niled  States  army, 
be  w;is  given  a  position  in  the  General  Paymastei's 
office,  under  (ien.  Townsend,of  Boston,  and  in  that 
city  he  was  married  to  Miss  Dowe.  Finally,  de- 
ciding upon  seeking  his  fortune  in  tlie  Far  West, 
he  came  to  La  Salle  County,  tliis  State,  iu  is:ll.  I 
and  entering  a  large  tract  of  (iovernmenl  Janil.  i 
engaged  for  some  3'ears  in  the  live-stoelv    tiusiin'ss. 

Selling  out  tinalh"  his  interests  in  La  S:ille  Ciiuiily. 
Mr.  Sutphen  came  to  Joliet,  and  since  ISTI  has 
lived  retired  from  active  labor.  .Airs.  Sut|>hen  de- 
parted this  life  at  her  home  in  La  Salle  (  unnty,  in 
1870.  The  living  children  of  Mr.  Sutphen  are:  Al- 
bert,who  took  kindly  to  his  books  and  is  now  princi- 
pal of  an  academy  in  California:  Charles  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Santa  Cruz.  Cal.;  (ienrge  E.  is  a  practicing 
attornej',  of  Aurora,  III.;  Frederick  is  tngagctl  as 
a  merchant  at  that  place:  William  is  living  in  the 
Slate  of  Washington;  .lane  is  deceased.  Blr.  Sut- 
phen's  children  received  excellent  educational  ad- 
vantages, and  hold  good  positions  in  society. 

Our  subject  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Jackson  and  gives  his  unqualified  support  to  the 
Democratic  paity.  lie  has  held  most  of  the  town- 
ship oHices,  serving  as  Superviscir  and  Clerk,  also 
as  County  Treasurer  and  Recorder.  In  religion  he 
is  a  Universalist,  Ijelonging  to  that  church  in 
Joliet.  He  has  accumulated  a  comfortable  pr(H)- 
erty  and  employs  his  time  iu  looking  after  it. 

-—, -^-^ ^ 


JEREMIAH  A.  KINSELLA,  a  native  of  Ill- 
inois, is  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  this 
section  of  the  State,  and  is  extensively  en- 
gaged in  stock-raising,  owning  two  large 
and  valuable  farms,  one  in  this  and  one  in  Grundy 
Count}-,  he  making  his  home  on  his  estate  iu  Tro}- 
Township.  He  was  born  in  the  township  of  Dres- 
den, Grundy  County,  June  7,  18.08,  his  birthplace 
being  but  a  few  miles  from  where  he  now  lives  in 
Will  County.  His  parents  were  James  and  liliza 
(Kinsella)  Kinsella.  They  came  to  Illinois  in  1S43, 
when  the  canal  was  being  biiilt.  and  Mr.  Kinsella, 
with  his  father,  Andrew  Kinsella,  m.ade  contracts 


to  assist  in  its  construction,  and  the  State  still  owes 
them  for  [lart  of  tlieir  worlc.  At  the  time  the  scrip 
which  was  issueil  to  them  in  [layinent  was  good 
for  nothing  oidy  to  secure  them  public  land,  and 
as  they  already  owned  thirteen  hundred  .acres  they 
di<l  not  care  for  more  and  allowed  the  scrip  to  go 
to  w.'iste,  or  be  dcstroj'ed,  as  it  had  no  s[iecial 
value.  After  tlieir  death  our  suliject  made  fruit- 
less effoi'ts  to  collect  the  sum  owing  them,  which 
amounted  to  N2ii.(i(li). 

The  mother  of  our  suliject  died  when  he  was 
but  four  years  of  age.  and  his  father  died  a  year 
later.  'I'lius.  unforluiiatoly  de|)rived  of  his  par- 
ents, he  fell  to  the  kindly  care  of  his  uncle,  Garrett 
Kinsella,  his  mother's  brother,  who  reared  and  edu- 
cated him  as  his  own,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
left  him  his  beautiful  and  valuable  farm  of  six 
hundred  and  twenty-two  acres,  in  addition  to  the 
homestead  in  Grundy  County,  of  three  huiubed 
and  fifty-six  acres  which  he  inherited  from  his 
father.  His  uncle  died  in  1880,  leaving  behind 
him  a  name  and  memory  that  will  ever  be  revered 
in  this  county,  where  he  wiis  so  well  known.  He 
was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability  and  bll^i- 
ness  tact  and  accumulated  a  goodly  anujunt  of 
property.  He  was  greatly  respected  by  his  neigh- 
bors, and  although  he  cari'd  but  little  for  [lublic 
life,  still  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  manage- 
ment of  local  atfaiis,  and  was  Supervisor  for  sev- 
eral terms.  He  was  a  leading  man  among  the 
Democrats  of  this  vicinity. 

Our  suliject  was  reared  in  Minooka  and  there 
laid  the  basis  of  a  solid  education,  being  a  bright 
and  active  scholar.  At  the  early  age  of  twelve 
years  he  vvas  admitted  to  Manhattan  College,  from 
whii'h  he  was  graduated  with  honor  in  1870,  after 
after  having  pursued  a  fine  course  of  st\idy.  After 
the  c^jmpletion  of  his  education  he  returned  to 
Troy  to  live  with  his  uncle.  He  received  from  him 
a  careful  training  in  the  management  of  the  prop- 
erly whicii  he  was  to  inherit,  and  has  since  become 
one  of  the  foremost  stock-raisers  ii.v  the  county, 
making  a  specialty  of  buying  and  feeding  cattle, 
ilt'voting  the  large  amount  of  grain  he  raises 
wholly  to  that  purpose.  He  ships  his  slock  to  the 
Chicago  market,  and  often  ships  as  man}-  as  nine 
car-loads  a  season.  He  rents  his  father's  homestead 
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to  good  advantage  and  derives  a  fine  income  from 
lliat  and  the  proceeds  of  tlie  other  estate. 

Mr.  Kinselia  was  married  March  9, 1886,  to  Miss 
Kate  C,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Carroll) 
Smith.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Loclqiort.  N.V., 
and  a  son  of  Thomas  Smith.  Our  subject  and  his 
wife  have  two  children — Norine  and  Evelyn.  Ml'. 
Kinselia  is  a  Democrat  in  iiolilics.  and  a  Catholic 
in  religion,  being  a  valued  member  of  St.  M;ii-y's 
Church,  in  Minooka.  He  is  a  fraidv.  oiieu-liearted 
man,  contributing  gcneiously  to  the  supiiort  of  the 
church  and  anything  that  will  benctit  the  iiublic, 
besides  being  liberal  in  the  use  nf  his  mtiuey  for 
charitable  and  other  i]ur|»>ses.  Inheriting  a  large 
inuperly,  he  has  shown  himself  to  be  fully  equal  to 
its  management,  bringing  to  its  work  a  well-trained 
and  cultured  mind,  and  by  sagacious  and  system- 
atic methods   has  greatly  improved  its  value. 


'I^OliERT  S.  AVASlIlUIiN  owns  and  occupies 
'r^  a  fine  farm  .on  section  30,  Peotone  Tovvn- 
'-*i  *  ship,  and  an  adjoining  tract  on  section  31. 
^  The  land  is  under  thorough  cultivation  and 
it  needs  but  a  glance  to  assure  a  visitor  that  the  years 
which  Mr.  Washburn  has  spent  in  tilling  the  soil 
have  given  him  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  de- 
tails of  that  oc(aipation.  His  hard  service  in  the 
Union  Array  has  left  its  effects  upon  his  system  anil 
he  is  atllioted  somewhat  with  rheumatism  and  other 
ailments,  but  still  attends  to  his  farm  and  bears  his 
part  in  local  affairs. 

Mr.  Washburn  is  the  only  survivor  of  three 
children  born  to  Seth  and  Louisa  (Hewitt)  Wash- 
burn, who  died  during  his  childbood.  He  was 
born  in  Cook  Count}'  forty -sis  years  ago,  came  to 
Will  County  when  about  ten  years  old  and  became 
a  resident  of  Wilton  Township.  He  was  thrown 
iifjon  his  own  resources  at  a  tender  age,  had  very 
limited  schooling  and  has  always  worked  on  a  farm. 
When  nineteen  years  old  his  spirit  was  roused  by  the 
attempts  against  the  life  of  the  Union  and  he  enlisted 
in  Company  H,  Twelfth  Cavalry.  The  regiment  was 
equipped  at  St.  Louis  and  sent  to  New  Orleans, 
thence  took  part  iu  the  Red  River  expedition  under 


Gen.  Banks.  The  marches,  skirmishes  and  battles 
of  that  expedition  aie  recorded  in  historj',  but  only 
those  who  took  part  can  fully  realize  the  gallantry 
and  endurance  of  the  boys  in  blue.  After  that 
expedition  tlu'  conipan^'  was  stationed  at  Donelson- 
ville,  doing  picket  duty. 

In  August,  18G4.  a  squad  of  four  men  was  sent 
to  c;irry  a  dispatch  to  another  fort  on  the  Misssis- 
sipjii  River,  a  day's  ride  from  their  station.  They 
were  surprised  liy  the  enemy,  one  man  wounded, 
two  captured  and  the  fourth  made  his  escape.  Mr. 
Washliurn  was  one  of  those  taken  |)risoner,  and 
after  spending  two  weeks  at  Bayou  La  Fourche, 
La.,  was  marched  through  to  Tyler,  Tex.,  and  there 
placeil  in  prison.  At  one  time  there  was  aliout 
eleven  hundred  Initiu  soldiers  imprisoned  there, 
ami  a  pound  of  beef,  nearly  all  bone,  and  a  quart 
of  corn  meal  constituted  a  dny's  rations.  Tliere 
was  a  dead  line  and  JMr.  Washburn  has  seen  men 
shot  down  there.  When  guarded  by  regular  Con- 
federate soldiers,  prisoners  received  fair  treatment, 
but  when  militia  and  boys  were  their  watchmen 
they  were  often  mistreated.  Mr.  Washburn  w.as 
alHicted  with  scurvy  nearly  all  tlie  time  he  was  in 
prison  and  still  suffers  from  its  effects. 

Mr.  Washl)urn  was  releaseil  fi'om  [irisoii  in  June, 
1805,  went  to  New  Orleans, .and  thence  lo  Baton 
Rouge  where  his  regiment  was  encaai[)ed.  He  then 
came  North  on  a  thirty  days'  furlough, after  which 
he  returned  to  his  regiment,  joined  Gen.  Custer's 
command,  went  back  into  Texas  and  remained  un- 
til June,  1866.  He  then  returned  to  Springfield, 
111.,  where  he  was  mustered  out  and  honorably  dis- 
charged. During  his  term  of  service  he  had  been 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  Corporal  and  won  a  good 
record  for  faithful  and  gallant  conduct. 

Resuming  tiie  agricultural  labor  in  which  he  had 
spent  his  youth,  Mr.  Washburn  also  secured  an  in- 
terest in  a  threslier  and  eorn-slieller,  and  through 
industrious  efforts  gadually  accumulated  means 
with  which  to  purchase  a  home.  Light  years  ago 
he  secured  the  deed  to  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  his  estate,  and  Last  winter  purchased  the 
adjoining  seventy-four,  making  up  a  good  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  ninety-four  acres.  The  land  is  im- 
l)roved   and    produces'  ^ine  croi)S  of  various  kinds. 

The  wife  of  Mr.  Washburn  was   kaowu    in   her 
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maidenhood  as  Miss  Sarah  AUars  aud  became  his 
wife  March  23,  1881.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Maiia  (Godson)  AUars,  both  deceased,  her 
father  having  been  iiilied  by  a  load  of  lumber  fall- 
ing upon  him.  He  was  an  old  settler  of  Kankakee 
County.  Jlrs.  Washburn  is  thirty-eight  years  eld, 
is  indnslriiius,  amiable  and  kind-hearteil,  makijig  a 
happy  home. 

Mr.  AVashburn  votes  the  Kepublii-an  ticket,  tak- 
ing a  deep  interest  in  politics,  lie  is  Director  (if 
School  District  No.  'J,  and  anxious  to  advance  the 
cause  of  education.  He  belongs  to  William  A. 
Webb  Post,  No.  CJT,  G.  A.  R..  of  IVotone.  lie 
receives  from  his  fellow-men  the  respect  to  which 
he  is  entitled  for  his  virtues  and  habits. 


(i^5$ji-i()MAS  W.  .lO.NKS.  In  giviii-  lioiioi-  to 
//^  whom  honor  is  due,  we  should  not  neglect 
V_y  T.  \V.  .lones,  who  liegan  life  cmiity-haiided, 
and  has  accumulated  a  good  property  by  dint  of 
energetic  aud  well  directed  efforts.  His  home  is 
located  on  section  22,  Wesley  Township,  and  con- 
sists of  one  hundred  aud  fourteen  acres  of  well  im- 
proved land,  the  neat  home  being  well  siipplie(l 
with  all  of  the  comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries 
of  life,  and  the  entire  estate  indicating  i)ros[)erity 
and  a  wise  use  of  the  conveniences  wiiich  add  to 
the  value  of  farm  labor. 

Mr.  Jones  is  of  Welsh  ancestry  and  the  son  of 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  His  parents,  John  T. 
and  Sarah  S.  (Rudisill)  Jones  were  married  in  Ross 
Count}-,  Ohio,  and  resided  there  until  1850.  They 
then  removed  to  Will  County,  III.,  and  settling  in 
Wesley  Township,  remained  here  during  the  rest  of 
their  lives.  The  mother  crossed  the  river  of  death 
in  1877,  and  the  father  March  14,1889.  They 
were  the  parents  of  sixteen  children,  eight  of  whom 
are  now  living. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Ro^s 
County,  Ohio,  April  14,  1831,  and  received  a  fair 
education  in  the  district  schools  of  his  native  county 
and  W'ill  County,  HI.  His  father  lieing  a  farmer, 
in  his  early  life  he  acquired  a  knowledge  of  all  that 


is  necessary  to  make  tilling  the  soil  profitable,  and 
laid  the  foundation  for  the  industrious  habits  which 
have  mnde  his  life  a  success.  On  the  afternoon  of 
the  day  on  which  he  became  of  age  he  split  two  hun- 
dred rails. 

Young  Jones  became  a  renter  for  about  three 
years,  of  the  John  Richey  farm,  and  he  then  bought 
forty  acres  of  land,  fenced  it.  broke  the  soil  on  a 
pari  of  it,  ai'd  liegan  to  make  for  himself  a  home. 
On  August  I,  IS.js.he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Emily  .v.,  daughter  of  Clicsley  L.  aud  Harriet 
L.  (Cadwell)  Mills,  natives  of  Tennessee  and  Illi- 
nois rcspeciivcly.  Mr.  Mills  died  in  February, 
1.S14,  but  Mrs.  Mills  is  still  living.  They  were 
the  parents  of  li\  e  children,  four  of  whom  survive. 
.Mrs.  Jones  was  born  Feliru:u'y  2(i.  I.s3:i,  is  ;in  in- 
telligent an<l  Christian  woman,  and  has  liccu  a 
faithful  companion  and  heliimatc  and  a  devoted 
mother. 

riic  lli'st  year  of  their  wedded  life  was  spent  by 
Mr.  aud  Mrs.  Jones  in  Morgan  County,  whence 
the}'  returned  here,  taking  up  their  abode  in  Wes- 
ley Township  for  tliree  years.  They  ne.xt  occupied 
the  farm  now  owned  by  Frank  Williams,  in  the 
same  township,  ,  'id  in  1870  took  possession  (jf  the 
old  homestead,  where  they  have  since  resided.  !Mr. 
Jones  has  added  much  to  the  appearance  of  the 
house  and  other  buildings,  aud  has  made  general 
farming  the  means  of  securing  a  competency.  At 
one  time  he  was  interested  in  raising  full-blooded 
Berkshire  hogs. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  are  the  parents  of  three  chil- 
dren, whose  record  is  as  follows:  John  W.,  was 
born  April  2,  18G0,  married  Miss  Lydia  Dingee,  and 
lives  in  (jospcr  County,  Neb.;  Carrie,  born  Feb- 
ruaiy  HI,  ISG'.i.  is  the  wife  of  William  M.  Henion 
and  the  mother  of  three  children,  her  home  being 
in  Ritchie:  Arthur,  born  Se))tember  10,  1.^72,  will 
attend  college  this  fall.  All  the  children  have 
lieen  carefully  reared,  given  good  advantages,  and 
are  doing  honor  to  the  family  name.  Arthur  is 
now  Secretary  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Sunday- 
school,  in  which  his  brother  and  sister  were  active 
workers   in   past  years. 

Mr.  Jones  is  one  of  the  three  Trustees  under 
whose  charge  the  schools  of  Wesley  Township  are. 
and   in  advancing  the  cause  of  education  he  ex- 
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liibits  sound  sense  iind  jrood  judgmont.  At  present 
be  holds  the  otHce  of  Towushii)  Assessor,  and  be 
has  been  Road  Commissioner.  In  politics  he  lias 
taken  a  dee))  interest,  affiliating  with  the  Repub- 
lican part}',  lie  has  been  a  member  of  the  Suns 
of  Temperance.  He  and  his  wife  belong  to  the 
.Methodist  E;piseo|)al  Cliureh.  in  which  he  is  Class 
Leader,  .Steward  and  Trustee;  he  is  also  actively 
interested  in  the  SLuiday-schdol,  auti  has  been  for 
many  years,  serving  as  Siii)erinlendent  or  teacher 
almost  continuously. 

Mr.  Jones  is  the  fortunate  jiossessor  of  one  of 
those  sunny  dispositions  which  cause  a  man  to  be 
liked  l)y  all  whoni  he  meets,  while  his  character  is 
upright  and  moral,  and  his  eitizenshi|)  such  as  to 
afford  a  worthy  examfile  to  his  own  progeny  and 
tlie  entire  (•"inmuuity.  He  is  thoroughly  respected, 
f.nd  ill  the  esteem  of  the  community  his  estimable 
wife  has  also  a  large  share. 

Alonzo  Jones,  the  brother  of  our  subject,  became 
a  member  of  Company  A,  100th  Illinois  Infantry, 
and  gave  his  life  for  his  country  during  the  late 
Civil  War.  He  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga,  September  19,  1863. 

c^^SHOMAS  OSCAR  MILLS.  In  this  gentle- 
l((^\  nian  Will  County  has  a  fine  representative 
\^'  of  its  native-born  citizens,  one,  who,  by 
his  enterprise,  progressiveness  and  marked  ability 
is  malcriall}'  forwarding  its  financial  welfare  in 
several  ways.  He  is  variously  identified  with  its 
interests,  as  a  skillful  agriculturist,  making  a  spec- 
iality of  feeding  cattle;  as  a  tile  manufacturer, 
owning  the  largest  factory  in  the  count}';  and  as 
proprietor  of  a  well-aiipointed  store  at  Millsdale 
Station.  He  was  born  on  the  old  homestead 
where  he  now  lives,  August  27,  1850,  and  is  the 
son  of  James  Mills,  a  pioneer  of  this  region. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  mother  was  Eunice  G lid- 
den,  she  being  a  sister  of  Steplien  Glidden,  of 
this  township.  Both  her  famil}'  and  her  husband's 
were  originally  from  New  Hami)shire,  and  re- 
moved to  New  York,  where  the  parents  of  our 
subject    were    married    in     1814.      They   lived    a 


while  in  Ohio,  and  moved  to  Joliet  about  1847. 
After  a  year's  stay  in  that  city  they  moved  on  to 
the  place  where  our  subject  now  lives,  and  where 
the  f.ather  died  in  1852.  Until  1878,  the  mother 
lived  with  her  brother  Mr.  Glidden,  who  was  part 
owner  of  the  farm.  At  the  time  of  her  son's  mar- 
riage she  became  a  member  of  his  household,  and 
retiiaiued  a  welcome  inmate  of  his  home  until  her 
death.  November   27,    1887. 

Oui  subject  was  reared  in  the  place  of  his  birth 
and  received  excellent  educational  advantages, 
obtaining  the  preliminaries  of  his  education  in  the 
local  district  schools,  afterward  pursuing  a  fine 
course  of  stud}'  in  Joliet,  and  finishing  his  school- 
ing in  Channahon,  his  own  township.  He  early 
gained  a  practical  knowledge  of  farming,  and  at 
the  time  of  his  marriage  took  charge  of  the  home- 
stead, which  lie  still  owns  and  occupies,  and 
which  is  represented  by  a  view  els'jwhere  in  this 
work.  With  characteristic  enterprise  he  has  car- 
ried on  his  business  so  as  to  make  a  financial  suc- 
cess of  it,  and  has  greatly  increased  the  value  of 
his  farm  and  added  to  its  acreage.  It  now  com- 
prises three  hundred  and  eighty-four  acres,  all  ly- 
ing on  section  11,  with  the  exception  of  eighty 
acres.  Our  subject  has  by  no  means  confined  his 
operations  to  stock-raising,  but  has  been  engaged 
in  other  industries.  In  1884,  he  built  near  his 
place  a  tile  factor}',  one  of  the  largest  in  the 
county,  costing  about  $10,000,  and  adapted  to  the 
making  of  a  fine  grade  of  tile,  but  at  the  present 
time  the  works  are  not  in  operation.  The  Santa 
Fe  Railroad  and  the  Chicago  (fe  Alton  run  side  by 
side  through  his  farm.  Our  subject  has  a  life 
pass  o'/er  the  former  road,  which  in  1887  opened 
M  station  on  his  land.  Here  he  has  built  a  store, 
which  is  well  arranged  and  suitably  stocked. 

October  9,  1878,  Mr.  Mills  took  unto  himself  a 
wife,  in  the  person  of  Miss  Anna  E.  Miller,  daugh- 
ter of  James  and  Eliza  (Fowler)  Miller,  natives 
respectively  of  Scotland  and  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. 
Her  father  was  reareil  in  the  city  of  London 
coming  to  this  country  in  early  manhood  and 
was  married  in  New  York.-  From  there  he  came 
to  this  county,  and  purchased  the  place  in  Troy 
Township  which  was  known  as  the  old  Rock  Run 
house   previous   to  1853,   when    he   purchased    it. 
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There  lie  lived  until  his  death  in  ISOG.  His  widow 
is  slill  living  there,  and  has  now  attained  the  ven- 
erable age  of  seventy-eight  j'ears.  They  urre  tln> 
parents  of  seven  ehildrcn.  Mr.  ami  .Mrs.  Mills 
lia\c  a  veiT  pleasant  attraclhi-  Ikiuu'.  and  Ihcir 
happy  hiiuseliold  is  eompleted  by  their  tour  chil- 
dren: Ai'lliur  .1.,  a  lad  of  ten  years;  Kriiia  A., 
Oscar  Leroy:  and  Warren,  the  lialiy.  Mr.  Mills 
is  a  typical  Aiuericin,  thoroughly  wide  awake  and 
full  of  enterprise,  possessing  more  than  ordinary 
capacity,  energy  and  decision  of  character,  and  in 
him  his  native  county  has  a  citizen  who  is  doing 
much  to  promote  its  general  jirosiierity.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  identified  with  the  Republican  party,  but 
being  a  man  of  independent  views  he  takes  the 
libertj'  to  vote  as  he  chooses  in  regard  to  local 
affairs. 


t --^i^sS' 


ZRA  E.  .lAYNKS.  The  results  of  good 
management  lind  no  better  illustration  tiian 
!__»/  in  the  life  of  this  gentleman  whose  i\\K'. 
farm  is  situated  on  section  29,  Manhattan  Townshi|i. 
The  estate  comprises  one  hundred  and  sixty  broad 
acres  which  are  devoted  to  the  purpose  of  general 
farming,  about  an  equal  share  of  attention  being- 
paid  to  grain  and  stock-raising.  Two  ♦eanis  are 
required  to  operate  the  estate  and  tlie\-  are  found 
to  be  fine  Iviglish  draft  horses.  Holstein  and  (;;d- 
way  cattle  and  Poland-China  swine  of  hi'di  "rade 
arc  kept,  and  another  paying  jiart  of  the  establi.-.h- 
ment  is  the  poultry  j'ard  where  about  >;.'J(M)  worth 
of  poultry  are  raised  every  year.  A  fine  residence 
with  all  necessary  oCitbnildings,  such  as  barns, 
granaries,  corn  cribs,  etc.,  together  with  a  beau'iful 
orchard,  add  to  the  value  of  the  land  and  make  of 
it  one  of  the  most  attractive  places  for  many  a 
mile.  It  is  surrounded  by  hedge  and  divided  into 
Melds  of  convenient  size.  A  view  of  this  comfor- 
table home  will  be  found  on  another  page. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  is  a  direct 
descendant  of  oneof  three  brothers  who  came  from 
Euglanil   to  Ameri(,-a   in    1017.       His   grandfathei-. 


Elijah  Jaynes,  was  born  in  Franklin  County,  Vt., 
levoted  his  attention  to  agriculture  and  became 
the  owner  of  several  farms;  he  was  a  soldier  in  tiie 
^Var  of  1S12.  Chester  .laynes.  the  immediate 
|a-ogcnilor  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  the  same 
county  and  also  became  a  farmer.  During  the 
Aroostook  Will-  he  fought  against  the  savages  six 
months,  obtaining  a  Land  warrant  for  his  services 
and  is  nc.iw  a  pensioner  of  the  Government.  lie 
secured  land  four  miles  east  of  Lake  Cham  plain, 
but  subseipicntly  bought  and  now  resides  upon 
the  homestead  on  which  he  was  born.  He  has 
been  engaged  in  sheep  raising  and  in  the  dairy 
business,  Ijul  now,  in  the  ninetj-  first  3'ear  of  his  age, 
is  resting  from  his  labors  and  enjoying  merited 
repose.  He  belongs  to  tlie  Laptist  Church  and 
V(_ites  with  the  Republican  [lart}'. 

Cliester  Jaynes  married  P^liza  Dee,  daughter  of 
Gen.  Washington  Dee,  who  won  fame  in  the  War 
of  1812.  The  old  Bay  State  was  the  birthplace  of 
Gen.  Dee,  but  when  he  was  a  boy  his  i)arents  re- 
moved to  \'ermont  where  the  latter  became  Colonel 
in  the  Home  Militia.  When  the  Colonists  a  second 
time  determined  to  fight  for  release  from  British 
tyranny,  he  raised  a  regiment  and  joining  the  army, 
soon  Ijecame  Ihigadier-CJeneral.  He  served  until 
the  close  of  the  struggle,  fighting  on  the  lake 
and  at  I'lattsburg  and  retiring  with  the  title  of 
Major-t General,  while  his  brother,  who  had  gone 
out  in  his  regiment  as  .Major,  came  home  as  a 
Ihigadier-tieneral.      This  was  the  War  of  1812. 

.Mrs.  Eliza  (Dee)  Jaynes  was  born  in  Franklin 
County,  ^■t.,  and  became  versed  in  all  the  useful 
arts  which  were  considered  a  part  of  aj'oung  lady's 
education.  She  has  now  reached  the  ripe  age  of 
eiglitv-eight  years.  She  is  a  worthy  member  of 
the  Baptist  Chinch.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is 
the  third  of  the  nine  sons  and  daughters  whom  she 
has  borne.  In  addition  the  famil}-  roll  includes  the 
names  of  Homer,  now  a  resident  of  Kansas;  Will- 
iam who  died  in  the  Green  Mountain  State  at  the 
age  of  twenty  j'ears;  Halbert,  of  Xeosha  County', 
Kan,;  .Mrs.  Charlotte  Ilurlbert,  of  Franklin  County, 
Vt. :  Sarah,  who  married  II.  G.  Williams  and  is 
living  in  Iowa;  Addi.son,  whose  home  is  in  Kansas; 
Mrs.  Helen  Caswell,  of  \'ermont;  and  Mrs.  Addle 
House,  of  Joliel. 
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Our  subject  was  bom  in  Georgia  Township, 
Franklin  County.  Vt.,  June  25,  1.S35,  and  being- 
reared  on  a  farm  early  took  up  his  share  of  the 
labors  thereon.  lie  received  a  good  coramoii- 
school  education  under  the  free  school  system  of 
his  native  Stale  and  also  attended  Georgia  Academy 
from  which  he  was  graduated  at  the  age  of  eighteen. 
He  then  went  to  Delaware  County,  Ohio,  and  en- 
gaged in  teaching  for  a  year,  after  whicii  he  came 
to  Chicago  and  secured  a  clerkshi[i  in  a  store  on 
Kinzie  Street.  Six  months  later  he  went  to  Galena, 
thence  up  the  ri\er  to  Ihulson  City  and  there  em- 
barked on  a  boat  for  St.  Cruix.  Wis.,  where  he 
taught  two  terms  of  seluiol. 

The  next  location  of  young  .laynes  was  at  New 
Richmond  where  he  emljarke<l  in  tiie  sale  of  gen- 
eral merchandise,  having  his  goods  shipped  to 
Hudson  and  tlien  hauling  them  se\enteen  miles. 
He  was  a  tnemlicr  of  the  Home  Guard,  being  Ser- 
geant of  the  comi)any,  and  at  the  first  meeting 
after  Ft.  Sumler  had  been  lireil  u[hiu,  the  \vh<jle 
cdiiipauy  determined  to  enter  the  Union  Army. 
On  A|iril  1^,  the  name  of  Ezra  K.  .laynes  \vas 
pLaceil  upon  the  muster  roll  of  Company  F,  First 
Wisconsin  infantry,  and  after  being  mustered  in 
a'o  Madison  he  was  sent  to  join  the  Army  of  the 
Potonnic.  Tiiree  moutlis  were  i)assed  in  skirmish- 
ing and  other  duties,  when,  the  term  of  enlistment 
having  e.'^pired,  Jlr.  Ja^-nes  was  mustered  out  about 
the  1st  of  August  and  returned  to  Wisconsin. 
He  settled  up  his  business  during  the  early  fall  and 
in  Xovcuiber  returned  to  his  native  State  where  on 
Decemtier  2d  he  again  enlisted,  becoming  a  mem- 
ber of  Company  F,  Eighth  Vermont  Infantry. 

The  regiment  was  mustered  in  at  Brattleboro, 
assigned  to  Gen.  Butler's  Brigade  and  sent  to  New 
Orleans  on  a  sailing  vessel  which  landed  them  at 
Ship  Island.  An  expedition  was  fitted  out  in  the 
spring  of  1802.  the  transports  reaching  the  Soutli- 
ern  metroi)olis  and  investing  it  the  22d  of  May. 
Ml.  Jaynes  served  on  jiolice  duty  in  the  city  some 
thirty  days,  until  afl'airs  became  somewhat  settled 
and  he  was  then  sent  acoss  the  river  to  Algiers 
where  he  operate<l  on  the  Oiielousas  railroad  a  year. 
During  these  months  he  took  part  in  battles  and 
skirmishes  against  --Old  Dick  Taylor"  and  the 
Texas   rangers,   participating    at   l'"rankliu   on    the 


Atchafala3a  River,  etc.  He  had  been  mustered  in 
as  Corporal,  but  for  two  years  acted  as  Sergeant. 

The  next  departure  of  Mr.  Jaynes  was  toward 
Natchez,  the  march  taking  in  Natchitoches  and  the 
Salt  Works.  He  was  one  in  the  first  expedition  up 
the  Red  River  and  upon  the  return  crossed  to  Ft. 
Hudson,  May  22,  1863,  and  participated  in  the 
attack  on  the  breastworks  on  the  27lh.  Still  later, 
on  .lune  14.  he  and  his  eomiades  crawled  over  trees, 
logs  and  dead  bodies  until  the}'  had  reached  a 
point  within  four  rods  of  the  breastworks  when  he 
was  severely  wuuraled  in  the  right  shoulder  and 
side.  He  was  leaning  forward  when  one  or  more 
balls  entered  the  shoulder  at  the  top  coming  out 
below  the  arm  and  causing  paralysis.  He  was  also 
.struck  in  the  side  by  a  shell,  which  seriously  muti- 
lated the  tlesh.  Not  able  to  stand,  he  fell  back  on 
two  dcail  men,  lying  there  unable  to  move. 
Toward  evening  the  band  came  that  wa^-  and  one 
of  them  recognizing  him,  he  was  carried  back  to  a 
sugar  camp  on  a  stretcher.  There  they  were  taken 
prisoners  by  the  rebels,  but  their  captors  had  time 
to  parole  but  a  few  ere  Col.  Grierson  effected  the 
rescue  of  the  others.  All  the  surgeon  did  was  to 
wasli  out  the  wound  and  remove  from  it  a  few 
maggots,  after  which  Mr.  Jaynes  was  hauled  to  the 
river,  over  fourteen  miles  of  rough  corduroy  road 
in  an  army  wagon.  A  steamer  conveyed  him  to 
New  Orleans  and  he  was  placed  in  the  hospital,  but 
the  fare  which  he  received  was  so  limited  or  un- 
palatable that  he  nearly  starved.  To  add  to  the 
honors  of  the  situation  his  wound  was  not  pro|)erly 
cared  for  and  for  three  weeks  it  was  a  nest  of 
insects. 

Mr.  Ja3'nes  was  laid  14)  in  the  hospital  from  the 
20tli  (.)f  June  until  late  in  the  fall,  when  he  obtained 
a  furkrugh  and  made  his  way  as  best  he  could  to 
his  home.  He  was  scarcely  able  to  walk  even  with 
the  aid  of  a  stick,  was  without  money  and  nearly 
naked,  but  made  his  way  up  the  Mississijipi  River 
and  finally  reached  home  and  friends  nearly  dead. 
With  better  care  he  began  to  recover  and  having 
his  furlough  extended  two  months  he  gained  so 
rapidly  that  he  was  enabled  to  report  at  New 
Orleans  before  its  expiration.  He  was,  however, 
not  fit  for  campaign  duty  and  was  therefore  placed 
in  the  ^'eteran  Reserve  Corps,  One  Hundred  and 
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Sixty-fiiLirlli  lliiUalKni,  whirhdiil  guard  duty  :it  the 
MeL'liaiiics  Inslituti-  II^l^|lital.  Ilr  acted  a.s  Ser- 
geant ill  tlie  \eteran  C'di'lis  until  tJie  >i)i-iiig  of 
ISCo.  wlieii  lie  was  urdeied  U>  Urattlehoio,  \'t..  was 
iini>lered  out  ami  luuiuraMy  diseliarued.  lie  liail 
lieen  ill  liefuiv  the  liattle  iif  Port  Iluilscui  and  the 
diietur  had  tulil  him  nut  l(i  ij;n  cut  as  he  was  unlit 
f(ir  duty.  He,  howevei'.  fell  that  he  miiilil  as  well 
be  shot  as  to  die  of  disease  and  he  hail  therefiu-e 
jiiined  his  coiuradcs  with  the  result   alioxe   related. 

After  spending  a  few  day-  in  the  enjnynieiit  nf 
the  edinfurts  of  home  and  the  society  of  his  friends. 
Mr.  ,la_\nes  came  West.  fceliiiL;  that  his  desire  to 
ohtain  a  small  [ueee  nf  laud  whert'un  to  make  a 
hnine  wiiiild  tie  iii(irelikel\  to  le.ach  fruition  in  a 
newer  country  than  Neiinont.  He  rented  land  in 
Wilmington  Township,  this  county,  for  four  years 
and  in  the  fall  of  istj.s.  [lurehasi'd  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  raw  prairie  n|ion  whiith  not  a  tiec 
was  to  be  seen,  paying  ^{0  [ler  acre.  The  follow- 
ing spring  he  loc.ited  upon  it.  doing  the  best  he 
could  to  cultivate  ami  improve  it,  but  being 
oliliged  to  hire  most  of  the  labor  done,  as  ho  was 
seriously  eiip[iled  from  his  wouiitl  and  army  ex- 
p:isnrc.  He  was  alile  to  do  some  plowing  with  a 
riding  plow,  and  to  ilo  some  of  the  grain  cutting 
and  li.iy  raking. 

Prudent  management,  wise  [ilans  and  frugal  econ- 
omy conquered  the  circumstances  whieb  seemed 
untoward,  and  Mr.  Jaynes  succeeded  in  placing  Ins 
land  under  excellent  improvement  and  making  it 
pa\'  so  well  that  he  is  now  independent  in  linances. 
During  the  past  seven  years  his  sons  have  done  thi! 
work  of  the  place,  carrying  out  his  wishes  fully  and 
reaping  a  due  reward. 

Mr.  Jaj-nes  is  the  best  read  man  in  the  townshii). 
having  ever  found  a  recompense  for  his  inability  to 
enjoy  physical  recreations,  in  the  society  of  the 
1  right  minds,  whicti  books  afford.  He  belongs  to 
.Seneca  Lodge  Xo.  40.  F.  Ar.  A.  M.  at  Milton  Falls, 
\'t.  He  is  a  Rejiublican  of  the  stanchest  sort  and 
it  has  been  the  desire  of  the  members  of  liis  party 
that  he  would  reiiresent  them  in  count}'  convcii- 
tioiis,  but  he  has  refused  the  appoinlment  on 
account  of  his  (a'i|)|)led  condition.  To  all  who 
love  their  country  lie  is  an  object  of  great  respect 
for  the  service  which  he   reiidereil    in   her    time   of 


need,  while  his  excellent  manageinenl,  high  degree 
of  intelligence,  and  [lersoual  character  win  him 
many  friends  and  give  him  high  repute  over  an 
extended  territory. 

The  lirst  m.arriage  of  Mr.  .baynes  occurred  in 
Wilmington  Township,  .l.anu.aiy  17.  LStltl.  Upon 
this  occasion  he  led  to  the  hymeneal  altar  .Miss 
.leiinie  Kockwell,  a  native  of  Franklin  County,  \'t., 
with  whom  he  lived  happily  until  she  was  called 
hence  in  KSTD.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Stepluai 
Rockwell,  an  early  settler  in  this  county  and  the 
owner  of  a  large  propel  ty.  The  union  washiest 
by  the  birtli  of  two  children— Stella,  who  ilied  in 
1«7'.»,  and  Arthur,  who  lives  in  Wiliiiington  Town- 
sliiii  with  his  uncle. 

A  second  alliance  was  contracted  by  Mr.  .Taynes, 
.March  12,  1.S71,  at  the  lioine  of  the  Rev.  W. 
<;.  Uenfiew  in  .r.acksou  Township.  The  lady  who 
there  became  his  wife  was  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of 
Klias  Klingler,  who  came  from  I'ennsylvania  to 
\\ill  County  in  I.S07.  Mr.  Klingler  was  a  farmer 
but  has  now  retired  and  makes  his  home  in  Man- 
hattan. Mrs.  .laynes  is  a  native  of  the  Keystone 
State,  is  well  informed,  skilled  in  housewifely  arts, 
and  |)ossesses  the  liapiiy  faculty  of  making  a  home 
in  more  than  name.  She  had  borne  her  husband 
live  children,  namely:  Lester,  Oscar,  Chester, 
Kditli  and  Alfred.  All  are  at  home  but  Oscar,  who 
is  attending  the  Normal  School  at  N'alparaiso,  Ind., 
and  ill  the  intervals  of  study  joining  the  home 
circle  in  their  [ileasures  and   duties. 


^ALTER  GRAY.  This  gentleman's  early 
identity  with  the  farming  and  stock  grow- 
interests  in  this  part  of  Illinois  entitles  him 
to  representation  in  this  BiocjR.vriiic.vL  Ai.hum  as  a 
pioneer  of  tlie  county.  His  home  is  in  Wheat- 
land Township,  where  he  located  many  years  ago. 
He  has  retired  from  the  more  active  life  of  his 
early  years,  and  though  still  having  an  interest  in 
the  farm  that  he  deveh^ped  from  the  wild  prairies, 
he  has  turned  over  its  management  to  his  sons, 
retaining  but  ten  ncres  of  it  for  his  own  use. 

Mr.  (iray  is  a  native  of   L.anarksltirc,   Scotland, 
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and  was  born  in  the  month  of  September,  1819. 
He  was  a  sun  of  Charles  and  Ellen  (Watson)  Gray, 
likewise  natives  of  Seothmd.  He  was  reared  on  a 
farm  i)rinei[ially  and  rceeived  liut  limited  educa- 
tional advantages.  He  is,  however  unile  a  reader, 
and  kee|is  [losted  on  matters  of  general  interest. 

Our  sulijeet  married  in  his  native  land  Januar\' 
1,  ISo!),  takini;-  as  his  wife  .lane  ^Vilson.  She  was 
also  of  Scottish  birth,  lujrn  September  22,  1819, 
and  a  daughter  of  Job  and  .Janette  (Anderson) 
Wilson,  natives  of  Scotland.  Four  of  the  nine 
children  born  to  i\lr.  and  IMrs.  Gray  are  now  living 
as  foUovvs:  Charles,  in  Leadville,  Col.;  .lohn  and 
Walter,  in  Wheatland  Township;  .leanette,  wife  of 
Alexander  Martin,  of  Ottawa.  Kan. 

In  IS  I'J.  desirous  of  improving  his  prospects  in 
life  and  of  lieing  able  to  liuild  up  a  home  for  him- 
self and  family,  our  suhject  emigrated  to  this 
country,  taking  [jassage  at  Glasgow,  on  a  sail 
vessel  and  after  a  voyage  of  about  twenty-six 
(bus.  landing  in  (^>uebec,  Canada.  For  a  short 
time  he  lived  in  the  Province  of  Ontario  and  then 
coming  to  the  •' States,"  he  took  np  his  abode  in 
Will  County,  and  has  been  an  honored  resident 
here  ever  since.  He  began  life  here  under  adverse 
circumstances,  having  but  fifty  cents  when  he 
landed  in  the  country.  However,  he  was  well  en- 
dowed with  brawn  and  muscle,  and  with  sturdy, 
[)ersevering,  iniUistrious  qualities,  inherited  from 
a  .Scotch  ancestiy,  and  setting  to  work  with  cheer- 
ful courage,  in  the  years  that  followed  l)}'  per- 
sistent toil  evolved  a  fine  farm  from  the  tract  of 
wild  [jrairie  that  he  purchased.  He  first  located 
in  I'lainfiehl  Township,  was  there  some  three  years 
ami  then  tuok  up  his  abode  in  Wheatland  Town- 
sliii),  liaving  secured  a  tract  of  wild  land.  He  did 
not  become  iirosperous  witlKiut  having  to  pass 
through  the  trials  and  h:u'dshi|)s  of  early  pi(meer 
life  here  and  the  emlurance  of  many  privations 
and  self  sacrifices.  His  farm  coni|)rises  two  hun- 
dred acres  of  land,  finely  improved,  and  provided 
with  excellent  buildings,  and  is  under  the  manage- 
ment of  his  two  sons,  .b)hu  and  \\alter,  he  retain- 
ing a  life  interest  in  it.  He  has  here  a  comfortable 
home  and  has  the  use  of  ten  acres  of  land.  He 
has  been  greatly  assis'ed  in  his  labors  b_y  his  de- 
voted comiianion,  who   may    well    be  ilescribei,!   in 


the  following  words,  as:  "The  housewife,  clean 
of  heart  and  conscience,  the  buckler  and  helpmate 
<jf   her   husband." 

By  his  life  of  industry  and  uprightness  Mr. 
Gra^-  has  won  not  oidy  worldly  gain,  but  the 
affection  and  confidence  of  all  about  him.  For 
many  years  a  Presbyterian,  he  has  never  wavered 
in  his  adherence  to  his  faith,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  consistent  members  of  the  United  Presbj'te- 
rian  Church  in  Wheatland,  his  wife  also  belonging 
to  tliat  church.  In  politics  he  is  a  sturdy  sup- 
porter of  the  Republican  party.  He  has  been  a 
School  Director  for  a  number  of  years  and  has 
always  favored  all  schemes  for  the  educational  and 
moral  elevation  of  the  community. 


f,  AMKS  DOUGLAS  BH(,)WN,  as  his  given 
name  would  [lartially  indicate,  traces  his 
ancestry-  back  to  a  family  that  has  been 
liistoric  for  centuries.  The  Douglas  name 
figures  largely  in  Scotch  as  well  as  in  American 
history.  The  origin  of  the  family,  their  original 
coat  of  arms,  and  early  achievements,  are  wrapped 
in  mystery  although  many  traditions  are  extant, 
some  of  which  doubtless  have  solid  foundation  in 
fact.  Efforts  have  been  made  b}^  members  of  the 
family  in  recent  years  to  snatch  from  oblivion  and 
gather  from  traditionary  and  legendary  lore,  all 
that  is  worthy  of  preservation.  Such  efforts  have 
resulted  in  a  work,  liberall}-  subscribed  for  by 
many  who  boast  the  Douglas  lilood,  wdiich  shows 
the  connection  of  our  subject  and  his  family  with 
the  name  liy  direct  Tineage. 

James  !).•  llrown  was  l)orn  in  Raymertown, 
Rcnssehu^r  County,  N.  V.,  March  12,  182G,  and 
received  his  academical  cilucation  in  the  Lyman 
Cross  Academy  in  Troy.  He  completed  the 
course  of  slud3'  at  the  early  age  of  sixteen  years 
when  he  engaged  in  the  drug  business  with  an 
uncle  at  Lansingbnrg.  The  business  has  now  en- 
g.agetl  his  attention  for  over  forty  years.  In  184G 
he  came  to  Joliet,  111.,  and  established  himself  in 
that  line  of  trade,  in  which  he  is  still  interested. 
In  istJ'.i    he  associated   with   himself  a   brother,  J. 
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H.,  since  deceased,  .ind  more  recently  his  sons, 
Horace  II.  and  Eugene  C.  Both  of  the  young  men 
.ire  graduates  in  [)iiarraac3-,  Eugene  C.  liaving 
coiupieterl  a  course  of  study  in  tlie  Cliicago  Col- 
lege of  Pharmacy  in  1881,  and  Hor.ace  in  1885. 

Tlie  trade  of  the  firm  aljove  mentioned  is  an  old 
and  (irmly  establislicd  one  and  patrons  of  the  estab-. 
lishmcnt  are  sure  to  receive  reliable  drugs,  to  have 
prescriptions  carefully  compounded,  and  to  be 
treated  with  due  courtesy  and  honor.  The  family 
is  numbered  among  the  best  class  of  citizens,  being- 
earnest,  enterprising,  and  reliable  in  their  duty  as 
members  of  the  communitj',  honorable  in  .all  their 
relations  in  life,  and  possessing  tlie  intelligence, 
culture  and  excellent  char.acter  that  win  the  respect 
of  tlieir  fellow  citizens. 

AXIEL  C.  MASON.  Among  the  estates 
of  Will  County  which  present  an  appear- 
ance of  comfort  and  home-likeness,  none 
are  more  attractive  than  one  which  occu- 
pies a  portion  of  section  5,  .Toliet  Townshi|).  and  is 
the  home  of  Daniel  M.ason  and  his  good  wife. 
Without  having  any  pretensions  to  elegance,  every- 
thing about  the  place  bespeaks  good  taste,  pros- 
perity, and  a  care  which  is  as  far  removed  from 
[larsimoniousness  as  from  a  reckless  disregard  of 
ap|)earances  and  results.  The  dwelling  is  a  pleas- 
ant one,  set  in  the  midst  of  surroundings  which 
are  quite  in  keeping  with  the  neatness  and  order 
which  |)r(v;iil  under  its  roof.  It  is  conveniently 
near  to  llie  city  of  .Toliet.  affording  to  its  in- 
mates the  liest  of  the  enjoyments  which  are 
to  be  found  in  city  life,  while  avoiding  the 
confusion,  restricted  quarters,  and  dust  of  the 
town.  Mr.  Mason  is  now  living  a  retired  life  and 
renting  his  estati'.  which  originally  comprised  two 
hundreil  and  fiftj'  acres  and  bears  all  needful  struc- 
tures for  the  carrying  on  of  farm  work. 

The  old  Bay  State  has  the  honor  of  being  the 
birthplace  of  the  parents  of  our  subject,  who  in 
their  early  life  dwelt  in  Cheshire,  Berksliire 
County.  In  the  pleasant  New  Engl.and  village  Ar- 
nold   Mason  and    Mercy  Coman  had   opened  their 


e^'es  to  the  ligiit  and  spent  their  school  days,  be- 
coming thoroughly  acquainted  with  each  othei's 
disposition  and  character,  and  having  their  eaily 
fricr,dsliip  ripened  into  a  regard  wliich  led  tticni  to 
unite  their  lives  .and  fortunes.  After  tlieii'  mar- 
riage thcj  settled  in  New  Hartford,  near  llica. 
N.  Y.,  where  they  spent  their  hai)i)y  wedded  life 
and  reared  a  large  family.  Thirteen  children  wcit 
born  to  them.  ele\-en  living  to  mature  _\ears. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  is  the 
seventh  child  born  to  his  parents,  his  natal  day 
having  been  January  12,  1811.  He  grew  to  man- 
hood in  New  Hartford,  remaining  under  the  pa- 
rental roof  until  he  was  about  twenty-one  years  old, 
in  the  meantime  having  acquired  such  a  knowledge 
of  the  ordinary  branches  of  study  as  afforded  him 
a  good  equipment  in  business.  Upon  leaving  the 
home  of  his  lioyhood  he  went  to  New  Jersey  to 
work  on  the  Delaware  k  Rariton  Canal  under  his 
father,  who  had  a  contract  for  building  a  portion 
of  that  highway.  After  working  there  a  year,  he 
joined  his  father  in  a  contract  for  excavating 
through  Bergen  Hill  foi  the  old  New  Jersey  Cen- 
tral Railroad,  and  also  thecontraci  for  digging  the 
Morris  Canal  from  there  to  .lersc}'  Cit}'. 

After  the  completion  of  these  contracts,  father 
and  son  took  one  foi'  building  two  sections  of  the 
Crotou  Water  Works,  at  New  York  City.  The 
senior  Mr.  Mason  w.as  one  of  the  three  conlractoi-s 
that  built  the  well-known  High  Bridge  over  the 
Ilalem  River.  After  completing  his  work  on  the 
water  works,  our  sulijeet  refuruecl  to  his  native 
place,  near  whic'li  he  engaged  in  farming,  remain- 
ing there  until  the  fall  of  IMd'.),  when  he  removi'd 
to  his  present  home  whei-e  he  einitinned  his  agi'i- 
eiiltur.'d  laliers  for  some  time.  Honest  industry, 
persevering  efforts,  and  prudent  management,  have 
been  crowned  with  success  in  the  career  of  Mr.  Ma- 
son, whose  efft)rts  have  been  ably  seconded  by  his 
conip.'inioM.  whose  housewifely  abilit.v  ami  wise 
eeononi\  have  prevented  the  expenditures  from 
reaching  a  ligere  beyond  wli.at  coidd  be  well  af- 
foiiled,  and  li.as  thus  lieen  instrumental  in  the  ac- 
cumulation of*their  comfortable  means. 

On  April  li;.  IHll,  the  rites  of  wedlock  were 
celebrated  between  our  subject  and  Miss  Cornelia 
II.  Kellogg,  who  was  born   and  reared    in  the   town 
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which  was  the  early  home  of  her  husband,  and  to 
whose  union  llio  same  words  will  apply  which  are 
suited  to  the  marriage  of  his  parents.  Mrs.  Mason 
is  the  second  in  a  family  consisting  of  two  sons  and 
two  daughters,  born  to  Truman  and  ]\[eliiida 
(Marsh)  Kellogg,  both  of  wlioni  were  natives  of 
Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  in  which  tlioy  died.  Mr. 
Kellogg  was  a  farmer  and  the  family  were  of  tiie 
(Quaker  faith.  Mrs.  Mason  opened  her  eyes  to  the 
light  June  S.  1  «24.  Blessed  by  nature  with  many 
fine  qualities,  her  clinracter  was  strengthened  and  de- 
veloiiod  by  careful  training,  and  she  is  to-day  a  fine 
tyjie  of  the  gentlewoman  with  motherly  qualities. 
Her  happy  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  liirth  of 
two  children — Truman  A.  and  Cornelia  i\L  The 
latter  is  now  a  widow,  having  married  Stephen 
Ainnson  Sherwood,  who  dieil  in  April,  187G,  leav- 
ing two  cliihlren — Arthur  M.  and  Louis  A.,  who 
with  their  mother  are  making  tiieir  liome  on  the 
estate  with  Mr.  and  :\Irs.  :\Iason. 

Altlimigh  reared  in  the  (Quaker  faith,  Mrs.  Ma 
s<in  is  now  a  member  of  tlu'  Central  Presbyterian 
Church.  Mr.  Mason  is  independent  in  his  political 
views,  giving  ids  ballot  to  the  candidate  whom  he 
thinks  best  ((ualified  to  carry  out  the  measures  in 
which  his  judgment  concurs.  It  would  be  hard  to 
lind  a  man  more  highly  respect('<l  or  more  deserv- 
ing of  the  good  oi)inion  of  his  fcilow-men  than  lie, 
and  it  affords  tlie  biograiiliical  wiitcr  pleasure  to 
insert  this  account  of  his  life  an<l     that  of  ids  wife. 


^-Q  '     — »,    ^ 


VrOSEPII  P.AliTlIK.LMK.  The  tlirifty  Ger- 
man AuH'rican  ek-ment  tif  .bilirt  T(.iwnship 
finds  a  worthy  re|)reseutative  in  the  subject 
of  this  notice,  who  owns  and  oceiiiiies  a 
we'ii-tillecl  farm  cm  section  5.  Here  he  has  i)ursned 
tlie  even  tenor  of  his  way  since  1  SSij,  making  a 
specialtv  of  minding  ills  own  concerns  and  living 
at  peace  among  his  neighbors.  Mr.  l'>;irthelme  is  a 
native  of  tins  county  and  was  born  in  the  city  of 
.Toliet.  May  G.  18.57.  to  .Joseph  andlMary  (Wiles) 
Barthelme,  who  were  natives  of  the  Province  of 
Alsace,  formerly  of  France  liut  now  of  ( iermany. 
The  parents  came  to  America  with  their  respective 


families  at  an  early  age  and  were  married  in  Joliet, 
after  which  the  father,  for  a  time,  ran  a  boat  on 
the  canal  and  later  was  variously  employed  until 
seciu-ing  land  and  engaging  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
Uv  farmed  for  a  period  of  twentj'  years  and  then 
retiring  from  active  labor,  made  his  home  in  Joliet 
w'here  his  death  took  place  April  4,  1883.  The 
mother  is  still  living  making  her  home  in  Joliet. 
Tliere  was  born  to  her  and  her  husband  a  familj^  of 
eleven  children,  seven  sons  and  four  datighters,  ten 
of  whom  are  living  and  of  whom  Josejjh  was  tlie 
fourth  in  order  of  birth. 

Mr.  Barthelme  lived  with  his  parents  until  reach- 
ing manhooil  and  when  they  removed  to  Joliet  he 
settled  on  the  farm  owned  by  his  mother,  in  Joliet 
Township.  He  is  now  successfully  cultivating 
seventy  acres  where  he  has  good  buildings  anil 
other  improvements.  He  was  married  November 
2-2.  1 1SS2,  to  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  John  and 
Mai-garet  Flynn,  who  were  natives  of  Count}'  Cork, 
IrelaTid,  where  the  father  spent  his  entire  life,  dying 
in  l^i7(t.  The  mother  suliscquently  came  to  America 
and  is  now  a  n'sidrnt  of  Iowa  City.  Iowa.  The 
yiarcntal  family  consisted  of  five  sons  and  three 
daughters  of  whom  Mi's.  I'.art-helme  was  the  thii'd 
in  oriler  of  birth.  Slie  is  a  n-itive  of  County  Cork. 
Ireland.  ;ind  was  born  May  22.  1  ,s.V,l.  .She  was 
eighteen  years  ohl  when  coming  to  America  and 
has  been  a  true  iiel|unate  to  her  husband,  keeping 
her  house  in  order  and  [jracticing  the  industry  and 
economy  which  have  so  much  to  do  in  the  happi- 
ness and  })rosperity  of  a  home.  The  household 
I'ircle  comprises  three  bright  children,  viz.:  Joseph 
K.,  Margari't  H.  and  John  W.  JMr.  Barthelme 
volfs  with  the  Democratic  party  and  both  he  and 
his  estimable  wife  are  prominently  connected  with 
the  Catholic  Church,  attending  services  at  Joliet. 

•^ M^B' — ^^ 

AMES  K.  ll()LI\n;s.  In  speaking  of  the 
l)ublic-spirited  citizens  of  New  LenoxTown- 
ship.  the  life  and  labors  of  this  gentleman 
'®^'  should  by  no  means  be  omitted.  He  is  the 
owner  and  occupant  of  an  estate  on  section  22, 
which    forms  a   home   of  comfort   and   good   taste, 
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such  as  might  well  satisf.v  an}'  but  the  most  ambi- 
tious of  men.  The  farm  comprises  one  liundred 
and  forty  fertile  acres  on  which  excellent  buildings 
have  been  erected  and  other  appropriate  improve- 
ments made,  and  the  agricultural  labor  to  wiiicli 
Mr.  Holmes  lias  given  his  attention  for  over  forty 
years,  is  conducted  according  to  the  most  improved 
efforts.  Nearly  the  entire  life  of  this  gontlcnian 
has  been  spent  in  this  county,  to  whicii  lie  came 
with  his  parents  in  his  eighth  year.  The  historj'  of 
his  progenitors  nia}'  be  found  in  the  sketch  of 
J.  8.  Holmes,  which  occupies  anollier  [Jage  in  this 
Album. 

The  gentleman  of  wliom  wc  write  was  the  first 
born  in  a  famil}-  of  six  ciiildren.  His  natal  day 
was  June  2."),  1827,  and  liis  birtliplace  in  Chautauqua 
County,  N.  Y.  His  parents  becoming  early  settlers 
of  Will  County,  III.,  lie  grew  to  manhood  in  New 
Lenox  Township,  which  he  has  made  his  iiome 
from  boyhood.  After  p.issiiig  his  school  dajs  lie 
followed  carpentering  and  blacksmitliing  for  seven- 
teen years,  having  a  general  repair  shop.  The 
most  of  the  time  he  carried  on  this  work  (in  his 
farm  although  for  a  time  his  shop  was  in  Spencer. 
About  186."».  he  abandoned  the  trades  and  gave  his 
attentitm  exclusively  to  farm  labors  for  iiis  |)ers(iiial 
avocation. 

On  December,  18,  l.SoO,  in  New  Leinx  Town- 
ship, Mr.  Holmes  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Susan  S.  Elswortli,  who  survived  only  until  April 
15,  1853.  She  liore  two  chiLdreij — Levi  A.,  who 
died  when  about  twelve  years  old,  and  llosetta  J., 
who  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Holmes  contracted  a 
second  matrimonial  alliance  January  8,  1851,  the 
ceremony  being  performed  at  Mokoiia,and  the  lu'ide 
being  I\Iiss  Mary  E.  Stiffler.  This  lady  was  born 
in  Miami  County,  Ohio,  January  -211,  18;)8,  being 
the  only  i-hild  of  .bifoh  and  Cynthia  (An way) 
Stifller.  Her  father  died  in  the  Buckeye  State 
about  1840,  and  the  mother  still  lives.  Jlrs. 
Holmes  possesses  a  large  amount  of  intelligence, 
pleasing  manners,  and  a  noble  Christian  character, 
and  the  duties- which  devolve  upon  her  as  wife, 
mother  and  neighbor  are  cheerfully  and  carefully 
performed.  She  has  borne  her  husband  four  chil- 
dren: Rosella,  who  died  in  infancy;  Delia  J.,  wife 
of  Isaac  M.  Gillett,  Jr. ;  William  R. ;  and  George  E. 


The  ability  of  Mr.  Holmes  and  his  excellent 
character  are  recognized  by  his  fellow  men  who 
have  desired  his  services  in  various  positions  of 
local  trust.  He  has  served  as  Township  Clerk, 
Highway  Commissioner,  and  School  Director,  serv- 
ing ten  years  as  an  incumbent  of  the  last  position. 
He  was  Postmaster  at  Spencer  from  1856  until  the 
spring  of  188y,  continuously.  His  political  adher- 
ence is  given  to  the  Democratic  party.  Mrs. 
Holmes  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco|ial 
Church,  which  her  husband  also  attends. 


P'RANK  AV.  SCL'TT,  Secretary  of  the  Joliel 
;  Wheel  Company,  and  also  of  the  Jolict 
.  Barb  Wire  Company,   is  numbered   among 

the  .active  business  men  of  the  city  and  has  for 
many  years  lieen  identified  with  its  leading  inter- 
ests, lie  is  the  offspring  of  an  old  and  highly  re- 
spected family  and  the  only  child  of  the  well-known 
H.  B.  Scutt,  who  came  to  this  county  about  18(12. 
He  was  born  M.a}'  21l.  l.S(;8.  and  aequireil  an  excel- 
leiiu  education,  completing  his  studies  at  Phillips' 
Academy  in  Andover,  Mass. 

After  leaving  the  Academy  Mr.  SeuK  retnine(l 
to  his  native  city  and  in  company  with  his  father 
became  identified  witli  the  Barb  Wire  Company,  of 
which  he  was  soon  made  the  Secretary  in  order  to 
assist  his  father  who  was  suffering  from  ill  health. 
It  was  not  long  before  he  virtually  .assumed  the 
whole  management  of  tlie  luisiness,  whicli  is  now 
being  gradually  closed  out.  In  I8,S'J,  in  coin|)an\' 
with  R.  G.  Surb'-idge  of  Chicago,  he  organized  the 
Joliet  Wheel  Company,  which  was  incorporated  in 
December,  1880,  with  a  capital  of  !S25,000.  F.  W. 
Schroeder  was  elected  President,  F.  W.  Scutt.  St'- 
cretary,  and  R.  (J.  Surbridge,  Superintendent.  They 
are  already  giving  employment  to  fifty  men  and 
expect  before  the  close  of  the  season  (18l»())  to  re- 
quire the  services  of  one  hundred  men. 

Mr.  Scutt  was  recently  elected  a  Director  of  the 
Pioneer  i^-  Commonwealth  Insurance  Company,  of 
Chicago.  He  is  also  a  Director  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association,  of  Joliet,  and  a  Trustee 
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of  the  Fiist  l'rt'sl)yterian  C'liuri_-li.  lie  wa»  mar- 
ried May  8,  18H9,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  I'ayiie,  of  Stony 
Point,  N.  Y.  Tiiey  have  one  son.  born  'Slay  11, 
18'J0,  named  Ilarrold  Benjamin.  This  lady  was 
born  November  15,  1869,  at  Astoria,  Long  Island, 
and  is  the  danghter  of  tiie  Hon.  A.  T.  Payne.  Tlie 
father  is  a  prominent  and  successful  attorney,  of 
l!rookl\n.  He  was  at  one  time  C'or[)oration  Coun- 
sel of  Long  Island  City  and  a  Ue|)resentative  to 
the  (ieneral  Assembly  of  New  York  State,  at  AI 
bany.  Mrs.  .Scutt  was  given  a  good  education  at 
Rockland  College,  Nyack,  N.  Y.,  tiien  comiileting 
her  studies  at  the  Delaware  Literary  Institute, Fi'ank- 
lin,  Delaware  County,  N.  Y. 

Hiram  B.  Scutt,  the  fatlier  of  onr  suljject,  was 
b(jrn  November  it,  1842,  in  Delaware  County,N.Y., 
and  came  to  this  county  about  LS62,  becoming  the 
employe  of  Charles  Ward,  who  operated  a  planing- 
mill.  After  tiic  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  he  cn- 
tei'ed  the  I'nion  Army  as  a  member  of  the  Second 
Illinois  Light  Artillery.  For  valiant  services  he 
was,  near  the  close  of  the  war,  pronuitcd  to  a  Cap- 
taincy, but  did  not  receive  his  c(jiumi,--si(ni  until 
after  liis  return  home. 

Mr.  Scutt,  ab(.iut    ISGS,   engaged    as    a  traveling 

salesman  for  the  (ieneva  (N.  Y. )  Nursery,  and  was 

thus  occupieil   until  IsTl.     Then   returning  to  the 

^\'est  he  was   instrumental   in  establishing  the  first 

l)arb  wii-c  business  in  Joliet,  associating  himself  in 

p;irlnersliii)  with  William  W.ntkins,   under  the   firm 

nanic   i.f  Scutt  &.  Watkins.      Later   the  .bilict  Wire    : 

Fence  Ci.inipany  was  orijani/.ccl,  of  which  Mr.  Scutt    ' 

was   made  President.     Tlu'  most   successful    enter-    ' 

1 
prise  in  which  he  engaged,  however,  was  as  a  mem-    ' 

ber  (if  the  lirui  of  H.  L.  Scutt  .V  Cd.,  wliich  inelu<led  j 
.lames  U.  Ashley,  and  engagiMl  in  the  manufacture  ' 
iif  wire  in  the  .luliet  Penil-euliaiy,  and  gave  em- 
ployment to  one  bundled  and  fifty  men.  The  com-  ( 
pany  sold  out  in  1  ss  I  to  Messrs.  ( )livcr  I'.ros.  A- 
Phiilip.s,  of  I'iltsburg.  I'a.,  who  now  continue  the  I 
business  under  the  lirru  n.imc  of  II.  ]'>.  Scutt  iV  Co.,  I 
(limited).  I 

The   father   of    our  subject  was  not   engaged   ir^ 
any   business    for  a  year  aflerw;ird    but   not    being 
eonlcnl,  in  idleness,  organized  tlie  .loliet  Barb  Wire 
Company,   of  which   he   was    made   President.      In    i 
188  1  he  [Hit  up  a  liaudsonu'  i-esidcnee,  the  finest  in    | 


the  cit}^  and  pleasant!}'  located  on  North  Broad- 
wa\'.  He  was  the  first  man  to  introduce  the  electric 
light  in  the  city,  as  President  of  the  Citizens'  Elec- 
tric Light  Company.  He  never  aspired  to  political 
honors. 

Hiram  B.  Scutt  received  a  good  education  and 
during  his  early  manhood  employed  iiimself  in 
teaching  school.  He  left  home  about  1861,  coming 
to  Illinois  and  locating  on  a  farm  in  DeKalb 
County.  He  was  married  in  1866,  to  Miss  Adalaide 
Ward.  This  lady  was  born  in  1842,  in  Rutland, 
N't.,  and  whose  parents  spent  their  last  years  in 
A'ermont.  She  is  still  living,  making  her  home  in 
Joliet.  Of  her  union  with  Mr.  Scutt  there  were 
born  two  children.  F.  W.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
and  Grace,  who  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Scutt  de- 
parted this  life  .at  Lake  Geneva,  Wis.,  July  29, 
1889,  his  death  being  caused  by  paresis — an  over- 
straining of  the  mental  faculties.  He  was  thor- 
oughly respected  by^  his  neighbors  and  business 
associates,  and  during  the  last  Presidential  election 
was  quite  prominent  as  having  championed  the 
cause  of  free  trade  as  adopted  by  the  Democrac}'. 
Prior  to  this  he  had  bc(^n  a  stanch  Kepublican. 


FTEI!  BKRSCHFII).  This  young  gentleman 
!  is  of  Prussian  ancestry,  representing  a  fam- 
ily of  good  standing  in  the  old  country.  His 
parents,  IJernard  and  Sr.san(Zahrn)Berscheid 
emigrated  from  Prussia  to  America  in  1853,  locat- 
ing at  Lockport,  III.,  whci'e  I\Ir.  ISerscheid  carried 
on  milling  operations.  Tlic  family  included  eleven 
children,  of  whom  the  suliject  of  this  sketch  is  the 
third  in  oi'der  of  birth,  lie  oiiened  his  eyes  to  the 
ligiit  in  Mcndota.  May  9,  1859.  After  obtaining  a 
good  education  in  the  common  schools  he  started 
out  in  life  as  ;i  barber  in  .loliet,  continuing  in  lli..t 
business  about   four  years. 

Mr.  Px'rscheid  then  cng.aged  as  an  engineer  in 
the  Fire  Department,  remaining  in  the  seivicc 
Ihi-ee  years,  but  in  1881,  entering  the  .Sehring 
lircwing  Co.  in  tlie  capacity  of  engineer  of  their 
extensive  breweiy.  There  he  lias  since  continued 
to  labor  satisfactorily,   discharging  the   duties   de- 


1^        ^^W^1^^^     /^      ^aOt.  .c:^U^t^^ 


PORTRAIT  AJ^jD  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


46') 


volving-  upon  liiiii  and  winning-  commendation 
fnmi  Ills  emi)|()yt'rs.  lie  lias  ali'ead^'  ie|)i'es(;nled 
the  Tliinl  Ward  in  the  C'it_v  Council  two  terras,  and 
for  liie  tliird  time  was  elected  in  tiie  spring  of  IH'.mi, 
running  oa  tliis  occasion  without  opposition.  I'o- 
liticaily  he  is  a  pronounced  Democrat.  In  religion 
he  is  a  Catholic,  holding  niemhershii)  in  St.  Aloy- 
sins  Societ_v. 

-Vt  tiie  home  of  the  lirido  I)ecomlH-r  28.  1,SS2, 
the  rites  of  wedlock  were  celebrated  between 
our  subject  and  Miss  Louisa  Krb,  an  estimable 
lad^-  of  (lerman  descent,  domestic  virtues,  and  a 
similar  faith  with  himself.  Their  liapi)y  union  has 
been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  children,  n;inie<l 
respectively:  Allia  .and  Bernard  Roland. 


i.^*^^ 


.^^EORGE  VAN  DUSER.  This  fine  old  gen- 
tleman and  liiserpially  estimable  w'ife,  whose 
portraits  appear  on  the  opposite  pages,  are 
nnmliered  among  the  early  settlers  of  this  count}', 
who  came  hither  when  the  country  presented  a 
widely  different  appearance  from  that  of  to-d.ay. 
They  bore  with  their  neighbors  the  usual  toils  and 
hardships  of  pioneer  life,  and  have  made  for  them- 
selves a  good  record  morally,  socially  and  finan- 
cially. They  commenced  their  wedded  life  logotlier 
with  moderate  means  and  by  the  exercise  of  un- 
flagging industry  have  made  for  themselves  a  home 
and  a  com|)etence,  and  are  now  passing  down  tlie 
sunset  liill  of  life  in  the  midst  of  i)eaoe  and  plentj', 
enjoying  the  comforts  which  they  have  so  justly 
earned,  together  with  the  unqualified  esteem  and 
confi<lence  of  those  around  them.  They  have  a 
pleasant  home  and  much  that  makes  life  desirable. 

In  noting  the  early  history  of  the  Wan  Diiser 
family,  we  find  that  the  father  of  our  subject  was 
one  John  ^'an  Dnscr,  who  w;is  Ixirn  in  .lohnslowii, 
Jlontgomery  County.  N.  Y.,  l-'ebruary  ;!,  1772. 
Me  spei't  his  early  life  ainiil  the  quiet  scenes  of  the 
country,  olilaining  a  common-school  education  and 
becoming  familiar  with  farm  imrsuits.  When  ready 
to  establish  a  home  of  his  own,  he  was  wedded  to 
Miss  Catherine  Binghnm.  a  maiden  of  his  own 
township,  and  who  w.as  born  Oetoiici-  2i>.  17.^."i. 


The  parents  of  our  subject  for  a  time  after  their 
marriage  lived  in  Madison  County,  X.  Y.,  but  in 
18;!7  decided  to  seek  their  fiutunes  in  what  was 
then  the  I'ar  West,  and  came  to  this  county  in  .lune, 
that  yc:ir.  The  father  secured  a  tract  of  land  in 
New  Leno.x  Townshi[>,  where  he  cng.aged  success- 
fully in  farming,  building  up  a  comfortable  home- 
stead, where  he  and  his  estimable  partner  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  days.  The  mother  passed  away 
August  2.").  ]s."j2.  .lohn  \'an  Duser  departed  this 
life  April  21,  ISGO.  ISoth  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  lOpiscopal  Church,  and  there  was  born 
to  them  a  family  of  eleven  children,  George  Van 
Duser  being  the  only  one  surviving. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  sixth  child  of 
his  parents,  and  was  born  Jul}'  I'J,  1817,  in  Lenox, 
Madison  County,  N.  Y.  He  there  sjjcnt  the  d.ays 
of  his  bo3diood  and  3ont,h  until  1830,  then  starting 
out  for  himself,  made  hi»  way  westward,  arriving 
in  Chicago  in  the  fall  of  the  year,  and  sojourned 
there  until  the  following  June.  He  then  came  to 
this  coiHity,  and  selecting  his  future  location,  com- 
menced the  development  of  a  farm,  which  has  since 
been  liis  home.  He  was  married  at  Joliet,  Novem- 
ber 2.'),  18  1(»,  to  Miss  Elmina,  daughter  of  the  Hon. 
Nathaniel  and  Acsah  (Wheeler)  Mellen.  The 
young  [leople  commenced  their  wedded  life  together 
at  the  homestead  which  thej-  now  own  and  occupy, 
and  have  labored  faithfully-  together  in  llii>  build- 
ing up  of  a  home  for  themselves  and  their  cliil- 
dren. 

The  father  of  JMrs.  Van  Duser  was  born  in  Farm- 
inghani,  Mass.,  Januar}-  4,  1704,  while  his  good 
wife  was  born  in  Connecticut,  November  27,  1791. 
.Vfter  marriage  thej- settled  in  Bennington  County, 
^'t..  but  finally  decided  to  seek  their  fortunes  in 
the  West,  and  emigrated  to  what  is  now  Kankakee 
County,  this  State,  arriving  here  in  October,  1838. 
Mr.  .Mellen  selected  a  tract  of  land  along  the  Kan- 
kakee River,  wiiere  he  oi)encd  up  a  good  farm,  and 
there  with  his  estimable  partner  spent  the  remain- 
dvr  of  his  days.  Mr.  Mellon  died  .^larch  27,  ISGC, 
The  mother  survived  her  husband  for  a  period  of 
nine  j'cars,  her  death  taking  place  October  27,  187"). 
They  were  rniversalists  in  religious  belief  and 
honest  and  u|)right  )ieople,  who  gained  the  esteem 
<if  all  around  them.     Nathaniel  Mellen  was  a  prom- 
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inent  man  in  the  town  of  AVinliall.  Benninyton 
County,  \'t.,  where  he  served  as  .lustioe  of  the 
Peace,  Township  Clerk  and  Selectman.  He  fairly- 
earned  his  title  of  Honorable  by  serving  several 
terms  in  the  State  Legislature  in  Vermont. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Melleii  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  six  of  whom  are  living.  Mrs.A'an  Duscr 
was  the  second  born,  and  first  opened  her  eyes  to 
the  light  in  Bennington  County ,Vt.,  May  30,  1818. 
She  obtained  her  education  in  the  common  schools, 
.'ind  remained  a  member  of  the  parental  household 
until  her  raairi.age.  Her  family,  as  did  that  of  her 
parents,  numbered  also  seven  children.  The  eldest, 
a  daughter.  Emily  A,,  is  the  widow  of  John  Wid- 
i.ey;  Elmina  A.  married  Joshua  Barrett;  George 
Jerome  is  married,  and  is  a  resident  of  Franklin 
County,  Iowa;  Gilbert  M.  lives  in  Wilson  County, 
Kan.;  Eddie  H.  remains  at  home  with  his  parents; 
Flora  O.  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Gorham,  of  Monona 
County,  Iowa;  Ida  E.  died  when  twelve  years  old. 

Mr.  Van  Duser  is  the  only  survivor  of  his  father's 
large  family.  He  has  alwa^'s  been  content  to  fol- 
low agricultural  pursuits,  and  has  a  well-tilled  farm 
of  ninet3'-three  acres,  which  yields  him  a  comfort- 
able income,  and  upon  which  he  has  made  good  im- 
provements. His  honored  father  was  the  first 
Supervisor  of  New  Lenox  Township,  to  which  he 
gave  its  name  in  honor  of  Lenox,  Madison  County, 
>'.  Y.,  where  he  liad  formerly  lived.  While  a  resi- 
dent of  the  Enii)ire  State,  he  held  the  office  of  Jus- 
ti<'C  of  the  Peace  for  the  long  period  of  sixteen 
years  in  succession. 


"l^iOBEKT  FERGUSON,  deceased,  was  a  pio- 
|W^  necr  of  Will  Coiuity,  and  as  one  who  ma- 
<Ai  *,  terially  contributed  to  develop  its  rich  ag- 
ricultural resources,  and  as  an  early  settler 
of  Plainfield  Township,  where  he  built  up  for 
himself  and  family  a  desirable  home,  he  is  well 
worths  of  re[)resentation  in  this  Biographical  Ar,- 
lUM.  County  Derry,  Ireland,  was  the  birthplace  of 
our  .subject,  ,and  also  of  his  father,  who  bore  the 
sr.me  name,  ho  being  of  Scotch  antecedents.  The 
latter    was  a   trader,   dealer    in    linen    fabrics,  and 


in  184:0  he  emigrated  to  this  country  and  located 
in  Easton,  Pa.  He  resided  there  for  two  years 
and  then  came  to  Will  County,  and  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  at  the  home  of  our  subject,  d3'- 
iug  in  March,  1881,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eightj'- 
eight  years.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Nancy  McDougall,  preceded  him  in  death  many 
years,  dying  in  Easton,  Pa.,  in  1852.  They  had 
but  one  son,  our  subject,  and  one  daughter,  Mary 
A.,  who  married  John  W.  Johnson  and  lives  iu 
Will  County. 

Robert  Ferguson  was  reared  in  his  native  land 
until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  came 
to  America  and  located  at  Easton,  was  employed 
in  a  wire  manufactory  and  resided  there  until  1852. 
Then  in  the  vigor  and  prime  of  manhood,  he  came 
to  this  county  intending  to  devote  himself  to  farm- 
ing. He  first  purchased  eighty  acres  of  wild  prai- 
rie land  on  section  35,  Plainfield  Township,  paying 
therefor  ><5  an  acre.  He  immediately  set  about 
its  improvement,  preparing  the  laud  for  cultiva- 
tion and  erecting  a  temporarv  building  for  the 
shelter  of  his  familj',  which  he  replace<l  some  years 
later  by  a  frame  house.  He  was  much  prospered  in 
his  undertakings  and  was  subsequently  enabled  to 
bu\'  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  more  land  in  the 
same  section,  upon  which  he  erected  a  fine  set  of 
frame  buildings,  replete  with  all  conveniences,  and 
here  his  useful  life  was  brought  to  a  close  b}'  his 
untimely  death,  IMay  31,  1888. 

Mi\  Ferguson  was  greatly  indebteil  for  the  posi- 
tion he  attained,  to  the  help  he  received  b^-  his 
worthy  wife  to  whom  he  was  united  in  marriage 
in  1841.  She  still  occupies  the  old  homestead,  the 
farm  being  ably  managed  by  her  son  James.  Mrs. 
Ferguson's  maiden  name  was  Nancy  McDougall, 
and  she  is  also  with  her  husband,  a  native  of 
County  Derry,  Ireland.  Her  father,  Edward  Mc- 
Dougall, is  supposed  to  have  been  a  native  of  the 
same  county,  where  he  carried  on  the  pccupation 
of  farming.  Later  in  life  he  came  to  America  to 
join  his  children,  and  resided  for  a  time  in  New 
York,  his  last  years  were  spent  in  this  county.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Mollie  Smith,  and 
she  too  wa£  born  in  Count)'  Derr}',  her  father, 
Jacob  Smith,  being  also  a  native  of  Ireland,  where 
he  carrieil  on  farming  and  spent  his  entire  life.  She 
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died  in  New  York.  ilrs.  Ferguson's  only  brother, 
James  died  in  New  York.  Slieliad  three  sisters^I"!- 
lie,  who  married  a  Mr.  McC'lanahan  and  is  now  de- 
ceased;  Sallie,  who  married  Thomas  Li'jjifelt  and 
is  now  deceased;  Eleaiinr,  who  married  -loseph 
RlcC'lintock  and  lives  in  Joliet.  Mr.  and  I\Irs.  I-'er- 
giison  had  seven  ehililrcn  all  of  whom  arc  li\in<i;: 
Robert  M..  John  J.,  .Iose|)h  I\I.,  Eleanor,  James, 
Wary  and  Jennie. 

Mi\  Ferguson  possessed  in  a  large  degree  the 
qualities  neeessar3-  for  success  in  a  fanner's  call- 
ing, and  as  we  have  seen  attained  it,  i)lacing  him- 
self among  the  solid  well-to-do  citizens  of  the 
townshi|).  His  inherent  traits  of  c'laracter  won  him 
a  good  name  and  a  good  standing  in  the  commun- 
ity, ami  as  a  pioneer  his  menifiry  will  ever  be  re- 
s|)ected  in  I'lainlield.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ferguson 
wei'e  reared  in  the  I'aiih  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
but  after  coming  here,  identified  themselves  with 
the  Congregational  Church  and  Mrs.  Ferguson  is 
.still   a  failhful  attendant. 

ILLIAM  ERi;,  Treasurer  of  the  People's 
.'.oan  &  Homestead  Association  at  Joliet, 
is  also  engaged  as  a  money  loaner  and 
dcahrin  real  estate.  He  is  a  man  of  unquestioned 
business  abilitj',  and  in  years  is  still  on  the  sunny 
side  of  fort}-,  having  been  born  May  26,  1843. 
His  native  place  was  on  the  uther  side  of  the  At- 
lantic in  the  (irand  ])ueh3^  of  I?aden,  Germany, 
and  he  comes  of  unadulterated  CJerman  stock.  lie 
inherits  from  a  substantial  ancestr\-  the  qualities 
which  have  made  this  nationalif}'  one  of  the  Ijcst 
on  the  face  of  the  globe. 

Pantale  Erb,  the  father  of  our  subject,  emigrated 
to  America  in  the  fall  of  1815,  locating  in  Louisi- 
ana, and  four  years  later  sent  for  his  family,  which 
consisted  of  the  mother  and  two  children,  William, 
our  subject,  and  Hannah,  now  Mrs.  Kaffer,  of  Joliet. 
The  family  remained  residents  of  Louisiana  until  the 
spring  of  1856,  then  came  to  this  county  and  located 
in  Joliet,  where  they  lived  until  the  death  of  the 
father,  which  took  place  Febiiiary  ft,  1SS7.  Two 
more  children   in  the  mi'Mutime  had    liccn  added  to 


the  family  circle,  viz:  Louisa,  INIrs.  Peter  Reirschiet, 
whose  husband  is  an  Alderman  from  the  Third 
Ward.  :nid  Anlhoiiy.  who  died  in  Joliet  March  27, 
I.Sf^ll.  The  niotlior  is  still  living,  making  her  home 
with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Reirschiet,  in  Joliet,  and 
is  now  sevent3--seven  years  old. 

-Mr.  Erb  acquired  a  good,  practical  education  in 
the  cotnmon  school  and  at  an  early  age  imbibed  the 
habits  of  industry  which  have  been  the  secret  of 
his  success  in  life.  When  leaving  school  he  em- 
ployed himself  at  whatever  he  could  find  to  do  to 
earn  an  honest  dollar,  and  with  the  thrift  and  pru- 
dence which  is,  almost  without  exception,  charac- 
teiislic  of  his  countrymen,  he  was  soon  enabled  to 
store  away  a  snug  little  sum  of  money.  He  re- 
mained unmarried  until  a  man  of  twenty-eight 
jears  aud  was  then  wedded,  June  7,  1S71,  to  Miss 
Sophia  Trabing,  of  .loliet.  Soon  afterward  he  em- 
barked in  the  coal  business  at  which  he  continued 
successfully  until  the  spring  of  1876,  when  he  sold 
out  and  established  himself  in  the  retail  grocery 
trade  of  Washington  8tr(;et.  This  enterprise  also 
proved  succcssfid,  he  building  u[)  a  fine  trade,  and 
he  was  thus  occupied  until  September,  1885.  Then 
selling  out  he  embarked  in  his  present  enterprise. 
He  is  now  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  competency  with 
the  pros()ect  of  sulllcient  means  to  defend  him 
against  want  in  his  old  age. 

Mr.  Erb,  in  the  S|)ring  of  1  S.s.S,  was  elected  to 
his  inesent  position  as  Treasurer  of  the  Loan  <k 
Homestead  Association,  in  which  he  has  been  a 
Director  since  1878.  He  was  one  of  its  first  stock- 
holders and  has  always  been  warmly  interested  in 
its  success.  He  owns  and  occupies  one  of  the  finest 
houses  in  the  city  and  h.as  large  real  estate- interests 
aside  from  tliis.  To  him  and  his  estimable  wife 
there  have  been  Imm'u  three  children — (Jeoro-e, 
Louise  and  Eilwin.  They  are  all  under  the  home 
i-oof.  ami  it  is  the  intention  of  their  father  to  give 
them  the  best  advantages  within  his  power. 

Mrs.  Erb  was  born  in  the  German  Province  of 
Hesse-Darmstadt,  in  185."5,  and  came  with  her  j'ar- 
ents  to.  the  United  States  when  a  child  of  twelve 
years.  Her  parents,  Jacob  and  Louisa  Traliiuir, 
were  also  of  German  birth  and  ancestry  and  are  now 
residents  of  Will  County. 

The    People's    Loan    A'    Homestead    Association 
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was  organized  in  April,  1875,  largely  through  the 
instrumentality  of  Edwin  B.  !N[:ison,  and  having  for 
its  first  President,  James  O.  Ehvoi)d.  Its  second 
President  was  Charles  Pettigrew.  Upon  his  retire- 
ment F.  W.  Plant  was  elected  J'resident  and  is  still 
serving.  The  other  officials  are:  I.  C.  Norton, Vice 
President;  William  Erb,  Treasurer;  Horace  Weeks, 
Kecretarj'.  The  Directors  are :  Henr3-  Pohl,  .Tohn 
Lyons,  William  Ireland,  and  G.  N.  Reistad.  The 
capital  stock  at  the  present  time  aggregates  $3,- 
(MMi,0()0,  wlijle  the  twelve  hundred  depositors  make 
a  monthly  ileposit  of  ^25,000.  The  institution  is 
thus  in  a  most  flourishing  condition,  wl;ich  speaks 
adniiralily  for  those  in  charge,  among  whom  Mi'. 
Erli  is  no  unimportant  factor.  Its  loans  at  this 
writing  araonnl  to  over  three-foniths  of  a  million 
dollars. 


VflEFFERSON  IM'MP.  The  substantial  ele- 
ment in  the  community  of  Homer  Township 
lin<ls  a  wortliy  representative  in  the  subject 
',@/'  of  this  notice,  who  is  a  man  careful  and 
conscientious  in  his  habits  of  life  and  his  business 
affairs,  and  who  has  made  for  himself  a  good  rec- 
ord, gaining  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  those 
around  him.  He  makes  his  headquarters  at  a  well- 
regulated  farm  on  section  15.  vvhich  is  supplied 
with  good  buildings,  and  has  about  it  all  the  other 
evidences  of  enterprise  and  prosperity. 

The  native  |)lace  of  Air.  Bump  was  in  Chautau- 
qua County,  N.  Y.,  and  the  date  of  his  birth  Jan- 
uary 31,  1H2G.  His  parents  were  Jacob  and  L3dia 
(Bowcn)  Bump,  who  were  natives  of  New  Ilamp- 
shirc,  and  eiiiigratf(l  to  the  Empire  State  at  an 
early  day.  settling  in  Chautauqua  County.  The_v 
liveil  thereuntil  1S;'>1,  then  came  to  Illinois  and 
settled  on  section  15.  of  what  is  now  known  as 
Homer  Township.  'J'he  father  followed  agricultu- 
ral pursuits,  and  assisted  by  his  estimable  partner, 
made  a  comfortable  home  for  his  farail3',aud  there 
both  parents  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 
There  was  born  to  them  a  family  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, Jefferson  being  among  the  younger  ones  ami 
two  of   whom  are  living. 

Mr.  Bump,  of  whom  we  write,  was  a  lad  of  eight 


years  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  this  county. 
He  grew  to  manhood  in  Homer  Township,  where 
with  the  exception  of  seven  j-ears  spent  in  Califor- 
nia he  has  since  resided.  He  went  to  the  Pacific 
>Slo|ie  in  1852,  and  during  the  years  mentioned 
was  engaged  in  mining,  meeting  witli  fair  success. 
Since  returning  he  has  devoted  his  entire  attention 
to  farm  pursuits,  and  is  the  owner  of  one  hundred 
and  eighty  acres  of  choice  land,  which  with  its  im- 
provements makes  one  of  the  most  desirable  coun- 
try' estates  in  Will  County. 

When  ready  to  establish  matrimonial  and  do- 
mestic ties,  Mr.  Bump  was  married  at  Plainfield, 
111.,  December  20,  1860,  to  Miss  Fannie  M.,  daugh- 
ter of  James  and  Nancy  (Bump)  Rockafellow.  Mrs. 
lUirap  was  born  April  30,  1844,  in  Plainfield,  to 
which  her  parents  removed  from  Lake  County, 
Ohio,  in  1831).  The  father,  who  was  a  native  of 
New  York  State,  died  at  the  homestead  in  Plain- 
field  Township  in  1856,  and  the  mother  is  still  liv- 
ing and  makes  her  home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Bump.  The\f  were  the  parents  of  two  children 
only,  of  whom  Mrs.  Bump  was  the  younger. 

Seven  children  have  been  liorn  to  our  subject 
and  his  estimable  wife,  viz.:  Sarah  A.,  the  wife  of 
Alonzo  Bump,  of  Nebraska;  Nelson  J.,  Clarence 
J.;  Nancj'  H.,  the  wife  of  Mathias  Homerding; 
Frank  G.,  Loretta  L.  and  Kate  L.  Mr.  Bump  cast 
his  first  Presidential  vole  for  Van  Buren,  and  con- 
tinues his  allegiance  to  the  Democratic  party.  He 
is  a  man  of  decided  views  and  opinions,  and  keeps 
himself  thoroughl}'  informed  upon  the  leading 
topics  of  the  d.ay.  He  has  never  aspired  to  office, 
being  content  to  occupy  himself  with  his  farming 
interests  and  the  comforts  of  his  famil}'. 


\f)OHN  J.  HUNT.  The  Nation  in  which  we 
take  such  just  pride  is  indebted  to  the  lands 
across  the  sea  for  many  of  her  most  reliable 
citizens  and  enterprising  workers  in  various 
lines  of  life.  Among  this  class  is  numbered  the 
gentleman  above  named,  who  owns  and  occupies  a 
fine  estate  in  Joliet  Township,  not  far  from  the 
city  limits.     It  comprises  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
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four  and  a  lialf  acres,  four  and  a  half  acres  on  sec- 
tion 22,  fifty  acres  on  section  23,  and  two  hundred 
acres  on  section  1,  Manhattan  Towuship,  which 
is  marlied  with  tlie  improvements  usually  made  liy 
a  man  of  enterprise,  but  which  are  above  the  aver- 
at;e  in  their  durability  and  design.  Mr.  Hunt  has 
spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  the  puisiiil  of 
agriculture,  connecting  stock-raising  with  the  tilling 
of  the  soil  to  a  considerable  extent. 

In  Somer.setshire,  England,  November  7,  18.S2, 
the  eyes  of  our  subject  opened  to  the  light,  and  in 
the  motlier  country  he  remained  until  tlie  age  of 
eighteen  years.  He  llieii  ciossed  the  briny  deep 
for  the  land  which  had  attracted  him  hy  its  promise 
of  a  broader  field  for  the  energy  which  he  felt,  and 
after  landing  on  the  Eastern  coast  he  came  to  the 
Prairie  State,  making  his  entrance  into  Joliet  July 
17,  1851.  He  found  employm('nt  on  a  farm  on 
Hickory  Creek,  where  he  worked  by  the  month 
about  seven  years,  after  which,  with  his  brother 
Mark,  he  rented  the  same  estate  for  about  fonr 
years.  His  next  enterprise  was  the  rental  of  a 
farm  belonging  to  William  Ferguson,  for  a  twelve- 
month, the  following  three  years  being  spent  as  a 
renter  on  an  estate  belonging  to  William   Hughes. 

While  living  ujion  the  Hughes  estate  Mr.  Hunt 
look  a  comi)anion  in  life  in  the  person  of  Miss 
Olive  .1.  Wheeler,  the  marriage  ceremony  taking 
place  May  7,  1801.  ^Mrs.  Hunt  was  born  in  \er- 
mont,  June  23,  183'.t,  and  exemplifies  in  her  person 
the  housewifely  ability  and  unbounded  energy  of 
the  Yankee  character.  Her  parents.  David  X.  and 
Lydia  (Stanley)  AVheeler.  are  also  natives  of  the 
Green  Mountain  State,  whence  they  came  to  Illi- 
nois early  in  the  '50s.  They  made  a  permanent 
settlement  in  Frankfort  Townshi|),  where  they  are 
still  living.  Their  family'  consists  (jf  live  sons  and 
live  daughters,  j\h-s.  Hunt  being  the  eldest. 

For  nearly  two  years  after  their  marriage  3Ir. 
and  Mrs.  Hunt  res'ded  upon  tlu'  Hughes  farm,  after 
which  the\'  bought  an  estate  in  M.anhatlan  Town- 
ship, and  removing  there  made  it  their  home  thir- 
teen years.  Having  bought  tiie  present  estate  and 
erected  upon  it  a  most  excellent  dwelling,  they  re- 
moved here  on  March  26,  1876,  with  the  intention 
of  making  this  their  permanent  home.  They  are 
the  i)areats  of  four  children,  their  daughter,  Edna 


E.,  who  is  the  youngest  child,  being  the  onl}'  one 
who  remains  with  them.  Joseph  C.  married  Cora 
Jane  Mapps,  and  lives  in  .loliet;  Cora  E.  is  the 
wife  of  John  C.  Love;  John  W.  is  now  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Michigan  (Central  Railroad. 

.Mr.  Hunt  exercises  the  right  of  suffrage  in  sup- 
port of  the  principles  and  candidates  of  the  Repub- 
lican parly.  Mrs.  Hunt  Is  a  member  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Joliet.  Among  their  associates 
they  have  many  friends,  and  by  all  to  whom  they 
are  known  they  are  classed  among  the  most  res- 
pectable and  intelligent  members  of  the  commu- 
nity-. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Hunt were  Joseph  and  Char- 
lotte (Green)  Hunt,  both  natives  of  the  mother 
couutr}',  who  died  in  Somersetshire.  The}'  had 
three  sons  and  three  daughters,  he  of  whom  we 
write  being  the  second  member  of  the  family 
circle. 


^  ARTIN  GUSHING,  D.  V.  S.    The  subject 
of  this  notice   is    a  prominent   man  in   his 
profession    and    occu[)ies  a  conveniently 
'J  arranged  establishment   at    No.    108    Ex- 

change Street,  Joliet,  in  which  he  has  conducted  a 
successful  practice  for  the  last  six  years.  His  wide 
experience  and  his  strict  attention  to  the  duties  of 
his  chosen  calling  have  rendered  him  more  than 
ordinarily  expert  and  he  avails  himself  of  all  the 
means  at  his  command  to  inform  himself  in  regard 
to  llie  various  matters  connected  therewith.  He  has 
gathered  around  him  the  various  appliances  re- 
quired for  a  successful  business  and  personally,  as 
well  as  in  business  circles,  is  highly  siioken  of  in 
business  community. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a  native  of  Utica,  N. 
Y.,  was  born  September  7,  1852,  and  is  the  son  of 
James  and  Margaret  ( McC Juade)  Cushing,  the  for- 
mer (jf  whom  was  born  in  County  Queens,  Ireland, 
anil  the  l.'ittcr  in  the  citj'  of  Paisley,  Scotland. 
James  Cushing  when  a  young  man,  emigrated  to 
.Vmerica  and  sctlli-d  in  I'tica,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was 
manned.  In  the  spring  of  1851,  resolving  upon 
seeking  the  farther  west  he  came  with  his  little 
family  to  this  State   and   settled  in  .loliet.     James 
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Cusliincf  died  November  9,  1884.  Tlie  widow  still 
resides  in  Joliet. 

Dr.  dishing  iicquired  a  i)vactii'al  education  in 
the  city  schools  of  Joliet  and  when  approacliiny,' 
manhood  was  variously  engaged  until  commencing 
the  studies  of  veterinary  surgery.  Indue  time  he 
entered  upon  a  course  of  lectures  at  the  Columbia 
Veterinary  College,  in  New  York  City,  and  subse- 
quently spent  two  years  in  the  American  College, 
in  New  York  City,  graduating  from  the  latter  in 
1885,  with  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  methods 
of  procecdure  in  ordinary'  practice.  He  at  once 
localeil  at  Joliet  and  has  now  all  tlie  business  which 
he  can  attend  to  both  in  the  city  and  country.  In 
connection  with  this  he  established  a  livery  busi- 
ness in  )iartnership  with  his  brother  James,  in  the 
city  iif  Joliet,  in  IHS'.I,  putting  up  a  fine  stone 
building  which  is  conveniently  arranged  for  hos- 
pital and  operating  purposes  located  at  No.  108, 
Exchange  Street. 

Dr.  Cushing  has  distinguished  himself  as  a  lib- 
eral and  publiespiriteil  citizen,  and  after  filliiig 
other  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility,  was  in 
188!)  elected  a  member  of  the  Git}'  Council  on  the 
Democratic   ticket. 

/^N  IIAKLKS  S.  COCKHTT,  late  .Secretary  of 
fl  ""^'    Ashley    Wire   CV)nipany,    departed   this 

^^^'  life  at  Ills  home  in  Joliet,  September  20, 
1888,  at  the  age  of  tifty-lhree  years,  having  been 
born  March  3,  1835.  His  native  place  was  Kirk- 
land,  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.  an<l  his  father  was 
Thomas  Cockett,  wlifi  was  vf  l{)nglish  descent  and 
spent  his  last  j'ears  in  New  York.  The  paternal 
grandfather  settled  on  the  Susquehanna  River  at 
an  early  day  and  built  a  number  of  mills  in  that 
vicinity,  where  it  is  pmbalile  lie  S|ient  the  remain- 
der of  his  life.  He  was  a  skilled  workman  and 
successful  man  and  became  prominently  known 
throughout  that  region. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  grew  to  mature  years 
in  his  native  county  and  obtained  a  good  educa- 
tion, completing  his  studies  in  one  of  the  schools  of 
Cooperstown,  Otsego  County.      For   several  years 


I  thereafter  he  occupied  himself  in  the  mercantile 
business  in  the  store  of  his  uncle  at  Cooperstown. 
Then  leaving  his  native  State  he  emigrated  to  De- 
catur, Mich,  and  engaged  in  the  insurance  and  ex- 
press business  until  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
War.  Determining  then  to  have  a  hand  in  the 
preservation  of  the  Union,  he  enlisted  in  Company 
B,  this  being  assigned  to  a  regiment  of  Michigan 
Infantry,  and  which  later  became  a  part  of  the 
Excelsior  Brigade  of  New  York  State.  He  served 
nearly  four  j'ears,  engaging  in  many  important 
battles  and  receiving  an  honorable  wound  at  the 
l)attle  of  Williamsburg,  lie  was  mustered  out 
after  the  close  of  the  war  and  received  an  hon- 
orable discharge.  On  account  of  having  con- 
tracted a  severe  cold  from  the  effects  of  which 
he  was  unable  to  entirely  recover,  he  was  given 
the  |iosl  of  Commissary  Sergeant,  which  he  held 
most  of  the  time  during  his  army  life.  Upon  leav- 
ing the  service  Mr.Cockett  returned  to  Decatur, 
Mich.,  and  resumed  operations  in  the  insurance 
and  express  business  which  he  conducted  success- 
fully for  some  years.  On  the  10th  of  April,  1867, 
he  took  unto  himself  a  wife  and  helpmate,  Miss 
;\Iary  J.  Smith,  anil  made  his  home  in  Decatur 
until  1875. 

In  the  year  above  mentioned,  Mr.  Cockett 
disiwsed  of  his  business  interests  in  Michigan, 
and  coming  to  Joliet,  began  dealing  in  grain  and 
was  thus  occupied  for  two  .years.  At  the  expira- 
tion <.)f  this  time  he  l)eeame  connected  with 
Messrs.  11.  V>.  Scott  &  C(j..  manufacturers  of  barb 
wire,  and  when  the  Ashlej'  Wire  'Wiirks  was  or- 
ganized he  was  made  tlie  Secretary  and  held  this 
l)(.isition  until  his  death.  He  was  a  capable  and 
reliable  business  man  and  enjoyed  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  his   fellow-citizens. 

Mrs.  Mary  J.  (Smith)  Cockett  was  born  June  8, 
is;i0,  in  New  Lyme,  Ashtabula  County,  ()hio,  and 
IS  the  daughter  of  IT.  B.  and  Mary  (Clap|i)  Smith. 
Mr.  Smith  removed  frdin  Trumbull  Cdunty, 
(Jhio,  to  Benton  Ilaihor,  where  his  death  took 
place.  Mrs.  Smith  died  June  20,  18;)9,  a  few 
days  after  the  birth  of  her  daughter.  Mr.  Smith 
lived  until  his  daughter  had  reached  womanhood. 
Mary  remained  a  member  of  the  household  until 
her  mariiage,   wliieli    resulted  in  the    birth   of  one 
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cliild  only,  a  son,  Bret  Ilarte,  who  was  born  March 
16.  1871,  at  Decatur,  Mich.,  and  remains  at  home 
with  his  mother.  Both  mother  anil  son  are  niera- 
bers  in  jiood  standing  of  tlic  Central  Prcsfiyterian 
Church. 


if  AMES  F.  MORUISEV.  It  would  lie  h.ird 
to  find  a  gentleman  of  the  same  age  who 
has  reached  so  high  a  position  in  business 
1^1/  circles,  and  held  so  prominent  a  place  in 
in  pidjlie  affairs,  as  the  subject  of  this  biograph- 
ical notice,  who  is  now  serving  ,as  a  member  of 
the  Common  Council  of  .Joliet.  He  represents  the 
sixth  ward  in  the  aldermanic  body,  and  is  serving 
his  second  term.  In  addition  to  his  public  labors, 
he  carries  on  the  sale  of  agricultur.il  imi)leiuents 
and  seeds,  at  No.  205  W.ashington  Street,  also  deal- 
ing in  road  carts,  etc. 

Mr.  Morrisey  is  a  native  of  the  city  whieli  he 
honors  by  his  abilit\-  and  service,  his  natal  dav 
having  been  April  25.  1859.  Ilis  parents  were 
James  and  Catharine  Morrise3%  both  natives  of 
Ireland,  who  came  to  America  prior  to  their  mar- 
riage, that  event  taking  place  in  this  city,  where 
the  father  died.  He  of  whom  we  write  grew  to 
maturity  here,  at  the  early  age  of  thirteen  years 
being  graduated  from  the  Joliet  Business  College. 
He  then  engaged  with  (}.  C.  Krhard,  dealer  in  ag- 
ricultural implements,  remaining  in  that  gentle- 
man's employ  eleven  years. 

The  next  move  of  j'oung  Moirisej-  was  to  un- 
dertake the  sale  of  the  same  line  of  goods  on  the 
road,  as  an  agent  for  the  Kleinfelter  &  Dillraan  Com- 
pany, with  which  he  was  engaged  eight  years.  At 
the  close  of  his  term  with  them,  he  began  business 
for  himself,  opening  his  place  of  business  in  Janu- 
ar}',  188'.J.  Thus  far  he  has  hacl  a  very  successful 
trade,  the  pros|)eets  for  the  future  being  bright 
and  encouraging.  The  long  experience  of  Mr. 
Morrisey  in  the  line  of  trade  that  he  has  adopte<l, 
gives  him  a  perfect  knowledge  of  that  in  which  he 
deals,  and  his  methods  are  strict!}"  honorable,  while 
marked  b}'  a  spirit  of  enterprise  and  ''push"  highly 
commendal)le  and  such  as  wins  success. 

The  public  life  of  Mr.  Morrisey   began  in  188G, 


when  he  was  elected  Assistant  Supervisor  of  Joliet 
Township,  the  office  being  so  accei)tab]3^  (illed  that 
he  was  re-elected  the  following  year.  The  next 
year  he  was  sent  to  the  Council  Chamber,  and  here 
also  his  efforts  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  com- 
munitj'  are  recognized  by  his  constituents,  and  re- 
flect credit  upon  himself.  He  is  a  member  of  St. 
Mai-y's  Catholic  Church,  which  was  organized  with 
his  father  ,as  one  of  its  early  members. 

On  October  20,  1882,  the  rites  of  wedlock  were 
celebrated  between  our  subject  and  Jliss  Etta  M. 
Ardagh,  of  Channahon  Township.  The  bride  w.is 
l)orn  in  that  township,  her  parents,  Patrick  and 
Mary  Ardagh,  being  old  residents  there.  She  also 
belongs  to  St.  Mary's  Church.  The  union  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  five  children.  The}'  are 
named  respectively,  James  R.,  Mary,  Etta,  Dora 
and  John  1). 

\tl-~.  ERBERT  II.  BALDWIN,  M.  D.,  one  of  the 
iJljWj  younger  members  of  the  medical  fraternity 
^)^  of  Will  County,  has  evidently  entered  upon 
(^^  a  successful  career  in  his  chosen  profession, 
making  a  specialty  of  electro-vapor  and  medica- 
ted baths.  He  maintains  that  this  treatment  is 
superior,  usually  and  in  most  diseases,  to  the  in- 
ternal administration  of  medicine.  He  was  born 
in  Blue  Island,  Cook  County,  this  State,  Septem- 
lier  22,  1857,  and  is  the  son  of  Henr}-  and  Sarah 
J.  (.\lexander)  Baldwin,  the  former  a  native  of 
London.  England,  and  the  latter  of  Pensylvania. 
Henry  Baldwin  came  to  America  about  1855-5G, 
and  died  in  the  year  1858.  He  was  a  well-edu- 
cated man  and  followed  the  profession  of  a  teacher. 
The  mother,  after  the  death  of  her  iuisband,  made 
her  home  in  Blue  Island,  and  is  now  assistant 
Principal  of  one  of  the  public  schools  of  Chicago. 
The  subject  of  this  notice  was  the  only  child  of 
Ills  parents,  and  attended  the  schools  of  his  native 
place,  gr,adu,ating  from  the  High  Sciiool  there. 
Later  he  sui)plcraented  his  education  b}-  attend- 
ance at  the  Cook  County  Normal,  at  Englewocd, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  187(J.  For  five 
years  thereafter  he  occupied   liims(;If  as  a  teacher 
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in  the  schools  of  Cook  and  Will  Counties.  In  the 
meantime  lie  was  Principal  of  the  schools  of  New 
Lenox,  Prospect  Avenue  and  Washington  Heights. 
He  commenced  tlic  study  of  medicine  under  tlie 
instruction  of  Dr.  H.  W.  Alexamler,  with  wiiom 
lie  remained  as  student  and  associate  for  scx'eral 
years. 

The  Doctor  finally  entered  the  Chicago  Medical 
College,  from  whicli  he  was  graduated  in  lt<S3. 
He  commenced  the  inaclice  of  his  profession  in 
Joliet,  where  he  remained  something  over  a  year 
then,  crossing  tlic  :Mississii)pi,  went  to  Ilankinson, 
N.  Dak.,  where  lie  remaiiicil  until  tlu'  death  of  Dr. 
Alexander,  May  27,  ISSlt.  Uetuining  then  to  Jol- 
iet. he  took  u|)  the  Doctor's  practice  and  is  liuild- 
ing  up  a  fine  business.  He  belongs  to  the  Will 
County  Medical  Society,  and  keeps  himself  posted 
uiiou  modern  methods  of  treatment,  both  in  con- 
nection with  his  specialty  and  the  regular  [iractiee. 

Dr.  Baldwin  was  married  June  25,  1888,  at  the 
bride's  home  in  Jlinneapolis.  Minn.,  to  Miss  Min- 
neaxie  A.  Folsom.  This  lady  was  born  in  that 
city,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Prof.  J.  Folsom,  also  of 
Minneapolis.  The  Doctor  and  his  amiable  lady 
occupy  a  neat  home  on  Nortli  Broadway,  and  en- 
joy the  acquaintance  and  friendsliip  v(  its  best 
citizens.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican,  and  both 
he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 


OSEPII  FREDRICK.  The  eiiteriirising  sons 
of  the  Fatherland  have  permeated  through 
all  parts  of  the  United  .States,  and  left  their 
ineffaceable  mark  as  the  sign-manual  of  in- 
dustry, energy  ainl  a  iiersevei'ance  wliieli  has  never 
admitted  the  existiiice  of  any  siicli  word  as  "  fail." 
They  have  brought  to  their  adopted  country  the 
steady  habits  which  were  transmitted  to  them  from 
a  substantial  ance.--try,  and  by  which  they  have 
arisen  to  prominent  ijositions  in  the  industrial  as 
well  as  the  political  world.  Thej'  came  to  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Illinois  when  it  was  first  opened  for  settle- 
ment, and  have  built  up  some  of  its  most  fertile 
farms  and  valuable  homesteads. 


•^ 


The  subject  of  tliis  notice — one  of  the  most  sub- 
stantial farmers  of  Joliet  Township — is  a  native  of 
the  province  of  Alsace,  then  a  province  of  France, 
but  now  of  Germany,  and  was  born  April  20, 
1S20.  He  was  the  eklest  in  a  family  of  seven  chil- 
dren, the  offs|iring  of  Mothen  andKathrina  (Steck) 
Fredrick,  who  were  natives  of  the  same  province 
as  their  son,  and  where  they  si)ent  their  entire 
lives. 

In  1.S4(),  when  a  young  man  of  twenty  years,  the 
subject  of  this  notice  emigrated  to  America,  land- 
ing in  New  York  City.  Tlieuce  he  made  his  way 
to  Buffalo,  and  from  there  emigrated  to  Chicago, 
111.,  and  a  short  time  afterward  we  find  him  in 
Joliet,  this  c(uint\-,  occupied  at  whatever  honest 
latxu'  he  could  find  to  do.  For  a  time  he  was  em- 
ployed on  a  canal,  but  later  worked  for  a  farmer  in 
DuPage  County,  remaining  with  him  three  years. 
In  the  meantime  he  made  the  acquaintance  of  Miss 
Sarah  Wise,  t(_i  whom  he  was  married  at  Naperville, 
in  1844.  After  the  birth  of  one  child,  Mr.  Fredrick, 
in  1848,  removed  to  Joliet  where  he  lived  one 
year.  His  next  removal  was  to  the  farm  which  he 
iiC)W  owns  and  occupies,  and  uhieh  lies  a  short  dis- 
tance west  of  the  city  limits. 

SiiK'c  his  removal  to  this  place  Mr.  Fredrick  has 
given  his  entire  attentitm  to  iigricultural  pursuits. 
His  fine  farm  with  eighty  acres  is  embellished  with 
good  buildings,  while  he  h.as  made  fences,  planted 
fruit  and  shade  trees,  and  gathered  together  all  the 
comforts  and  conveniences  of  modern  farm  life. 
To  him  and  his  estimable  wife  there  has  been  born 
a  family  of  twelve  children,  eight  of  whom  arc  liv- 
ing, .loseph  married  Sarah  Smith  and  lives  in 
Joliet;  Frank  K.  married  .Miss  INIargaret  Parks  and 
is  a  resident  of  Joliet;  Sarah"  is  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Bossoin,  and  they  live' in  Joliet;  Josephine,  Charles 
.v..  Oswald  .]..  William  W.  aiul  Anna  A.  are  at 
home  witli  their  parents.  The  deceased  children 
were  taken  fr(_)in  the  household  circle  at  a  tender 
age.  Mr.  Fiedrick  [lolitically.  alHliates  with  the 
Democratic  [larty .  lie  was  reared  in  the  faith 
of  the  Catholic  Chinch,  to  whieh  he  still  loyally  ad- 
heres. 

Jlrs.  Fredrick  is  the  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Sarah  (Martin)  Wise,  who  were  natives  of  the 
kingdom  of  Bavaria  and  of  German  parentage  and 
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ain.-osti-v.  They  omigr;itcil  to  Aineiica  in  1831. 
settling  first  in  Peinisylvanin.  wln'ie  they  lived 
seven  years.  In  1837  the3'  eanie  to  Illinois,  selliini,'- 
in  DiiPage  C'onnly.  where  tliey  s|ienl  tlie  elosing 
years  of  their  live?.  There  wns  horn  to  llieni  a 
family  of  seven  ehililrcn.  fonr  of  wlioni  aie  living. 
Mrs.  Tiedrifk  is  the  tliinl  eliild  ami  likewise  is  a 
native  of  r.;ivaria,  iier  hirtli  taking  [ihu'e  August  4. 
1827.  She  was  a  ehihl  of  three  or  tour  \ears  when 
eoniing  to  Ameriea.  and  reniained  under  the  [>aren- 
tal  roof  until  her  marriage. 

—l-^iH*l— 

KORGE  ALEXANDER,  wlin  ably  re|ire- 
•,  sents  the  township  of  C'liannahon,  on  the 
County  Board  of  Supervisors,  and  whose 
[lortrail  will  be  noticed  on  the  o|i[josite  page,  ia 
the  oldest  native-born  eitizen  now  living  here.  He 
is  well  known  throughout  this  part  of  Illinois  as 
one  of  its  keenest  and  most  sagacious  l)iisiness  men, 
.and  one  who  has  been  variously  identified  with  its 
interests  for  man}-  years;  by  his  energetic  and  res- 
olute force  of  ciiaraeter  and  talent  for  affairs  i)e 
has  given  a  great  impetus  to  the  growth  of  this 
section  of  country,  and  is  still  ai'tivel^'  forwarding 
various  schemes  for  its  advancement  in  important 
directions.  He  is  one  of  the  foremost  farmers 
and  raisers  of  stock,  and  owns  one  of  the  largest 
and  finest  farms  in  this  i)art  of  the  State. 

Jlr.  Alexander  was  born  on  the  Reed  |ilace, 
in  the  east  l)art  of  this  county.  October  -.'7,  1837. 
lie  comes  of  an  old  pi(.>neer  fanuly.  his  [larents, 
.lohn  and  Elizabeth  (Turner)  .Mcxander,  coming 
here  in  the  early  days  of  the  settlement  of  the 
country,  and  moving  on  the  farm  where  our  sub- 
ject now  resides,  when  he  was  a  year  old.  They 
lived  there  until  death,  the  mother  dsing  in  is.').'!. 
and  the  father  in  185G,  he  being  killed  by  a  kick 
from  a  horse.  He  was  -j.  native  of  Scotland  but 
was  reared  in  England,  and  v\as  Iheic  married  and 
in  1836  came  to  this  country  with  his  wife,  and 
located  here  perraanentlj'.  He  crossed  the  .Mian- 
tic  live  times,  and  in  1835  first  set  foot  in  Chicago, 
which  was  then  but  an  insignificant  hamlet. 

Uur  subject  is  the  third  in  a  family  of  six   chil- 


dren, and  was  reared  amid  pioneer  scenes  to  a 
stahvart  manhood,  lircd  to  ai;ricultural  pursuits. 
His  father  was  a  well-educated  mtiii,  and  taught 
school  in  the  early  days  of  the  settlement  of  this 
coui.ty,  and  (tur  subject  besides  attending  the  local 
school  received  the  benelit  of  instruction  from  his 
father,  and  thus  obtainecl  a  lilieral  education.  He 
started  in  business  for  himself  with  thirty-five  acres 
of  land,  and  has  met  with  Uiore  than  ordinary  suc- 
cess, being  now  the  possessor  of  seven  hundred 
and  fifty-live  acres,  all  of  which  li(_'s  within  live 
miles  of  his  home.  His  homestead  is  on  section 
15,  Channahon  Township,  lying  on  the  banks  of 
the  Desplaines  River.  The  Chicago  &  Alton  and 
Santa  Fe  Railroads  run  through  the  farm  near  his 
house,  and  a  station  has  been  located  about  a  mile 
from  there.  He  early  gave  his  attention  to  the 
grain  and  cattle  interests,  and  also  to  raising 
horses,  having  made  a  specialty  of  the  st(.>ck  bus- 
iness, shipping  to  Chicago,  Buffalo,  and  even  to 
Albany,  and  has  been  thirteen  days  on  the  road 
with  his  cattle.  This  he  followed  a  long  time,  be- 
ing in  i)artnershii)  with  C.  ( '.  Smith  for  nineteen 
years;  they  also  oiiened  a  butter  factory  in  the 
village  of  Channahon,  which  they  manageil  to- 
gether for  several  years,  handling  as  many  as  six- 
teen thousanil  pounds  of  milk  per  day,  making 
butter  an('  cheese.  Our  subject  has  by  no  means 
confined  himself  to  agiicultural  pursuits,  but  has 
been  engaged  in  oilier  directions.  He  was  con- 
nected with  .lames  Bruce  in  (piarrying  and  ship- 
[ling  stone,  furni-.liinL;"  the  lluxing  stone  to  the 
rolling  mills,  he  having  a  specially  fine  stone  on  his 
[ilace  adapted  to  that  purpose.  At  different  times 
he  contracted  with  the  .State  to  furnish  the  prison 
with  meat,  in  company  with  C.  C.  Smith. 

February  14,  18G0,  Mr.  Alexander  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Emeline,  daughter  of  Nelson 
Bedford,  of  New  Jersey.  They  have  had  seven 
chihlren.  five  of  whom  survive,  namely:  Nettie, 
Hattie,  3Iary.  .John  and  Ruth,  the  latter  a  child 
living  with  her  parents.  Nettie,  the  eldest  keeps 
house  for  her  brot  er  John,  who  is  now  nianaging 
one  of  his  fatiier's  farms  in  Wilmington  Township; 
Hattie  is  tiie  wife  of  William  .Jennings,  formerl}- 
of  Will  County,  now  residing  in  Crawford  County, 
Kan.,  and  they  have  three  children — Emma,  George 
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and  Blanche;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Allison  Tryon. 
of  Channahoii,  and  they  have  two  children— C4eoi-ge 
and  Louis. 

INIr.  Alexander  is  a  man  of  fine  physical  and  men- 
tal cnilowiuents  and  his  honorable,  conscientious 
course  as  a  business  man,  his  far-seeing  qualities, 
tact  and  enterprise  make  him  an  invaluable  citi- 
zen of  his.native  county,  and  it  is  to  the  influence  of 
such  men  of  fertile  brain  and  liberal  spirit  that  Will 
County  is  indebted  for  its  high  standing  and  pros- 
perity, lie  is  generous,  frank  and  kind,  genial 
and  courteous  in  his  intercourse  with  others  and 
occupies  a  warm  place  in  the  hearts  of  his  many 
friends.  He  is  a  leader  among  the  Democrats  of 
this  section,  takes  a  prominent  pai't  in  public 
affairs  and  was  elected  Supervisor  on  that  ticket,  a 
position  for  which  he  is  peculiarly  well  fitted.  lie 
is  identified  willi  Channahon  Lodge,  No.  202,  A.  F. 
&  A.  M. 


EVI  HARTWELL.  "  Deacon  "  Hartwell 
j  (/3)  as  he  has  been  known  from  lioyhood,  is 
numbered  amo'.ig  the  oldest  and  most  hon- 
ored settlers  of  Homer  Township.  There  are  living 
but  two  or  three  of  the  men  whom  he  found  in 
this  township  when  first  coming  to  Will  County. 
Not  only  has  he  maintained  his  residence  here  for 
the  long  period  of  fifty -seven  years,  but  he  has 
been  one  of  the  township's  most  prominent  and 
useful  men.  identifying  himself  with  its  most  worthy 
enterprises  and  giving  his  moral  and  substantial 
aid  to  whatever  was  calculated  for  the  promotion 
of  its  best  interests.  He  is  a  man  whose  opinions 
are  thoroughly  respected  and  who  is  looked  up  to 
by  his  neighbors  as  one  possessing  more  than  or- 
dinary ability  and  whose  integrity  has  been  main- 
tained unquestioned  during  the  changes  of  a  long 
and  useful  life.  His  occuiiation  has  been  that  of  a 
farmer,  in  which  he  has  been  successful,  securing  a 
home  to  defend  him  against  want  in  his  declining 
years. 

Mr.  Ilarlwcll  is  descended  from  excellent  sti)Ck 
which  fiourislie(l  in  New  England  during  the  Colo- 
nial days.     His  father,  the  late  Samuel  IJartweU. 


was  a  native  of  Hadley,  I\[ass.,  and  born  in  178!). 
His  mother  who  bore  the  name  of  Abigail  Davis, 
was  born  in  1799.  and  it  is  believed  was  of  French 
parentage,  being  also  herself  probablj'  born  in 
France.  The  parents  after  marriage  settled  in 
Rochester,  N.  Y.,  where  the  father  occupied  him- 
self as  a  carpenter  and  farmer.  Later  thej-  became 
residents  of  Pittsford,  Monroe  Count}',  where  the 
mother  died  in  1828. 

After  the  decease  of  his  wife  Samuel  Hartwell 
i-eturned  to  his  native  State,  and  in  1834  met  an 
accidental  death  by  falling  from  what  was  known 
as  Dry  Bridge,  near  Hadley,  where  he  was  found 
with  life  extinct.  The  parental  family  consisted 
of  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  of  whom  our 
subject  was  the  eldest.  He  was  born  in  Hadley, 
Mass.,  December  10,  1817.  and  at  the  early  age  of 
eleven  j'ears  was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources 
and  compelled  thereafter  to  look  out  for  himself. 
He  entered  upon  an  apprenticeship  at  blacksmith- 
ing,  serving  seven  years  with  the  late  John  Lane. 
In  June,  1833,  he  came  in  company  with  Mr.  Lane, 
to  this  county  which  was  then  a  part  of  Cook 
County.  After  completing  his  apprenticeship  he 
followed  his  trade  mostly  in  Homer  Township,  un- 
til 1870.  but  at  the  same  time  operated  his  farm  in 
connection  therewith.  In  due  time  he  engaged 
in  business  for  himself  and  manufactured  steel 
plows  which  were  sent  all  over  the  country,  there 
being  ship[jed  to  California  alone  seven  hundred 
of  these,  which  was  sufflcient  indication  of  their 
popularity  and  utility.  Mr.  Hartwell  also  manu- 
factured other  agricultural  implements  and  from 
this  source  realized  handsome  returns. 

In  1839,  Deacon  ILartwell  i)urchased  thirty  acres 
of  land  on  section  20,  Homer  Township,  and  which 
was  considered  practically  worthless,  being  mostly 
a  marsh.  Its  condition  to-day  illustrates  in  a 
marked  manner  the  results  of  good  management, 
industry  and  perseverance,  as  combined  with  what 
he  subsequently  purchased,  it  now  comi)rises  some 
of  the  most  valuable  soil  in  Will  County. 

Wisely  making  provision  for  a  family  before  he 
assumed  the  resi)Onsibilities  of  one,  Mr.  Hartwell 
remained  unmarried  until  approaching  the  twenty- 
fifth  year  of  his  age  and  was  then  wedded  Novem- 
l)er  3,  1842,  at  the  bride's   home  in  Homer  Town- 
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.•<lii|)  1(1  Mij^s  Louisa,  daiiglitur  of  Kilwai'd  ami  Sarah 
(.Mdi'i-is)  I'oor.  The  young  people  foiiiuK'nceii  tlie 
jdurncy  of  life  logctlier  at  their  own  honie,  ami  la- 
bored with  a  mutual  puri)0se  in  gathering'  anuind 
themselves  the  eoniforts  of  life  and  ac(pniing  a 
eonipetenec  for  the  future.  ^L■s.  ilartwell  was  like- 
wise from  an  excellent  family.  IL'r  parents  were 
natives  of  South  Carolina  and  came  to  Illinois  in 
1830,  locating  among  the  earliest  pioiicers  of  Homer 
Township.  The  father  secured  land  and  followed 
farming  and  built  up  a  gijod  luunc  where  he  ami 
his  estimable  [lartner  sjieut  the  remainder  of  their 
days. 

Mis.  Uartwell  was  boni  near  Attiea,  Iml.,  Septem- 
lier  11,  1S2.'3.  Her  parents  had  emigrated  to  that 
.Slate  when  it  was  practically  a  frontier,  and  thus 
endured  twice  the  exi)eriment  of  life  in  a  new 
countrj-  peopled  principally  by  wild  aitiiiials  and 
Indians.  The^'  were  most  excellent  ami  worthy 
people  and  without  making  an^-  great  stir  in  the 
world,  performed  their  ducy  faithfully  to  those  de- 
pending upon  them  and  are  held  in  kindly  remem- 
brance by  all  who  knew  them.  Kdward  I'oor,  is 
supposed  to  have  [>urchased  the  first  land  secured 
from  the  Government  in  Homer  Township,  the 
deeds  of  which  were  the  first  entered  upon  the 
county  records  for  this  townshiii. 

To  yU'.  and  Mrs.  Hartwell  there  were  liuru  five 
sons,  the  eldest  of  whom,  William  K.,  died  when 
tw(.>  years  old.  William  K..  second,  during  the  lat(> 
Civil  War  served  in  the  I'liion  Ainiy  as  a  member 
of  Com|ian\' A,  Third  Illinois  Cavalry,  .aud  died  in 
the  hosijital  at  Eastport,  Miss.,  during  the  early 
ptU't  of  .^lav,  If^tlJ.  at  the  age  of  nineteen  \'ears. 
Charles  R.  died  at  the  homestead  of  cousnmptiou, 
he  being  also  nineteen  years  old;  I^evi.  Jr.,  also 
died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  3-ears.  Thus  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ilartwell  were  called  to  part  with  three  [jrom- 
ising  sous  u|ion  whom  the\'  hail  fastcuieil  many 
hopes.  In  their  great  allliction  they  were  tendered 
the  sympathy  of  many  frii'uds.  Sanuicl  follows 
agricultural  pursuits  and  lives  at  the  homestead. 
He  married  Miss  Emma  AVest.  Mrs.  Lonisa'IIait- 
vvell  departed  this  life  at  the  homestead  in  Homer 
Township,  October  26.  1867. 

On  the  22d  of  April.  l.S6s.  Mr.  Ilartwell  con- 
tracted  a   second    marriage    in    Cliirai:o.    111.,    with 


Miss  Emma  A.  Trask.  This  lady  was  born  in  St. 
Lawrence  County,  N.  V..  November  10,  1.S16,  and 
died  (jf  diiihthcria  in  Homer  Township,  Miirch  3, 
I.S86.  The  Ilartwell  f.arni  is  embellished  with  first- 
class  buildings  ami  now  embraces  one  hundred  and 
ten  acres  all  of  which  has  been  brought  to  a  high 
state  of  cuUi\-ation.  In  politics  our  stdiject  is  in- 
dependent and  although  not  a  member  of  any  re- 
ligious denomination,  believes  in  the  establishment 
and  maintainance  of  churches  and  contributes  to 
the  support  of  theCospel.  He  held  the  office  of 
Constalile  in  1S3S.  being  the  first  official  of  this 
kind  in  the  town  of  Homer.  He  luas  been  a  School 
Trustee  in  his  district  and  Overseer  and  Commis- 
sioner of  Highways  for  many  j'ears.  He  re|>re- 
sented  Homer  Township  in  the  County  Board  of 
Supervisors  two  years,  and  was  the  Poor  Master  for 
one  year.  No  man  li.as  taken  a  warmer  interest  in 
the  advancement  of  the  best  interests  of  the  com- 
niunit_y  and  none  Lave  given  a  more  cordial  support 
to  the  enterprises  calculated  to  aid  its  progress,  so- 
cially, morally  and  financially. 

us.  ELIZABETH  M.  EAR(;(),  widow  of 
Orange  T.  Fargo,  is  a  native  of  Rock  Is- 
IX  laud  Cotinty,  111.,  where  she  was  born 
May  2  I,  l.sil.  Her  parents,  Lucias  and 
Harriet  (McLean)  Mears,  moved  to  Kendall 
County  when  she  was  six  years  of  age.  Her  father 
w.as  a  carpenter  .ami  upon  the  breaking  out  of  the 
gold  fever  he  went  to  California.  While  on  his 
way  home  he  was  stricken  by  cholera  and  died  on 
board  .a  Mississippi  steamer,  Ma_y  21,  1851.  The 
widowed  mother  is  still  living,  now  in  Chicago. 
She  has  one  son,  J.  M.  t  ng.aged  in  the  commission 
business  in  that  city,  and  two  daughters,  Mrs.  C. 
N.  Check  and  Mrs.  W.  A.  Taylor,  residing  there. 
The  lady  whose  name  stands  at  the  h«id  of  this 
sketch  has  been  twice  married.  .She  has  a  son,  II. 
H.  Delos,  by  her  first  husband,  a  noble  3^oungman 
of  whom  she  is  justly  prou<l.  He  is  now  Treasurer 
of  the  Chicago  and  Auroi-a  Reliuing  and  Smelting 
Comjiany.  He  has  recently  taken  a  companion  in 
life,     his     bride     beiu-    Miss    Edith,     ilauyhter    of 
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Charles  Pettigrew,  of  the  Illinois  Steel  Company, 
with  whom  he  was  iiniteil  in  marriage  January  22, 
1890. 

On  February  18,  1872,  our  subject  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Orange  T.  Fargo,  with  whom  she 
lived  hapi)il\'  until  November  3,  187  i,  when  he  en- 
tered into  rest.  He  was  a  native  of  the  Empire 
Siale  in  which  he  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  Feb- 
ruary 10,  182'J.  lie  was  a  most  excellent  man 
highly  spoken  of  by  all  who  know  him,  his  habits 
being  unexceptionable  and  his  whole  life  most  ex- 
emplary. 

Mr.  Fargo,  iiolitically,  during  his  life  was  a 
stanch  Republican.  When  first  widowed  in  1SG8, 
Mrs.  Fargo,  then  Mrs.  Delos,  began  dressmaking 
in  Chicago,  and  has  pursued  that  vocation  ever 
since.  She  has  enjoyed  a  ver}'  large  jiatronage 
among  the  best  citizens  of  Joliet,  and  has  made 
many  friends  in  the  years  of  hei-  lesidence  lu-re. 
She  owns  the  elegant  buiding  known  as  the  Fargo 
Block,  on  tlie  corner  of  Ottawa  and  Van  Buren 
Streets.  She  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Presb}'- 
terian  Church  in  whose  work  she  takes  deep  in- 
terest. 

#'Nri)  PEDiORSON  derives  a  comfortable  in- 
come from  his  farming  oiierations,  which 
he  is  c-ari'ying  on  very  successfully  in  Will 
County.  He  is  a  representative  of  the 
Scandinavian  element  that  has  [jlayed  so  important 
a  i)art  in  tlie  settlement  and  development  of  the 
great  West,  and  his  thi'ift  and  industry  make  him  a 
most  desirable  citizen. 

Mr.  Pederson  was  born  Octol>er  7,  1827,  in  the 
province  of  'I'lironhycm,  Norway,  a  son  of  Peter 
and  Anna  (Ivnud)  Lawson,  also  natives  of  that 
country.  His  father*  was  a  tailor  by  occupation, 
but  in  the  Swedish  Norwegian  AVar  he  served  as  a 
soldier  four  years.  He  departed  Ibis  life  in  1839. 
He  and  his  wife  were  tlic  paicnls  of  eight  children, 
three  of  whom  died  young,  live  of  whom  are  still 
living,  as  folk)ws:  Mrs.  P^mily  Erickson,of  Evans- 
ton,  111.;  Knud  and  Lewis;  Mrs.  Anna  Hanson,  of 
Chicago;   Mrs.  Reg'ana  Schellstad,  of  Seattle,  Wash. 


The  paternal  grandfather  of  oiu'  subject  was  Lewis 
Pederson,  a  native  and  a  farmer  of  Norway.  He 
was  the  father  of  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  of 
whom  two  sons  and  one  daughter  reared  families. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  came  to  the  United 
States  with  him,  and  died  in  his  home  in  1871,  at 
the  venerable  age  of  eighty-three  years.  She  was 
a  daughter  of  Knud  Garmo,  who  took  his  name 
from  the  farm  on  which  he  lived.  He  and  his  wife 
reared  a  large  family  of  sixteen  children. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  biograph\'  passed  his 
earl}'  life  on  a  farm,  and  after  his  father's  death, 
worked  out  as  a  farm  laborer  by  the  month  until  he 
was  twenty-seven  years  old.  He  then  took  to  a 
seafaring  life,  which  he  abandoned  after  being 
wrecked  in  1862,  and  subsequently  came  to  Amer- 
ica to  try  his  fortunes  here,  accompanied  by  his 
mother  awl  sister  Anna.  They  located  in  Chicago, 
to  whicli  i)lace  his  other  sisters  had  preceded  him 
some  three  years  before.  After  settling  here,  he 
again  liecame  a  sailor,  and  was  engaged  on  the 
lakes  three  years.  In  the  spring  of  1866,  he  came 
to  Will  Townshi|).  having  decided  to  resume  the 
calling  to  which  he  had  been  bred.  He  bought  one 
hundred  and  fourteen  acres  on  section  6,  and  since 
then  has  been  busily  engaged  in  its  improvement, 
and  has  wrought  a  great  change,  putting  the  land 
under  excellent  tillage  and  providing  it  with  suit- 
able buildings  and  everything  neeilfid  to  carry  on 
his  operations  successfully. 

Mr.  Pederson  has  had  the  assistance  of  a  good 
and  faithful  wife  since  his  marriage,  February  14. 
1 864,  to  Inga  Margretta  Olson,  a  native  of  Norway, 
and  a  daughter  of  Ole  Schinner.  She  crossed  the 
waters  alone  from  the  land  of  her  nativity  in  1863, 
her  i)arents  following  her  in  1872,  with  three  of 
their  children.  Our  sidijeet  and  his  wife  have  been 
blessed  by  the  birtli  of  six  children,  four  of  whom 
are  living — Peter,  01i\er,  Louie  N.aud  Arthur  W. 
The  great  sorrow  of  their  wedded  life  has  been  the 
death  of  their  daughter  Clara,  at  the  ;ige  of  lifteen 
3ears,  and  their  son  Arthur  (second),  at  the  age  of 
two  and  one  half  years. 

JNIr.  Pederson  has  managed  his  affairs  shrewdly 
and  well  since  turning  his  attention  to  agriculture 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago.  and  may  well  he 
pleased  with  what  be  has  accomplished  by  his  own 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


179 


hands  with  steaci3-  and  persevering  toiL  He  and 
his  wife  are  greatlj-  esteemed  in  the  neiglilicirhfKul, 
and  are  among  the  respected  meml)prs  nf  the  ^lotlio- 
dist  Episcopal  Ciuirc-h. 


^1^,  ETKU  KNEPPER.  The  results  of  industry. 
fi  thrift  and  wise  judgment  have  been  mani- 
fested in  tlie  career  of  lliis  gentleman, 
who  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  his  finan- 
cial standing  has  fairl3-  earned  the  title  of  a  self- 
made  man.  He  owns  and  occupies  eighty  acres  of 
valuahle  land  on  section  14,  Green  Garden  Town- 
ship, and  every  part  of  the  estate  gives  evidence  of 
the  prudence  and  good  judgment  of  its  owner,  and 
likewise  betokens  that  he  is  a  man  of  good  taste 
and  domestic  instincts. 

It  will  not  be  amiss  to  devote  a  lirief  s[iacc  to 
the  progenitors  of  our  subject  ere  entering  upon 
our  outlining  of  his  own  life.  His  father,  .lolin 
Knepjier,  a  native  of  Luxembourg,  was  a  farnur 
and  stock-raiser  who  gained  independent  circum- 
stances and  a  landcil  estate  of  one  hundred  and 
forty  acres,  which  is  a  large  farm  for  that  country. 
He  was  a  parlici|)ant  in  the  Franco-Belgian  War, 
was  Mayor  of  Mertzig  six  years  and  Treasurer  of 
his  home  district  twenty-eight  years.  He  li\ed  to 
the  ripe  age  of  eighty-two  years,  dying  in  1885. 
His  wife,  formerly  Mary  Welter,  was  born  in  I'la- 
ten,  being  a  daughter  of  Philip  Welter,  a  well-to- 
do  farmer  of  that  province.  She  had  a  brother  in 
the  Franco-Spanish  War  four  years,  and  who  after- 
ward took  part  in  the  Franco-Russian  War.  She 
died  in  l^^.sT  at  the  age  of  eightj-  one  years. 

'I'he  parental  family  comprised  seven  cliililren 
of  whom  our  subject  is  the  sixth  in  order  of  birth. 
'I'he  tirst-born.  Mary,  is  deceased;  Lena.  Mrs.  Ma- 
jams,  living  in  her  native  duchy;  Anna  is  de- 
ceased; John  is  living  in  Luxembourg;  Philip 
resides  in  LeMars.  Iowa;  Frank  resides  in  Chicago. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  born  at 
Mertzig.  Luxembourg.  Februar}-  2,  1842.  and  was 
reared  in  ids  native  place,  having  the  advantages  of 
good  schools  from  his  sixth  to  his  fourteenth  3-ear. 


He  accpiired  a  more  than  ordinarily  good  education, 
receiving  instruction  in  both  German  and  French, 
which  languages  he  speaks  readily. 

The  young  man  remained  upon  the  home  farm 
until  twenty-seven  j-ears  of  age  when,  being  desir- 
ous of  securing  a  home  of  his  own  and  laml  being 
high  in  his  native  country,  he  determined  to  come 
to  America,  where  he  thought  he  couhl  better  his 
financial  condition.  He  therefore  b.ade  adieu  to 
home  and  friends  in  18()9.  and  set  sail  from  Havre, 
.lanuary  II.  on  the  steamer  "Manhattan"  which 
reached  Liverpool  three  days  later.  There  he  em- 
barked on  the  steamer  "Palmyra"  which  anchored 
in  New  York  Harbor,  January  28.  Mr.  Knepiier 
started  for  Dubuque,  Iowa,  but  wlien  he  reached 
Chicago  was  somewhat  ill  and  so  remained  there 
some  days.  Mr.  Eisenbrandt  persuaded  him  to  lo- 
cate in  this  State  and  in  Will  County.  He  there- 
fore came  into  Green  (iardeu  Townshi()  on  tlie  2d 
of  February,  and  spent  the  year  in  working  for  Mr. 
Eisenbrandt.  His  services  was  engaged  by  the 
year  the  second  time  and  after  that  exiieriencc  as 
an  employe,  he  began  farming  for  himself. 

Mr.  Knepper  rented  one  hnndre(l  ami  twenty 
acres  from  his  former  employer  and  u|iei'ated  it 
quite  successfully.  In  1871,  he  purchased  the 
eighty  acres  which  lie  now  occupies  and  which  at 
that  time  bore  some  old  buildings.  On  this  he  en- 
gaged in  the  labors  which  have  bi-ouglit  him  a 
competent  support  and  a  reputation  which  is  cred- 
itable to  his  intelligence  and  enterprise.  He  at  one 
time  owned  forty  acres  .adjoining,  but  sold  it,  re- 
taining but  his  first  purchase.  The  land  is  all  till- 
alile,  is  well  fenced,  tiled  and  furnished  with  a  full 
set  of  adecpiate  and  substantial  buildings.  Mr. 
Knepper  has  set  out  groves  and  orchards  which 
add  to  the  beauty'  of  his  home  as  well  as  to  its 
monetary  value.  The  residence  is  five  miles  from 
Frankfort.  Mr.  Knepper  divides  his  attention  be- 
tween the  raising  of  grain  and  graded  stock,  in- 
cluding Norman  horses. 

In  Joliet  October  12,  1870,  the  interesting  cere- 
mony took  place  which  gave  IMr.  Knepper  a  wife. 
The  lady  with  whom  he  was  united  w.as  Miss  .Mary 
Henzpeter,  who  was  born  in  Jlecklenburg,  (Ger- 
many, and  accompanied  her  parents  herein  18C9. 
.She    is  well   informed    and  has  the   knowledge  of 
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bousewifel}'  arts  vvbich  is  almost  inseparable  from 
tbe  training  of  a  Oerman  maiden,  while  ber  charac- 
ter is  an  amiable  and  loving  one.  Her  parents, 
Fred  and  Dora  (Koester)  Henzpeter,  have  five 
children  of  \vhi>m  she  is  the  first-born  and  the  only 
daughter.  Her  brother  Fred  lives  in  Frankfort 
Township;  Charles,  in  iMarcus,  L;iwa;  John,  in 
Joliet;  and  Henry  in  Iowa.  The  parents  are  living 
in  Green  Garden  Township  an<l  the  father  is  en- 
gaged in  farming. 

The  happy  union  of  ^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Knopper  has 
.been  blest  b^-  the  birth  of  four  children,  tliree  of 
wliom — Bertha.  Clara  and  Charles — are  at  home. 
The  first-born.  Caroline,  is  residing  in  .Tolict.  Mr. 
Kneppcr  is  an  active  Democrat  and  has  been  a 
delegate  to  county  conventions.  He  has  served  in 
public  capacities,  among  them  being  that  of  Col- 
lector, which  he  lield  one  j-ear.  Township  School 
Treasurer,  in  which  he  has  served  during  the  p.ast 
six  years  and  of  which  office  he  is  yet  the  incum- 
bent, and  School  Director  wjiich  position  he  held 
six  years.  He  belongs  to  the  Green  Garden  Evangel- 
ical Church.  His  knowledge  of  the  English  language 
w.is  acquired  by  jicrsonal  effort,  his  evenings  hieing 
devoted  to  study  until  lie  liad  sulliciently  mas- 
tered  it. 


flLLIAM  DAY,  deceased,  was  for  many 
years  a  well-known  and  greatly  respected 
'^  ^  member  of  the  farming  community  of 
Wliatland,  and  his  name  is  linked  with  its  growth. 
He  was  of  English  birtii  and  antecedents,  born  in 
Lincolnshire,  November  1,  1833.  a  son  of  John  and 
Rebecca  D.ay,  who  were  also  natives  of  Flngland. 
He  was  reared  to  man's  estate  in  tlie  countr}-  of 
his  birth  and  was  engaged  mostly  in  farm  work. 
His  educational  advantages  were  limited,  l)ut  he 
made  up  for  that  by  tlie  knowledge  that  he  gleaned 
as  an  observant,  intelligent  man.  He  was  ambitious 
to  secure  a  comiictcnce,  and  having  an  idea  that  he 
could  do  so  more  advantageously  in  the  United 
vStates  of  America,  he  crossed  the  waters  to  this 
eounUy,  accompanied  b}-  his  young  wife,  in  18C1, 
taking  ji.assage  at  Liverpool  on  a  sailing-vessel,  and 
after  a  voyage   of  thirty-one  d.ays,  landing  in  tlie 


great  metropolis  of  the  country.  He  and  his  wife 
came  directlj-  to  this  count}',  and  he  finally  selected 
the  farm  now  owned  and  occupied  b}-  his  widow  as 
the  most  desirable  in  every  waj'  for  his  purposes. 
It  is  in  an  excellent  condition,  is  provided  with 
neat  buildings,  its  fields  are  under  admirable  cul- 
tivation, and  it  is  every  wa}'  a  most  desirable 
place. 

February  15,  18G0,  Mr.  D.a}'  and  Miss  Sarah 
Fisher  were  united  in  the  holj'  bonds  of  matri- 
mony. Her  birthplace  was  in  the  same  Englisii 
shire  .as  his.  and  there  she  w.as  born  in  the  month 
of  August,  1810.  She  is  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Maria  Fisher,  both  natives  of  England.  The  mar- 
riage of  our  subject  and  his  wife  was  blessed  by 
the  birtli  of  seven  children,  four  of  whom  are  now- 
living:  Jolin  W.,  Frank  F.,  Lucy  R.  and  Grace  M., 
all  residing  in  Wheatland  Townshi|).  and  the  latter 
living  witii  her  mother. 

j\Ir.  Daj-  wa.s'  prospered  in  his  calling,  and  from 
a  poor  man  w!;o  was  obliged  to  work  out  b}'  the 
month,  he  became  independent  and  the  proprietor 
of  a  valuable  farm,  as  we  have  seen.  His  death, 
December  11,  1881,  was  a  loss,  not  only  to  his 
liercavcil  houschohl.  but  to  the  community  at  large, 
where  he  had  come  to  make  his  home  so  many 
years  ago.  His  neighbors  alwa^ys  found  him  hon- 
orable and  fair  in  his  dealings  with  them,  and  in 
his  domestic  relations  he  w.as  a  kind  and  loving- 
father,  and  a  devoted  husband,  and  alwa\s  did  the 
best  that  he  could  for  his  family.  He  was  a  loyal 
citizen  to  his  adopted  country,  took  an  intelligent 
interest  in  its  [lolitics,  and  sujiportcd  tlie  Repub- 
lican party. 


\f;OHN  GEORGE  GEITHER.  The  home 
farm  of  this  gentleman  is  one  of  the  finest 
pieces  of  laud  in  the  Prairie  State,  and  has 
((®/;  heen  so  improved  that  it  forms  a  dwelling 
place  of  great  attractiveness  and  comfort.  It  com- 
prises two  hundred  acres  of  tillable  land  on  section 
15,  Frankfort  Township,  which  is  watered  by 
Hickory  Creek,  and  liears  improvements  which  are 
unexcelled  in  the   township.     The  residence  is  of 
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pleasing  arcbitectural  flesign.aiul  it,  and  the  various 
outbuilflings  are  sufficiently  commodious  for  their 
purpose.  There  are  several  barns  on  the  place, 
which  are  needed  to  house  the  slock  and  crops,  in 
the  raising  of  which  Mr.  Geuther  is  engaged.  A 
windmill  and  tank,  and  the  latest  improvements  in 
farm  machinery  make  the  labors  performed  more 
easy  than  was  the  case  in  the  olden  time,  and  or- 
chards and  gardens  furnish  an  abundance  of  tlie 
fruits  of  the  earth,  beside  adding  attractive  features 
to  the  landscape. 

Mr.  Geuther  is  engaged  in  general  farming,  keep- 
ing three  teams  constantl}'  empio\"ed  on  the  farm, 
and  also  raising  good  grades  of  cattle,  hogs  and 
draft-horses,  having  now  some  twent}-  head  of  the 
latter.  He  is  the  largest  land-ovvner  in  the  town- 
ship, and  one  of  the  largest  in  the  count}-,  owning 
in  all  about  .sixteen  hundred  acres,  the  dilTereut 
farms  being  well  improved  and  occupied  b}'  tenants. 
Ilis  landed  estate  is  divided  into  the  following 
tracts:  One  hundred  and  seventy-seven  acres  on  sec- 
tion 22;  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  on  section  23, 
Frankfort  Townsliip;  one  hundred  and  sixty-three 
acres  in  Green  Garden  Township:  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  on  section  23,  Manhattan  Township;  one 
hundred  and  twentj'  acres  on  the  township  line  of 
.New  Lenox  and  Frankfort  Townships;  and  five 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Cherokee  County,  Iowa. 
On  the  different  places  in  Frankfort  Townsliip  lie 
li.as  over  fifty  acres  of  timber  land. 

Tiic  father  of  our  subject  was  John  George  Geu- 
ther, Sr.,  who  was  born  in  Weidhausen,  .Saxe- 
Coburg-Gotlia,  (iermany,  and  the  son  of  John 
Nicholas  Geuther,  a  baker.  When  a  young  man, 
ho  was  quite  poor,  but  being  hard-w'orking  and 
having  a  capable  helpmate,  he  ere  long  was  able  to 
purchase  a  small  piece  of  land  and  add  to  it  from 
lime  to  time.  He  and  his  wife  had  begun  by  mak- 
ing baskets,  and  added  to  their  real  estate  until 
tliey  possessed  forty  acres,  which  was  a  good  farm 
for  that  country,  and  in  the  securing  and  operating 
of  which  they  were  ranked  as  the  most  successful 
farmers  in  their  neighborhood. 

In  1848  Mr.  Geuther  einigrateil  lo  America  with 
his  famil3%  except  his  oldest  son,  who  had  crossed 
the  Atlantic  two  years  before,  and  after  living  in 
New   York  C'itv   for  a  time,  had   ijone  South    and 


been  lost  track  of.  The  father  came  lo  Illinois, 
and  renting  a  farm  in  Frankfort,  this  county, 
operated  the  same  for  a  year.  He  then  purchased 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  3,  the  price 
being  8500,  and  there  he  liven  for  three  years,  put- 
ting the  place  under  excellent  improvement.  He 
next  purchased  what  is  now  the  home  farm  of  our 
subject,  and  locating  here,  continued  his  .agricul- 
tural work  for  a  time.  He  then  let  our  subject 
take  charge  of  it,  and  lived  with  him  during  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  He  breathed  his  last  April 
26,  1889,  at  the  advanced  .age  of  eighty-four  years. 
In  addition  to  the  property  mentioned,  he  h.ad  also 
bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Green  (har- 
den Township,  and  having  three  sons,  he  gave  each 
of  them  a  farm. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bt)re  the  maiden  name 
of  Kunigunda  Fitzemeir.  She  was  born  in  Weid- 
hausen,  Germany,  and  died  at  her  home  in  this 
county,  in  1881.  Her  oldest  child,  John  Nicholas, 
is  now  farming  in  Green  Garden  Township.  He 
came  to  America  in  1844,  and  having  drifted  to 
Charleston,  .S.  C,  remained  there  during  the  war, 
and  was  lost  to  the  paternal  household  for  twenty 
years,  as  he  did  not  know  thej'  had  come  to  Amer- 
ica; he  came  to  Northern  Illinois  in  18G6.  John 
George,  Jr.,  was  a  farmer  in  Frankfort  Township, 
and  was  run  over  by  the  Kock  Island  Railroad  train 
in  the  spring  of  1890. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  is  the  youngest 
member  of  the  parental  household.  He  was  born 
in  Weidhausen,  (Tcrmany,  May  16,  1838,  and  was 
reared  until  his  tenth  year  in  his  native  land.  He 
then  accompanied  his  parents  to  America,  leaving 
Bremen  in  April,  and  siiending  fort3'-two  days  on 
the  briny  deep.  After  landing  in  New  York  City 
the  family  traveled  by  river,  canal  and  lakes  to 
Chicago,  where  they  secured  teams  to  carry  them 
to  Frankfort  Township.  The  lad  attended  the 
common  schools,  and  in  the  interims  of  study 
Inintcd  and  assisted  his  father  on  the  farm.  When 
the  fainil}'  removed  to  their  present  home,  he  and 
his  father  did  all  the  work,  and  he  broke  soil,  drove 
oxen,  and  bore  a  hand  in  other  arduous  labors. 
They  operated  a  sawmill  several  years  in  connec- 
tion with  their  agricultural  wurk. 

Kre  long   the  vouplt    man    look   charge    of    the 
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place,  renting  of  liis  fathei-  until  ho  came  into  pos- 
session of  it.  anil  making  the  various  improve- 
ments wliicli  now  mark  it  as  one  of  the  finest  farms 
in  the  township.  He  gradually  drifted  into  stock- 
raising,  and  his  hard  work  and  perseverance  se- 
cured for  him  a  high  rank  among  agriculturists 
and  stockmen,  and  gave  him  possession  of  his 
large  amount  of  realty.  lie  has  ever  been  upriglit 
and  straiglilfoiward  in  his  dealings  and  active  In 
his  support  of  all  worthy  movements  which  prom- 
ise to  increase  the  prosperitj'  of  those  about  them. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Geuther  was  celebrated 
in  this  townshij)  in  1861,  his  bride  being  Miss  Mina 
Eisenbrandt.  This  worthy  woman  was  born  in 
Germany,  and  came  to  the  United  States  with  her 
parents  when  two  years  old.  She  breathed  her 
last  in  1872.  leaving  four  children,  named  respect- 
ively— .lolin,  George,  Henry  and  Mary.  All  are 
still  residing  under  the  home  roof. 

The  second  matrimonial  alliani  e  of  ^Ir.  (leuther 
was  also  celebrated  in  this  town?hi[i.  tlie  date  of 
the  happy  event  being  March  1,  l!s7,').  The  bride 
was  Miss  Dorethea  Kaedlein,  who  was  born  in  Ger 
many  February  28,  1852,  and  was  well  educated  in 
her  native  clime.  In  1874  slie  sailed  from  Bremen 
on  the  steamer  "  jNIosell,"  which  dropped  her  an- 
chor in  New  York  harbor  fourteen  days  later.  The 
young  lady  came  at  once  to  Mokena,  111.,  to  the 
home  of  her  aunt.  Mrs.  Miller,  with  whom  she  re- 
mained until  her  marriage,  .^he  is  the  mother  of 
six  children — Annie.  Bertha,  Nicholas,  Eddie, 
Clara  and  C)tto. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Dorothea  Cieuther  are  liob- 
ert  Raedlein.  who  is  still  living  in  his  native  prov- 
ince of  .Sa.xc-Coburg,  and  Kunigunda  (C'ollis) 
Kaedlein.  deceased.  The  latter  was  born  in  Bava- 
ria, and  bore  her  husban<l  ten  children,  nine  C)f 
whom  arc  living,  six  in  Germany  and  three  in 
America.  Mr.  Kaedlein  is  the  son  of  a  pronunont 
and  successful  merchant,  and  became  "squire" 
when  twenty  years  old.  He  held  the  position 
until  he  became  one  of  the  leading  ollicials  of 
the  province  in  an  ollicc  similar  to  that  of  an 
American  senator,  which  he  has  now  hold  for 
twenty-five  j'ears.  Ho  is  also  a  merchant  with  a 
large  trade.  Ho  belongs  to  the  Lutheran  Church, 
as    did    his    worthy    wife,  and    their   dau.i;hter  was 


carefully  reared  in  accordance  with  its  principles. 
Mr.  Geuther  is  much  interested  in  the  advance- 
ment of  the  cause  of  education,  and  has  served  as 
School  Director,  although  he  otherwise  declines  pub- 
lic honors.  In  former  years  he  was  Trustee  of  Frank- 
fort Township,  having  been  elected  on  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket.  He  holds  membership  in  the  German 
Lutheran  Church,  in  P'rankfort  Township,  their 
place  vf  worship  being  located  on  his  farm.  His 
father  gave  an  acre  of  land  as  the  site,  and  was  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  congregation,  and  his  son 
has  followed  his  example  in  being  an  active  sup- 
porter of  religion. 

f  ACOB  Bl'EHLEi;.  A  farm  of  moderate 
extent,  but  well  improved  and  managed, 
and  located  near  the  city  of  Joliet,  is  the 
(@y'  home  of  tlie  subject  of  this  notice.  He  is 
engaged  in  the  dairy  business,  finding  sale  for  all 
the  products  cf  his  farm  in  this  city.  The  estate 
is  supplied  with  a  full  lino  of  well-built  edifices, 
which  afl'ord  adequate  shellcr  for  stock  and  storage 
for  the  products  which  are  yielded  by  the  land  or 
manufactured  upon  it. 

'i  he  owner  of  this  comfortable  luiine  is  of  Swiss 
linenge  and   liirth.      His   parents.  Ulrich   and   Mar- 
j   garetta  (Soch)  Buehler,  came  to  America  a  score  of 
years  ago,  settling  in  the  P>mpire  State,  where  the 
faf  er  died.       The  mother  is  yet  living  and  still 
pursuing  a  career  of  usefulness.    She  is  the  mother 
I   of  twelve  children,  of   whom    the   subject   of  this 
sketch  is  the  tirst-born.     His  natal  day  was  Febru- 
ary 16,  18.50,  and  in  his  native  land   he  acquired  a 
fair  slo:'k  of    information,  and   derived    from  his 
i    worthy  parents  principles  of  conduct  which   give 
!    him  a  good  standing  among  his  fellow-men.  He  was 
I   about  nineteen  years  of  age  when   the  removal  to 
j    jVmerica  took  place,  and  he  tmjk  his  jilacc  at  once 
among  the  workers  of  the  country. 

After  having  become  n  resident  of  Illinois.  'Sir. 
Buehler  took  a  companion  in  life,  the  rites  of  wed- 
lock being  celebrated  between  him  and  Miss  Eliza 
Engeinann,  Octobi'r  21.  1875.  The  bride  is  the 
t)ldest  of  tlie   twelve  children   Ijorn    to   John    and 
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Elizabeth  (Lehmaiin)  Ei)gemaiin,  and  opened  her 
eyes  to  the  light  in  Switzerland,  August  1  1,  18.'i2. 
Her  parents  also  were  natives  of  the  land  so  famed 
for  the  beauty  of  its  scenerj' and  the  liberty-loving 
s()irit  of  its  ])eo[)le,  and  became  citizens  of  America 
in  1H72.  They  landed  in  New  York,  and  went  at 
once  to  Ohio,  where  they  resided  a  year,  allcr 
which  the}'  li>ok  up  their  abode  in  .Toliet.  Here  the 
fatiier  died  in  August.  ISS-I. 

Mrs.  Buehlcr  possesses  all  the  energy,  persever- 
ance and  zeal  which  characterize  the  race,  togetlier 
with  the  neatn(;ss  and  love  of  order  which  are  also 
prominent  traits  in  Swiss  characlcr,  and  iiavingoli- 
tained  much  useful  knowledge  and  skill  in  earlier 
years,  she  conducts  the  affairs  which  are  entrusted 
to  her  oversight  in  a  manner  which  proves  her 
aldlity  .as  housewife  and  helpmate.  She  has  lioruc 
her  husband  three  cliildrcn — Albert,  Mary  and 
Freda.  Mr.  Buehlcr  supports  the  Democratic 
]):,.rt\-  by  his  \dtc  and  |)cTsonal    inllucnce. 


EWj'ON  P.  HOLDEN,  M.D.  This  well- 
lired  and  well-informed  gentleman  was  a 
successful  (jractitioncr  of  the  profession  of 
medicine  for  many  years,  but  is  now  living  a  re- 
tired life  at  Frankfort  Station.  He  has  accumu- 
lated a  fortune,  and  is  enjoying  merited  repose 
after  a  life  spent  in  activity  and  usefulness.  His 
portrait,  presented  on  the  opposite  p.age,  represents 
one  of  the  oldest  settlers  in  the  township,  the 
wealthiest  man  therein,  and  also  one  of  the  oldest 
practicing  jihysicians  of  the  county.  Having  always 
led  an  active  life,  he  is  not  content  to  idle  away 
his  time,  but  occuiiies  himself  in  looking  after  his 
financial  interests,  and  in  traveling.  He  loans 
Truiney.  and  now  has  over  twenty  farm  mortgages 
in  different  States,  and  he  likewise  has  real  estate 
which  he  rents. 

Dr.  Ilolden  is  of  New  England  l)irth  and  an- 
cestry, and  of  English  extraction.  His  father, 
Phineas  II.  Holden,  w.as  born  in  Middlesex  County, 
Mass.,  and  was  Captain  of  a  canal  boat  on  the 
Middlesex  Canal.  He  shipped  the  brick  which  was 
used  in  the  construction  of  the  first  factory  built  in 


Lowell.  Being  the  son  of  a  New  England  farmer, 
he  had  a  good  knowledge  of  agricultural  pui-suits, 
to  wlii(;h  he  finally  turned  his  attention.  He 
owned  eighty  acres  of  land  in  New  Hampshire,  but 
in  18;3(j  removed  to  Northern  Illinois,  settling  in 
\\'ill  County,  in  what  was  then  called  New  Lenox 
I'recinct,  but  is  now  P'rankfort  Township.  He 
entered  a  tract  of  (iovernmenl  land,  and  although 

I r  when  he    came    here,    ere    long    became  the 

owner  of  a  fine  farm.  Li  his  political  views,  he 
was  first  a  W'liig  and  tlien  a  Uepul)lican,  and  his 
religious  belief  c-oiucidrd  witli  that  of  the  Ihiiver- 
salist  Cluircli.  He  Ijn'atlicd  ids  last  at  his  home  in 
l«7-2. 

The  )iiother  of  our  subject  Ixirc  the  maiden  name 
of  Betsey  Parker.  She  was  born  in  Westfield, 
.Mass.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Levi  Parker,  a 
lilacksiiiitJi  antl  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  He  was 
First  Lit'utenant  in  a  JIassaehusetts  regiment,  [lar- 
ticip.'itcd  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  was 
pi'cseut  at  the  hanging  of  Maj.  Andre.  His  daugh- 
ter, .Mrs.  Holden,  was  reared  in  the  Bay  Stale 
under  the  care  of  parents  who  werc^  devoted  mem- 
lii-rs  of  the  Baptist  Church.  She,  like  her  husband, 
died  in  the  Prairie  State  at  the  home  of  their  son, 
our  suliject. 

The  parental  liouseliold  comprised  nine  children, 
of  whom  our  subject  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth. 
The  others  are:  I'Mizabeth,  now  Mrs.  Wilson,  of 
Ft.  Madison,  Iowa;  Emeline,  wife  of  Dr.  Freer, 
who  died  in  Chicago;  Sarah,  deceased;  .Mrs.  .lane 
Brown,  of  Chicago;  David  L.,of  Matteson;  Charles 
C.  1'..  in  Chicago;  George  M.,  of  Ft.  Maditon, 
Iowa;  and  Le\i  P.,  of  Hampton,  Iowa.  The  latter 
enlisted  in  the  Twentieth  Illinois  Infantry,  in 
A  [nil,  ISfil,  and  after  serving  three  months  was 
discharged  only  to  re-enter  the  army  as  JMajor  of 
the  Eighty-eighth  Infantry,  known  as  the  Second 
Board  of  Trade  Kegiment.  Although  he  had 
horses  shot  under  him  on  more  than  one  occasion, 
he  escaped  any  personal  injurj*.  David  L.  also 
served  his  country,  being  a  member  of  the  Fifty- 
third  Illinois  Infantry,  from  1863  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  and  having  the  rank  of  Commissary 
•Sergeant. 

Dr.  Holden,  the  subject  of  this  notice,  was  born 
in  fir.afton  County,  N.  IL,  June  20,  1820,  and  was 
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reared  updu  a  fanii,  in  the  work  of  which  he  par- 
ticipated from  liis  tentli  3'ear.  Me  received  a 
good  education  under  the  i)rivilegos  afforded  by 
the  subscription  schools.  In  LS;!!  tlie  family  re 
moved  to  Hartford,  A't.,  where  they  remained  some 
five  years,  and  then,  in  the  spring  of  1836,  accom 
plislu'd  tlieir  journey  to  what  was  then  the  Far 
West.  Our  subject  was  in  his  sixteenth  year  when 
the  removal  took  |)lace,  and  the  scenes  and  inci- 
dents of  the  journe}'  are  well  remembered  by  him. 
A  canal  boat  was  their  first  conveyance,  and  upon 
it  they  journeyed  from  Whiteliallto  Buffalo.  Theie 
they  embarked  on  a  steamer  for  Ft.  Dearborn,  now 
Chicago,  while  ox-teams  conveyed  them  from  that 
trading  post  to  their  new  home  in  Will  t'<.)unty. 

Young  Ilolden  assisted  his  father  in  the  improve 
ment  of  the  farm,  and  when  seventeen  vears  old 
became  a  mail  carrier,  his  route  being  from  Joliet 
to  LaPorte,  Ind.,  through  Crete,  Crown  Point  and 
^^alparaiso.  He  made  tlie  trijionce  a  week,  travel- 
ing on  horseback  and  being  obliged  to  swim  the 
rivers,  often  losing  his  way  on  account  of  the  bad 
roads,  which  delayed  him  until  niglitfall,  when  he 
found  it  impossible  to  keep  his  route  in  the  dark 
ui'ss.  In  1840  he  was  sent  to  Chicago  to  pa}' a 
debt  which  his  father  owed  to  a  man  in  that  place, 
and  there  he  remained  a  year,  wijrking  as  clerk  in 
an  hotel.  Chicago  was  then  but  a  small  town, 
which  gave  little  promise  of  its  present  large  popu 
lation,  grandeur  of  improvements  and  great  com- 
mercial importance.  Dr.  Holden  says  that  he  feels 
old  when  he  recalls  the  Chicag<)  which  he  first 
knew,  and  thinks  of  the  great  changes  which  have 
taken  place. 

Returning  to  his  father's  home  in  the  fall.  Dr. 
Holden  began  te;iching  before  he  had  reached  his 
majorit}',  his  first  school  being  in  New  Lenox.  He 
continued  his  pedagogical  labors  in  Frankfort 
Township  during  the  summer  and  winter  terms,  the 
scene  of  his  labors  being  a  log  schoolhouse  with 
slalj  benclies  and  the  other  primitive  appointments 
of  which  we  have  heard  s(.)  much.  Deer  roamed 
over  the  jirairies  adjacent,  and  Indians  were  caini)ed 
at  W'ilton  not  far  distant. 

In  IMll  Dr.  lldldcn  spent  one  term  in  studying 
in  the  Chicago  Academ\  and  two  terms  at  .loliet. 
During    the  summer    he    read     L:itiu    willi    ['"atlier 


DuPondaris,  and  in  tlie  fall  he  again  turned  his 
attention  to  teaching.  He  taught  in  Plainficld  in 
1842-4.3,  after  which  he  gave  up  that  profession 
to  study  one  on  which  his  heart  had  long  been  set. 
He  went  to  Bristol,  now  Yorkville,  Kendall  Count}', 
and  began  the  stud}'  of  medicine  \inder  Dr.  Whee- 
ler, with  whom  he  read  three  years.  When  Rush 
Medical  College  in  Chicago  was  opened  he  entered 
that  institution,  being  one  of  the  students  who 
were  present  during  the  first  course  of  study. 
After  three  years  of  application  he  was  graduated, 
in  February,  184G,  immediately  after  which  he 
entered  into  partnershii)  with  his  former  instructor. 
Dr.  Wlieeler,  at  Bristol. 

The  connection  proved  agreeable,  and  Dr.  Hol- 
den was  succeeding  well  in  his  labors,  when  his 
comfort  was  so  interfered  with  by  the  ague — 
Bristol  being  situated  on  the  Fox  River  and  sub- 
ject to  malarial  influences — that  in  1850  the  part- 
nership was  dissolved.  The  discovery  of  gold  on 
the  coast  having  aroused  his  desire  to  see  some- 
thing of  life  in  that  far  country,  the  young  doctor 
started  across  the  plains  with  five  horses  and  two 
wagons.  He  crossed  the  Missouri  River  at  Ne- 
liraskaC'ity,  April  2,  and  followed  the  Platte  River 
westward,  reaching  Placerville,  C'al.,  July  2,  his 
outfit  being  a  part  of  the  first  train  over  the 
plains.  He  engaged  in  mining  and  prospecting 
during  the  winter,  and  selling  his  outfit  in  Decem- 
ber, 1851,  went  to  SanFrancisco,  and  returned  to 
tlie  Prairie  State  via  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  New 
Orleans  and  St.  Louis,  taking  the  stage  from  the 
latter  point  to  Springfield,  111.,  and  locating  again 
in  Bristol. 

The  ague  fastened  its  clutches  upon  the  Doctor 
once  more,  and  he  made  a  second  journey  to  Cali- 
fornia with  a  similar  outfit  as  that  of  his  first  jour- 
ney, having  a  splendid  time  en  route.  The  si)ring 
of  1852  was  the  date  of  his  second  overland  jour- 
ney, and  he  remained  in  the  West  some  time,  prac- 
ticing his  profession  on  the  Yuba  River,  and  the 
succeeding  summer  in  the  Napa  A'alley.  He  re- 
turned again  to  the  States  in  the  fall  of  1853  by 
steamer,  and  then  settled  in  Mokena.  He  was  the 
first  physician  there,  and  prior  to  the  opening  of 
his  oHicc  there  had  been  none  nearer  than  Joliet. 
He    soon    had    a    line    practice,  and   although    the 
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next  year  he  went  to  his  father's  farm  to  take  care 
of  his  parents,  he  continued  his  professional  labors, 
riding  all  over  the  coiintr}'.  Tlie  chief  means  ot 
travel  was  on  horseback,  and  with  ph3'sicians  this 
was  especially  common,  as  tlif  roads  were  not  the 
best,  and  tliey  could  get  along  much  bettor  in  this 
way  tiian  with  vehicles. 

Xot  only  did  Dr.  Ilolden  have  an  extensive 
practice  in  several  townships,  but  he  also  carried 
on  the  farm,  and  made  it  successful  in  a  financial 
w.ay.  lie  kept  about  five  hundred  head  of  sheep, 
and  from  time  to  time  purchased  additional  land 
until  ills  possessions  amounted  to  over  five  hun- 
dred acres.  He  applied  himself  thoroughly-  to 
whatever  he  undertook,  and  being  always  busy, 
accomplished  a  vast  amount  of  professional  and 
agricultural  lalmr.  In  1873  he  removed  to  Ciii- 
cago,  wiiere  he  spent  liie  greater  jiart  of  liis  time 
until  .January,  1878.  In  December,  1875.  he  was 
appointed  County  Physician  of  Cook  County,  and 
licld  the  olfice  two  years,  during  which  time  he  had 
plenty  to  do  and  had  no  assistant. 

Wiien  he  left  Chicago  he  returned  to  tlic  farm 
wilii  tiie  intention  of  retiring  from  his  profession, 
lint  for  some  time  he  w.as  not  able  to  do  so,  as  he 
was  continually  called  upon  for  his  services.  He 
managed  the  farm  until  1881,  when  he  sold  it,  and 
removing  to  town,  finally  gave  up  his  active  (lur- 
suits.  He  owns  some  three  hundred  acres  of  land 
between  the  Michigan  Central  Cnt-olT  and  the 
Elgin,  Joliet  &  Eastern  Railroads,  which  forms  a 
large  pasture,  well  watered  by  Hickory  Creek,  and 
rented  to  advantage.  He  is  also  the  possessor  of  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Hardin 
County,  Iowa,  near  Iowa  Falls. 

The  wife  of  Dr.  Ilolden  is  a  finely  educated  and 
cultured  lady,  who  in  her  maidenhood  was  engaged 
in  teaching,  doing  honor  to  the  profession  to  which 
she  devoted  herself.  She  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Caroline  Parrish,  and  was  born  in  IIone03-e  Falls, 
N.  Y.,  January  17,  1826.  When  ten  j-ears  of  ac^e 
she  accompanied  her  mother  and  stepfather  to  the 
Prairie  State,  coming  all  the  way  in  a  bugg3'.  She 
distinctly  remembers  tiie  incidents  of  the  journey, 
.and  vividly  recollects  seeing  parties  with  heavy 
loads  get  stuck  in  the  nui<l.  Tpon  reaching  Chi- 
cago they   stopped  at  the   Tremonl   House,  which 


was  at  that  time  the  best  hotel  in  the  city.  Miss 
P.irrish  attended  a  young  ladies'  select  school  at 
I  Aurora,  and  after  completing  her  studies  taught 
until  her  marriage,  which  was  celebrated  in  Bristol, 
Kendall  County,  June  30,  1847. 

Doctor  and  Mrs.  Holden  are  the  parents  of  four 
children,  only  one  of  whom  is  yet  spared  to  them. 
The  ouly  daughter,  Sarah,  possessed  musical  talent 
of  a  high  order,  and  was  sent  to  the  Conservatory 
of  Music  at  Boston,  to  perfect  herself  in  the  art  to 
whic-li  she  was  inclined.  She  studied  there  two 
years,  but  died  soon  after  her  return  home.  The 
second  child,  Wright,  was  graduated  at  the  High 
School  in  P^nglewood,  and  studied  law  with  Judge 
Dickey.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Ottawa, 
and  became  a  practicing  attorney  in  Chicago. 
While  on  his  way  to  New  Mexico  he  was  taken 
alarmingly  ill  in  Newton,  Kan.,  and  there  passed 
away.  Milton,  the  second  son,  is  a  broker  in 
Michigan,  and  deals  in  railroad  stocks  and  grain. 
Franklin  was  graduated  at  Rush  Medical  College 
in  Chicago,  witii  the  class  of  '8G,  he  receiving  the 
highest  standing  of  any  of  the  class.  He  was  ap- 
pointed House  Sin-geon  at  St.  Luke's  Hospital  in 
Ciiicago,  but  the  confinement  which  his  many  du- 
ties occasioned  affected  his  health,  and  six  months 
after  he  assumed  the  iwsition  he  was  stricken  with 
fever  whicli  developed  into  consumption  and 
t'aused  his  decease.  lie  went  to  I'ueblo,  Colo., 
ho|iing  to  be  restored  to  health,  but  it  was  too  late, 
and  his  parents  and  friends  were  comjielled  to  bow 
to  the  severe  afllictiou  occasioned  by  his  loss. 

Dr.  Holden  has  served  as  Highway  Commis- 
sioner one  year,  as  Township  Clerk  an  equal  len"-tli 
of  time,  and  as  School  Director  ten  years.  His 
political  adherence  is  given  to  the  principles  and 
caiulidates  of  the  Democratic  party.  As  would  be 
ex|)ected  of  a  man  of  his  mental  attainments  and 
earnestness  of  character,  he  has  ever  raanife.<!ted  a 
deep  interest  in  all  that  tends  to  develop  the 
material  prosperity  and  add  to  the  mental  and 
moral  growth  of  the  comnuinity-  of  which  he  is  a 
member.  Mrs.  Ilolden  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  since  slie  was  sixteen 
years  old. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Holden  were  Loomis  K.  and 
Sarah  (Dodge)  Parrish.     Her  paternal  grandfather, 
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Abraham  Parrish,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  was  a 
Captain  in  tlie  War  of  1812,  and  liecame  an  early 
settler  of  Monroe  Coiiiily,  N.  Y.,  where  he  boutjht 
a  tract  of  the  Holland  Purchase  near  Lima.  He 
reared  thirteen  children,  most  of  whom  settled  in 
Michigan.  Two  of  his  brothers  were  taken  pris- 
oners by  the  Indians,  and  kept  in  captivity  som? 
years,  during  which  time  they  became  familiar 
witli  the  Indian  language.  They  acted  as  inter- 
preters at  the  time  of  the  Purchase,  receiving  for 
their  services  a  large  trai't  of  laud.  Loorais  Par- 
rish was  reared  in  the  Empire  State,  learned  the 
trade  uf  a  tanner  and  curi-ier,  and  became  partner 
in  a  large  tannery  at  Honeoye  Falls,  where  he  died 
about  1830. 

Asahel  Dodge  and  his  daughter  Sarah,  afterward 
Mrs.  Parrish,  were  natives  of  Connecticut,  vyhence 
they  removed  to  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  during 
the  maidenhood  of  the  daughter.  After  the  death 
of  her  first  husband  she  married  S.  B.  Craw,  who 
removed  to  Illinois  in  1835,  occupying  a  large 
farm  on  the  Fox  River,  where  he  erected  the  first 
harn  in  the  vicinity.  In  1850  he  went  to  Califor- 
nia, dying  of  cholera  on  his  homeward  way.  The 
widow  subsequently  removed  to  Quincy,  and  mar- 
ried a  Mr.  Uradford.  In  that  city  she  died  in 
l.s.s.j.  at  the  Mgc  of  seventy-seven  years.  Mrs. 
Holden  is  the  only  child  of  tlie  first  union,  and  the 
second  resulted  In  the  birtii  of  two  children — 
Clare  F..  now  Mrs.  Wlieeler  of  Quiucy,  and  Wilbur 
F.  Craw,  whf)  belonged  to  the  Western  Army 
Corps  in  the  late  war.  and  died  from  drt>ps3'. 

us.  HCY  HAWES,  widow  of  AVilliam 
Hawes,  and  a  highly  esteemed  resident  of 
Du  P.age  Township,  is  a  daughter  of  well- 
known  pioneers  of  this  county,  her  parents, 
Nathaniel  and  Jane  (Cousin)  Welch,  having  been 
earl}'  settlers  of  this  township.  Her  father  was  a 
native  of  New  York  State  and  of  Irish  descent, 
vvliile  her  mother  was  of  German  descent.  The 
early  yeai'S  of  their  married  life  were  passed  in 
Ohio  among  its  pioneers.  In  ll-t:36  the  father  came 
to  this  county  and  for  a  time  worked   on   tiic  Illi- 


nois and  Michigan  Canal,  and  then  farmed  as  a 
renter  for  two  years,  and  at  the  expiration  of  that 
time  purciiased  eighty  acres  of  land,  upon  which 
Mrs.  Hawes  now  makes  her  home.  In  1837  his 
wife  and  family  joined  him  here  and  located  on 
this  property,  he  having  erected  a  large  log  house, 
in  which  the}'  lived  for  a  number  of  years.  He 
subsequently  built  the  residence  in  which  Mrs. 
Hawes  lives,  with  the  exception  of  the  kitchen, 
which  was  erected  at  a  later  date.  His  land,  which 
he  had  bought  directly  from  the  Government, 
paj'ing  therefor  $1.25  per  acre,  was  in  a  wild  con- 
dition, and  his  was  the  pioneer  task  to  prepare  it 
for  cultivation.  Well  did  he  do  his  work,  and  in 
time  had  here  a  good,  well-tilled  farm,  with  all  the 
desirable  improvements.  Here  his  mortal  career 
w.as  brought  to  a  close  by  death.  May  28.  1867,  at 
which  time  one  of  our  most  worthy  pioneers  passed 
away.  He  had  served  as  Township  Road  Commis- 
sioner, and  had  aided  in  whatsoever  way  he  could 
tlie  advancement  of  his  .ado|)ted  township,  whose 
ilcvclopment  from  its  primitive  condition  he  h.ad 
watched  with  pride  and  pleasure.  In  his  political 
views  he  was  a  strong  Democrat.  He  began  life 
with  practically  no  means,  but  at  his  death  he  was 
comfortably  well  off.  He  was  the  father  of  eleven 
children,  who  grew  to  maturit}',  and  seven  of 
them  are  still  living:  Ophelia,  wife  of  Robert 
Goudy,  of  Du  Page  Township;  Eliza,  wife  of  Asa 
Park,  of  Nebraska;  Julia,  residing  in  Will  County; 
Jlrs.  Hawes;  Benjamin,  a  resident  of  Lemont 
Cook  County;  Anna  M.,  wife  of  Edward  Horsley, 
of  Lockport  Township. 

Mrs.  Hawes  was  reared  to  womanhood  in  this 
count}',  and  was  carefully  trained  in  all  the  duties 
that  go  to  make  a  good  housekeeper.  She  received 
her  education  in  the  district  schools  of  tlie  county. 
On  July  3,  1858,  her  marriage  with  William  Hawes 
was  duly  solemnized,  and  proved  of  mutual  benefit. 

William  Hawes  was  a  native  of  England,  born 
December  8,  1830,  and  was  a  son  of  William  and 
Ann  (Porter)  Hawes,  his  parents  being  likewise 
natives  of  England.  In  1851  he  accompanied  them 
to  this  country,  .and  coming  to  Chicago,  resided 
there  a  number  of  years.  He  was  engaged  mostly 
in  teaming,  and  by  constant  attention  to  his  busi- 
ness accumulated  a  comfortable  sura,  and  in  1873 
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retired  with  his  wife  to  this  farm  on  section  '29. 
Dii  Page  Township,  to  make  his  permanent  home. 
He  tlien  devoted  himself  exclusively  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  under  his  careful  management  the 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  three  acres  was  greatly 
improved.  Here  his  busy  and  useful  life  was 
rounded  to  completion  Maj^  29,  1887,  thus  ilying 
before  old  age  had  overtaken  him.  In  his  death 
Du  Page  Township  sustained  a  loss,  .is  he  had  iden- 
tified himself  with  its  progress  and  had  aided  in 
advancing  its  growth.  He  had  served  acceptably 
as  a  School  Director.  In  his  political  views  he  was 
a  sound  Democrat.  Coming  to  this  countiy  with 
little  or  no  capital,  b}'  years  of  industry  and 
close  application  to  his  work  he  succeeded  in 
acquiring  a  comfortable  competence.  His  wedded 
life  with  our  subject  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of 
two  sons,  Charles  R.  and  William  H. 

Mrs.  Hawes  was  of  great  assistance  to  her  hus- 
band in  his  work,  and  is  now  enjoying  the  compe- 
tence she  helped  him  to  secure.  She  is  a  woman  of 
much  cap:icit3',  is  kind  in  heart  and  manner,  cheer- 
fully giving  assistance  where  needed  and  charital)!}- 
inclined  towards  all,  a  worthy  type  of  the  pioneer 
daughters  of  Du  Page  Township,  who  were  import- 
ant instruments  in  its  ui)biiilding. 


"lHOHN  HACK.  In  the  southeastern  part  of  the 
town  of  IJeecher  is  a  thriving  mercantile 
.  establishment  owned  and  operated  by  the 
(^^'  above-n.imed  gentleman,  who  bi'gan  this 
enterprise  in  1878.  The  building  is  a  good  one  .-u.d 
a  well-selected  stock  of  general  merchandise  is  kept 
within  it.  Mr.  Hack  has  been  quite  successful  in  his 
business  career  and  has  become  well  known  to  the 
residents  of  this  vicinity  as  one  from  whom  tliey 
are  sure  of  honorable  dealing  and  courteous  treat- 
ment. From  an  honored  ancestry  he  inherits  many 
sterling  qualities,  while  from  worthy  (jarents  he 
received  excellent  home  training. 

Mr.  Hack  was  born  in  Schwerin,  Meckleuljurg, 
Germany,  September  1,  1825,  being  the  first-born 
in  a  family  of  four  sons  and  one  daughter.  One 
son  is  now  living  in  Germany,  one  gave  his  life  in 


defense  of  the  Union  during  the  late  war.  and  the 
other  members  of  the  household  band  are  living  in 
Illinois.  The  parents  were  Gotlieb  and  Sophia  ( He- 
kopf)  Hack,  the  former  being  a  small  farmer  in  their 
native  duchy.  There  they  lived  until  1864,  when 
they  accompanie<l  their  son,  our  subject,  to  Amer- 
ica, living  with  him  during  the  remainder  of  their 
^ivcs.  The  lather  died  in  Washington  Township, 
this  county,  in  187.'i,  having  passed  his  four-score 
years  of  agi'.  The  mother  survived  some  years, 
breathing  her  last  in  Beecher  when  quite  old.  Both 
belonged  to  the  Lutheran  Church. 

After  receiving  a  good  education'  under  the  laws 
of  his  native  land,  young  Hack  learned  the  trade 
of  a  shoemaker,  which  he  followed  so  long  as  he 
lived  in  that  country.  Having  been  led  to  believe 
that  a  better  field  for  his  energies  would  be  opened 
to  him  in  the  New  '\\'orld,  he  crossed  the  Atlantic, 
as  liefore  stateil,and  coming  direct  to  the  I'rairie 
State  began  agricultural  work  on  a  farm  in  Wash- 
ington Township,  this  county.  In  iMi.'i  betook 
possession  of  another  farm,  which  was  in  almost  a 
raw  state  and  which  he  placed  under  excellent  im- 
provement. It  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  on  sections  2(1  and  :!,').  and  under  his  ellicient 
contrtil  liccanie  valuable  and  attraetive.  He-  con- 
tinued his  agricultural  laljors  for  there  nearly  a 
decade  anil  then  en)barked  in  the  Imsiiicss  which  he 
Is  still  conducting  so  successfully. 

At  the  bride's  home  in  Mecklenburg,  Mr.  Hack 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sophia  Luth.  an 
estimable  lady  who  was  born  in  the  same  town  as 
her  husband.  Her  natal  day  wasOctober  12,  IS2S, 
and  her  parents.  .loacliin  and  So[)hia  (Schoder) 
Luth,  who  liveil  and  diecl  in  Mecklenburg.  Both 
were  meniliers  of  the  l.utlieian  Church  and  lived 
to  -.1  good  old  age.  The  I'alher  was  occupied  In 
farming.  Mrs.  Hack  is  the  only  daughter  and  has 
four  brothers,  all  still  living  in  the  Fatherland. 
.Mr.  .and  Mrs.  Ha(!k  remained  in  the  land  of  their 
binh  for  some  years  after  their  marriage,  finally 
settingsail  from  Hamburg  on  the  steamer -'.Saxoin-," 
from  which  they  landed  in  New  York.  They  have 
had  eight  children,  five  of  whom  were  born  in 
(lermany.  William.  William  C.  and  Theodore  died 
in  early  life;  Herman  married  Eva  Rnge  and  lives 
on  a  farm  in  Ash  Grove  Township,  Iroquois  County; 
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IK'iHT  married  Mary  Biclfeldt  and  is  now  running 
liie  Bielfeldt  House  at  lieeflic-r :  Carl  A.  resides  in 
the  same  place,  being  a  member  of  the  firm  of  C. 
Bielfeldt  &  Co.,  whose  business  is  sinking  tubular 
Willis;  Frank  is  a  clerk  in  his  father's  store,  resid- 
ing under  the  parental  roof;  Kmuia  L.  is  still  at 
home,  and  she  .ilso  assists  her  parents  in  the  store. 
The  entire  familj-  belong  to  the  Lutheran  ChuN'h 
and  are  looked  upon  willi  regard  by  all  who  know 
them.  Mr.  Hack  has  served  as  Postmaster  for  a 
time.  His  political  inlluence  aii<l  vote  is  given  to 
the  Kepubliean  party. 

OBERT  PATTERSOo",  a  pmminent  farmer 
and  stock-raiser  of  I)u  Page  To\vnshi(i, 
'*\\\\  owning  and  managing  a  choice  farm  on 
ljg)l section  7,  is  one  of  the  native-born  citi- 
zens of  this  State,  who,  since  attaining  manhood, 
has  been  closely  connected  with  its  growth  and 
progress,  materially,  sociall}-  and  morally. 

Our  snl)ject  was  born  in  Du  Page  County.  No- 
vember 18,  1844,  and  is  a  son  of  Mungo  and 
Agues  (Clow)  Patterson.  Tlie  father  is,  and  has 
long  been,  a  prominent  resident  of  Wheatland 
Township.  Both  he  an<l  his  wife  came  from 
Scotland  in  the  year  1837,  and  lived  for  several 
years  in  New  York.  In  1844  they  came  to  Du 
Page  County,  this  State,  and  in  1845  removed  to 
Will  County  and  were  amo'ii;  the  carl}'  settlers  of 
Wheatland  Township.  The  father  purchased  a 
tract  of  raw  prairie  land  on  which  a  squatter  had 
previously  settled  and  had  attempted  some  improve- 
ment, plowing  a  small  patch  of  the  land.  Mr.  Pat- 
terson located  thereon  anil  immediately  entered 
upon  the  hard  task  of  redeeming  the  land  from  a 
state  of  nature,  and  in  the  years  that  followed  he 
evolved  a  farm  that  is  considered  one  of  the  finest 
in  that  vicinity,  and  here  he  now,  in  his  seventy, 
fifth  3'ear,  makes  his  home,  surrounded  by  all  the 
comforts  of  life.  When  he  came  to  this  country 
he  was  a  poor  man,  and  it  is  only  by  years  of 
toil  well  directed  and  by  the  shrewd  management 
of  his  affairs  that  he  has  placed  himself  in  good 
circumstances.     In  the  early  days  of  the  settlement 


of  the  country  he  suffered  the  privations  and  hard- 
ships common  to  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the  State. 
The  country,  in  a  wild  condition,  had  no  good 
roacls  at  first,  and  he  used  to  draw  his  grain  to 
the  market  in  Chicago  over  the  wild  prairies  where 
there  were  no  highways  of  travel.  He  has  never 
cared  for  public  office  although  he  has  served  on 
the  School  Board  and  has  always  interested  him- 
self in  [lolities,  being  a  sturdy  supporter  of  the 
Republican  party.  He  is  in  his  religious  belief  a 
firm  believer  in  the  doctrine  of  Presbyterianism, 
and  has  for  many  years  been  identified  with  the 
church  of  that  faith  in  Du  Pago  Township,  as  one  of 
its  most  zealous  members.  In  the  death  of  his 
amiable  wife,  in  1890,  he  sustained  a  severe  loss, 
as  she  had  ever  been  a  helpmate  in  the  truest 
sense  of  the  word.  By  their  marriage  they  became 
the  parents  of  seven  children,  of  whom  the  follow- 
ir.g  five  survive:  John,  a  resident  of  Benton 
County,  Ind.;  Robert;  William,  living  in  Du  Page 
Township;  Sarah,  wife  of  Robert  Wightman,  of 
Wheatland  'J'ownship;  and  Adam,  also  a  resident 
of  Wheatland  Township.  The  names  of  those  de- 
ceased are  Agnes  and  Helen. 

Robert  Patterson,  of  this  biography,  was  reared 
to  man's  estate  in  Will  County,  and  was  a  witness 
of  much  of  its  pioneer  growth.  His  early  educa- 
tion was  conducted  in  the  district  school  of  Wheat- 
land Township.  He  did  not  enjoy  the  advaut.ages 
that  the  youth  of  to-day  have,  but  by  reading  and 
observation  has  become  a  well-informed  man.  He 
has  for  manj'  years  activel}'  engaged  in  farming 
and  stock-raising  on  his  present  beautiful  farm. 
This  comprises  one  hundred  and  fort}-  acres  of 
land,  finely  tilled  and  under  excellent  improvement 
in  every  respect,  its  buildings  being  of  a  neat  and 
substantial  order,  and  the  machinery  for  carrying 
on  agricultural  operations  of  the  most  approved 
kind. 

In  his  marriage  with  Elizabeth  Siutou,  March 
31,  1866,  he  secured  the  choice  blessing  of  a  good 
wife,  who  contributes  to  his  comfort  and  has 
been  a  factor  in  the  attainment  of  his  prosperity. 
She  is  a  native  of  Scotland  and  a  daughter  of 
Robert  and  JNIary  (Dickson)  Linton.  By  their 
union  they  have  six  children:  Isabelle,  the  widow 
of  Joseph  G.  Emery;  Robert,  Ruth,  Mungo,  Will- 
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iam  and  Ida.  Since  taking  up  his  abode  in  Du  Page 
Township  our  subject  has  placed  liiinself  among 
its  most  prominent  citizens  and  has  thoroughly 
identified  himself  with  its  highest  interests,  cordi- 
ally supporting  all  feasible  schemes  for  its  advance- 
ment. He  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  five 
years,  raaliing  a  good  record  in  that  oflicc.  lie  is 
identified  with  the  Presbyterian  Church  as  (;ne  uf 
its  leading  members,  and  officiates  as  Elder,  and 
also  serves  as  Treasurer  of  the  church.  A  strung 
temperance  man,  he  favors  the  Prohibition  party 
in  politics.  As  a  farmer,  he  has  shown  good  aliil- 
ity  in  the  management  of  his  affairs;  as  a  citizen, 
he  is  animated  with  true  public  spirit;  as  a  neigh- 
bor, he  is  friendly  and  helpful;  as  a  husband,  he  is 
thoughtful  and  attentive;  and  as  a  father  he  is 
wise  and  loving,  and  is,  in  all  respects,  a  manly, 
straightforward,  upright  man. 


A.MLKL  B.  FRASKR.  In  this  gentleman 
^\  lieatland  Township  has  one  of  its  leading 
farmers  and  stock-raisers,  and  one  of  its 
must  ollicicnt  civic  officials.  He  is  a  native 
of  Sullivan  County.  N.  Y.,  born  September  24, 
1S;!2.  to  Rolicrt  an<l  Kli/.abeth  (l>rown)  Frascr. 
His  parents  were  natives  (>(  the  Nurtli  of  Ireland, 
and  emigrated  to  this  country  early  in  the  present 
century.  His  fatlier  took  part  in  the  War  of  1812 
as  a  soldier  in  the  American  Army. 

Our  subject  vv.a.s  reared  in  his  native  State  till 
1847,  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  and  other 
members  of  the  family  to  this  county.  AVhile  in 
Cliicago  on  their  way,  the  fatlier  and  children  were 
sadly  bereaved  l)y  the  death  of  the  mother.  The 
father  settled  in  Plainfield  Township,  among  its 
early  pioneers,  and  there  died  in  l.s.'iT.  Of  his 
married  life  eleven  children  were  born,  of  whom 
tiie  following  survive:  Tliomas  B.,  living  in  .Man 
itoba;  I'^lizabeth.  wife  of  James  H.  Smiley,  of  this 
county;  Samuel  B. ;  Harvey  R.,  residing  in  Den- 
ver. Col.;  Louisa  C  living  in  this  county.  The  re- 
maining years  of  the  boyhood  of  our  subject  were 
passed  on  his  father's  farm  in  Plainfield,  he  having, 
as  it   were,  grown  up  with  the   county.      He    re- 


ceived his  education  partly  in  New  York  ami 
partly  in  the  district  schools  of  Illinois,  for  a 
time  attending  a  private  subscription  school  at 
Plainfield.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Fraser  farmed 
in  Lockport  Township  for  several  years,  but  in 
18(35  lie  came  to  Wheatland  to  make  his  perma- 
nent home  here.  Possessing  much  energy  and  en- 
teij^rise  he  has  placed  himself  amongst  our  most 
able  and  jirosperous  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of 
the  county,  his  farm  being  as  well  improved,  as 
well  cultivated  and  as  well  stocked  as  any  in  the 
neighborhood.  It  comprises  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land,  whose  fertility  and  produc- 
tiveness are  scarcely  surpassed,  and  from  its  rich 
harvest  he  derives  an  ample  income. 

Our  subject  has  here  a  cozy  home  replete  with 
all  the  comforts,  and  to  her  who  has  so  substaa 
tially  aided  him  in  its  establishment,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  February  17,  1858.  The  maiden  name 
of  the  wife  of  our  subject  was  Ann  A.  Brown, 
and  she  was  born  in  Sullivan  County,  jS.  Y., 
March  ■),  18:!2,  being  a  daughter  of  the  late  .Tames 
and  Mary  Brown.  Her  mother  now  makes  her 
home  in  Plainfield.  III.  The  husljand  was  a  na- 
tive of  the  nortli  (jf  Ireland.  1!}'  their  union  Mr. 
and  .Mrs.  Fraser  li:i\t'  had  six  children,  of  whom 
two  are  now  liviiiL;-:  llerljeit  A.,  a  student  in  the 
college  at  F^lvanston.  III.;  and  Kniest  J.  An  other- 
wise happy  wedded  life  has  been  shadowed  by  the 
death  of  four  of  their  cliildreu:  Thornton  R., 
Frank,  Gillian  and  Harry. 

.Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fraser  arc  people  of  high  repute  in 
this  community,  and  are  greatly  esteemed  for  the 
true  Worth  of  their  character.  Mr.  Phraser  is  a 
man  of  excellent  hai)its,  is  careful  and  conscien- 
tious in  his  dealings  with  others,  and  so  has  won 
the  confidence  of  all  with  whom  lie  comes  in  con- 
tact. He  is  a  hard  and  constant  worker,  exercising 
much  praetie.'il  aliilily  :uid  sound  sagacity  in  the 
pursuit  of  his  I'alling.  .-ind  is  liighh'  deserving  of 
the  pruspciit}'  that  has  followed  his  labors.  He  is 
a  strong  Prohibitionist  in  his  i)olitical  sentiments, 
and  never  fails  to  give  his  iiearty  support  to  the 
candidates  of  that  party.  He  is  one  of  the  leading 
members  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  at 
AVIieatland,  and  for  a  number  of  years  has  officiated 
as  an  Elder.     For  many  years  he  has  been   School 
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Director  of  his  district,  and  has  actively  aided  in 
forwardiiio  its  ediutational  interests.  lie  has  been 
serving  in  the  important  office  of  Townsliip  Road 
Commissioner,  for  many  years,  and  has  been  a 
prominent  factor  in  the  great  improvement  in  tlie 
highwavs  of  travel  in  this  township. 


W 


ylLLIAM  D1N(;LP:Y.  In  tlie  emiiloy  of 
the  .loliel  liranch  of  the  Illinois  .Sleel  Com- 
[lany's  works  are  many  skilk'd  in  the  var- 
ious de|)artments  of  labor.  To  this  class  belongs 
William  Diugley,  (Ia3-  foreman  in  the  converting 
works,  and  whose  honest,  eai'nest  lal.Kirs  have  lieen 
rewarded  b}'  a  responsible  and  remunerative  posi- 
tion, the  contidenco  of  his  employers,  .and  the 
esteem  of  his  fellow-men. 

The  gentleman  with  whose  name  we  iutroiluee 
this  sketch  is  the  only  son  of  William  and  Harriet 
A.  (Kimball)  Dingle^-,  the  paternal  family  being  of 
Scotch  origin.  William,  Sr.,  was  a  foreman  in  the 
shoe  making  business  in  his  eastern  home,  but  upon 
coming  West,  which  he  did  in  1858,  he  exelianged 
his  former  occupation  for  the  more  congenial  busi- 
ness of  raising  and  racing  horses.  For  thirtj' years 
he  was  a  well-known  and  respected  citizen  of  lUi- 
nijis.  lie  was  a  cousin  of  Representative  Dingley. 
Me  died  in  .loliet,  January  21.  1888.  His  wife  had 
long  preceded  him  to  the  other  world,  having  died 
at  Mount  Blue,  Me.,  November  5,  185G. 

William  Dingley,  .Jr.,  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light 
in  Cochituate,  Mass.,  October  29,  1841),  and  after 
the  death  of  his  mother  lived  with  his  grandjjareuts 
until  he  had  attained  his  twelfth  \ear.  He  then 
went  to  work  for  a  firm  in  Chicago  in  the  boot  and 
shoe  business,  but  coming  to  J'^iliet  the  same  year 
he  found  emploj'raent  with  Firman  Mack,  in  the 
same  line  of  industr3'.  In  that  business  he  con- 
tinued to  labor  here  and  in  Chicago  until  1876, 
when  he  entered  the  em|)loy  of  the  Joliet  Iron  and 
Steel  Company. 

lieginning  as  a  laborer  on  the  lowest  round  of  the 
ladder,  Mr.  Dingley  by  virtue  of  close  application 
to  business,  combined  with  a  natural  aptitude,  rose 
step  by  step  to  the  position  of  foreman  in  the  con- 


verting works,  which  place  he  attained  in  1885,  and 
has  since  held.  Politically,  he  is  a  most  ardent 
Republican.  He  has  a  decided  taste  for  music  and 
in  its  gratification  finds  a  large  measure  of  enjoy- 
ment. He  is  a  member  of  the  well-knon'n  Orpheus 
Glee  Club. 

Realizing  that  it  is  not  good  for  man  to  live 
alone  Mr.  Dingley  wooed  and  won  for  his  wife 
Miss  Sarah  Alexander,  of  Lockport,  with  whom  he 
was  united  in  marri.age  June  25,  1881.  James  L. 
Alexander,  the  father  of  the  bride,  was  one  of  the 
earl}-  settlers  of  this  count}',  whence  he  came  from 
^\'ayne  County.  N.Y.,  in  1857.  He  took  contracts 
on  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal,  first  on  the  sec- 
tion at  Kankakee  and  subsequently  in  other  locali- 
ties. He  was  a  well-read,  thorough  going  business 
man,  and  enjoyed  the  respect  of  his  neigiibors  in  a 
marked  degree.  He  died  December  29,  187G.  His 
daughter,  Mrs.  Dingley,  received  good  advantages 
in  the  waj'  of  education  and  home  training,  and 
has  made  such  use  of  them  as  fairly  entitles  her  to 
a  i)lace  among  the  more  intelligent,  useful,  and 
Imnored  mendjcrs  of  the  communitv. 


'*^\EN]S'IS  L.  HOGAN.  In  the  village  of  Spen- 
cer may  be  found  a  general  mercantile  es- 
tiiblishment,  which  is  under  the  control  of 
the  young  gentleman  above  mentioned.  Although 
the  business  is  still  in  its  infancy,  having  been  es- 
tablished in  December,  1889.  the  3'oung  pro[)rietor 
is  alread}^  having  excellent  patronage,  as  his  stock 
is  well  selected  and  his  dealing  honorable  and 
courteous.  The  life  of  our  subject  has  been  passed 
In  New  Lenox  Township,  where  his  eyes  opened 
to  the  light  of  day  December  15,  1861.  He  re- 
ceived a  good  education  and  excellent  iiome  train- 
ing, and  bids  fair  to  become  a  man  of  note  in  the 
community. 

The  gentleman  with  whose  name  we  introduce 
this  sketch  comes  of  honorable  Irish  line.nge,  both 
of  his  parents  having  been  born  on  the  Emerald 
Isle.  His  mother,  formerly  Miss  Mary  McCabe,  is 
a  native  of  Dublin.  Dennis  Hogan  and  his  wife 
came  to  America  a  number  of  years  ago,  settling 
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ill  New  Lenox  Tuwnsliip,  tliis  county,  at  quite  an 
early  (lay.  They  were  the  iiarents  of  five  children, 
of  whom  the  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  is 
llie  thini  in  order  of  hirtli.  The  husband  and 
father  lircathcd  liis  last  in  .ALireh,  l.s.sT,  but  tlie 
■widowed  mother  still  survives. 


,^^,  APT.  .LV.MES  MILLKR.  Superiuten(hMit  of 
jll  llie  uiaeliiue  dei>artinent  of  the  General  Ma- 

^^^J  chine  Manufactor3-  of  E.  R.  IJrainard  A-  Co.. 
was  former]}"  chief  engineer  of  tlie  Illinois  .State 
Penitentiary,  aud  lias  seen  a  service  of  twenty-two 
years  in  this  line  of  business,  lie  is  a  man  highly 
spoken  of  by  those  who  have  known  him  long  and 
well,  and  needs  no  furllu'r  introilucticni  to  the 
people  of  Will  Coujty. 

C'apt.  Miller  comes  from  one  of  the  best  nation- 
alities on  the  face  of  the  globe,  having  been  boin 
in  Lanarkshire,  Scotland,  the  date  tliere<if  lieing 
.March  11.  1  ^2S.  He  received  a  |)ractical  edueu- 
I'on  in  the  schools  of  his  nativi'  shire,  anil  when  of 
suitable  years,  conuneneed  an  apprenticeship  at 
marine  engine  liuilding  on  the  Clyde.  After  be- 
coming master  of  llie  busine.-.s,  he,  in  ISO;!,  when  a 
voung  \\YM\  of  twent\-live  years,  determined  to 
seek  his  fortunes  in  America.  r[i(jn  cro.ssing  the 
-Mlanlic.  he  lirst  located  in  Sharon,  I*a.,  and  estab- 
lished a  foundr}'  and  machine  shop,  which  he  con- 
ducted successfully  until  about  1.^07.  llelieving 
then  that  he  could  lietter  his  condition  in  the  far- 
ther West,  he  came  to  this  State  and  established  a 
similar  business  at  Morris,  (iruiuly  County. 

After  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  AVar,  Mr.  Miller, 
who  had  become  strongly  attached  to  the  institu- 
tions of  his  adopted  country,  determined  to  assist 
in  the  preservation  of  the  Union,  and  raised  a  com- 
pany called  the  Mechanics  Fiisileers.  He  repaired 
with  them  to  Camp  Douglas,  Chicago,  but  met  with 
a  great  disappointment  on  account  of  their  services 
not  being  recpiircd.  They  were  accordingly  mus- 
tered out,  but  Mr.  Miller,  going  to  Cairo,  enlisted 
in  the  navy  and  was  assigned  to  the  Mississippi 
Squadron.  Soon  afterward,  on  account  of  hisevi. 
dent  understanding  of  the  business  and  his  fidelity 


to  his  duty,  he  was  promoted  from  lireinan  to  chief 
engineer,  and  held  this  position  for  three  years, 
participating  in  many  of  the  engagements  which 
followed,  and  making  for  himself  a  fine  record  in 
connection  therewith. 

Mr.  Miller  continued  in  the  service  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  and  then  being  given  an  honorable  dis- 
missal, returned  to  Morris,  III.,  and  resumed  his 
old  business.  He  now  enjoyed  the  reimtalion  of 
being  a  first-class  machinist,  and  a  _\ear  later  re- 
ci'ived  the  appointment  <.if  chief  engineer  of  the 
Illinois  Slate  Penilentiaiy,  a  position  which  lie 
iu'lil  for  the  long  period  of  twenty-two  years  anil 
until  ISS'.t.  He  then  became  Superintendent  of 
the  E.  K.  Urainard  cV  Co.  machine  shoiis,  a  position 
which  he  has  since  held.  He  a.ssisted  in  organizing 
the  People's  Loan  it  Homestead  Association,  in 
which  he  is  a  Director,  ami  he  is  also  a  Director  of 
the  .loliel  Press  Company,  and  is  connected  with 
various  other  important  enterprises. 

Capt.  Miller  was  married,  in  is,"i7.  in  Scotland  to 
.Miss  Klizabeth  A.  Miller,  a  distant  relative.  The 
wife  of  Ca|it.  Miller  is  also  a  native  of  Scolhind, 
and  was  born  in  1828.  They  are  the  parents  of 
li\'e  children,  viz.:  .lames,  l-'.dwiii.  I'rank,  Maggie, 
the  wife  of  .V.  \\  .  Smith,  of  (liannahon  Township, 
.•iiid  I.illie.  The  ehildieu  of  Capt.  Miller  have  re- 
ceived excellent  school  advantages,  and  have  be- 
come fitted  for  Iheir  proper  position  in  life.  The 
family  residence  is  properly  located  in  the  east 
part  of  the  city,  among  whose  peoiile  they  count 
tlii-ir  friends  by  the  score. 

On  aiuilher  page  of  this  work  the  reader  will 
notice  a  portrait  of  Capt.  Miller,  who  is  I'onceded 
to  be  one  of  Will  County's  representative  citizens. 

/^^E(JK(;K  LAMBERT.  Among  the  citizens 
ffj  (— J  of  DuPage  Township  who  have  retired 
^^^^  from  arduous  labors  and  are  enjoying  the 
fruits  of  former  industr}'  in  a  beautiful  home,  is 
George  Lambert,  whose  life  presents  a  picture  of 
perseverance  and  uprightness.  His  home  farm 
consists  of  one  hundred  and  sixtj'  acres  on  section 
:50,  and   his  entire    landed    estate    comprises    two 
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hundred  and  sixty  acres.  He  had  no  financial 
start  in  life  other  than  tlie  means  to  reach  Amer- 
ica, therefore  his  comfortable  circumstances  result 
from  bis  own  endeavors. 

The  e3'es  of  our  subject  opened  to  tlie  light  of 
of  da^-  in  Lincolnshire,  England,  July  1,  1827. 
He  is  the  third  child  of  William  and  Elizabeth 
(Scoffln)  Lambert,  was  reared  to  farming  and  from 
about  ten  years  of  age  was  hired  out  on  a  farm, 
working  by  the  year  in  that  way  until  he  emigrated 
lo  America.  In  England  he  had  practically  no 
educational  advantages  and  his  intelligence  is  the 
result  of  natural  talent  and  self  endeavor.  When 
he  determined  to  seek  a  home  in  the  United  .States 
he  embarked  on  the  sailer  "Jacob  E.  Westerfield." 
which  left  Liverpool  early  in  May,  1851.  Cross- 
ing the  Atlantic  to  New  York,  the  voyage  was 
continued  via  the  Hudson  River,  Erie  Canal  and 
r4reat  Lakes  to  Chicago,  whence  the  Illinois  and 
Michigan  Canal  was  the  water-way  to  Lockport. 

The  first  work  done  by  Mr.  Lambert  was  dig- 
ging a  cellar  for  (icorge  R.  Dyer,  of  DuPage 
Township,  and  the  winter  was  spent  at  his  home. 
The  following  spring  work  was  secured  on  the 
farm  of  Leander  Hamlin,  in  Plainfleld  Township, 
and  there  our  subject  remained  three  or  four  years. 
He  then  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in  the  same 
township,  upon  which  he  lived  a  number  of  years, 
removing  from  it  to  his  present  home  farm.  Here 
lie  lias  erected  all  the  fine  buildings  that  mark  the 
estate,  and  otherwise  made  of  it  what  it  is  to-day, 
a  well-regulated  and  valuable  farm. 

The  first  vote  cast  by  Mr.  Lambert  was  for 
Abraham  Lincoln,  and  from  that  day  he  has  acted 
with  the  Republican  party.  He  has  manifested  an 
interest  in  all  that  will  advance  the  real  prosperity 
of  the  section  and  elevate  the  standard  of  morality, 
and  in  his  own  life  has  borne  himself  in  an  upright 
and  strictly  honorable  manner.  He  and  his  esti- 
malile  wife  belong  to  the  Methodist  ICpiscopal 
Church  at  PlainQeld.  lie  has  served  as  School 
Director  with  discretion,  and  none  are  more  deei)ly 
interested  in  the  cause  of  education  than  he. 

Mr.  Lambert  was  fortunate  in  his  choice  of  a 
companion,  gaining  a  true  heli)mate  and  wise  coun- 
selor. Miss  Carrie  Bird  became  his  wife  on  Feb- 
'  juary  20,  1855.  and   has   borne    him  ten  sons  aiid 


daughters.  Of  this  family  seven  are  now  living, 
three  having  crossed  the  River  of  Death  to  await 
their  parents  on  tlie  farther  shore.  The  survivors 
are  Elizabeth,  wife  of  William  Walker  of  DuPage 
Township;  William,  now  Township  Clerk;  Marj^ 
wife  of  Harley  Walker,  of  the  same  township; 
Frank  E.,  an  enterprising  young  man  who  carries 
on  the  farm;  Enoch,  llattie  and  Sarah.  All  are 
intelligent  and  are  winning  reputations  such  as  re- 
joice the  fond  hearts  of  their  progenitors. 


ILLIAM  JONES.  Among  the  younger 
farmers  of  Florence  Township,  Mr.  Jones 
\^-  J/  occupies  a  leading  position  and  is  in 
possession  of  a  fine  body  of  land  on  section  1. 
Enterprising,  industrious  and  progressive  in  his 
ideas,  he  has  obtained  a  good  start  in  life,  not 
only  as  a  thorough  and  skillful  farmer  but  as  a 
useful  member  of  the  communit}'.  His  native 
place  was  Yorkshire,  England,  and  the  date  of 
his  birth  June  10,  1861.  His  immediate  progen- 
itors, John  and  Anna  (Hall)  Jones,  were  also  na- 
tives of  Yorkshire  and  of  i)ure  English  stock 
as  far  back  as  is  known. 

John  Jones  occupied  himself  as  a  farmer  in  his 
native  shire  until  1870,  and  then  not  satisfied 
with  his  condition  or  his  prosjiects  resolved  upon 
seeking  his  fortunes  in  America.  He  accordingly 
crossed  the  Atlantic  with  his  family  when  William, 
our  subject,  was  a  lad  of  nine  years,  and  coming  to 
Illinois  settled  in  Wilton  Township,  this  county. 
He  piu'chased  a  farm  upon  which  he  made  many 
improvements,  and  upon  whicli,  with  his  estimable 
wife,  he  still  resides.  He  has  become  well-to-do, 
being  the  owner  of  two  hundred  acres  of  thor- 
oughly improved  land,  which  with  its  various  ap- 
purtenances, buildings  and  machiner}',  forms  one 
of  the  most  valued  estates  in  the  townshii).  The 
elder  Jones  is  now  seventy-four  j-ears  old,  while 
his  estimable  partner  is  seventy-six. 

Four  sons  were  born  to  the  parents  of  our  sub- 
ject, these  being  named  respectively,  John,  Will- 
iam, Joseph  and  George.  They  are  all  jndustrious 
and  thrifty  young  men,  and  all  occupied  at  farni- 
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ing  ill  this  fiiiinty.  William,  our  sulijcet.  like  liis 
brothers,  spent  his  boyhood  and  ymith  un<h'r  the 
lioiue  roof,  and  aeiiuired  a  practical  educaticjii  in 
the  common  school.  He  a.ssisted  his  father  nii  the 
farm  until  reaching  his  majority,  and  then  eimi- 
menced  operations  on  his  own  account  nn  the  land 
which  he  now  owns.  lie  lived  prudently  and 
economically  and  saved  his  earnings,  and.  in  IM.Sl, 
his  wife  received  from  her  father's  estate  his  ines- 
ent  farm,  wliich  embraces  eighty  acres  of  vahiablo 
land,  under  a  good  state  of  cultivatitm  and  with 
substantial  improvements. 

About  the  time  of  removing  to  his  present 
homestead  Mr.  Jones  was  married,  March  oil.  18.S0, 
at  the  bride's  home  in  Wilton  Townshi|),  to  Miss 
Emma  Holmes.  Tlie  young  wife  survived  her 
marriage  less  tiian  a  year,  her  death  taking  place 
December  28,  1880.  On  the  15th  of  November. 
188i,  Mr.  Jones  contracted  a  second  inairiage 
with  Miss  Emma  Geiss,  of  Florence  Township. 
The  present  wife  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Jack- 
son Township,  this  count}',  June  30,  18Gj,  ami  is 
a  daughter  of  Hiram  E.  and  Malinda  E.  (Whit- 
sen)  Geiss,  who  were  natives  of  Penns^'lvania  and 
Illinois,  and  who  are  now  deceased.  The  house- 
iiold  circle  now  embraces  three  bright  children, 
viz;  John,  Florence  and  Floyd.  Mr.  Jones  has 
started  in  life  under  favorable  auspices  and  with 
the  best  wishes  of  hosts  of  friends. 

RED  I'LAGGE.  This  gentlemen  is  the 
owner  and  occupant  of  a  fine  farm  on  sec- 
tion 6,  Washington  Township,  where  he  is 
engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock-raising.  The 
estate  comprises  two  hundred  acres,  all  improved. 
and  supplied  with  a  complete  line  of  well-iiuilt 
structures  suitable  for  the  various  i)urposes  and 
needs  of  his  occup.ation.  The  present  apiiearance 
of  the  farm  is  the  liest  monument  which  could  be 
erected  to  the  energy  and  untiring  perseverance  of 
the  owner  who  has  brought  it  from  the  primitive 
condition  of  an  unbroken  prairie  to  that  of  culti- 
vated fields.. 

The  gentleman   of  whom   we  write  was   born  in 


the  Kingdom  of  Hanover,  Germany,  June  20, 1840, 
and  was  but  a  few  months  old  when  brought  to 
America  by  his  parents, who  settled  in  Cook  County, 
111.  There  he  grew  to  manhood,  obtaining  his  ed- 
ucation in  the  common  schools  and  acquiring  on  the 
home  farm  a  knowledge  of  agricultural  pursuits. 
In  iMt;;?,  he  took  possession  of  his  present  estate 
and  began  his  successful  career  in  this  county.  By 
his  own  I  ft'orts  he  has  .accumulated  a  sufficiency  of 
this  world's  goods  to  surround  himself  and  family 
with  comforts  and  to  give  the  promise  of  an  ample 
supiiort  in  declining  years. 

The  lady  who  has  been  Mr.  Plagge's  efficient 
lieliimate  for  a  number  of  years  was  known  in  her 
maidenhood  as  Miss  Christina  Kerning.  She  was 
born  in  the  Kingdom  of  Hanover,  July  16.  1839, 
and  was  sixteen  years  old  when  she  came  alone  to 
America  and  began  making  her  livelihood  as  a  do- 
mestic in  Cook  County.  After  a  few  years  she 
was  followed  liy  her  parents,  who  settled  in  that 
county,  dying  there  when  past  sixty  ^'ears  of  age. 
Tliey  w>  re  meml)ers  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  The 
happy  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  I'lagge  has  liceu 
blest  by  the  birth  of  eight  children,  all  at  home 
except  two.  These  are  .Vngusta.  wife  of  Henry 
Wilhkening,  a  farmer  in  Washington  Townshii), 
Will  County,  and  Emma,  the  wife  of  William  Nar- 
gers.  who  lives  in  the  village  of  Beeclier.  The 
other  members  of  the  family  are  William,  who  as- 
sists his  father  on  the  farm;  Louis,  Gtistaf,  Fred, 
Bertha  and  Herman.  Mr.  Plagge  is  a  Republican 
in  politics.   The  family  attend  the  Lutheran  Church. 

The  ancestral  line  from  which  our  subject  derives 
his  descent  was  a  respectable  one  and  the  blood 
pure  Hanoverian  Germ.an.  His  father,  William 
Plaggc.  was  reared  to  farm  work  and  pursued  it  in 
his  native  kingdom  until  late  in  the  year  1810.  He 
then  with  his  wife  and  two  sons — Charles  and  Fred, 
— sailed  for  America,  taking  passage  at  Bremer- 
haven.  After  some  weeks  they  landed  in  New 
York  City,  coming  thence  to  Chicago  by  the  Hud- 
son River,  Erie  Canal  and  great  lakes.  They  set- 
tled at  Elmhurst,  Cook  County,  fifteen  miles  west 
of  Chicago,  securing  a  small  piece  of  land  there. 
About  two  years  later  the  mother  died  in  the  prime 
of  life  when  less  than  fifty  years  old.  The  father 
survived  until  187.5,  breathing  his  last  when  sixty- 
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five  years  of  age.  He  had  married  a  .second  time; 
his  wife  is  still  living  in  Cook  Country  and  is  now 
sevent3'-three  years  old.  He  had  no  children  by 
this  marriage.  The  parents  of  our  subject,  as  well 
as  the  stepmother  to  whom  he  owes  his  early  train- 
ins:,  belonged  to  the  Lutheran  Church. 


^  OllN  H.  'WHrr.SOX.  it  is  a  pleasure  to  in- 
I  corporate  in  this  volume  the  biography  of  a 
gallant  soldier,  worthy  citizen  and  enter- 
'  prising  faimer.  to  whum  the  town  of  Man- 
hattan owes  its  existence  and  its  name.  'I'hc  home 
of  yiv.  Whitson  is  on  one  luindred  and  ten  acres  of 
tine  land  on  section  20.  the  buildings  being  within 
the  cor|ioration  limits  of  Manhattan.  The  place 
has  been  thorougidv  improved  with  a  complete  line 
of  buildings,  orchards,  groves  and  fences,  and  is 
under  comjjlcte  and  careful  tillage,  (irain  and 
stock-raising  are  carried  on  by  tlie  owner,  who  0[)- 
eratcs  some  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  all.  and 
he  also  deals  in  real  estate. 

Ml-.  Whitson  is  of  English  ancestry,  his  grand- 
fatlici-  having  removed  from  the  mother  coiuitr^'  to 
I'ennsylvania.  where  he  was  engaged  in  distilling. 
In  that  State.  IJcujaniin  \Vhitson.  the  father  of  our 
sulijcct.  was  born  and  reareil.  Fr(.im  Lancaster 
County  he  removed  to  the  \icinity  of  Reading, 
Ohio,  but  after  sojourning  there  a  few  years  onh', 
contiiuuMl  his  jonrney  westward,  locating  in  Law- 
rence County.  111.,  about  1.S1II.  P.aying  850U  for 
eiglity  acres  of  land,  lie  operated  it  until  1852  wdien 
he  sold  for  ^I.IOO.  His  [jurchase  m(.)ne3'  ^^^'^  been 
secured  princi()ally  by  making  apple  butter  and 
selling  at  from  thirty-five  to  lifty  cents  pergalUin. 
After  selling  his  estate  Benjamin  Whitson  re- 
moved to  Iowa,  but  a  year  later  retnrned  to  his 
former  location,  and  after  a  short  sojourn  came  to 
Will  County.  His  new  home  was  near  Plainfield, 
where  he  continued  his  agricultural  labors  on  one 
hundred  and  sixtj  acres  of  land  for  a  number  of 
years.  He  finally  removed  to  .Toliet,  abandoned 
active  pursuits  and,  enjoying  the  comforts  of  life, 
is  still  living  there,  .aged  seventy-seven  years.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Evangelical  Methodist  Church, 


His  wife,  who  died  in  1875,  was  a  native  of  the 
Keystone  State,  and  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Leah 
Dudmore.  Her  father,  Philip  Dudmore,  was  an 
early  settler  in  Lawrence  County,  III.,  whence  he 
removed  to  Plainfield,  and  in  which  place  he 
breathed  bis  last. 

The  parental  family  comprised  nine  children,  of 
whom  our  subject  is  the  third  in  order  of  birth; 
^Villiam  is  now  living  in  Chicago;  Mrs.  Rebecca 
Cook  in  Joliet;  David  and  Jacob  in  Manhattan 
Township;  Mrs.  Mary  Fouser  at  Ringgold,  Iowa; 
Jackson,  in  Frankfort  Township;  Libb}'  is  deceased; 
Benjamin  lives  in  Frankfort  Township;  William 
was  a  Sergeant  in  the  company  to  which  our  subject 
belonged  and  served  the  same  length  of  time  during 
the  Civil  War;  David  was  a  Corporal  in  the  same 
regiment,  enlisted  for  the  same  length  of  time  and 
was  wounded  at  the  siege  of  Ft.  Blakely. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  March  21, 
IKJi'.i,  iu  Reading,  Ohio.  He  was  twelve  months 
old  when  his  parents  journeyed  westward  by  means 
of  horses  and  a  wagon,  and  his  bo^'hood  was  spent 
in  Lawrence  County,  111.  He  enjoyed  the  advant- 
ages of  the  free  schools  and  acipiired  a  good  prac- 
tical education  in  Lawience  and  Will  Counties. 
He  was  about  fourteen  years  old  when  the  removal 
to  the  latter  took  place  and  the  fannly  settled  upon 
the  wild  prairie.  In  the  intervals  of  stud}'  he  was 
emi)loyeil  uptm  his  father's  farm,  becoming  thor- 
ougldy  skilled  in  the  details  of  agricultural  labor 
and  competent  to  judge  of  the  relative  value  of 
lands   and   the  best  means  of  insuring  good  crops. 

When  he  had  reachetl  his  majority,  Mr.  Whitson 
rented  land  at  Uockville,  Kankakee  County,  and 
there  labored  for  his  own  advancement  until  the 
Civil  War  broke  out.  His  heart  was  thrilled  with 
patriotic  fervor  and.  finding  that  the  struggle  was 
likely  to  be  a  more  i)rotracted  one  than  was  at  first 
sn^iposed,  he  and  his  brother  David,  who  was  his 
associate  in  business,  enlisted  in  Company  I,  Sev- 
enty-sixth Illinois  Infantry.  They  were  mustered 
into  the  service  at  Kankakee,  in  August,  1 862,  and 
and  sent  to  the  Department  of  the  Southwest,  their 
duties  for  some  time  consisting;  chiefly  of  skirmishes 
throughout  Tennessee  and  Mississippi  and  later  in 
Missouri.  They  then  took  part  in  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg,  the   battles  of  Jackson,  Holly  Springs,  and 
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the  others  of  that  campaign,  from  which  thej'  re- 
turned to  Mcksburg. 

The  tedious  and  dangorDUs  duties  wiiicii  de- 
volved upon  the  soldiers  during  the  Yazoo  exiiodi- 
lion  and  Bank's  expedition  u|)  the  Red  River,  were 
assisted  in  by  our  subject,  who  under  all  the  trying 
oircumstanoes  by  which  he  was  surrounded,  dis- 
played the  utmost  devotion  to  the  cause  for  which 
he  was  willing  to  risk  his  life.  Having  joined  Far- 
ragut's  expedition  to  Mobile,  he  and  his  comrades 
had  a  weary  march  to  that  city  and  to  Ft.  Blakely, 
where  they  lost  more  men  than  at  any  otlier  place 
where  they  had  been  engaged.  .Subsequently  they 
were  sent  to  Galveston.  Tex.,  where  they  s|)eut 
three  weeks  doing  guard  duty.  After  this  they 
returned  to  the  North  and  were  mustered  out  of 
service  and  lionorabl}-  dischauged  at  Chicago.  At 
Ildlly  Springs  Mr.  Whilson  had  been  taken  pris- 
oner by  the  rebels,  but  was  in  the  hands  of  Iii.s 
captors  only  one  day  when  the  prisoners  were  left 
by  the  retreating  Confederate  force. 

AVhen  his  services  were  no  longer  needed  to  up- 
hold the  Government,  Mr.  Whitson  returned  to 
AVill  County  and,  with  his  lirother  David,  bought 
one  hundred  and  sixt^'  acies  of  land  in  Manhattan 
Township.  He  operated  his  own  share  of  the  farm, 
improving  it  and  making  it  his  home  until  1880. 
He  then  sold  it  and  bought  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  where  he  is  now  living,  and  lo- 
cating here  began  its  sj'stematic  improvement, 
which  he  had  continued  but  one  3'ear  when  the 
Wabash  Railroad  came  through.  He  at  once  laid 
out  about  ten  acre:!  on  the  east  side  of  the  railroad, 
which  is  called  J.  "Whitson's  sub-addition.  When 
the  subject  of  a  name  for  the  village  which  sprung 
up  was  being  agitated,  he  suggested  Manhattan, 
and  thus  it  was  christened. 

An  important  step  in  the  life  of  any  man  is  his 
choice  of  a  companion,  and  Mr.  Whitson  displayed 
good  judgment  in  his  selection.  He  won  for  his 
wife  Miss  Lucinda  Etter,  who  was  born  in  Cumber 
land  County,  Fa.,  November  5,  1842.  She  was 
educated  in  Ohio  and  Illinois,  Richland  .Seminary 
having  been  her  Alma  Mater,  and  when  eighteen 
years  old  began  school  teaching.  Her  professional 
labors  were  principally  at  Plainfield.  III.,  where  she 
enjoys  an  enviable    reputation    as    ;ui    instructor, 


and  was  considered  a  valuable  addition  to  society 
by  reason  of  her  fine  education  and  [ilcasing  traits 
of  eharaeter.  Her  nian-iage  to  our  sutijeel  took 
place  in  that  town  February  I,  \xGCi,  ami  has  been 
iilessed  lij'  the  birth  of  live  children.  The  first- 
born. George,  attended  Aurora  College  and  spent 
one  3ear  as  a  teacher,  but  is  now  engaged  in 
Beech's  general  store  in  Joliet;  the  second  child. 
Nettie,  is  the  wife  of  Ceorge  Steele,  of  Chicago; 
Jessie,  Walter  and  Kdua  are  at  home  with  their 
parents. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Whitson  are  Lewis  and 
Mary  (North)  Ktter,  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
one  of  German  and  the  other  of  Scotch  descent. 
The  father  was  a  shoemaker  in  his  native  State, 
whence  he  removed  to  Stark  CViunt}',  Ohio,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  farming  a  luinilier  of  _\cars.  He 
tlxMi  came  to  I'lainlield,  III.,  where  lie  is  now  liv- 
ing, his  age  lieing  four-score.  He  lieh.iiigs  to  the 
Evangelical  Blethodist  Church.  The  surviving 
brothers  and  sisters  of  Mrs.  Whitson  are  Louis, 
Ezra.  .Jacob.  ^Irs.  Elizabeth  Wirt/.bower.  ami  Airs. 
Mariali  Smith.  The  deceased  are  Samuel,  .-uid 
Mar}',  wife  of  David  Whitson. 

Mr.  Whitson  has  served  as  School  Director.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Rcpubliean.  He  belongs  to  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  which  he  is  a  most 
active  member,  being  Trustee,  Steward,  Class- 
Leader,  and  Superintendent  of  the  Sund.ay-school, 
and  bearing  a  part  in  every  movement  in  which 
the  congregation  is  interested.  He  gave  an  acre  of 
ground  upon  which  to  erect  the  house  of  worship 
and  served  on  the  building  committee  while  it  was 
lieing  constructed. 

r!]_^  ENHY  .1.  SCHMUHL.  Although  quite 
j[)r  young,  this  gentleman  is  becoming  well 
l^^'  known  in  New  Leno.x  Township  as  a 
(^)  farmer  of  al)ility  and  a  citizen  of  the  most 
honorable  character.  He  owns  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  good  land  on  sections  22  and  23, 
where  he  is  industriously  and  successfully  prosecut- 
ing the  career  to  which  his  taste  led  him,  and  where 
good  buildings  and  other  improvements  are  to   be 
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seen.  He  is  the  second  of  five  children  liorn  to 
Henry  and  Mary  (Kitzorow)  Schmulil,  wlio  came  to 
this  neighborhood  in  the  si»ring  of  1854.  I5oth 
were  natives  of  Germany,  the  one  having  been  born 
.July  G,  and  the  other  August  13,  in  the  j^ear  1«2(5. 
Beside  our  subject  their  family  includes  Ida  M., 
Charles,  William  and  Emma. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  has  been  a  life 
resident  of  New  Lenox  Townshi}),  in  which  he 
was  born  October  Id,  18.ii9.  He  enjoyed  the 
school  privileges  by  which  a  gooil  practical  educa- 
tion is  insured  to  all  who  desire  to  learn,  and  in 
the  iiublic  schools  became  well  inf(.irmed  in  the 
ordinary  branches.  lie  remained  with  his  father 
until  his  marriage,  when  he  established  his  own 
household  on  llie  farm  whicli  he  still  occupies. 
Among  the  natives  of  his  own  township,  Mr. 
Schmuhl  knew  rnanj^  estimable  ladies,  but  none 
w'ho  were  so  attractive  to  him  as  Miss  Henrietta 
Schoop.  His  regard  for  this  young  lady  being  re- 
ciprocated they  wcie  united  in  marriage  February 
8,  1883.  Mrs.  Schmulil  was  born  December  15, 
18G3,  and  is  the  elder  of  two  children  comprising 
the  family  of  Christopli  and  Caroline  (Stricher) 
Schoop.  Her  parents  were  liorn  in  Germany  an<l 
her  father  died  in  this  township  Jlay  9,  1882. 
Tin-  lia|ipy  union  of  mir  subject  and  his  estimable 
wife  has  been  blessed  b}'  the  birth  of  three  children 
— Alma  C  Elsa  I.  and  Erwin  ('.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Schmuhl  belong  to  the  (ierman  Lutheran 
Chinch.      Ileisaslauch    Itepublican. 


IDNF.Y  1!.  PEASE.  To  the  architectural 
skill  and  reliable  workmanship  of  S.  B. 
Pease,  .loliet  owes  many  of  her  most 
beautiful  and  substantial  edifices,  among 
■  being  the  Inioii  Block,  the  residences  of 
les  Thayer.  E.  M.  Bray, and  others  too  numerous 
■nlion.  Niicitizen  of  this  nourishing  city  stands 
vv  in  the  respect  of  the  community  than  he, 
by  liis  own  efforts  he  has  risen  to  this  |)osition 
I  L:ood  HiiMiirial  standing. 

r.  Pease  was  l)orii  in  Lawrence.  N.  V.,  ,Iune  9, 
,  l<i   Samuel  and    Irene    (llanilin)    Pease   who 


were  natives  of  the  Greeg  Mountain  State.  The 
father  was  born  July  4,  1811,  and  died  in  1887;the 
mother  was  born  in  1810,  and  breathed  her  last  in 
1883.  Their  son  of  whom  we  write  was  educated 
in  the  common  schools  and  remained  in  the  place 
of  his  birth  until  he  was  seventeen  years  old.  He 
then  in  1856,  came  west  and  locating  at  Dwight, 
111.,  embarked  in  the  vocation  of  a  farmer.  In  that 
occuiiation  he  continued  until  the  spring  of  1861, 
when  the  call  for  troops  to  put  down  the  rebellion 
fired  his  spirit  and  he  determined  to  give  his  strength 
to  the  service  of  his  country. 

( ioing  to  Springfield  young  Pease  was  soon  en- 
rolled .as  a  member  of  Company  B,  Twelfth  Illinois 
Infantry,  and  under  the  command  of  Capt.  T.  D. 
Moffat,  of  Chicago,  and  Col.  McArtluir,  he  went  to 
the  front.  He  first  smelled  the  smoke  of  battle  at 
Belmont,  after  which  he  took  part  in  the  contest  at 
Ft.  Donelson,  where  he  was  wounded  on  the  bloody 
field  of  Shiloli  and  at  Corinth.  Beside  the  minor 
skirmishes  that  fell  to  the  lot  of  all  soldieis  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree,  he  was  in  all  the  eng.age- 
ments  in  and  around  Chattanooga  until  Gen.  Sher- 
man started  on  the  famous  march  to  the  sea.  He 
accompanied  the  forces  to  Savannah  and  liack 
through  the  Carolinas, taking  part  in  the  last  battle  in 
the  campaign,  that  at  Bentonville.  At  Ucsaca  he 
had  lieen  wounded  and  also  before  Atlanta.  After 
the  surrender  of  I^ee  he  took  his  place  at  the  Grand 
Review,  did  some  service  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  and 
was  finally  mustered  out  at  Springfield.  He  had 
been  promoted  to  the  rank  of  First  Lieutenant  for 
meritorious  conduct. 

I'pon  resuming  the  peaceful  arts  of  civil  life 
j\Ir.  Pease  took  up  the  pursuit  of  a  contractor  and 
builder  in  which  he  has  been  activelj-  eng.aged  from 
thai  time.  Success  has  crowned  his  efforts  and  he 
has  become  known  as  one  who  fulfills  his  contracts 
in  an  honorable  manner  and  performs  his  duties  to 
society  and  his  family,  as  an  upright  and  kind- 
hearted  man  should.  He  is  a  member  c)f  the 
Congregational  Chuicli,  and  belongs  to  Bartleson 
Post,  No.  6,  G.  .V.  R. 

The  lady  whom  I\L-.  Pease  chose  as  his  compan- 
ion in  life  and  with  whom  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage in  New  York  State  in  1867,  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  .lennie  Egglestou.     She  was  born  in  Yer- 
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moiit  whoiu'O  slu'  liad  reniovcl  to  tliu  l''.ui|iiri' 
State  prior  to  her  marriaijc.  Slic  has  borne  hira 
five  children — William  H.,  Mary,  Bertie,  Carrie 
and  Marion.  Maryani  Bertie  died  in  infancy;  the 
survivors  arc  a  handsome  and  particularl}'  interest- 
insj  trio. 


w 


^(JSLl'II  F.  NACilBOrU.  The  sons  of  the 
Fatherland,  upon  the  first  settlement  of  this 
country,  hastened  hither  in  large  nunihcrs 
and  are  to  be  found  in  all  tlie  ranks  of  life. 
Their  perseverance,  encriry  ami  industry  arc  jtro- 
verbial  and  lhe3'  have  been  no  unimportant  factors 
in  deveU'ping  the  resources  of  the  New  'World  and 
especially  the  great  AVest.  They  arc  lookcii  niion 
as  forming  a  portion  of  the  l)one  and  sinew  of 
America.  While  llic  fathers  have  passed  away 
they  have  traiisuiitted  to  their  sons  the  qualities 
of  which  tlicy  were  so  admirably  possessed,  and 
thus  wc  find  the  latter  occupying  positions  of 
honor  in  all  the  channels  of  Imsiness  and  of  so- 
cial life. 

The  subject  of  this  notice,  who  is  the  senior 
member  of  the  firm  of  Nachbour  A-  Nicolans,  the 
leading  dealers  in  dry  goods  in  Joliet,  is  a  son  of 
Lewis  Nachliour,  win;  was  liorn  in  Germany  and 
came  to  America  in  In  17.  The  latter  upon  reach- 
this  country  proceeded  from  New  Orleans,  where 
he  landed,  up  the  Mississipiii  to  Davenport,  Iowa, 
and  thereafter  followed  his  trade  of  a  stonemason. 
He  was  married  in  Germany  to  Miss  Amelia  Wold 
ganaut.  a  native  of  his  own  countiy  and  tlujre 
were  born  to  llicm  seven  sons,  three  of  whom  are 
living,  viz :  I' rank,  the  Sheriff  of  Cedar  County, 
Iowa;  William,  a  faiiner  residing  near  Atalissa, 
that  State,  and  .bjseph  F.  our  subject.  The  parents 
are  still  living  and  residents  of  Atalissa. 

Mr.  Nachbonr  was  boi-n  in  the  city  of  Daven- 
port, Iowa,  .launary  1.').  IMJG.and  ac(pured  his  early 
education  in  the  conunou  schools,  lie  commenced 
his  business  career  in  the  dr}'  goods  store  of  A.  D. 
Dyer  at  Atalissa  and  remained  with  him  for  a 
period  of  six  years  in  that  place.  lie  then  came 
with  Mr.  1  )yer  to  .Iiiliot  and  contiiined  with  him 
another  si.\    vcars.      In  the    meantime  he  had  been 


prudent  and  sa\-ed  what  he  could  t.if  his  salary  and 
on  the  latli  of  Febru.ary,  1882,  .associated  himself 
in  partnership  with  a  dry-goods  firm  of  Joliet  and 
they  commenced  business  under  the  firm  name  of 
Dinet,  Nachbour  it  Co. 

Ten  months  later  there  was  a  change  in  the  bus- 
iness and  the  firm  assumed  its  present  style.  It 
has  been  steadily  gaining  ground  and  at  the  iires- 
enttime  transacts  a  business  of-i«175,000  annually. 
The  firm  started  with  a  capital  of  $2,000.  The 
business  now  occupies  the  lower  lloor  of  the  Bar- 
ber Building,  the  most  elegant  business  block  in 
the  city.  The  firm  carries  a  full  line  of  all  the 
articles  pertaining  to  this  branch  of  trade.  The 
store  is  fitted  up  with  all  the  modern  conveniences 
and  the  courteous  ti'eatment  of  its  customers  is 
made  a  specialty,  liy  fair  dealing  and  a  thor- 
ough understanding  of  the  business  in  all  its  de- 
tails, this  firm  is  rapidly  gaining  prominence  in 
the  county  and  securing  the  patronage  of  its  lead- 
ing people.  Mr.  Nachbour  and  his  partner  are 
also  interested  in  fine  horses  and  own  some  first- 
class  equines.  principally  roadsters. 

Politically,  Mr.  Nachbf)nr  is  a  sound  Republi- 
can and  is  justifiably  proud  of  the  lact  that  he 
cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Ocn.  (Ji'ant. 
Socially  he  belongs  to  the  I'nion  Club  and  the 
Irish-American  Chili,  at  .lolict,  also  the  Sunset 
Club,  of  Chicago. 


\f,AJIES  II.  FFKKIS,  President  of  the  .loliet 
News  Printing  Conqiany,  is  worthily  filling 
the  responsible  position,  to  which  he  brings 
a  large  amount  of  experience  and  practical 
kiiciwledge.  The  JS'i'/rs  was  established  in  April, 
\X71,  by  a  rambling  printer,  named  Charles  V. 
Dnlcher,  and  imblished  in  the  Phu'nix  odice,  then 
under  the  editorial  control  of  Mr.  Ferris.  Octo- 
ber I,  of  that  year,  a  firm  composed  of  R.  W.  Nel- 
son, James  II.  Ferris  and  H.  E.  Baldwin,  bought 
the  little  Neirs  [ilant  for  a  "song,"  and  continued 
the  publication.  The  last  two  above-named  |)art- 
ners  have  continued  the  business   to  this   date,  ex- 
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cepting  the  years  1881-82,  when  Mr.  Ferris  pub- 
lished a  pai)er  in  Maine. 

Tlie  iiolitifS  (if  the  Dfiihj  Ni'irs,  witli  its  fonr 
tliousanil  circulation,  has  l)een  ( ireentiacl<-J>alior 
ever  since  the  fall  of  1877,  and  the  weekly  edition 
ten  years  after  that  turned  its  forces  in  with  the 
Prohibition  parly.  Its  ciicuhition  is  two  thou- 
sand. 

Mr.  Ferris  was  born  in  the  town  of  Oswego. 
Kendall  County,  111.,  in  ISl'.i.  His  father,  William 
II.  Ferris,  removed  from  Clinton  County.  N.  Y.,  in 
the  MO's.  and  now  resides  at  Bristol.  Kendall 
C'ouuly,  this  State.  His  wife's  maiden  uanir  was 
Kliza  ^I.  Crown,  and  her  native  home,  Fric  Country, 
Pa. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  began  his  newspaper 
car"er  at  "\'orkvllle.  HI.,  where  lie  and  Frank  II. 
Hall  published  a  Peter  Cooper  (Greenback  pr.per  a 
year  or  two,  both  finality  coming  to  Joliet  in  1S7(I. 
Mr.  Ferris  married  Miss  Olive  E.  Hunt,  of  Hunts- 
ville.  Canaan  Count\'.  Conn.,  in  July.  18.sii. 


^.'FRRY  KFNI.STON,  whose  title  of  "Honor- 
able" was  gained  as  a  memlier  of  the  .State 
Legislature,  but  applies  equally  well  to  his 
i((K/'  private  life,  owns  a  line  estate  in  Wilton 
Township,  where  he  has  lived  since  isri4.  A  fine 
tract  of  land  is  the  farm  upon  which  he  devotes 
his  attention  to  farming  and  the  stoclv  business, 
and  its  aceumulation  has  resulted  mainly  from  his 
own  good  management  and  industr3-,as  he  had  but  a 
small  capital  u[)on  which  to  begin  life.  The  fer- 
tile and  improved  estate  comfirises  two  hundreil 
and  thirty-five  acres  on  section  16,  and  is  excelled 
by  few,  if  any,  in  the  vicinity.  For  several  years 
Blr.  Keniston  has  given  the  raising  of  Short-horn 
cattle  considerable  attention.  Well  reail  in  a  broad 
sense,  more  than  ordinarily  intelligent,  and  full  of 
enterprise  and  public  spirit,  it  is  not  to  be  won- 
dcrcil  at  that  this  gentleman  commands  the  re 
spect  of  all  who  enjoy  his  acquaintance  and  that  he 
is  pointed  out  as  a  worth3'  exiionent  of  the  Chris- 
tian faith  and  practice. 

The  name  donates  the  Scotch  oriirin  of  the  Ken 


iston  family  that  has  been  known  and  honored  in 
New  England  for  many  years.  In  the  Green 
Mountain  State,  Joseph  and  Sallie  (Glidden)  Ken- 
iston were  born,  and  lived  until  1854,  when  they 
came  west  and  took  up  their  residence  in  the  Prai- 
rie State.  A  settlement  was  made  in  Wilton  Town- 
sliip,  this  count}',  and  the  parents  tarried  here  un- 
til 18G.5,  when  they  removed  to  Aurora,  Kane 
County,  in  which  city  they  s[icnt  the  remainder  of 
their  lives,  both  living  to  an  advanced  .age.  The 
ehler  ;\Ir.  Keniston  dcrotcd  himself  to  farming 
,as  a  life  work,  and  was  in  easy  financial  circum- 
stances. For  many  years  prior  to  their  deaths,  he 
and  his  wife  were  active  members  of  the  Bai)tist 
Churcl).  The  parental  farail}'  consisted  of  eleven 
sons  and  daughters.  John  B.,  Elizabeth,  and 
Sarah,  are  deceased;  our  subject  is  the  fourth 
in  order  of  birth;  Emeline  is  the  wife  of  William 
Trie,  a  carpenter  at  Minneapolis,  iNIinn.;  Noah  G. 
is  engaged  in  farming  in  Montgonirey  County, 
Iowa;  Simeon  (i.,  is  deceased;  Hiram  B.  lives  in 
Oregon;  Joseph  J.  in  Iowa;  Henry  and  Julia  are 
deceased. 

In  Shetlield,  Caledonia  County,  Vt.,  the  eyes  of 
the  Hon.  Jerr}'  Keniston  opened  to  the  light  of  d.ay 
March  2,  182'J.  He  received  a  good  common- 
schoc.il  education  and  on  the  farm  acquired  the 
knowledge  of  agriculture  that  is  the  common  herit- 
age of  farmer's  sons.  When  about  twenty-five 
years  old  he  came  to  Illinois  with  his  parents,  and 
in  this  county  he  resided  until  after  the  Civil  War 
began.  He  then  determined  to  assist  his  country 
in  her  hour  of  neeil  and  abandoning  the  peaceful 
pursuits  of  his  former  yc'crs,  took  his  place  in  the 
ranks  as  a  member  of  Company  11,  One  Hundredth 
Illinois  Infantry. 

Soon  after  his  enlistment,  Mr.  Keniston  was 
made  Second  Lieutenant  of  his  company  and  at 
the  close  of  the  war  held  a  Captain's  Commission. 
He  took  part  in  ever}-  battle  in  which  his  regiment 
was  engaged  until  the  contest  at  Chickamauga, 
where  he  w.as  captured  by  the  enemy  and  taken 
to  Libby  Prison.  There  he  was  held  a  prisoner 
seven  months,  and  then  removed  to  points  farther 
south,  and  on  March  2,  1865,  released  at  Wilming- 
ton. N.  C.  Returning  to  the  State  whence  he  had 
entered  the   Fnion   Army,   Mr.   Keniston  resumed 
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the  peaceful  oecup:iti«n  of  frti-ming.  settling  on  the 
land  which  he  still  owns  and  operates. 

Mr.  Keniston  has  served  as  Township  Supervisor 
three  terms.  In  1879  he  was  elected  to  the  Slate 
Legislature  on  the  Republican  ticket  and  repre-  j 
sented  this  county  ably.  He  h.as  always  laken  an 
active  interest  in  politics,  believing  that  all  loyal 
citizens  should  understand  fully  the  needs  of  the 
Nation  and  aid  in  the  (iovernnient  by  their  vote 
and  influence  on  the  side  of  right  when  no  more 
prominent  work  is  given  tliem.  lie  is  n  niernlun-  of 
the  Baptist,  while  his  wife  belongs  to  the  Congre- 
gational Chnrch. 

In  18.5.H,  ^Ir.    Keniston   married   Miss  Marth.-i    A. 
Tiffany,  of  Pike. Wyoming  County. N.  V..with  whom 
lie  lived  hap|)ily  until  she  was  called  lience  in  l.S(12. 
In    l.siw;,    he    iii:irri(-d    Miss  Martha  Lynde  of  Wil- 
lianistouii.  \t..  who  has  al)ly  managed   the  house- 
hold affairs  and  wisely' governed  the  children  coni- 
niitted   to  her    care,   winning  friends  liy  her  graces 
of  heai't  and    mind.      Tlie  uniuu    has    been    blessed 
by  the  birth   of  nine  children — Henry  C,  J(_>hn  L.. 
Lcla,  Laura.  Chailes  II..  Mattie.  Carroll,  Raymond    '■■ 
and  Daisoy.      Lela  and   Mattie  have  been  removed    1 
by  the  hand  of  death;  Henry  is  now  living  iu  Chi-    > 
cigo;  the  others  remain  at  home.      All  arc  sinsrle. 


\f  OIIX  WILLIAMS.  Su.  T!ie  oldest  setlltr  in 
Wesley  Townshij).  and  one  of  the  oldest  in 
the  county,  this  nonagenarian  has  the  love 
and  respect  of  the  entire  neighliorhotxl,  and 
more  especially  of  the  younger  members  of  the 
communilj'.  Nothing  affords  him  greater  pleasure 
than  to  sit  and  talk  of  the  old  times,  whose  inci- 
dents are  as  vividly  im|)ressed  upon  his  memory  as 
though  they  had  transpired  but  yesterday.  His 
genera!  health  is  good  and  his  mind  3'et  active,  al- 
though he  so  long  since  (i.-issed  the  allotted  age  of 
man.  He  has  a  home  with  his  son  Frank  and  fam- 
ily, but  is  otherwise  alone,  seven  members  of  his 
family'  being  buried  in  the  cemetery  near  by. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  the   first- 
born in  the  parental  family  and  opened  his  eyes  to 


m 


the  light  of  day  in  Grcenl)riar  Counly,  \'a.,  Ai)ril 
5,  I.siil.  His  education,  a  common-school  one, 
was  ol}taincd  in  Greenbriar  and  Monroe  Counties, 
in  the  latter  of  which  the  family  resided  for  a  time. 
At  the  .age  of  twent3--one  years,  he  began  his  per- 
sonal career  in  life  as  a  farmer,  th.at  being  an  occu- 
pation to  wliK-li  lie  had  been  reared,  and  his  whole 
life  has  been  spent  in  o|)en  air  employment.  He 
had  a  deed  fni-tlii-e(!  liundrecl  and  fortj-  acres  of 
Maj.  Hamilton,  of  West  A'irginia.  and  worked  that 
faiin  until  Seplemlier.  1  s:!  I .  when  he  took  the 
Western  fever. 

On  October  7  of  that  year.  Mr.  Williams  started 
wiih  a  four  horse  team  toward  the  setting  sun,  and 
upon  arriving  in  the  vicinity  of  Danville,  111., 
UKhlu  a  settlement,  remaining  there  until  April, 
ls;:>l.  He  then  came  to  Will  County,  and  located 
one-half  mile  fiiim  his  presejlt  home.  At  that  time 
AVill  ('(lunty  had  been  sulijec(e(l  to  no  improve- 
ment worthy  of  mention,  anil  the  land  was  being 
sii|-vey<'d  by  the  I'liiled  Stales  (iovernnient.  Mr. 
Williams'  neare.^t  neighbor  was  (George  N.  15e<'k- 
wilh,  three  miles  distant,  and  he  remained  at  that 
time  bill  a  few  days.  Indians  were  here  two  sea- 
sons after  Mr.  Williams'  arrival,  but  t'.e}-  were 
peaceable. 

The  house  ijuilt  by  Mr.  ^\'illiams  was  the  first  in 
this  township.  It  was  of  logs,  and  being  16x18 
feet  in  dimensions,  wa.s  looked  upon  as  quite  a  man- 
sion. The  first  year  our  subject  plowed  fort^' 
acres,  two-thirds  of  which  he  planted  in  corn,  rais- 
ing from  the  sod  four  hundred  bushels  of  good  corn 
ami  enough  soft  grain  to  keep  his  cattle  and  horses 
all  winter.  He  had  twenty-two  head  of  cattle  and 
two  horses.  Having  had  some  money  with  which 
to  start  here,  Mr.  Williams  had  not  the  struggle 
which  sonii^  pioneers  lia<I.  His  lirst  purchase  was 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  but  he  sold  off 
twenty  to  a  new  neighbor.  Verj'  few  settlers  ar- 
rived prior  to  l.s.'SO.  at  which  time  there  was  (juitc 
an  iiilliix  of  immigrants. 

Ill  Octoltcr,  18111,  Mr.  Williams  united  with  the 
.Mitliodist  Episcoiial  Church,  with  wdiich  he  has 
b<'cn  identified  since  that  time,  and  in  the  work  of 
which  he  took  an  active  part  for  many  a  long  year. 
He  hel[ied  to  organize  the  first  congregation  in  this 
township,  ill   l,s:3.').  and  was  Class-Leader  from  18.')G 
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lo  1839.  In  1837  the  congregation  numbered  fifty- 
two  members.  TJie  first  regular  minister  was  the 
Rev.  Mr.  .Springer,  father  of  Congressman  Springer. 

The  first  school  in  this  vicinity  was  also  organized 
in  1 835,  and  John  Frazer  selected  as  its  teacher.  Mr. 
Williams  was  one  of  the  first  School  Directors,  and 
has  frequently  served  in  the  same  capacity  in  later 
\  ears.  He  was  hero  when  the  county  was  organized, 
and  has  therefore  been  as  closely  connected  with 
its  liistury  as  anyone  now  living.  The  first  house 
\,liirli  he  liuilt  is  now  used  by  T.  W.  .lones  as  a 
slalde.  Ill  July.  IS71.  lie  came  to  liis  present  home. 
.Mr.  ^^■illiam^  has  always  taken  an  intei'est  in  poli- 
tics, and  from  the  time  of  casting  his  first  I'resi  ■ 
dential  ballot,  wiiich  was  given  to  John  (^uincy 
Adams,  he  has  never  failed  to  deposit  his  IjaUot 
in  the  interest  of  good  government.  His  father 
was  a  Federalist  and  he  has  been  a  Whig  and  Re- 
pul)lican. 

The  first  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  Sei)- 
tember  5,  1832,  the  bride  being  Miss  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Aaron  ISurr,  cousin  of  Col.  Aaron 
Hiirr.  That  estimable  lady  survival  until  1845, 
when  she  joined  the  sheeted  nations  of  the  dead. 
She  had  borne  seven  children  of  whom  the  sur- 
vivors are  LeRoy,  now  living  in  California;  John, 
in  Colorado:  Clarke,  in  Kansas;  and  Mrs.  Rebecca 
Withroe  in  Kentland.  Ind. 

On  June  22.  1817,  ;\lr.  \\'illiams  contracted  a 
second  alliance,  his  companion  being  Miss  Susan 
(iroff,  whose  iionie  was  near  LaFayette,  Ind.  This 
union  was  blessed  by  the  liirtli  of  four  children, 
with  the  youngest  of  whom,  Frank  L.,  our  subject 
makes  his  home.  Tlie  others  are  James  W.,  Mrs. 
Jennie  Shefler  and  Mrs.  I>izzie  (irey,  wlio  live  in 
Kansas.  Mrs.  Susan  (Groff)  Williams  departed 
this  life  in  August,  18(J0.  The  third  marriage  of 
Mr.  Williams  was  celebrated  March  27,  18C2,  on 
which  occasion  he  was  united  iu  nuxrri.age  witli 
Miss  Mary  Moiehead,  who  survived  until  Novem- 
ber 13.  1884,  wlien  she  too  was  hud  to  rest  in  the 
silent  tomb. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  liichard  Williams, 
who  was  bom  in  <ireenbriar  Count}',  W.Va.,  Octo- 
lur  17.  177(j.  In  the  same  county  in  1780  a  child 
was  born  who  w.as  christened  Thankful  Morrison, 
and  who  m  due  time  became  the  wife  of   Richard 


Williams.  In  1808  they  removed  to  Monroe 
Count}',  of  the  same  State,  settling  upon  a  farm, 
which  they  made  their  home  for  twenty-three  years. 
They  then  returned  to  their  native  county,  where 
Mr.  Williams  breathed  his  last  in  1843,  and  his 
good  wife  in  1852.  This  worthy  couple  were  the 
parents  of  eight  sons  and  three  daughters,  tliree  of 
the  family  yet  surviving. 

A  lithographic  portrait  of  this  venerable  citizen 
of  Will  County  appropriately  accompanies  his  per- 
sonal sketch.  To  attain  to  a  happy  and  healthy 
old  age  is  the  lot  of  only  a  few,  and  Mr.  Williams 
is  fortunate  in  that  principles  of  honor  and  upright- 
ness were  early  inculcated  in  his  mind,  and  thus  he 
is  enabled  to  consider  the  past  without  regret  and 
the  future  without  fear. 


^:iEORGE  W.  YOUNG,  LL.  B.,  is  one  of  the 


^ 


prominent  and  rising  young  members  of 
the  bar  of  this  county,  his  office  lieing  in 
the  Barber  Block,  Joliet.  He  was  born  in  Man- 
hattan, this  county,  March  25,  1864,  and  came  to 
Joliet  with  his  parents  when  twelve  3'ears  old,  re- 
ceiving his  education  at  the  grammar  and  high 
schools  of  this  cit\'.  In  1883  he  took  a  position  on 
the  st.aff  of  the  Joliet  liepuhUc  and  Sun,  where  he 
remained  until  the  fall  of  1885.  He  then  entered 
the  School  of  Law  in  Columhia  College,  New 
York  City  .taking  also  the  course  in  political  science. 
He  was  graduated  in  1887,  receiving  the  degree  of 
Bachelcir  oi  Laws,  ciivi  laude. 

The  same  year  Mr.  Young  was  ailmilted  to  the 
bar  in  Illiiu>is.  and  at  once  began  to  practice  in 
.loliet.  During  the  last  Presidential  campaign 
he  was  elected  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the 
Lincoln  Club,  an  organization  of  young  Repub- 
licans, and  still  holds  the  office.  He  w.as  also  a 
memlier  i)f  the  Township  Campaign  Committee. 
He  is  now  a  Director  of  the  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Association,  and  was  recently  elected  Vestry- 
man in  Christ  Episcopal  Church.  These  facts 
thoroughlj-  establish  his  reputation  as  one  of  the 
upright,  energetic  and  trustworthy  30ung  men  of 
the  cit}-,  and  indicate  that  his  life  is  to  be  a  useful 
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line,  not  imly  in  ad  i'ancing  his  peiSDnal  interests, 
but  in  earning  foiward  the  higher  welfare  and 
civilization  of  the  community  to  whicii  he  belongs. 
If  further  demonstrates  the  fact  that  the  family 
nauK  .  which  is  alread}'  an  honored  one.  promises 
to  become  still  more  honoraljle  through  the  merits  of 
the  younger  generation  of  the  name. 

t)n  .September  5,  1889,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Corabelie  Beers  Rugar,  a  cultured 
and  refined  j'oung  lady.  She  was  Ijorn  at  (iales- 
l)urg.  111.,  April  2.  ISiJl,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Capt. 
Francis  Rugar,  V .  S.  .V.  She  was  educated  at 
Knox  College  .and  afterward  i)Ursued  the  stud}'  of 
art  in  the  Art  Institute,  of  Chicago,  and  the  .Acad- 
emy of  Design,  of  New  York. 

The  first  member  of  the  Young  family-  in  Amer- 
ica was  the  Rev.  .b)hn  Young,  who  was  sent  to  this 
couuliy  about  IG.'i.j  as  a  missionarv  of  tlie  Church 
of  Kngland,  as  jM-eviously  there  had  lieeu  none  in 
New  England.  He  made  a  permanent  home  near 
Sag  Harbor.  I..  I.  lie  had  two  sons.  Kdward  and 
Alexander,  who  left  liouie  about  1  TOO.  the  former 
goiuLT  to  New  Jersey  and  the  latter  to  Westchester 
County.  X.  Y.,  where  the  descendants  of  Alex- 
audi  1-  Young  lived  for  many  years.  His  son.  also 
ii.-niied  .Vlcxauder.  was  the  father  of  Kdward.  and 
Ihc  '.iraiidfathe'.  of  .a  third  .Mi'Xauder.  who  married 
.Miss  Kli/.alieth  Lawrence  .-iliout  1  7si7.  MissLav,- 
rence  w.as  the  daughter  of  .lolm  Lawrence,  of  New 
York  City,  and  cousin  of  the  noted  Capt.  John 
Lawrence,  of  the  I  uited  Slates  frigate  -Chesa- 
peake," whose  memorable  command  "Don't  give 
up  the  ship"  is  still  a  popular  motto  in  the  navy. 

The  last-named  Alexander  Young  was  a  [iromi-  . 
nent  Ortho(lox  I'riends  prenclier,  well  known 
lliroughout  the  country.  He  owned  and  (operated 
an  extensive  mill  at  Ksopus,  lister  County,  on 
the  Hudson.  He  and  his  wife  reared  a  family  of 
six  children,  the  third  of  whom  wa-^  .lohn  Young, 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject.  He  was  born  in 
Ksopus  July  LS,  1798,  was  considered  one  of  the 
most  liigbli'-educated  men  of  his  day.  and  was  for 
.some  time  in  charge  of  a  private  school  in  New 
York  City.  He  had  previously  established  tin- 
Brooklyn  Collegiate  Institute,  whicli  he  contiiuKd 
until  \^^i.  In  18-2i;  lie  wn>  appointed  Lnileil 
Stales  Surveyor  for  tlie  District  of   t  inciniiati.  but 


never  undertook  the  active  duties  of  the  otlice.  In 
the  fall  of  LSlS  he  came  to  Illinois,  and  locating 
in  M.'dih.-iltan,  this  county,  was  joined  l)y  his 
f.-imily  in  the  siiring  of  LS19.  He  became  well- 
known  tliroughout  the  county,  being  a  prominent 
an<l  extensive  farmer,  and  serving  as  Suiiervisor  of 
his  towushi|)  for  ten  years.  In  187G  he  re- 
tired from  active  life,  removing  to  Joliet  to  spend 
the  remainder  of  his  da^'s  with  his  son  Edward.  He 
was  one  of  the  organizers  of  St.  Paul's  Elpis- 
cop.al  Chinch,  at  Manhattan,  and  was  largely  in- 
strumental in  l)uilding  the  church  eiliflce.  He  was 
for  several  years  before  his  retirement  President  of 
the  AVill  County  Agriculturnl  Society.  He  was 
also  patentee  of  several  agricultural  implements. 

In  is-i.j  .John  Young  became  the  husband  of 
Miss  Caroline  'I'hom]json.  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
James  Thom|)son.  a  well-known  Episcopal  clergy- 
man, of  Lister  County.  N.  Y.  l-'our  children  sur- 
vive him.  They  are  James  Thompson,  President 
of  the  Sttiten  Island  Dyeing  Establishment  in  New 
York  City:  Manstield,  a  resident  of  Hartland, 
Iv-ui.;  Caroline  E..  wife  of  Francis  L.  Cagwin,  of 
Joliet:   and  Edward. 

The  yoiuiucsi  sou.  E<Lvard,  who  is  the  f;ither  of 
our  sul>ject.  was  born  in  Durham,  ,\.  Y.,  Februaty 
(1.  LS;)7.  ;ind  c;ime  to  this  county  with  the  family 
in  IS  19.  He  recei\<'d  his  ediicatiiui  at  private 
schools  in  New  '^'ork  City,  and  after  reaching  his 
maturity  succeeded  his  father  iu  the  management 
of  the  farm,  upon  which  he  remained  until  187(i. 
He  then  remoxed  to  Joliet  and  engaged  in  the  li.ay 
and  ;;rain  buisiness.  buying  iu  dilTereut  parts  of 
thccouutiy  and  shii)iiing  to  the  .South  and  East, 
carrying  on  an  extensive  trade.  In  order  to  still 
further  extend  the  business  he  has  recently  rc- 
mo\ed  to  Kansas, with  his  headquarters  at  Anthony, 
where  he  gives  his  attention  exclnsi\ely  to  grain 
de:diiig.  He  married  Miss  Ann  Eliza,  daughter  of 
the  Rev.  ^Varller  Hoyt,  an  Ei)iscopal  clergyman 
at  Ridgelielil.  Conn.  She  was  boru  June  15,  1839, 
and  e<iucaled  at  Pelham  Priory. 

The  family  of  Mr.  and  iMrs.  Edward  Young  is 
made  up  of  five  sons  and  a  daughter,  George 
\Varner.  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  Ijeing  the  eld- 
est. The  second  one  is  Charles  Herbert,  who  is 
now  attending  Trinity   College.   Hartford,  Conn., 
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being  a  oaiidirtale  for"  the  Episcopal  miiiistvy;  the 
third  is  John  Mansfield,  city  editor  of  the  .loliot 
Fi-pss:  Hensted  T.,  the  fourth  child,  is  private  sec- 
retary to  the  General  Freight  Agent  of  the  p]rie 
Railroad,  at  Chicago.  The  younger  members  of 
the  family  circle  are  Francis  Edward,  who  is  now 
in  school,  and  Jlargarct  Hoyt.  The  family  have 
long  been  members  of  the  Episcojjal  Church,  the 
father  having  been  Vestryman  and  Warden  of 
Christ  Churcli.  of  .Joliet.  since  187G. 


ILLIAM  L.VMBE.  Among  the  many  at- 
\\\/\  /  tractive,  rural  homesteads  of  this  county 
'^T*  none  arc  more  deserving  of  a  special  men- 
lion  than  that  Ijelonging  to  Mr.  Lamhe,  and  wiiich 
in  its  a|ipoiutmculs  is  indicative  of  the  true  char- 
acter of  both  himself  and  his  excellent  wife.  The 
farm  C(>mi)riscs  three  hundred .ind  twenty  acres  of 
land  (Ui  section  30.  embellished  with  good  buildings 
and  all  the  other  aiiimrlennnces  naturall3'  suggested 
to  the  mind  <if  the  enterprising  and  jirogressive 
ngriculturisl.  Mi'.  Lambe  is  wcll-lo-do  linanciaHy, 
ownini;.  besides  this  farm,  three  liiindred  and  sixty 
acres  in  Clinton  Cdunty.  lie  is  lai-gely  interested 
in  stuck  raising  and  lias  that  thoi'oiigh  understand- 
ing f)f  his  culling  which  selibim  fails  of  success. 
Mrs.  l.anibe  is  in  all  respects  the  suitable  partner 
iif  her  husb.ind  and  their  hospitable  doors  are  con- 
tinuiiie^ly  kept  open  to  the  hosts  of  friends  whom 
they  have  made  since  their  sojourn  in  this  county. 

The  suliject  of  this  not'ce  was  born  in  County 
Tyrone.lrelaml.September,-20,  1820,  and  lived  there 
until  Its.'i'i,  iiccnpying  himself  nmstly  as  a  farmer. 
He  obtaineil  s\icli  education  as  was  afforded  by 
the  common  schouls  and  at  an  early  age  contracted 
those  habits  of  incbistry  and  economy  which  have 
been  the  secret  of  hih  later  success.  Before  hiav- 
ing  his  native  laml  he  was  for  five  or  six  years  a 
resident  of  the  city  of  Belfast,  empluyed  in  the 
Government  Custom  House. 

Upon  reaching  America  in  the  fall  of  lx."i2,  Mr. 
Lambe  sDJonrned  brielly  in  New  Yoik  City  upon 
landing,  and  thence  made  his  way  to  St.  Louis. Mo., 
where  for   three  years  he  was  employed  as  a   [lork- 


liacker,  conducting  his  own  business.  His  estab- 
lishment and  its  contents  were  destroyed  by  fire 
and  for  four  j-ears  afterward  he  engaged  as  a  rail- 
road contractor.  Subsequently  he  was  in  the  trans- 
fer business  for  the  Chicago,  Alton  i  .St.  Louis 
Railroad  Company,  and  later  engaged  as  a  dealer 
in  coal  and  ice  for  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  while  at 
tlie  same  time  retaining  his  connection  with  the 
transfer  business,  in  company  with  his  brother,  the 
late  Charles  B.  Lambe,  of  St.  Louis. 

About  1866,  Mr.  Lambe  came  to  Clinton  County, 
this  State,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  lived 
until  probably  1S82.  In  the  meantime  he  has 
l)eeii  accompanied  in  his  migrations  by  the  lady 
to  whom  he  was  first  married,  in  County  Down, Ire- 
land— Miss  Letitia  Martin — who  bore  him  three 
children.  The  eldest  of  these  is  a  daughter,  Sarah, 
and  now  the  wife  of  James  Allen,  of  Clinton 
Count}'.  The  tw(.)  _\dunger — Emma  and  John — 
died  when  small.  Mrs.  Letitia  Lambe  departed  this 
life  in   St.  Louis.  ^lo..  in  18.j.'3. 

C)ur  suliject  was  married  to  his  present  wife  in 
Homer  Township,  this  county,  March  6,  1867.  Her 
maiden  name  was  Louise  Barnet.  and  she  is  a 
daughter  of  the  Late  (ieorge  Barnet  who  died  in 
Homer  Townshii)  about  ISGl.  Mrs.  Louise  (Bar- 
net)  Lamlie  was  liorn  in  Canada.  November  G, 
LSIiK.  and  by  her  union  with  our  subject  has  be- 
come the  mother  of  seven  children,  viz:  George 
who  died  when  three  months  old;  (Jeorgiana,  AVil- 
liam  15..  Anna  1!.,  Emma  II..  Minnie  L.  and  Charles 
I).  Mr.  Lambe,  i)olitically,  is  a  sound  Re|n)lilican. 
He  has  had  a  lengthy  experience  as  a  School  Direc- 
tor, holding  this  ofHce  for  many  years  both  in  Will 
and  C  linton  Counties.  In  [Kditics  he  is  a  stanch 
Uepublican,  and  both  he  and  his  estimable  wife 
are  members  in  good  standing  (if  the  Baptist 
Church. 


/^  YRUS  A.  LEWIS. 


Among  the  leading  men 
^_  in  the  community  of  New  Lenox  Town- 
\^'  ship,  none  are  held  in  more  genuine  respect 
than  Mr.  Lewis.  He  possesses  all  the  qualities 
of  "a  gentleman  to  the  manor  born,"  being  liberal, 
enter|)rising  and    public  spirited  as  a  citizen,  skill- 
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fill  and  tli(ii'<.iugli  ;is  a  fa,  iikt,  aii<l  lias  siirruunilfil 
his  family  with  all  of  Uie  cuiuforLs  of  life.  He  is 
now  apiiroacliing'  the  sixty-sixth  year  of  li is  aire. 
the  (late  of  his  birth  being  July  19,  l.siM,  ami  his 
native  (liace  was  the  town  of  Decatur,  Otsego 
County,  X.  Y.  He  was  the  youngest  of  two  sons 
anil  two  (laughters,  the  offspring  of  Justus  and 
Candaec  (Spencer)  Lewis,  who  were  lioth  natives 
of  Isew  Hartford,  Conn.  The  father  served  tliree 
years  as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  \\:\v.  and 
by  occupation  was  a  skilled  mechanic,  .\fler  mar- 
riage the  parents  settled  in  Decatur,  Otsego  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  the  father  engaged  in  farming,  ami 
where  bolh  i)arents  spent  the  i-emainder  of  their 
lives,  the  mother  dying  in  the  fall  of  l.S.'-]3  and  the 
father  in  the  fall  of  lis  17. 

Mr.  Lewis  spent  his  boyhood  and  y(.utli  in  his 
native  county  remaining  tliere  until  IS.'iO.  Hu  be- 
came familiar  with  the  various  employments  of 
farm  life,  and  when  approaching  the  twenty  third 
j'ear  of  his  age,  was  married,  Februar}-  23.  1847, 
at  Decatur,  to  Miss  Enieline,  daughter  of  Jesse  and 
Zurviah  (Peek)  .Seward.  'I'he  father  of  Mrs.  Lewis 
was  a  cousin  of  William  II.  Scwaid,  Secretar\'  of 
•Slate  during  President  Lincoln's  administration, 
while  Mrs.  Seward  was  a  relative  of  e.x-Ciovernor 
Marcy.  of  New  York  State.  Mrs.  Sew.-ird  died 
there,  while  Mr.  Seward  died  in  the  city  of  .loliet, 
111.  Mrs.  Lewis  was  born  in  Decatur,  K.  Y..  Seii- 
tomber  20.  1.^2').  and  remained  there  wilh  iici' [lar- 
ents  until  her  marriage  and  until  llie  spring  of 
1S50. 

In  the  above-mentioned  year  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis 
came  to  Illinois  and  settled  on  section  ;!0.  New 
Lenox  Townshi[i.  this  county.  51  r.  Lewis  is  the 
owner  of  nearly  four  hundred  acres  of  land,  wjiich 
he  has  brought  to  a  high  stati'  of  cidlivalion.  A 
part  of  this  was  purchased  by  him  ;it  s!4  pc-r  acre. 
but  under  his  eaieful  managenniit  if  has  now  be 
come  more  valuable  iu-oi)erty.  Nine  children  have 
been  born  to  .Mr.  .'uid  Mrs.  Lewis,  the  eldest  of 
whom,  a  daughter.  M.-iry.  is  tlie  wife  of  AVilliam 
Greenwood,  of  New  Lenox  Township.  The  ehlest 
son,  Spencer,  was  piously  inclined  from  his  y(uUli. 
and  is  now  a  missionary  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Jlethodist  Episcopal  Cliurch  and  stationed  at  Chunk 
King,  in  which  is  located  the  West  China  Mission. 


He  is  an  earnest  laborer  in  the  Master's  vineyar<l 
and  possesses  in  a  marked  degree  the  talents  and 
ability  suitalile  to  his  resi)onsible  position.  Can- 
dace  is  the  wifi'  of  Calvin  Armagast,  of  Joliet; 
Nellie  is  the  wife  of  Julian  Barnes,  of  that  city; 
C.  Almon  is  an  architect,  of  S|)okane  Falls.  Wash.; 
Sln^rman  and  .leniiie  remain  at  home  with  their  par- 
ents. Flcjrenee  Ma  died  aged  two  \  cars,  and  an 
infant  dieil  unnamed. 

.Mr.  Lewis  has  for  some  time  entertained  a  waiin 
interest  in  the  temperance  movement  and  in  poli- 
tics is  1H)W  a  Prohibitionist.  He  and  his  family 
aie  all  nieinbeis  in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist 
Kpiscopal  Church.  Mr.  Lewis  being  a  Trustee  of 
the  Ottawa  Street  Church,  at  .b.iliet.  and  one  of  the 
chief  pillai's.  Aside  from  holding  the  offices  of 
H<jad  Commissioner  ami  School  Trustee,  he  has 
kept  aloof  from  the  cares  and  responsibilities  of 
[lublic  life. 


()I;EKT  lirSTON,  Sheriff  of  Will  County, 
was  elected  to  this  office  in  IKfsCi  and  tlie 
indications  arc  that  he  is  thoroughly  adapted 
to  the  discharge  uf  its  duties.  He  is  a  man 
of  large  experience  and  keen  observation,  having 
a  good  understamling  of  human  nature  and  has 
proven  himself  competent  to  deal  with  tlie  motley 
cliararteis  wliieli  frecpiently  come  under  his  juris- 
diction. 

.\  native  of  New  York  City,  Mr.  Huston  was 
born  August  7.  LSI.-.,  to  liobert  and  Kli/.abeth 
(Shaw)  Huston,  who  were  natives  of  the  North  of 
Ireland.  The  Huston  family  is  of  Irish  descent 
wliile  the  Sliaws  originated  in  Scotland. 

Tlie  father  of  our  subject  emigrated  to  America 
in  ISiU.wlieu  a  young  man,  and  two  years  later 
was  married  to  Miss  Shaw.  The  union  resulteil  in 
the  birth  of  live  daughteis  and  four  son.-,  of  whom 
Robert  was  the  sixth  in  lU'der  of  birth.  The  fam- 
ily, in  1S,")0,  removed  to  (irundy  County,  (his 
Slate.  Robert  Huston.  Sr.,  had  in  his  own  country 
learned  the  trade  of  a  carpet  weaver,  liiil  now  en- 
gaged in  farming  uiioii  the  rich  s<ii!  of  the  Prairie 
State.      Mrs.   Elizabeth    (Shaw)    Huston    departed 
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Ibis  life  at.  her  huiiK'  in  CTanlner,  111.,  May  11,  1885. 
One  son.  .Itiiin  ^V..died  in  tlie  liospitiil  at  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  from  >iekiiess  contraetetl  in  tlie  aiuiy  during 
the  late  Civil  War.  Th<_iin;i.s  .L,  for  llie  past  nine- 
teen years  lias  Ix'i  n  tlie  railroad  a,:;eiil  at  Lenionl. 
111.  William  [iroseeiites  tanning  at  the  olil  home- 
stead in  l>r.,eeuell  Teiwnsliii).  The  sistei'h  are  all 
living  and  all  married.  One  is  residing  in  Braid- 
wood,  one  in  lla.^tings.  Neb.,  and  three  in  Gardner, 
111.  The  aged  father  who  has  now  numbered 
eighty-two  years,  is  passing  his  days  quietly  on  the 
old  homestead  in  Grundy  County. 

Robert  reeeived  the  advantages  afforded  by  the 
common  seliools  and  after  the  outlireak  of  the 
Civil  War,  allh'ougli  only  a  little  over  si.xteen 
y<'ars  old,  enlisted  December  20.  liSGl.  as  a  I'uion 
Soldier  in  Comiiany  L  Fiftieth  Illinois  Infantry, 
and  iiaiticipated  with  his  comrailes  iu  the  vicissi- 
tudes of  army  life  and  in  many  important  battles. 
At  the  battle  of  Yellow  Bayou,  La.,  M.ay  14,  181)4, 
he  belonged  to  the  color  guard,  of  whom  four  were 
wounded  and  two  killed,  Mr.  Huston  uiion  that 
occasion  suffering  the  loss  of  his  right  leg.  Ik- 
was  confined  in  the  hospital  at  Jefferson  City,  Mo., 
until  sufHciently  recovered  to  return  home  and 
received  bis  huiiorable  discharge  in  l''ebruar3',  1SG5, 
being  mustered  out  as   corjioral. 

After  leaving  the  army  ilr.  Huston  supplemen- 
ted his  education  by  an  attendance  at  school  two 
years,  [lart  of  the  time  at  Fulton,  111.,  where 
arrangements  had  been  made  by  the  State  for  free 
tuition  and  hoard  for  soldiers.  He  subsequently 
taught  school  two  years  in  (iiiindy  County  ,aud  then 
for  eighteen  months  was  employed  as  a  weighmau 
at  coal  shafts  at  Braidwood.  Later  he  engaged  in 
merchandising  at  that  point  for  twelve  or  thirteen 
years.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time  he  sold  out 
and  subsequently  served  as  Postmaster  of  Braid- 
wood  one  tfM-m.  lie  assumed  the  duties  of  Sherilf 
in  the  fall    of  t.s.sC. 

Mr.  Huston  contracted  matrimonial  ties  February 
G,  1872,  being  wedded  to  iSliss  iMuma  A.,  daughter  of 
William  and  Augustine  Blancliard.  Mrs.  Huston 
was  born  December  22,  l!S4.'i,  in  Geneva.  III.  She 
received  careful  parental  tiaining  and  remained 
under  the  home  roof  until  her  marriage.  (.)f  this 
union    there   have    been    born    four    children,    viz: 


Maud  J.,  Charles  E.,  William  B.,  and  Jessie  O.     Mr. 

Huston  is  prominently  connected  with  the  (irand 
Army  of  the  lie|iublic,  the  Aiu-ient  Order  of  Cnited 
\\'orkinen  and  the  American  Legion  of  Honor,  in 
the  latter  of  \'liicli  he  has  been  the  State  Treasurer 
tor  the  |jast  six  years.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to 
state  that  iKilitically ,  he  is  a  sound  Republican. 

He  has  been  partially  reimbursed  for  the  loss  of 
his  limb  by  the  granting  of  a  monthly  pension 
from  the  Government. 


-*• — -n-s^-it- 


LOXZO  B.  SHARP.  The  firm  of  A.  B. 
Sharp  it  Co.,  occuiiies  a  i)romiiient  posi- 
tion among  the  business  and  industrial  in- 
terests of  Jciliet,  and  is  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  paints,  oils,  varnishes,  axle  grease, 
etc.  'I he  senior  member  of  the  firm,  of  whom  we 
here  [iresent  a  sketch,  has  been  engaged  iu  this 
business  since  1871.  He  commenced  in  a  modest 
manner  and  gratlnally  added  to  his  facilities  and 
the  variety  of  articles  manufactured,  making  all 
house,  railroad  and  fence  wire  brands  of  paint, 
lOxcelsior  Axle  Grease,  Harness  Alabastino,  and 
cnjciys  a  trade  of  i?  100,000  annually.  He  thinks, 
however,  of  retiring  from  business  in  the  near  fu- 
ture, and  s[)ending  his  declining  years  in  the  east 
and  comfort  wdiich  lie  has  so  justly  earned.  He 
has  a  fine  plant,  the  lot  comprising  one  hundred 
and  sixty-six  feet  front  on  Ottawa  Street,  running 
back  to  Canal  ami  connecting  with  Jackson  at  the 
uinjcr  bridge.  He  is  the  owner  of  other  valuable 
[iroiierty  in  the  city,  including  a  fine  home  at  the 
intersection  of  Ivaslern  Avenue  and  Clinton  Street, 
one  of  the  finest  residence  localities  of  the  city,  and 
which  is  valued  at  $10,000. 

A  natixeof  Wiiidom,  Conn.,  Mr.  Shar[)  was  born 
four  miles  from  the  noted  frog  jiond  of  that  re- 
gion, July  2S,  l,S2.j.  His  |)arents  were  Folder  Elias 
and  Fanny  .Sharp,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  na- 
tive of  N'crmont.  Klias  Sharp  when  a  young  man 
went  to  Connecticut.  ;is  a  minister  of  tlie  Christian 
Church,  and  became  an  eloquent  pulpit  orator. 
He  uiarried    Miss    F\inny,  daughter  of    Benjamin 
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Gavduer,  a  seafaring  man,  and  they  li\iil  in  Con- 
necticut until  tljeir  son,  Alonzo  I!.,  liail  re:ielied 
his  niiijorily.  and  tiiey  sjn'iit  l\\v\v  lust  years  in 
Loei<iiort,  X.  V. 

Mr.  Shar|)  attended  the  eonunon  schnols  (if  his 
native  [ilaee.  He  lived  in  New  London.  Conn., 
five  years,  then  came  AVest  as  far  as  Louansport. 
Ind.,  where  he  was  engaged  five  years  in  the  gro- 
cery bnsiness.  Next  he  removed  to  a  farm  in 
Kendall  County,  across  the  line  fiom  IMainlirld, 
and  from  there  went  to  INIontana  at  liie  time  of 
tiie  gold  excitement.  After  a  year's  alisence  he 
returned  via  the  I'latte  and  lellowstone  Rivers, 
Virginia  City  and  Salt  LaUe.  i>aying  $300  stage 
fare  from  the  Mormon  metropolis  to  Atchison, 
Kan.,  and  being  seventeen  days  and  nights  on  the 
road,  much  of  the  time  drlayed  by  snow.  He  suc- 
ceeded fairly  well  in  the  mines,  liut  decided  that 
that  experience  wmihl  sullic-c'  as  far  as  the  wild 
West  was  concerned.  He  then  came  to  .bilit't.  III. 
Mr.  Sharp  engaged  in  Initchering,  and  (illed  five 
contracts  with  the  Illinois  State  Penitentiary  in  a 
satisfactory  nianner,  and  was  thus  oecu|iied  about 
ten  vears.  In  LSTI  he  estalilished  his  present  cn- 
teriirise.  which  has  likewise  netted  him  ample  re- 
turns. He  is  looked  upon  in  business  circles  as  a 
fair-minded  man,  srpiare  in  his  dealings  and  one 
whose  wor<l  may  bi-  Cdnsidered  as  g(_iod  as  his 
bond. 

Mr.  Sharp  was  first  married,  in  l.s4(i.  to  .Miss 
Sarah  1..  I'.rown,  daughter  of  Maj.  llrnwu.  a  sol- 
dier in  the  War  of  1.S12.  Of  this  union  then.'  was 
born  one  child,  Kiigene  I).,  who  is  in  business 
with  his  father;  the  mother  died  when  this  lioy 
was  a  lad  of  twelve  years.  .Mr.  Shai'p  then  mai-- 
ried  her  younger  .sister.  Miss  Kmily  M.,  an<l  there 
were  born  to  them  three  children,  (jnly  one  of 
whom  is  living,  viz.:  Lina.  who  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  I'.  liarstow.  of  Ikiston.  Mass..  and  they 
have  two  children.  Eugene  married  Mi.--s  Sarah 
Noble  and  is  the  father  of  five  children. 

Elias  Sharp  came  to  the  West  aliout  IMiO.  and 
became  interested  in  lands  and  line  wool  sheep. 
He  also  engaged  extensively  in  the  nursery  busi- 
ness at  Loekport.  N.  Y.,  prior  to  this,  and  durin;,^ 
the  panic  of  1837  lost  probaldy  §40,000.  He  had 
been  obliged  to  abandon  the   ministry  on  account 


of  ill-health.  He  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-two  yi'ai's.  and  died  'about  1H7G  in  Lock- 
port.  X.  Y.  The  wife  and  mother  survived  him 
four  years  and  was  about  ciglity-f"ur  years  old  at 
the  time  of  her  decease. 

Dr.  Sharp  obtained  his  title  during  the  reign 
of  the  epizootic,  in  IS71,  having  been  especially 
sueeessfid  in  treating  this  disease,  which  made 
such  havoc  among  the  horses.  He  has  three 
brothers  living,  namely.  M.  O.,  Lovando  and  C. 
A.  The  three  carry  on  thi"  nursery  business  at 
Lock|)ort.  N.  V.,  anti  have  one  of  the  largest 
fruit-evaporating  establishments  in  the  Empire 
State,  with  a  capacity  of  six  hundred  bushels  per 
day. 


■    I — g^i 


CHARLES  cruris.  It  has  been  well  said 
.  that  -our  schools  are  the  hoiie  of  our 
country  "  and  all  who  desire  the  perpetua- 
tion of  the  national  life  and  the  fulfillment  of  its 
ghirious  [iromise  as  the  center  of  the  hJehest  civil- 
ization, recognize  the  fact  that  the  educators  of 
our  land  are  clothed  with  a  high  rcsi)oiisibility  and 
that  those  in  whose  care  the  young  arc  placed 
should  be  selecteil  with  judgment.  Prof.  Curtis  is 
one  to  whom  his  fellow  men  look  up  as  an  instructor 
capable  not  only  of  guiding  youth  in  the  ascent  of 
the  hill  of  knowledge,  but  of  lea>lini;  them  by  ex- 
ample and  precept  toward  moral  ami  upright  lives. 
His  own  mind  has  been  well  disciplined  and  is  a 
storehouse  of  knowledge,  while  the  moi'al  and 
Spiritual  ijualities  ha\'i'  ln'cn  strengthened  and 
develi.ipeil   as  years  ha\e  [lassed  by. 

I'ri.if.  Curtis  was  boi'ti  in  Orange  County.  \t., 
and  in  the"  (Ireen  .Mountain  Slate  his  parents, 
Francis  ami  .lulia  (  Uichanlson  )  Cui'tis.  also  first 
saw  the  light  of  d.ay.  His  mother  died  when  he 
was  quite  young,  lint  liis  father  is  still  living.  The 
educational  privileges  bestowed  upon  the  lad  were 
excellent,  and  after  an  attendance  at  the  public 
scIkkjIs  he  entered  liarrie  Academ\'  from  which  he 
was  graduated  with  high  honors  in  1«7.'').  The 
same  year  he  came  to  Illinois,  and  locating  in 
Chenoa,  began  his  career  as  a  pedagogue.  After  a 
successful  experience  of  six  years  he  was  elected 
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Principal  and  Superintendent  of  llie  HigliScliooI  in 
Odell,  in  wiiicli  place  he  remained  four  years.  He 
was  elected  for  another  3'ear  but  resi,i!;ned,  being 
chosen  Superintendent  of  Schools  at  Lockport  and 
entered  u[)on  the  duties  of  that  position  in  Septem- 
ber, 188G. 

Prof.  Cuitis  lias  graded  the  schools  of  this  place, 
introduced  a  curriculum  that  is  well  suited  to  the 
practical  demands  of  the  age,  and  has  cstaldishod 
the  custom  of  holding  graduating  exercises  and 
awarding  diplomas  to  t,liose  whose  thoroughness 
entitles  them  to  that  honor.  The  schools  have 
steadily  grown  in  attendance  until  thc-y  aie  models 
in  their  way,  am!  have  become  a  powrr  for  gocid 
which  pr(.>ves  the  high  executive  talent  and  stnmg 
personal  iiilUience  i.if  their  Supeiinteiidcnt.  He 
gives  a  fair  share  of  ciedit  f</r  these  good  results  to 
his  subordinates,  recognizing  that  in  their  co-oper- 
ation there  is  a  strong  factor  to  accomplish  good. 

The  wife  of  Prof.  Curtis  is  a  native  of  the  Green 
Mountain  State,  a  member  of  an  excellent  family, 
and  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Hattie  3L  Lord. 
She  was  educated  in  Barrie  Academy  and  is  a  lad}' 
of  fine  culture  and  a  consistent  Christian  character, 
liolh  yiv.  iuid  .Mrs.  Curtis  belong  to  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  and  the  fornjer  takes  an  active  part 
in  the  labors  of  lioth  church  and  Sunda3--school. 
He  belongs  to  the  social  order  of  Modern  Wood- 
men, and  and  to  the  ]\Lisonic  fraternity-.  His  in- 
llueuce  is  not  confined  to  those  who  are  under  his 
instructicjn  and  guidance,  but  is  felt  throughout  the 
community  as  that  of  an  educated  man  always  is 
when  exerted  in  behalf  of   true  civilization. 

■^fj  OHN  KHjLEY.  In  a  county  that  contains 
so  many  finel\'  improved  farms  and  beauti- 
ful rural  dwellings,  it  is  hard  to  chiim  pre- 
eminence for  any,  but  certainly  anj-  trav- 
eler through  Wesle3'  Township  would  at  first  glance 
decide  that  that  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  held 
a  conspicuous  place.  The  landed  estate  comprises 
two  hundred  and  fifty -seven  acres  on  section  6,  all 
under  careful  tillage  and  supplied  with  excellent 
impr(.)vements.     The  fine  residence   was  erected,  in 


1884,  at  a  cost  of  $3,000,  and  with  its  attractive 
rural  surroundings,  is  represented  on  another  page. 
It  is  furnished  with  all  the  modern  conveniences, 
and  gives  evidence  in  its  adornment  and  air  of 
neatness  and  comfort  that  its  interior  is  presided 
over  by  a  capable  and  tasteful  housewife,  ilr.  Kil- 
ley  began  his  residence  in  this  township  at  a  verj^ 
early  age  and  at  a  period  which  was  antedated  by 
few  now  living.  For  many  years  he  has  held  an 
honored  place  among  the  citizens  and  proved  him- 
self worthy  of   their  esteem. 

Going  liack  a  few  generations  in  the  paternal 
line  we  find  .lames  Killey,  a  farmer,  and  following 
him  his  sou  William  Killey,  a  seaman.  The  next 
in  the  direct  line  was  another  William  Killey,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  who,  like  those  before  men- 
tione<l,  was  born  on  the  Isle  of  Man,  the  dale  of 
his  birth  lieing  17",i3.  He  married  Mary  Coivley, 
who  was  born,  in  17!i.j,  on  the  same  islan<l,  their 
marriage  riles  being  celebrated  in  181S.  The 
worthy  couple  continued  to  reside  in  the  land  of 
their  nativity  until  1827,  when  they  emigrated  to 
America,  making  their  first  settlement  on  a  farm 
near  Cleveland,  Ohio.  There  they  remained  until 
183'J,  at  which  time  they  removed  to  Will  County, 
111.,  settling  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  our  sub- 
ject. There  they  both  laid  down  the  burdens  of 
life,  the  mother  breathing  her  last  in  1861,  and  the 
father  in  1873.  Their  family  comprised  nine  chil- 
dren, three  of  whom  are  now  living.  Some  of  the 
paternal  relatives  resided  in  Boston,  Mass.,  pre- 
vious to  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  one  cousin 
belonged  to  the  English  Army  twenty-one  3-ears. 
The  family  is  of  Celtic  origin. 

The  subject  of  this  biograi)hical  notice  was  tiie 
tliird  in  the  parental  family  and  was  born  April  2, 
1825,  on  the  Isle  of  Man.  He  was  therefore  still  in 
ids  earh-  childhood  when  America  became  the  family 
home,  and  in  this  country  he  received  a  good  com- 
mon-school education.  He  remained  with  his  par- 
ents, caring  for  them  until  their  death,  and  having 
charge  of  the  farm  from  eighteen  3'ears  of  age. 
Since  the  farm  which  he  now  occupies  was  pur- 
chased, he  has  never  resided  elsewhere.  The  first 
residence  was  a  log  house,  built  in  1834  by  the 
man  of  wdiom  the  Killey-s  bought.  The  farm  was  a 
timbered  one  and    had  but  ten  acres  cleared  when 
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they  ti)Ok  [lussessiuii.  Mr.  Killey  lias  adiU'il  nearly 
all  the  improveiuenls  which  the  plaee  now  ber.rs. 
lie  still  carries  on  the  farm  himself,  ilevtitiiiii  his 
attention  to  <joneral  farmin":.  both  croiis  and  slock 
being  of  good  grades  and  sulliciciit  in  (luanlily 
and  nnmber  to  afford  all  the  coni^Ji'is  and  many 
of  the  Invniic's  vf  life. 

At  the  home  'if  the  bride.  Novemlier  1.'..  KSG,"), 
Ml.  Kiiley  was  iiniled  in  marriage  with  Miss  Jane 
Schoonmaker.  daughter  of  IVter  and  Harriet 
(Kortrighl)  Schoonmaker.  The  parents  of  Mrs. 
Kiiley  were  natives  of  New  '^'ork.  and  had  six 
children,  bill  one  of  wlnini  is  now  li\ing.  The 
parents  are  now  deceased.  ]Mrs.  Kiiley  was  born 
Deceiiilier  7.  hSMT.  and  died  October  15.  IHIJS, 
leaving  one  child,  a  son,  George  W.  This  son  has 
attended  selc^-t  school  at  Wilmington,  is  well  edii- 
catecl.  and  exhibits  many  of  the  sterling  ([nalities 
which  afford  good  ground  for  [larental  [iride.  and 
give  the  promise  o(  extended  ii.sef illness. 

A  second  marriage  was  contracted  b}'  Mr.  Kii- 
ley. iJeeember  25.  1870,  his  bride  being  .Mrs.  .Ma- 
ri.-i  Singleton,  /ici-  Butler,  a  native    of    the    Kmpiie 


own  industry  ami  good  judgment,  and  his  commo- 
dious residence  wilh  its  surrouinliiigs  is  represented 
by  a  lithographic  \iew  elsewhere  in  this  volume, 
lie  is  engMgecl  in  ihc  business  of  general  farming 
and  dairying,  condni'ling  liis  u  oiidly  affairs  wilh 
the  ^alne  prudence  which  has  heretofore  charac- 
terized his  succes'-ful  career,  and  in  ids  personal 
life  pi'ipeliiating  the  strict  integrity  and  devotion 
to  principles  which  he  has  inheriteil  from  li(.inorablc 
ancestry. 

.Mr.  Strong  is  a  descendant  in  the  st'\'enlli  geiie- 
i-alioii  of  KIder  .John  Slrong.  of  Taunlon.  Kngland. 
who  came  from  the  inollier  country  in  the  ship 
'■Mary  and  John,"  which  landed  at  Nantasket, 
Mass.,  iMay  .'i(),  lI'i'MK  His  immediate  progenitors 
wci-e  .\masa  Strong,  born  in  llawlej-,  Mass.,  Feb- 
ruary ■_'?.  ISl  1,  and  Lucy  (Fuller)  Dnrkee,  daugh- 
ter of  Maitin  Durkee,  of  llrinilield,  whose  natal 
.lay  w.as  .Inly  1.  1S21. 

'I'he  birth  of  our  subji^ct  took  place  in  C'lari- 
don.  Geauga  County.  ()hi<i,  December  S.  IMl, 
ami  he  remained  with  his  [jarents  unlil  luenly-two 
\cars  of  age.      He  tlun  began   life  for   himself  as  a 


Slate  anil  a  woman  of   in.any  viilues.      This    union     j    farmer,  continuing  his  [leaccful   pursuits   iiiilil  Au- 
has  been  blc.-sed  li\-  Ihebirth  of  oneciiihka  daui;h-    !    izusl,    2:i.    ISDLwhen    heeiilisled    in   the  One  Hun- 


ter.  Marv. 


dred    und    Twenty-eighth  Ohio    Infantry.      He  was 


The  ru>l  newspaper  ever  read  by  Mr.  Kiiley  v,as  !  enrollcil  at  Sandusky  iii  Goin[iaiiy  L  under  Capt. 
the  Cleveland  ILralil.  \n\w  numbered  among  the  i  .Mid  )oiKild,  .and  wilh  his  comrades  did  duty  on 
things  of  thi^  past.  He  has  always  taken  an  active 
interest  in  pi  lilies  and.  having  lirst  been  a  Whig, 
alinosl  as  a  matter  of  course  became  a  member  of 
the  Ivepubliean  piwty  when  the  old  organization 
was  abandoned.  His  fellow-citizens  have  enjoyed 
the  benefit  of  his  intelligence  and  energy  as  Hoad 
Commissioner,  and  Director  on  the  local  School 
Hoard.  He  was  baptized  in  the  Episcopal  Church, 
bill  his  membership  therein  does  not  prevent  him 
from  taking  a  cordial  interest  in  the  good  work 
which  is  being  done  l^y  other  religious  bodies. 


#^ 


Y        ORENZO  A.  STRONG  owns   and  occupies 

I    (^   a  farm  of  one  hundred  ami    fourteen  acres 

l-\    in  Lockporl  Township,  to  which  he  came  in 
March.  1 870.     His  possessions  are  the  result  of  his    '    •Inly    ^h,    \><x'.),  aii(l    bids    tair   U.i  per[ietualc   the 


.Iolin>loa'»  Island  under  Col.  Hill,  Commander  of 
that  post.  Mr.  Slrong  failhfiilly  discharged  the 
duties  which  were  set  before  liiin  until  after  the 
close  of  tlu-  war.  recidving  his  discharge  July  17, 
18G5.  He  then  returned  to  his  native  .State  and  to 
the  pursuits  in  which  he  had  formerly  been  en- 
gaged, changing  his  location  after  some  \cars, 
and  since  .March  2.  of  the  Centennial  year,  being 
numbered  among  the  residents  of  Will  County-. 
111. 

The  estimable  lady  who  became  the  wife  of  our 
subject,  and  under  wdiosc  care  his  dwelling  jilace 
is  a  home  of  comfort  and  enjoyment,  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Mary  E.  Ryder.  She  was  born  in 
Rochester,  N.  V.,  and  during  her  maidenhood  lived 
ill  Branch  County.  Mich.,  and  later  in  the  Prairie 
State.  The  happy  union  has  been  blessed  by  the 
birtti    of    one    sem.    Roy;d  Waller,    wh<j    was    born 
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sturdy  qualities  of  his  long  line  of  ancestry.  The 
Strong  family  lias  been  chaiacterized  by  deep  re- 
ligious convictions,  and  he  of  whom  we  write  is  as 
steadfast  in  his  determination  to  do  wliat  he  thinks 
right,  as  any  wlio  have  i)reccdcd  liim. 


<j|]  OHN  B.  PINNEO  takes  a  prominent  place 
among  the- farmers  and  stock-raisers  iif  Troy 
Township  and  is  no  unimportant  factor  in 
advancing  those  interests  in  this  county, 
lle'is  a  Nova  Scotian  by  birth.born  October  2G, 
1830,  to  Charles  and  Mary  E.  (Baxter)  Pir.neo. 
The  Baxters  were  a  prominent  family  in  Nova 
Scotia,  of  Knglisii  origin,  and  Baxter's  Harbor  was 
named  fur  them.  .John  Baxter,  the  maternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  was  a  son  of  Dj'.  Baxter,  a 
prominent  physician  of  England  and  later  of  Nova 
Scotia.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  the 
United  Slates,  his  mother  going  from  Nova  Scotia 
after  the  death  of  her  husband.  The  parents  of  our 
subject  came  to  this  State  in  1844  with  him  and 
located  in  the  town  of  .lackson,  which  at  tlial  time 
was  called  Reed's  Grove,  the3'  coming  to  this  county, 
with  six  children,  in  a  wagon  from  Chicago,  and 
here  they  made  their  home  until  called  to  a  higher 
bv  death,  the  father  dying  in  1879  and  the  mother 
surviving  until  1888,  when  she,  too,  passed  away. 
The  son  of  whom  we  write  was  reared  to  manhood 
in  Jackson  and,  displaying  a  taste  for  mechanics, 
he  was  set  to  learn  the  trades  of  a  carpenter  and 
waiion-maker,  which  he  followed  for  a  numl.icr  of 
years  in  Elwood.  this  county,  and  then  turned  his 
attention  to  farming.  His  farm  in  Troy  Township 
comprises  three  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land, 
one  hundred  and  sixty  of  which  he  uses  for  i)astur- 
age,  as  he  pays  nuich  attention  to  the  raising  of 
stock  of  good  grades. 

INIr.  Pinnco  has  t)eeii  twice  married,  the  maiden 
name  of  his  fust  wife  being  Kate  Conklin,  and  to 
them  were  born  four  children:  John  B.,  who  is 
married  and  lives  on  a  farm  in  this  county;  Flor- 
ence, wife  of  Duanc  Dibble,  a  farma  in  Troy 
Township;  George  L.,  who  ilied  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two  in  March,  1888;  Rush,  irho  died  March 


4,  1890,  of  t\-phoid  fever,  a  young  man  of  eighteen 
years. 

The  present  wife  of  our  subject  was  formerly 
Mrs.  0.  T.  Fargo,  and  they  were  mai'ried  in  1876 
and  in  18S4  moved  onto  the  farm.  Mrs.  Piuneo's 
parents,  Horace  and  Diana  (Brown)  Haff,  were  of 
German  and  English  descent  and  came  from  near 
Albanj',  N.  Y..  making  the  entire  journey  to  Will 
County-  in  a  covered  wagon.  Mr.  Haff  was  the 
yf)ungest  son  of  Joshua  Haff.  There  is  a  romantic 
incident  related  concerning  the  matrimonial  ven - 
tnre  of  his  grandfather.  He  was  Captain  on  board 
a  vessel  sailing  along  tlie  coast  of  France,  and  dur 
ing  an  earthquake  a  young  schoolmistress  and  her 
scholars  took  refuge  on  his  boat.  The  result  was 
she  and  the  Captain  were  mutually  attracted,  mar- 
ried and  came  to  America  to  found  a  family  in 
this  country.  They  settled  near  Alban}',  N.  Y., 
wiiile  tliere  wore  many  Inilians  there  and  two 
vi  their  children  were  stolen  from  them,  taken  to 
the  West  and  were  never  heard  from  afterward. 
Mrs.  Ilaff,  ^Irs.  Pinneo'  s  mother,  was  a  daughter 
of  Peter  and  Thedocia  (Green)  Brown,  the  father 
of  English  descent.  They  lived  near  Albany  where 
he  was  engaged  as  a  merchant  for  many  years, 
coming  from  there  to  Aurora,  this  State,  in  1855. 
After  marriage  Mr.  Haff  settled  on  a  farm  near 
Albany  and  lived  there  until  Mrs.  Pinneo  was  three 
years  of  age,  an<l  then  sold  it  and  in  1836  came  to 
this  county,  as  before  mentioned.  He  took  con- 
siderable land  here,  including  the  farm  on  which 
his  daughter  and  our  subject  now  make  their  home. 
About  four  years  liefore  his  death  he  took  up  his 
residence  in  .lohet  and  there  departed  this  life  No- 
vember 11,  1805.  His  wife  had  died  many  3'ears 
previously,  when  Mrs.  Piiaieo  was  eight  years  of 
age,  she  being  their  only  child.  He  married  again 
and  had  two  children,  daughter  and  son;  J^dwin  G. 
Haff.  the  son  is  still  living. 

Mrs.  Pinneo  h.as  four  children:  Hiram  DeWitt 
is  now  in  New  Mexico;  Ella,  wife  of  Erastus  Whit- 
tlesey, who  has  a  farm  in  Pocahontas  Count3';  Ed- 
win Gu\'  was  married  and  has  one  son,  Chester 
DeWitt. 

Mr.  Pinneo  is  a  man  of  strong  common  sense,  of 
excellent  business  tact  and  of  honorable  char.actcr, 
and  exerts  a  good  influence  in  the  community  of 
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wliioli  lie  is  o-.iv  iif  till'  lii'st  Mild  iiiiisl  Inisted  citi/A'iis. 
I'ossfssiiiy  :i  i^uud  doi^i'iT  u(  |iulilu-  s|iirit  uur  .-ulijccl 
iiiteri'tils  liiiiisulf  in  all  scdiciiK'!  to  |in>iiiolL'  Mic  ad 
vniK'cincnt  of  t()'.viislii[)  or  eniiuly  and  is  aclixi'  in 
lucal  imlilio.  idcii'it'\iiig  liiiiistdf  witli  the  IJopiih- 
lican  liarty.  A  man  of  cnlighU'iR'd  views,  well 
unclcrstanding  tlic  value  of  a  i;iiud  fducaliuii  in  any 
walk  in  life,  lie  lias  always  taken  a  marked  interest 
loenl  educational  matters,  and  as  Sidiool  Direetiir 
is  exerting  his  inllucuee  for  the  yuod  of  tlie   town. 


LMON    WILDER.      In  making  note  of  the 
pioneer    settlers    of    Crete    Township,   the 
III  lii    name  of  Mr.Wilder  shouhl  oeeui)\- a  prom- 
"  fnent  position.     Aeting  upon   the   maxim 

that  a  rolling  stone  gathers  no  ruoss,  be  has  for  the 
long  period  of  forty-eight  years  maintained  his 
residence  upon  tlie  same  farm,  this  embracing  land 
which  he  entered  from  thi'  (iovernnient  in  181 L 
for  the  consideration  of  ><1.:^.')  per  acre.  He  owns 
eiglily  acres  of  the  original  entry,  and  forty  acres 
which  he  purchased  from  aiKjther  party.  lie  has 
effected  all  the  improvements  uiion  it,  this  being 
accomplished  solely  by  persevering  industry  and 
good  management.  Tlie  roof  which  shelters  him 
and  the  coniforts  which  surround  him  are  a  stand- 
ing monument  to  bis  unremitting  toil  and  his  fru- 
gality, which  made  him  careful  to  live  within  bis 
income  and  make  a  wise  [irovision  for  tlic  future. 
Mr.  Wilder  came  to  \\"]\l  County  from  .Vsliata- 
bulii  County,  Ohio,  of  which  he  bad  been  a  resident 
for  man}-  years.  He  was  born  in  Onondaga  County. 
N.  Y..  May  i' 1 .  ISOC.  and  is  consequentl3- eighty. 
four  years  old.  but  notwithstanding  bis  years  he  is 
bright  and  active,  well  informed  and  intelligent 
and  possesses  such  a  clear  recollection  of  past  events 
that  an  hour  may  always  be  spent  [ileasantly  and 
profitably  in  his  company.  During  his  younger 
years  .Mr.  Wilder  was  one  of  the  leading  politicians 
of  this  jiart  of  the  coniily.  He  originally  \-oted 
with  the  Democratic  [larty.  hut  after  the  outbreak 
of  the  Rebellion  transferred  his  support  to  Rc[)nb- 
lican  principles.  He  served  as  Tiwnship  Supervisor 
neurl}-  tivi'  terms,  and  for  main   \eais  was  Assessor 


and  Collector.  He  maintains  that  bis  exceptional 
good  heiillh  has  been  the  result  of  coireet  habits 
and  inhaling  Ihe  pure  country  air.  He  has  alwa\s 
followcil  agricnlliiral  pursuits,  and  lie  was  uni- 
formly successful  ;is  a  tiller  iit  the  soil. 

The  iirmediate  progenitor  of  our  suliject  was 
Ruben  Wilder.  .Ir.,  a  native  of  A'ermoiit  and  of 
.\ew  Kngland  parentage.  The  paternal  grandfather 
was  Ruben  Wilder.  Sr.,  who  was  likewise  born  in 
\'ermont.  and  who  emigrated  llrst  to  New  York 
Slate  and  then  to  Ashtabula  County,  ( )liio,  where 
be  spent  his  Inst  days  engaged  in  .agricultural  pur- 
suits and  dying  when  quite  aged.  The  removal  to 
Ohio  was  made  as  early  as  1810,  oi  perhaps  181(8. 
He  was  married  in  his  native  Slate  to  a  lady  who 
was  also  born  in  A'crmoul,  and  who,  like  him,  lived 
to  be  quite  aged.  ( ;randfatlier  Wilder  was  a  prom- 
inent member  of  the  Old  School  Baptist  Church,  a 
man  of  dcciiled  views  and  opinions,  and  who  exer- 
e.'-ted  no  small  inlluence  among  the  people  of  his 
community. 
I  Ruben  Wihler.  .Ir..  the  father  of  onr  subject, 
j  was  the  eldest  child  of  his  parents  and  was  but  a 
I  lad  when  tliey  left  his  native  Slate  of  N'ermont 
j  and  settled  in  <  )nond.aga  County,  N.  Y.  He  w.as 
there  reared  to  manhood  and  married  .Miss  Polly 
Herring.  She  was  born  in  \ermoiit  and  was  taken 
by  her  parents  to  .\ew  York  Slate  when  a  chibL 
.\fler  her  marriage  lo  Rnbeii  Wilder,  Jr.,  they 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Onondaga  County.  X.  V., where 
their  thrci'  eldest  children  wei-e  born,  one  of  whom 
<lied  in  infancy.  When  Almon  was  a  few  years 
old  they  removed  to  Ohio,  settling  in  the  woods  of 
Ashtabula  County,  where  the  father  obtained  a 
tract  of  Government  land  and  opened  up  a  farm. 
When  quite  well  advanced  in  years  they  left  the 
Buckeye  State  and  removed  lo  Dyer,  Lake  County, 
liid.,  where  Ihi'y  both  died  at  an  advanced  age. 
Tl:ey  were  consistent  members  of  the  Christian 
Church  ;ind  ailorncd  their  profession  by  their  daily 
walk  and  eon vers-ilion,  being  kind  and  tender  par- 
ents, lios[)ilable  neighbors,  and  doing  good  as  they 
had  (Opportunity  to  those  around  them. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  one  of  the  elder 
members  of  a  family  of  six  sons  ami  four  daugh- 
ters, and  after  the  removal  of  the  family  to  Oh'o  be 
went   to   live    with    his    (uandfatber  Wilder,  with 
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whom  he  made  his  home  until  readiing  his  major- 
ity. Soon  afterward  lie  was  manned,  in  Ashtabuhi 
Coiintj',  to  Miss  Anna  Corey.  This  lady  was  born 
in  New  York  and  was  taken  to  Ohio  Iiy  her  parents 
when  a  child,  they  settling  in  Ashtabnla  County, 
wiiere  ]\Ir.  Corey  followed  farming  and  wliere  both 
he  and  liis  good  wife  spent  the  closing  years  of  their 
lives. 

Mrs.  Anna  Wilder  was  carefull\-  trained  by  her 
excellent  parents  and  received  her  education  in  the 
common  scliodls.  .'^he  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  her  marriage  and  accompanied  her  hus- 
band to  Lake  County,  Ind.,  where  her  death  took 
place  in  l.SlO.  She  was  then  comparatively  a  young 
woman.  Init  the  niothei'  iif  nine  children,  three  of 
wliom  dieil  in  lufanty.  .She  |)roved  the  faithful 
partner  of  her  husband  and  was  a  consistent  mem- 
ber of  llie  ^lethodist  Kpiscopal  Chuich.  Six  of 
their  children  are  still  living,  ami  witli  two  excep- 
tions the}'  are  all  mariied.  Eliza  is  the  wife  of 
Alfred  Robinson,  who  tilliciates  as  receiver  in  a 
Street-car  Railroad  Company  in  Ckicago;  Maria  is 
tlie  wife  of  !!Myron  ^Mordorff,  and  they  live  on  a  farm 
in  DeKalb  Cuunty,  this  State;  Maiy  is  the  wife  of 
W'illiniii  C.Adams,  a  retired  farmer  of  Crete  Town- 
ship; Martha,  Mrs.  John  Dodge,  lives  on  a  farm  in 
Crete  Township;  jNIelissa  M.  is  a  well-educated  lady 
and  fiir  many  years  has  been  a  teacher  in  the  city 
schools  of  Chicago;  Edward  A.  served  in  the  Union 
Army  during  the  Civil  War  and  since  its  close  has 
lieen  a  resident  of  I'jidorado  County,  Cal. ;  he  is 
single. 

Mr.  Wilder,  in  1.S12.  contracted  a  second  mar- 
riage in  Cook  County,  this  State,  with  ]Mrs.  Louisa 
(Wilson)  Raymond.  This  lady  was  born  near 
London,  England,  and  is  of  pure  English  stock  as 
far  back  as  is  known.  She  emigrated  to  America 
wdien  quite  young,  settling  with  her  parents  in 
Canada,  wliere  she  was  married  to  her  first  husband. 
George  Ra_\niond.  They  afterward  removed  to 
Michigan,  wliere  Mr.  Raymond  died  when  a  young 
man.  leaving  three  children.  .John  died  when  thirty 
years  old.  Tiie  survivors  are  Christiana,  the  wife 
of  II.  P.  (!ray.  a  maehinist  of  Chicigo.  and  Ann 
who  marric<l  Clark  Ih>lbro(.ik.  a  farmer  of  Cook 
County,  this  State.  Of  this  mariiage  of  our  sub- 
ject there  liave  been  born  two  children:  George  11. 


married  Miss  Augusta  Brown,  and  is  farming  in 
Cook  County;  Louisa  is  the  wife  of  C.  S.  Howard, 
a  leading  business  man  of  Denver,  Colo.,  very 
wealthy  and  extensively"  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilder  are  prominently 
connected  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in 
which  Jlr.  Wilder  for  many  3'ears  has  been  a  lead- 
ing officer  and  to  which  he  has  alw.ays  contributed 
a  libi'ral  sup[icirt. 

-^ -€-*-B ^ 

If'OHN  0.  .MEIER,  Supervisor  of  Crete  Town- 
slnp.  has  represented  this  township  in  the 
Cornitj'  Board  of  Supervisors  for  a  period 
,®y  of  nineteen  years — a  fact  which  sufficiently 
indicates  his  standing  among  the  people.  In 
formei' years  he  prosecuted  farming  successfully, 
liut  in  ISH.j.  retired  from  active  labor  and  took  up 
his  abode  in  the  village  on  the  2nd  of  November, 
that  year.  lie  is  the  owner  of  considerable  town 
property  and  lias  tliiee  hundred  and  l^fty  acres  of 
some  of  the  tinesl  fanning  laiul  of  Will  County, 
lu'sides  thirty  acres  of  timlier.  His  land  is  now 
o|icratcd  by  his  s<.ins.  Eiglity  acres  of  it  was  se- 
cured by  him  from  the  (ioverniiKnt  and  through 
his  industry  and  perseverance  was  brought  to  its 
[)resent  fertile  condition  and  added  to,  until  the 
acreage  now  amounts  to  three  hundred  and  eighty. 

A  settler  of  February,  1848,  Mr.  Meier  pur- 
chased in  Crete  Township  his  first  tract  of  Govern- 
ment land,  this  comprising  eighty  acres  which  he 
liouuht  in  1817.  He  commenced  without  means  and 
owes  all  his  [lossessions  to  his  industry,  economy' 
and  perseverance.  He  is  of  German  birth  and  an- 
cestry, his  early  home  being  in  Hesse-Cassel,  where 
he  first  opened  his  lyes  to  the  light  January  17, 
1824.  He  emigrated  to  America  in  the  summer  of 
1844,  and  for  a  year  thereafter  was  a  resident  of 
Chicago.  Thence  he  removed  to  DuPage  Town- 
ship, ^^'ill  County,  and  worked  b}'  the  month  until 
earning  snlHcient   money  to    become  a  landowner. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Conrad  Meier,  also 
a  native  of  Hesse-Cassel,  and  a  miller  by  trade. 
He  spent  his  entire  life  in  his  native  province,  d^-- 
ing  at  the  age  of  flfly-five  years.     He  was  a    Lu- 
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theran  in  religion  and  married  a  lady  iif  his  own 
province — Miss  Sophia  Scinveer.  Slio  survived  lior 
husband  many  years  and  died  al  iur  native  jjImio 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eisliU-two  and  one-half 
yeais.  She,  like  her  husband,  was  a  meinlier  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  from  her  youth. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there  was  liorii  a 
family  of  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  all  of  whom 
lived  to  mature  years,  were  married  and  had  fam- 
ilies. Of  these  .lohu  ().,  is  the  only  survi.or,  and 
the  only  one  who  came  to  the  I'nited  States.  He 
attended  school  until  fourteen  years  old.  in  tlie 
mearitime  also  worked  at  bis  father's  mill.  Al  thai 
age  he  set  out  for  himself  and  when  a  young  man 
of  twenl\-  years  embarked  on  his  voyage  to  .\mer 
ica,  from  liremerhaven  on  the  sailing  vessel  ••^^"est- 
lihalia."  a  three-mastj»r,  which  after  fortythiee 
days  landed  him  safely  in  New  York  City.  Tlicnee 
he  proceeded  to  Albany  by  steamer  and  from  there 
bv  rail  to  Uuffalo.  where  ho  took  a  lake  vessel  to 
Chicago,  at  which  he  arrive<l  after  seven  days'  pas- 
sage. 

.Mr.  Meier  now  began  work  on  farm  land  whieh 
is  now  inebided  in  the  cily  limits  of  the  \\'orld's 
I'"air  Cit\'.  I'emaining  in  that  vicinity  for  twelve 
months.  While  crossing  the  Atlanlic  hi'  made  llie 
acquaintance  of  a  maiden  of  his  own  country  — 
Miss  Anna  Kinne — who  was  accompanied  by  her 
parents.  This  accjuaintance  resulted  in  their  niai'- 
riage  Octol)er  18,  181s;,  at  Chicago,  where  the  pa- 
rents of  Mrs.  IMcler  settled.  This  union  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  eleven  children  and  after  reniainiug 
the  devoted  helpmate  and  companion  of  her 
husband  for  a  period  of  more  than  twenty 
years,  Mis.  ^Meier  dejiarted  this  life  at  her 
home  in  Ci-ete  Towushii).  A|iril  l'7.  bSIJ'.i.  Fi\e 
of  their  children  are  yet  living.  .loini  W. married 
Miss  Sophia  Schciwe.  who  is  now  deceased,  and  he 
lives  in  Ash  Grove,  tills  State;  Sopiiia  is  the  wife 
of  Henry  Wassman,  and  they  live  on  a  farm  in 
Crete  Township;  AVilliam  II.  niairicd  .Miss  IJcna 
Ta<lger,  and  they  live  on  Mr.  Meier's  farm  in  Crete 
Township;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  William  I'iepen- 
brink,  a  farmer  of  Crete  Townshii);  Louisa  lives 
witli  her  brother  John,  in  Ash  Grove. 

Mr.  Meier,  on  December  2.'5.  18(;',i.  was  married 
to  Miss   Engel   Scheiwe.     This   ladv    was  born   in 


Hesse-Cassel,  (Jermany,  November  28,  1832,  and 
li\'ed  there  until  December.  18G9.at  which  time  she 
cmigrateil  to  .\merica,  coming  alone.  Of  this 
union  there  have  been  l.iorn  two  childri'U — one  of 
whom  Led,  died  when  ten  months  old;  Henry  l-]. 
operates  one  of  his  fatluu-'s  farms.  Air.  Meier  and 
his  present  vvife,  as  was  also  the  lii'st  wife,  aie  nu^m- 
bers  in  good  standing  of  the  l.utlu'ran  Church.  .Mi'. 
Meier  Ins  given  lo  his  church  a  liberal  suppoi'l  and 
olliciati'd  as  ;i  Trustee  for  a  [leiiod  of  thirty  years, 
rolitieully.  he  is  a  pronounced  Republican.  He  has 
been  (piite  pniminent  in  local  politics  anil  has  lield 
all  the  township  ollices,  discharging  the  duties 
thereof  with  credit  to  himself  .and  satisfaction  lo 
all  concerned.  He  is  Treasiirei  and  Director  of 
the  Crete  Farmer's  Mutual  Insurance  Coinpaii}', 
whicli  was  eslalilished  in  1801,  ami  wliich  has  Ijceii  a 
ureal  success. 


K  rilUR  C  CLKMKNT.  senior  member  of 
the  firm  of  Clement  it  Oli\cr.  is  with  his 
^  partner  transacting  ipiilc  an  c.vlciisive 
business  in  real  estate,  lo.ans  and  insurance, 
making  a  specialty  of  his  own  property,  lb'  was 
b(un  ill  till'  city  of  .loliet,  .laiiuary  16,  l.s.Vi.  and 
is  a  son  of  one  of  its  earliest  settlers,  Charles  Cle- 
ment, who  al  the  lime  of  his  death  was  the  oldest 
living  resident  i.if  the  place. 

Will,  tlie  exception  of  a  few  _ye.ars  siicnt  in  New 
llampsliii-e.  Mr.  Clement  li.as  passed  his  entire 
life  ill  the  city  of  his  birth.  When  a  small  child 
his  p.arents  removed  to  the  (iraiiit(  Slate,  and 
made  their  home  in  Chester  iiiilil  the  spring  of 
18(;2,  the  father  in  the  meantime  coming  U>  Illinois 
when  necessary  to  ;ilteiid  to  his  business.  After 
returning  lo  this  State,  in  l.S()2,  for  permanent  set- 
tlement. Arthur  C.  remained  with  his  parents  and 
pursued  his  studies  in  the  city  schools  until  18(18. 
Tliou  going  to  Ilhaea,  \.  Y.  he  cnlered  Cornell 
I'niversity  where  he  look  a  four  years'  course  and 
from  wliich  he  was  graduated  in  1872,  with  the  de- 
gree of   I?.  S. 

After  lea\iiig  the  rniversity  Mr.  Clement  re- 
turned lo  Joliet  and  during  the  w  inter  following 
I   oc'.'upied  himself  :is  a  school  teacher  in  Will  Town- 
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ship.  In  the  spring  of  1873,  he  entered  the  ofHce 
of  Oliii  ct  Phelps,  nltonieys,  and  took  up  the 
study  of  law  ti_i  which  he  i;avo  his  close  attention 
for  a  year  an.l  then  entered  the  law  department 
of  Ciiicago  rniversity,  and  was  soon  afterward 
admitted  to  the  bar.  lie  then  associated  himself 
with  a  partner  and  the  firm  of  Phelps  &  Clement 
transacted  a  successful  business  until  the  year  pre- 
vious to  the  death  of  Mr.  Clement's  father,  in 
1878. 

Mr.  C'leniont  being  chosen  to  administer  upon 
his  father's  estate,  he  found  his  time  so  taken  up 
that  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  his  law  practice 
and  give  bis  attention  to  that  in  wiiich  be  is  now 
engaged.  In  1885  he  entered  into  i)artnership 
with  Stephen  A.  Oliver,  and  they  added  insurance 
to  the  business  which  is  being  extended  steadily  as 
the}'  are  becoming  known.  Mr.  Clement  has  Dem- 
ocratic tendencies,  but  has  never  had  any  political 
aspirations. 

On  the  l.jth  of  Sc[>tember,  1875,  Mr.  Clement 
was  united  in  wedlock  with  Miss  (icorgia  ]\I. 
Smilb,  at  the  bride's  home  in  Auliurn,  N.  Y.  This 
lady  is  Ibe  daughter  of  Alfred  and  Laura  Smith, 
who  are  now  residents  <if  Auburn.  N.  Y.  There 
lia\e  Iteen  born  of  this  union  a  sun  and  daughter, 
namely,  Charles  Alfred  and  Laura. 

Chtu-les  Clement,  the  father  df  our  subject,  was 
born  in  "Windsor.  Vt.,  in  January,  I!>10.  and  there 
Sfient  llie  early  years  of  his  life.  After  removing  to 
Jollet  lie  w;is  married  to  Miss  Cordelia,  sister  of 
Edmund  Wilcox,  who  was  a  partner  of  Mr.  Cle- 
ment u|)on  Hrst  coming  to  -Toliet.  Mr.  Clement 
settled  here  in  the  spring  of  18.'i."i.  after  wliicb  he 
went  to  Peoria  and  sojourned  until  the  fall  of  that 
year.  Miss  ^\'ilcos  had  come  to  the  Weston  a 
vi>it  to  her  brother  and  was  married  to  Mr.  Cle- 
ment in    1''^  14. 

The  father  of  our  subject  about  lSo5.  purciiased 
one  at  le  of  grcmnd  situated  at  what  is  now  the  cor- 
r.ir  of  l^xchangc  and  IJluff  Streets,  paying  there- 
tor  --r^llio  and  upon  il  piit  Lii'  the  first  frame  build- 
in  l;  in  the  town,  this  being  the  Old  American  House 
and  which  during  the  boom  Uial  follovcd  two 
years  later,  he  sold  for  the  sum  of  -^l  5.00(1.  taking 
in  i)art  payment  a  stock  of  ijoods.  Then  in  part- 
nership with  Mr.   Wilcox   he  engaged   in    the    mer- 


cantile business  two  years.  He  in  the  meantime 
become  a  prominent  man  and  was  one  of  the  Vil- 
lage Trustees  prior  to  leaving  for  New  Hampshire. 
After  the  return  from  New  Hampshire  he  again 
emiiarked  in  the  dry-goods  business  at  the  corner 
of  Jefferson  and  Ottawa  Streets,  and  was  thus  oc- 
cupied until  1865,  while  in  the  meantime  he  dealt 
largelj'  in  real  estate.  He  finally  retired  from  ac- 
tive business  and  died  December  11,  1878,  at  his 
home  in  Joliet,  111. 

After  Joliet  bad  assumed  the  proiiortions  of  a 
cit3',  Charles  Clement  repiesented  his  ward  in  the 
Council  for  a  number  of  3'ears.  W^hen  first  com- 
ing to  the  place  he,  in  eompanj'  with  Messrs.  Wil- 
cox iV  Allen  established  the  Jo'.iet  Courier,  the 
first  issue  of  which  bore  the  date  April  20,  1839. 
This  was  the  first  palmer  published  in  the  count}', 
.and  Mr.  Clement  still  preserves  with  care  a  cop3' 
of  the  first  issue  which  contains  a  report  of  the 
proceeilings  at  the  incorporation  of  Joliet  Town- 
ship. I^[>(ni  that  occasion  the  following  officers 
were  elected;  William  Scofield,  President,  Charles 
Clement.  Treasurer,  Charles  Gardner,  Clerk,  and 
^^'illialn  Adam,  Street  Commissioner.  In  1837, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  in  companj-  witli  Mr. 
Wilcox,  made  a  trip  overland  with  a  horse  and 
wagon  through  Nortliwestein  Iowa,  during  which 
they  si)ent  only  two  nights  at  a  hotel.  'I'here  are 
still  living  of  the  |iarental  family  only  two  chil- 
dren—  .\rthur  ('..  our  suliject,  and  Alice  C.  who  re- 
mains with  her  UK.illier  at  the  old  [)lace.  ^Ir. 
CltMuent  cast  his  lirst  Presidential  vote  for  Andrew 
Jackson  and  was  a  stanch  adi  erent  of  the  Demo. 
ciat  party. 


lilLLIAM  S.  NICCOLLS  is  the  occupant  of 
the  old  Haven  homestead,  on  section  '2i^ 
\fy^  New  Lenox  Township,  and  the  owner  of 
two  hundred  acres  of  fine  land  in  McLean  County. 
His  occupati(jn  is  that  of  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
in  both  of  wliich  lines  of  work  he  has  become  a 
mtister. 

The  Keystcme  State  claims  Mr.  Niecolls  as  one 
of  her  sons  and  in  that  State  his  [larents  also  lirst 
opened  llieir  eyes  to  the  light  of  tlay.      His  father, 
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John  NiccoUs,  was  horn  in  Westniorohuul  County, 
in  April,  1810.  and  his  mother,  wiiose  niaidiMi  name 
was  Maria  Steele,  in  Faj'elle  County  in  1807. 
After  their  marriage  this  wortiiy  coupk-  buttled  in 
Westmoreland  Count}-,  remaining  there  until  1817, 
when  tlic3'  removed  to  the  vicinity  of  Cadiz,  Har- 
rison County,  Ohio.  Thence  they  joiirnej'cd  to 
Bloomington.  111.,  in  1851,  and  arc  now  living  in 
that  city  at  an  advanced  age.  Tliey  are  llic  par- 
ents of  eight  children  named  respectively,  ^\■illianl 
S..  Sarah  J.,  .lohn.  \'iolet.  Cassius,  llattic  Albert. 
and  Elliott. 

The  subject  of  this  l)iograi)hical  notice  was  born 
in  West  Newton.  Westmoreland  County.  Pa..  Oa- 
loher  l.'i.  l.s.ll.  He  accompanied  his  pai-cnts  in 
their  removals,  remaining  in  r>luiiiniugliin.  this 
State,  from  their  arrival  in  IS.'jI,  until  185(j.  He 
then  came  to  this  county,  spending  three  years  as 
a  resident  of  New  Lenox  Townshii),  after  «liich  he 
returned  to  Bloomington  for  a  year.  Coming  again 
to  this  count}'  he  spent  three  years  in  farming  at 
Heed's  Grove,  after  which  he  went  again  to  Bloom- 
ington, remaining  at  that  place  until  Dcccmlicr, 
188G.  During  the  greater  |)art  <>r  his  life  he  has 
been  engaged  in  trading  in  stock. 

Mr.  Niccolls  has  been  twice  married.  'I'hc  lirst 
engagement  was  consumated  in  Blooniiiiglou.  Oc- 
tober :!,  18.")  1.  the  liride  being  Miss  Klizalicth. 
daughter  of  Calvin  and  Lnciuda  (K'eyscr)  liarncs. 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Niccolls  shared  her  husljaud's  joys 
and  sorrows  until  October  Hi,  l.s7^t.  when  she  was 
removed  from  her  sorrowing  household  by  the 
hand  of  dcalli.  She  had  borne  her  husb.aiid  (en 
children,  six  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Those  who 
lived  to  years  of  inaturit}'  are  .b>hn  \'..  .losephine, 
William  and  Calvin  B. 

The  second  marriage  of  .\Ir.  Niccolls  t<iok  place 
in  New  Leuo-x  Towusiiip.  September  7.  1  JSMi.  the 
bride  on  this  occasion  lieing  Jlrs.  Lydia  E.  Haven 
ni'c  Francis.  She  is  a  ilaughter  of  the  late  Abra- 
ham ami  Marj-  .\.  .1.  (Davison)  Francis,  whose 
history  will  bt'  found  in  the  sketch  of  her  brother, 
A.  Allen  Francis.  She  was  born  in  this  township. 
April  !•,  18t,'),and  is  the  sixth  child  in  the  parental 
family.  Slie  was  reared  to  wouianliood  on  her 
ather's  farm  where  she  resided  until  her  marriage 
to  Alvin  S.    Haven,  whicli   was   cidcbrated   Decem- 


ber \'J.  18G.").  ilr.  Ila\i'u  was  the  youngest  son  of 
the  late  Samuel  and  He[isibah  (Denny',  Haven, 
whose  history  is  included  in  the  sketch  of  the  Hon. 
Dwiglit  Haven.  He  was  born  on  his  father's  home- 
stead in  New  Lenox  Township.  February  G,  lS4'i, 
was  eclucale  '  in  the  common  schools  and  grew  to 
manhood  on  the  farm.  He  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  becoming  the  owner  of  the  old  homestead, 
which  consisted  of  about  one  hundred  and  ten  acres, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death  owned  two  liundred 
and  seventy  one  acres,  which  is  now  the  iiroperty 
of  Mrs.  Niccolls.  He  passed  from  earth  Ni:)vember 
2:i.  1M7H,  iiK.iuriied  b}-  many  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances, haviug  gaiuecl  the  esteem  of  all  who  knew 
him.  He  w.as  a  live  Kepublicau  and  had  served  as 
Collector  two  terms.  He  was  the  father  of  three 
children — Fred  .S.,  Charles  F.  and  an  infant  who 
died  unnamed.  Charles  F.  died  December  22, 
18,st",,  aged  sixteen  years,  eight  montiis  and  five 
d.ays. 

I'.oth  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Niccolls  belong  to  the  Meth- 
odist Eiiiscoiial  Church,  have  high  standing  among 
its  inemliers.  and  throughout  the  community  are 
looked  ui)on  with  respect  for  the  consistent  lives 
wliich  tlu'y  lead  as  professors  of  Christianity.  Both 
are  well  versed  in  geiier.al  information  and  possess 
the  <-oiilial.  friendly  manners  which  f.avorably  im- 
press strangers,  and  are  known  by  tlieir  friends  to 
be  the  oulwanl  token  of  kind  In  arts. 


'  Oil  X  ^V  I  LKEN I NG.  A  fter  a  series  of  years 
spent  in  persevering  toil,  the  subject  of  this 
notice  is  now  living  retired  from  active  la- 
bor and  enjoying  the  comforts  of  a  quiet 
country  homestead,  comprising  one  hundred  and 
seventy  acres  of  land  on  section  22.  Crete  Town- 
slii|).  He  has  passed  in  and  out  among  the  people 
of  his  communit}-  foi-  the  long  period  of  forty-one 
years,  baxing  come  to  this  section  in  llie  sjiring 
of  18  1!).  He  then  took  up  a  tract  of  wild  land 
comprising  a  part  of  his  present  farm,  besides 
eighty  acres  in  another  part  of  the  townshii).  and 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  \V'asliiiigton 
Township,  all  of  whicli  he  brought  to  a  good   state 
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of  cultivation,  with  the  exception  of  ten  acres  upon 
which  is  a  fine  growth  of  timber. 

The  possessions  of  Mr.  Willieiiinp;  have  been  ac- 
ciimuhitcd  Iiy  iiis  own  industry  and  good  manage- 
ment, as  lie  eorameneeil  in  life  at  the  foot  of  the 
laddei'.  without  means  and  entirely  dependent  upon 
his  own  resources.  lie  wa.s  born  in  Hesse-Cassel, 
Germany,  .luly  2.  1819,  and  was  the  second  in  a 
family  of  six  sons,  four  of  whom  came  to  America 
and  one  of  whom  died  in  his  native  (ierman}-. 
The  eldest  of  the  family  is  still  living  at  the  old 
homestead  in  Hesse-Cassel,  unless  having  died  re- 
cently. All  those  who  came  to  the  United  States 
are  residents  of  Will  County.  111.,  and  occu|iied  in 
farming  pursuits.  I'hey.  like  their  brother  .Tohn. 
are  well-to-do.  industrious  and  reliable  citizens, 
and  iK.ilding  a  good  position    in  their  community-. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  reared  at  the  lit- 
tle farm  in  Ilesse-Cassel.  and  received  a  very  good 
education  in  his  native  tongue.  lie  remained  a 
resident  of  his  natixc  province  until  a  man  of 
twentj'-six  years  and  then,  still  unmarried,  deter- 
mined to  seek  his  fdrtunes  in  America.  lie  em- 
barked at  the  port  iif  llremerhaven  tin  a  small 
sniiiug  vessel,  tiie  '-llarburg,"  whii'h  after  a  voy- 
.'ige  iif  six  weeks  landed  him  in  Xcw  York  City. 
.Inly  :i.  l.S!,').  Thence  he  priiceeded  to  All)an3'. 
X.  Y.,  \  ia  the  Hudson  River,  and  frum  there  to 
liurf.ild.  where  he  boarded  a  lake  vessel,  and  in  due 
lime  reached  Chicago.  111.,  which  was  then  an  un- 
important tnwn.  He  at  once  sought  emploj'ment 
and  worked  by  the  day.  being  occupied  in  a  simi- 
lar manner  until  he  could  ol)tain  suffieient  capital 
to  secure  his  himl. 

In  Chicago.  Mr.Wilkening  was  married,  in  1S47, 
to  Miss  Mary  Kollir.  This  lady  was  born  in  Hesse- 
Cassel,  Germany,  August  12,  1827,  to  John  and 
,Soplii;i  (Miller)  Kollir.  who  were  natives  of  the 
same  province,  where  tliey  owned  a  small  farm. 
He  was  a  weaver  by  trade.  The}'  were  the  par- 
ents of  two  eliddren  only,  who  were  born  before 
they  emigrated  to  America,  in  the  spring  of  1845. 
They  likewise  made  the  voyage  in  a  sailing  vessel, 
landing  in  New  York  City,  whence  they  [iroceeded 
in  the  same  manner  as  our  subject  to  Chicigo,  and 
from  there  to  Will  County,  111.  Mr.  Kollir  se- 
cured a  tract  of  land  in  Crete  Townshiii,  and   with 


the  assistance  of  his  estimable  wife  imjiroved  a 
good  farm,  where  they  both  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  daj-s.  Mrs.  Kollir  died,  in  1868,  when 
sixtj-'llve  3'ears  old.  Mr.  Kollir  survived  his  wife 
a  number  of  years,  dying  in  1879,  aged  eight3-flve 
years  and  six  month.s.  They  were  people  greatly 
respected  in  their  community  and  prominently 
identified  with  the  German-Lutheran  Church. 

]Mrs.  Wilkening  was  the  elder  of  the  two  chil- 
dren born  to  her  parents.  Her  brother  Henry 
died  soon  after  coming  to  this  country,  when  a 
promising  youth. of  nineteen  yeais,  in  the  bottom 
of  a  well  from  the  effects  of  foul  gas.  Mrs.  Wil- 
kening was  about  eighteen  j'cars  old  when  her  par- 
ents came  to  America.  She  w.as  trained  in  all 
housewifel}'  duties  Iiy  her  excellent  mother,  and 
has  proven  a  devoted  wife  to  her  husband  and  a 
kind  mother  to  her  children.  The  latter  were  nine 
in  number,  but  two  died  when  quite  young:  John 
at  tlie  age  of  six  years;  and  Anna,  aged  twelve. 
The  survivors  are  recorded  as  follows:  ]\Iary  is 
the  wife  of  John  Broekman,  a  teacher  in  the  Chi- 
cago city  schools;  IIenr\-  married  Miss  Mary  Stei- 
ver.  and,  oiierates  the  homestead  in  Crete  Town- 
ship: Conrad  is  represented  on  another  page  in 
this  volume;  Smihia  is  at  home  with  her  pai'ents; 
Lena  is  the  wife  of  Or.  Otto  Micjsler,  of  Crete; 
Frederick  is  occupied  with  his  brother  in  a  store 
at  th:it  place:  Augustus  remains  under  the  home 
roof. 

IMr.  and  ]\Irs.  Wilkening  and  all  their  children 
are  nii'mbers  of  the  Lutlieran  Church,  of  (.'rete,  to 
which  they  give  a  liberal  sup|ii.irt.  Politically, 
iMr.  Wilkening  is  a  sound  Re|iiiblican.  He  has 
held  the  loc;d  oltices  of  his  towMisliip,  ami  has  al- 
ways borne  the  reputation  fif  a  man  lumest  and 
upright  in  his  dealings  and  (.me  whose  word  is  as 
good  as  his  bond.  He  furnishes  a  fine  illustration 
of  tlie  results  of  persevering  industrj^  and,  while 
surrounded  liy  all  the  comforts  of  life,  and  many 
o(  its  luxuries,  he  m.ay  justly  feel  that  he  has 
fairly  earned  them,  and  at  the  same  time  he  has 
ever  been  willing  to  lend  a  helping  hand  to  those 
less  fortunate. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  H.  Wilkening, 
likewise  a  native  of  Hesse-Cassel,  Germany,  and 
who  spent  his  entire  life  in  the  place  of    his   birth. 
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While  perhaps  not  the  hero  of  any  thiilliiiE^  event, 
he  was  an  honest,  hard-working  man.  who  made  a 
comfortable  living  for  his  family  and  earned  the 
good  will  of  his  neighbors.  He  lived  to  nnmlier 
three-score  and  ten  years,  and  from  early  manliood 
was  an  active  member  of  the  Lutheran  Chiuxli. 
Ilis  wife  l)ore  the  maiden  name  of  Catherine  S. 
BiieU.  Slie  likewise  was  of  German  birth  and 
Ijari'nlage,  and  jiroved  the  faitliful  lielpmate  of 
her  husband,  being  industrious  atid  econoniical 
and  remaining  with  liim  until  he  no  more  needed 
her  wifely  olHces.  After  his  death  she  joined  her 
children  in  this  cuuiilry,  nnd  died  of  cholera,  in 
IS.o.'i,  at  llie  liiinie  of  her  son  ('hri>tof.  in  t'liicngo. 
.She  was  about  seventy  years  old  ruid,  like  her 
husband,  a  consistent  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church. 


ILLIAM  .J.  PADDOCK.  Prominent  .a.niong 
tliose  who  spent  their  younger  years 
wisel3'  and  profitably  and  are  now  living 
retii((l  from  life's  active  labors,  may  be  properly 
mentioned  Mr.Paddock, whose  well-regulated  home- 
sle.'id  is  on  section  21,  Homer  Township.  His 
surroundings  indicate  a  man  of  more  than  or- 
dinary enterprise,  the  farm  being  embellished 
with  suitable  buildings  and  having  about  it  the  air 
of  thrift  and  prosperity,  which  is  the  inevitable 
result  of  industry,  prudence  and  good  management. 
Personall\-,  ]\Ir.  Paddock  is  genial,  liberal  and  pub- 
lic spirited,  a  man  who  is  held  in  high  esteem  in 
his  community,  and  who  has  acquitted  himself  in  a 
worthy  manner  among  his  fellow- men. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  the  third  in  a 
family  of  fourteen  children,  and  was  born  May  5, 
181G,  in  Camillus.  Onondaga  County.  N.  Y.  He 
was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  county,  where 
he  lived  until  coming  to  Illinois,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  j^ear  spent  in  Cayuga  County.  We 
first  (ind  him  a  I'esident  of  this  county  in  the  win- 
ter of  1836,  when  he  located  on  the  land  which  his 
father  had  previously  secured  on  section  21,  Homer 
Townshi[).  He  has  thus  been  a  resident  of  this  town- 
ship   for    the  long    i)eriod  of   tifty  four   years,   and 


until  retiring  from  labor  was  continuousl}' engaged 
in  farming  pursuits.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  good  land,  which 
through  his  careful  man.agement  has  not  only 
yielded  him  a  handsome  income,  Init  enaljled  him 
to  lay  by  something  for  a  rain}-  da^-. 

Mr.  Paddock  was  married  in  Homer  Township, 
October  30,  1838,  to  ISIiss  Emily  E.  Oliver.  This 
lady  was  born  in  Jlonroe  County',  N.  V.,  August 
13.  181.').  ancl  by  her  union  with  our  subject  be- 
came the  mother  of  three  children.  The  eldest 
born.  Edgar  L..  dieil  when  about  two  years  old; 
I'Miza  K.  is  tiie  wife  of  Samuel  W.  .lones.  and  they 
livi:  with  (lur  subject;  Frank  E.  married  Miss  Anna 
i\Iuipliy.  anil  resides  in  tliis  township.  .Mr.  Pad- 
dock cast  his  (irst  I'residential  vote  for  Harrison, 
and  has  alw.ays  taken  an  octive  interest  in  political 
affairs,  giving  his  uniform  support  to  the  Repub- 
lican i)art\-.  He  has  held  the  oflice  of  Township 
Collector,  and  lias  l)een  a  Highway  Commissioner 
for  several  years.  His  long  experience  and  close 
ol)servation  of  men  and  things  have  conspired  to 
make  him  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary'  intelli- 
gence, and  he  has  watched  the  various  events  dur- 
ing a  long  and  useful  life  with  a  thoughtfulness 
wliich  has  maintained  him  in  a  position  in  the  front 
rank  among  the  readers  and  thinkers  of  the  pres- 
ent day. 

A  line  portrait  of  .Mr.  Paddock  appears  on 
another  page. 

<j  EOKGE  E.  HOCKEY.  For  over  a  quarter  of 
a  century  this  gentleman  has  made  his  home 
in  Joliet,  and  perhaps  no  resident  of  the 
place  takes  greater  interest  in  its  growth  and  up- 
building than  he.  He  is  a  quiet,  unassuming  citi- 
zen, who  li.as  taken  little  part  in  politics,  except  to 
generally  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  and  who  h.as 
borne  his  part  in  public  life,  content  to  perform  his 
duties  as  an  individual  and  sulliciently  occupied 
with  his  personal  affairs. 

The  parents  of  the  gentleman  of  whom  we  write 
were  William  and  Elizabeth  (Maize)  Hockey,  whose 
family  comprised   three  children,  of  whom  George 
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E.  is  the  only  survivor.  Tlie  fallier  was  a  lianicss- 
malaT,  and  tlieir  home  was  in  tlie  Kt^ystone  State. 

George  E.  Rockey  was  born  in  Miftlinhurg,  Pa., 
October  4,  1819,  and  learned  the  trade  of  a  earpen- 
ler,  althougli  he  never  followed  it  except  to  do  the 
woodwork  on  threshing  machines  for  a  lirother-in- 
law,  David  Ilerr.  lie  went  to  Center  Ciiunty.  where 
he  opened  a  foundry  in  1844.  and  wliere  he  resiiled 
ten  years.  He  then  came  to  Illinois  and,  locating 
in  Flainfield,  this  county,  worked  for  Dilbnan  A-  Co. 
until  1862,  when  be  removed  to  .b)lief.  In  1 8lU; 
he  bought  a  planing-niill,  which  lie  operated  unlil 
IS.sO.  when  he  transferi-ecl  it  to  his  son  Franklin. 

In  Miss  Susan  Wolf.  Mr.  Rockey  direerned 
the  qualities  of  mind  and  chuiacter  which  won  his 
regard,  and  after  a  successful  wooing  she  became 
liis  wife  December  IT).  1842.  Throughout  tlieir 
long  and  haiipy  married  life  they  have  found  no 
cause  to  regret  the  uniini.  They  have  had  five 
children,  of  wliom  four  are  now  living  in  Joliet, 
the  other  having  died  in  infancy.  The  survivors 
are:  Mrs.  Margaret  Dice,  Franklin,  Mrs.  Jennie 
I'onieroj-  and  Edward. 


ylLLIAM  DANBY  has  for  thirty  years  lieen 
a  resident  of  this  county,  and  since  com- 
^  „  ing  here  has  attained  an  honorable  (dace 
among  its  farmers  and  stock-grovvers,  who  are  sus- 
taining and  advancing  its  magnificent  agricullural 
resources.  lie  is  a  well  known  resident  of  Will 
Township,  in  which  his  farming  operations  are 
centered.  Our  subject  is  of  English  birth  and 
breeding,  buin  .May  ',).  1822,  in  West-Riding,  of 
V(.irksliire,  a  son  iif  Robert  and  Rebecca  (Latham) 
Dan  by,  who  were  born  in  the  same  shire  as  himself. 
His  father  was  a  farmer.  He  and  his  wife  reared  a 
family  of  sis  children,  namely:  Caroline,  George, 
.larvcrs,  Charles,  "William  and  Richard,  of  whom 
(ieorge,  Richard  and  William  became  citizens  of 
this  countr}'.  George  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1853,  settled  in  Will  Township,  and  was  con- 
nected with  the  Illiniiis  Central  Railroad.  Richard 
c;Lme  in  1853  and  si'ttled  in  Croton.  N.  Y. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  review  came  to 


this  country  with  his  wife  in  the  year  1858.  He 
spent  the  following  two  years  in  Matteson,  111.,  being 
emploj'ed  on  the  Central  Railroad.  Desiring  to 
give  his  attention  to  farming  pursiuts  and  having 
heard  of  the  wonderful  fertility  of  the  soil  of  Will 
County,  and  of  the  success  that  followed  the  labors 
of  its  enterprising  farmers  and  stock -raisers,  he  se- 
lected this  region  as  the  most  desirable  location, 
and  in  1860  took  up  his  residence  here.  For  six 
yeais  he  rented  land  until  he  accumulated  sufficient 
money  to  place  liini  on  an  independent  basis,  and 
in  1865  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Will 
Townshiih  In  November,  1870,  he  located  on  the 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  the  same 
township,  which  he  still  occupies.  He  has  added 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  to  it  and  now  has  a 
clK)ice  farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  which 
he  has  under  admirable  cultivation  and  is  constantly 
improving.  He  is  much  interested  in  the  cattle  bus- 
iness, and  for  eight  years  has  been  a  breeder  of  Here- 
ford cattle.  When  Mr.  Danby  first  set  foot  on  these 
shores  he  had  a  capital  of  -^200  with  which  to  make 
his  new  start  in  life.  B3'  superior  management  and 
excellent  business  tact  ho  has  greatly  increased  this 
and  may  now  be  considered  one  of  the  moneyed 
ijien  of  the  township. 

.Alarch  24,  1850,  Mr.  Danby  and  Miss  Ann  Kil- 
lingbeck  united  their  lives  and  fortunes,  and  in  her 
he  has  found  a  prudent  helpmate  and  a  true  wife. 
She  was  born  November  4,  1826,  in  the  town  of 
Snaith,  Yorkshire,  England,  a  daughter  of  William 
and  Hannah  (Ellison)  Killingbeck,  likewise  natives 
of  Yorkshire.  They  were  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren— John,  Thomas,  Ann  and  Harriet.  John  came 
to  this  county  and  first  settled  here  and  then  took 
up  his  residence  in  Kansas.  He  married  and  had 
one  son — Wilson.  Thomas  remained  in  England; 
two  of  his  sons  are  living.  Harriet,  now  Mrs.  Hor- 
ner, lives  in  England;  she  has  three  sons — Fred, 
William  and  Herbert.  The  marriage  of  our  subject 
and  his  wife  has  been  blessed  to  them  by  the  birth 
of  six  children:  Caroline;  Annie  E.,  wife  of 
Thomas  Stewart;  Blanche,  wife  of  Joseph  Jackson, 
of  White  County,  Ind.;  Arthur  W.,  Charles  A.  and 
William  A. 

A  man  of  sound  intellect  and  of  unswerving 
integrity-,  our  subject  has  made  his  life  record   an 
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example  uf  worth  to  othuis.  mikI  he  is  greatly  re- 
spected for  what  he  is  aiul  for  what  he  has  accom- 
l)lisiu'il.  He  is  a  good  worker,  liis  labors  being 
directed  Ijy  admirable  judgment  and  far-reaching 
foreliiougiit.  He  is  a  man  of  sincere  religious 
princi|)les,  as  is  shown  by  liis  every-dny  conduct, 
and  in  liis  wife  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
finds  one  of  its  most  valuable  and  conscientious 
incniliei>.  He  takes  a  deep  interest  in  tlie  affairs 
of  his  adopted  c(.>iintry.  of  which  he  is  a  loyal  citi- 
zen, and  identifies  himself  wiMi  tlic  Republican 
part. 

^^=^"^  ■ '  s^—^rt^ 

OHN  CORLKTT.  a  well-known,  wealthy 
farmer  and  stock-grower  of  Wesley"  Town- 
ship, has  by  his  liberality,  public  spirit  and 
'.^gy'  large  cnter|irise.  been  a  potent  instrument 
in  bringing  thisseclicm  of  the  countiy  to  the  front 
as  a  lending  agricultural  county,  lie  is  liie  fortu- 
n'lle  owner  of  an  extensive  farm,  tliat  in  point  of 
cullixaliou,  improvement  and  iiroiluctiveness  is 
considfied  one  of  the  most  desiralile  in  Northern 
Illinois. 

Mr.  Corlelt  was  born  August  1,  1S;?2,  on  the 
homestead  on  the  Isle  of  Man.  to  .lolin  and  Ann 
(  McGregor)  Corlett,  and  his  father  was  a  native  of 
the  same  place  as  our  subject,  and  was  tliere  reared 
to  the  life  of  a  farmer.  He  subsequently  became  a 
soldier  in  the  English  Army,  and  fought  with  valor 
under  the  Duke  of  Wellington  all  through  the  lat- 
ter's  campaigns  in  the  .Spanish  Peninsula,  and  was 
also  with  the  Iron  Duke  in  the  battle  of  Waterloo. 
He  lost  his  left  arm  in  Holland,  and  was  discharged 
from  the  army,  and  pensioned  at  a  sixpence  a  dav 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  After  leavini; 
the  service  he  married  on  the  Isle  of  JIan,  his  wife 
being  a  native  of  Scotland.  She  was  about  eiglit 
years  of  age  when  her  parents  removed  to  the  Isle 
of  Man,  where  she  still  makes  her  home  at  the  ven- 
eralile  age  of  ninety-three.  The  father  of  our  sub- 
ject died  in  1870,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty- 
three  years.  Tiiey  were  tiie  [larents  of  ten  children, 
SIX  of  whom  are  now  living,  five  of  whom  are  resi- 
dents of  this  country. 

The  subject  of  this  review   was  the  fifth  child  of 


his  parents,  with  whom  he  made  his  home  until  he 
was  twenty-one, receiving  the  benefits  of  a  common- 
school  education.  At  eleven  years  of  age,  a  manly, 
spirited,  self-reliant  lad,  he  began  life  for  himself  as 
a  farm  hand.  In  the  spring  of  1855,  ambitious  to 
make  more  of  life  than  he  could  in  the  land  of  his 
birth,  he  came  to  this  country,  and  from  New  York 
proceeded  directly  to  Chicago,  and  from  there  to 
Kankakee  City,  thence  to  Rockville  in  the  same 
county.  He  remained  there  four  years,  and  after 
his  marriage  in  185i),  came  to  this  county,  settled 
on  his  present  farm  and  has  ever  since  been  a 
valued  citizen  of  Wesley  Township.  He  has  pur- 
sued his  calling  with  more  than  c  rdin.ary  success  and 
now  has  a  large  farm  of  four  hundred  and  forty 
acres,  besides  owning  si.x.  bundled  and  forty  acres 
in  Kansas.  He  has  provided  his  farm  with  roomy, 
conveniently'-arranged  buildings,  with  the  best  ma- 
chinery for  carrying  on  agriculture  after  the  most 
approved  methods,  and  has  made  it  one  of  the  most 
desirable  estates  in  this  part  of  the  county,  and  be- 
sides raising  rich  harvests  of  grain,  devotes  much 
attention  to  rearing  stock  of  fine  grades. 

.Tauuary  1,  l>^51(,  Mr.  Corlett  was  united  in  mar- 
raii;<'  to  Mrs.  Betsey  McGilvery,  nee  Franklin,  a 
daugliter  of  Samuel  and  Betsey-  (Appleby)  Frank- 
lin, natives  of  A'ermont  and  New  York,  respec- 
tively. Her  iiaients  were  married  in  the  latter 
St:ilc  and  came  to  Illinois  in  tlie  early  da\s  of  its 
settlement  and  were  among  the  early  pioneers  of 
this  township.  In  1850,  her  father  started  over- 
laml  for  California,  died  on  the  way,  and  was  buried 
at  Ft.  Kearney.  Her  mother  did  not  long  survive 
the  death  of  her  husband  but  departed  this  life  in 
l.Sot.  They  w^ere  parents  of  twelve  children,  three 
of  whom  are  now  living.  Mrs.  Corlett  was  boru 
October  I).  ]S2'.>.  in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.  Of 
the  children  born  to  her  and  our  subject,  four  are 
now  living:  William  who  was  born  October  15, 
1S5;);  Mary,  September  2G,  1863,  is  the  wife  of 
Kd.  McKimmy,  of  Kansas  City;  Minnie,  born 
March  22,  18G5,  is  the  wife  of  Eugene  Babeock,  of 
Wesley  Township,  and  they  have  one  child;  Ella, 
born  September  14,  18G7,  is  the  wife  of  George 
Lancaster,  of  Wesley  Township,  and  they  have  two 
children.  William  Corlett  is  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic tirder. 
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Mr.  Corlett  is  a  man  of  strong  character,  with  a 
moral  and  mental  make-up,  tiuit  places  him  among 
our  UK.ist  intelligent  and  honorable  citizens.  lie  is 
well  dowered  with  practical  energy,  activity  and 
tenacity  of  purjiose.  and  tliese  traits  besides  lead- 
ing him  to  wealtli  have  eminently  litled  liim  for 
pulilic  service,  and  make  him  an  inrtnence  ns  a  pol- 
itician and  supporter  iif  the  Re|iulilicaLi  party,  of 
wliicli  lie  lias  heeii  a  stanch  memlier  since  its  or- 
ganization. He  has  been  a  memlier  of  the  local 
School  Bonrd  for  tweh'c  years  and  has  earnestly 
fill  warded  tJic  educational  interests  of  the  township. 
In  18.S5  and  IHSG  he  represented  Wesley  on  the 
County  Boaid  of  Supervisois.  lie  has  been  the 
Highway  t'ommissioner  for  six  years,  and  in  that 
office  has  done  much  to  better  t_lie  highways  and 
byways  of  the  township.  He  built  the  dry  run 
near  .Ii.ihii  Richey's  place.  He  interests  himself  in 
the  (piestions  i>f  the  day.  particularly  tliat  of  tem- 
perarce,  and  in  word  and  act  is  a  linn  temperance 
man.  He  and  his  wife  are  active  members  of  the 
iMetliodist  Iqiisciijial  Church,  of  which  lie  is  .Stew- 
ard. He  has  always  taken  a  |ir(iniiiieiit  part  in  the 
Sunday-scliool  and  under  his  alile  administration  as 
.Superintendent  for  the  past  fourteen  years,  it  has 
ijreativ  increased  in  nuniliers  and  intluence. 


6 APT.  UOBKRT  STEYKNS  is  numbered 
,  among  the  iiionecrs  in  Will  County, in  which 
_  '  he  settled  in  the  spring  of  1831.  Those 
who  have  never  visited  a  frontier  settlement,  liut 
who  have  lieen  accustomed  from  childhood  to  the 
surroundings  of  our  present  civilization,  can  liave 
but  a  faint  conception  of  the  life  of  the  pioneers  or 
of  the  credit  due  those  who  led  the  way  in  the  de- 
veloi)ment  of  the  coimtr}'.  Nowhere  has  greater 
enterprise  and  sturdy  manhood  been  exliibited  than 
Ihronghout  the  Mississippi  Valle^',  during  the  early 
days  of  the  various  grand  States  into  which  its  fer- 
tile expanse  is  now  divided,  and  in  no  life  are  the 
more  rugged  virtues  of  character  and  the  milk  of 
human  kindness  more  rai)i(lly  devekiped  than  in 
the  primitive  scenes  of  a  new  country.  Among 
those    to   whom  this  section  owes  much,  we  might 


say  all,  of  its  present  prosperous  condition  and  ad- 
■\-anced  development,  Capt.  Robert  Stevens  occu- 
|iies  an  important  place. 

Not  less  worthy  of  honor  than  her  husband,  is 
the  w-itiow  of  Ca|)t.  Stevens,  who  began  her  resi- 
dence ill  this  coiiiity  in  18.'!0,  and  who  as  a  young 
lady,  as  a  wife,  nuilher  and  neighlior,  has  earned 
the  deep  respect  (if  those  among  wlioin  her  life  has 
Vieeii  s|)ent  and  a  place  side  bj-  side  with  her  hus- 
band on  the  roll  of  the  pioneers.  They  endured 
privations  and  toils,  such  as  ti-y  men's  souls, 
cheered  by  their  belief  in  a  bright  future  and  by 
mutual  sympathy,  their  labors  lieing  rewarded  by 
Worldly  prosperity,  a  happy  home  and  friendly 
feeling  from  without. 

In  Mason  County,  Ky.,  July  20,  1802,  the  eyes 
of  Robert  Stevens  opened  to  the  light.  He  was  a 
child  two  years  of  age  when  his  parents  removed 
to  Ohio,  where  he  grew  to  man's  estate,  being  ap- 
prenticed at  the  age  of  si.xteen  years  to  learn  the 
trade  of  a  tanner  and  currier.  On  the  expiration 
of  his  apprenticeship  he  went  to  Indiana,  where  he 
labored  until  he  toeik  ufi  his  residence  in  Will 
County.  Here  he  settled  on  a  tract  of  land  just 
east  of  Joliet,  developing  a  fine  estate  and  in  the 
course  of  years  liecoming  the  owner  of  four  hun- 
dred acres  in  one  body,  all  of  which  was  put  in  a 
fine  condition  and  thoroughly  imjiroved.  Although 
his  services  were  desired  in  a  public  eapacit}-  he 
found  that  his  time  was  fully  occupied  by  the  con- 
duct of  his  personal  affairs,  and  to  his  farm  he  de- 
voted himself  almost  exclusively. 

The  first  wife  of  Capt.  Stevens  w.as  Miss  1.,3'dia 
Ann  Pence,  who  died  in  1833.  She  had  borne  three 
children,  all  of  whom  are  deceased.  In  what  was 
then  Cook  County,  but  is  now  Joliet  Township, 
Will  County,  October  29,  1835,  our  subject  con- 
tracted a  second  matrimonial  alliance.  His  bride, 
Miss  Nancy  Kercheval,  was  born  in  Preble  County, 
Ohio,  October  28,  1814,  but  had  resided  in  this 
county  since  she  wsis  sixteen  j-ears  old.  The  happy 
union  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  six  children, 
named  respectively:  Lewis,  Thomas  J.,  James, 
Sarah  A..  Mary  A.,  and  Albert.  The  husband  and 
father  was  removed  by  death  January  6,  1864,  all 
the  effcirls  put  forth  by  his  devoted  wife  and  lov- 
ing children   having  been  fruitless  to  prolong  his 
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life.  His  iiuirtal  ri'tiiains  ivere  depositcil  in  Oak- 
wood  C'emt'teiy,  being  followed  totlieir  last  resting 
place  by  a  large  concourse  of  citizens,  to  whom  the 
pionet'i'  had  endeared  himself  and  wlio sympathized 
deeply  in  tlie  lioreavement  which  had  eonie  upon 
his  family. 

Capt.  Stevens  took  an  acti\e  part  in  political 
affairs,  being  deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the 
country  anl  anxious  that  [)roper  men  should  be 
elected  to  ollire.  For  a  short  time  only  he  served 
as  .SjieritT.  having  been  the  lirst  one  elected  in  Will 
t'ouul}'.  but  giving  U|)  the  position  because  his 
farm  required  his  attention.  He  also  lield  the 
office  of  Highway  Commissioner.  .Since  his  death 
his  widow  has  remained  on  the  homestead.  She 
possesses  an  abunda-.ice  of  vitality,  keenness  of 
judgment  and  energy,  anil  both  looks  antl  acts 
mucii  younger  than  her  years.  .She  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church  since  1S84,  her 
confession  of  faith  being  but  the  initiatory  ?tep  in 
a  life  of  consistent  Christianit\-. 


ELMER   E.  IIEXUV.      llie    tra<le    circles    of 
.loliet  and  vicinity  recognize  in    Mr.  Henry 
one  of    its  nio-t    pr<iniising   yoiinu   business 

men.  He  is  |irincipally  interesli-d  in  the  glass  and 
queensware  trade,  in  which  he  li;is  had  .a  ripe  es- 
[.eiienee.  anil  is  meelinu  with  unqualitied  success. 
Eor  the  past  three  years  he  has  been  proprietor  of  the 
most  eleg.xnt  establishment  of  this  kind  to  be  found 
ill  Northern  Illinois.  His  straightforward  methods 
of  doing  business,  his  genial  disposition  and  his 
courteous  treatment  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in 
contact,  is  a  matter  that  is  often  made  the  subject 
of  remark.  His  establishment  is  pruminently  lo- 
cated on  Chicago  Street,  and  he  carries  a  ^10,000 
stock  of  goods,  from  which  during  the  year  188!) 
he  effected  sales  to  the  amount  of  $30.0(!l('. 

A  native  of  Hunterdon  County,  N.  J.,  our  sub- 
ject was  born  July  'J.  18(;2,  in  the  village  of  White 
House,  to  William  E.  and  Susan  C.  Henry,  now 
living  in  Joliot.  When  liut  a  small  child.  Mr. 
Henry  was  brou!.'ht  liy  his  parents  to  Joliet,  and  in 


this  city  received  his  education.  He  conunenced 
his  business  career  at  an  early  age.  and  is  an  apt 
illustration  of  the  maxim  that  ••  a.  good  business 
well  stuck  to  is  sure  to  win."  He  served  an  ap- 
|ireiilieiship  of  ten  years  as  a  clerk  before  embark- 
ing in  business  on  his  own  account,  and  was  thus' 
equipped  with  a  thorough  experience,  avoiding  the 
mistake  which  so  many  make  of  attempting  to  do 
that  of  which  they  know  nothing.  Mr.  Henry  is 
unmarried. 


|l',-,  ENUY  Kiri'  owns  a  farm  one  and  one-half 
jf  jl|  miles  from  the  village  of  DuPage.  or  Chan- 
-y^'  uahon,  as  it  is  called,  which  is  supplied  with 
^&  good  buildings  and  all  the  needeij  improve- 
ments to  make  it  one  of  the  most  dc^iralile  in  this 
part  of  the  County.  A  skillful  a:!d  business-like 
farnu'r  and  stnck-raiser.  our  subject  is  also  i)os- 
sesscd  of  those  characteristics  that  niakt'  him  a 
trusty  and  capable  civic  nflicial.  and  he  bears  an 
honorable  part  in  the  management  of  local  |)iiblic 
affairs. 

Mr.  Kipp  is  a  iialive  of  the  county,  boi-n  in  the 
township  of  'I'riiy.  Februaiy  17.  1847,  to  .A.  P.  .'uid 
Jane  (Davis)  Kipp.  well-known  pioneers  of  this 
county.  The  maternal  grandmother  of  our  subject 
died  in  1872.  at  the  \-eiiei-able  .age  of  ninety-three 
j-ears.  She  came  from  Wales  when  she  was  eighteen 
years  old.  and  settled  in  Kendall  County  in  an 
early  day.  'I'lie  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  in 
Oneida  County.  N.  Y..  and  came  from  there  to 
Will  County  in  18:i7.  in  the  prime  rif  active  man- 
hood. He  was  accustomed  to  hamiling  horses,  and 
he  liecame  a  stage-driver  on  the  Frink  ik  W'alker 
line  from  Chicago  to  Peoria.  He  was  well  known, 
was  a  line  man  for  his  business,  and  was  noted  as 
being  a  good  judge  of  horses,  and  the  comiiany 
employeil  him  to  match  horses  and  train  them  for 
them.  In  18  H)  be  determined  to  follow  the  sold 
seekers  to  Califorui.a.  tra\eliug  by  the  w.-iv  of  New 
Orleans  and  .Mexico.  He  remained  llieic  until 
1 852,  engaged  as  before,  and  at  one  tinu'.  while 
driving,  his  horses  or  mules  became  frightened  at 
some  Indians  who  came  suddenly  u[ion  them,  and 
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he  was  thrown  oflf  and  went  under  the  wheel  of  the 
wagon,  whk-li.  with  its  l(.)a(l.  weighoil  over  seven 
thousand  pounds.  He  was  so  badly  injured  tliat 
,  he  had  to  give  up  his  employment  there  and  return 
to  the  Slates,  as  the  expenses  of  staying  there  were 
so  great,  the  doctors  charging  S30  fur  a  visit,  and 
he  had  to  pay  $  1 0  a  daj'  for  board.  He  returned 
by  the  way  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  and  coming 
to  Joliel,  establislied  a  livery  stable  there.  He  re- 
turned to  the  farm  in  1856,  where  he  remained  till 
1858,  when  he  came  to  Channahon.  In  1881  he 
purchased  the  place  in  which  our  subject  now  lives, 
and  m.ade  his  home  with  him  until  his  death,  De- 
cember .'^1.  18.SS.  at  the  age  of  seveuty-four  years, 
four  nninths  nnd  sixteen  days.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried, the  maiden  name  of  his  first  wife,  the  mother 
of  (lur  sulijei-t.  tii'ing  Jane  Davis,  and  she  was  of 
Welsh  parentage.  Slie  died  in  her  twenty  tiftli 
year,  nine  months  after  the  liirth  of  our  suliject. 
leavhig  two  children,  the  eldest  bt;ing  Frajices  J., 
now  the  wife  of  B.  Schermerborn,  of  Joliet.  Mr, 
Kipp  was  married  a  second  time,  in  1855,  to  Mrs. 
E.  W.  Adams. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  reared  in  Channahon, 
and  received  a  substantial  education  in  the  High 
Sehiiol  of  that  place.  He  then  adoiited  the  profes- 
sion of  teaching,  and  w.as  thus  successfully  engaged 
in  this  county  for  fourteen  3-ears,  commencing  in 
ISG'.I.  and  teaching  ste.adil}-  each  winter,  while  giv- 
ing his  attention  to  farming  in  the  summer,  and 
during  that  time  he  missed  but  one  day  from  his 
school.  The  place  which  he  now  owns  was  willed 
to  him  by  his  father,  and  although  he  has  suffered 
greatly  from  rheumatism,  he  has  been  prospered  in 
his  agricultural  undertakings. 

October  21.  ls71.  was  the  date  of  Mr.  Kipp's 
marriage  with  Miss  Ella  F.  Bailee,  d.uighter  of 
Daniel  and  Susan  (Zarley)  Bailey.  They  were 
among  the  pioneers  of  the  countj',  and  the  Zarleys 
were  also  early  settlers,  being  a  noted  family  here 
in  early  days.  Mrs.  Bade}'  was  born  June  2,  1820, 
and  is  still  living  with  her  husband  in  Channahon. 
Our  subject  and  wife  have  become  the  pnrents  of 
four  daughters,  namely:  Alma  M.,  Helen  Z.,  Grace 
B.  and  Jane  K..  a  little  miss  of  nine  yeai's. 

Mr.  Kipp  is  a  frank,  warm-hearted  man,  gifted 
with  foresight  in  a  large   degree,  ai.d   in   him   this 


township  flnds  a  good  citizen,  his  fellow-townsmen 
a  kind  and  obliging  neighbor,  and  his  family  a  true 
husband  and  devoted  father.  He  is  a  sturdy  Re- 
pidjlican  in  his  political  views,  alwaj's  supporting 
his  part3'  ticket.  His  fellow-citizens,  valuing  his 
intelligerice  and  capacity,  have  called  him  to  ofHce, 
and  for  two  terms  he  has  been  Township  Clerk, 
and  for  one  term  was  Collector  of  the  Township. 


1'  RA  OWEN  KNAPP,  M.  D.  Among  the  early 
settlers  uf  the  county  who  played  an  important 
part  in  its  development,  the  pioneer  physician 
held  a  [)rominent  and  influential  position,  and  as  a 
noble  tyiie  of  the  proft-ssion,  we  place  before  the 
patrons  of  this  work,  to  many  of  whom  he  is  well 
known  .•mil  bound  by  no  (/oinmon  ties,  a  brief  life 
i-ecord  of  Dr,  Ira  Knapp.  Coming  to  Northern 
lIliiKjis  at  an  early  day,  fresh  from  his  studies  and 
in  the  ardoi'  anil  vigor  of  the  opening  j-ears  of  a 
si)lendid  manhood,  our  subject  cast  in  his  lot  with 
the  sturd}'  pioneers  w  hom  he  found  already  here, 
and  immediately  entered  uinjn  an   honorable  career 

\  in  his  calling.  In  those  da^-s  the  life  of  a  physician 
was  fraught  with  hardshi|)s  inconceivable  at  the 
present  time,  but  our  subject  with  cheerful  and 
courageous  self-sacritice,  biire  them  nncomiilain- 
ingly,  and  soon  won  a  warm  place  in  the  hearts  of 

j    those  whom  he  so  faithfully  served  in  their    sick; 

I  ness  and  became  the  friend  and  counselor  of  his 
patients,  and  was  known  and  welcomed  in  many  a 
household  far  and  wide.  Ill  health  obliging  him  to 
give  up  the  practice  of  his  beloved  profession  as 
its  duties  were  too  exacting,  he  h.as  given  his  at- 
tention to  improving  the  land  that  he  bought  from 
the  Government  flfty-sevon  ye.ars  ago.  which  he  has 
developed  into  a  choice  farm,  one  of  the  pleasant- 
est  places  on  the  DuPage  River  and  Canal,  located 

I  about  a  mile  and  a  half  fi'om  Channahon  A'illage. 
Mr.  Knapp  was  born  in  Barre,  adjoining  the  citj' 
of  Monti)elier,  the  capital  of  Vermont,  February 
12,  1810.  He  received  his  early  education  in  the 
excellent  schools  of  his  native  cit3',  and  then  went 
into  the  office  of  Dr.  James  Spauldiug,  of  Montpe- 
lier,  and    while  there  attended    medical  lectures  in 
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Dartmouth  College.  He  subsequently  became  a 
student  at  tlie  AVoodstock  Jledical  School,  in  \'er- 
mont,  whence  lie  was  orraduated  in  1833,  hav- 
ing attained  a  high  standing  for  scholarship  in 
his  class.  He  was  then  tsventj'-three  years  of  age 
and  he  determined  to  enter  upon  his  profession  in 
the  West,  and  selecting  this  countv  as  a  suitalilf 
field  for  the  exercise  of  his  calling,  he  left  his  lidinc 
among  the  green  hills  of  his  native  .Stah'  on  Stp- 
tember  17.  and  on  October  12.  arrived  as  liis  iloti- 
natiun.  He  was  accompanied  by  lii.-.  Iiride.  ami 
with  them  came  George  and  Russell  'I'lynii.  and 
Miss  Emily  .S.  Knapp,  (afterward  the  widow  of 
Mr.  Lyman  Foster.)  now  a  resident  of  Aurora.  111.. 
resiiling  with  her  daughter.  The  Doctor  and  his 
uncle,  George  Tryon.  the  only  other  surxiving 
members  of  the  party  are  now  eighty  and  eighty- 
five  j'ears  of  iige. 

Our  subject  came  to  Channahoii.  open('(l  an  of- 
fice occupying  it  but  one  day,  when  he  w.as  called 
seven  miles  to  visit  his  first  patient.  He  continued 
the  practice  of  his  [irofession  for  fifteen  years,  his 
l)atients  being  scattered  over  a  wide  area  of  coun- 
try, and  he  has  ridden  as  far  as  Rockford.  on  Rock 
River,  some  ninety  miles  distant,  in  pursuit  of  bis 
calling.  The  c(iuutry  being  so  sparsely  settled,  this 
was  a  very  lonely  I'oute  and  there  was  a  stretch  of 
twenty-live  miles  on  which  there  was  not  a  liouse 
to  be  seen.  The  Doctor  is  a  man  in  a<lvaiHc  of 
his  profession.  When  he  was  graduated  Mood- 
letting  was  taught  and  aclvised  li\-  his  instructors 
asunder  the  oM  medical  regime,  but  the  Doclor 
when  he  left  school,  left  that  and  many  other  cus- 
toms that  were  in  use  at  that  time.  Iicliind.  Our 
subject  had  a  good  opiiorlunity  to  study  the  vari- 
ous forms  of  malarial  fevei-  that  was  so  prevalent 
in  the  earl}-  daj's  of  the  settlement  of  the  counlr\'. 
and  he  had  great  success  in  treating  the  disease, 
which  he  observed  abated  to  a  great  extent  after 
the  people  had  subdued  the  soil  and  had  it  well 
cultivated.  When  he  first  came  here,  theic  were 
five  times  as  many  Indians  as  whites  and  he 
has  seen  as  many  as  five  hundred  together.  Thcv 
usually  camped  along  the  river  and  often  \isited 
the  home  of  our  subject  and  would  sit  with  Mrs. 
Knapp,  who  enjoyed  the  company  of  the  squaws 
and  their  little  papooses.     Having  been  among  the 


Indians  for  at  least  ten  years  and  carefully  ob- 
served their  customs  and  character,  he  thinks  them 
very  much  maligned  and  ill-tre,ated.  In  his  inter- 
course with  them  he  followed  the  Golden  Rule,  and 
seems  to  have  found  his  red  brethren  truthful 
and  honorable.  .Many  years  he  lived  among  them 
anil  under  no  circnmstances  did  he  ever  [nit  any- 
tliiiig  under  lock  and  ke^y;  his  house  was  always 
orpcn  day  and  night  and  they  never  offered  to  molest 
a  thing,  which  he  accounts  for  by  the  fact  that  he 
always  treated  tlicmas  he  would  wislied  to  lie  used. 
'I'hey  have  come  to  his  house  at  any  hotu'  of  the 
day  tir  night,  ofti'n  under  the  inlluence  ofliqiur, 
and  never  did  they  offer  to  injure  a  thing,  lie 
never  met  one  of  tliem.  but  wli.at  he  would  advance 
and  shake  him  politely  Ijy  the  hand  and  say:  "ISii- 
sliu  Nic-Kan."  which  means  "How  do  you  do  my 
fricn<I."  The  Doctor  tells  the  following  incident 
of  those  days  as  showing  the  grateful  character  of 
the  untutoreil  savage:  A  Mr.  Treat,  who  was  a 
great  friend  of  the  Indians.  ni;ide  a  claim  on  a  piece 
of  land  on  tlie  Dcs  lM:iincs  River,  the  [ilace  on  sec- 
tion 11.  (if  this  townshiii.  lU/W  owned  by  Oscar 
Mills.  He  had  no  money  to  pay  for  the  i;nid.  and 
the  Indians  rcfu.-cd  to  treat  with  the  (■ovcrniucnt 
oflicials  until  they  ;igrecd  to  give  him  ■■sl.ddO  to 
buy  lanil  with.  lie  had  :ilways  In-atcd  the  In- 
dians with  consideration,  and  they  held  him  in 
gr'/at  affection,  lb-  took  care  of  the  grave  of  one 
of  their  chiefs  who  wasliuiicd  on  the  place  that  he 
owned,  now  known  ;is  Millsdalc. 

The  Doctoi- loratc(|  <in  liis  present  f;irm  which  he 
bought  fr<un  tlic  ( Jovcrnnicnt  in  the  month  of 
.lunc.  is:!."'.  He  huill,  :i  loi;  house  in  which  he 
livid  for  ten  ye:u's.  :iud  in  tliat  his  children  were 
li.iru.  He  then  lephiced  it  liy  his  present  substantial 
and  comfoit:dilc  dwelling.  He  retiied  from  his 
[irofession  al)out  l.s.'iO,  and  since  llieii  has  de- 
votwl  himself  to  the  iiiiprovcmcut  (if  his  place, 
which  at  one  time  com|)rised  two  hundred  and 
folly  acres,  but  he  li:is  disposed  of  several  acres, 
and  now  has  a  farm  of  one  hundred  acres  that  is 
one  of  the  most  desirable  in  the  locality. 

Dr.  Knapp  has  been  twice  married.  In  July.  1833, 
he  was  wedded  to  JHss  Aluiyra  Joslyn,  daughter  of 
i^uke  Joslyn.  She  bore  him  three  sous  and  one 
daughter,    as    follows:     George,  a   carpenter   and 
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joiner,  of  Wisconsin,  married  and  has  one  child; 
Orrin  S.,  a  farmer  living  near  his  father,  married 
and  lias  four  boys  and  one  girl;  Melinda  8.,  tlie 
wife  of  .Silas  I.  Parlver,  a  mechanic  and  farmer,  of 
Miller  County.  Mo.  Tlie  beloved  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject who  shared  with  him  the  privations  and  hard- 
ships of  pioneer  life,  and  aided  liim  in  the  building 
ui)  of  their  liome,  jiassed  to  eternal  rest  in  1861. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  to  his  present 
worthy  wife  was  consummated  in  1864,  and  lias 
proved  of  mutual  benefit  to  both,  as  thereby  he  se- 
cured a  true  helpmnte  and  companion,  and  she  a 
devoted  husband.  iSIrs.  Knajip  at  the  time  of  her 
marriage  with  our  subject  was  Mrs.  Ann  S.  Peel)Ies, 
tb.e  widow  o'  i^obert  Peebles,  who  came  from  Kng- 
Innd.  She  is  the  mother  of  tvvci  children  liy  that 
maninge:  Charles,  a  young  mairied  man;  1!.  W., 
a  resident  of  Kgypt,  111.,  wIk.)  is  married  and  lias 
two  children,  one  of  wliiiin  lives  with  its  grand- 
mother, ;\Irs.  Knapp. 

A  man  of  superior  intelligence  and  sound  priiici- 
l)h\  and  of  lilameless  character,  and  an  earnest 
!-u|iporler  of  what  he  considers  right  in  every  walk 
in  life.  Dr.  Knapp  has  ai  ways  exerted  a  wholesome 
iiillueiiee  in  this  community  with  wliuse  interests 
his  own  liave  been  bound  for  a  periiid  of  more  than 
half  a  century.  He  has  earnestly  labored  in  behalf 
of  the  social  and  religious  developnient  of  Clianna- 
hon,  and  has  taken  an  active  [lart  in  the  wt_)rk  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  and 
Ills  wife  are  consistent  members.  Politically-,  he 
has  always  voted  according  to  his  honest  convic- 
tions, and  has  sided  with  whiciiever  party  he  thinks 
to  be  the  nearest  right  at  the  time,  and  he  is  now 
identified  with  the  Prohibitionists. 

IfSAAC  T.  MILLSPAUGIT,  Justice  of  the 
Peace  in  .loliet,  was  first  elected  to  that  office 
in  1877,  serving  four  years;  in  1886  he  was 
again  elected,  this  time  to  fill  a  vacancy,  and  at 
the  expiration  of  the  term  was  continued  in  the 
position.  His  character  is  an  honorable  one,  his 
nature  enterprising  and  genial,  and  his  life  lias 
been  spent  in  usefulness  and  good  citizenship.    As 


a  public  servant,  he  proves  worthy  of  the  suffrage 
of  the  people,  laboring  for  the  peace  and  good 
order  of  the  community  faithfully  and  ably. 

In  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  February  26,  1820, 
the  ej'es  of  Isaac  Millspaugh  first  saw  the  light  of 
day.  His  father,  Charles  Millspaugh,  was  a  native 
of  the  same  county  and  a  farmer  there.  He  mar- 
ried Mehitable  VanTassell,  of  the  same  count}', 
who  bore  him  seven  sons  and  one  daughter.  AVlien 
the  son  of  whom  we  write  was  fifteen  years  ohl  the 
liarents  removed  to  the  village  of  Bloomingburg, 
where  the  father  died  in  1837,  and  the  mother  a 
year  later.  Both  were  members  of  the  Presbyter- 
ian Cliuich  and  respected  in  the  community. 

The  subject  of  tiiis  sketch  lived  with  his  pai'ents 
until  the  death  of  his  f.Ttlier,  when  he  went  into 
Tom|ikiiis  County  and  learned  the  trade  of  a  black- 
smith, passing  his  a|iprenticesliip  at  Dryder  Cro- 
ners.  lie  worked  at  the  trade  nearly  twenty  years, 
all  told.  In  IMH  he  came  to  Illinois,  arriving  at 
Joliet  ill  May,'^nd  at  once  beginning  the  labor  in 
which  he  had  previously  lieen  engaged.  He  made 
the  tirst  steel  [ilow  manufactured  in  Joliet,  and  was 
the  first  blacksmith  in  the  Chicago  &  Alton  round 
house,  that  being  the  last  of  his  Diacksmiliiing.  He 
fired  the  engine  that  luilled  the  first  train  out  of 
Chicagi),  anil  ran  the  first  engine  that  came  into 
Joliet  over  the  Rock  Islaiul  Railroad,  that  being 
in  KS.J2.  He  also  ran  .'is  an  engineer  on  a  construc- 
tion train  of  the  same  road. 

At  the  time  that  he  abandoned  his  trade,  Mr. 
Millsiiaugh  was  elected  Assessor  for  Joliet  City 
and  township,  and  being  re-elected  at  each  success- 
ive election,  served  about  ten  years.  The  duties 
of  the  office  occupied  the  most  of  liis  time,  and 
soon  after  this  long  term  of  office  he  was  made 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  lie  was  the  organizer  of 
Millspangh's  Orchestra,  that  furnished  music  for 
social  gatherings  here  for  fortj--two  years.  During 
his  entire  mature  life  Mr.  IMillspaugh  has  been  a 
stanch  Democrat.  He  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, holding  membership  in  the  Blue  Lodge, 
the  Chapter  and  the  Commandery. 

In  March,  1842,  Mr.  Millspaugh  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Jliss  Charlotte  E.  Noyes,  the  cere- 
mony taking  place  at  McLain,  Tompkins  County, 
N.  Y.     One  living  son  is   the  fruit  of  the  union — 
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Clmrles  II..  of  this  city.  The  second  wife  of  !\Ir. 
Millsipaugli  was  in  lier  girlhood  IMiss  Mary  I,. 
Rohoi'ls,  of  Loci<port,  N.  Y.  Siie  died  in  .Toliet, 
in  .J.Tniiary,  1882. 

SE0R(;E   F.  Gl'KNKV.     Anionu    liie   laiuv 
,   land  owners  and    wealthy    auricullmists   of 
I    Will    Connty.   (;e(ir£;e    F.  (liirney    luilds    a 

prominent  [ilact'.  He  is  the  oivner  of  nine  hiindi-ec] 
find  si.xty-six  aeres  of  land,  which  witlmul  any 
siieeial  improvements  woidd  in  this  section  of  the 
Mississippi  Nalley  he  a  valnalile  possession.  Its 
worth  has  been  enhanced  by  various  improvements, 
among  them  being  a  eonipleto  line  of  buildings 
adequate  to  shelter  the  stock,  store  tlie  crops  which 
are  raised  u|(on  the  broad  aeres,  and  prt)lect  from 
wind  and  weather  the  farm  machinery  and  imple- 
ments v.hicli  the  progressive  ideas  of  .Mr.  (iurncy 
demand.  Seven  hundred  and  forty  acre;;  of  this 
fnio  laniled  estate  are  iiiclmlcd  in  Jackson  'I'owu- 
shi|),  and  on  section  .'3(;,stands  the  family  residence. 
U  attracts  the  attention  of  every  passer-li\-,  its  out- 
ward appearance  leading  one  to  believe  that  it  is  .a 
home  in  more  than  name,  a  belief  which  is  borne 
out  by  the  iiospitable  spirit  and  intelligence  which 
rule  its   inmates. 

The  parents  of  our  subji'ct  were  \Villiani  and 
Ruth  (Cooper)  (Jurney,  both  natives  of  Kngiaiul. 
whence  they  came  to  Will  County  in  the  spring  of 
1H4.J.  They  ra.ade  their  residence  in  .loliet  two  or 
three  years,  and  then  removed  to  the  country,  both 
dying  in  the  townshij)  of  Channahon.  The3-  were 
accompanied  to  this  country  by  their  son  of  whom 
we  write,  who  was  then  about  thirteen  ^ears  of  age. 
Mis  natal  d.iy  was  July  2,  1832,  and  his  birthplace 
Gloucestershire,  England.  His  taste  led  him  to 
adopt  farming  as  his  avocation,  and  his  possessions 
afford  abundant  proof  that  he  chose  well.  AVith 
the  exception  of  a  short  time  during  which  he  lived 
in  Grundj'  Count3-,  111.,  the  count}'  to  which  lie 
first  came  from  England  has  been  his  home  since 
boyhood.  He  settled  in  Jackson  Township  in  the 
spring  of   186.5. 

The  marriage  of   .Mr.  {;urne\'  was    celebrated    in 


Wilmington.  III.,  his  chosen  companion  being  Miss 
Eliza  Brydon.  wlio  possesses  many  virtues  and 
graces  of  niiml  .and  heart.  I'lidi-r  her  ellicieut 
management  the  home  is  ever  neat  and  orderly, 
good  cheer  is  abundant  for  both  the  inner  aiul 
outer  man,  and  the  members  of  her  household  have 
reason  to  bestow  upon  her  the  dee|)est  affection. 
She  is  the  mother  of  seN'en  children,  three  of  whom 
ha\-c  left  the  iiarcntal  roof  for  homes  elsewhere. 
h'rances  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Losh ;  Elsie  is  the 
wife  of  Charles  I'ohlman;  and  Elmer  is  now  living 
in  North  Dakota.  Ariio.  Lizzie,  Nellie  and  Otto 
still  linger  under  tin-  parental   rooftree. 

The  politii-al  views  of  Mr.  Gurney  coincide  with 
the  principles  laid  down  in  the  Reimblican  plat- 
form and  he  exercises  the  right  of  suffrage  in  be- 
Icilf  of  that  party,  taking  (|uite  an  active  |)art  in 
political  affairs.  While  living  in  the  town  of  Wil- 
lou.  he  was  Townshii)  Assessor,  and  he  has  accei)t- 
ably  lillc(l  the  oflice  of  School  Director.  It  would  lie 
but  natiir;il  l(.)  snppiise  that  he  is  interesteil  in  the 
prugri'ss  of  the  cause  of  education  as  well  as  in 
other  civilizing  and  iinproxing  mo\-ements,  and 
sueii  is  the  case.  He  has  for  many  years  been  one 
of  the  largest  catUe  feeders  in  the  county,  and  is 
.also  extensivelv  engaged  in  breeding  English  Shire 
horses.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  he  is  <nie  of  the 
incst  active  business  men  in  this  section  of  Illi- 
nois. 

Ill  conm^ction  with  the  person.al  sketch  of  iMr. 
(inrni'V  we  present  his  portrait,  lo  which  we  invito 
tlu'  reader's  attention.  It  r(>presents  a  man  wlnj, 
together  with  his  family,  stands  high  in  the  rei^ard 
of  others. 

C'^'ilEORtiE  EII>.  The  name  of  this  gentleman 
g-,  is  consijieuous  among  the  old  settlers  of 
Jji  this  county,  in  which  he  began  his  residence 
while  it  was  still  a  part  of  Cook  County  and  he  but 
a  l.ad.  From  the  time  when  he  aecomi)anied  his 
father  here  he  has  been  a  continuous  resident,  and 
has  borne  a  share  in  the  agricultural  development 
which  has  made  the  wilderness  blossom  like  the 
rose,  and  which  makes  of  this  broad  State  one  of 
the  most  prosjierous  commonwealths  of  the  nation. 
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His  beautiful  farm  is  located  on  .seelion  7.  Jackson 
Township,  and  comprises  two  luindredand  seventy- 
two  and  a  lialf  acres,  on  which  good  improvements 
have  licen  made  by  the  present  owner. 

Tiie  parents  of  our  subject  were  Peter  and  Mad- 
alina  (Gilbert)  Kib,  the  former  of  whom  was  born 
in  Lancaster  County.  I'a.  Tlie  early  years  of  their 
wedded  life  were  spent  in  Harrison  County,  Y\'.  Ya., 
whence  they  removed  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  Mrs.  Eib 
dying  in  the  Buckeye  State.  The  family  afterward 
removed  to  Fountain  County,  Ind..  and  in  1833, 
made  settlement  where  George  Eib  now  lives.  The 
father  died  in  this  township  in  l.s.'us.  His  first 
marriage  resulted  in  tiie  birth  of  eight  children,  of 
whom  our  subject  is  the  third  in  order  of  birth. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  born  in 
Clarksburg,  Harrison  County.  W.  Va.,  March  17, 
ISlC.  He  was  ten  years  old  when  his  parents  re- 
moval to  Ohio,  and  seven  yenrs  later  he  accom- 
]KUiied  his  father  to  Illinois.  Farming  has  been 
his  life  work,  and  success  has  attended  his  labors. 
He  has  not  sought  for  olMce,  but  h.as  preferred  the 
Ciuiet  of  his  home  and  the  association  of  his  many 
friends  to  the  rivalries  and  excitements  of  public 
life.  He  is  a  Democrat,  always  ready  to  cast  his 
vote  when  occasion  demands.  Mr.  Kil.  i)ossesses  a 
genial,  social  nature,  and  the  hospitable  spiric  which 
makes  his  society  souglit,  and  by  his  quiet  i)ur- 
snance  of  dut}-  and  honorable  character  he  retains 
the  friendship  of  those  who  are  iiredisi)osed  toward 
him  by  his  social  qualities. 

At  the  home  vf  tlie  bride,  in  .loliet  Townshii), 
.Mav  l!^-  l^^l-l,  tile  rites  of  wedlock  were  celebrated 
between  (ieorge  Eib  and  ^lary  Ann  Zumwalt.  This 
iadv  was  born  in  Adams  County.  Ohio.  January 
31,  1824,  being  the  second  in  a  family  of  fourteen 
brothers  and  ,-isters.  Her  [)arents  were  Joseph 
Zumwalt,  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  Mary  (Ogle) 
Zumwalt,  who  was  born  in  Adams  County.  Ohio. 
Their  wedded  life  began  in  the  Buckeye  State, 
wlunce  they  removed  to  Hancock  County,  Ind., 
and  in  1831  to  this  section,  which  was  then  in- 
cluded in  Cook  CoLUity.  They  settled  in  what  is 
now  Joliet  Township,  continuing  to  reside  there 
until  18-49,  when  they  removed  to  California.  They 
made  their  iioine  <.>n  the  Paeilic  Slope  from  that 
lime,  the  mother  dying  there  in    188a.     Mr.  Zum- 


walt still   survives  at  a  very  advanced  age,  having 
been  l)orn  in  1800. 

It  will  be  hard  to  find  a  woman  who  possesses  a 
greater  number  of  the  qualities  of  ideal  womanliood 
than  Mrs.  Eib,  of  whom  her  husband  can  truly  saj' 
••her  price  is  far  above  rubies."  She  is  the  mother 
of  nine  children,  two  of  whom  died  when  3'oung, 
the  survivors  being  Peter  B.,  Louisa,  Almeda, 
Mary  O.,  Catherine  A.,  (George  J.  W.  and  Jacob 
L.  Peter  and  Louisa  live  in  California,  the  lat- 
ter being  the  wife  of  iVilliam  Ash;  Almeda  is 
the  wife  of  George  Hibner,  of  Grundy  County; 
Marj-  is  the  wife  of  Andrew  Shelly,  of  Nebraska; 
Catherine  and  George  are  yet  at  home,  and  Jacob 
is  farming  in  this  countv. 


\1.  OHN  K.  CASEY,  M.  D.  The  subject  of  this 
notice  bears  the  distinction  of  having  been 
a  resident  of  Joliet  for  the  long  period  of 
thirty  years.  He  came  to  Will  County, 
when  the  city  where  he  now  resides  was  little  more 
than  a  hamlet  and  while  watching  its  growth  and 
progress,  he  has  been  no  unimportant  factor  in 
bringing  it  to  its  present  condition.  As  a  (ihysi- 
cian  and  surgeon,  he  has  made  for  himself  a  good 
record,  while  at  the  same  time  he  has  been  promi- 
nent in  local  affairs  and  now  represents  the  Second 
Ward  as  a  member  of  the  City  Council. 

A  native-born  citizen  of  the  Prairie  State,  Dr. 
Casey  was  born  January  28,  1835,  in  the  town  of 
Mt.  Vernon,  Jefferson  County.  The  name  of  his 
father,  Zadok  Casey,  was  familiar  to  the  peoiile  of 
Hlinois  over  fifty  years  .ago.  he  having  been  Lieu- 
tenant-(!overnor  of  the  State.  The  mother  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Rachael  King.  The  parents 
were  natives  of  Kentucky  and  are  now  deceased. 
Their  family  consisted  of  sever,  children,  four  now 
living. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  pursued  his  studies  in 
the  common  schools  until  a  youth  of  sixteen  years, 
and  was  then  admitted  as  a  student  of  McKendree 
College  at  Lebanon,  111.  After  completing  his 
studies  in  this  institution  he  began  reading  medi- 
cine under  the  instruction  of  Dr.  Charles  A.  Pope, 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


537 


of  St.  Louis.  Mo.  When  siitiiciently  advrmccd  he 
entered  in  1857,  Pope's  Medical  College,  from 
wliieli  in  due  time  lie  was  graduated,  equipped  with 
tiie  knowledge  necessary  to  enter  upon  the  duties 
of  his  chosen  calling. 

The  young  physician  coniinenced  the  prnctit-e  of 
his  profession  at  Olnej",  Kichiand  County,  tins  State, 
but  remained  there  only  a  comparatively  slmrt  time, 
removing  in  18.V.»  to  .loliet.  of  which  he  has  since 
been  a  resident.  In  the  meantime  he  has  built  up 
an  extensive  and  lucrative  practice  and  has  become 
widely  and  favorably  known  to  llie  people  of  Will 
Coui:ty.  He  was  Physician  anil  Surfjcon  at  tiie 
Penitentiary  for  a  jieriod  of  ten  years.  He  is 
prominently  connected  with  the  Will  County  Med- 
ical Societv.  of  which  he  was  at  one  time  the 
President. 

Dr.  Casey  was  married  June  Id.  isn.'i.  at  the 
bride's  home  in  .b.liel.  HI.,  to  Miss  Ada  \  andcr- 
pool,  a  native  of  New  Yi.rlc  City.  Of  this  union 
there  Were  born  foiii- cliildren,  all  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing and  at  home,  namely:  Florida,  who  remains 
with  her  f;ither;  Willis;  Dwight,  wlio  is  attending 
school  in  Delafield.  Wis.,  and  Laura,  who  is  [lursu- 
ing  her  studies  in  Hannibal.  Mo.  Mrs.  Ada  Casey 
departed  this  life  at  her  home  in  Joliet,  July  4, 
188L  The  DocKU-.  politically,  is  a  stanch  Demo- 
crat and  he  finils  his  religicius  luime  in  Christ 
Kpisc<.ipal  Church,  of   Joliet. 


SE^SJi  i^  [|  m  ic%^mm 
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KUAUSE  occupies  a  prominent  and  worthy 
place  among  the  thrifty,  well-to-do  agricul- 
turists of  Will   County,  and  his  well-man- 
1  farm  in  Channahon   Townshij)  attests   to   his 


there  tt)  Watertown,  Wis.,  whcic  lie  was  actixclv 
engaged  in  farming  for  eight  years.  In  IMll  he 
took  a  trip  to  JelTerson  City,  Mo.,  to  survey  the 
country  with  a  view  lo  locating  in  that  vicinity. 
He  lived  there  a  year  but  as  it  was  during  the  war 
he  found  it  not  a  very  agreeabb'  abiding  place  and 
wished  to  move  where  he  could  .secure  greater 
freedom.  He  was  a  member  of  the  militia,  .and 
while  serving  he  was  taken  seriously  ill.  and  as  soon 
as  able  came  to  Joliet  and  w.-is  sii'k  there  for  sev- 
eral months,  but  under  the  skillful  care  of  Dr.  Hays 
he  recovered  in  the  spring  and  then  went  on  a  farm 
on  the  sauu'  settion  wlici'c  he  now  li\es.  renting 
it  for  awhile.  In  IStJS  his  wile  bought  twenty  acres 
of  land  which  they  still  oun.  Ibil  he  did  not  think 
it  sudicient  for  a  farm,  and  in  1S7(I  he  bought  the 
eighty  acres  adjoining,  on  which  he  has  built  up  a 
roomy  and  substantial  home.  His  house  and  barn 
aie  the  result  of  his  own  handiwork,  as  he  was  al- 
w.ays  very  prolicient  in  the  use  of  tools,  and  whde 
living  in  :\Iissouri  followed  the  trade  of  a  carpenter. 
After  coming  here  Jir.  Krausi'  had  the  misfortune 
to  lose  his  wife,  as  she  died  after  giving  birth  to 
llicii-  only  daughter,  Minnie,  who  is  now  tlu'  wife 
of  John  Ilobiu'r.  of  Jackson  Township.  Our  sub- 
ject was  again  married,  taking  for  his  wife  Mi.^s 
So|iliia  Fritz,  of  Watertown.  Wis.,  and  she  has  been 
a  faithful  helpmate  to  him.  .Slic;  came  from  the 
same  |iart  of  (iermaiiy  as  himself,  originally.  They 
have  no  childicn  i.if  their  own,  luit  two  of  Mrs, 
Krause's  neices  have  a  home  with  them,  Alvina  and 
I.ena  Diuhain,  children  of  Mrs.  Krause's  sisicr. 

Mr.  Iviaiise  is  a  very  intelligent  gentleman  and 
is  well  iiosled  in  .all  the  lairrcut  events  of  the  day. 
He  .and  his  wife  are  whole-souled,  kind-hearted  peo- 
ple, and  their  i)leasant  home,  about  eiglit  miles  from 
Joliet,  is  the  seat  of  true  hospitality.     Although  of 


skill  and  success  as  a  farmer.  Oursubject  was  born  j  foreign  birth,  Mr.  Krause  lakes  a  patriotic  interest 
in  the  Province  of  15radenburg,  about  eighty  miles  in  his  adopted  country  and  is  a  Iiepublican  in  pol- 
east  of  Berlin,  German^-,  November  2,  1S29.  Ik- 
was  there  reared  and  received  excellent  educational 
advantages,  his  father  desiring  him  to  attend  col- 
lege. Our  subject  did  not  care  for  that,  however. 
as  his  ambition  lay  in  another  direction,  and  shortly 
after  his  marriage,  in  1856,  to  Miss  Hatlie  Sabath, 
he  came  to  America  to  try  his  fortunes  in  this  land 
of  |)romise.      He  lirst  went  to  .Milwaukee  and   from 


itics,  his  experience  with  the  Democratic  party  hav- 
ing been  such  as  to  make  him  lose  contidcnice  in 
its  methods  fi'om  the  start.  lie  says,  while  in 
Milwaukee,  when  Buchanan  was  running  for  the 
Presidency,  liie  Democratic  politicians  tried  to 
in.ake  him  vote  in  the  Sixth  Ward,  although  he 
w,as  not  a  resident  of  that  part  of  the  city  and 
was    not,   in    fact,    a    legal  voter,    not    having  olj- 
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tained  his  iialmalization  papers.  Another  German 
asked  him  why  he  would  not  vote,  and  remarked 
that  he  had  Vdled  six  times  that  day  and  got  a 
glass  of  l.ieer  eaeli  time.  When  Lincoln  was  the 
Presidential  candidate,  our  subject  was  a  legal  voter 
and  was  at  that  time  working  for  a  Democrat. 
Both  being  busy  in  the  cornfield  they  paired  off, 
each  agreeing  not  to  vote.  Towards  evening  his 
employer  made  an  excuse  to  go  to  the  house,  and 
there  got  on  a  swift  liorse.  rode  to  town  and  voted 
just  before  the  polls  closed,  thus  cheating  Jlr. 
Krause  out  of  his  vote.  His  personal  contact  with 
the  same  part}-  during  his  stay  in  jNIissouri,  in  the 
excitement  (hiring  the  war. only  served  to  strengthen 
his  prejudice  ayainst  it. 


rKXRY  II.  LR'IITEXWALTKR.      In  noting 
"^'   the  leading   incidents   in  the   life    record  of 
this   gentleman,    wlio    is   numbered    aniDiig 

'(Jg);  the  leading  men  in  Flnrence  Townsliiii,  we 
find  that  he  was  born  in  Stark  C(:>vintv.  Olih).  Au- 
gust l'S.  1.s:!;3,  and  is  a  son  (,'f  Sohnnou  arid  Cather- 
ine (llane)  Lichtenwalt?r,  wh(.>  were  Imtli  ilescen- 
diiits  of  highly  respectable  families.  Solomon 
Lichtemvaller  was  born  in  Adams  County,  Pa.,  in 
1797.  He  emigrated  to  Ohio  when  a  young  man, 
locating  in  Stark  Counts',  and  secured  a  faiiu  uiion 
which  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  pi'obabiy 
about  fifty  years.  He  w-as  a  plain,  unassuming 
citizen,  conscientious  in  his  dealings  with  his  fel- 
low-men, and  one  who  enjoyed  the  esteem  and 
comfidence  of  all  who  knew  him. 

The  father  of  our  subject  started  in  life  a  [loor 
lioy  and  obtained  a  foothold,  financially,  working 
out  b}-  the  month  and  day.  He  became  well-to-do 
in  later  j'cars.  and  was  a  member  in  good  standing 
of  the  Lutheran  Cluireli.  in  whose  welfare  and 
prosperity  he  to<_ik  a  warm  interest,  engaging  ac- 
tivelv  in  religious  work  and  giving  to  the  church 
a  liberal  support.  He  was  one  cif  the  few  who 
were  instrumental  in  the  erection  of  the  church 
edifice  in  Jackson  Townshi|i,  Siaik  County,  and 
assisted  in  upholding  the  society  when   at   times  it 

was  liable  to  be  dismembered.      Politically,  he  was 


a  stanch  Democrat  from  the  first  to  the  last  of  his 
voting  days,  but  aside  from  this  did  not  meddle 
with  public  affairs.  He  departed  this  life  at  the 
old  homestead  in  188,5.  His  father  was  Abraham 
Lichteuwalter,  likewise  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  of  Cierman  extraction.  The  latter  died  in 
Ohio,  and  his  remains  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  eem- 
eter_v  in  Canton. 

ftlrs.  Catherine  Lichteuwalter,  the  mother  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  Lebanon  County,  Pa., 
about  180G.  She  died  in  1860,  aged  about  fifty- 
four  years,  in  Stark  Count}',  Ohio.  She  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Christian  Hane,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and 
who  spent  his  last  years  in  Ohio.  To  the  parents 
of  our  subject  there  was  born  a  family  of  fourteen 
children,  eight  of  wlioni  lived  to  mature  years; 
Samuel  is  a  farmer  and  carpenter  and  lives  at  Mc- 
Donaldsville,  Ohio;  !\Iary  became  the  wife  of  Sam- 
uel llraucher,  a  fruMncr  of  Stark  County,  Ohio, 
and  is  di'ceascd ;  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Martin 
Met/.,  a  farmer  and  carpenter  of  Elwood,  this 
county;  .lohn,  a  fanner  and  carpenter,  also  lives 
atHlwood;  M'illiam  pursues  the  same  calling  in 
Manhattan.'  this  State;  Henry  H..  our  sidiject,  is 
the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Christian  carries  on 
farming  and  cari>enteiing  in  Thayer  County,  Neb. ; 
.Vmanda  is  the  wife  of  \VilliaQ)  Young,  a  farmer 
of  Stark  County.  Ohio.  The  other  six  children 
died    in   infancy. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  one  of  the 
voungcr  membei's  of  the  paiental  family,  and 
was  reared  at  the  old  homestead  in  his  native 
cDuntv.  where  like  several  of  his  brothers,  he 
Icnrned  both  carpentering  and  farming.  He  re- 
mained with  his  father  until  1856,  then  decided 
upon  seeking  his  fortunes  in  the  farther  West,  and 
coming  to  this  county  followed  carpentering  for 
a  year  or  so.  and  tlien,  about  1860,  purch.ased 
eight}' acres  of  laud  on  section  11,  .lackson  Town- 
ship. He  gave  his  attention  to  the  improvement 
and  cultivation  of  this  until  186'J.  then  removed 
to  his  ju'esent  farm,  which  comprises  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres,  and  is  located  on  section  1. 
He  also  owns  one  hundre;''  and  sixty  acres  ad- 
joining, the  latter  lying  oi.  section  G,  Wilton 
Townslu'ii,  and  he  has  eighty  acres  on  section  31, 
Manhattan  Township,  besides  another  quarter  sec- 
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tioii  elsewhere  in  tliul  towusliip.  In  uiMilimi  lie 
has  eighty  ncrcs  on  seetioii  •_'.'),  Jaeksoii  'I'owii- 
sliip  ami   one   Imndred  and    foiiy    acres  on   section 

Mr.  i.iehtenwaiter  lieyan  life  at  the  f'<iot  of 
the  ladder  and  has  ai'cuniulaled  his  i)ro|ierty  hy 
his  own  \inaided  efforts.  He  was  nnuU'  inti- 
niatelv  ai-qn.aiiited  with  hanl  work  at  an  early 
period  in  his  life  .and  foiined  Ihc  haliit  of  eeon- 
omy  and  [irndenee  wliich  li.ave  lieiai  the  seca'el  of 
his  later  success.  Since  lieconiini;  a  votei'  he  has 
given  his  allegiance  to  the  Repniilican  party. 
He  served  one  term  as  Sn|]ervisor  of  Florence 
Township,  and  with  his  family  is  prominently 
connei-ted  with  the  Kvangclic.al  Cliuich. 

The  snlijcct  of  this  notii'e  wtis  mai'ricd  Sep- 
tember 2,  l,S,",,s,  to  Miss  Leah  (iciss,  of  .lackson 
Tuwnshij).  This  lady  was  horn  in  1 S3S,  in  Leli- 
anon  County.  I'a..  to  .lohn  and  Erii  (iciss.  the  for- 
mer of  whom  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and 
who  eame  to  IlliiK.iis  in  LS.iiL  He  is  still  living. 
iiinking  his  lunne   willi  our  sulijeet. 

(»f  the  children  horn  to  i\Ir.  .and  .Mrs.  Lidi- 
tHii waiter,  the  eldest,  a  daughter,  .ALirtha,  died 
when  six  weeks  old  ;  Orlando  is  unm.iiried  and  re- 
m.ains  with  liis  [larents;  Franklin  married  i\Iiss 
Ella  Kirkham.  has  two  children,  Floyd  .and  Bue- 
lali.  and  is  oeeiipit-d  at  farming  in  Wilton  Town- 
ship; Harvey  died  when  twi'uty-live  years  old; 
Albert  and  Frances  are  unmarried  and  living  at 
home;  ALiry  and  Owen  died  at  tli<'  ages  of  three 
auil  two  years  respectively.  The  next  child  dieil 
at  birth;   John   and  Addle  are  at  home. 


\l^  ENRY  C.  WASSMANN  is  the  owner  and 
|r  j;  occupant  of  a  fine  property  on  section  2i>. 
%yf!>'  Crete  Township,  consisting  of  two  hundred 
(&)'  and  twenty-five  acres  of  land  marked  with 
the  improvements  that  are  generally  to  he  found 
on  the  estates  of  men  of  enterprise.  A  full  line  of 
substantial  buildings'  stands  upon  it,  and  it  is  well 
stocked  with  farm  animals  and  useful  machinery, 
together  with  the  household  conveniences  which 
properly  accompany  a  well-ai  ranged  establishmenl. 


This  farm  has  been  the  home  of  Mr.  Wassmann 
about  twenty  years  and  has  been  owned  by  him 
since  the  death  of  his  f.atlier  in  lS7."j.  He  has  made 
most  of  the  im|irovements  and  is  successfully-  pros- 
ecuting  the  laliors  of  a  general  farmer. 

In  the  Kingdom  of  Hanover,  which  forms  ;l 
jiart  of  the  (o'lnianic  Confederal  ion,  Christoph 
Wa-sm;iiiii.  the  lather  of  our  subject,  was  born.  He 
niariied  .Mi>s  .Sopliia  Kobe,  who  was  liorn  and 
reared  in  the  s.ame  Kingdom,  and  soon  afterward 
set  out  with  his  bride  for  America.  Tlic\'  landed 
at  New  \t)iU  and  made  a  settlement  in  the  t'oun- 
try  near  Ihe  metropolis,  but  a  few  years  later  re- 
moved to  Lake  County,  liid.  Loc;it,ing  on  a  farm 
al  lininswiek,  Mr.  \\'a>sni:inu  coul  iiiueil  the  farm 
labors  to  which  he  had  been  icai'ed  in  his  native 
land,  rem.aining  in  that  locality  until  about  l.sTO, 
when  he  canu^  to  Illinois.  He  purchased  the  farm 
now  owned  by  his  si_ui,  our  sulijeet.  and  here 
breatluMl  his  last  when  lifty-two  years  of  age.  His 
wife  survived  him  I  woyc.ars.dying  at  her  home  when 
she  also  w.as  about  lifty-two  years  old.  Both  were 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church  and  well  known 
to  the  lH■,^t  peo|)le  of  the  townshi|).  .M i'. Wassmann 
was  a  practical  and  h.ard-working  farmer,  and  was 
a  Hue  specimen  of  (Jeiinan  citizenshi|). 

Of  the  three  childieu  born  to  his  parents,  our 
subject  is  tli(>  only  one  now  living.  He  opened  his 
eyes  to  the  light  in  the  Km|iire  Slate.  March  17, 
lis.VK  :ui<l  w.as  iiuite  young  when  his  parents  re- 
nnjved  to  Indiana,  and  not  yet  of  age  when  th.ey 
liecame  residents  of  this  State.  His  education  was 
completed  ii!  the  German  schools  of  this  county 
and  he  assisted  his  father  in  the  labors  of  the  home 
continuing  the  work  begun  Ijy  his  parent,  when, 
by  that  parent's  death,  he  inherited  the  estate.  He 
follows  the  example  and  teaching  of  his  parents 
in  being  a  consistent  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  to  which  his  estimable  wife  also  belongs. 
In  polities  he  is  a  sound  Reimblican. 

At  the  lunne  of  the  bride,  in  this  township,  He- 
cemher  10,  187  1,  Mr. Wassmann,  of  whom  we  write, 
becanu'  the  husband  of  Miss  Sophia  Meier.  This 
lady  was  born  in  this  township  P'ebruary  20,  18,')t, 
aiul  is  the  oldest  daughter  of  .lohn  O.  Meier  (of 
whom  see  sketch).  She  was  educated  in  Crete  and 
was  the   recipient  of  careful   home  training  by    her 
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parents,  acquiring  useful  and  upright  habits.  Her 
union  with  our  subject  lias  been  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  seven  cliildren.  and  none  of  the  interesting 
group  are  rai:<sing  from  tlie  lionie.  Tiiey  are 
named  respectively:  Millie,  John.  Herman.  Ada. 
Henry,  Frederick  and  Louis. 


IMUX  MILLiaj,  a  prominent  citizen  of 
iVLuiee  Township,  lias  held  an  iniixirtant 
lace  am<ing  tlic  business  men  of  Will 
County  for  several  3'ears,  and  lias  aiiled  in 
putting  it  upon  a  sound  financial  basis,  and  is  one 
of  its  best  civic  officials.  He  was  born  in  Kaisers- 
Lautcm.  in  tlie  Province  of  Bavaria.  October  1), 
1  s;i4,  Ids  liirtiiiilacc  beini;  near  the  Kiver  Rliine. 
Ills  parents.  Ocorgc  an<l  Veronii^a  (  Inihoff)  Miller), 
were  both  nati\cs  of  llavaria.  the  fathei'  boi'ii  Sep- 
tember 1(1.  ISOO,  and  the  mother  ilay  4.  ISOI. 
Tiiey  came  to  the  I'niled  States  in  tlie  spring  of 
l.Siy.  and  located  in  Cook  County,  living  in  Chi- 
cago for  three  or  four  years.  Mr.  Miller  was  su- 
perintendent of  a  large  lumber  trade  in  tlu'  old 
c(.iuntrv,  and  subseijueii'ly  was  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness on  the  southeast  corner  of  Clinton  and  Madi- 
son Streets.  He  bought  a  buihling  on  Clark  Street 
for  n'.'i'b  and  moveil  it  across  the  river,  about  ISJO, 
the  removal  beiiiu  made  <jii  a  tlat-l)oat;  the  build- 
inii'  is  still  standing  in  Chicago.  .'Mr.  Miller  then 
took  up  his  residence  in  the  town  of  Richton,  wher^ 
his  death  oceurred.  He  and  his  wife  were  con- 
sistent members  of  the  Evangelical  Protestant 
Church,  and  took  an  active  part  in  its  work.  They 
had  ten  cliihlren,  and  the  following  seven  came  to 
the  I'nited  States:  Catherine,  Frederick,  Adam. 
Simon,  Lena.  Louis;i  and  Henrietta. 

The  son,  of  whom  we  write,  at  fifteen  years  of 
age  >vas  apprentici'd  lo  learn  the  trade  of  a  tin  and 
coppersmith,  and  worked  ;it  that  tvn  years.  Then 
tidinu  to  Uichton  he  built  the  Richton  House,  and 
for  three  oi'  four  ye.ars  >vas  (Uigaiied  as  a  hotel 
kct'per.  He  then  bought  a  line  stoic  in  Madison, 
which  he  managed  till  1^117.  when  he  came  to  Mo- 
uce,  and  with    Conrad  Tatge   and   August   Ilerliert 


established  himself  in  the  general  merchandising 
business,  and  was  extensively  engaged  in  buying 
grain,  under  the  firm  name  of  Tatge.  Miller  ik  Her- 
bert. They  were  together  some  j'ears,  but  after 
1877  he  was  alone.  In  September,  1888,  he  turned 
over  his  business,  which  had  greatly  increased  un- 
der his  able  management,  to  his  son  and  son-in-law. 
He  has  acquired  a  good  deal  of  valuable  property. 
He  owns  two  farms,  containing  two  hundred  acres, 
in  Will  County,  and  has  ,an  interest  in  his  former 
business,  owning  two  elevators.  He  is  also  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  store  building,  and  has  a  fine  resi- 
dence and  a  store  where  he  lives,  besides  has 
property  in  Chicago,  on  the  corner  of  Webster  and 
r.urling  Streets,  also  a  building  on  Orchard  Street, 
and  has  residence  [iroperty  in  that  city  worth  about 
-s-i.').llOO. 

Mr.  Miller  has  Iniilt  np  a  beautiful  lioiiie.  and  the 
hidv  who  [iresides  over  it  became  his  wife  January 
1'.),  IM.'jG.  the  ceremony  that  made  them  one  being 
performed  in  Chicago.  Mrs.  Miller's  maiden  name 
was  Eliztibeth  r>el)|)erling.  and  she  was  born  in 
New  York  Citv,  February  V.K  1«40.  the  only 
daughter  of  John  (^leorge  and  Johanna  (Paul  )  Be|)- 
perling.  In  1842  she  came  to  Chicago  with  her 
|iareiits.  where  the  f:ither  died,  and  the  mother 
inariii'd  .loliu  Davis,  whci  became  a  pioneer  of 
the  city,  he  building  the  lirst  brick  house  on  the 
North  Side,  located  mar  the  old  Lake  House.  He 
was  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  first  Ma- 
sonic Lodge  ill  Chicago.  He  was  of  English  birth, 
and  came  to  the  I'niled  States  in  1812,  rather  un- 
willim;ly,hc  having  tieen  captured  by  an  American 
[irivateer.  He  took  an  active  part  in  the  famous 
Bhick  Hawk  War.  He  came  to  this  country  with- 
out any  means,  but  at  his  death  left  a  large  prop- 
ertv.  The  hap))}'  wedded  life  of  our  subject  and 
his  estimable  wife  has  resulted  to  them  in  the  birth 
of  live  children,  two  now  living — Marj' and  George 
S.  Their  daughter  is  the  wife  of  F.  J.  Sanchez, 
who  was  born  in  the  same  room  of  the  same  house 
in  which  our  subject  was  born.  His  father,  Franz 
Sanchez,  was  a  native  of  the  same  place,  the  son  of 
a  Spaniard,  who  was  an  officer  in  the  Spanish 
arn'.y.  He  was  captured  by  Napoleon  and  taken 
tt)  (lermany  a  prisoner,  and  after  the  war  settled 
there.     He  subsequently  came  to  the  I'nited  States, 
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find  passed  tlie  reinaindev  of  his  lift'  in  Iowa.  Some 
of  liis  children  bore  an  honorable  pari  in  the  kite 
war. 

Mr.  Miller  has  had  the  niakini;  of  his  own  for- 
tnne.  as  he  beii'.an  life  without  a  ih_)llar  he  could 
call  his  own.  IJy  the  quiet  force  nf  |iersisteiil 
effort,  directed  by  wise  discrelidii  ami  conslanl  de- 
votion til  duty,  lie  has  left  poverty  f.ar  behind,  and 
to-day  is  a  woalth\'  man,  with  an  assured  income 
from  his  handsome  property.  He  luis  always  been 
closelj'  identified  with  the  pidilic  life  of  AVill 
County  since  lie  took  up  his  residence  here.  Wliilc 
livinij  in  Kichton  he  was  Township  Clerk  thi-onoh 
the  war.  at  Madison  he  was  Postmaster,  and  .-^ince 
coming-  here  lie  has  borne  a  prominent  pari  in  the 
management  of  the  public  affairs  of  township  and 
count}-.  lie  ser\ed  as  a  member  ami  also  as  the 
President  of  the  Pxiard  of  'I'l'iistces  a  number  of 
years,  and  is  now  serving  his  third  term  .as  Super- 
visor of  Monee.  and  is  one  of  tlu'  most  able  men 
holding  that  ottice  on  the  Countj'  IJoanl.  In  poli- 
tics he  has  ever  been  a  firm  Democrat  of  the  Doug- 
las order,  and  his  high  standing  in  the  county  is 
.apparent  when  it  is  considered  that  he  is  tlie  rep- 
resentative of  a  Republican  stronghold. 


■^l  W.  SLAUOIIT.  JI.  I).  During  the  com- 
(,@#Jj*     iiaratively  brief  time  in  which  Dr.  Slanght 

l\\  14  has  been  located  in  Joliet,  having  settled 
^  here  in  Septemlier,  1888,  he  has  built  up  a 

fine  practice,  and  is  rapidly  acquiring  an  enviable 
reinitation  iis  a  physician  and  surgeon.  He  is  com- 
paratively' a  young  man,  having  been  born  July  G, 
18.5.5.  and  his  native  [ilace  is  in  the  vicinit}- of 
Watkin's  'Men.  N.  Y.  His  father,  Abram  Slaught, 
was  .also  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  where  he 
was  reared  to  manhood  and  married  to  Miss  Helen 
Hailley,  of  Schuyler  County. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  and  reared 
near  the  childhood  home  of  her  husband.  The 
father  is  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  was  also  the 
proprietor  of  a  fonndr}'  and  machine  shop  at  Wat- 
kin's  (Uen.  A.  W..  our  subject,  sojourned  there 
with  his  parents  until  a  youth  of  sixteen  years,  at- 


tending the  public  schools.  He  then  entered  Col- 
gate Academy  and  later  was  a  student  of  Madison 
Universitv.  frtiiu  which  lu'  was  duly  gi'aduated. 
For  two  years  afterward  he  was  employed  in  the 
Hamilton  p(jst-ofiice,  but  in  the  meantime  he  util- 
ized his  leisure  hours  in  the  study  of  medicin(!. 
Later  he  eniii;rated  to  Maiipiette,  Jlicli.,  where  ho 
engaged  in  leaching  and  in  oilier  occupations,  but 
all  this  time  he  had  in  view  the  medical  profession 
ami  for  this  he  Labored. 

in  due  time  vouul;  Slaught.  to  his  great  satisfac- 
tion, eiiterc(|  the  Chicago  Homeopathic  Medical 
Colle;^e.  Iiec'oming  a  nu'inber  of  the  class  of  "83, 
and  while  pursuing  his  studies  also  engaged  in 
practice  ami  as  a  iiiiisc,  linally  filling  the  position 
of  |iri.ifcs>ioiial  nurse  for  some  time  in  Chicago. 
He  was  graduated  from  tlii' above-named  institution 
in  Feliruary.  lf<>>7.  and  for  a  lime  Miereafter  al- 
tended  to  the  liusiness  of  one  of  the  old  physicians 
who  was  away  on  his  vacation.  Subse(|uently  he 
repeateil  the  same  .at  Uraidwood.  this  <-ouiit3'.  and 
in  the  meantime  he  visited  his  niotlu-r  in  Florida, 
where  her  de.atli  took  place  in  April,  issi);  she  was 
then  severity-one  years  old. 

rpon  coming  to  .ioliel  Dr.  Sl.aiight  eiigage<l  in 
practice  with  Dr.  Campbell,  one  of  its  (>ldest  and 
most  prominent  iihysicians  and  they  made  a  spe- 
cialty of  the  diseases  of  women,  doing  at  the  same 
time  a  large  amount  of  surgical  woi-k.  This  part- 
nership still  eonti.'iues.  although  Dr.  Campbell  is  at 
present  (1800)  in  California.  Dr.  Slaught,  socially, 
belongs  to  the  Independent  TJrder  of  Odd  Fellows, 
of  .loliet,  and  it  is  predicted  that  not  onlj'  as  a  phy- 
sician and  surgeon,  but  as  a  member  of  the  com- 
inuiiily.  he  is  destined  in  the  near  future  to  make 
his  mark. 


ICHAFL  UAI'PLE.  The  farming  com- 
,11  i\  munit3'  of  .Joliet  Townslii|)  recognizes  a 
worthy  representative  in  the  subject  of 
this  notice,  who  pursues  the  even  tenor  of 
his  way  at  a  well-developed  farm  on  section  7.  .and 
who  exercises  a  considerable  inlhieuce  in  his  com- 
munity. He  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  its  most  re- 
liable men,  and  lias   held    the  various    local  odices, 
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serving  as  Commissioner  of  Highways  six  years, 
also  as  School  Director,  and  in  politics  is  a  Demo- 
crat. He  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  to  which  he  and  his  estimable  wife  belong. 
attending  services  at  Juliet. 

In  noting  the  antecedents  of  our  subject  we  find 
tliat  he  is  the  snii  of  Samuel  liapple,  a  native  of 
what  WHS  then  the  French  I'ruvince  of  Alsace,  but 
which  !-.ow  belungs  to  Germany.  The  mother  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Barbara  Anser.  She  was  a 
native  of  ''tiie  same  village  as  her  husband,  where 
they  were  married  and  lived  for  several  years  after- 
wanl.  In  bs  lO  they  decided  upon  emigrating  to 
America,  and  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  the  spring  of 
the  year,  coming  directly  to  Will  County,  HI.,  and 
Settling  in  .Tolit-t.  The  father  occupied  himself  as 
a  farmer,  and  tiled  there  in  the  spring  of  1SG7. 
The  mother  survived  her  husband  a  number  of 
years,  dying  at  the  home  of  lier  son.  our  subject, 
about  1885. 

To  Samuel  liapple  and  his  good  wife  there  was 
born  a  family  of  live  children,  the  eldest  of  whom 
was  he  whose  name  heads  this  sketch.  He  was  u 
native  of  the  same  province  as  his  parents,  and  was 
born  August  2.").  ls;:;3.  He  was  a  lail  of  thirteen 
years  when  the  family  emigrated  to  America,  and 
be  sojourned  with  them  about  four  3'ears  thereafter. 
In  the  spring  of  1S.')0,  when  a  youth  of  seventeen 
years,  he  started  for  California,  joining  the  caravan 
which  was  hastening  thither  in  search  of  gold. 
After  an  absence  of  about  eighteen  months  he  was 
content  to  return  home,  and  thereafter  followed 
the  [leaccful  pursuits  of  farm  life.  In  addition  to 
this  he  has  also  been  considerably  interested  in 
buying  and  shijjping  horses,  especially  during  the 
war  and  for  some  time  afterward. 

Mr.  Rapple  was  married,  in  Chicago,  111.,  Sep- 
tember 4,  18.53.  to  .Miss  Antoinette  Trentel.  This 
ladv  was  also  a  native  of  the  Province  of  Alsace, 
and  was  born  iMa_v  7,  1832.  Her  [larents  were  of 
German  ancestry,  and  are  now  deceased.  She  came 
to  j\  merica  with  her  parents  about  181G,  and  of 
her  union  with  our  subject  there  have  been  born 
six  children,  viz.:  Teresa.  Loui-a.  Mary  (the  wife 
of  .lohn  Kiep).  William.  Anna  and  .Ii.iseph.  The 
five  unmarried  children  remain  at  home  with  their 
parents.      Mr.   KapiUe.  about    1MG7,    purchased    his 


present  farm,  which  comf  rises  two  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  choice  land,  npon  which  he  has 
j  effected  good  improvements.  He  has  been  indus- 
trious, frugal  and  temperate,  and  has  acquired  a 
competency. 

I  lyiLLIAM  LYMv.  The  village  of  New 
'V  A//  Lenox  has  lieen  the  home  of  this  gentle- 
W^  man  siiice  1873,  at  which  time  he  removed 
from  the  farm  on  which  he  had  been  residing.  He 
was  born  in  Coluinliia  County,  ]S'.  Y.  .September 
•_'U.  l."^21.  and  came  to  this  country  with  his  father. 
The  parental  history  is  includeil  in  the  sketch  of 
Stant(jn   Lynk.  which    will    l)e    found  elsewhere  in 

I  this  book.  Realizing  that  it  is  not  good  for  man 
to  live  alone,   he   of   whom    we   write  took  to  him- 

I    self   a    wife  Septeinl)er  Hi,  is.jl,  the  marriage  cer- 

j  emoiiy  being  performed  at  the  bride's  home  in 
New  I^eiiox  Townshil). 

The  lady  who  Ijocame  the  wife  of  our  subject 
was  known  in  her  maidenhood  as  Miss  Chaslina 
lliigg.     She  belongs  to  a  most  honorable  family  and 

I  in  her  own  person  exhibits  many  estimable  qualities 
and    W(.imanly   virtues.     She    was  born  in  Winhall, 

;  IJeiiningtoii  County,  Vt..  Septemlier  4,  1834,  and 
is  the  eldest  of  three  children  born  to  her  parents- 
Her  wedded  life  was  begun  near  the  village  of  New 
Lenox  .and  for  over  twentj'  3'ears  she  and  her  hus- 
band remained  upon  their  rural  estate. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Lynk  was  J.ason  Hugg,  a 
native  of  New  IIami)shire,  born  August  15,  1806, 
and  her  mother  was  Lydia  Mellen,  who  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Winhall.  Bennington  Count}-,  Vt., 
November  IK.  18(i:».  The  couple  were  mar- 
ried in  18.';2,  and  at  once  settler!  in  Bennington 
Cminty,  of  the  Green  Mountain  State,  where  the.y 
remained    four   years.     They  then    changed    tlieir 

'  residence  to  Will  County,  111.,  making  their  home 
in  New  Lenox  Township,  where  Mr.  Ruggdeparted 
this  life  February  10,1873.  He  was  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  fifteen  years,  known  and  honored  of 
ireii  for  his  upright  character,  reliable  citizenship, 
and  active  intellig<'nce.      lie  belonged  to  the  Meth- 

1    odist    Kpisco[ial    Church,  and    took   an   active  part 
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in  the  good  work  of  that  organization.  His  widow 
is  identified  with  the  same  religious  boils'.  I'.eside 
Mrs.  Lynk  of  tiiis  notice,  tlie  family  of  ;\Ir.  and 
Mrs.  Riigg  included  John  .T.,  who  lives  in  South 
Evanston.  Cook  County,  liorn  September  IG, 
1838,  and  Olivia  O..  wife  of  Tunis  Lynk.  who  died 
in  New  Lenox,  June  19,  1881.  John  J.  Rugg, 
married  Jane  Simmons,  October  11,  18C0,  and  lived 
on  the  old  home  place  until  1889,  when  he  moved 
to  Evanston  and  is  now  engaged  in  the  real-estate 
liusiness  in  the  city  of  Chicago. 


EX.  CHRISTOPHER  PATRICK  FOSTER, 
Pastor  of  the  Sacred  Heart  Catholic  Church, 
ii  \\\  of  Joliet,  was  born  in  Manchester,  England, 
^^:  August  24,  185").  He  is  a  son  of  Edward 
and  Mary  J.  (Haley)  Foster,  nativcsof  Ireland  who 
cauie  to  America  in  ISfi.').  Their  first  home  in  the 
I'nited  States  was  at  lJnsli\ille,  Ind.,  whence  they 
ronovcd  to  IndiaiiapoHs.  where  the  father  lias 
gainid  [iroininence  as  a  ineri-hanl  tailor.  He  has 
a  large  establishment  of  his  own.  employing  quite 
a  iiuiiil)er  of  men,  turning  out  excellent  work,  and 
loiiducling  his  affairs  according  to  the  most  honor- 
able luisiness  methods.  He  is  the  father  of  seven 
chihlreii.  of  whom  I''ather  C.  P.  Foster  is  the  first- 
liorn. 

Father  Foster  began  his  studies  in  1870,  at  Bard- 
stown,  Ky.,  in  the  old  ecclesiastical  establishment 
of  that  place  so  justly-  celebrated  among  Catholics 
for  its  thoroughness.  From  tliere  he  went  to  the 
Jesuit  College  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in  1871,  after- 
ward entering  Mt.  St.  Mar3''s  Seminar}'  of  tlie  West, 
in  Cincinnati,  where  he  completed  his  studies,  iiav- 
ing  attended  there  nine  years.  He  then  spent  a  year 
as  an  instructor  in  the  advanced  course  of  rhetoric 
and  belles  lettres  at  ISourbonnais  Grove,  Kankakee 
County,  111.,  in  St.  Viateur's  College,  an  institution 
ranking  among  the  best  in  the  State. 

On  June  24,  1881,  Father  Foster  was  appointed 
Assistant  Priest  at  St.  John's  Church,  at  the  corner 
of  Eighteenth  and  Clark  Streets.  Chicago,  under  the 
venerated  and  respected  Rev.  John  Waldron.  one 
of  the  oldest  and  most  honined  priests  of  the  arch- 


diocese. He  received  his  appointment  as  pastor  of 
the  Sacred  Heart  Church,  in  Joliet,  and  assumed 
charge  of  the  parish,  September  28,  1888.  His  ser- 
vices are  recognized  as  earnest  and  faithful,  and  he 
is  doing  a  fine  work  among  his  people.  Respect  is 
entertained  for  hiui  b}'  all  classes,  his  scholarly 
attainments  making  him  a  fit  companion  of  the 
cultured  people  of  Joliet,  and  his  devotion  to  the 
work  which  he  has  taUen  up"  commanding  admir- 
ation. 

A  lithographic  portrait  of  Father  Foster  will  be 
noticed  elsewhere  in  this  volume,  and  will  be  valued 
not  onlj'  among  his  own  iiarishoners,  but  by  all 
who  know  him. 


KoPOLl)  iXErKU.  This  gentleman  has 
been  a  resident  of  Joliet  since  187.3,  and 
ranks  among  her  successful  citizens.  He 
oivns  productive  property  and  is  largely  interested 
in  building  and  loan  stock.  He  is  a  son  of  George 
and  \\'al|iurga  Neuer.  and  was  born  in  P)avaria, 
(icniKiiiy.  .luue  8.  1821).  In  his  native  land  he 
followed  the  trade  of  a  wagon-maker,  luit  during 
the  last  six  years  of  his  life  in  Gei'many  the  hard- 
ships and  |>rivations  of  a  soldier  were  his  [lortiou, 
his  time  being  spent  in  the  arm\'.  On  the  24th  of 
February.  1857.  he  landed  in  New  York,  dr.awn 
tliither  by  glowing  accounts  of  the  possibilities  of- 
fered in  the  New  World  and  thoroughly  tired  of 
the  rigors  and  contracted  oi)|)ortunities  of  the  old. 
(4oing  directly  to  Chicago,  IMr.  Neuer  took  up 
his  trade  of  wagon-making,  but  after  three  months 
went  to  Manistee,  Mich.,  and  worked  in  a  sawmill. 
Returning  to  Chicago  he  succeeded  in  spending 
what  money  he  had  accumulated,  after  which  his 
next  move  was  to  go  upon  a  farm,  where  he  re- 
niained  until  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil 
War.  >U)ved  by  patriotic  impulses  which  strongly 
contr.asted  with  the  feelings  which  were  his  when 
he  entered  the  military  service  of  the  Fatherland, 
he  enlisted  November  1.  1S(12.  in  the  T'lirtccnlh 
Illinois  Cavalry.  After  eleven  montlis  spent  with 
that   command   he  re-enlisted  as  a  memlier  of   Bat- 
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tery  D,  First  Illinois  ArUller3\  With  this  com- 
maud  he  remained  nineteen  mouths,  making  a  good 
record  as  a  soldier,  his  previous  discipline  in  the 
German  army  being  of  avail  in  giving  him  a  vivid 
understanding  of  orders  and  a  readiness  in  fulfill- 
iug  tlieiu  which  a  raw  recruit  would  scarcely  have. 
Wherever  his  battery  was  engaged  there  he  was 
funuil  always  ready  for  duty. 

Aftei-  llu'  war  was  over  Mr.  Neuer  returned  to 
Chicago,  where  in  ISdo,  he  was  united  in  m.arriage 
witli  Mrs.  Kicluirn.  He  opened  a  saloon-  in  Madi- 
Mjii.  Cooii  Ci.iunty.  but  in  a  few  years  took  up  his 
nLu.ide  in  Joliet.  He  belongs  to  liartelson  Post, 
No.  i!.  (i.  A.  R.,  to  the  iSharp-shooter's  organiza- 
liou,  and  to  tlie  Kreiger-Verein  or  German  .Soldier 
Society. 

lS^^IIOMAS  H.  HUTCHIN.S.  The  business  of 
//v^  a  patent  solicitor  is  one  requiring  a  thorough 
v^'  understanding  of  the  methods  of  procedure, 
and  the  duties  of  which  are  not  generally  under- 
taken by  tlic  ordinary  attorney.  Of  this  Mr. 
Ilutchins  makes  a  specialty  and  has  established 
therein  a  wide  and  enviable  reputation.  He  is 
thoroughly  equipped  for  this  line  of  practice,  h.av- 
iiig  a  large  lilirary  of  works  bearing  on  this  special 
brancli.  Mr.  Ilutchins  is  however  engaged  in  a 
large  general  law  practice,  and  gives  special  atten- 
tion to  probate  business. 

The  sulijcct  of  this  notice,  a  native  of  Saratoga 
County,  N.  Y.,  was  born  April  2,  liSoO,  and  is  the 
son  of  William  II.,  and  Hannah  (Clements)  Ilutch- 
ins. who  were  natives  of  New  York.  His  father, 
\Villiain  II.  Hutcliins  followed  merchandising  in 
New  York  City  until  lb  bs,  then  came  to  this  county 
and  engaged  in  various  speculations,  dealing 
largely  in  real  estate.  He  was  a  good-  financier, 
attended  strictly  to  luisiness,  and  accumulating  a 
competence.  He  departed  this  life  in  -luly.  1877. 
The  wife  and  mother  >urviveil  her  husband  a  num- 
ber of  years,  her  death  occurring  February  22, 
IMMi.  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  in  Girard, 
Km II..  while  (.m  a  visit.  Ihm-  home  being  in  Wichita, 
K:iii.  The  parental  family  incbided  seven  child- 
ren, viz:     Thomas  II.,  our  subject :  George  E.,  who 


was  slain  at  Winchester  during  the  Civil  War; 
Sarah  K.,  who  died  at  .Joliet  in  1863;  Anna  M., 
Mrs.  Harder,  a  resident  of  Lockport,  this  county; 
Mary  E.,  Mrs.  Byrnes,  of  Colorado;  Jennie,  Mrs. 
Gaylord  of  Girard,  Kan.,  .and  William  J.,  a  Patent 
Attorney,  of  Wichita,  Kan. 

Mr.  Hutcliins  acquired  his  education  in  the 
cities  of  .loliet  and  Chicago,  attending  in  the  latter 
the  famous  Douglas  University,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  April,  18G1.  Soon  afterward  return- 
ing to  Joliet,  he  entered  u[ion  the  pr.actice  of  his 
])rofession,  which  he  has  since  continuously  prose- 
cuted. He  pursued  his  first  law  studies  in  the  office 
of  Parks  &  El  wood,  Joliet,  III.,  in  1857,  and  subse- 
quently he  studied  under  R.  E.  Barber,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  keeping  abstracts  of  titles  and 
where  he  largely  obtained  his  knowledge  and  ex- 
perience in  this  business. 

The  wedded  life  of  Mr.  Ilutchins  began  Decem- 
ber 6,1866,when  he  was  joined  in  marri.age  with  Miss 
Nancy  J.,  daughter  of  Hugh  Bolton,  of  Plainfield, 
this  county.  This  union  h.as  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters, 
namel}-;  Kate  C,  Laura  E.  Raymond,  and  Leonard 
B.  Mr.  Hutchins  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  Abraham  Lincoln  and  has  since  continued  his 
allegiance  to  the  Republican  party.  And  for  many 
years  he  has  been  a  recognized  leader  of  the  i>arty  in 
Illinois. 


R.  JOHN  E.  HOGAN.  The  life  of  this 
gentleman  has  been  too  .short  to  give  the 
biographical  writer  much  to  do  in  outlining 
it,  but  it  affords  the  promise  of  filling  an  extended 
sphere  of  usefulness  should  life  be  spared.  Pos- 
sessing a  classical  education,  the  quickness  of  per- 
ception and  keen  wit  which  are  so  characteristic  of 
the  better  class  of  the  Celtic  race,  and  having  had 
his  faculties  of  mind  thoroughly  cultivated,  Dr. 
Hogan  is  one  who  could  make  his  mark  in  society; 
and  when  added  to  this  we  find  a  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  medicine  and  surgery,  we  are  safe  in  pre- 
dicting an  honorable  and  successful  career  for  this 
young  member  of  the  Joliet  medical  fraternity. 
The  parents  of  our  subject  are  John  aud  Cather- 
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iiie  ((ilackin)  Hogan,  of  County  Meath,  Ireland, 
wlience  lliey  came  to  America,  the  father  in  1840. 
and  the  mother  a  few  years  later.  Tliree  of  their 
children  arc  3'et  living  and  six  died  in  infancy.  The 
survivors  are:  The  Rev.  J.  E.  Hogan,  of  Harvard. 
111.;  Mary,  wiio  lives  with  her  hrother  in  Harvard; 
and  John  E.,  of  this  sketch.  The  birth  of  the  hit- 
ter took  place  June  22,  1863,  in  Joliet,  and  ho 
received  his  primary  education  in  the  parocliial 
schools.  He  then  spent  twti  years  in  the  pul)iie 
schools,  after  which  he  entered  St.  Francis'  Semi- 
nary at  Milwaukee.  After  a  jear  s|)ent  attliat  in- 
stitution he  was  sent  to  Bourbonnais  Grove,  Kan- 
kakee, under  the  Franciscan  Order,  wiiere  he 
pursued  his  studies  four  years,  completing  a  classi- 
cal course  and  leaving  the  institution  with  a  well- 
drilled  mind  and  a  memory  stored  with  knowledge. 
Having  <letermined  to  devote  himself  to  the 
medical  profession,  Mr.  Hogan  entered  the  Chicago 
College  of  Phjsicians  and  Surgeons,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1887.  He  at  once  opened  an 
(,llii'f  ill  .loliet.  bul  a  twelvemonth  later  removed 
to  (ilivia.  Minn.,  and  after  a  j'ear  spent  in  tliat 
place  returned  to  the  city  of  bis  nativity  in  which 
he  desires  to  make  his  future  home.  Dr.  Hogan  is 
a  Catholic  and   l>elongs  to  the  Democratic  [)arty. 


Tf  OHN  SHl'TTS.     After  long  years  spent  in 
agricultural    pursuits,  the    subject    of     this 
sketch  has  retired  from  the  labors  of  life  and 
'^^     is   passing  his  declining  years  in   a  peaceful 
enjoyment   of  the  comforts  of  life,  surrounded  by 
friends  whom  he  has  gained  by  his  upright  char.acter, 
and  blessed  bv  the  love  of   children   whom  he  has 
reared  to  honorable  and  useful  manhood  and  woman-    i 
hood.  lie  is  the  possessor  of  one  of  the  finest  estates   i 
which    Joliet  Township  boasts,  comprising    about 
two  hundred  and  ten  acres  on  section  22.     Upon  it    I 
he  has  erected  substantial  and  adequate  accomoda- 
tions  for  man  and  beast,  together  with  such  other 
buildings  as  are  needful  to  shelter  the  crops  which 
;ire    raised  ;    he  has  also  done  such  work  in  the  way    \ 
of  fencing  and   tree  culture  as  the    best    farmers    i 


undertake,  all  the  trees  to  be  seen  near  his  fine  home 
having  been  planted  by  himself. 

The  suliject  of  this  sketch  is  the  fourth  in  a  fam- 
ily of  eleven  ehildren  born  to  Henry  and  Catherine 
(Seism)  Shulls.  Both  the  parents  were  natives  of 
Columbia  Count3',  N.  Y.,  and  there  passed  away. 
At  Livingston  the  eyes  of  our  subject  opened  to 
the  light,  September  9,  1814.  He  grew  to  manhood 
on  his  father's  farm,  making  it  his  home  until  he 
was  twenty-four  years  old.  In  the  meantime  he  had 
seeured  as  good  an  education  as  could  be  obtained 
in  the  schools  of  the  vicinity,  together  with  a  thor- 
ough knowledge  6f  agriculture,  and  had  become 
possessed  of  excellent  habits  and  fine  principles. 

Upon  leaving  the  parental  roof  Mr.  Shutts  lu- 
ealeil  upon  a  farm  near  his  early  home,  remaining 
iilion  it  three  years  when  he  traded  for  one  in  Uls- 
ter County  and  removed  there.  For  fourteen  years 
he  was  identified  witii  the  interests  of  that  section, 
leaving  it  in  the  fall  of  18,').5,  to  take  up  his  resi- 
dence ill  Will  County,  ill.  Choosing  the  location 
wliieli  lias  since  l.ieen  his  home  he  renewed  the  la- 
bors in  wliieli  he  lia<l  formerl}-  been  engaged,  soon 
becoming  known  among  the  old  settlers  as  a  farmer 
of  progressive  ideas,  a  citizen  of  public  spirit  and 
steadfastness,  and  a  man  of  genial,  hospitable  na- 
ture and  upright  charaeter. 

Among  the  very  earl}'  settlers  of  Columbia 
County,  N.  Y.,  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cole.  To  thctu 
was  born  a  daughter  Catherine,  who  grew  to  ma- 
turity in  possession  of  a  noble  character,  an  intelli- 
gent mind,  and  the  disposition  and  mannei's  which 
n)ade  her  companionship  desired  and  fitted  her  to 
become  a  true  lieli)mate  for  the  rnan  of  her  choice. 
Tlu'  good  rpialities  of  this  young  lady  won  the  re- 
gard of  John  Shutts  and  after  a  successful  wooing 
they  were  united  in  marriage  at  her  home.  Their 
happy  wedded  life  was  terminated  December  21, 
1878.  when  the  loving  wife  and  devoted  mother 
was  removed  from  her  sorrowing  household  by  the 
hand  of  death. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Siiults  nine  children  were  born, 
sev^en  of  them  being  yet  alive.  Catherine  A.  is 
the  wife  of  Thomas  Tait  of  Jackson  Township; 
Henry  is  a  lawyer  in  Oregon,  Mo.;  Samuel  is  a 
farm?r  in  Joliet  Township;  John  Jr.,  lives  on  his 
father's  farm;  Cassius  is  a  resident  of  Rooks  County, 
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Kau.;  Peter  is  practicing  law  in  Joliet;  Franklin 
lives  in  Rooks  County,  Kan.  The  fieceased  chil- 
dren are  Sarah,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  jMary  who 
breathed  her  last  in  February,  1890. 

Mr.  Shutts  has  taken  quite  an  active  part  in  poli- 
tics, exercising  the  right  of  suffrage  in  behalf  of 
the  Democrat  party.  lie  has  held  the  office  of  As- 
sistant Supervisor  of  .Joliet  Township  several  terms, 
and  has  been  School  Director  thirteen  3'ears.  lie 
manifests  a  deep  interest  in  the  cause  of  education, 
as  in  other  elevating  movements,  and  as  an  official 
is  judicious  and  alile.  lie  is  t\  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  to  which  his  deceased  wife  also 
lielonued. 


(LYSSES  S.  fr.  BLAKELY.  editor  and  pro- 
prietor of  the  PlainHeld  Entcrprisp,  though 
one  of  the  youngest  members  of  the  editor- 
ial profession,  has  already  won  his  way  to  a  high 
position  among  the  journalists  of  Will  County,  and 
his  bright  and  newsj'  paper  is  classed  among  the 
ablest  of  its  kind  in  this  pari  of  the  State.  Our 
subject  comes  of  good  New  England  stock,  and  is 
himself  a  native  of  that  part  of  the  covintry,  the 
town  of  Elmore,  Lamoille  County,  ^'t.,  being  the 
place  (if  !iis  birth,  and  M,iy  9,  1868,  the  date  thereof. 
His  father.  Caleb  Hlakely,  was  also  born  in  the 
Green  Mountain  State.  He  was  a  natural  me- 
chanic, and  early  learned  the  trade  of  acoachmaker, 
and  foUowfd  it  in  ^'ern)ont  till  187.T.  when  he  took 
advantage  of  a  fine  oi)ening  in  Neenah,  Wis.,  and 
was  engaged  at  his  trade  there  the  ensuing  three 
years,  lie  then  turned  his  attention  to  farming, 
jiurcliasini;-  a  line  farm  in  Harrisville,  INIarqurtte 
County.  He  lived  there  and  managed  his  farming 
interests  until  1882,  when  on  account  of  ill  health, 
he  was  obliged  to  retire  from  active  life,  and  rent- 
ing his  farm,  he  moved  to  Chilton,  and  continued 
his  residence  in  Wisconsin  until  his  death  in  1884. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Catherine  Deyo. 
She  departed  this  life  in  Vermont.  Eleven  of  the 
fiiurteon  children  Imrn  to  them  were  reared  to  ma- 
turity, and  ten  of  them  are  still  living,  as  follows: 
William  A.,  Hartland,  Eliza,  Mrs.  Cram;  Carrie, 
Mrs.    Barrows  ;    Mary,    INIrs.    Bedell  ;     Ida,    Mrs. 


Sharpe;  Nellie,  Mrs.  Scott;  Mj'rtle,  Mrs.  Hamlin; 
Eva  E.,  Mrs.  Marvin;  Ulysses  S.  G. 

The  latter,  of  whom  we  write,  was  but  four  years 
of  age  when  he  had  the  sad  misfortune  to  lose  his 
mother,  and  he  subsequently  accompanied  his  father 
to  Wisconsin.  He  remained  with  him  until  he  was 
nine  j'ears  old,  and  at  that  early  age  the  manly, 
active,  self-reliant  little  lad  began  to  make  his  own 
way  in  the  world,  finding  employment  on  a  farm 
in  Marquette  County  near  Packwaukee,  where  he 
remained  two  years.  We  next  hear  of  him  in 
Michigan,  where  he  was  engaged  in  a  chair  factory 
in  Reading,  Hillsdale  County.  Two  years  later  he 
threw  up  his  situation  there,  and  returned  to  Chil- 
ton, Wis.  At  the  expiration  of  a  year  he  ag!i4n 
went  to  Michigan,  and  worked  in  a  machine  shop 
in  Reading  for  some  time.  In  18H7,  he  entered 
upon  his  career  as  a  journalist,  as  he  then  came  to 
Plainfleld  and  in  company  with  his  brother-in-law. 
Rial  A.  Marvin,  estaolished  the  Plainlield  Enter- 
jirisp,  and  ojiened  a  job  printing  office  at  the  same 
time.  After  Mr.  IMarvin's  death  in  August,  1888, 
onr  subject  bought  out  his  interest  in  the  business 
and  has  ever  since  carried  it  on  alone.  Mr.  Blakely 
is  a  bright,  wide-awake  30ung  man,  and  while  he 
has  had  no  special  training  for  his  profession,  he 
being  mainly  self-educated,  his  clear,  well-balanced 
mind  seems  to  be  especially  adapted  to  newsi)aper 
work,  and  he  has  achieved  remarkable  success  in 
his  calling.  By  his  energetic  management  he  has 
worked  up  I  he  circulation  of  his  paper  to  one  thou- 
sand and  lift}-  copies  weekly,  a  remarkable  list  of 
sul>scribers  for  a  countiy  p.aper.  His  editorials  are 
clear-cut,  vigorous  and  right  to  the  point,  and  al- 
ways display  an  intelligent  knowledge  of  the  subject 
under  discussion.  His  paper  is  not  the  organ  of 
any  political  partj'.  but  is  independent  in  all  things. 

Mr.  Blakely  was  married  in  September,  1887,  to 
Bliss  Linnwood  Bartholomew,  a  native  of  Reading, 
Hillsdale  CountJ^  Her  father,  Amos  Bartholomew, 
was  born  in  Pompey,  Onondaga  Count3%  N.  Y., 
June  11,  1815,  a  son  of  Daniel  Bartholomew,  who 
w,as  born  November  18,  1777.  He,  in  turn,  w.as  a 
son  of  .loseph  Bartholomew,  who  was  born  in  Wal- 
lingford.  Conn.,  August  25,  1752.  He  was  a  pio- 
neer of  the  town  of  Pompey,  and  there  died  in 
1808.     The  maiden  name  of  bis  wife  was  Esther 
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Osborn.  Daniel  Bartholomew  was  married  to  Lucj' 
Holli(la\',  November  15,  1803.  aii'l  died  in  (lenesco 
County.  N.  Y..  December  2,  1S.-,1.  Mrs.  P.lakely's 
father  was  reared  anil  marriecl  in  his  native  State, 
and  going  to  Mieliigan  in  1830.  became  one  of  its 
sturdy,  enterprising  pioneers,  lie  bought  a  tract 
of  timber  land  near  Reading,  and  cleared  a  giiod 
farm  from  the  wilderntsj;.  lie  now  lives  in  lioimr- 
able  retirement  in  the  tillage  of  Reading,  lie  was 
twice  marrie<l.  The  maiden  name  of  his  second 
wife.  Jlrs.  Blakeiy's  mother,  was  .Vbbie  \an  Luren, 
and  she  w.as  liorn  in  Chaileton.  Saratoga  Countv, 
N.  V.  IKr  f.-ilhi-r.  .Martin  C.  \'an  Buren,  was  a 
native  nf  lUcacialbidn.  1-nlton  Countv.  N.  '\'.,  and 
^married  Nancy  W'ddor,  who  was  born  at  the  same 
place,  ami  was  of  Ibilhuid  descent.  The  fatlier  of 
Martin  C.  \'an  Buren  was  a  bnither  of  I'resident 
\'an  Buren.  .lohn  A.  Nan  linren.  .an  uncle  of  .Mrs. 
Iilakely.  was  taken  prisimer  on  .luiie  1.  l.'^i;4,  and 
lived  until  .l:uinai-y,  1  «(!.').  wlien  he  died  at  Ander- 
.sonviUe  I'li-on.  .Mrs.  l;l:d<ely  was  one  of  three 
children.  Her  sister  Lizzie  married  Lester  Rugers. 
and  risides  in  Coldwater.  Mich.;  Mira  E.  the 
youngest  of  the  three,  dieil  in  1882,  aged  eleven 
years. 


^/_-..  ON.  THOMAS  J.  KKLLY.  This  gentleman, 
If  J(  whose  name  will  be  at  once  rccogiuzeil  hv 
'\:f^  many  as  that  of  ;i  prondnent  merchant  of 
(y)  Joliet,  is  serving  that  city  as  her  .MaNur 
fiU'  his  third  term,  of  twn  years  each.  His  ineum- 
bency  of  the  olHce  is  marked  by  steps  that  reflect 
credit  alike  upon  himself  and  the  constituency  that 
elected  him  and  prove  acceptal)le  to  the  entire 
community.  The  di'V-goods  establishment  on  .lef- 
ferson  Street  that  is  conducted  by  Mr.  Kell^-  is  a 
flourishing  enterprise,  its  patrons  being  sure  of 
courteous  treatment  at  the  hands  of  the  employes 
and  of  a  strictly  honorable  dealing  from  all.  no 
other  method  being  permitted  by  the  proprietor 
but  that  due  to  his  self  respect  and  integrit\ . 

The  greater  part  of  the  life  of  our  subject  has 
been  spent  in  this  vicinity,  aKhough  the  Emerald 
Isle  claims  him  as  her  son.  lie  was  born  .lune  24. 
1841,  and  with  his  parents, Edward  and  Rose  Kelly, 


crossed  the  briny  deep  when  about  six  years  old. 
The  father  bought  a  farm  five  miles  south  of  the 
city  of  Joliet,  later  becoming  the  ownt'r  of  one 
three-fourtlis  of  a  mile  north  of  the  city  limits,  upon 
which  he  resided  until  his  death  in  1871.  The 
nu)tlier  is  still  living,  her  home  Ijcing  in  the  citv. 
The  family  were  early  mendjcrs  of  St.  Patrick's 
Church.  The  hou'.chuld  band  comprised  f<uir  sons 
and  three  daught<'i-s.  three  of  whom  have  joined 
their  father  lieyoiul  the  tond).  Patrick  H.  and 
Edwaril  died  in  Watsonvillc,  Cal.;  .Mary  also  is  de- 
ceased. The  survivors  are  T.  .1.,  the  third  iji  order 
of  birth;  Joseph  A.,  the  fifth;  Ivate  and  liriilget. 
P.einga  prosperous  fainier  and.  the  owner  of  a  fine 
])roperty  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land, 
tlie  elder  Kell>-  was  able  to  give  his  children  good 
educational  ad\antages  .and  secure  for  them  that 
best  heritage. 

With  the  exception  of  the  time  devoted  to  study 
in  institutions  of  learning  distant  fi'om  his  home, 
Thomas  Kelly  grew  to  maturity  upon  his  father's 
farm.  He  attended  the  rniversit\-  of  Noti'c  Dame, 
at  Sonth  Bend,  Ind..  and  St.  .Mary's  College  at  Wil- 
mington. Del.,  completiui,'  his  thorongh  conrse  of 
study  at  the  College  of  the  Holy  Cross  in  .Montreal, 
Canada.  For  a  time  after  ladng  gradnated  he  car- 
ried on  agricultur.-d  woik  on  the  old  farm,  but  since 
1887  has  been  continuously  in  business  in  the  city 
of  Joliet.  He  had  become  one  of  the  [)romiuent 
farmers  of  the  county  as  he  is  now  one  of  the  prom- 
inent merchants  of  the  city. 

The  career  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Kelly  as  a  public  ser- 
vant began  in  1880  when  he  was  elected  Supervisor 
of  Joliet  City  and  township.  The  following  year 
he  was  re-elected  and  in  18.s3  w.as  the  successful 
candidate  for  the  Mayoralty,  continuing  in  the 
office  four  years.  In  1881  and  1 880  he  was  also 
Assistant  Suiiervisor  of  the  township  and  city,  and 
for  a  year  or  two  was  Chairman  of  the  ('(junty 
Board.  Again  has  he  been  elected  to  act  as  Mayor, 
a  place  for  which  his  high  mental  attainments  and 
good  judgment  aniplj'  qualify  him. 

The  estimable  wife  of  Mr.  Kell}'  liore  the  maiden 
name  of  Mary  Fitz[)atrick.  the  rites  of  wedlock 
having  been  celebrated  between  them  .September 
10,  1808.  Mrs.  Kelly  is  a  daughter  of  Patrick 
Fitzpatrick,  an  early  settler  of  the  county  in  which 
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be  located  in  1832.     Slie  was  born  on  the  farm  di- 

icctly  west  of  Lockpoi't.  wns  eilucnted  at  St.  IMary's 
Acadeni}',  at  South  Bond.  liid..  and  [)ossesses  many 
fine  traits  of  cliaraeter. 

St.  Mary's  Church  was  organized  as  a  parish  in 
IMJT.  with  Father  Flannigan  as  the  first  jiastor  in 
charge.  He  was  succeeded  in  IsG'j  liy  the  Rev.  P. 
W.  Kiordan,  now  Arcld.iisliO|.i  of  San  Francisco. ami 
lie  in  turn  hy  Uev.  .1.  Mackin  now  of  Elgin.  Kane 
County.  'I'lie  Rev.  Thomas  Murpli}'  was  tlie  next 
iiicuinlient  in  cliarge.  lie  being  the  man  wdio  Ijegan 
tlie  crectiDU  nf  the  new  churcli.  dying  suddenly  of 
a|ioplexy  l^cfore  its  coni|)letion  in  1S77.  Tlie  next 
pastor  iif  the  churcli  was  the  Rev.  .M.  F.  P.urk.  who 
completed  the  luiildiiigto  its  present  condition  and 
erected  the  line  stone  huilding  on  Eastern  Avenue 
that  nccominodates  the  parochial  schor.l.  The  latter 
edilice  ctun|i:ires  fax'oraljly  with  any  scli(.)ol  build- 
ing in  the  eif3'.  It  is  known  as  the  Sacred  Heart, 
and  is  conducted  by  the  Ladies  of  Loretto.  After 
a  most  successful  pastorate  of  ten  years.  Father 
Burk  was  appt)inted  Bishoi)  of  Cheyenne,  and  was 
succeeded  liei-c  liy  Hie  present  [lastoi-,  the  Rev. 
Father  Thomas  P.  Maiigan. 


RED  EBERIIARl'.      It 


not  take  a  vis- 


llMfe)  itor  long  to  delerniine  the  status  of  the 
/L,  business    houses    which   line  the  streets  of 

any  town,  and  to  decide  who  among  the  trades- 
men are  poi>ular.  as  well  as  of  good  repute  in 
financial  circles.  A  cursory  view  of  the  business 
houses  of  Manhattan  would  lead  to  the  opinion  that 
the  gentleman  above  named  occupies  tlie  front 
rank  among  the  dealers  in  that  flourishing  corpo- 
ration. He  is  engaged  in  the  sale  of  lumber,  coal, 
paints  and  oils,  and  general  building  material,  and 
also  does  a  good  business  as  a  contractor  and 
builder.  In  fact,  iluriiig  the  last  few  years  he  has 
[jut  up  the  most  <_)f  the  houses  which  have  been 
built. 

The  immediate  progenitors  of  this  gentleman  are 
lieiiedict  and  Anna  (Palmer)  Eberhart,  lioth  na- 
tives of  Switzerland.  The  father  was  born  in  Can- 
ton  Berne,    and    reared    uiion   a   faim  there.     He 


emigrated  to  America  when  twenty-one  years  old, 
immediately  after  his  marriage,  and  settled  near 
Frankfort,  this  county.  For  a  time  he  rented  land 
but  finally  purchased  a  good  farm  in  the  same 
township  upon  which  he  resided  until  1877.  He 
then  sold  it  and  buying  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  improved  land  on  section  11,  Manhattan 
Townslii|i,  changed  his  place  of  abode  to  that 
which  he  is  now  occupying.  Although  sixtj'  j-ears 
of  age  he  is  still  active  and  able  to  continue  the 
control  of  his  estate.  Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat, 
and  religiousl}-,  a  Presbyterian.  His  father-in-law, 
.lacol)  A.  Palmer,  also  came  to  America  in  1851 ,  and 
alter  living  in  Frankfort  Township  for  a  time,  re- 
moved to  LaPorte,  Ind.,  where  his  comfortable  cir- 
cumstances enabled  him  to  live  in  retirement  until 
his  death. 

The  parental  family,  of  which  our  subject  is  the 
oldest  member,  also  includes  John,  whose  home  is 
at  Ft.  Sidne\',  Xeb.;  Charles,  who  resides  in  Joliet; 
Louis,  who  is  at  home;  Henrv,  with  our  subject; 
Albert  and  Mary,  at  home;  Anna,  a  milliner  and 
dressmaker  in  Manhattan  ;  and  Mrs.  Rosa  Morse, 
who  lives  in  Manhattan  Township. 

The  natal  day  of  our  subject  was  February  29, 
1856,  and  his  birthplace  a  farm  in  Frankfort  Town- 
ship, lie  enjo3'ed  the  privileges  afforded  b}'  the 
common  schools  and  the  Frankfort  graded  school, 
and  like  most  lads  reared  upon  a  farm,  began  to 
lend  a  hand  while  still  quite  young.  He  divided  his 
time  between  his  school  and  farm  labors  until  the 
age  of  twenty-five,  when  he  became  a  clerk  in  a 
groceiy  store  in  S[iencer.  After  a  time  he  went  to 
Chicago,  wliere  he  olliciated  as  scaleman  at  the 
Kinzie  Street  Station. 

The  next  change  of  Mr.  Elierhart  was  to  Man- 
hattan, this  county-,  in  1879.  Here  he  became  a 
clerk  for  J.  Cockle,  the  first  merchant  here,  and 
sold  the  first  groceries  over  a  counter  in  the  village. 
After  clerking  a  year  the  young  man  returned  to 
Chicago  and  began  speculating  in  the  bucket-shop 
adjoining  the  Boaid  of  Trade  on  LaSalle  Street, 
getting  his  real  start  in  life  there  as  a  successful 
broker  in  everj' article  of  trade.  In  the  fall  of  1882, 
he  came  again  to  Manhattan,  bought  out  A.  H. 
King,  a  lumber  dealer,  and  has  since  conducted  a 
very  successful  business  in    that  line.     Manhattan 
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is  a  good  business  point,  with  a  rapidly  increasing 
trade,  and  the  various  articles  in  whicli  Mr.  Eber- 
hart  now  deals  are  in  constant  demand,  lie  owns 
block  .3,  where  the  sheds  for  lumber,  coal,  etc.,  are 
located.  He  also  owns  several  town  lots  liere  and 
in  tiie  AVest,  together  with  tiiree  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  farming  lanil  in  Ciieyenne  County, 
Neb.,  near  Ft.  Sidney. 

After  having  lived  in  single  blessedness  until 
the  age  of  thirty-two  years,  Jlr.  Eberbiirl  contracted 
a  matrimonial  alliance  on  F"ebruary  2d,  188'.l.  His 
chosen  companion  was  Miss  Minnie  Jacobs,  who 
was  born  in  Green  Garden  Township,  comes  of  re- 
spected parents  and  is  herself  a  fine  specimen  of 
noble  womanhood.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Corne- 
lius Jacobs,  a  farmer.  Mr.  Eberhart  helped  to  in- 
corporate the  village  of  Manhattan  and  was 
elected  a  member  of  its  first  Board  of  Trustees,  hold- 
ing the  office  until  1890.  He  was  Township  Clerk 
for  eight  years,  resigning  all  public  office  in  1800, 
and  retiring  to  private  life. 

Mr.  Eberhart,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  abov' 
notes,  is  personally  responsible  for  his  substantial 
finances  and  tlie  high  position  which  he  occupies  as 
a  business  man  and  citizen.  He  is  one  of  those 
zealous  men  who  devote  much  time  and  ability  to 
the  improvement  of  the  town  uilli  whose  citi- 
zens they  have  cast  in  their  lot,  and  to  whom  is 
due  in  a  large  measure  the  prosperity  of  the  entire 
comraunilj'.  He  is  a  Democrat  and  has  served  as 
a  delegate  to  county  conventions.  He  is  a  social 
man  of  jovial  and  kin<lly  nature  and  a  popular 
member  of  society. 


B.   BENSEN,  dealer  in  coal  and   ice  at  .lo- 
liet.  established   himself   in  his  present  busi- 

ness    in    1884.     He  is    still    a  joung    man, 

having  been  born  February  3,  1 856,  and  his  native 
place  was  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  in 
Sweden.  His  parents  were  Benjamin  and  Jennie 
(Hawkinson)  Bensen,  who  died  when  their  son, 
our  subject,  was  a  small  child.  He  thereafter  made 
his  home  with  his  grandparents,  tnit  at  an  early 
age  struck  out  for  himself  and  has  fought  his  own 


way  in  the  world.  He  came  to  America  when  a  lad 
of  fifteen  years,  landing  in  the  cit}-  of  Quebec, 
Canada,  in  the  j-ear  1871. 

Mr.  Bensen  did  not  sojourn  ver3'  long  in  the  Uo- 
ininion,  but  coming  to  Bureau  County,  this  State, 
located  in  Princeton  and  emploj'ed  himself  as  a 
clerk  in  a  grocery  store,  remaining  in  Bureau 
County  alxjut  eigliteen  months.  Thence  he  came 
to  Jolict,  and  for  a  period  of  ten  years  was  in  the 
employ  of  J.  D.  Paige,  the  well-known  soda  water 
manufacturer.  At  the  ex(>iration  of  this  time  he 
embarked  in  the  grocer}'  business,  in  which  he  was 
engaged  two  3'ears  successfuUj',  but  believing  there 
were  better  returns  in  coal  and  ice,  transferred  his 
interests  accordingly  to  the  latter.  He  is  looked 
upon  as  one  of  Joliet's  live  business  men,  being 
possessed  of  temperate  habits  and  the  straightfor- 
ward methods  which  can  hardly  result  otherwise 
than  in  success.  Mr.  IUmiscu  is  an  admirer  of  fine 
li(;rses.  having  a  numlier  in  which  he  justly  takes 
pride. 

«i>,  ICHAEL  E.  BANNON.  I'or  the  past 
twenty  j'ears,  Mr.  liannon  has  been  success- 
fully engaged  in  the  grocery  trade  at  Jol- 
iet.  He  has  thus  become  widely  and  fav- 
orably known  to  a  large  numlier  of  its  [leople  and 
l)y  upright  dealing  and  prompt  attention  to  the 
wants  of  his  customers,  h.is  built  up  an  extended 
patronage.  Ilis  native  haunts  were  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  in  Count}'  Roscommon,  Ire- 
land, where  he  was  [iresented  to  his  parents  on 
Christmas  day,  1.S4G.  The  latter  were  Edward  and 
Catherine  (Lennon)  Ii:mnon  who  emigrated  to 
America  in  1  S.'i  1 .  and  in  the  spring  following 
located  in  Joliet.  The  father,  an  honest  and  indus- 
trious man,  employed  himself  as  a  laborer  and  de- 
parted this  life  in  Joliet.  in  1881.  The  nxither  is 
living  in  .loliet. 

To  the  [larents  of  Mr.  liannon  there  was  born  a 
family  of  eight  children,  five  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters of  whom  M.  E.,  was  the  eldest.  One  son  and 
two  daughters  are  deceased.  P.  R..  is  numbered 
among  the  contractors  and  builders ^^(f  .loliet;  John 
M.,  occupies  him.self  as  a  butcher;  Edward  follows 
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carpentering  in  tliiscity;  Kate  is  at  liome  witli  lier 
widowerl  motlier;  M.  E.,  our  sulijcet,  altliougii  but 
five  years  old  wlu-n  leaviug  liis  native  Ireland, 
carries  in  liis  mind  a  picture  of  liis  old  home,  and 
many  of  the  incidents  occuring  on  tlic  trip  across 
tlie  ocean. 

iMr.  Bannou  was  not  permitted  to  spend  very 
much  time  in  school  during  liis  lioyliood  and  when 
liut  a  lad  assumed  the  sterner  duties  of  life,  going 
into  the  cuuulry  to  work  fi.ir  a  farmer  by  the  name 
of  Jlichaid  Baunon  at  -*G  per  month.  He  was 
t  occupied  iu  faini  pursuits  until  a  youth  of  about 
eighteen  years,  and  then  f(jr  two  \ears  went  into 
the  stone  (juarries  of  Sanger  A  Steele,  lie,  how- 
ever, cDidd  only  work  in  the  (juarry  iluring  the 
summer  lime  and  in  the  winter  he  dealt    in  coal. 

In  1. SGI),  Ml-.  Baunon  embarked  in  the  grocery 
luisiuess  which  he  has  since  successfully  followeil. 
Iu  1884,  he  invested  some  of  his  capital  in  the  tile 
bu.siness  which  proved  a  bad  venture,  and  he  states 
that  whenever  he  has  experimented  with  any  busi- 
ness outside  of  groceries  and  provisions,  he  got  the 
worst  of  the  bargain.  When  reaching  his  major- 
ity he  allied  him>elt  with  the  Democratic  party, 
.ind  iu  religion  he  adheres  to  the  Catholic  faith  of 
his  forefathers. 

Mr.  Bannon  touk  u'llo  himself  as  wife  and. help- 
mate, August  28,  ly.so,  Miss  Anna,  daughter  of 
James  O'Reilly,  of  Joliet,  and  they  are  the  paren's 
of  three  bright  children, .filaurice,  Kviline  and 
Margaret. 


^J  S  E  L  K  E  N  D  K  I  C  K  (I  Y  L  A  N  D  is  the 

iCl|f  owner  of  a  good  farm  iu  the  fine  fanning 
*  country  embraced  in  Will  County.  It  is 
beautifully  located  on  section  3G,  of  Tlaiii- 
field  Townshii).  four  ano  one-half  miles  northwest 
of  Joliet,  and  under  his  skillful  management  has 
been  brought  to  a  high  state  of  improvement  and 
productiveness.  His  residence  is  especially  com- 
fortable, and  a  view  of  it  with  the  farm  surround- 
ings, appears  on  another  page. 

Mr.  Ilyland  is  of  New  England  origin,  born 
among  the  pleasant  hills  of  Roxbury,  Vt.,  July  2, 


1840.  His  father.  Consider  Hyland,  is  thought  to 
have  been  a  native  of  the  same  State,  where  he  was 
reared  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  bought  a  farm 
and  opeiated  it  until  1844,  when  he  left  the  Green 
INIountain  State  to  take  up  his  residence  in  the  wilds 
of  Will  County,  111.  Accompauied^by  his  wife 
and  seven  children,  he  started  on  the  journey  with 
a  team  and  proceeded  to  Lake  Champlain  and  cross- 
ing that  came  by  Champlain  and  Erie  Canals  to 
P)uffalo,and  thence  by  the  lakes  to  Chieago,where  he 
took  a  team  for  Plain  Held.  At  that  time  Will 
County  was  spar.sely  settled  and  had  few  of  the  ad- 
vantages of  civilized  life. 

Mr.  Ilyland  bought  a  tract  of  land  partly  im- 
proved and  situated  one  and  oue-half  miles  north- 
east of  the  village.  The  people  livcl  in  the  most 
primitive  manner,  there  being  but  few  travelino- 
facilities,  no  railways  or  canals.  Chicago  was 
the  nearest  market,  and  it  was  the  custom  for  five 
or  six  of  the  neighboring  farmers  to  go  into  the 
city  at  the  same  time,  the  most  of  them  using 
ox-teams  and  traveling  over  tlie  prairies,there  being 
no  roads  as  yet  made.  Mr.  Ilyland  resided  on  his 
farm  and  engaged  in  its  improvement  until  death 
closed  his  useful  career  August  9,  1854.  The 
maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject  was 
:\li!ierva  Earwell.  She  was  a  native  of  Vermont, 
and  p.assed  her  last  years  quietl3'  on  the  old  home- 
stead iu  Plainfield.  There  were  eleven  children 
born  to  herself  and  husband,  eiglil  of  whom  were 
reared  to  vears  of  maturity. 

*Tlie  son  of  whom  we  write  was  a  Lad  of  four 
years  when  he  came  to  Illinois  with  his  parents. 
He  attended  the  pioneer  schools  which  were  con- 
ducted in  the  primitive  schoolhouse,  with  its  home- 
made furniture  and  rude  fireplace.  He  was  initi- 
ated into  the  work  of  the  farm  and  remained  with 
his  mother  until  he  was  twenty-three;  after  his  mar- 
riage, he  bought  the  interest  of  the  other  heirs  in 
the  old  homestead  and  resided  there  one  year.  He 
then  sold  it  advantageously  and  bought  a  farm  in 
the  same  township,  which  he  occupied  one  year, 
after  which  he  disposed  of  it  and  purchased  another 
not  far  away.  He  lived  on  the  latter  seven  years, 
and,  then  selling,  turned  his  attention  to  the 
butcher's  business  in  which  he  was  engaged  for 
nine    months.     In   1873  he  bought  the  place  where 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


555 


lie  now  resides.  It  comprises  eighty  acres  of  valua- 
ble fanning  land  in  an  excellent  condition  and  sup 
plied  with  all  desirable  improvements,  including  a 
substantial  dwelling  and  other  needed  buildings. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Ilyland  with  .loscphine 
Green  was  solemnized  in  1864,  and  has  piovcil 
of  mutual  benefit.  They  have  four  children  :  Knima. 
IJert,  Gertrude  and  Howard.  ^Nlrs.  Ilyland  is  a  na- 
tive of  Will  County,  and  a  daughter  of  Deacon 
Dennisou  and  Otilla  Green.  Her  father  was  a  na- 
tive of  Westfield,  Otsego  County,  N.  \'.,  and  was 
born  February  13,  1  807.  to  Aichibald  and  Hannah 
(Brown)  Green.  At  the  youthful  age  of  twelve 
years  ITC  commenced  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  black- 
smith, and  served  an  apprenticeship  of  nine  years  in 
his  native  tuwu.  After  that  he  did  journeyman 
w(_irk,  and  then  in<]ving  to  Oneida  ('(iiiiity,  estab- 
lished himself  at  his  trade,  opening  a  !-ho|i  and 
carrying  on  the  liu>iness  there  until  l«;i(j.  Then 
with  his  wife  and  one  child  he  started  for  Illinois, 
coming  via  Uw  Kiie  Canal  and  the  lakes  to  Chi- 
cago, and  thence  by  stage  to  doliet,  which  was  at 
that  time  but  a  small  hamlet,  the  only  tavern  there 
being  kept  in  a  little  unpainted  frame  house.  Two  of 
his  brothers-in-law  lived  but  a  short  distance  away 
and  he  engaged  there  in  a  saw-mill  for  nearly  two 
years;  then,  buying  |)ropert\-  at  .loliet,  he  built  a 
house  and  shop  and  carried  on  blacksniithing  until 
1845.  In  that  \ear  he  came  to  Plainlield,  and  buy- 
ing pioperty  built  a  home  and  a  smith}-  which  he 
managed  many  years.  He  acquired  a  comfortable 
competence  and  now  lives  in  honorable  retirement. 
Deacon  Green  was  married  January  2(),  1831.  to 
JHss  Otilla  AVheeler,  a  native  of  Lebanon,  N.  Y., 
and  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mercy  (Bently) 
Wheeler.  All  of  the  five  children  born  to  them 
are  still  living  and  are  named  as  follows:  .Judson 
!).,  Lovi.  Emma  .S.,  .M.  .loscphine  and  B.  Whe?lcr. 
Deacon  Green  and  wife  have  a  proud  record  as 
church  members,  they  having  been  faithful  work- 
ers in  the  Baptist  Church  for  nearlv  sixty  j'ears, 
joining  the  First  Baptist  when  it  was  organized  at 
Joliet,  and  Jlr.  Green  was  soon  made  Deacon. 

A  son  of  a  pioneer  and  one  who  has  done  pioneer 
woik  himself  in  the  irapiovement  and  cultivation 
of  a  farm,  our  subject  is  a  regular  and  welcome  at- 
tendant at  all  pioneer  meetings.     He  is  u  well-read 


man  and  is  well  informed  on  topics  of  general  con- 
versation. He  is  a  man  of  excellent  habits  and 
good  ])rinciples  and  in  ever}'  relutiou  is  true  to 
himself  and  those  arouudjliim.  He  and  his  family 
are  [jeople  of  good  standing  in  religious  and  social 
circles  in  the  community  and  are  regvdar  atten- 
dants of  the  Baptist  Church.  Politically,  he  is  a 
supporter  of  the  lv<'publican  [larty. 

HO.MAS  CL.\KK.  a  practical  and  successful 
ireeder  of  Hcrefnrd  c-attle,  is  located  on  a 
fine  farm,  <ine  mile  northeast  of  Beecher. 
It  comprises  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  sec- 
tion 9,  '\\'ashingtun  Tuwu'^hip,  that  were  selected 
with  a  view  to  their  present  use,  and  are  adapted 
tiy  nature  and  improvement  for  lUf  |iur|)ose.  The 
'■Evergreen  Stock  Farm  '  is  known  far  and  near, 
and  well  repays  a  visit,  the  owner  being  thoroughly 
[justed  regarding  the  stock  in  which  he  takes  such 
delight.  Perhaps  the  most  noticeable  feature  of 
the  improvements  is  the  commodious  stock-barn, 
G7.v97  feet,  with  a  capacity  for  one  hundred 
head  of  cattle  anil  a  largo  amount  of  ha}'  and  grain. 
All  the  buildings  are  well- constructed  and  suflici- 
enlly  large  for  the  various  purposes  for  which  they 
were  ilesigned. 

The  herd  at  present  consists  of  about  sixty  head, 
chief  of  the  herd  being  Peerless  Wilton  No.  12,774. 
At  the  head  of  the  herd  are  the  fine  bulls.  Anxiety 
Third.  No.  4  IOC.  and  Anxiety  Wilton,  No.  30,272, 
all  registered  nuinliers  familiar  to  stockmen.  At 
the  State  Fairs  held  in  Peoria,  Mr.  Clark  carried  off 
most  of  the  Siveepstakes,  and  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  he 
received  8750  in  prizes;  he  justly  claims  to  have 
carried  off  more  premiums  than  any  other  breeder 
of  Herefords  in  the  country. 

Thomas  Clark,  Sr.,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Herefordshire,  England,  and  came  of  pure 
English  blood.  He  grew  up  in  his  native  shire, 
and  became  a  breeder  of  the  famous  cattle  whijh 
bear  the  name  of  the  shire.  As  a  farmer  and  stock- 
breeiler  he  was  eminently  successful,  and  followed 
the  liusines-s  during  his  life,  becoming  prominent  in 
that  line  and    well   known   as  a  good  citizen.     He 
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passed  away  in  1862,  at  the  age  of  seventy -eight 
years.  He  bad  married  a  lady  of  his  own  &hire, 
whose  raaidLMi  name  was  Mary  A.  Uncle.  She  lived 
to  be  more  tlian  three-score  and  ten  years  old, 
dying  in  1887,  in  the  shire  wherein  her  whole  life 
had  been  spent.  She  had  borne  two  sons  and  four 
daughters,  five  of  whom  lived  to  mature  years,  and 
four  are  yet  alive.  The  throe  daughters  remain  in 
their  native  land,  and  all  are  married.  The  parents 
were  members  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  the 
father  was  Church  Warden  for  many  years. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  bio- 
graphical notice  was  born  near  Hereford,  England, 
August  28.  1842.  He  was  rcflred  amid  the  sur- 
roundings of  farm  life,  aud  received  a  common- 
school  education.  He  was  about  twenty-one  years 
old  when,  in  18G6,  he  set  sail  for  America,  the  land 
of  promise  across  the  Atlantic.  From  Southamp- 
ton he  crossed  to  New  York,  whence  he  went  at 
once  to  Cleveland,Ohio.  There  he  learned  the  trade 
of  a  butcher,  carrying  it  on  in  that  city  until  18G9, 
and  then  going  to  Elyria,  Lorain  County,  where  he 
continued  the  same  occupation  for  a  time.  He 
SI  ion,  however,  embarked  in  the  enterprise  toward 
which  his  taste  and  early  training  led  him — that  of 
breeding  Hereford  cattle.  Having  had  better  ad- 
vantages  than  most  men  >\hu  are  eng.aged  in  the 
business,  to  learn  the  characteristics  of  the  breed 
and  the  best  means  of  caring  for  them,  he  began 
under  favorable  auspices  a  work  that  has  been 
crowned  with  success.  In  1877  he  purchased  and 
took  possession  of  the  now  well-known  "  Evergreen 
Stock  Farm,"  a  part  of  which  with  the  fine  resi- 
dence is  represented  by  a  view  on  another  page. 

The  many  good  qualities  of  Miss  ]\Largaret  Heal 
won  the  earnest  regard  of  Mr.  Clark,  and  winning 
her  consent  to  become  his  wife,  the  marriage  rites 
were  performed  in  Elyria,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Clark  w.as 
born  in  Devonshire,  England,  .Tune  22,  1841,  and 
educated  in  the  laud  of  her  birth.  She  was  one  of 
ten  childreii  tiiiiu  to  a  Devonshire  farmer  and  his 
worthy  wife,  and  one  of  four  who  came  to  Amer- 
ica. She  was  about  twenty-  years  old  when  they 
settled  in  the  Buckeye  State.  Her  parents  rem.ained 
iu  the  mother  country,  dying  there  when  upwards 
of  four-score  j'ears  of  age.  The}'  belonged  to  the 
Episcopal    Church,   in    the    tenets   of  which    they 


reared  their  offspring.  Mrs.  Clark  has  borne  her 
husband  three  children,  and  the  loss  of  the  onlj' 
son — John  H. — has  brought  sorrow  to  the  parents' 
heart.  The  daughters  wlio  gladden  the  home  are 
Anna  A.  aud  Flora  H. 

The  parents  give  their  adherence  to  the  church 
in  the  doctrines  of  which  their  progenitors  in- 
structed them  in  youth.  Mr.  Clark  is  an  independ- 
ent Republican.  Not  only  for  the  enterprise  he 
has  manifested  in  his  worldly  affairs,  but  for  his 
kindly  nature  and  upright  character,  he  is  respected 
by  those  who  know  him,  and  his  estimable  com- 
panion also  holds  a  higli  place  in  the  esteem  of 
their  associates. 

;f^  EM  AN  R.RUSSELL.  In  driving  about  Man- 
jfj'  hattan  Township  the  eyes  of  the  stranger 
£^  would  be  drawn  to  the  fine  residence,  of  a 
(^)  style  of  architecture  mostl3' confined  to  cities, 
which  stands  on  beautiful  grounds  about  seven 
miles  from  .Toliet.  The  valuable  farm  which  this 
dwelling  adorns  comprises  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  on  section  7,  and  is  being  furnished  as  fast 
.as  possible  with  the  modern  improvements  in  the 
w.ay  of  farm  buildings,  windmill  .and  tank,  and 
every  convenience  which  will  assist  in  the  labor  of 
the  proprietor  or  add  to  his  enjoyment. 

Mr.  Russell  makes  a  s|)ecialty  of  raising  standard- 
bred  horses  and  is  the  owner  of  "Venango,"'  a  two- 
year  old  of  fine  proportions  and  movement,  which 
already  h.as  a  record  of  2:41.  He  is  the  finest-bred 
horse  in  the  county,  being  a  cross  between  "Blue 
Bull,  No.  75,"  .and  "Ilambletonian,  No.  10,"  and 
having  been  sired  by  "Bogardus,"  whose  well- 
known  record  is  2:28;  his  dam  was  sired  by  "Sterl- 
ing,'" the  son  of  "  A'olunteer."  "  ^'enango"  is 
registered  as  No.  'J521.  Mr.  Russell  also  owns  three 
standai'd-bred  Hanib'etonian  Allies,  two  Greens 
Bashaw  stallions,  a  yearling  and  colt.  He  also 
breeds  draft  horses,  at  the  head  of  the  herd  of  these 
animals  being  a  full-blooded  bay  Norman,  two 
3-ears  old,  called  "Premier  III.,"  and  weighs  fifteen 
hundred  pounds.  Full-blooded  Durham  cattle  and 
Poland-China  hogs  are  also  raised. 
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(ioiiig  back  two  generations  in  the  palernal  line 
we  find  Sairiucl  Russell. a  native  of  Wilniingtt)n,N.C'.. 
and  the  son  of  a  man  who  had  emigrated  from 
Bedfordshire.  England.  Samuel  Russell  was  a  man 
of  leisure,  owning  property  from  whieh  he  (lcii\cd 
a  tine  ineonie.  To  him  was  iKirn  a  sun.  .I(ise[ih. 
who  became  a  cotton  merchant  in  his  nalive  city. 
and  was  ver}-  successful  until  the  Civil  \\'ai;.  Karly 
in  the  beginning  of  the  sanguinar}'  struggle  he  en- 
listed as  a  Captain  of  the  One  Hundredth  Noith 
Carolina  Infantry,  and  after  two  j'ears  became 
Genera!  (Quartermaster  of  the  Atlantic  Division  of 
the  Confederate  forces,  holding  that  position  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  then  went  to  Raleigh, 
took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  I  nited  States 
Government,  and  returning  to  Wilmington,  re- 
sumed business.  Although  trade  was  not  so  brisk 
as  it  had  been  before  the  war,  JMr.  Russell  was  suc- 
cessful and  became  possessed  of  aliundant  means. 
He  laid  down  the  burdens  of  life  in  1880,  at  the 
age  of  fift}-  years.  He  was  a  Royal  Arch  Mason, 
a  Democrat,  and  a  Deacon  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  known  and  honored  of  men  tliroughout 
his  life. 

The  wife  of  .losepli  Russell  and  niutiicr  nf  our 
subject  was  liorn  near  Albany,  N.  Y..  and  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Marj'  Baker.  She  is  a  daughter 
of  Clark  .•uid  Lucina  (Welsh)  Baker,  who  are  still 
living,  at  a  ripe  old  age,  at  Five  Mile  (irove,  Will 
County.  She  was  reared  in  her  nati\e  county, 
educated  in  Albany,  and  graduated  from  the  Al- 
bany Female  Academv,  leaving  her  Alma  ^Mater 
with  a  rarely  cultured  mind.  She  followed  the 
profession  of  teaching  until  her  marriage,  devot- 
ing herself  principallj'  to  the  French  language  and 
traveling  considerably  both  in  the  North  and 
South.  Since  her  husband's  de.atli  she  has  gener- 
ally spent  her  summers  in  Northern  Illinois,  but 
she  is  at  present  traveling  in  France,  doing  the 
F^uropean  Continent  for  the  first  time.  She  is  the 
mother  of  three  children — M.  Elizabeth,  who  lives 
with  our  subject;  Heraan  R.,  of  this  notice;  and 
Lucina,  who  died  in  childhood.  Mrs.  Russell  is  of 
the  Presbyterian  faith. 

Grandfather  Baker  was  boin  in  Iloosic.  Rens- 
selaer County,  X.Y..  March  3.  IT'.KI.and  during  his 
early  years  taught  school  in  the  winter  and  worked 


on  the  farm  in  summer,  .\ftcr  having  spent  sev- 
eral years  in  this  way,  he  became  a  survej-or,  fol- 
lowing tliat  calling  f<u'  a  great  many  years,  lie 
linally  purchased  a  farm  and  gave  his  attention  to 
agriculture.  Wlu-n  eighteen  years  old  he  enlisted 
in  the  Stale  Militia  and  in  1814  was  called  out 
aud  served  three  weeks  in  the  second  struggle  for 
freedom  from  British  tyranny.  In  18-13  he  mide 
his  first  trip  to  Cook  County,  III.,  to  look  after 
some  mortg.ages,  and  several  subsequent  trips  were 
made  necessary  by  his  business.  Some  land  at  F'ive 
Mile  Grove  finally  came  into  his  possession  through 
an  unredeemed  mortgage,  and  in  1850  he  brought 
his  family  thither.  He  has  been  extremel}'  suc- 
cessful as  a  fainier  and  stockman,  and  now  owns 
some  twehc  hundred  acres  of  land,  well  improved 
and  manageil.  lie  is  well  known  as  the  oldest  man 
ill  the  county  and  one  of  its  largest  farmers,  as 
well  ,as  a  very  early  settler  in  his  township.  He 
has  served  as  Supervisor  and  Justice  of  the  Peace 
and  gives  his  su[iport  to  the  Democratic  party. 

Grandmother  Baker  was  born  in  Mayfield,  N.Y., 
August  28,  180G,  and  is  a  daughter  of  George  \Y. 
Welsh,  who  was  born  in  Ireland  and  was  a  promi- 
nent and  wealthy  merchant  in  Albanj-,  his  residence 
bt^^ing  in  Cambridge,  W.ashiugton  Count3'. 

.Mr.  Russell,  of  whom  we  write,  has  the  blood  of 
a  Revolutionary  soldier  in  his  veins — one  of  his 
ancestors  having  fought  against  the  British,  al- 
though himself  of  English  birth,  and  havino-  also 
sent  three  of  his  sons  into  the  army.  One  of  these 
was  .1.  Baker,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, who  was  born  in  Rhode  Island,  became  an 
early  settler  of  Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y..  and  at- 
tained to  prominence  there. 

Ili'uian  Russell  was  born  in  Wilmington,  N.  C, 
July  17,  18(52,  and  amid  the  most  favorable  aus- 
pices grew  to  manhood.  He  w.as  educated  in  his 
native  city,  being  graduated  when  eighteen  years 
old  from  the  Tileston  Normal  Institute.  Amon" 
his  mental  accomplishments  is  a  good  knowledcre 
of  the  F'rench  tongue.  DurMig  one  of  his  vacations 
in  his  early  manhood  he  became  a  clerk  in  order 
to  le.°rn  the  mercantile  business,  but  not  finding  it 
to  his  taste,  gave  it  up,  choosing  to  devote  him- 
self to  farming.for  which  he  had  always  had  a  liking. 
Piior   to  his  eighteenth    year  he  had  spent  several 
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sumraers  with  bis  grandfatlier  Balcer  at  Five  Mile 
Grove,  ill  this  State,  anrl  after  his  father's  death 
he  made  liis  iitmie  there,  i;ainiiii4'  from  his  grand- 
parent a  tliorout;li   knowledge  of  agriesllure. 

In  l.SHG  JMr.  l\ussell  rented  a  small  piece  of  land 
from  his  grandfather  and  the  next  year  bceame  the 
owner  of  the  estate  on  wbieh  he  now  lives  and  has 
made  such  line  improvements.  His  residence  was 
erected  at  a  cost  of  §4,000,and  already  in  less  than 
three  3'ears,  other  hnildings  mark  the  estate.  The 
owner  operates  two  hundred  and  fortj^  acres  alto- 
gether, keei^ing  four  teams  constantly  emplo3'ed. 
He  is  unmarried,  but  his  home  is  presided  over  by 
bv  his  sister,  whose  intelligence  and  culture  help 
to  draw  around  them  a  pleasant  circle  of  acquaint- 
ances. Mr.  Kussell  is  serving  his  second  j'ear  as  Just- 
ice of  the  Peace  and  has  the  honor  of  being  the 
youngest  Squire  in  the  county.  As  Township 
School  Trustee,  he  is  acting  for  the  second  time, 
and  the  interests  of  educat'on  are  safe  in  his 
hands.  He  belongs  to  Lodge  No.  G4C.  I.  (J.  O.  F., 
at  \\'illon  Center.  Following  tlie  example  and 
teaching  of  his  father  and  other  ancestors,  he  is  a 
stancli  Dennicrat. 


5LISIIA  Bi;OWN,a  retired  farmer,  is  a  good 
type  of  the  noble  volunteers  of  the  late 
_  ^T  war,  who  fought  in  defense  of  our  country's 
hoiuir  with  inti'epid  v.alor,  regardless  <_)f  the  hard- 
ships  anil  [irivalions  that  the)'  had  to  endure,  until 
the  glorious  Stars  and  Stripes  once  more  wave:! 
over  a  free  and  undivided  Union.  For  many  years 
he  has  been  closely  associated  with  the  great  agri- 
cultural interests  of  Will  County,  and  though  he 
has  retired  from  the  active  and  incessant  cares 
inseparably  connected  with  the  management  of  a 
large  farm,  he  still  retains  jiossession  of  his  home- 
stead which  is  one  of  the  linest  in  Illinois. 

BIr.  Brown  was  born  in  Morristown,  St.  Law- 
rence County,  N.  Y..  December  2,  1836,  his  father, 
Charles  Brown,  having  been  a  pioneer  of  that  place. 
The  latter  was  a  native  of  Thetford,  Vt.,  where  he 
was  born  in  ALu'ch,  1800,  and  he  was  there  reared 
and  married.     He  remained  anions   the  gieen  hills 


of  his  birthplace  until  his  removal  to  Morristown, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  associated  himself  with  its  pioneers 
and  became  one  of  its  most  useful  citizens.  He 
bought  a  tract  of  heavily  timbered  land  about  two 
miles  f''om  the  village  and  after  building  thereon 
the  log  house  in  which  our  subject  was  horn,  he 
actively  commenced  the  hard  labor  of  clearing  his 
land  and  preparing  it  for  cultivation,  and  in  the 
years  that  followed  improved  the  fine  farm  which  re- 
mained his  home  till  death  calleil  him  hence  in  I860. 
The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject  was 
N.  ncy  Ames,  and  she  was  born  in  Hartford,  Conn., 
in  Sei)tember,  1800.  Her  parents  moved  from  that 
State  to  New  York,  and  spent  their  last  years  in  St. 
Lawrence  County.  She  died  on  the  home  farm  in 
1N88,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-eight  years. 
Slie  was  the  mother  of  ten  children,  nine  sons  and 
one  daughter,  as  follows:  Cicorge,  Charles,  Sarah 
A.,  ■\Villiain,  Willard,  Willis,  Joseph,  David,  Elisha 
and  Daniel.  \\'illard  died  when  young,  but  four 
tif  the  faiudy  are  now  living.  Two  <_if  the  sons, 
Willis  an<l  l)a\'id,  bore  an  honorable  part  in  the 
late  war,  the  former  serving  as  First  Lieutenant  in 
the  Seventeenth  Iowa,  and  the  latter  as  a  scout  in 
a  New   York  Regiment  of  Sharpshooters. 

The  early  da3-s  of  our  subject  were  passed  in 
attendance  at  school  and  in  doing  chores  at  home, 
and  as  soon  as  old  enough  he  aided  in  the  harder 
laliors  of  the  farm  and  gained  a  practical  know- 
ledge of  agriculture.  He  remained  an  inmate  of 
the  parental  home  until  he  was  eighteen  years  old 
and  then,  ambitious  to  take  advantage  of  the  many 
superiiu-  advantages  for  securing  a  competence  and 
building  u|>  a  comfortable  home,  ofifered  to  j'oung 
men  of  enterprise  and  capability  in  the  Mississippi 
Valley,  he  started  westward.  He  first  stopped  for 
a  while  in  this  State,  working  two  months  on 
a  farm,  and  then  proceeded  to  Janesville,  Iowa, 
wdiere  lie  remained  one  3ear.  He  thefi  took  up  his 
abode  in  Algona,  Kossuth  County.  At  that  time 
there  were  seven  houses  in  that  place  and  the  sur- 
rounding country  was  in  a  wild  condition  with  no 
railways,  scarcely  any  good  roads  of  communica- 
tion with  the  outside  world,  and  deer  and  elk 
ro.amed  where  are  now  fine  farms  and  busy  towns. 
Mr.  Brown  took  up  a  tract  of  Government  land 
there,  built  a  small  house,  broke  and  fenced  a  part 
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of  his  lioniostoail.  Two  j'ears  later  he  rr'tuincil  U< 
Illinois  and  farmed  in  this  State  till  ISoD,  he  went 
to  Pike's  Peak,  be  being  one  of  party  (if  six.  They 
])onght  teams  wiiieli  they  shippeil  by  rail  to  St. 
l^ouis  and  tiiere  embarked  on  steamers,  teams 
and  all,  and  wiTe  taken  to  Leavenworth.  Kan., 
whence  tliey  proeceded  with  their  teams  across  \hv 
plains.  They  enconntered  bnffaloes  and  antchipe 
ou  the  way,  and  saw  many  Indians.  Our  sulijrct 
prospected  and  mined  fi>r  a  time,  remnining  thiMT 
two  months  .and  then,  dislikini;-  tlie  wild  life  that 
he  was  obliged  to  lead  in  that  part  of  the  country. 
lie  returned  eastward  as  far  as  Iowa  and  stayeil  a 
few  months  on  his  farm.  After  that  he  came  back 
to  Illinois  and  the  first  call  for  troops  found  him 
prepart>d  to  spring  to  the  defense  of  his  country, 
and  ill  April,  1861,  he  joined  the  I'lainfield  Light 
Artllh'ry,  went  to  Cairo,  and  was  there  musterecl 
into  service.  His  company  was  attached  to  the 
Tenth  Illinois  and  served  three  months,  and  was 
then  mustered  out  at  the  expiration  of  its  term  of 
enlistment.  .Mr.  I'.rown  re-enlisted  August  1st, 
\sC,->.  in  Company  I).  One  Hundredth  Illiuoi^s  Infan- 
try, and  served  until  after  the  close  of  the  war. 
He  ^vas  in  the  battles  of  .Stone  River  and  Chick- 
amanga.  was  with  .Sherman  in  the  Atlanta  Cam- 
paign and  bore  an  honorable  |iart  in  the  l.ialtle  of 
that  route  and  in  the  siege  and  capture  of  that  city. 
He  was  with  Thomas  in  the  battles  of  Franklin  and 
Nashville,  and  his  regiment  took  an  active  pait  in 
all  the  battles  and  skirmishes  under  that  general, 
and  was  discharged  in  July,  18G5.  Our  subject 
went  into  the  army  as  a  private,  ami  was  promoted 
to  the  position  of  First  Sergeant  and  on  every 
occasion  conducted  h'mselfas  a  true  soldier  should. 
He  was  twice  wounded,  first  at  Chickamauga,  whcie 
he  received  a  fragment  of  a  shell,  and  in  the  battle 
of  Franklin  he  had  a  uunshot  wound  and  in  con- 
sequence carried  his  arm  In  a  sling  in  the  liattle  of 
Nashville. 

After  he  left  the  arm^'.  Mr.  lirown  retuj'iieil  to 
Illinois  and  the  following  year  bought  the  first  land 
he  ever  owned  in  this  .State,  that  purchase  of  sixty 
acres  now  being  included  in  liis  present  farm.  He 
has  prospered  greatly  in  his  .agricultural  undertak- 
ings, and  has  procured  other  tracts  of  land  from 
time  to  time,  till  he  is  now  the  owner  of  three  hun- 


dred and  riL;hty.six  acres  of  land,  constituting  a 
farm  that  is  in  all  respects  one  of  the  best  in  this 
|iart  of  the  county.  He  erected  a  fine  set  of  frame 
buildings  on  his  first  purchase  and  resided  there 
until  1888,  when  he  bought  liis  present  commodious 
home  in  I'lainfield,  and  h.as  since  lived  here  while 
his  son  carries  on  the  farm. 

Mr.  Blown  was  married  .March  8.  1862.  to  Klva 
Ke/.iali  Smith,  a  native  of  I'eoria.  III.  Tiieir 
pleasant  wedded  life  has  been  lilessed  by  the  birth 
of  two  sons — ICrnest  Elisha,  and  Clarence  E.;  the 
latter  is  deceased.  ICrnest  was  born  February  12, 
186.'^.  and  is  now  married,  taking  Miss  Minnie 
Mcdvanna  for  a  wife,  and  is  well  settled  in  life. 

Mr.  Brown  is  universally  respected  for  those  tine 
qualities  of  head  and  heart  that  make  him  a  loyal 
citizen  and  .a  nrin  of  unswerving  integrity,  genial 
and  helpful  in  his  relations  with  others.  He  h.as  h.ad 
a  vai'ied  experience  as  a  jiioneer,  as  a  soldier,  and  as 
a  practical  farmer,  and  has  profited  by  it,  his 
native  ability  enabling  him  to  gather  together 
sulllcienl  wealth  to  allow  him  to  retire  while  scarcely 
past  the  meridian  of  life  and  in  full  possession  of 
his  powers.  Mr.  Bi'own  is  a  useful  membtr  of  the 
Methodist  Kplseopal  Church,  contributing  liberally 
to  its  su|;port  .'ind  to  all  schemes  for  the  moral  and 
material  aclvancement  (.)f  the  teiwnshi|)  that  meet 
with  his  api)roval.  In  his  p.ditir.s  he  is  in  favor  of 
the  Rrpublican  platform. 


KTKK  K.  IIOLMSruOM  is  numbered 
among  the  liusiness  men  of  Joliet  where  he 
^  is  engaged  in  the  grocery  trade.  His  busi- 
ess  is  conducted  according  U>  honorable 
methods  and  with  encrg}',  and  is  affording  the 
proprietor  a  comfortable  income.  The  personal 
character  of  Jlr.  Holmstroni  is  such  as  to  command 
the  respect  of  all  who  know  him.  his  intercourse 
with  mankind  being  cordial  an<l  just,  his  duties  as 
a  citizen  faithfully  performed,  and  the  utmost 
kindliness  manifested  b}'  him  in  his  ilomestic  rela- 
tions. 

In    the    Kingdom    of  Sweden,  October  .S.    1861, 
the  eyes  of    our  subject  first  oiiened  to  the  light  of 
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day.  His  parents,  Peter  Johnson  and  Joliannah 
Holmstrom,  lived  upon  a  farm  in  that  land,  whence 
they  followed  tiicir  son  to  America  in  1883.  He 
had  crossed  the  liiiny  deep  two  years  before,  coni- 
ing  directly  to  .loliet  near  which  place  he  engaafed 
in  farming.  He  soon  abandoned  that  occupation 
for  his  present  business,  with  which  he  had  become 
acquainted  in  ids  native  land  and  which  he  has  fol- 
lowed continuousl3'  since  he  resumed  it  here. 

JNIr.  Hobustrom  exercises  tlie  elective  franchise 
in  liehalf  of  the  candidates  on  the  Republican  ticket, 
his  judgment  concuri'ing  in  tiie  principles  which 
they  are  pledged  to  sup[iort.  He  belongs  to  the 
Royal  Adelphia  Insurance  (  ompany.  His  religious 
instincts  are  satisfied  with  the  doctrines  and  prac- 
tices of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Clinrch,  with  which 
he  is  identified.  He  chose  as  his  companion  in  life 
Miss  Alma  .Swanson,  of  a  family  winch  came  from 
Sweden  to  America  about  eighteen  years  ago,  and 
winning  the  consent  of  tlie  estimable  3'oung  lady, 
the}-  were  united  in  marriage  .Tuly  o,  188iJ.  Their 
hai)py  union  has  been  blessed  liy  tlie  birth  of  one 
child — a  charming  daughter,  Ruby  A. 


\ji  FRANK  PATRICK.  A  simple  account  of 
the  life  and  works  of  a  man  of  honor  and 
integrit}'  is  the  best  monument  that  can  be 
reared  for  him  b}'  the  biographical  writer, 
and  therefore  no  attempt  will  be  made  in  these 
pages  to  give  undue  praise  to  the  subject  of  this 
sketcli,  whose  life  s)ieaks  for  him  better  than  mere 
words  would  do.  He  is  tlie  only  survivor  in  a 
family  of  five  cliildren  that  comprised  the  house- 
hiild  <if  Scpiire  Amcis  and  Jane  E.  (Wells)  Patrick, 
will)  for  many  years  made  their  home  in  Will 
County. 

S(iuire  Patrick  was  a  native  of  the  Empire  State, 
as  was  also  his  good  wife,  and  their  first  home  after 
marriage  was  in  Madison  County.  About  the  year 
18;3;3  they  came  west  and  lucatcd  in  Rusliville,  III, 
whence  thej-  removed  to  Joliet  some  two  years 
later,  living  in  the  latter  |)hice  until  1844.  They 
then  changed  their  abode  to  Wasliington,  D.  C, 
where  Mr.  Patrick   was  cmplnyed  as  a  clerk  in  the 


Navy  Department  for  six  years.  At  the  expiration 
of  that  time  Joliet  again  became  the  home  of  the 
family,  the  father  resuming  the  practice  of  the  law 
in  which  he  had  formerly  been  engaged.  During 
his  first  period  of  residence  in  this  city  he  had 
served  as  Police  Magistrate.  In  1866  he  moved 
onto  a  farm  in  Joliet  Township,  which  has  since 
been  his  home,  with  the  exception  of  seven  years 
that  were  spent  by  him  in  Nevada,  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession.  He  is  still  living  and  has  reached 
an  advanced  age.  His  wife  passed  away  February 
G.  1887. 

The  national  capital  was  the  birthiilace  of  our 
subject,  and  his  natal  day  May  16, 1847.  He  grew 
to  manhood  in  Will  County,  111.,  most  of  the  time 
being  spent  on  the  farm  in  Joliet  Township.  His 
education  was  mainly  secured  in  the  schools  of  this 
county  and  farming  has  been  his  chief  occupation 
in  life.  He  has  been  a  continuous  resident  of  Joliet 
Townslii|i  since  1850,  with  the  exception  of  two 
3'ears  during  which  he  resided  in  the  city.  He 
owns  the  old  homestead  of  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  acres,  which  he  carefully  and  industriously 
cultivates,  securing  thereby'  the  comforts  of  life 
and  making  preparations  for  the  rainy  day  should 
it  come  upon  him. 

The  wife  of  Mr.  Patrick  is  a  native  of  New  York 
and  in  her  girlhood  was  known  as  Miss  Catheiine 
Ilaber.  The  ceremony-  which  united  her  to  our 
subject  took  place  in  Joliet,  June  24,  1869.  They 
have  had  four  children:  Damon  S.,  Mary  E..  Flor- 
ence J.,  and  Helen  J.  Damon  S.  died  when  two 
years  (.)f  age.  Mr.  Patrick  takes  quite  a  deep  in- 
terest in  politics  and  is  a  member  of  the  Democratic 
party.  He  stands  well  in  the  community  and  their 
pleasant  home  on  section  32,  is  hospitably  opened 
to  friends  and  neighbors.  The  wife  passed  from 
earth  March  18,  1878. 


^P:0RGE   H.  ZINSER.     in    the  life  of  this 


fii  i=w  y*J'^".T  gentleman  is  exemplified  the  results 
^^  of  enterprise  and  determination,  and  his 
fellow-citizens   of    Manhattan  may  well  be  pleased 
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with  the  example  which  he  sets  to  the  youtli  of 
tliat  city  and  the  adjoining  territory.  Ho  is  well 
known  as  a  dealer  in  shelf  and  heavy  hardware, 
machinery,  agricultural  im[)lenients  and  oils,  and 
as  the  only  furniture  dealer  in  the  place;  and  he  has 
otherwise  become  known  to  many  as  the  [)resont  in- 
cumbent of  the  Postmastersliip. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Solomon  and 
Catherine  (Tobias)  Zinser,  botli  natives  of  the 
Ke^'Stone  State,  the  one  having  Ijeen  born  in  Gcr- 
mantown  and  the  other  at  Reading.  The  father 
accompanied  his  parents  to  Ohio  when  he  was  seven 
years  old  and  when  of  age  began  farming  in  that 
State.  In  18-t8  he  removed  to  Tazewell  County, 
111.,  buj-ing  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  near  Washing- 
ton and  residing  there  until  his  death,  in  1887,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-eight  years.  lie  was  a  Republican 
and  a  member  of  the  F^vangelical  Church.  Ills  wife 
was  the  daughter  of  Peter  Tobias,  a  Tenusylvania 
farmer  who  finally  came  to  Illinois  and  died  near 
Washington  in  1876,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty' 
years.  Mrs.  Zinser  is  still  living  there  and  is  now 
sixty-seven  years  old. 

The  parental  famil}-  included  fourteen  children, 
eleven  of  whom  are  now  living:  I^rank  resides  in 
Storm  Lake,  Iowa;  Mary,  Mrs.  Koker,  is  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Tazewell  County ;  Elizabeth,  Mrs. 
Ott,  in  Hoop  Pole,  111.;  Mrs.  Rebecca  Ooembel  in 
Hoop  Pole;  Mrs.  Carrie  Smith  near  Plainfield,  this 
county ;  the  next  is  our  subject ;  Solomon  is  a  farmer 
near  Washington,  Tazewell  County;  Jlrs.  Sarah 
>^iemcyer  died  in  that  county ;  Mrs.  Amelia  Fer- 
ner  lives  in  the  village  of  Washington;  Daniel  is 
clerking  for  our  subject;  Sophia  is  with  her  mother. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  February  2, 
18.")G,  near  Washington,  and  reared  amid  the  snr- 
roundings  of  rural  life.  His  education  was  ob- 
tained in  the  district  schools,  whicli  were  fortu- 
nately conducted  according  to  an  excellent  system 
and  by  persons  interested  in  the  j'outh  under  their 
charge.  He  continued  an  inmate  of  the  parental 
household  until  he  had  attained  his  majority  when 
he  came  to  Plainfield,  this  county,  and  began  work- 
ing out  as  a  farm  laborer.  He  was  not  satisfied 
with  the  knowledge  he  had  obtained  and  hoarded 
his  resources  in  order  to  attend  a  higher  school. 
When  twenty-two  years  old  he  entered  the  North 


western  College  at  .Xaperville,  [jrosecuting  his 
studies  a  year,  after  which  ho  rotiirned  to  the  plow. 

[<^or  two  seasons  niuic  young  Zinser  continued 
to  work  on  farms  b_v  tlie  month,  and  then,  having 
t.aken  a  helpmate  and  companion,  he  began  farming 
on  his  father's,  place  in  Tazewell  County.  For  two 
years  he  operated  the  farm,  during  this  time  saving- 
all  that  he  could  that  he  might  embark  in  some 
l)usincss  enterprise  amid  the  busy  haunts  of  men. 
With  his  small  earnings  he  started  in  the  hardvvare 
business  in  Manhattan,  February  22,  1883,  occupj-- 
ing  a  rented  building.  The  business  rapidl\-  in- 
creased and  he  is  now  one  of  the  leading  merchants 
in  the  place.  In  lS8t  ho  atldod  farm  imi)lements 
to  his  stock  ill  trade  and  ho  now  does  a  large  busi- 
ness in  that  lino.  In  the  spring  of  that  year  he 
took  in  as  a  pailnor  his  brother-in-law,  Amos  M. 
Smith,  the  business  being  conducted  under  the  title 
of  Zinser  &  Smith  until  December,  1885,  when  our 
subject  bought  his  partner's  interest  and  continued 
alone. 

A  commodious  liriok  edifice,  two  stories  in 
lieight  and  with  ground  dimensions  24x00  feet, 
was  erected  by  Mr.  Zinser  in  the  fall  of  1889,  and 
in  one  of  the  largest  and  finest  store-rooms  in  Man- 
hattan he  now  carries  on  a  large  portion  of  his  busi- 
ness. He  carries  a  full  stock  of  t>lie  articles  men- 
tioned at  the  beginning  of  our  sketch,  makes  a 
specialt3'  of  threshers,  liiiiders  and  mowers,  and 
operates  a  tin  shop  in  connection  with  the  hard- 
ware establishment.  Tlio  building  which  he  form- 
erly occupied  with  this  department  of  his  business, 
is  now  used  b}'  him  as  a  furniture  repository,  his 
trade  in  that  lino  having  been  instituted  in  the 
spring  of   I8II11. 

At  the  home  of  the  bride's  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
M.  E.  Moyer.  on  February  3,  1881,  George  H. 
Zinser  and  Priscilla  S.  Mover  were  joined  in  holy 
wedlock.  The  bride  w.as  born  in  Naperville.where 
her  father  was  eng.aged  in  farming  and  whence  he 
removed  to  Manhattan  upon  retiring  from  active 
life.  She  is  well  educated,  possesses  man^'  domes- 
tic accomplishments  and  womanly  virtues,  and  is 
devoted  to  the  interests  of  her  husband  and  chil- 
dren. The  group  around  the  fireside  is  made  up  of 
Royce  F..  Irvin  W.  and  Lloyd  IL 

Mr.    Zinser    received   the  .•ippoiiilmeiit  of   Post- 
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master  in  June,  1889.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Vil- 
lage Board  of  Trustees  and  was  Treasurer  two 
j'ears.  He  is  an  ardent  Republican  who  never  fails 
to  cast  liis  vote  in  behalf  of  the  principles  of  his 
j)arty.  He  belongs  to  the  Evangelical  Church  and 
was 'formerly  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school. 
There  is  prolialily  no  more  popular  man  in  Man- 
hattan than  he,  and  certainly  none  who  present  a 
better  example  of  a  self-made  man. 


#^- 


m 


OHN  FRANCIS.  Supervisor  of  New  Lenox 
Township,  and  one  of  its  most  substantial 
citizens,  is  a  native  of  this  township,  and 
wa3  boi'n  .lanuary  8,  1813.  His  father  is 
the  well-known  Abraham  Francis,  a  sketch  of 
wliom  appears  in  the  history  of  A.  Allen  Francis, 
on  another  page  in  this  volume.  The  parental 
liousehold  consisted  of  eleven  childriii,  of  whom 
the  record  is  as  follows:  Margaret  L.  is  the  wife  of 
N.  P.  Coo|)er,  of  New  Lenox  Townslii|>;  William 
I),  died  in  this  township  when  a  promising  J'oung 
man  of  twenty  jears;  Mary  A.  .1.  is  the  wife  of 
.lohu  S.  lihiekstone,  of  Kankakee,  [11.;  A.  Allen  is 
a  f.-unicr  of  New  Leno.x  Township;  John,  our  sub- 
ject, was  the  next  in  order  of  Ijirth;  Lydia  is  tlie 
wife  of  \V.  S.  Nichols,  of  the  same  township; 
Clara  M.  died  when  about  sixteen  months  old^ 
Cliarles  is  farming  in  the  vicinity  of  tiie  old  home- 
stead; Adeline  A.  is  the  wife  of  Jesse  Meharry,  of 
Tolono,  111.,  a  biography  of  whom  appears  in  the 
biographical  work  of  Champaign  Count}-:  George 
L.  is  farming  in  New  Lenox  Township;  Carrie  I), 
died  at  the  age  of  about  thirteen  years. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  the  fifth  child  of 
Ids  [larents,  under  whose  careful  training  ho  devel- 
oiied  into  manhood,  becoming  familiar  with  tlie 
various  employments  of  farm  life,  and  pursuing  his 
early  studies  in  the  common  schools.  When  ap- 
proaching manhood  lie  took  a  course  of  study  in 
Bryant  &  Stratton's  Commercial  College,  then,  re- 
turning to  the  farm,  remained  there  until  twent}'- 
three  j-ears  old.  In  the  meantime  he  was  married, 
in  New    l>enox    Townshii),  Lecember    21,  18G5,  to    i 


Miss  H.  Maria  Bliss.  The  young  couple  spent  the 
first  few  months  of  their  wedded  life  at  the  old 
homestead,  and  the  following  year  moved  upon 
the  farm  where  they  now  live. 

]\Irs.  Francis  was  born  at  her  father's  old  home- 
stead in  New  Lenox  Township,  September  5,  1816, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  the  late  Abel  and  Lucinda 
(Blake)  Bliss.  The  former  was  born  in  Wilbra- 
hara,  IMass  ,  February  'J,  1810.  His  wife  was  born 
at  Springfield,  that  State,  October  14,  1816.  They 
were  married  Ma}'  6,  1840,  at  Springfield,  and 
soon  afterward  set  out  for  the  West,  coming  to 
this  county,  where  the  father  secured  a  tract  of 
laud  on  section  18,  New  Lenox  Township.  He 
had  visited  Illinois  about  1837,  but  could  not  make 
his  arrangements  to  locate  permanent!}'  until  three 
years  after.  He  was  successful  in  his  farming  oper- 
ations, built  up  a  goodly  estate  and  died  December 
•if),  1883.  The  mother  is  still  living  at  the  home 
farm. 

To  XL-,  and  Mrs.  Bliss  there  was  born  a  family 
of  seven  children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  a  daughter, 
Mary,  niarrieil  .lolin  McCieo,  and  died  in  ^Michigan; 
William  S.  died  at  the  homestead  when  only 
twenty-five  3'ears  old;  II.  Maria,  .Airs.  Francis,  was 
the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Ellen  J.  died  at  the  in- 
teresting age  of  nineteen  years;  Josephine  clied 
when  about  twenty -six  years  old;  Abel  is  farming 
in  New  Lenox  Township;  Alice  P.  is  the  wife  of 
F.  A.  Wetherbee,  of  Buchanan  County,  Iowa. 

Mrs.  Francis  received  careful  parental  training, 
and  remained  a  member  of  her  father's  household 
until  licr  m.'uriago.  She  is  now  the  mother  of  four 
children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  John  E.,  was  gradu- 
ated from  the  Joliet  Higli  School,  and  is  a  success- 
ful teacher  in  New  Lenox  Township;  Howard  B. 
was  also  graduated  from  the  High  School  at  Joliet 
and  remains  under  the  parental  roof.  The  two 
yovuiger  are  Ilattie  J.  and  Wilbur  A.  In  1871^ 
Mr.  Francis  was  elected  Supervisor  of  New  Lenox 
Township  and,  in  1874,  was  a  second  time  elected 
to  that  office,  which  he  has  since  held  continu- 
ously. He  was  formerly  a  School  Trustee,  and 
since  1881  has  held  the  office  of  School  Treasurer 
and  was  also  Township  Collector  two  years.  He 
is  a  Republican,  and  takes  an  active  part  in  poli- 
tics, serving  as  a  member  of  the   County   Central 
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Committe  and  ofcupies  other  positions  of  trust  and 
responsibility. 

Aside  from  these  duties,  Mr.  I'raneis  lias  fol- 
lowed farming  all  his  life,  and  for  many  years  lias 
made  a  specialty  of  stock-raising,  and  also  oper- 
ated as  a  dairyman,  shiiiping  milk  to  C'liieago. 
Both  he  and  his  estimable  wife  are  members,  in 
good  standing,  of  the  Methodist  Church,  in  which 
Mr.  Francis  formerly  held  the  oflice  of  Secretary 
and  Treasurer.  His  farm  property  embraces  Ave 
hundred  and  thirty-six  acres  of  choice  land  in 
New  Lenox  Township,  where  he  has  made  fine  im- 
provements, being  supplied  with  the  requisite 
buildings,  and  availing  himself  of  the  most  ap- 
l)roved  machinery  in  the  cultivation  of  his  land. 

Personally,  .Mr.  Francis  is  looked  upon  as  one 
of  the  leading  men  of  Ids  township.  He  is  a  man 
of  progressive  ideas,  liberal  and  public  spirited, 
and  his  career  is  indicative  of  the  esteem  and  con- 
fiileiico  wiUi  which  be  is  regarded  by  his  fellow- 
citizens.  His  amiable  wife  has  been  an  efiicient 
hel|)mate  and  has  contributed  her  full  quota  to- 
ward sustaining  the  rei)ntation  of  the  famil3-. 
They  have  one  of  the  finest  country'  homes  in  the 
township,  one  which  invariablj'  attr.acts  the  atten- 
tion of  the  passing  traveler,  who  turns  a  second 
time  to  regale  his  eyes  ui)on  its  beauty  and  the  air 
of  comfort  ami  plenty  which  surrounds  it. 


J_^'  ALLEN  FRANCIS.  The  Francis  family 
@/Lllj  is  recognized  as  holding  a  leading  position 
I  (i  aiming  the  best  people  of  Will  County. 
The}-  made  their  advent  iiere  in  the  pio- 
iiccr  days,  and  have  contributed  in  no  small  degice 
to  the  development  of  its  best  resources.  Their 
honesty,  industry  and  enterprise  proved  a  stimulus 
to  those  around  them,  while  likewise  gaining  for 
themselves  a  competence.  Thej-  represent  a  large 
amount  of  propertv.  and  pay  annually  into  the 
county  tre;isur3'  a  snug  sum  in  the  wtiy  of  taxes. 
Their  liomes  represent  t.aste  and  culture,  for  which 
they  have  ever  been  distinguishsd,  and  their  names 


will  go  down  to  posterity  among  those  who  have 
been  most  honored  in  Northern  HIinois. 

In  tracing  the  lineage  of  the  Francis  family  we 
find  their  ancestors  were  originally  from  Scotland 
and  England.  During  the  religious  persecution  of 
16'.tti,  they  were  driven  from  those  countries  and 
took  refuge  in  Ireland,  where  two  generations 
were  born.  The  immediate  progenitor  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  late  Abraham  Fran- 
cis, who  was  born  in  County  Cavan.  Ireland,  Sep- 
tember 29,  1808.  As  a  lad  he  was  more  thanordi- 
narii3'  bright  and  intelligent,  and  at  an  early  age 
evinced  an  ambition  to  do  something  and  be  some- 
body in  the  world.  He  had  come  honestly  by  this 
trait  of  character,  as  in  1816  his  father  had  decided 
that  he  could  better  his  fortunes  in  America,  and 
accordingly  sailed  for  the  New  World  with  his 
little  familv.  They  located  in  Brown  Count3', 
Ohio,  where  the  father  died  when  Abraham  was  a 
youth  of  fifteen  years. 

The  p.iternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
William  Francis,  also  a  native  of  County  Cavan, 
and  a  farmer  by  occupation.  His  chief  character- 
istics have  been  his  honesty  and  industry,  as  his  ad- 
vantages were  limited  and  he  had  at  an  early  age 
come  in  contact  with  the  sterner  side  of  life,  and 
was  obligeil  to  make  his  own  waj-  in  the  world 
from  the  time  he  was  able  to  do  so.  After  his 
death  Abraham  and  his  sisters  lived  together  in 
Brown  Count}',  until  the  former  had  reached  his 
majority.     The  mother  had  died  in  Ireland. 

Early  in  the  spring  of  1831  Abraham  Francis 
left  the  Buckeye  State  in  company  with  a  young 
(iermau  who  bad  been  in  his  employ,  and  set  out 
on  horseback  for  Shawnee  Mound,  Tippecanoe 
County,  Ind.  Thence  they  started  on  foot  with 
their  knaijsacks  ami  axes  to  explore  the  region 
r.iund  the  headwaters  of  the  Kankakee  River. 
After  arrixiug  tlicrethey  made  canoes  and  floated 
down  the  river  to  Wilmington,  where  they  again 
took  terra  lirnia  and  followed  the  Indian  trail  to 
this  township.  This  trail  led  directly  b}'  the  door- 
yard  of  the  residence  now  owned  by  the  subject  of 
tills  sketch. 

Having  finally  chosen  his  location.  Abraham 
Francis  entered  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
ia'id    from     the    Covernmeut,    and    settled     ver^- 
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nearly  upon  the  spot  where  the  residence  of  A. 
Allen  now  stands.  He  also  "tloated  "  another  one 
hundred  and  sixt}-  acres,  which  embraced  the  north 
half  of  the  east  half  of  section  9,  New  Lenox 
Township.  Here  he  liuilt  a  log  cabin  and  remained 
until  the  latter  part  of  June,  1831.  Then,  having 
business  in  Brown  County,  Ohio,  he  started  for 
that  region,  arriving  there  early  in  July,  for  the 
purpose  of  finishing  up  his  harvesting  and  also  to 
take  unto  himself  a  wife  and  helpmate  to  share  his 
pioneer  life  in  Illiiitiis.  Tlie  wedding  occurred 
October  4  following,  the  bride  being  Miss  Mary 
A.  J.  Davison,  who  was  l)oru  in  Adams  County, 
Ohio,  i'arch  17,  1^15.  She  was  thus  less  tiian 
seventeen  ye;irs  old  at  the  time  of  her  marriage. 
Her  father,  William  Davison,  was  a  native  of 
Adams  County,  and  the  maitlen  name  of  his  wife 
was  Mary  Ingrahain.  Subsequently  they  removed 
to  Tippecanoe  County,  Ind.,  where  they  died  and 
were  buried  in  the  old  Meharry  graveyard. 

Soon  after  their  mairiage  Aln-aham  Francis  and 
his  bride  set  out  for  their  new  home  in  Illinois, 
reaching  their  destination  Novembei-  IG.  Upon 
their  arrival  they  found  things  entirely'  different 
from  what  they  expected,  ami  in  consequence  were 
obliged  to  send  back  a  i)Mrl  of  their  slock  lo 
Tippecanoe  C'ounly.  in  I..  ti>  hv  wiiit<>ied.  Mr. 
Francif  had  eu<.'!it;('(|  ;i  mm  lo  put  up  :i  lac  ye  (iii:iii- 
lity  of  wild  hay.  which  he  f:iilc<l  to  .lo,  .-md  llius 
there  was  uothinii  upon  whirli  to  feed  tlie  cattle. 
The  young  people  began  life  in  true  pioneer  sty  le; 
on  the  day  of  their  arrival  aMiicir  new  home  snow 
began  to  fall,  and  they  ilid  not  see  the  b:ire  ground 
again  that  winter.  The  winter  of  IS,'il-.'i2  will 
be  recalled  as  that  of  the  gre.-it  snow,  amid  which 
so  many  peri.-.hed  an<l  which  entailed  so  much 
har<lship  u|ion  the  settlers. 

In  June,  1.->.'S2,  the  lilack  Hawk  \Var  broke  out, 
and  Abraham  Franc-is  was  one  of  six  men  ap- 
pointed to  investigate  the  report  of  the  Indian 
outrages  over  on  Fox  Uiver.  ^\'hen  they  fouiul 
that  the  reports  were  true,  Mr.  Francis  with  his 
comrades  returned  home  and  removed  his  family 
tcj  Shawnee  Mound.  Ind.  This  done,  he  returned 
and  lent  a  helping  li:cnd  in  the  conflict  which  fol- 
lowed, serving  as  Seecciicl  Lieutenant  under  the 
ccjinmand  of  the  well-known  Capt.  .Seissions.   After 


the  war  was  over  Mrs.  Francis  returned,  and  their 
domestic  life  thereafter  flowed  on  uninterruptedly. 
At  one  time,  for  three  weeks  during  the  war, 
!SL'.  Francis  never  saw  the  face  of  a  white  man, 
and  at  the  expiration  of  this  time  an  intimate  friend 
of  his  who  w.as  stationed  at  Ft.  Dearborn,  having 
learned  that  Mr.  Francis  was  here  alone,  joined 
him  to  kee|)  him  company.  He  arrived  early  one 
morning,  just  at  the  break  of  day.  Mr.  Francis, 
on  account  of  danger,  slept  in  the  field  tied  to  his 
horse,  and  hearing  footsteps,  and  supposing  an 
Indian  must  be  near,  brought  his  gun  to  a  level, 
and  was  abiuit  to  fire  when  he  discovered  that  it 
was  a  friend  instead  of  a  foe.  Rushing  up  to  him, 
ho  clasped  him  in  his  arms,  and  the  meeting  can 
better  be  imagined  than  described.  Mr.  Francis  in 
later  years  often  related  the  incident  with  the 
tears  streaming  down  his  cheeks. 

Subsequently,  Jlr.  Francis  repaired  to  Chicago 
and  engaged  in  teaming  for  the  Government, 
being  there  during  the  cholera  epidemic.  It  is 
hardly  necessary  to  state  that  he  began  in  life 
without  means,  but  b}'  his  great  industiy  and  jier- 
severance  he  steadily  advanced  on  the  road  to 
|irosperitv,  while  at  the  same  time  the  sterling 
(jiialilies  of  Ins  cliaractei'  were  the  means  of  bring- 
ing Mi-ocind  hicn  hosts  of  fiiends.  lie  was  a  great 
lovii-  of  line  stock,  and  was  uiciformly  prosperous 
:\l  llcis  industry  .■cicd  .mIso  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil. 
Ipoii  llie  coming  on  of  the  California  gold  excite- 
ment he  was  exceedingly  desirous  of  seeking  his 
fortunes  on  the  Pacific  Slope,  lint  refrained  from 
making  the  experiment  on  account  of  the  entrea- 
ties of  his  wife. 

Mr.  Francis,  however,  sent  out  a  conipan}'  to 
work  a  mine  on  shares.  This  enterprise  vvas  not 
successful,  as  the  captain  of  the  company  died, 
and  none  of  the  men  were  capable  of  taking  his 
place.  Prior  to  the  organization  of  Will  County, 
its  piesent  territory  being  then  included  in  Cook 
County,  Mr.  Francis  held  the  ofiice  of  Deputy 
Sheriff,  and  occupied  other  positions  of  trust  and 
responsibility.  He  was  originally  a  Democrat  in 
politics,  but  during  the  war  felt  that  he  had  reason 
to  change  his  views,  and  wheeled  over  into  the 
liepulilican  ranks,  being  a  strong  supporter  of  the 
Union.     Both  he  and  his  estimable  wife  were  lead- 
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iiig  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  C'luin  h. 
Mr.  Francis  departed  this  life  at  the  old  hoiiiestend 
in  New  Lenox  Township,  November  28,  1862. 
The  wife  and  mother  survived  her  husband  for 
nearly  twenty-two  years,  dying  January  15,  188  I. 

To  Abraham  Francis  nnd  his  good  wife  there 
was  born  a  family  of  eleven  children,  five  sons 
and  six  daughters,  eight  of  whom  are  living.  The 
eldest,  JIargaret  L.,  is  the  wife  of  Needham  P. 
Cooper,  of  New  Lenox  Townshiii,  and  is  believed 
to  have  been  the  first  white  child  born  within  its 
limits;  William  D.  died  of  t^-phoid  pneumonia 
when  a  promising  young  man  of  twenty-two  years; 
Mar}-  A.  J.  is  the  wife  of  J.  S.  Blackstone,  of  Kan- 
kakee; A.  Allen,  our  subject,  w.as  the  next  in  order 
of  birth;  John  is  represented  on  another  page  in 
this  volume;  Lydia  E.  is  the  wife  of  William  S. 
Niccolls,  of  New  Lenox  Township;  Charles  is 
fanning  in  this  township;  Clara  M.  died  when 
sixteen  months  old;  Addie  A.  is  the  wife  of  Jesse 
Mcharry,  of  Tolono,  Champaign  County;  George 
1,.  is  farming  in  New  Lenox  Township;  Carrie  D. 
did  when  an  interesting  maiden  of  thirteen  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  fourth  child 
of  the  pai'ental  household,  and  was  born  at  the 
homestead  in  New  Lenox  Township,  where  he  now 
lives,  September  7,  1840.  He  there  spent  his  early 
years,  attending  the  common  schools  and  assisting 
in  the  lighter  labors  of  the  farm.  He  completed 
liis  studies  in  the  High  School  at  Joliet,  ant!  started 
out  oil  tlie  journey  of  life  well  equipped  by  nature 
and  training  for  its  sterner  duties. 

Kight  d.iys  after  attaining  his  thirtieth  j-ear.  our 
Mibj'.cl  was  joined  in  wedlock,  September  15, 
isTii.  at  the  bride's  home  in  New  Lenox  Township, 
lo  Miss  Lizzie  . I.  IIa\en.  .Mr.  Francis  commenced 
his  wedded  life  umler  far  difl'ereut  circumstances 
from  that  of  liis  honored  father,  being  able  to  take 
his  liride  to  a  comfortable  home — the  old  farm 
where  ihey  have  since  lived.  There  have  been 
born  lo  them  five  children,  namely:  Maty  L.,  Oc- 
tober 20,  1877;  Allen  M.,  May  17,  1881 ;  Daisy  H., 
January  11.  1  88(; ;  Dwight  C.  September  21,  1887. 
and  one  who  was  born  Sci)tember  25,  188.'?,  and 
died  unnamed.  Uhey  havealso  an  .adopted  daugh- 
ter. .Vnna  11..  liorn  November  1!).  1S68.  andwho 
has  been  a   member  of  the  liousuhold  since  a  child 


(if  four  years,  considered  as  one  of  their  own  fam- 
ily. Theu-  eldest  son,  Allen  M..  died  of  scarlet 
fever,  .bine  5.  is.s.s,  when  a  little  over  seven  j-ears 
old. 

Mr.  Francis,  like  his  honored  father,  during  the 
latter's  later  years,  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the 
princiiiles  of  the  Ki'i)ublic:in  party,  He  has  sig- 
nalized himself  as  one  of  the  most  liberal  and 
public-spirited  men  of  his  township,  and  has  con- 
tributed both  time  and  means  for  the  promotion 
of  its  best  interests.  He  was  at  one  time  President 
and  Director  of  the  Agricultural  and  Mechanical 
Association  of  Will  County,  and  is  at  present 
President  and  Director  of  the  New  Lenox  Fire 
Insurance  Company,  and  Trustee,  General  Manager 
and  Treasurer  of  the  Centenary  Camp  Meeting  As- 
sociation, which  was  organized  under  the  State  law, 
and  at  present  is  Presiflent  of  the  Farmers'  Institute. 
He  has  been  a  School  Director  in  his  district,  and 
Superintendent  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Sunday- 
school  for  a  period  of  twenty  years.  Both  he  and 
his  eslimalile  wife  are  prominently  connected  wit'i 
this  church,  and  are  numbered  among  its  chief 
pillars. 

Mrs.  Lizzie  J.  (Haven)  h'rancis  was  born  in  New 
Lenox  Township,  March  31,  1849,  and  during  her 
childhood  attended  the  common  schools  of  her 
ncigliborhood.  Later  she  became  a  student  at 
Dearborn  Seminary  in  Chicago,  where  she  com- 
pleted her  education.  She  grew  to  an  atlr.active 
woiiKiiiliood  under  tlie  home  roof,  remaining  with 
her  parents  until  becoming  the  mistress  of  her  own 
iioiiie.  Her  father,  the  Hon.  Dwight  Haven,  who 
Is  represented  elsewhere  in  this  work,  came  to  this 
county  at  an  early  day,  and  earned  for  himself  a 
place  among  its  leading  citizens.  His  wife  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Helen  L.  Savage.  She  was  a 
sister  of  the  Hon.  Amos  Savage,  of  Homer  Town- 
shiii. and  departed  tliia  life  at  the  homestead  in 
New  Lenox  Township.  July  28.  1859.  I'lie  i),r. 
ental  family  coii-isted  of  six  children.  Ii\(.  (launh- 
lers  and  one  son.  of  whom  Mrs.  Francis  w:is  the 
eldest  liorn. 

It  is  an  interesting  fad  that  four  of  the  Francis 
lirollu'is  and  one  sister  live  on  the  same  highwaj-. 
llieir  faniis  adjoining,  the  sister  occiip\injr  the 
center   one.      All    the  vvivis  of   the    brothers    were. 
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like  themselves,  born  in  New  Lenox  Townsilnp. 
A.  Allen,  our  suhjecl.  is  the  owner  of  one  thmisanil 
aeres  of  land,  wliere  lie  has  fine  ini|)rovements. 
and  in  adilitinn  to  general  agrieulture  makes  a 
specialty  of  live  slojk.  oiternting  both  as  a  breeder 
and  dealer.  In  former  years  he  also  dealt  largely 
in  real  estate.  The  dwelling  which  he  oocuiiies 
was  erected  by  his  honored  father,  and  tluis  pos- 
sesses for  him  a  far  more  than  moneyed  value. 

We  direct  the  reader's  attention  to  a  lithographic 
portrait  of  Mr.  Francis  presented  in  connection 
with  his  personal  sketch. 


^%'IIOMASr,.  STAXXER.  In  a  volume  of  a 
f/n^^  biographical  nature  mention  should  cer- 
\>^^  tainlv  be  made  of  'I'lionias  Stanner,  who  is 
a  leading  and  wealthy  citizen  of  Dul'age  Town- 
ship. His  home  fai'm  comprises  one  luindred  and 
sixty  acres  of  fertile  land  on  section  18,  upon  which 
are  to  be  seen  the  buildings,  trees,  and  stock  that 
mark  it  as  the  abode  of  plenty  anil  good  judgment. 
Another  tract  of  eighty  acres  is  tinder  equally  good 
cultivation,  and  the  whole  constitutes  an  estate  of 
whieli  any  man  might  well  lie  pr(,>ud. 

The  parents  of  onr  subject  '.veie  Martin  1).  and 
Mary  (Cain)  Stanner,  who  represented  the  English 
and  Irish  races  respectively.  They  resided  in  Chi- 
cago several  years,  coming  to  Will  County  at  quite 
an  early  date  and  making  their  Inmie  in  Dul'age 
Township  fur  scnne  time.  The  father  ilieil  in  Co- 
lumbus. Ohio,  in  l.SSI.  and  the  nidlhei  at  the  liunie 
cif  our  subject  in  Diil'.'ige  Idwii^liip.  in  ISS.V  They 
were  the  ptirenls  nf  nine  children  of  wh^m  those 
known  111  sni\i\e  all- ;  ■riidiiias  11  ;  .l-ones.  a  resi 
dent  (if  llnnni  S.  Dak.:  and  .b.hn.  wll(l^e  Ik, me  is 
in  .loliet. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write,  was  born  in 
Chicago,  A'ovembei'  1  1,  l.s:',7,  but  reared  to  man- 
hood ill  the  <'iiuiity  Ih.-it  is  his  present  home.  lie 
was  eilucated  in  the  public  schools  of  tlii'^  county 
with  a  short  atteinlance  in  Cliieago.  and  has  added 
to  the  knowleclue  ulitained  in  buyliddd  liy  much 
general  reading,  keeping  ucll  putted  im  topics  of 
interest.      With  the  exception  of  a  few  years  spent 


iu  the  GJarden  City,  he  has  lived  in  DuPage  Town- 
ship and  is  tli(>refore  thoroughly  identiQed  with  its 
interests  and  numbered  among  its  most  public- 
spirited  citizens. 

On  February  2'>,  liSG3,  Mr.  .St;inner  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Anna  Dixon,  daughter  of 
iNIartin  and  Mary  Dixon,  formerly  of  Lockport, 
but  now  deceased.  Mrs.  .Stanner  is  a  worth}'  wo- 
man who  has  devoted  her  life  to  the-care  and  com- 
fort of  her  family,  and  been  found  ready  for 
neighborly  deeds  of  kindness  as  occasion  demanded. 
.She  has  borne  a  large  family,  of  whom  the  follow- 
ing survive:  Fannie,  wife  of  John  Matthews,  of 
.loliet;  Nellie,  Thomas,  John,  James  and  Lulu. 

The  tine  estate  owned  b_v  Mr.  Stanner  is  the  best 
record  regarding  his  enterprise  and  good  manage- 
ment, .and  the  fact  that  he  has  been  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  many  years  shows  that  he  is  well  re- 
spected by  his  fellow-men.  He  is  independent  in 
[lolitics,  aiming  to  cast  his  vote  for  the  man  of 
liighest  character  and  ability,  in  whatever  party  he 
may  be  found.  He  is  a  communicant  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  and  belongs  to  the  Catholic  Order 
of  Foresters,  being  enrolled  in  Lodge  No.  65,  at 
Lockport.  He  also  belongs  to  the  DuPage  Grange 
Lodge  and  to  the  A'igilanec  Society  of  the  town- 
ship. His  administration  of  the  affairs  that  have 
c<ime  before  him  as  a  .liistice  has  given  Inm  |iopu- 
larity  and  does  credit  to  himself  and  constituents. 
His  fatlierand  brother  Patrick  were  soldiers  in  the 
late  wai-.  ami  his  father  was  also  a  member  of  the 
regular  armv  before  the  war. 

JAMES  lUtiOINS,  Among  those  who  within 
the  prist  decade  have  joined  the  "slieeted  na- 
tions of  the  dead"  leaving  beliind  them  a 
'  memory  that  will  endure,  is  the  gentleman 
whose  cognomen  beads  this  sketch.  He  was  born 
in  County  Mon.aglian.  Ireland,  May  11,  1S22.  and 
(lied  in  DuPage  Townslii|i,  Will  County,  111.,  June 
1.'),  IM.SI.  His  life  had  lieen  marked  by  no  great 
events  or  striking  experiences, but  his  days  had  been 
spent  in  such  industrious  labors  and  quiet  pursuance 
of  dutv  as    to  secure    the    esteem   of  all  wiio    kuew 
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him  aiii]  cause  his  lieinisi'  to  he  legrelteil  hy  a 
laiye  eirele. 

Mr.  Bij^jrins  was  reared  to  llie  aji'e  of  eijihteeii 
years  in  the  lauil  of  his  liirth.  receiving- a  fair  edu- 
cation and  acquiring  some  knowledge  of  the  art  of 
tilling  the  soil  to  which  he  devoted  Ins  life.  So 
successful  were  his  labors  that  he  left  a  valuable 
estate  upon  which  his  widow  now  lives.  His  onl}' 
capital  was  his  strong  bands  and  natural  aliilities, 
by  a  zealous  use  of  which  he  won  success.  He  was 
a  Democrat,  although  he  did  not  confine  hi^  vote 
to  the  party  candidates  but  gave  it  to  the  man 
whom  he  though  best  qualified  to  fill  official  sta- 
tion. He  was  a  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  at  Lockport. 

For  nearly  half  a  Lcntury  prior  to  his  deatli 
Mr.  Biggins  had  resided  in  Will  County,  to  vvliich 
he  came  direct  from  the  East  on  emigrating  from 
the  Land  of  the  Shamrock.  When  called  hence  he 
was  not  onl\-  missed  by  his  immediate  family,  but 
by  his  neighbors  and  manj-  acquaintances  through- 
out the  county  where  he  was  known  as  a  public- 
spirited  ai  d  reliable  citizen.  To  his  family  he  w;is 
a  good  provider,  to  his  companion  a  kind  and  lov- 
ing husband  and  to  his  children  an  affectionate  and 
indulgent  father. 

The  marriage  of  Jlr.  Biggins  and  Miss  Catherine 
Prior  was  celebrated  February  'J,  l.sOl.  .Mrs.  Big- 
gins was  born  in  Ireland  and  is  a  communicant  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church;  she  is  active,  capable 
and  kindly,  holding  a  due  measure  of  regard  from 
neighbors  and  acquaintances.  She  owns  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  of  land  under  good  cnUiva- 
tion  and  the  most  of  it  well  iin|iroved.  Of  the  six 
children  whom  she  bore  her  hiisbaml,  foui-  are  now 
living.  These  are  Fngene.  James.  Edward  and 
William;  the  deceased  are  (ieorge  and  Mar3'.  The 
sons  belong  to  the  churc  i  to  which  theii-  parents 
consecrated  them  in  infancy. 

James  Biggins  was  accompanied  to  Ameiica  by 
his  brother  Owen,  who  also  settled  in  DuPage 
Township,  bis  farm  adjoining  that  of  James.  He 
was  an  industrious,  honest  and  law-abiding  citi- 
zen. He  departed  this  life  April  19,  1S8.1.  It 
is  safe  to  say  that  at  no  I'eriod  in  the  histor}' 
of  the  Emerald  Isle  have  more  diligent,  law- 
abiding    and    God-fearing    men    emigrated    from 


her  >hores  than  the  brolheis  .lames  and  Owen  Big- 
gins. I''nr  \  eru-s  to  come  their  memory  will  be 
green  iji  the  hearts  (if  those  who  knew  and  re- 
vere<l  them,  as  is  the  isle  that  gave  them  birth, 
:iiid  their  worthy  lives  may  well  be  emulated  by 
future   generations. 


LliEUT  M.  STKOXt^.  In  this  gentleman 
'■'-^f'  ^1;  we  have  a  representative-burn  citizen  of 
//  l»  Will  County,  a  descendant  of  one  of  its 
earliest  pioneers.  Among  the  lirst  who 
located  in  Dii  Page  Township,  the  father  of  our 
sniiject  soon  became  prominent  here,  and  for  a 
long  perioil  of  years  was  closely  identified  with 
the  pulilie  life  of  townshi))  and  county.  His  son, 
of  whom  we  write,  is  still  living  (ui  the  old  home- 
stead, the  place  of  his  birth,  and  is  pursuing  agri- 
cidture  with  marked  success. 

Albert  Strong  was  born  on  the  ISth  <if  July. 
isl.s.  ;i,  sou  of  tlie  late  Robert  and  Caroline 
(\\'illey)  Strong,  natives  respectively  of  \'ermont 
and  ^'ew  Vork.  His  paternal  ancestors  are  .s.aid 
to  have  come  from  England.  The  father  of  our 
subject  made  the  long  journey  from  his  early  home 
tc.i  this  count}'  in  the  year  l><3l,and  bought  land, 
f(U'  which  he  received  a  patent  fmm  the  (lovern- 
menl.  This  was  in  the  niirtheiii  pait  of  DuPage 
T<iwnshi|).  and  when  he  settled  on  it  it  was  a  wild, 
unrulti\"aled  tract  of  prairie.  Tliere  were  but  few 
white  people  there  then,  the  Indians  predominating. 
A  --hort  time  after  his  arrival  here,  he  Inid  to  go  to 
Chicago  for  safe  (juarters  on  account  of  tlu'  Black 
Hawk  War.  Bolieit  Strong  liist  built  a  log  cabin 
on  his  land  and  made  it  his  home  a  number  of 
years,  and  suljse(jneiitly  budt  the  present  commo- 
dious residence  that  now  ad(nMis  the  old  home- 
stead. When  he  came  here  he  had  but  veiy  little 
mimey.  but  from  that  small  beginning  he  acquired 
quite  a  valuable  estate,  his  farm  <  onsisting  of 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres  at  the  time  of  his 
ileath.  December  2M.  188.1,  this  veneralile  pioneer 
l)asscd  away  from  the  scene  of  his  usefulness, 
leaving  behind  him  a  memory  tiiat  will  ever  be 
cherished   in   the   hearts   of    those   who  knew  and 
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loved  him,  of  a  strong,  pure,  upright  life.  He 
not  Gill}-  aided  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  township, 
but  was  conspicuous  in  the  management  of  its  pub- 
lic affairs.  lb.'  served  as  Supervisor,  was  .lustice  of 
the  Peace  a  number  of  years,  and  lield  otlier  of- 
tiees  of  importance.  He  was  a  sturdy  Republican 
in  his  iMililicul  \iews.  A  man  of  a  true  religious 
nature,  he  was  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  serving  as  an  Elder  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  was  a  liberal  contributor 
towards  building  up  the  present  cliurcli  of  that  de- 
nomination in  JJnPage. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  is  still  living,  aged 
eighty  \ears,  ami  is  a  beloved  inmate  nf  his  house- 
hold. She  is  a  true  Ciivistian.  and  has  for  many 
years  lieen  a  member  of  the  Presliy terian  Church. 
fShe  is  said  to  lie  the  oldest  pioneer  in  DuPage 
Township  and  she  has  been  an  eye-witness  of  the 
gradual  growth  of  the  county  from  its  primitive 
condition  to  its  present  position  as  a  wealthy, 
highlj'-improved  county.  >she  is  the  mother  of 
eleven  children,  three  of  whom  are  now  living — 
Mary,  BIrs.  Ware,  of  California;  Robert,  living  in 
Arkansas;  and  Albert  M. 

Tlie  latter,  of  whom  we  write,  was  reared  to  the 
life  of  a  farmer  on  his  birthplace,  and  lias  alwa3's 
made  his  home  here.  Besides  gaining  a  sound, 
practical  knowledge  of  farming  in  all  its  branches. 
he  was  given  the  advantages  of  a  superior  educa- 
cation.  He  laid  the  foundations  of  his  education 
in  the  pulilic  schools  of  this  country  and  then  at- 
tended Naperville  Academy  for  two  years.  After 
that  he  became  a  student  at  the  Western  Reserve 
College,  at  Iluilstni.  Ohio,  and  pursued  a  fine 
course  of  study  there  the  ensuing  two  years.  After 
leaving  college,  he  returned  home  and  entered 
upon  his  career  as  an  agriculturist.  This  farm, 
lying  on  section  .3,  he  has  kept  up  to  the  same  high 
standard  of  cultivation  and  improvement  that  it 
bad  attained  under  his  father's  care,  and  113-  his 
judicious  management  he  secures  a  fine  income 
from  its  fertile  acres.  It  is  well  provided  with 
neat  and  substantial  linildings,  and  good  farming 
maehiner}',  and  is  well  stocked  with  cattle,  liorses 
and  hogs,  of  high  grades. 

On  October  21,  18G9,  Mr.  .Strong  and  INIiss  Ida 
Wheeler  were  united  in  a  marriage  that  has  proved 


to  be  a  liapi)}'  one  in  ever^-  wa}'.  By  their  union 
they  have  two  children — Grace  C.  and  Hattie  L. 
Mrs,  .Strong  is  a  nati\e  of  Pennsylvania  and  a 
daughter  of  the  late  Ceorge  and  Lucy  Wheeler. 

As  a  man  of  well  balanced,  well  trained  mind, 
of  exceptional  tact  and  excellent  business  traits, 
one  whose  honor  and  integrity  have  never  been 
rpn'stioned,  our  subject  stands  in  the  front  ranks 
of  our  best  citizens.  He  possesses  strong  pidjlic 
spirit  and  seeks  in  every  way  to  push  forward  the 
highest  interests  of  this,  liis  native  township.  He 
has  esiiecially  interested  himself  in  educational 
matters,  and  as  School  Director  for  many  3'ears  has 
been  a  prominent  factor  in  securing  the  excellent 
privileges  enjoyed  by  the  children  of  the  township 
to-(la\-.  In  politics  he  uiiholds  the  policy  of  llie 
Republican  party.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  of  is'aperville,  111., 
and  also  belongs  to  the  DuPage  Grange. 


EDWARD  S.  HURLBUT.  This  gentleman  is 
numbered  among  the  Imsiness  men  of  Joliet, 
'  having,  in  1889,  taken  charge  of  the  busi- 
ness formerly  owned  by  Mrs.  S.  F.  Savage,  ile  is 
not  a  stranger  to  the  citizens  of  this  place,  as  he 
has  for  some  time  made  this  his  home  and  been 
identified  in  some  capacit}'  with  ils  business  inter- 
ests, lie  is  a  \-oung  gentleman  of  intelligence, 
upright  character,  and  the  manners  of  a  well-bred 
gentleman,  while  his  business  abilities  are  such  as 
to  give  promise  of  success  in  the  line  which  he  has 
adopted. 

In  Rutland  County,  Yt.,  David  and  Mdiitable 
(Fuller)  Ilnrlbut  were  married,  the  former  a  native 
of  Vermont  and  the  latter  of  Connecticut.  They 
afterward  made  a  home  in  the  Empire  .State,  where 
Mr.  Ilurlliut  ilied  July  7.  1859.  He  was  a  cooper 
b^'  occupation  and  a  man  who  was  respected  as  an 
honest  and  upright  citizen.  Ilis  family  consisted 
of  four  children,  liut  two  of  whom  are  yet  living. 
These  are  Mary  E.  and  Edward  S.,  both  of  whom 
reside  in  Joliet.  A  son,  B.  F.,  belonged  to  Com- 
pany B,  One  Hundred  and  Twelfth  New  York  In- 
fantry, and  gave   his  life  in  defense  of  the  Union, 
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receivino-  his  death  wound  at  the  battle  cif  Cold 
Haihor.  .lime  1.  If^lM;  a  daughter  Kate,  the  wife  of 
llenrv  C  Moise.  of  Cony.  Pa.,  died  in  October, 
ISTC.  The  iiKitlier  I'leathed  her  last  in  .loliet.  Fch- 
rnary  1.  IsTS.  while  on  a  visit  lo  lier  sister.  .Mrs. 
.S.  K.  Sa\-ai;-e. 

The  suhjeet  of  this  brief  bidjiiaphieal  n<_)lice  was 
born  in  Ch;uil;iu(ni:i  ('(uuit y.  N.  v..  M:irch  ".2.').  1  S;")l . 
lie  received  .-i  L;i)nil  cdiicalidn.  and  at  the  :i-e  of 
seventeen  \  •  ars  started  i.iit  in  Ins  carn-r  as  a  chrk 
in  a  dry-trouds  store  in  .buiie--lown.  Iheie  lie  le- 
mained  about  two  years,  after  whicli  he  went  oTi 
the  farnj  for  a  wh Me.  In  l.sTI  he  eanie  to  Joliet, 
where  for  alxdil  a  \ear  lie  acted  as  a  clerk  for  iii.s 
aunt.  lie  then  returned  to  his  native  State  only  to 
again  come  to  .bilict.  wheic  in  about  a  year  he  was 
again  to  be  fiiund  in  the  employ  of  Mrs.  .Savage. 
He  eontiiiued  to  woi  k  foi-  her  until  IH.s'J,  when  lie 
assumed  the  control  of  the  Imsiness.  Mr.  liurlbut 
is  a  member  of  llie  Kepublican  party  and  a  pro- 
nounced prohibitionist  in  sentiment. 


S^NOCH  .STAFFORD  is  a  fair  specimen  of 
fe)  '''i''  Knglish-American  citizen,  and  a  siiccess- 
ik^^  ful  farmer  who  Ins  gained  a  cfimfortable 
estate  by  zealous  and  well-directed  efforts.  He 
owns  and  operates  a  tract  of  land  on  section  27, 
DuPage  Township,  upon  which  he  has  lived  since 
the  fall  of  18C3.  At  that  time  he  purchased  one 
hundred  and  ten  acres,  to  which  he  added  bj-  sub- 
sequent purchase  until  his  lauded  estate  comprised 
one  hundred  and  ninet}^  acres.  There  is  some 
timber  land  on  the  farm  but  the  greater  part  is  . 
under  good  tillage,  and  all  is  carefully  looked  after 
by  the  enterprising  owner. 

Our  subject  is  the  j-oungest  son  of  \Mlliani  and 
Ann  Stafford,  natives  of  ".Merrie  England." and  in 
Nottinghamshire  his  own  eyes  opened  to  the  light 
on  th(^  23d  of  Februarj-,  1830.  He  was  reared  upon 
a  farm,  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  agriculture  but 
having  limited  educational  privileges.  In  1851  he 
b.ade  adieu  to  home  and  friends,  determined  to  seek 
his  fortune  in  the  New^  World,  and  going  to  Liv- 
erpool embarked  on   the  sailer  '-Sea  King."     The 


vessel  left  the  Knglish  docks  April  27,  and,  after  a 
lapse  of  over  four  weeks,  entered  New  York  harbor 
-May  2;i. 

Mr.  Stafford  cMiiir  at  once  to  Will  County.  III., 
whrrc  for  a  time  lir  worked  as  a  farm  hand,  after 
which  he  began  as  a  renter  of  land.  For  about  ten 
years  he  was  thus  engaged  and  he  then  made  his 
lii-.~l  piireh.'i^e  of  re.'il  estate.  He  was  first  married 
in  Oelolier.  l.s.M.ln  .M  iss  .Sal  ah  Wheat,  who  bore 
him  tu..  ehildieii.  William  and  Sarah:  the  latter  is 
now  di'eeased.  Tlie  wife  passed  away  in  18.')<S  after 
a  liiief  weddeil  JitV  of  four  years. 

Oil  the2'.ltli  of  Oelolier.  IS.")'J,  Mr.  Stafford  con- 
tracted a  second  nialriinonial  alliance,  taking  as  his 
coiniianion  Miss  .lane  Wlie.at.  who  is  still  shar- 
ing his  fortunes.  This  union  has  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  eight  sons  and  daughters,  namely:  .M:iry, 
wife  of  .Jonathan  lioyee,  l.enjamin  W.,  (4eorgc  M., 
.lohn  and  Arthur,  living;  and  Sarah.  Stephen  and 
Charles,  deceased.  Mrs.  Jane  Staft'ord  was  born 
in  .Xottinghaiiishire,  England,  April  18,  1843,  to 
Benjamin  and  Hannah  (Hinsliff)  Wheat,  who  came 
to  America  when  she  w;is  about  twelve  years  old. 
Her  parents  settled  in  DuPage  Township,  Will 
County,  111.,  cm  the  farm  now  owned  bj'  our  subjeet. 
There  they  remained  until  death,  the  father  pass- 
ing away  .lune  2.  I<s7(j.  and  the  mother  some  time 
after.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wheat  had  four  children,  the 
onl\-  survivors  being  .\iin.  wife  of  William  Chap- 
man, of  Ellsworth.  Kan.,  and  Mrs.  Staft'ord. 

Mr.  Staft'ord  is  largely  independent  in  his  politi- 
cal views,  although  for  a  number  of  years  he  has 
vfited  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  receives  his 
due  measure  of  respect  from  those  to  whom  his  life 
and  character  are  known,  and  his  estimable  wife 
has  also  many  friends. 

ARTIN  F.  11 1. DEN.  This  mime  is  iiidis- 
solubly  .associated  with  the  growth  of 
Custer  Township,  as  that  of  one  of  its  ac- 
tive picuieer  settlers,  who  has  been  an 
iniporlaiit  factiu-  in  advancing  its  material,  socinl 
and  religious  interests,  and  it  is  well  that  his  life 
record  should   be   placed   on   these   pages.      He  is 
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still  actively  engaged  in  the  management  of  his 
farming  interests,  and  his  farm  on  section  30, 
sliDWS,  in  its  neat  comfortable  buildings  and  its  j 
well-tilled  acres,  the  care  that  he  has  bestowed 
upon  it,  and  is  a  fine  specimen  of  a  farm  evolved 
flora  the  wild  prairies,  that  is  still  in  the  hands  of 
the  one  who  turned  the  first  sod  on  its  fertile  acres. 
Diah  Tilden,  the  father  of  our  subject  was  a  na- 
tive of  Connecticut,  where  he  carried  on  the  occu- 
pation of  a  farmer,  lie  was  a  volunteer  in  the 
War  of  181 -2.  lie  was  married  to  Irena  Flint, 
also  a  native  of  C'l.mnecticut.  their  marriage  taking 
place  in  WiUiauistown,  Vt.,  and  there  they  resided 
till  olil  age  overlook  them,  and  'hen  made  their 
home  with  their  children,  who  lived  in  Michigan 
and  Illinois.  United  in  life,  in  death  they  were 
not  long  divided,  as  she  died  in  1805  at  the  age 
of  eiality-lhree  years,  and  sixteen  days  afterward 
he  breathed  his  last,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four. 
Three  of  the  eight  children  born  to  them  are  now 
living. 

Their  sou  Martin,  wdio  is  the  subject  of  this  bi- 
oii'raphical  review,  was  born  am(.)ng  the  beautiful 
hills  of  Vermont,  in  AVilliamstown,  Fel.iruary  (J, 
ISll.  He  was  the  recipient  of  a  gotid  education 
in  the  common  schools,  and  when  a  _vonug  man  he 
gave  his  attention  to  teaching,  and  for  a  while  was 
numbered  among  the  members  of  the  educatiiinal 
profession  in  his  native  State.  He  had  begun  life  on 
his  own  account  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  and  for  a  few 
_years  worked  as  a  stonemason.  After  that  he  gave 
his  attention  to  farming,  and  moving  into  North- 
ern New  York  fift}'  years  ago,  carried  on  that  oc- 
cupation there  nine  years.  Thinking,  however,  he 
could  sooner  acquire  a  competence  on  the  rich 
virgin  soil  of  Ulinciis.  he  came  to  this  State  in 
1849,  and  located  in  this  township.  He  was  in 
fair  circumstances  at  the  time,  and  investing  some 
money  in  a  tract  of  wild  prairie,  on  section  30,  he 
immediately  began  the  pioneer  task  of  redeeming 
it  from  a  state  of  nature,  and  it  niaj-  well  be  his 
pride  that  he  has  developed  that  tract  of  wild 
prairie  into  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  this  vicinity, 
and  that  all  its  improvements,  substantial  build- 
ings, well-tilled  fields,  etc.,  are  the  work  of  his 
own  hand.  His  farm  comprises  one  hundred  and 
sist^'    acres   of   land,  well   adai)ted    to    mixed    hns- 


liandry,  and  lie  also  owns  twelve   acres  of  timber 
land. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Tilden  with  Miss  Sarah  A. 
Kimball  was  solemnized  in  1S36,  and  for  fiftj' 
years  they  traveled  life  together,  sharing  its  joys 
and  dividing  its  sorrows,  the  greatest  grief  of  our 
subject's  wedded  life  being  in  her  death,  which 
oi  cured  in  the  month  of  September,  188-1.  Mrs. 
Tilden  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  and  a  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Sarah  Kimball,  who  nere  natives  of 
Massaehusells  and  early  settlers  in  A'erinont.  Ihey 
were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  all  of  whom 
are  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Tilden  was  born  Novem- 
lier  oO.  1809.  She  was  the  mother  of  eight  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom  are  living:  Lora,  wife  of  Har- 
per Bovee,  of  whom  see  sketch;  Mrs.  Sarah  Rose, 
wdio,  with  her  daughter  Mabel,  aged  fourteen 
years,  lives  with  her  father.  In  the  death  of  his 
beloved  wife  and  children  our  sufiject  has  sus- 
tained a  severe  bliiw,  but  he  does  not  mourn  as 
one  without  hope.  He  firmly  believes  with  the 
[)oet  that 

•Tf  the  Power 

Maketh  thus  his  pastures  green, 
Maketh  thus  his  quiet  waters. 

Out  of  waste  his  heavens  serene, 
AVe  can  trust  the  mighty  Shepherd 

Loseth   none  He  ever  led  ; 
Slime  where  .yet  a  greeting  waits  us 

On  the  faces  of  our  dead." 

Mr.  Tilden  has  been  closely  identified  with  the 
growth  of  Custer  Township  and  Will  County  since 
his  ad\ent  here  so  many  years  ago,  and  his  name 
is  classed  with  the  best  of  our  pioneers.  His  ca- 
reer in  life  has  been  distingnishetl  b}-  sound  wis- 
dom, stability  of  character  and  correct  business 
habits,  comliincd  with  honorable  and  conscien- 
tious views,  and  his  course  furnishes  a  worth}'  ex- 
ample to  the  young  men  who  are  just  starting  out 
in  the  world  to  find  fortune's  favors.  He  has  al- 
ways taken  an  intidligent  interest  in  the  political 
issues  of  the  day,  and  while  in  his  j'outli  he  was  a 
Democrat,  in  more  mature  years  he  identified  him- 
self with  the  Reimblican  party.  He  li.as  always 
been  a  lem|ierance  man  and  his  sympathies  are 
with  the  proliiliitionists.  He  has  borne  an  impor- 
tant iiart  in    the  administration   of   public  affairs; 
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was  Township  Clork  in  ai;  uarl^-  (l;iy  iiiul  al.-io  T;us- 
Icc  of  llie  Townslii|i.  lie  has  l)fi'ii  Diri'clor  of 
this  sfhoul  ilistrict  for  many  yt-ars.  A  sincere' 
and  earnest  Christian,  he  lias  alway-;  manifested 
a  dee|)  interest  In  the  rellnluus  and  nmial  wi-llVii' 
of  the  community,  and  as  a  leailmg  mendier  of  the 
Baptist  Chnieli,  of  uhleli  he  Is  a  Deacon,  he  h.as 
done  nnicli  to  forward  il.  He  has  taken  an  active 
part  In  the  Sunday-school  as  one  of  Its  most  faltli- 
ful  teachers. 


M^^m^^nmi 


ICIIAEL  W.  KELLY,  A.  B.,  'SI.  D.  This 
name  represents  one  of  the  older  and  prom- 
Li;  iuent  ph_vsicians  of  Joliet,  who  came  to 
the  city  in  188(J,  and  located  his  otlice  at 
No.  (331  Cass  Street.  Until  1885,  he  conducted  a 
drug  store  on  Jefferson  Street,  but  ui)on  its  de- 
struction by  fire  in  that  year,  he  abandoned  the 
drug  business.  He  was  born  in  County'  Roscom- 
mon, Irelaml,  and  when  a  lad  of  ten  years  came  to 
.\nierlca  with  his  father.  Thomas  Kell}',  who  loca- 
ted with  his  family  at  Petersburg.  Ill,  and  then- 
sojourned  until  his  death,  about  1873. 

Dr.  Kelly  spent  a  portion  of  his  boyhood  days 
in  the  schools  of  Petersburg,  111.,  and  subsequently 
attended  the  celebrated  college  at  Teutopolis, 
Kllingham  County,  111.,  under  the  guidance  f)f  the 
Pranclscan  Fathers.  After  leaving  that  institution 
he  repaired  to  Atchison.  Kan.,  entering  the  Ben- 
edictine College,  from  which  in  due  time  he  was 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  A.  ]!.  Later  he 
taught  school  for  a  number  of  years.  Init  In  the 
meantime  entertained  the  steady  resolve  to  enter 
the  medical  profession  as  soon  as  circumstances 
would  permit.  He  met  with  success  as  an  instruc- 
tor and  was  principal  of  the  village  school  at 
Lostant,  LaSalle  County.  111.,  for  three  years. 

Entering  upon  the  study  of  medicine  under  the 
instruction  of  Prof.  Frothlngham.  of  the  medical 
department  of  JNIichigan  University,  Dr.  Kelly  was 
graduated  from  that  institution  in  18711;  then 
returning  to  his  native  country  he  enteied  JMd)lln 
University,  and,  after  spending  a  year,  returned 
to  America,  and  entered  upon  the  regular  practice 


of  his  profession  al  Mlnooka.  ( J  rundy  Count}',  III., 
where  he  I'emalned  two  yeais.  From  that  [)lace  he 
came  to  .lullcl.  where  he  Is  now  in  the  enjoyment 
of  a  lucratlvi'  i)ru-tice.  lie  Is  Ihoroughly  devoted 
to  his  profession  and  gives  to  it  his  exclusive  time 
and  attention,  and  In  the  interests  of  his  work, 
belouys  to  the  Will  County  IMedlcal  Society. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  Kelly  with  Miss  Luc}'  E. 
Ilennesy,  was  celebr.-iled  at  the  bride's  home  in 
iMinooka,  Octol)er  10,  lS7i).  They  are  now  the 
parents  of  one  child,  a  son,  William  F.,  born 
August  2G.  issi.  Dr.  Kelly  belongs  to  St.  Mary's 
Catliollc  Church.  Upon  becoming  a  voting  cit- 
izen, he  Identllied  himself  with  the  Democrat  party. 
lie  carefnll\-  avoids  the  responsibilities  of  office  and 
with  the  exception  of  casting  his  vote  at  the  regu- 
lar election,  has  little  to  do  with  outside  matters. 
Not  only  in  the  i)rofesslou,  hut  In  social  and  busi- 
ness circles.  Dr.  Kelly  (iccn[)les  a  high  position, 
possessing  the  genial  qualities  and  strict  integrity 
which  have  fully  established  him  in  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  those  around  him. 

Mrs.  Lucy  E.  (Ilennesy)  Kelly  was  born  Decem- 
ber 11,  181-'),  in  Channahon.  and  was  the  tlaughler 
of  .John  ami  Lucy  (Collins)  Ilennesy,  who  were 
natives  of  Ireland.  I'pon  coming  to  this  State, 
they  located  In  Channahon  Township,  where  the 
father  occu|)led  himself  as  a  farmer.  During  the 
gold  excitement  of  is  I  it,  he  went  to  California 
overland,  and  was  there  but  a  short  time  when  he 
died.  The  whlou'  niove<l  to  iMinooka,  where  she 
passed  tile  remainder  of  her  life. 

A  lithographic  portrait  of  Dr.  Kelly  is  presented 
on  another  pag(i  t)f  the  Ai.in.M,  and  rei)reseiits  one 
of  the  prominent  physicians  and  foremost  citizens 
of  Joliet. 


\y,  OIIN  UAYDEN,  one  of  the  most  wealthy 
and  prominent  men  in  Florence  Township, 
is  llk(!wise  one  of  its  most  enterprising  and 
'  progressive.  He  has  a  valuable  farm  with 
first-class  improvements,  and  his  surroundings  all 
indicate  the  exorcise  of  cultured  tastes  and  ample 
means.  The  family  stands  second  to  none  in 
Will  County,  In  [loint  of  respectability   and  ster- 
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ling  wovtb,  and  forms  a  portion  of  the  element 
which  has  brought  it  to  its  present  position,  mor- 
all}-,  socially  and  linanci:illy. 

Jlr.  Haydcn,  iu  his  search  for  a  permanent  loca- 
tion, wandered  a  lon.n  way  from  his  birtliplace. 
which  was  in  Lincoln  County.  Me.,  where  he  flrst 
opened  his  eyes  to  the  liglit.  His  father.  John 
Hayden,  was  a  native  of  County  Carlow,  Ireland, 
where  he  wjis  reared  to  man's  estate  and  married 
Miss  Hannah  Kinsella,  who  was  born  and  reared 
not  far  from  the  childhood  home  of  her  husband. 
They  lived  lliere  until  early  in  1836,  when  the 
father,  desirous  of  bettering  his  condition,  re- 
solved upon  seeking  the  ^'ew  World.  He  set  out 
on  Easter  morning  in  February,  from  the  Key  of 
Ross,  and  after  a  safe  voyage  landed  in  Quebec, 
Canada.  A  short  time  later  he  proceeded  to  New 
York  State,  and  from  there  to  Gardner,  Me.  Sub- 
sequently he  located  in  Lincoln  County,  that  State, 
where  he  resided  until  1850. 

Deciding  now  upon  seeking  the  far  west,  John 
Havden,  leaving  the  Pine  Tree  State,  came  to  lili- 
inois,  and  settled  in  Joliet,  of  which  he  was  a  resi- 
dent several  years.  Thence  he  removed  to  Spen- 
cer, and  from  there,  in  1860,  came  to  this  county, 
locatint^  on  the  farm,  in  Florence  Township,  which 
is  now  occupied  by  his  son  John.  As  the  result 
of  industry  and  perseverance,  he  became  well-to-do 
and  the  owner  of  a  whole  section  of  land,  besides 
what  he  gave  to  his  sons.  He  also  owned  prop- 
erty in  Chicago.  lie  came  to  Illinois  poor  in 
purse,  and  accumulated  his  possessions  solely  by 
his  own  industry,  lie  was  a  well-educated  man, 
and  looked  carefully  after  the  training  of  his  ciiil- 
dreu,  both  in  school  and  at  home.  He  was  modest 
and  unassuming  in  disposition,  never  seeking  pub- 
licity in  any  shape.  He  was  reared  in  the  faith  of 
the  Catholic  Church,  to  which  he  loyally  adhered, 
and  after  becoming  a  voting  citizen  in  America, 
identified  himself  with  the  Democratic  party.  He 
departed  tliis  life  at  the  homestead  April  5,  1889, 
aged  seventy-seven  years.  The  mother  survived 
her  husband  less  than  a  year,  her  death  taking 
place  February  28.  18',)().  svhen  she  was  seventy-five 
years  old. 

To  John  Hayden,  Sr.,  and  his  good  wife  there 
was    born    a    family    of   nine   children,  who  were 


named  respei'tivelj' :  IMary.  Daniel.  Catherine, 
Liidget,  Thomas,  John,  Hannah.  Burnett  and  Anna 
S.  Bridget,  Burnett  and  Anna  S.  are  deceased ; 
Mary  is  married  and  a  resident  of  Maine.  The 
otiier  children  are  living  in  this  State.  John,  our 
subject  was  a  child  of  four  years  when  his  parents 
came  to  this  county,  and  he  spent  his  boyhood  and 
3'outli  after  the  manner  of  most  farmers'  sons,  be- 
coming familiar  with  tlie  arts  of  plowing,  sowing 
and  reaping,  and  chousing  this  for  his  vocation  in 
life.  He  is  considerably  interested  in  live  stock, 
and  has  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
Florence  Township,  comprising  a  part  of  sections 
12.  2,  11  and  10.  The  residence  is  on  the  first 
mentioned.  Besides  this  he  has  eighty  acres  on 
section  23,  Keed  Township. 

Mr.  Hayden  is  raising  some  fine  blooded  horses 
of  jS'ormau  and  trotting  stock,  and  is  al)le  to  ex- 
hibit some  of  tlie  choicest  animals  in  this  part  of 
Illinois.  The  male  members  of  the  H.ayden  family 
have  been  distinguished  for  generations  for  their 
love  of  the  equine  race,  and  are  particularly  fond 
of  fast  horses.  They  obtained  a  fine  reputation  as 
breeders,  and  have  furnished  many  of  the  racers 
who  have  won  distinction  on  the  popular  tracks  of 
the  country.  Mr.  Hayden  bids  fair  to  be  in  no- 
wise behind  his  jirogenitors  in  this  respect.  He  is 
a  keen  judge  of  the  fine  points  of  horseflesh,  and 
evidenlly  possesses  a  natural  adafitation  for  this 
business. 

Although  not  meddling  vei'y  much  in  polities, 
Mr.  Hayden  keeps  himself  thoroughly  posted  in 
regard  to  current  events,  and  gives  his  unqualified 
support  to  the  Democratic  party.  He  has  held  the 
office  of  Roarl  Commissioner  and  served  as  Treas- 
urer of  Florence  Township  for  the  last  eleven 
\ears.  In  religious  matters  he  adheres  to  the 
Catholic  faith  of  his  forefathers,  and  his  wife  and 
family-  are  in  full  .sympathy  with  him  in  this  re- 
spect. 

Miss  Bridget  Bergan,  of  ^lanhattan.  this  county, 
was  wedded  to  our  subject  February  24,  1876. 
]Mrs.  Hayden  was  born  in  Manhattan,  March  17, 
1S52,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Martin  and  Hester 
(Welch)  Bergan,  who  were  natives  of  County  Kil- 
kenny, Ireland.  The  parents  were  reared  and 
married  in  their  native   county,  and  emigrated  to 
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America  about  1846.  The3'  first-settled  in  Peoria, 
but  the  following  year  took  up  tiieir  residence  in 
.Manl)attan,  wliere  tlie^'  still  live.  Of  Miis  union 
tlicrc  liavc  lieen  born  five  cliililicn,  viz.:  .lolin  F., 
Maiiicl,  AVillinni.  Martin  (I.  anil  .Vnna.  all  (if  wIkuii 
are  livinu;  and  form  an  exceedingly  bright  and  in- 
teresting group,  receiving  careful  parental  training 
and  the  older  ones  pursuing  their  studies  in  the 
common  schools. 


^T^  ANIKL  K.  (ilSE,  senior  member  of  the  firm 
if  \).  K.  Gise  A-  Co.,  stands  at  the  head  of 
me  of  the  important  manufacturing  interests 
of  .lolict.  operating  a  factor3-  which  turns  outdoor 
hinges  and  other  articles  in  this  line.  The  ollice 
occupies  No.  Ill,  St.  Louis  Street,  while  the  resi- 
dence of  j\Ir.  <iise  is  located  at  No.  201.  Shernian 
Street.  Mr.  (Jise  Gas  been  a  resident  of  this  county 
since  18C8,  and  for  the  space  of  a  dozen  years  has 
been  associated  with  its  leading  interests. 

A  native  of  Lelianon  County.  Pa,,  Mr.  Gise  was 
born  March  3,  184;!.  and  is  the  son  of  David  11. 
Gise.  a  native  of  Newmanstowu,  that  State.  The 
latter  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  State, 
and  was  there  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Kerlin.  The 
wife  was  of  English  descent,  her  progenitors  set- 
tling in  Penns^-lvania  at  an  earlv  d.ay.  Both  fam- 
ilies were  of  eminent  respectability  and  the  male 
members  largely  millers  by  trade. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  when  he  was  an  in- 
fant of  three  moirlhs,  removed  to  Center  Countv, 
I'a.. where  the  father  followed  milling  and  farming 
and  where  the  mother  died.  In  18G7,  after  the 
death  of  his  wife,  David  Gise  emigrated  to  Illinuis 
with  his  family,  settling  south  of  Maidiattan.  in 
Wilson  Township,  this  county,  wliere  he  now  lives. 
Daniel  K.  was  reared  to  mature  years  in  Center 
County.  Pa.,  and  after  reaching  manhood  engaged 
in  mercantile  pursuits  until  coming  to  this  county. 
lie  then  [lurchased  land  in  .Manhattan  Townshii), 
which  he  brought  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation, 
erecting  thereon  suitable  farm  buildings  and  where 
he  resided  until  about  1872;  then  removing  to 
Joliet  he  purchased  a  stock  of  goods  and  established 


himself  on  Washington  Street,  where  he  continued 
to  do  business  until  1882.  That  year  he  sold  (,nt 
and.  aftci  an  interval  of  rest,  became  interested  in 
live  stuck  in  the  West,  wliieli  cngaLied  his  atten- 
tiiiii  fur  a  lime,  and  he  then  established  his  present 
business  which  he  has  conducted  alioul  five  years. 
He  still  retains  possessidu  of  his  farm  pi-nperty  in 
Maidiattan  Tnwnship.  (Jise  A-  Co.selUhc  product 
of  their  maiiufaitdi-y  principally  lo  the  jobbing  and 
retail  'rade.  having  men  on  the  road  at  all  times. 
Mr.  Gise  was  niarried.  Februarv  10.  1M70,  in 
Milllii.  County.  Pa.,  to  .Miss  Addie  A.  Kearns  who 
was  born  in  that  cminly  August  27,  1S47.  The 
I)arents  of  Mrs.  Gise  were  I'homas  and  :\lary  (Set- 
tle) Kearns,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  aud  now  de- 
ceased. Four  children  have  been  born  to  our  subject 
and  his  good  wife,  these  bearing  the  names  re- 
spectively, of  Ward  K..  Lloyd  P..  Buelah  A.  and 
Kdith  S.  .  .Mrs.  tn'se  is  a  member  in  good  standing 
of  the  Central  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Gise 
gives  his  political  support  to  the  Democratic  party 
but  meddles  very  little  with  public  affairs,  prefer- 
ring to  devote  his  time  and  attention  to  his  business 
interests  and  his  f;imil\-. 


CORNELIUS    J.   McCLURE.      In   traveling 
-  about  Will  County  one  is  struck  by  the  ap- 
- pcarancc  of  neatness  and  order  which  many 

of  its  homes  bear  and  the  evidences  of  thrift  and 
enterprise  wdiich  are  to  be  seen  on  every  hand. 
These  features  are  noticeable  in  contemplating  the 
estate  occupied  by  the  above-named  gentleman, 
which  comprises  one  hundred  and  sixtv  acres,  on 
section  ly,  Jlanhattan  Township.  It  is  evident 
that  the  manager  of  this  place  is  successfully  pur- 
suing his  avocation,  which  is  plainly  seen  to  be 
that  of  grain  and  stock-raising.  Ilolstei'n  cattle 
and  Poland-China  swine  of  good  grades  graze  over 
the  broad  acres,  and  some  twenty  head  of  high- 
grade  draft  horses  are  also  visible.  Investigation 
reveals  the  fact  that  Mr.  McCInre  has  recently  suf- 
fered the  loss  by  fire  of  a  large  barn,  40x70  feet, 
and  other  buildings,  but  that  substantial  structures 
will  soon  replace  the  temporary  shelter  which   he 
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has  been  compelle(1  to  use  for  a  time.  The  in- 
quirer would  also  learn  that  he  operates  two  buii- 
Ireil  and  forty  aeres  i.if  land,  and  rents  an  equal 
amount,  and  that  his  entire  landed  estate  is  tdlable, 
well  tiled,  fenced  and  otherwise  improved.  It  is 
divided  into  three  im[)roved  |)laees,  one  comprising 
a  quarter  of  section  25,  Jackson  Township,  and  an- 
other, eighty  acres  on  section  30,  Manliattan 
Township,  watered  by  Jlnd  Creek. 

The  McClnre  family  is  of  Scotch  lineage,  and 
the  branch  to  wliich  our  subject  belongs  was  repre- 
sented in  the  third  generation  previous  to  his  time 
by  a  McClure  who  was  boru  near  New  York  City, 
and  was  an  earl}-  settler  in  St.  Albans,  Vt.  A 
brother  of  this  gentleman  belonged  to  the  Revolu- 
tionary army,  was  taken  prisoner  and  confined  in  a 
prison  ship,  his  place  of  continement  being  so  loath- 
some that  he  became  crazy.  The  grandfather  of 
our  subject  was  James  i\IcCluie,  born  in  Franklin 
County, Vt.,  in  1777,  and  the  owner  of  a  farm  which 
he  operated  until  his  death.  The  next  in  the  paternal 
line  of  descent  was  Daviil,  who  was  born  near  St. 
Albans,  Franklin  County.  \'t.,  and  followed  in  his 
father's  footsteiis,  becoming  a  fanner. 

David  McCkire  cleared  a  farm  one-lialf  mile 
from  Lake  Clianiplain.  and  there  raised  large  lloeks 
of  j^liecp  and  lierds  of  other  stock.  In  the  fall 
of  1851:  he  scjld  his  Eastern  jiroperty,  and  coming 
to  Will  Count}',  111.,  purchased  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  if  raw  land  in  Wilmington  Townshii), 
and  imraediately  set  about  its  improvement.  After 
having  seen  his  lalnirs  crowned  with  success,  in 
1864  he  removed  to  (Jreen  Garden  Township,  pur- 
chasing an  equal  amount  there,  upon  which  he  re- 
mained but  eighteen  months.  He  then  sold,  and 
in  the  fall  of  18G5  became  a  resident  of  M.anhattan 
Township,  lie  ijurchased  eighty  acres  of  land  on 
section  30,  together  with  one  iuindred  and  sixty 
acres  on  section  25,  Jackson  Townshii).  and  build- 
ing upon  the  former,  operated  the  entire  acreage 
until  1880,  when  he  retired  to  Manhattan.  lie 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  the  repose  which 
bis  former  iudnstr}-  nieiiled,  breathing  his  last  in 
1885,  at  the  age  of  sevenly-six  years.  He  was  a 
stanch  member  of  the  Ivcpiililicaii  party.  In  earlier 
years  he  belonged  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Cluirch,  but    later  transferred  his  membership  to 


the  Tnited  Brethren  Church,  in  both  societies  as- 
sisting to  uphuikl  tlie  cause  of  Christianity  by 
joining  the  efforts  to  erect  a  house  of  worship,  and 
in  all  else  which  the  organizations  undertook. 

The  wife  of  David  McClure  was  Charlotte  Ayers, 
likewise  a  native  of  Franklin  County,  Vt.,  and  a 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Ayers,  who  was  born  and 
spent  bis  earlier  years  in  Massachusetts.  On  re- 
moving from  his  native  State,  Mr.  Ayers  continued 
bis  agricultural  work  iu  Enosburg  Township,  in 
the  county  wherein  his  daughter  opened  her  e3'es 
to  the  light  of  day.  That  worthy  lady  died  iu 
188G.  at  the  age  of  fift^v-eight  years.  She  had 
borne  her  husband  three  children,  (if  whom  our 
subject  is  the  flrst-born.  The  others  are  Judson 
L..  now   living   in    Manhattan  Village,  and    Orrin, 

I    wh(_)  died  when  but  three  years  old. 

'  The  natal  day  of  Cornelius  J.  McClure  was  Ma\' 
i:i,  1,S5(),  and  his  birtlqilace  the  old  McClure  home, 

I  on  the  banks  of  Ly.ke  Cbami)lain,  not  far  from  St. 
Albans.  Yt.  lie  has  but  slight  recollections  of  his 
native  place,  as  he  accompanied  bis  ijarents  to  this 

!  county  early  in  his  lifLh  \'ear.  They  traveled  by 
rail  to  Joliet.  anil  the  childhood  of  our  subject  was 
spent  amid  the  |irimitive  surroundings  incident  to 
the  cultivation  and  development  of  new  land.  His 
rememliiance  of  the  wildness  of  the  prairie  in- 
cludes the  charming  sight  of  a  flock  of  eighteen 
deer.  lie  early  learned  to  bear  a  share  in  the  work 
of  the  farm,  and  during  the  war,  when  older  and 
stronger  hands  were  scarce,  was  counted  as  one  on 
the  harvest  field  and  elsewhere. 

Young  McClure  was  but  fourteen  years  old 
when  the  family  removed  from  Wilmington  to 
(ireen  (iarden  Township,  and  fifteen  when  they 
came  to  IManhattan  Township.  He  had  enjoyed 
the  advantages  of  the  district  schools  whenever  it 
was  possible  for  him  to  attend  them,  and  when 
nineteen,  was  given  the  privilege  of  attending  Jen- 
nings Seuiinaiy,  at  Aurora,  one  term.  He  remained 
with   his    father  until   be   became   of  age,  and    in 

1872  rented  a  tract  of  his  father,  and  began  his 
personal   efforts    as  a  farmer.     In    the    spring    of 

1873  he  went  West  by  rail  to  learn  something  of 
tb(^  country  beyond  the  Mississippi.  He  became  a 
brakeman  on  the  Kansas  Pacific  Railroad,  between 
Brookville,  Ft.  Wallace  and  Denver,  and  later  went. 
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to  Nevada,  where  he  fiUeri  a  similar  position  on 
the  Central  Pacific  Railroad,  between  Toana  and 
Winnemueka.  lie  returned  to  his  lionie  in  tlio 
springs  of  1874,  liy  way  cif  San  Fianciseo  and 
Panama,  sailini;  from  the  Isthmus  to  New  Yoriv 
on  the  '■  Aeai)ulco,"  and  eonsmning-  seven  weeks 
in  tlie  homeward  journey. 

Resuming  work  on  his  fatlier's  farm,  .Mr.  McC'lure 
in  a  few  months  became  the  jnuclinser  of  eighty 
acres  on  section  30,  tlie  operation  of  wliich  lie 
added  to  that  of  some  of  the  homestead,  continu- 
ing it  until  1879.  In  the  meantime,  on  December 
23,  1875,  he  had  iieen  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss 
Emily  Morgan,  and  at  tlie  date  before  named  tlie^- 
located  on  property  belonging  to  her,  which  has 
since  been  their  home.  This  is  the  valuable  estate 
on  section  U),  in  addition  to  which  Mr.  IMcClure 
operates  a  part  of  section  30.  After  the  death  of 
his  father  he  bought  his  Ijrotlicr's  interest  in  the 
parental  homestead,  bringing  np  his  landed  estate 
to  four  hundred  and  eighty  .acres. 

Mrs.  ]McClure  was  born  in  Neansay  Township, 
Kendall  County,  111.,  where  her  father,  Moses  Mor- 
gan, had  settled  in  Is.'jO.  Two  years  later  he 
removed  to  the  vicinitv  of  .Toliet,  and  having 
prosecuted  successfully  his  occupation  of  tilling  the 
soil,  eventually  became  the  owner  of  eleven  hun- 
dred acres  of  land.  After  his  death,  in  1877,  his 
his  daughter's  share  of  the  estate  was  overseen  by 
her  husband.  Mrs.  McClure  was  educated  at  Joliet, 
and  it  would  be  hard  to  find  a  lady  of  more  pleas- 
ing characteristics  and  genuine  worth.  Her  ovm- 
cions  hospitality  and  mental  culture  make  her  home 
a  favorite  gathering  (ilace  for  friends,  while  to  Ikt 
husband  and  children  it  is  the  de.aresl  spot  on 
earth.  The  interesting  groui)  about  the  Hicside  in- 
cludes six  sons  and  daughters,  namely:  Alire. 
Mark,  Ara.  Irvin,  Addie  and  Wayne;  while  two 
children  have  gone  before. 

Not  only  has  the  enterprise  of  Mr.  McClure  se- 
cureil  him  a  good  estate  and  all  the  comforts  of 
life,  but  he  has  gained  a  still  better  reward  (ov  his 
meritorious  life  in  the  good-will  of  numerous 
friends  and  an  honorable  reputation.  He  is  now 
serving  his  third  term  as  Township  .School  Trustee, 
and  he  was  \'illage  Trustee  for  one  year,  his  lioiiie 
having  been  included  in  the  corporation  when    the 


charter  was  first  given,  but  later  set  off.  He  be- 
longs to  the  Grange  at  Manhattan,  having  the  sta- 
tion of  Overseer.  He  gives  his  ballot  to  the 
candidates  of  the  Repulilican  party,  and  is  ;in 
earnest  adxocale  of  temperance. 


i  DWARD  D.  CONLKY,  editor  and   proprie- 
tor  of  the   Joliet    Siyiiiil.  is   conducting  a 

—^  journal  which  under  his  management  has  at- 
tained no  small  degree  of  influence  in  this  part  of 
the  Slate.  He  is  a  native  of  the  city  of  Toronto, 
Canada,  and  was  born  August  11,  18  11.  He  was 
but  an  infant  when  his  parents  n-moved  to  HutTalo, 
N.  v..  and  in  ISO,  to  ■\Vilniiiigton,  this  State, 
whert'  Edward  was  reared  to  mature  }'ears,  and 
which  remained  his  home  until  18,S'J. 

In  the  meantime,  during  the  progress  of  the  Civil 
War  and  when  a  youth  of  nineteen  3^pars,  Mr. 
Conley  entered  the  Union  service,  enlisting  in  Com- 
pany A,  Thirt3'-ninth  Illinois  Infantry,  which  was 
assigne<l  to  the  Army  of  the  James.  He  partici- 
pated in  many  of  the  important  battles  which  fol- 
lowed, iiii'luding  several  engagements  in  front  of 
Richiiiond  ami  Petersburg,  remaining  in  the  service 
until  December,  18(1.").  when  he  rec(!ived  an  honor-, 
alile  iliselinrgi' on  the  mustering  out  of  his  regiment. 
In  the  meantime  he  had  the  satisfaction  of  witness- 
ing the  surrender  of  Lee  at  Appomattox  and  he 
saw  many  of  the  prominent  men  who  were  con- 
siiicuous  at  that  time,  vi/,.:  JelTcrson  Davis,  Presi- 
dent Lincoln,  (ien.  (!ranl.  Secretary  SLtiiIuii.  (!eii. 
Sheiiclaii  ami  others.  lie  discharged  his  duties 
faitbliilly  .as  a  soldier  and  at  the  close  of  the  war 
lelnrned  home. 

After  .'1  lirief  term  spent  in  school,  .Mr.  Conley 
engiged  in  the  furniture  business  one  year  at  \\'il- 
miiigton.  and  siibsetpieiitly  filleil  various  munici- 
pal and  township  otiices.  In  1  .^7  1 .  he  liecame  in- 
tin'csted  in  journalism  and  purchased  the  Wilming- 
ton Adriirafe  which  he  still  owns  and  controls.  In 
December,  IXSG,  he  purcli.ased  a  half  interest  in  the 
Joliet  .SVy//ia^  and  thiee  years  later  became  sole 
proprietor.  In  1889,  he  removed  to  the  city  and 
put  up  a  residence  at   the  intersection   of  Western 
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and  Buell  Avenues,  where  lie  now  resiiles.  For 
many  years  he  has  been  the  correspondent  of  the 
Chicago  Times  and  Herald,  sending  in  the  local 
news  from  Wilmington,  Braidwood  and  vicinitj*. 
Abont  Aiiril.  1879,  he  established  the  Braidwood 
liepoiipr,  which  he  published  six  years.  He  be- 
longs to  Bowen  Post,  No.  17.  G.  A.  K.,  at  Wil- 
mington. 

While  a  resident  of  Wilmington.  Mr.  Conley  was 
married  December  28,  1874,  to  Miss  Mary  A. 
O'Connell.  This  lady  was  born  in  1846,  in  Ireland, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Mrs.  Hannah  Burke,  now 
residing  near  Braidwood.  There  have  been  born  of 
this  union  a  son  and  daughter:  Edward  J.,  and 
I\Iay.  Mr.  Conley  was  reared  in  the  Catholic  faith 
and  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  St.  Patrick's 
Church. 


NTHONY  (i.  TAYLOR  is  profitably  con- 
ducting farming  and  stock-raising  opera- 
li  tions  in  Custer  Township,  where  he  has  a 
well  apiiointed  farm  on  section  23,  and 
here  he  and  his  family  have  an  attractive  home" 
i\Ir.  Taylor's  claims  to  reiiresentation  in  this  bio- 
gr;iphical  work  are  not  whollj"  as  a  farmer,  how- 
evt'r,  liut  in  part  as  a  noble  t3'pe  of  the  veterans  of 
the  late  Civil  War,  whom  we  delight  to  honor, 
and  who,  since  the  Rebellion  closed  have  done  so 
much  to  develop  the  fine  resources  of  this  county. 
Oui-  subject  has  an  enviable  military  recin'd,  as  an 
.able  and  trustw(]rlli\'  soldier,  who  did  his  share  of 
haid  lighting  that  kept  the  Stars  and  Stripes  Hoat- 
iiig  over  a  free  and  undivided  country,  ami  by  his 
valor  he  received  deserved  promotion  to  the  ollicial 
rank  of  Second  Lieutenant. 

Hiram  Taylor,  the  father  of  our  subject  was  a 
native  of  Rutland  Count,}-,  \'t.,  born  hSOIi.and  was 
tluic  reared  ti>  the  life  of  a  farmer.  His  mother, 
wlid^e  maiden  name  was  Eliza  JL  Weller,  was 
burn  in  the  State  of  New  Yoi'k  in  the  month  of 
.luiie,  IMIO.  Ill  l.S2(;  she  was  married  in  the  place 
uf  her  nativity  to  Hiram  Taylor, and  the}-  spent  the 
early  years  of  their  wedded  life  in  that  State.  In 
184'J,  thev  came  to  Will  County  and  settled  on  the 


farm  in  this  township  now  owned  by  Martin  Tan- 
ner. There  they  resided  for  four  years,  and  then 
removed  to  the  farm  now  occupied  by  our  subject. 
Here  they  made  their  permanent  home  and  here  the 
father  of  our  subject  died  in  1877.  His  mother  is 
still  living  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty  j'e.ars  and 
is  a  beloved  member  of  his  household.  Eleven 
children  were  born  of  her  married  life,  two  of  whom 
died  in  the  first  four  years  of  their  existence  and 
five  of  the  family  are  now  living  and  reside  in  this 
township. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  born 
September  16,  1840,  in  St.  Lawrence  County,  N. 
Y.  His  education  w.as  obtained  partly  in  his  na- 
tive State  and  parti}'  in  Illinois  in  the  common 
schools.  He  has  alwajs  been  at  home,  never  hav- 
ing worked  awaj',  excepting  for  half  a  month.  At 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war  he  was  engaged  on  his 
father's  farm,  and  watched  with  ardent  interest  the 
progress  of  the  Rebellion.  August  5,  1861,  he  en- 
tered the  army  as  a  member  of  Company  A, Thirty- 
ninth  Illinois  Infantry.  He  took  part  in  the  follow- 
ing campaigns:  Shenandoah  Valley  under  (Jen. 
Shields;  was  with  Burnside  in  his  Fredericksburg 
campaign;  was  then  under  Gen.  Banks  at  Suffolk, 
\a. ;  after  that  was  with  McClellan  on  t!ie  .James 
River  and  subsequently  was  at  Newburii,  N.  C; 
and  later  at  South  Carolina  he  fought  under  Gen. 
(iilmore.  There  he  and  his  comrades  took  part  in 
the  siege  of  Fts.  Wagner  and  Gregg  and  were  of 
great  assistance  in  the  capture  of  those  strong- 
holds. His  term  of  enlistment  having  expi'-ed  he 
re-enlisted  after  a  furlough  of  thirty  days,  returned 
to  \Vasliiiigton.  went  with  Gen.  Butler  to  Bermuda 
Hundred.  \'a..  and  was  active  in  the  .lames  River 
campaign.  He  remained  with  Butler  during  the 
siege  of  Richmond  and  in  the  spring  of  1865,  was 
transferred  to  Gen.  Terry's  command  near  Peters- 
burg, and  the  brigade  of  which  he  was  a  member 
was  the  first  to  intercept  Lee.  He  fought  in  the 
following  battles;  Alpine  Station,  Md. ;  first  bat- 
tle of  Winchester,  Va.,  and  was  in  a  number  of  se- 
vere skirmishes  taking  an  active  part  in  the  one  at 
Black  Water,  Va.  The  summer  of  1863  was  spent 
in  the  siege  of  Fts.  Wagner  and  Gregg  on  Morris 
Island.  S.  C.  Then  occurred  Bntler's  march  upon 
Richmond  and  the  retreat,  and  Mr.   Ta^'lor   was   in 
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all  the  battles  in  which  his  corps  was  engaged  until 
the  surrender  of  Lee  at  Api)oniattox.  He  served 
as  a  private  until  18G4,  Init  his  valor,  trustworthi- 
ness and  efficiency  bad  coramonded  him  to  the  n(i- 
tice  of  his  commanders  and  in  that  year  lie  was 
promoted  to  the  |)Osition  of  C'or|)0ral  and  then  to 
be  Orderly  Sergeant  and  in  the  same  year  received 
his  commission  of  Second  Lieutenant.  lie  was 
honorably  discharged  December  IG,  I Sfjij,  at  Spring- 
field. III. 

After  his  long  and  exciting  experience  of  life  on 
the  southern  battletields,  our  subject  resumed  the 
quiet  occupation  which  he  had  dropped  to  take  up 
arms  in  defense  of  his  country's  honor.  Coming 
back  to  the  old  homestead,  where  so  many  years  of 
his  life  had  been  passed,  he  activel}'  entered  upon 
the  duties  of  cultivating  the  soil,  and  rearing  stock. 
Ho  has  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  that 
under  his  alile  management  is  in  a  superior  con- 
dition. Its  neat  buildings,  well  tilled  fields  and 
general  air  of  tlnift  marking  it  as  one  of  the  most 
desirable  estates  in  Ihi-  vicinity.  Here  he  and  his 
wife  have  established  n  \\ome  that  is  the  center  of 
corafcirland  true  hospitality,  as  they  take  pride  and 
pleasure  in  making  it  a  happy  abode  for  their  chil- 
dren. 

December  (i.  IsdM.  Mr.  'I'aylor  was  united  in 
marriage  to  .Mrs.  Eliza  l^tewart  nee  Hicks,  a  soldier's 
widow  and  a  daugiiter  of  Joseph  and  Hannah  Hicks. 
Her  father  is  a  retired  farmer  living  in  Plaiiificld. 
By  this  marriage  our  subjei-l  and  wife  have  li\(' 
children:  ^■<'nie  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Yates  of  this 
township.  :nid  they  have  one  child;  Belle  is  the 
wife  of  Henry  Linton  of  Custer  I'aik:  Charles. 
Eugene  and  Hiram. 

Our  subject  has  Ijcen  closely  identified  with  the 
growth  and  material  'velfare  of  Custer  Township, 
and  so  of  Will  County,  since  his  boyhood,  and  is 
well-known  as  a  man  of  correct  hal)its  and  high 
principles,  who  possesses  the  business  tact  and  prac- 
tical ability  requisite  to  give  him  an  assured  place 
among  those  members  of  the  farming  community 
who  have  pursued  their  calling  to  a  successful  issue. 
'lis  position  as  a  citizen  of  Custer  Township,  is  of 
the  best,  and  he  has  given  it  good  service  as  a  pub- 
lic official,  always  discharging  his  duty  with  con- 
scientious   fidelity.     He  has  been  Director  of    this 


district  (No.  1).  He  occupies  an  important  posi- 
tion as  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Road  Commis- 
sioners, and  h,as  just  been  appointed  Enumerator  of 
Census  by  the  United  States  Government,  for  Custer 
Township,  llis  public  and  private  duties  are  so 
numerous  that  ho  has  just  been  obliged  to  resign 
the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace.  In  commemo- 
ration of  tiie  part  which  he  took  in  the  war  he  is  now 
a  member  of  Bowen  Post,  G.  A.  R.  of  Wilmington. 
He  always  votes  the  Republican  ticket  in  National 
politics. 


//^''  ^^^'  AKBEITEK,  a  highly  respected  resi- 
[|(  dent  of    I'lainfield  Township,   where  he  is 

^^'  profitably  engaged  in  farming  and  stock- 
raising,  m.ay  be  denomin.ated  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  this  portion  of  Will  County,  although  not  one 
of  its  earliest  settlers,  as  in  improving  his  present 
valuable  farm,  he  has  greatly  aided  in  its  develop- 
ment and  has  materially-  added  to  its  wealth. 

INIr.  Arbciter  was  born  in  Gerraan3',July  2.';,  1  827, 
in  1  he  town  of  Kappits  Ki.  ( irottkan,  Ober-Schlesien. 
lleuiy  Arlieiter.  liis  father,  was  born  in  the  same 
village,  where  his  father,  of  the  same  name  as  him- 
self, carried  on  fa -mine;  and  s|)ent  the  whole  of  his 
life.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  lired  to  agri- 
ciiltural  pursuits  and  accorilin;,'  to  the  laws  of  his 
native  land,  as  soon  as  old  enough,  served  in  the 
ainiy  in  the  _vears  1S1:3-1  1-15,  and  fought  against 
Napoleon.  After  returning  to  jii'lvate  life  he  re- 
sumed fai'mingand  was  thus  engagcil  until  his  death 
in  his  native  village  in  IS.'jT.  Ik'  was  twice  mar- 
ried and  I'cared  nine  children,  only  two  of  whom 
ever  came  to  America,  our  sniiject  and  his  brother 
William,  the  latter  now  a  resident  of  California. 

He  of  whom  we  write  received  excellent  educa- 
tional advantages  in  the  land  of  his  birth,  attending 
school  until  he  was  fourteen  J'ears  (;f  age.  He  then 
commenced  t(j  uoi'k  on  a  farm  and  aflerwai-ds 
learned  the  trade  of  a  brick  and  plaster  mason,  serv- 
ing an  apprenticeship,  and  then  doing  journey  woi'k 
in  different  parts  of  Germany.  He  was  not  satis- 
fied with  his  prospects  in  Germany  and  thinking 
that  he  could  do  better  in  -Vnierica.  he  sailed  for 
this  country  in  1851,  emb.irking  at  IJremen  on  the 
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ship  '"Adler"  and  landing  at  <}uebec  on  the  17th  of 
June,  after  a  V03'a2e  of  sevent\-two  days.  He 
spent  four  weeks  in  that  eily  and  tlien  came  to  the 
States  and  nialviug  his  way  to  Chicago  resided  there 
one  3'ear.  In  1855  he  came  to  Will  C'unnty,  and 
engaged  himself  to  work  on  a  farm  at  ^^lo  a  month, 
and  was  thus  cuiplo3-ed  three  years.  He  subse- 
quently rented  the  farm  tliat  he  now  owns  and  soon 
bought  the  place  which  c<.imprised  eighty  acres  of 
land.  He  has  done  so  well  at  his  calling,  that  he 
has  bought  other  land  and  now  litis  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres,  divided  into  two  farms  that  are 
classed  among  the  best  in  the  place.  l)oth  l.ieing 
under  good  improvement  and  excellent  tillage  and 
provided  with  suitable  buildings. 

In  18G0.  3Ir.  Arbeiter.  by  his  marriage  with  Miss 
C'alherina  Sdler.  a  native  of  Germany,  secured  a 
wife  who  h.as  been  to  him  a  failiiful  helpmate,  act- 
ively co-operating  with  him  in  his  work,  and  by 
her  skillful  management  with  her  household  affairs 
contributing  to  their  prosperit}'.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Arbeiter  have  five  children,  four  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing, as  follows:  .Joseph,  Charles,  George  and  Mary. 
The  latter  is  now  the  wife  of  Christian  Larsen  and 
resides  in  Chicago. 

For  tliirty-five  ye..i-s  Mr.  Arlieiter  has  been  a 
resident  of  this  eoiuity.  and  in  that  lime  has  built 
u]!  for  liimself  a  solid  and  enduring  reputation  as 
a  man  of  good  character,  wiiose  dealings  with  others 
are  alwa\s  in  strict  accord  with  the  laws  of  justice 
and  honor.  He  is  an  active,  wide  awake  man, 
possessing  keen  foresight,  and  is  quick  to  take 
advantage  of  any  opportunity  lo  improve  liis 
ti  nances. 


■?=^EORGE  WENDLINc;  is  a  good  representa- 
'll  . — .  five   of  German-American   citizenshii)  and 
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_  the  thrifty  ways  which  ni.ake  the  tiermans 
so  successful  in  the  pursuit  of  a'jricnltnre.  lie 
owns  and  occupies  an  excellent  farm  in  Washington 
Township,  the  iiroi)erty  comprising  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  on  section  111.  and  t»eing  well- 
ini|)roved  and  intelligently  managed. 

Mr.  Wendliug  was  Ijorn  in  Reteim.  Alsace,  which 
at  the  date  of  his  birth.  May  14,  li-'31,  belonged 


to  France,  but  is  now  included  in  the  territory  of 
the  Germanic  Confederation.  His  parents.  George 
and  Catherine  (Wagner)  Wendling,  were  born  and 
reared  in  the  same  Province,  were  of  German  de- 
scent and  usually  spoke  that  language.  The  father 
was  a  linen-weaver.  He  died  in  his  native  country 
IMarch  14,  1851,  at  the  age  of  sixtj'-three  years. 
His  companion  survived  and  in  Februarj',  1852, 
leaving  two  children  in  Germany,  came  with  the 
otiier  six  to  America.  The  part}'  set  sail  from 
Havre,  France,  and  landed  in  New  York  City  after 
a  voyage  of  three  months.  They  went  at  once  to 
Buffalo,  where  the  mother  died  about  a  year  later. 
She  was  then  about  sixty  years  old.  She  and  her 
husbiind  were  lifelong  members  of  the  Evangelical 
Church. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in  his 
native  Province  in  both  German  and  French,  and 
grew  to  maturity  in  the  land  of  his  birth.  He  ac- 
companied his  mother  to  the  United  States  and 
spent  a  few  months  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y".,  whence  he 
came  to  Illinois  in  1853.  At  Montgomer}'  he 
learned  the  trade  of  a  cooper  and  followed  the 
same  in  Chicago  for  five  years.  In  1806,  he  re- 
moved from  the  (larrtcn  City  to  Will  County,  and 
selecting  the  location  upon  whicii  he  yet  resides, 
turned  his  attention  to  the  pursuit  of  agriculture 
and  to  improving  the  farm  which  he  had  purchased. 
He  has  succeeded  in  his  endeavors  to  make  a  com- 
fortable home,  and  the  present  condition  of  the 
land  which  he  occupies  and  its  various  improve- 
ments are  due  to  his  personal  efforts. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Wendling  and  Miss  Cath- 
erine Wagner  took  place  in  Aurora  and  has  been 
blest  bj'  the  birtli  of  nine  children.  The\-  are  all 
living,  and  Charles.  Laura,  Louisa,  Ella,  Mar}'  and 
Lena  yet  reside  under  the  parental  roof.  .John,  the 
first  burn,  married  Lena  Black,  and  the}'  reside 
uiion  a  farm  in  Kearney  County,  Neb.  The  second 
child,  Ernst,  who  is  also  farming  in  Nebraska,  mar- 
ried Louisa  Keberg.  Sophia  is  the  wife  of  Henry 
Razer,  who  operates  a  farm  in  Monee  Township, 
this  county.  Mr.  aiul  ISIrs.  Wendling  belong  to 
the  Evangelical  Church  and  endeavor  to  walk  con- 
sistently with  their  i)rofession.  ]Mr.  Wendling  is 
a  sound  Ucpublican. 

Mrs.  Wendling   was    born    in    Baden,  Germany, 
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August  18.  1836,  and  with  her  sister  Laura  accom- 
panied her  parents  to  America  some  years  later. 
Jaeol)  and  Eva  (Brown)  Wagner  had  lieen  liorn  in 
Baden  and  resided  there  until  1852.  They  left 
.4ntwerp  in  .September  on  the  sailing  vessel  "  Pat- 
rick" with  the  intention  of  making  a  home  in 
America.  They  did  not  reach  New  Yoik  City  until 
M.ay,  1853,  having  been  delayed  in  crossing  the 
ocean  l)y  storms  and  three  times  grounded  on  sand 
i)ars.  On  each  occasion  several  weeks  p.assed  before 
the  vessel  could  be  moved  and  the}'  had  to  lay  on 
the  English  coast  five  weeks  undergoing  repairs. 
Thej^  were  not  far  from  the  castle  of  Queen  Vic- 
toria, who  furnished  the  emigrants  with  food  while 
on  shore  and  also  gave  them  supiilies  for  the  con- 
tinuation of  their  voyage.  When  they  finally 
reached  America  Mr.  Wagner  and  his  family  al 
once  came  West  to  Illinois,  sellling  in  Lombai'd, 
DuPage  County.  After  their  children  were  mar- 
ried the  [Barents  canu'  to  Will  County  and  lived 
Willi  their  daugliler.  Mi's.  Wendling,  until  their 
deatli.  Tlie  mother  died  in  1871  at  the  age  of 
.seventy-two  3-ears,  and  the  father  in  IHSl.tigcd 
eighty-one.  liulli  were  members  of  the  Evangelical 
Church. 


bON.  DWIGIIT  IIAVEX.  A  great  poet  lias 
;  said,  "The  evil  that  men  do  lives  after  them. 
The  good  is  oft  interred  with  their  bones." 
J^  Be  it  our  task  to  record  the  honorable  careers 
of  those  who  so  ordertheir  lives  as  to  exert  a  bene- 
ficial influence  on  the  society  in  which  they  move. 
assist  in  the  grand  work  of  uplifting  humanity  to 
heights  before  unknown 

"And.  de|)arling,  leave  behind  them 
Footsteps  on  the  sands  of  time — 

Footsteps  that  perhaps  another 
Sailing  rt'er  Life's  solemn  main. 

A  forlorn  and  shipwrecked  brother, 
Seeing,  m.ay  take  heart  again." 

The  immediate  progenitor  of  the  Hon.  Dwight 
Haven,  of  New  Lenox  Township,  was  Samuel 
Haven,  who  was  born  in  Chesterfield,  N.  H..  July 
14.  1799.  In  Sheridan,  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y., 
January  11.  ls-21,  he  married  llcph/.il)ah  M.  Denny. 


This  noble  woman  was  born  in  Greenville.  Greene 
County,  N.  Y.,  May  29,  1802,  and  died  in  Wdl 
County,  111.,  August  11,  1860.  For  several  years 
after  their  marriage,  Samuel  Haven  and  wife  lived 
in  Chautau(}ua  Count}',  and  during  that,  period 
four  children  were  born  to  them.  In  September, 
1831,  they  removed  to  Illinois  and  settled  in  New 
Lenox  Township,  Will  Count}',  being  numbered 
among  the  pioneers  of  that  locality.  Here  Mr. 
Haven  gave  his  chief  attention  to  farming,  resting 
from  his  labors  on  March  12,  1866,  when  he 
crossed  the  River  of  Heath.  He  was  an  upright 
and  conscientious  man.  living  as  he  believed  right 
in  the  sight  of  God,  regardless  of  the  opin- 
ions of  men.  A  strong  Abolitionist,  he  \\as 
indicted  for  .assisting  negroes  in  their  tlight  to 
Canada.  He  is  entitled  to  the  honor  of  org.anizing 
the  first  temperance  society  in  Sheridan,  N.  Y., 
which  was  also  one  of  the  first  in  the  Em|nrc  State, 
dating  from  1826.  He  and  his  wife  belonged  to 
the  Congregational  Church,  of  which  he  was  a 
Deacon  many  years. 

The  faniil}'  of  the  honored  couple  comprised 
eight  sons  and  daughters,  the  gentleman  with 
whose  name  we  introduce  this  sketch  being  the 
first-born.  Carlos  was  serving  his  second  term  as 
State's  Attorney  for  Cook  Count}'  when  death  took 
took  him  from  among  his  fellow-men;  Samuel 
Rush  died  in  New  Leno.x  Township,  this  county, 
May  4,  1890;  Emily  M.  liecame  the  wife  of  Will- 
iam 1!.  Cleaveland,  and  died  in  Frankfort  Township, 
October  20,  1855;  Amanda  Cordelia  is  the  widow 
of  James  Goodspeed,  of  Joliet;  Helen  M.  died 
July  28,  1839;  Alvan  S.  died  in  New  Lenox 
Townshii),  November  29,  1878;  Helen  E.  is  the 
wife  of  William  P.  Kimball,  of  Chicago. 

The  Hon.  Dwight  Haven  was  born  in  Sheridan, 
Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  December  11,  1821. 
He  came  to  the  Prairie  State  in  an  emigrant  w.agon 
with  his  father,  and  lived  with  him  until  his  mar- 
riage. During  this  period  he  toiled,  studied  and 
enjoyed  the  recreations  in  which  farmer  lads 
generally  |)articipate,  and  shared  in  some  of  his 
father's  labors  of  love  toward  humanity,  helping 
him  in  work  on  the  "Underground  Railway,"  and 
in  other  ways  becoming  more  of  a  companion  lli.in 
many  sons.     He  ado]Hed  the  pursuit  of  agriculture 


588 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


as  his  life  work,  from  wliieh  he  has  now  rctirod, 
although  ho  still  occupies  his  pleasant  rural  home. 
It  consists  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  acres, 
bearing  the  various  improvements  which  it  would 
be  expected  that  a  man  of  iiis  ability  aad  progres- 
sive spirit  would  make,  the  house  being  particu- 
larly attractive  and  comfortable. 

In  Homer  Township,  this  count}',  on  November 
3,  1847,  the  interesting  ceremony  was  performed 
which  gave  to  Mr.  Haven  a  companion  and  help- 
mate. The  lady  of  his  choice  was  Helen  L.,  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Deacon  Levi  Savage.  She  was  born 
in  New  York,  November  12,  1825,  and  died  in 
New  Lenox,  July  28,  186i).  The  union  was  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  six  children,  of  whom  we  note  the 
following:  Lizzie  J.  is  the  wife  of  A.Allen  Francis, 
of  New  Lenox;  Mary  E.  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
Francis;  Helen  L.  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  Ferguson  ; 
Emma  J.  is  the  wife  of  Gilbert  Van  Duser,  of 
Kansas;  a  jiair  of  twins  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Haven,  in  Chicago,  December  26,  1861,  was 
a  second  time  married.  His  bride  on  this  occasion 
was  Miss  Elizabetii  Craig,  who  was  born  in  Dublin, 
Ireland,  and  came  to  America  when  eight  years  old. 
She  presides  over  the  home  of  which  she  is  one  of 
the  chief  attractions,  and  in  whatever  circle  she  is 
placed  her  intelligence,  tact  and  amiable  character 
give  her  prominence.  She  bore  her  husband  five 
children — Dwiglit  C,  Samuel  K.,  Edward,  Edith  A. 
and  Bertha  A.  Edward  died  November  8,  1880, 
when  eleven  years  old. 

For  many  j'ears  the  Hon.  Mr.  Haven  has  been 
identified  with  public  affairs  in  this  county,  and 
since  1854  lie  has  licid  a  commission  under  ever}' 
Governor  of  the  State.  He  has  been  Township 
Supervisor  several  terms,  and  for  upwards  of 
thirty-six  3'ears  has  held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace.  He  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  educa- 
tional affairs,  exerting  a  wide  influence  in  behalf  of 
the  advancement  of  the  schools,  and  for  four  years 
giving  especial  attention  to  elevating  the  standard 
of  the  office  of  County  Superintendent,  to  which 
he  was  elected  in  186.").  It  would  naturally  be 
supposed  that  a  man  reared  under  the  influences 
which  surrounded  his  boyhood,  would  be  deejJy 
interested  in  political  affairs,  and  such  is  the  case. 
He  has  borne  a  prominent  part   in   the  work  of  the 


Republican  partj',  to  which  lie  has  belonged  since 
its  organization.  In  the  fall  of  1886,  he  was  elec- 
ted to  the  Thirty-flfth  General  Assembly,  and 
served  one  term  with  honor  to  himself  and  his  con- 
stituents. Since  the  death  of  his  brother,  Samuel 
Rush  Haven,  he  has  had  charge  of  the  business  of 
the  latter,  and  the  settlement  of  his  affairs.  He  has 
been  blessed  with  a  sufficient  amount  of  this  world's 
goods  to  enable  him  to  gratify  all  reasonable  tastes 
and  desires,  and  to  assist  with  his  means  as  well  as 
his  personal  influence  in  various  good  works. 
Lithographic  portraits  of  Mr.  Haven  and  his  wife 
appear  elsewhere  in  this  work,  and  it  is  needless  to 
sa}'  that  the}'  are  well  and  favorably  known,  and 
have  many  warm  personal  friends,  the  circle  ex- 
tending over  a  wide  extent  of  territory. 

ENRY  F.  PIKPENBRINK,  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  of  the  Frederick  Seliring  Brewing 
Company,  is  widely  and  favorably  known 
among  the  business  men  of  Joliet,  where  he 
has  spent  the  last  twenty  years.  He  is  a  native  of 
this  county  and  was  born  December  8,  1849,  to 
John  O.  and  Sophia  (Willie)  Pie()enbrink,  who 
were  natives  of  Germany. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  emigrated  to  America 
in  1848  and  settled  at  Beebe  Grove  in  the  south- 
eastern part  of  this  county  where  the  father  in  due 
time  became  the  owner  of  five  hundred  acres  of 
choice  land.  He  is  still  living  and  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits;  the  mother  also  remains  the  com- 
l)anion  of  her  husband  and  both  are  now  quite 
well  advanced  in  years.  There  was  born  to  them 
a  family  of  eight  children,  all  of  whom  are  living 
and  residents  of  this  county.  They  were  named 
respectively:  Otto,  Henry  F.,  Conrad,  William, 
John,  Philip,  Pollen  and  Sophia.  Ellen  is  the  wife 
of  Henry  S|>orleder,  and  Sophia  married  John  Di- 
erson.  All  with  the  exception  of  Henry  F.  are 
residents  of  Crete  Township. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  remained  under  the 
parental  roof  until  a  youth  of  seventeen  years. 
Then  starting  out  for  himself  went  to  Concordia 
College,   Ft.   Wavne.    Ind.,    where    he    established 
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himself  and  remained  three  years.  Later  for  a 
period  of  six  3'ears.  lie  was  in  the  office  of  the 
Circuit  Clerk  at  Joliet,  and  subsequently  served  as 
Deputy  Sheriff  of  Will  Count}-,  a  j'ear  and  three 
months.  At  the  expiration  of  this  lime  he  had 
evinced  such  an  understanding  of  the  duties  con- 
nected therewith  that  he  was  appointed  Sheriff. 
Tills  was  followed  by  his  regular  election  on  the 
Republican  ticket  in  1878,  and  he  was  re-elected  in 
1880.  At  tlie  expiration  of  his  second  term  he  re- 
solved to  quit  politics  and  on  the  8th  of  .lanuary, 
1883,  at  the  organization  of  the  company  with 
which  he  is  now  connected,  he  was  elected  Secretary 
and  Treasnrci',  in  which  capacities  he  has  since 
served. 

In  the  meantime  Mr.  Piepenbrink  looked  after 
his  own  personal  interests  in  another  direction,  se- 
curing to  himself  for  a  wife  and  helpmate,  Miss 
Margaretha,  daughter  of  Frederick  Sehring,  to 
whom  he  was  wedded  February  25.  1879.  Mr. 
Sehring  is  one  of  the  ])roniinent  citizens  of  .loliel 
and  is  duly  represented  on  another  page  in  this 
volnnie.  Mr.  and  i\lrs.  Piepenbrink  are  the  proud 
parents  of  two  bright  children,  a  son  and  daughter, 
Louis  and  Linda.  They  belong  to  the  German 
Lutlieran  Church  and  have  contributed  liberally 
tdwaid  its  support.  Mr.  Piepenbrink  is  looked 
ujjon  as  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  Joliet 
and  has  been  no  unimportant  factor  in  advancing 
its  n]aterial  interests. 

•if  AMES  L.  O'DONNELL,  Attorney-at-Law 
]  and  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Haley  & 
O'Donnell  has,  in  company  with  his  partneri 
a  well-equipped  otHce  in  the  Barber  Building 
and  enjoys  a  liberal  patronage  among  the  people 
who  have  learned  to  rely  upon  him  as  an  able  at- 
torne}',  possessing  honest}'  and  sound  judgment. 
He  located  in  the  city  in  1874,  and  has  followed 
his  practice  continually  since. 

A  native  of  LaSalle  County,  III.,  the  subject  of 
this  notice  was  born  August  10,  1849,  and  is  the 
son  of  William  O'Donnell,  a  native  of  County 
Tipperary,  Ireland.  The  latter  emigrated  to  .\mer- 


ica  when  a  young  man  and  located  in  LaSalle 
County,  111.,  where  in  1847  he  w.as  married  to  Miss 
Johanna  Caton.  lie  followed  agricultural  pursuits 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  April,  1889, 
when  he  was  seventy  three  years  old.  Upon  be- 
coming a  voting  citizen  he  identified  himself  with 
the  Democratic  iiarty  and  he  was  a  member  in 
good  standing  of  the  Catholic  Church.  He  was  a 
man  of  quiet  haliits,  taking  no  part  in  political  af- 
fairs, being  a  successful  and  wealthy  farmer,  and 
enjoying  the  esteem  of  his  neighbors.  The  wife 
and  mother  is  still  living,  making  her  home  in  La 
Salle  County,  111.,  ami  of  the  twelve  children  born 
to  her  and  her  husband,  nine  are  still  living. 

Mr.  O'Donnell  attended  the  district  schools  of 
his  native  county  during  his  younger  years  and 
later  repairing  to  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  became 
a  student  of  St.  Mary's  University.  At  the  end 
of  the  course  he  began  reading  law  withCWover, 
Cook  &  Campbell  of  Ottawa,  and  later  he  was  with 
Mayo  &  Widner.  lie  was  admitted  to  practice  in 
the  Supreme  Court  at  Springfield,  111.,  in  January, 
1874,  and  in  April  came  to  this  county,  locating 
at  Braidwood,  where  he  remained  until  July.  The 
present  partnership  was  formed  July  29,  that  same 
year  and  h.as  continued  uninterruptedl}-  until  the 
present  time.  It  comprises  one  of  the  prominent 
law  firms  of  Joliet,  and  stands  second  to  none  in 
point  of  professional  abilit}^  as  well  as  citizenship. 

Mr.  O'Donnell  was  married  in  September,  1877, 
to  Miss  Costelle  E.  Edgerly,  and  of  this  union 
there  have  been  born  three  children :  Edith,  Louise 
and  Francis.  Mrs.  O'Donnell  was  born  in  Penob- 
scot Count}',  Me.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Lorrin 
and  Sarah  Edgerly,  who  were  natives  of  Maine. 
Mr.  Edgerly  came  to  Joliet  in  187G  and  is  still  a 
resident  of  the  city;  the  wife  and  mother  is  living. 
jMr.  O'Donnell  votes  the  straight  Democratic  ticket, 
and  in  1880  was  the  nominee  of  his  party  for  State's 
Attorney,  making  a  good  race.  He  takes  an  active 
interest  in  the  breeding  of  trotting  and  saddle 
horses,  the  use  of  which  constitutes  his  favorite 
recreation. 

Mr.  O'Donnell  is  the  Attorney  of  the  Mutual 
Loan  &  Building  Association,  in  which  he  is  also  a 
stockholder  and  Director.  The  firm  also  are  At- 
torneys for  the  Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe  Rail- 
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road  Company  and  Elgin,  Joliet  &  Eastern  Railroad 
Company.  At  present  tliey  are  also  acting  at- 
torneys for  the  Wabash  Road  and  for  the  P'irst 
National  Bank,  of  (irundy  County. 


=^:EV.  CHRISTIAN  SANS,  for  many  years 
pastor  of  the  First  German  Evangelical  Luth- 
eran Church,  of  Joliet,  is  a  man  of  note  in 
the  religious  circles  of  this  section,  and  is 
fu Hilling  the  duties  of  his  high  position  in  an  able 
and  conscientious  manner.  He  took  up  his  residence 
in  the  city  in  1860,  and  has  become  widely  and 
favorably  known  to  a  large  portion  of  its  people. 
He  is  possessed  of  a  thorough  education,  and  nature 
has  endowed  lum  with  talents  of  a  more  than  ordi- 
nary degree. 

The  suliject  of  this  notice  w.as  liorn  in  the  King- 
dom of  Westphalia,  Prussia.  June  9,  1813,  and 
lived  there  until  a  man  of  twentj'-eight  years.  He 
received  his  literarj'  and  theologi<al  education 
at  various  institutions  in  his  native  \irovince, 
completing  them  at  the  age  mentioned,  and  soon 
thereafter  set  sail  for  America.  Upon  liis  arrival 
here  he  set  about  learning  tlie  English  language, 
and  in  a  comparatively  short  time  learned  to  speak 
fluently  and  write  correctl)'. 

The  first  charge  of  Mr.  Sans  was  in  New  Orleans, 
La.,  where,  in  addition  to  fulfilling  the  duties  of  pas- 
tor, he  was  insiiector  during  the  building  of  a  new 
church,  which  is  still  in  existence.  He  also  had 
the  oversight  of  tiiree  schools,  which  continue  to 
be  permanent  institutions,  and  are  now  under  the 
charge  of  his  two  brothers-in-law,  John  and  Jacob 
Ueber,  who  have  followed  the  profession  of  teach- 
ing successfully  for  the  long  period  of  fifty  years. 
Under  their  tuition  have  been  graduated  some  of 
the  most  eminent  men  in  the  country.  These 
schools  were  organized  by  Mr.  Sans,  who  educated 
many  of  the  teachers  who  afterw'ard  presided  over 
them. 

Finally,  Mr.  Sans  was  attacked  with  yellow 
fever,  which  he  found  diflicult3'  in  getting  rid  of, 
and  decided  upon  coming  North,  feeling  that  that 
was   the  only  means  of  saving    his   life,     lie  first 


located  in  Carbondale,  Luzerne  County,  Pa.,  where 
he  assumed  charge  of  a  congregation  and  built  a 
church  and  schoolhouse,  and  established  the  same 
institutions  at  Archibald.  Next  we  find  him  in 
Watertown,  Jefferson  County,  Wis.,  where  he  or- 
ganized a  society,  built  a  church,  and  placed  within 
the  latter  a  good  organ,  and  instituted  other  inno- 
cent attractions  in  order  to  call  the  people  together 
for  religious  worship.  After  a  sojourn  at  Water- 
lown  for  eight  years  he  received  a  call  to  Joliet, 
and  upon  coming  here  organized  a  society  and 
built  and  dedicated  a  church,  also  instituting  a 
school  in  connection  therewith.  He  labored  faith- 
fully in  the  Master's  vinejard  until  being  affected 
with  asthma  to  such  an  extent  that  he  was  obliged 
abandon  the  ministry-.  He  ma_y  well  be  pardoned 
for  this  decision,  as  he  had  served  as  pastor  and 
teacher  for  fifty-two  j'e.ars.  He  is  a  regular  mem- 
ber of  the  General  Synod,  and  honorary  member 
of  the  General  Evangelical  Synod  of  North  Amer- 
ica. While  having  left  the  pulpit,  however,  he 
still  performs  many  pious  duties,  as  his  health  per- 
mits, assisting  in  burj'ing  the  dead  and  frequently 
filling  a  vacant  pulpit.  Personally,  he  is  of  a 
kindly,  genial  nature,  and  greatly  beloved  by  the 
people  among'  whom  he  has  gone  in  and  out  for  so 
many  years. 

The  Rev.  Christian  Sans  was  joined  in  wedlock 
with  Miss  Ann  Mary  Ueber.  in  1845,  at  the  bride's 
home  in  New  York^City.  Mrs.  Sans  is  a  native 
of  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Germany,  and  came  to  Amer- 
ica with  her  widowed  mother  and  brother  when  a 
young  lady.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there 
have  been  born  six  children,  five  of  whom  grew 
to  mature  years — Elias  Peter,  of  Joliet,  is  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Hickory  Street  Methodist  Episco- 
copal  Church;  he  married  Miss  Eliza  Henry,  of 
Morris,  this  State,  and  died  in  1888,  leaving  two 
children — ^label  Cora  and  Charles;  Augusta  K.  is 
the  wife  of  John  Dahlem,  of  Joliet,  and  they  have 
five  interesting  children — Lillie,  Anna,  Ida,  Robert 
and  Walter  Earl;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Henry  C. 
Buck,  of  Joliet;  they  are  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren, only  three  of  whom  are  living,  viz. :  Mabel, 
Frances  and  Elmer;  Ida  Soj^hia  married  C.  M. 
Henssgen,  an  able  attorne}'  of  Joliet,  and  they  have 
t.wo  children — Oscar  and  Eda ;  Frank,   a   resident 
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of  Bloomiiigti'U.  in:xrrii'il  Miss  JIary  liarkur,  of 
Joliet,  aud  lhe_y  have  two  children — Arthiu-  and 
Mary  Mii'garet.  He  is  i)i'oprietor  of  a  notion  and 
toy  store,  called  the  '-No  Name  Store,"  and  is  ilo- 
ing  well. 

'Sir.  Sans  has,  as  is  the  custom  of  his  counliy- 
men,  always  lived  frugally  and  within  his  means, 
saving  wiiat  he  could  of  his  income,  and  is  now 
the  owner  of  valuable  property,  including  a  fine 
store  building  with  residence  and  ollices,  and  he 
also  has  four  Hats,  which  accommodate  three  line 
stores,  and  two  offices  and  a  dining-room  occupied 
by  the  Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union.  He  has 
also  put  up  a  fine  residence  for  himself  in  the  cen- 
tral part  of  the  city,  and  is  now  in  a  condition  to 
live  retired  from  aitivc  labor  and  enjo}'  the  fruits 
of  his  early  toils,  llis  sou,  Klias  P.,  occupies  one 
of  the  Hats  convenient  to  the  family  and  the 
church. 


ENUY  15K1IRKNS.  The  name  of  this 
worthy  (lerman  citizen  is  familiar  to  many 
of  the  residents  of  Crete  Townsliip  where 
((^  he  died  at  his  homestead,  February-  6,  18iSi». 
He  left  a  Due  estate  including  three  hundred  acres 
of  HcU-developed  land,  situated  on  section  '-W.  and 
which  with  its  improvements  stands  as  a  fitting 
monument  to  his  persevering  industry,  lie  lirst 
came  to  Will  Count}'  in  18.50,  and  secuied  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  wild  hmd  in  Crete 
Township  wdiich  became  the  nucleus  of  the  fine 
property  which  he  accumulated.  He  labored  with 
great  patience  and  economy  and  as  the  natural 
result  was  in  due  time  rewarded  with  a  home  and 
a  competence,  likewise  the  resiiect  of  all  who  knew 
him. 

Mr.  Ijehrens  was  burn  in  what  was  then  the 
Kingdom  of  Hanover,  .lanuary  'J,  18;i(;.  and  in 
accordance  with  the  laws  and  customs  of  his 
native  German^',  was  placed  in  school  at  an  earl}- 
age  and  received  a  good  education  in  the  German 
tongue.  About  1850,  he  set  out  with  his  parents 
for  America,  the  latter  being  Frederick  and  Mary 
Behrens  who  were  of  substantial  German   stock  for 


generations  back.  They  embai'ked  at  Bremer- 
liaven  and  after  a  somevvhat  lengthy  vojagc  landed 
in  New  York  City.  Thence  they  proceeded  to 
Chicago,  HI.,  and  shortly  afterward  to  this  county, 
settling  on  land  in  Crete  Township,where  the  father 
prosecuted  farming  and  where  the  mother  died  in 
1 S7 1 .  Frederick  Behrens  was  subsequently  married 
a  seconil  time  and  removed  to  It.asca,  this  State, 
where  he  died  in  1884  when  (juitc  aged.  He  and 
both  his  wives  wei'e  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church. 

Mr.  ISehrens  of  whom  we  write  remained  on  the 
farm  with  his  parents  in  Crete  'J'ownship  until 
reaching  manhood  and  then  purchased  lanil  on 
another  section  of  the  same.  After  the  death  of 
his  parents  he  became  owner  of  the  homestead, 
lie  was  married  July  22,  185'J,  to  Miss  So|)hia 
Olilcndorf.  Mrs.  Behrens  was  born  in  Hesse-Cassel, 
( icti.ber  1 3,  1  x'.VJ,  and  is  the  daughter  Of  Heniy  and 
Sophia  (Sene)  t_)hlendorf,  who  were  natives  of  Prus- 
sia and  of  pure  German  ancestry.  Two  of  the  nine 
children  born  to  them  died  in  Germany.  The 
remaining  five  sons  and  two  daughters  accompanied 
their  parents  to  America  about  1850.  Thev  were 
on  the  ocean  seven  weeks  and  landed  in  New  York 
City,  whence  they  came  directly  Uj  Illinois  and 
settled  on  a  new  farm  in  Crete  Township,  Will 
County.  Mr.  Ohiendorf  occu|)ied  himself  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  but  finally  removed  to  another 
farm  in  the  same  township,  where  ho  died  in  1882. 
lie  was  then  about  seventy  nine  years  old.  lie 
and  his  good  wife  joine<I  the  Lutheran  Chui'cli 
early  in  life.  Mrs.  Ohiendorf  is  still  living  at  the 
age  of  eighty -three  years  and  makes  her  home  with 
her  son  August  in  Crete  Township. 

Mrs.  Behrens  was  a  young  girl  of  thirteen  years 
when  her  parents  came  to  America  and  she  remem- 
bers many  of  the  incidents  of  preparation  and  the 
voyage  across  the  Atlantic.  Sin;  has  a  good  edu- 
cation in  her  native  tongue  and  remained  with  her 
parents  until  her  marriage.  Since  the  death  of  her 
husband  she  has  managed  the  farm  in  an  admirable 
manner.  There  were  born  to  them  twelve  children, 
three  of  whom — Henry,  Louisa  and  Mary  died 
young.  The  survivius  are  Christina,  the  wife  of 
John  Hartman,  who  lives  on  a  farm  in  Iroquois 
County,  this   State;  Sophia  M.,  Henry,  Christof, 
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Catherine,  Conrad,  Emma,  Willie  and  IMary.  Mr. 
Belirens  was  an  active  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  to  which  his  wife  and  children  also  belonged. 
In  politics  he  was  a  Republican  and  his  sons  in 
this  respect  also  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  their 
honored  father.  Besiiles  the  property  in  Will 
County,  the  estate  embraces  two  farms  in  Woodford 
Township.  Iroqu'..is  County,  one  conii)risiny  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  and  the  other  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres. 

r»^,l{ANK  LA.MHEIiT.  This  gentleman  is  a 
l|W!^  leprcsentive  English-American  citizen  and 
Jl|,  ^  a  pioneer  of  iJuPage  Township,  now  enjoy- 
ing the  many  comfoils  and  the  ease  of  life  to  which 
his  former  lalRirs  fairly  entitle  him.  In  the  toils 
and  successes  of  long  years  he  has  been  aided  by  a 
noble  wife,  who  shares  with  him  in  the  results  of 
their  labors  and  in  the  deep  esteem  of  the  many 
friends  the\'  can  boast. 

Mr.  Latnbei't  was  born  in  Lincolnshire,  England, 
September  19,  1829,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and 
Elizabeth  Landiert,  and  a  bnjUier  of  (ii>(.)i-ge  Lam- 
bert, wIr'Sc  iiiography  occurs  elsewliere  in  this 
\ijlunic.  He  was  reareil  on  a  farm  in  his  native 
country  with  but  limited  school  [uivileges,  and  in 
l.S.'il.  in  comiiany  with  his  bnithcr  (ieorge,  emi- 
grated to  America.  He  came  direct  to  Will  County, 
in  which  he  has  been  a  continuous  resident  since 
Ills  arrival.  In  1859  he  settled  upon  a  tract  of  land 
on  section  20.  DuP.age  Townshii),  where  he  has 
made  for  himself  a  home  of  attractive  a|ipearance 
and  value. 

The  farm  secured  liy  cmr  subject  was  an  un- 
broken i)rairie.  upon  whirli  lie  turned  the  first  fur- 
row and  has  made  all  the  improvements  that  now 
stamp  it  as  a  well-developed  farm.  It  consists  of 
one  h\indred  and  sixty  acres  which  bear  no  resem- 
blance to  their  pristine  rawness,  but  whereon  wav- 
ing fields  of  grain  replace  the  rank  grasses  of  a 
former  period,  and  good  buildings  shelter  a  pleas- 
ant family,  (locks  and  herds  and  plentiful  crops. 
Lidustry  and  perseverance  have  conquered  un- 
toward surroundings  and   Mr.  Lambert   can    point 


with  pride  to  the  record  he  has  made  and  the  share 
he  has  borne  in  the  development  of  the  country. 

The  faithful  com^ianiou  of  Mr.  Lambert  was 
known  in  her  maidenhood  as  Miss  Elizabeth  Arter, 
their  mari'iage  rites  having  been  celebrated  May 
27,  185G.  She  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Ellen 
After. both  born  in  Pennsylvania.  The  former  died 
.June  23,  1890,  in  Plainfield,  111.,  and  the  latter, 
March  31,1868.  Her  maternal  grandfather,  John 
King,  was  an  Englishman  and  a  Revolutionarj'  sol- 
dier in  the  American  Army.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lambert  eight  children  have  been  born,  three  be- 
ing deceased,  namely:  Jesse,  Anna  B.  and  Sarah. 
The  survivors  are:  George;  Ellen,  wife  of  A.  Wein- 
hold,  of  Kansas;  Frank  S.;  Alice,  wife  of  Kollin 
(ieorge,  of  Minnesota,  and  Grace. 

Mr.  Lambert  is  a  Republican,  and  both  he  and 
his  wife  belong  to  the  Presbyterian  Church.  They 
have  instilled  into  the  mind  and  hearts  of  their 
progeny  the  principles  of  right  living,  carried  them 
out  in  their  own  lives  and  now  enjoy  an  extended 
circle  of  acquaintances  among  the  best  people.  Mr. 
Lambert  h.as  become  well  known  as  a  man  of  the 
strictest  integrity. 


OHN  C.  DOESCHER.  Probably  no  resident 
of  Crete  Township  is  better  known  through- 
out this  part  of  the  county  than  th(^  subject 
of  this  sketch,  who  has  been  Postmaster  at 
Endor  for  the  past  fifteen  years,  and  engaged  in 
business  enteriirises  there  which  have  proved  a 
great  accommodation  to  the  people  in  this  part  of 
the  township.  He  has  the  only  store  in  the  place, 
carrying  a  good  stock  of  general  merchandise,  and 
well  patronized;  he  also  operates  a  sawmill  for  the 
manufacture  of  paling  fences  and  barrel  hoops,  and 
a  feedmill,  both  of  which  are  among  the  practical 
institutions  of  the  county.  A  natural  mechanic, 
Mr.  Doescher  has  been  engaged  in  some  practical 
mechanical  enterprise  since  early  life,  and  his  ex- 
perience has  developed  his  natural  skill. 

Mr.  Doescher  is  of  German  parentage,  being  a 
son  of  Herman  Doescher,  who  was  born  and  reared 
in  the  Kingdom  of  Hanover,  where  he  learned   the 
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1n-ade  of  a  rope-maker.  When  the  harbor  was  be- 
gun at  Bremen,  he  went  there  and  started  a  rope- 
walk, wliiuh  he  carried  on  until  he  came  to  America. 
His  settlement  in  this  country  was  made  in  Lake 
Count}',  Ind.,  whence  he  afterward  came  to  the 
home  of  our  subject,  djMng  at  Endor  when  an  old 
man.  For  a  fuller  history  see  the  biography  of  H. 
Doescher. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  is  the  young- 
est member  of  his  father's  family  and  the  only  child 
born  in  the  United  States.  His  birthplace  was 
Brunswick,  Lake  County,  Ind.,  and  his  natal  day 
April  5,  1848.  He  was  well  reared  and  received  a 
practical  education  in  the  schools  of  his  native 
county,  which  he  left,  when  he  became  of  age,  to 
take  up  arms  in  defense  of  the  Union.  lie  enlisted 
in  Company  G,  Twelfth  Indiana  Cavalry  in  KsG4, 
the  regiment  being  under  the  command  of  Col. 
Reed,  and  the  company  being  led  by  Capt.  James 
M.  Ftjsler.  Accompanying  the  regiment  to  the 
fiujit  Mr.  Doescher  participated  in  a  number  of 
.active  engagements,  among  them  being  the  battle 
at  Murfreesboro,  where  he  was  wounded  in  the  leg. 
His  wound,  however,  kept  him  out  of  the  ranks 
but  about  a  week.  He  was  present  at  Mobile  when 
Spanish  Fort  and  Ft.  Blakely  suceumhed  to  tlie 
attack  of  the  I'nion  forces  and  the  city  was  sur- 
renden.'d.  lie  remained  in  the  army  until  Decem- 
ber. 186.J,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged  and 
returned  to  his  home.  i)roud  t(.)  knov,'  that  he  had 
assisted  his  coinitry  in  her  hour  nf  ni'cd. 

Mr.  Doescher  took  up  civil  life  as  a  farmer  in  his 
native  county,  also  carrying  on  a  tubular-puinii 
business  until  August,  1874,  when  he  came  to  Will 
County  and  became  a  resident  of  Endor.  In  the 
meantime,  in  1870,  he  h.ad  taken  a  companion  in 
Miss  Henrietta  Weber,  their  marriage  Ijeing  cele- 
brated near  his  birthplace.  Mrs.  Doescher  is  of 
Hanoverian  parentage,  but  is  herself  a  native  of  the 
United  States,  having  been  born  in  Wisconsin,  on 
the  26th  of  March,  1849.  Her  parents  resided  in 
the  Empire  State  for  some  time  after  their  emigra- 
tion from  German\%  afterward  going  to  Wisconsin 
and  still  later  to  Illinois.  Both  are  now  deceased, 
their  bodies  resting  in  the  cemetery  at  Dalton.  111. 
Mrs.  Doescher  is  an  energetic,  intelligent  woman 
who  was  educated   in   AVisconsin,   and   is  looking 


well  to  the  ways  of  her  household  and  the  training 
of  the  children  that  have  been  given  her.  The 
family  circle  includes  two  sons  and  two  daughters 
named  respectively:  Otto  II.  IL,  Tilda,  Ida  and 
Henry  II.  Mr.  Doescher  has  been  School  Treasurer 
for  j-ears,  his  financial  ability  and  strict  integrity 
being  recognized  by  his  fellow-men.  He  is  a  sound 
Republican  in  politics,  never  failing  to  deposit  his 
vote  on  election  dav. 


iILLlAM  WEIIMHOFER.  The  German- 
American  citizens  of  Will  County  form  a 
portion  of  its  most  substantial  and  reliable 
element  and  have  contributed  largely  to  the  de- 
velopment of  its  agricultural  resources.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  notice  owns  and  occupies  his  father's 
old  homestead  to  the  original  acreage  of  which  he 
has  added. initil  he  now  has  two  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  cultivated  land  and  twenty-eight  acres  of 
limber.  This  is  finely  located  on  section  15,  and 
ha.sbeen  his  home  since  his  boyhood. 

Mr.  Wehmhofer  was  born  in  the  Province  of 
llesse-Cassel,  Germany,  December  I'll.  1844,  and 
came  when  a  boy  with  his  ])arents  to  the  United 
States.  Fhcy  settle<l  at  once  in  this  county  where 
the  father  first  secured  eighty  acres  of  land  and 
later  doubled  the  amount  from  which  he  Opened  up 
a  fertile  farm  and  where  he  spent  the  closing  years 
of  his  life.  The  homestead  became  the  pro|)erty  of 
our  subject  in  187;'),  and  he  has  effected  additional 
improvements  so  tliat  it  has  become  the  source  of 
a  handsome  incouie,  making  the  pro|irietor  inde- 
pendent, financially  . 

William  Wehmhofer,  Sr.,  was  also  a  native  of 
Hesse-Casscl  and  was  of  pure  (ierman  stock  as  far 
back  .as  the  records  go.  The  paternal  grandparents 
spent  their  entire  lives  in  the  Fatherland.  William 
Sr.,  learned  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith  which  his  fa- 
ther followed  before  him  and  also  most  of  his 
brothers.  William  after  reaching  his  majority, 
was  married  in  his  native  [jrovince  to  Miss  Mary 
Wilkening,  who  was  l)orn  and  reared  not  far  from 
the  early  home  of   her  husband.     They  remained 
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there  until  after  the  hirtli  of  tlieir  eldest  eliild,  tlie 
siiliject  of  this  sketch,  and  then  about  IS  16  set  ont 
for  America,  embarking  at  Bremerhaven,  and  after 
a  safe  voyage,  landing  in  New  Tork  City.  Thence 
tliey  proceeded  to  Chicago  and  shortly  afterwaid 
to  Will  County.  The  father  established  a  shop  in 
Crete  and  operateil  this  a  number  of  years  liefore 
settling  upon  his  farm,  lie  died  in  1875,  age<l 
sixty-three  years.  He  was  an  honest  and  industri- 
ous man,  making  a  good  living  for  his  family,  and 
by  liis  straigiitforward  dealings  witli  his  fellow- 
citizens  earned  their  eoniidence  and  esteem.  He  had> 
been  reared  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
to  whicli  he  faithfully  adhered  and  t(,)  which  he  gave 
lihei-ally.  l'[Hin  becoming  a  v<_)ting  citizen,  he 
idciitiiicd  himself  with  the  l!e|>ubiicau  party  of 
whose  princii)les  he  was  a  wai-m  supporter. 

The  uiDtlier  of  our  sul.)ject  is  still  living  and 
makes  her  home  with  her  dau.uliter  in  Crete.  Al- 
though seventy  years  old  she  is  hright  and  active 
and  from  her  youth  has  been  a  consistent  member 
of  the  Lutheran  Church.  William  was  the  only 
son  of  the  family  and  has  four  sisters  living,  all 
being  married  and  settled  in  comfortable  homes. 

Mr.  Wehnihofer  after  reaching  man's  estate  was 
married  in  Crete  Township  to  Miss  iMary  Brandts. 
Mrs.  Wehmhofer,  like  her  husband,  is  a  native  of 
llesse-Cassel,  Germany,  and  was  born  in  185(1. 
Her  i)arents  Christoph  and  Minnie  (Schwake) 
Brandts,  were  also  of  Cerman  birth  and  parent.agc 
and  when  their  daughter  was  a  young  lad^'  eighteen 
years  old  emigrated  to  America  and  coming  to  Will 
County,  settled  in  Washington  Township.  The}- 
are  still  living  and  both  have  attained  their  three- 
score years.  They  are  most  excellent  and  worthy 
people  and  consistent  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church. 

Mrs.  Wehmliofer  was  the  second  born  in  a  fam- 
ily of  six  children,  all  of  whom  are  living  and  with 
one  exception  all  are  married.  She  was  reared  and 
educated  in  her  native  province,  being  more  than 
ordinaril}'  bright  and  intelligent  and  was  a  young 
lady  of  eighteen  j'cars  when  coming  to  the  United 
States,  being  about  the  lirst  member  of  the  family 
to  leave  the  Fatherland  for  America.  .She  was 
joined  by  her  parents  and  the  other  children  one 
year    later.     She   has  proven  an  edicient  helpmate 


to  her  husband  and  they  are  the  proud  parents  of 
six  bright  children,  all  of  whom  are  at  home  and 
named  respectively',  Sophia,  Mar3',  Emma,  Anna, 
William  Jr.,  and  Henry.  Our  subject  and  his  esti- 
mable wife  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  and  .llr.  Wehmhofer  like  his  hon- 
ored father,  is  a  sound  Republican. 

Ir^iUBERT  GOl'DY  is  one  of  those  to  whom 
Iji^  DuPage  Township  owes  its  present  highly 
M  \V  cultivated  and  developed  condition.  He 
came  hither  in  1843  and  well  remembers  the 
time  when  settlements  were  "few  and  far  between" 
and  Chicago,  then  but  a  small  town,  was  the  depot 
for  sup[)lics  and  the  market  for  grain.  To  that  now 
wonderful  city  he  went  for  several  years  as  the 
trading  center. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Alexander  and 
Jane  (Wallace)  Goudy,  natives  of  Scotland  and 
Ireland,  respectively,  who  came  to  America  about 
1818.  They  located  in  the  Province  of  Ontario, 
then  Lower  Can.ida,  but  after  a  short  time  removed 
to  Vermont  and  still  later  to  Essex  County,  N.  Y., 
where  tliey  lived  alioul  a  quarter  of  a  century. 
They  tinally  came  to  Illinois  in  1845  and  died  in 
Will  County,  full  of  years.  They  vvere  the  parents 
of  thirteen  children,  of  whom  the  only  survivors 
are  our  subject  and  a  sister  Jennie,  wife  of  George 
W.  Potter,  of  this  county. 

Mr.  Goudy,  of  whom  we  write,  was  born  in  the 
Dominion  of  Canada,  January  2,  1822,  but  reached 
his  majority  while  living  on  a  farm  in  Essex 
County,  N.  Y.  He  received  but  a  limited  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools  there  and  .advanced  his 
knowledge  bj'  attending  school  one  winter  after  he 
cam£  to  Illinois.  He  h.as  endeavored  by  much 
reading  to  overcome  the  deficiencies  and  keep  up 
with  the  times  in  information  regarding  current 
events  and  topics  of  general  interest. 

The  greater  part  of  Mr.  Goudy's  life  has  been 
devoted  to  farm  work,  although  he  learned  a  trade 
in  his  youth.  When  eighteen  he  became  a  black- 
snath  but  followed  the  trade  only  four  years.  For 
seven  years  ho    was  lock-tender   on    the    Illinois  & 
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Miciiijiau  C'ai):il.  two  ami  a  half  iiiik'S  lunUi  of 
Loc'kpc  rt.  111.,  and  for  two  years  ran  a  boat  for 
Norton  it  Co.,  of  I.ockport.  The  rest  of  his  life  has 
liei'ii  given  to  agricultural  labors.  He  came  to  Illi- 
nois in  1813.  and  for  several  years  worked  as  a 
farm  hand  by  the  month.  The  estate  of  one  luin- 
drc<l  and  Ivvent}'  acres  he  now  owns  has  been  se- 
cured by  industry  and  persevering  efforts  and 
placed  under  good  cultivation  by  the  owner,  whose 
merited  success  is  a  inntter  of  rejoicing  to  his  mauv 
friends. 

On  the  1  jth  of  October,  KS-ls.  Mr.  (Jondy  led  to 
the  hymeneal  altar  Miss  Ophelia  Welch,  a  native 
of  Ohio,  whose  estimable  qualities  had  won  his  re- 
gard. The  bappy  union  has  been  blessed  b}-  the 
birtii  of  four  children,  and  the  parents  have  been 
calle<l  upon  to  part  with  three — William  II.,  Marv, 
anil  Charles  1!.  The  living  child,  Julia,  is  the  wife 
of  .1.  E.  Davis,  and  they  make  their  home  wilh  our 
subject.  Mr.  Goudy  has  served  as  School  Dii-eetor 
ami  as  Township  Highway  Commissioner  a  number 
of  years,  with  credit  to  himself  and  those  who 
placi'd  him  in  office.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics. 
He  and  his  wife  are  now  in  the  prime  of  life,  en- 
jo\ing  the  fruits  of  useful  and  well  spent  j'ears, 
surrounded  by  friends  and  well-wishers,  whose  re- 
s[)ect  they  have  gained  by  their  honest  endeavors 
and   kindly  spirit. 


I.— 0S£' 


.^/(gj\,INCENT  L.  D.  BARNEY.  Among  the 
\v '/  honored  pioneers  of  New  Lenox  Township, 
^y/  none  are  more  worthy  of  mention  than  Mr. 
Barney,  a  portrait  of  whom  is  presented  on  the 
oi)posite  page.  Without  perhaps  making  any 
great  stir  in  the  world,  he  has  acquitted  himself  as 
an  honest  man  and  a  good  citizen,  and  possesses 
ttiose  kindly  traits  of  character  which  have  drawn 
around  him  hosts  of  friends.  In  no  less  manner 
has  the  lady,  who  for  a  period  of  twenty-two 
years  has  been  the  sharer  of  his  earthly  for- 
tunes, earned  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the 
community.  Their  home  is  one  of  the  most  hos- 
pitable in  the  county-,  and  is  the  frequent  resort  of 


tlie    friends    whom    they    have    attracted    to    them 
during  their  long  residence  in  this  county. 

In  noting  the  parental  history  of  our  subject  we 
find  that  his  father,  Perus  Barney,  was  a  native  of 
New  York  State,  and  married  Miss  Electa  Morton, 
who  was  born  ai  d  reared  near  the  early  home  of 
her  husband.  After  uniting  their  lives  and  for- 
tunes thej'  settled  near  AVatertown,  N.  Y.,  and 
thence,  in  183C,  emigrated  to  Illinois,  and  for 
several  3'ears  lived  In  the  vicinity  of  Babcock's 
Oiove,  DuP.age  Coil n'3'.  Their  next  removal  was 
to  Waukegan^  where  thej' spent  the  remainder  of 
their  lives.  The  father  w.as  called  hence  October 
•JK,  1877,  and  the  mother  September  29,  1885. 
There  was  born  to  them  a  family  of  seventeen 
children,  two  of  whom  died  unnamed  in  Infancy, 
and  ten  of  whom  are  3'et  living  (May,   1890.) 

T!ie  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  second  child 
in  the  faniilj',  and  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light 
May  10,  1823,  in  Rutland,  near  Watertown,  N.  Y. 
Ho  i\as  thirteen  years  of  age  when  his  parents 
came  to  Illinois.  The  family'  left  their  Eastern 
home  in  1830,  taking  passage  on  a  schooner  for 
Milwaukee.  The  latter  cit}^  was  reached  June  2-4, 
an<l  after  remaining  there  about  two  months,  on 
the  15th  of  August  the}-  left  for  DuPage  County-, 
HI.  They  traveled  in  a  primitive  manner,  with 
three  yoke  of  oxen  and  two  wagons,  camping  for 
the  night  wherever  darkness  overtook  them.  On 
arriving  at  their  destin.ation  they  settled  in  a 
shanty  about  fourteen  feet  square,  and  there  lived 
until  the  following  summer,  when  they  erected  and 
moved  into  a  new  house.  DuPage  Count}'  con- 
tinued to  be  their  home  for  eighteen  3'ears,  during 
which  period  six  of  the  children  married.  The' 
remainder  of  the  famll}'  then  removed  to  Lake 
County,  111.,  and  since  then  the  remaining  children, 
with  the  exception  of  the  youngest,  have  settled 
down  In  homes  of  their  own  In  different  States. 

I'nder  the  parental  roof  our  subject  grew  to  a 
stalwart  manhoo<l,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-six 
l)repared  to  establish  a  home  of  his  own.  He  was 
then  married,  June  17,  1849,  In  New  Lenox  Town- 
ship, t(<  Miss  Clarissa,  daughter  of  Silas  Parker. 
Clarrissa  L.  Parker  was  born  February  28,  1829,  in 
W^estford  'I'ownship,  Chittenden  County.  \'t.  In 
lier  eighth   year  she  removed   with   her   parents   to 
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Illinois  (then  the  "Far  West"),  arriving  in  Chicago 
July  1,  183C.  They  settled  in  Plainfleld,  Will 
County,  111.,  where  she  lived  about  eight  years, 
and  then  removed  to  New  Lenox  Township,  Will 
County.  The  young  people  located  upon  the  farm 
now  owned  and  occupied  by  our  subject,  and  here 
he  hag  since  uninterruptedly  followed  agricultural 
pursuits.  Of  this  union  there  was  born  a  family 
of  seven  children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  a  son,  James, 
died  when  eighteen  months  old;  Caroline  is  the 
wife  of  George  Mclntyre,  and  they  live  in  Chi- 
cago; Sarah  married  Hiram  Summers,  and  they 
are  also  located  in  Chicago;  Silas  is  farming  in 
New  Lenox  Township;  Charles  is  a  resident  of 
Wilmington,  this  State;  Emma  lives  in  Chicago; 
Clara  i|  at  home  with  her  father.  Mrs.  Clarissa 
Barney  departed  this  life  at  the  homestead  April 
17,  18G5. 

Our  subject  contracted  a  second  marriage  Octo- 
ber 1,  1867,  at  Chicago,  with  Miss  Sarah  Ann, 
daughter  of  the  late  Archibald  Clybourne,  of  that 
city.  Mrs.  Sarah  Barney  was  born  March  24, 
1k;!0,  in  Chicago,  where  she  received  her  education 
and  was  reared  to  womanhood.  ISIr.  Clj'bourne 
wa.s  a  butcher  by  trade,  and  one  of  the  prominent 
business  men  of  the  city.  There  is  living  of  this 
■  union  only  one  child,  a  son,  Archibald.  Maggie 
and  Mary  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Barney's  farm 
embraces  eighth-five  acres  of  choice  land,  upon 
which  have  been  effected  good  improvements.  The 
house  is  especially  neat  and  comfortable,  and  with 
its  surroundings  forms  a  very  attractive  home.  Mr. 
Barney  gives  his  uniform  allegiance  to  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  has  served  as  a  School  Director  in 
his  district.  Aside  from  this  he  has  never  assumed 
the  cares  and  resposibilities  of  office. 


^Sp^OBEUT  r..  CRAVES  has  been  closely  iden- 
l!i*^  tified  with  the  farming  and  stock-iaising  in- 
/4i  \V  te rests  of  Will  County  for  a  quarter  of  a 
century,  and  has  been  no  unimportant  factor 
in  extending  its  agriculture,  and  thus  in  promoting 
the  material  prosperity  of  this  jjart  of  the  country. 
He  owns  and  is  successfully  managing  a  tine  farm 


in  Plainfleld  Township,  that  is  well  stocked,  and 
is  well  improved  in  point  of  cultivation,  and  sup- 
plied with  neat  and  substantial  buildings.  Mr. 
Graves  is  a  veteran  of  the  late  war,  in  which  he  did 
honorable  service  as  a  brave  and  patriotic  soldier, 
and  in  commemoration  of  that  eventful  period  of 
his  life  and  of  his  country's  history  he  is  now  a 
respected  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public, belonging  to  Bartleson's  Post,  No.  G. 

Our  subject's  native  place  is  among  the  beauti- 
ful hills  of  Orange  County,  Vt.,  in  Williamstown, 
December  18,  1832,  being  the  date  of  his  birth.  He 
comes  of  sterling  New  England  slock,  and  his  father, 
David  Graves,  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  as  was 
also  his  father.  The  latter  removed  from  the  old  Bay 
State  to  Vermont  in  the  early  years  of  its  settle- 
ment and  became  a  pioneer  of  the  State.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  but  a  boy  when  his  par- 
ents went  to  the  Green  Mountain  State  to  hew  a  new 
home  from  the  wilderness,  and  he  was  there  reared 
and  married,  Amelia  Persons,  a  native  of  that 
State,  becoming  his  wife.  He  resided  in  Williams- 
town  until  1845,  and  then  came  to  Illinois,  the  re- 
moval being  made  with  a  team  to  Burlington,  and 
thence  by  steamer  to  Whitehall,  and  from  there  by 
way  of  the  Champlain  and  Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo, 
and  thence  by  lakes  to  Chicago,  arriving  there  in 
September  of  that  year.  He  located  in  Cook 
County, buying  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  choice 
land  in  Shauniburg,  which,  including  improve- 
ments, slock  and  crops,  cost  him  $2,000.  He  soon 
became  prominent  in  the  public  life  of  the  town 
and  assisted  in  its  organization,  and  was  otherwise 
useful  as  a  citizen.  He  lived  there  ten  years  and 
then  sold  his  farm  advantageously'  and  removed  to 
McHenry  County,  where  he  bought  another  farm, 
where  he  dwelt  until  1867,  when  he  sold  that  place 
and  coming  to  Plainlield,  died  in  the  home  of  our 
subject  at  the  good  old  age  of  eighty. four  years. 
His  wife  preceded  him  in  death  one  year,  she  also 
having  attained  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-four. 
They  reared  three  children:  Daniel,  who  lives  at 
Ashton,  Dak.;  Roiiert  11.;  William  E.,  a  resident 
of  Pevely,  Mo. 

Robert  Graves  was  a  boy  of  thirteen  years  when 
he  came  to  Illinois  with  his  parents.  lie  was  reared 
to  the  life  of  a  farmer  and  was  actively  engaged  in 
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iLiis  (>i.-ru|i;ilion  when  the  great  rebellion  broke  out 
In  I.S(;2  he  laid  aside  his  work  to  take  up  arms  in 
iK'ffnsi'  cif  his  country's  honor,  leaving  his  pleasant 
home  and  many  warm  friends  to  go  forth  to  the 
hardships  and  struggles  of  a  soldier's  life,  lie  be- 
came a  member  of  the  Fifth  Indei)endent  15alteiy 
of  Illinois  Light  Artillery,  and  going  South  with  his 
company,  took  part  in  several  battles  and  skir- 
mishes with  the  enemy.  He  was  an  actor  in  the 
battle  of  Kingston,  in  the  siege  and  capture  of 
Knoxville,  Tenn..  and  was  at  the  battle  at  Straw- 
berrj- Plains.  In  the  winter  of  18G:3-G1  he  and  his 
comrades  were  in  camp  in  'I'ennessee  and  sufl'ered 
greatly  from  the  rigors  of  the  cold  January  so  well 
remembered  by  the  soldiers.  The  men  were  poorly 
clad,  not  having  drawn  an3'  clothing  since  the  [jre- 
ceding  April.  Our  subject  was  protected  only  by  a 
blouse  that  was  unlined  and  a  thin  pair  of  pantaloons 
that  were  nearly  through  at  the  knees.  Fortunately 
Ihey  were  in  a  well-wooded  country,  and  they  were 
enabled  to  keep  up  good  fires.  After  the  fall  of 
.Atlanta.  Mr.  fTra\es  jciined  Thomas'  command  at 
Nashville,  and  during  the  winter  went  to  Washing- 
tun,  1).  C,  from  there  to  Alexandria,  where  he 
iMubarkert  for  Newbern,  N.  ('.,  and  from  there 
marched  to  Wiser's  Forks,  and  thence  to  (Jolds- 
boro,  where  he  once  more  came  under  Sherman's 
command,  and  was  there  when  Johnston  ca[)ilnlate(l. 
From  there  his  companj-  was  sent  to  Greensboro, 
and  thence  to  Charlotte,  and  from  there  to  C'hi- 
cago,  where  it  was  discharged,  July  18,  18C5,  after 
three  years'  faithful  and  honorable  service. 

After  his  military  experience  Mr.  Ciraves  came 
to  Will  Count}-  and  rented  a  farm  in  Wheatland, 
and  in  1868  bought  his  present  farm,  which  is  lo- 
cated one  mile  southeast  of  Plainfield  Village. 
I'hcie  are  one  hundreil  and  four  acres  of  excep- 
tionally fine  farming  land,  that  is  under  high  culti- 
vation.is  provided  with  all  the  necessar}-  machinery', 
with  ample  buildings,  and  is  well  stocked  with 
horses  and  cattle  of  a  high  grade,  jNIorgans  being 
his  favorite  in  the  former,  and  Ilolsteins  in  the 
latter. 

Jlr.  Graves  has  been  twice  married.  The  maiilen 
name  of  his  first  wife  was  Marilla  Ketchuui,  and 
they  were  united  in  marriage  Februarj'  22,  1857. 
She  was  born  in  North  Adams,  Mass.,  and  was  a 


daughter  of  Levi  Ketchum.  After  a  married  life 
of  seventeen  years  this  devoted  wife  and  mother 
was  removed  from  the  houst'liold  over  which  she 
had  presided  so  faithfullw  her  death  occurring 
June  11,  1871.  (>nc  son  was  born  of  her  uui<jn 
■villi  our  subject — Walter  K.  Mr.  (haves  was  mar- 
ried to  his  present  estimable  wife,  formerly  Mari- 
etta King,  September  15,  1875.  Mrs.  Graves  was 
born  in  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  a  daughter  of  Al- 
vin  J.  and  Ann  King.  She  is  a  good  and  true 
woman,  and  looks  carefully  after  the  interests  of 
her  familj'.  The  home  circle  is  completed  by  the 
two  childi-en  liorn  to  her  and  her  husliand — Alice 
A.  and  Uohbie  K. 

Mr.  Graves  is  a  man  of  honor,  trufhfulness  and 
strict  integrity  in  all  his  business  and  social  rela- 
tions, and  is  classed  among  our  most  useful  and 
highly  esteemed  citizens,  lie  is  public-spirited  and 
is  activel}'  interested  in  whatever  will  advance  his 
ado|ited  town,  and  takes  part  in  the  administra- 
tion (if  its  civic  affairs,  doing  his  shaic  to  advance 
it  materiall}',  socially  and  morally.  He  is  now 
serving  his  fourth  term  as  Assessor  of  the  town- 
shi|),  discharging  the  duties  of  his  ofHce  so  ably 
and  impartiallj-  as  to  deserve  and  receive  the  com- 
mendation and  ccinlidcncc  of  liis  fellow-citizens. 
He  is  a  man  of  sincere  and  liberal  religious  views, 
wjiicli  find  expression  in  tlie  riiiversalist  faith,  and 
he  and  his  faniil}'  are  nicm tiers  (^f  the  society  of 
that  denomination  in  I'laintield.  In  politics  he  is 
a  stanch  Republican. 

DMUNI)  DIBBLE,  a  veteran  in  the  late 
war  in  which  he  did  good  service,  for  which 
/  he  was  promoted  from  the  ranks  to  the  po- 
sition of  Sergeant,  has  since  leaving  the  array  iden- 
tified himself  with  the  sturdy,  wide-awake,  pro- 
gressive farmers  of  this  county,  his  farm,  lying 
'n  Troy  Township,  comparing  favorabl}'  with 
any  in  the  vicinity  in  regard  to  its  appointments. 
Mr.  Dibble  was  born  in  Lenawee  Count}', 
Mich.,  December  25,  1838,  to  Isaiah  and  Zoey  (La 
Duke)  Dibble.  His  father  was  a  native  of  New 
York  and  was  of  German  descent,  wiiile  his  mother 
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was  from  Detroit,  Mich.,  and  was  of  French  ex- 
traction. Our  .suliject  remtiiiied  in  liis  native  place 
until  lie  was  twenty  3-ears  of  age,  receiving  his 
education  in  the  local  district  school.  Leaving 
the  home  of  his  hirth  he  came  to  Kankakee,  111., 
where  he  was  working  on  a  farm  when  the  war 
liroke  out.  In  .luly,  18G2,  he  offered  his  services 
to  the  Government  anil  enlisted  in  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Thirieenth  Illinois  Infantry.  He  took 
part  in  tlie  seige  of  Vicksburg,  battle  of  Champion 
Hills,  and  was  at  the  battle  of  Arkansas  Post  on 
the  White  River.  While  l>efore  Vicksburg,  he  was 
<letailed  with  others  to  run  a  mine  under  Ft.  Hill, 
in  whicii  was  placed  a  great  quantit3'  of  powder 
which  was  discharged  on  the  22nd  of  May  and  a 
charge  made  on  the  works  simultaneous!}',  the  ex- 
plosion blowing  up  the  whole  side  of  the  large  liill 
on  which  the  fort  was  located.  His  regiment  then 
did  guard  duty  at  Memphis,  where  Mr.  Dilible,  for 
his  conduct  in  liattic  and  general  efHciency,  was 
[jromoted  to  Commissar}-  Sergeant,  he  being  on 
detatched  duty  at  the  I'rovost  Marshal's  ollice. 
While  there  he  suffered  with  rheumatism  which  af- 
tcM-ward  turned  to  erysipelas  and  though  he  rs  en- 
titled to  a  [jcnsion  under  the  law,  he  has  never 
made  application  for  one.  ,lune  27,  1^0.5,  Ser- 
geant Dibble  was  mustered  out  of  the  tu-my,  hav- 
ing done  faithful  and  honorable  service  for  the 
c.-nise  of  his  country  for  three  long  and  weary 
years. 

After  his  mililary  experience  our  subject  came 
to.lolict  with  his  family  of  wife  and  one  child  and 
suon  settled  in  Troy.  In  18(;8,  he  bought  one  hun- 
dred acres  of  land,  to  which  he  has  since  added 
one  hundred  more,  all  of  which  is  under  a  one 
state  of  cultivation,  is  amply  suijplied  with  needed 
buildings,  and  is  in  a  flourishing  condition  gener- 
ally. 

To  the  wife,  the  homeninkcr,  whii  renders  his 
home  t:omfortable  and  attractive,  Mr.  Dibble  was 
uiarried  at  Kankakee.  Mrs.  Dil)ble's  maiden  name 
was  Celia  Sammons.  .She  is  the  daughtor  of  Wil- 
liam T.  Sammons,  who  had  moved  to  Troy  Town- 
shii)  while  our  subject  was  in  the  army.  Two  chil- 
dren have  been  liorn  of  this  union,  both  of  whom 
are  now  married  and  well  settled  in  life.  Duane 
was  married  to  Miss  Pinneo,  a  daughter   of    .1.  li. 


Pinneo,  and  their  children  are — Lotta  Eloise,  and 
a  babe,  Eugene;  Helen,  married  Edwin  G.  Fargo, 
who  now  lives  in  Iowa  on  a  farm  near  Ciilmore 
City,  Humboldt  Count}-,  and  they  have  one  child- 
Chester  DeWitt. 

Mr.  Dibble  is  a  whole-souled,  genial- hearted 
man,  and  the  unsullied  reputation  that  he  has  al- 
ways bOi-ne  entitles  him  to  the  confidence  and  es- 
teem that  is  accorded  him  by  his  fellow  citizens. 
Such  is  their  respect  for  him,  that  although  he  is  a 
strong  Republican,  having  an  active  interest  in 
politics,  twice  tUey  have  called  him  to  the  respon- 
sible ollice  of  Assessor,  the  town  being  a  Demo- 
cratic strong-hold,  throwing  two  Democratic  votes 
to  one  Republican.  He  is  patriotic  and  public- 
spirited  in  ever}'  way  and  is  earnestly  alive  to  the 
educational  needs  of  his  townshiii,  and  has  served 
zealously  as  School  Director  of  his  district  for 
many  years.  lie  keeps  alive  the  memory  of  his 
days  and  nights  on  the  battle-field  by  his  connec- 
tion with  the  (irand  Army  of  the  Republic,  of  Jol- 


"Tr^EV.  SAMUEL  T.  CARPENTER,  late  a 
iILyj  nunister  of  the  Episcoital  Church  and  who 
'Ai  ^  was  well  known  to  many  of  the  residents  of 
"  this  county  as  a  man  thoroughly  devoted  to 
llie  Master's  work, was  a  native  c>f  Glassboro,  N. 
.T.,  and  born  September  25,  1810.  He  received  a 
thorough  education,  being  graduated  at  Kenyon 
College,  at  Gambicr,  Ohio,  and  soon  afterward  en- 
tered upon  till'  duties  of  his  chosen  calling.  His 
first  charge  was  in  Sharon,  Conn.,  and  he  subse- 
quently located  in  Monroe,  Mich.  He  was  for  a  time 
Chaplain  in  the  Main  Street  Hospital  in  Covington, 
Ky.  and  also  at  Camp  Deuison,  Ohio.  His  death  oc- 
curred December  26, 1874, in  Cincinnati, Ohio,when  a 
little  more  than  three-score  and  four  years  of  age. 
By  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Carpenter  became  the 
father  of  two  children,  one  of  whom,  Samuel  C.  B. 
served  in  the  Ihiion  Army  as  a  member  of  Com- 
pany B,  One  Hundredth  Illinois  Infantry.  He  en- 
dured great  hardship  and  exjjosure  and  excessive 
marching,  which  so  undermined  his  health  that  he 
died  from  the  eflfects  thereof  October  1,  1871,  after 
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a  long  illness  in  Cincinnati  and  .rolit'l.  The  other 
cliilil,  Frances  M.,  a  daughter,  innkcs  hiT  home 
Willi  lier  stepmother  in  Joliet. 

Later  Mr.  Carpenter  was  wedded  to  JMiss  Emily 
D.  Thompson,  who  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
August  31,1830.  Iler  parents  were  Riciiard  and 
Elizabeth  (Denny )  Thompson,  and  the  father  while 
a  resident  of  the  (.Quaker  City,  occupied  himself  as 
a  commission  merchant.  In  that  city  he  passed 
away.  Mrs.  Thompson  died  at  the  residence  of  Mrs. 
Carpenter  in  Joliet, in  May,l  872.  Until  her  marriage 
Mrs.  Carpenter  lived  in  Philadelphia  and  Wilming- 
ton, Del.  The  ceremony  was  performed  June  29. 
1852,  at  the  bride's  home  in  AVilmington,  by  Bishop 
Lee  of  the  Ei)iscopal  Church  of  that  city.  Of  this  un- 
ion there  were  born  five  children,  all  of  whom  are 
living.  Herbert  1).  was  l)orn  in  Smj'rna,  Del., 
June  2,  1803.  and  after  comi)leling  his  litcrarj' 
education  began  reading  law  under  the  instruction 
of  Phelps  it  Clement;  he  w.as  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  December,  1878,  and  is  now  pr;i.cticing  his  pro- 
fession in  Joliet,  being  located  at  No.  102  Jeffer- 
son Street.  Hois  an  ardent  su|)porter  of  the  Re- 
publican party.  Florence  married  Albert  W. 
Fiero  of  Joliet;  Horace  T.  is  in  business  at  Mil- 
waukee, Wis.;  K.  Howell  is  engaged  in  railroading 
in  Joliet;  Louis  T.  C.  is  a  salesman  in  a  wholesale 
house  in  Chicago.  Mrs.  Carpenter  and  her  chil- 
dren located  in  Joliet  in  1 86,"),  and  there  slie  has 
since  lived.  She  is,  religiously,  a  member  of  Ihe 
Episcopal  Church  and  stands  at  the  head  of  a  fam- 
ily which  is  highly  spoken  of  throughout  the    city. 


ATHER  THOMAS  F.  O'GARA,  Pastor  of 
|lp^(g5)  St.  Rose's  Church  at  Wilmington,  was  born 
Ig^  in  Ireland  in  184(5;  his  parents  Thomas  and 

Bridget  (Mc(iinnis)  O'Gara.  having  also  been  na- 
tives of  the  Emerald  Isle.  They  came  to  America 
when  our  subject  was  an  infant  of  one  3'ear  and  lo 
cated  in  Lawrence,  Blass.,  where  they  resided  for 
several  years.  In  1879,  they  removed  to  Otta\t-a, 
111.,  where  they  were  both  called  to  the  land  of 
eternal  happiness,  the  father  in  1887,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-two  years,  and  the  mother  one 


year  later  at  the  age  of  eighty  yeais.  They  left 
eleven  children,  of  whom  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  the  seventh  in  order  of  birth. 

lie  of  whom  we  write,  grew  to  manhood  in  Law- 
rence, .Mass.,  and  received  an  academic  education. 
He  was  in  the  dry-goods  business  for  several  years 
and  when  about  t\vent\'-three  years  of  age  began 
studying  for  the  (iriesthood  and  completed  his 
studies  at  ^lontreal,  Canada,  in  1878,  being  the 
same  year  ordained  a  [iriest.  He  immcdiatelj'  came 
to  Wilmington  and  took  charge  of  the  present 
parish  where  he  has  conlinvially  resided  since  tli.at 
time.  He  has  besides  his  work  here,  charge  of  St. 
Patrick's  Church  at  Wilton,  this  county,  and  is  a 
man  held  in  high  esteem  Ijy  all  the  citizens  of  Wil- 
mington and  elsewlu  re  with  whom  he  comes  in 
contact. 

A  tine  [lortralt  of  I'\ather  <  J'Cara  is  shown  on  an- 
other page  of  this  volume. 

&EHNY  SPANOLER.  A  stranger  would  not 
i  not  be  in  this  country  long  without  hearing 
the  name  which  stands  at  the  head  of  this 
hiograi)hical  notice,  and  learning  that  it  is 
the  cognomen  of  a  pi'ominent  citizen  of  .lackson 
Township  and  one  who  is  widely  known  tlirougli- 
out  the  county.  At  present  this  genlletnan  holds 
the  olllce  of  Supervisor,  a  position  in  which  lie  has 
served  his  fellow-nicu  for  several  years,  his  eonlin- 
uaiice  in  it  proving  conclusivcl}'  that  the  duties 
have  been  discharged  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 
This  is  not  the  only  public  capacity  in  which  Mr. 
Spangler  li.as  acted.  In  1882  he  was  elected  County 
Treasurer,  and  for  four  years  his  financial  ability 
and  integrity  were  made  useful  in  that  ca|)acity. 

Pennsylvania  was  the  native  State  of  David 
Spangler  and  Amelia  Batcy,  who  became  man  and 
wife  and  reared  a  family  of  nine  children.  Thc\- 
removed  lo  Summit  County, Ohio, in  which  the  laKer 
years  of  llicir  life  were  spent.  There  their  young- 
est child  was  born  February  20,  1837,  he  being  the 
gentleman  of  whom  we  write.  He  remained  in  his 
native  State  until  he  was  twenty  years  old.  in  the 
meantime  becoming  well  versed  in  tlu^  management 
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of  a  farm,  as  bis   father  was  an   agriculturist,  and 
■acquiring  a  good  education. 

Upon  leaving  his  native  State,  Mr.  Spangler  re- 
paired to  this  county  and  .at  once  made  a  settle- 
ment on  section  12,  ..lackson  Township,  engaging 
in  agricultur.al  jKirsuits.  So  successful  have  been 
his  lal)ors  that  he  now  owns  live  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  in  Jackson  and  Manh.attan  Townsiiips  and 
has  an  assured  financial  standing.  Ever}'  detail  of 
the  work  carried  on  upon  his  [)lace  is  under  care- 
ful oversiglit,  and  ever^'  part  of  the  large  estate 
evinces  the  taste  and  ability  of  the  owner.  A  full 
line  of  buildings  maj'  be  seen  thereon,  all  substan- 
tial and  well  designed,  while  stock  and  machinery 
are  excellent  and  suffleient  in  number  and  quantity. 

The  pleasant  home  of  Mr.  Spangler  is  presided 
over  by  a  laly  whose  intelligence  and  grace  add  to 
the  attractions  of  the  hospitable  dwelling.  She  was 
known  in  her  maidenhood  as  Bliss  Rachael  Grove, 
and  was  a  native  of  Summit  County,  Ohio,  in 
which  her  marriage  to  our  subject  took  place.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Spangler  have  four  living  children, 
named  respectively,  Samuel  M.,  Ellery  G.,  Alvin  C). 
and  Dora  A.  They  mourn  the  loss  of  a  daughter, 
Alraeda  M..  who  died  at  the  age  of  nine  j'ears. 
Mr.  SpangltM-  is  a  Democrat  and  has  taken  quite  an 
active  part  in  political  affairs.  The  family  is  re- 
garded as  a  credit  to  the  section  in  which  they  re- 
side, and  were  a  wish  expressed  regarding  them,  it 
would  be  that  they  might  long  continue  their  resi 
dence  here,  as  their  present  health  promises  will  be 
the  case. 

-i^^l 

M)AVIER  MUNCH.  Nowhere  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Valley  can  more  beautiful  farms  be 
_,  _j  found  than  in  the  Prairie  State,  and  in  mi 
section  of  it  arc  any  more  attractive  than  in  'Will 
County.  On  section  I'J,  Joliet  Township,  lies  a 
body  of  land  sloping  to  the  south  and  comprising 
(ine  liiindred  and  twenty-two  productive  acres, 
which,  under  the  hand  of  a  progressive  and  intel- 
ligent farmer  produce  abundantly.  The  estate  is 
a  home  of  which  any  man  might  well  be  proud,  all 
the  imjjrovements  upon  it  licing  excellent  and  in- 
cluding every  convenience   anil   i)roper   means  of* 


adornment.  The  owner  of  this  fine  estate,  although 
of  foreign  birth,  has  spent  the  greater  part  of 
his  life  in  America. 

The  ancestral  home  of  the  Munch  family  was  in 
that  section  of  Europe  the  possession  of  which  has 
been  a  subject  of  controversy  between  two  of  the 
most  powerful  nations  of  the  earth, and  which  is  now 
included  in  the  German  Empire.  This  country — 
Alsace — was  a  part  of  France  when  Xavier  Munch, 
Sr.,  w.as  born  near  Strasburg.  He  married  Cecelia 
Potter,  and  after  the  birth  of  four  sons  and  three 
daughters  emigrated  to  America,  crossing  the 
ocean  in  the  spring  of  183'.i.  During  that  summer 
the  family  lived  in  Lemont,  III.,  and  in  the  fall 
removed  to  Joliet.  where  they  made  their  home 
about  two  years.  The_v  then  returned  to  Lemont 
for  a  short  sojourn,  but  in  April,  1842,  rented 
land  in  Troy  Township,  Will  County,  of  the  late 
Andrew  King,  lipon  it  Mr.  Munch  resided  about 
two  yeais,  when  he  settled  on  the  farm  now  occu- 
liic<l  by  our  subject,  remaining  here  until  Apiil  18, 
1862.  He  then  went  to  California  to  engage  in 
mining,  but  never  returned,  and  it  is  supposed 
that  he  died  there.  Mrs.  Munch  lireatlied  her  last 
in  Joliet,  November  8,  185(j. 

The  gentleman  with  whose  name  this  sketch  is 
introduced,  is  the  second  child  m  the  parental  fam- 
ily, and  was  borji  in  Alsace,  July  31,  1823.  He  had 
but  fairly  entered  his  teens  when  the  family  came 
to  America,  and  he  followed  his  father  in  his  vari- 
ous removals  until  1847.  He  then  enlisted  in  the 
regular  army  and  participated  in  the  Mexican  War, 
returning  in  1848  to  Jcjliet,  and  again  taking  up 
his  residence  under  the  parental  roof.  There  he 
remained  until  his  marriage,  Fel)ruary  9,  1849,  to 
Miss  Mary  M.  Ptleger.  He  then  settled  on  section 
18,  Joliet  Township,  whence  five  years  later  he  re- 
moved to  bis  present  home.  Not  only  has  be 
manifested  ability  in  his  agricultural  career,  but 
has  lived  an  upright  life,  dealt  honorably  with  his 
fellow-men,  and  in  every  domestic  relation  has 
been  kindly  and  considerate.  In  politics  he  is  in- 
dependent, but  generally  votes  with  the  Democrats. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  belong  to  the  Catholic 
Church. 

The  lady,  who  in  the  summer  of  1849  became 
the  wife   of  our   subject,  shared   his  joys   and  sor- 
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rows  until  June  22,  18G().  when  slie  wns  oalltMl 
from  time  to  L'teniit}-.  Like  hor  husband,  she  was 
a  native  of  Alsace.  Their  union  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  seven  chililren.  nameil  respectively;  Ma- 
tilda, Ferdinand,  Daniel.  Marion,  Lawrence,  Eliza- 
beth and  Frances. 

Mr.  Munch  contracted  a  second  matrimonial  al- 
liance in  .lolict.  choosing  as  his  companion  Mrs. 
Catherine  Shaw  Freedel,  also  an  Alsatian.  She  has 
borne  him  eight  children — Kate,  Frank, Rose,  Louis, 
Anthon}'.  Sophia,  Celia  and  Charles.  Her  former 
marriage  had  resulted  in  the  birth  of  five  children, 
of  whom  the  survivors  are:  Joseph,  Mary,  and  Al- 
fred Freedel.  She  is  an  efficient  helpmate,  a  good 
neighbor  and  a  devoted  umther. 


\TRy;ENJAMIN  D.  RITCHEY.  Tliis  gentleman 
r^A  '''"**  done  much  for  the  growth  and  develop- 
/M)jl  ment  of  the  section  in  which  he  resides  and 
"^^^^  for  many  a  year  has  been  known  and  hon- 
ored as  a  worth}'  citizen  of  Wesley  Township. 
After  years  of  activity  he  has  retired  from  business 
pursuits,  disposed  of  the  farms  which  he  owned, 
retaining  only  an  interest  in  buildings  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Ritchey.  and  is  now  taking  his  ease,  as  far 
as  labor  for  sustenance  is  concerned. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Matthew  Ritchej-. 
a  native  of  Scotland,  whose  parents  came  to  Penn- 
sylvania at  a  ver}-  early  day,  whence  he  subse- 
quently removed  to  Ohio.  In  the  latter  State  he 
married  Rachel  Davis,  a  native  of  Virginia  and  a 
daughter  of  a  Welshman,  This  was  the  third  mar- 
riage of  Matthew  Ritchey  and  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  four  children,  two  of  whom  are  now  living.  The 
father  departed  this  life  in  1821,  the  mother  sur- 
viving until  1802. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  biographical  sketch  is 
the  first-ljorn  of  his  mother's  children,  his  natal  day 
being  October  24,  1815.  Ilis  birth  took  place  in 
Ross  Count}-,  Ohio,  where  he  spent  his  earlj-  }'ears, 
beginning  a  personal  career  at  an  early  age.  When 
twelve  years  old  he  hired  out  by  the  month  on  a 
farm  and  continued  to  support  himself  in  this  way 
till  he  hail  reachecl  the  age  of  twenty  vears.   He  had 


conceived  the  idea  of  buying  a  farm  and  working 
out  its  p.ayment,  and  he  and  his  brother  John  carried 
out  the  idea  successfully,  thus  becoming  the  owners 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  in  the  Buckeye 
State.  In  the  fall  of  1855  they  sold,  and  removing 
to  Illinois  settled  in  this  county  and  the  township 
wherein  our  subject  still  resides.  He  purchased  a 
partly  imiiroved  farm  and  engaged  in  mixed  fann- 
ing, having  cattle  and  horses  which  he  had  brought 
from  Ohio. 

In  1862  Mr.  Ritchey  anil  his  brother  embarked 
in  the  mercantile  business,  but  after  a  time  sold  out, 
our  subject  subsequently  buying  the  business  him- 
self and  carrying  it  on  for  several  years  in  addition 
to  operating  his  farms.  Never  having  married  he 
has  had  families  keep  house  for  him,  and  during 
the  past  twenty-eight  3'cars  has  made  but  one 
change.  He  has  proved  his  ability  .as  a  manager 
and  monej--m,aker  and  insured  himself  against  want 
unless  an  overwhelming  catastrophe  ijefalls  him. 
Not  only  so  but  he  has  been  useful  in  local  oflices 
and  in  various  movements  which  would  tend  to 
improve  the  countr}'.  Ritchey  Station  Lakes  its 
name  from  himself  and  brother. 

Mr.  Ritche}^  for  several  years  belonged  to  the 
Grange,  of  which  he  was  Master.  He  was  Town- 
ship Assessor  and  Collector,  and  has  been  offered 
the  position  of  Township  Supervisor  but  declined 
it.  In  1  8.S0  he  was  appointed  United  States  Census 
Enumerator  for  Wesley  Township,  and  he  h.asbeen 
Postmaster  at  Ritchey  for  seven  years.  He  has  fre- 
quently been  administrator  of  estates  both  in  Illinois 
and  Ohio,  and  has  also  been  guardian  in  the  latter 
State.  This  fact  alone  will  sudice  to  show  that  he  is 
looked  upon  as  a  man  of  the  strictest  integrity  and 
great  prudence. 

Mr.  Ritche}'  has  always  taken  aTi  active  interest 
in  political  issues,  has  frequently  been  a  delegate  to 
eo\inty  conventions  and  otherwise  borne  a  fair  share 
in  the  local  campaign  work.  He  became  of  age  a 
few  days  before  the  Presidential  election  of  1836, 
and  cast  his  first  vote  for  Gen.  William  Henry 
Harrison.  Four  years  later,  during  the  ever  memor- 
able "hard  cider"  cam])aign  in  the  IJuckeye  State,  he 
cast  his  second  vote  for  "Tippecanoe"  who  [iroved 
the  successful  candidate.  .Some  years  later,  when 
the  Republican  party  came  into  existence  he  voted 


606 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


for  John  C.  Fremont,  and  1888  he  had  the  pleasure 
of  voting  for  Gen.  Benjamin  Harrison,  a  lineal  de- 
scendant of  the  old  hero  who  had  been  his  first  love 
when  becoming  a  voter. 

In  1844  Mr.  Ritchey  rode  ten  miles  on  horseback 
on  two  consecutive  nights  to  hear  the  eloquent  and 
renowned  temperance  orator.  .John  T>.  Gough,  and 
enlisting  under  his  banner  lias  been  a  consistent 
temperance  man  from  that  da3'. 


^p^EORGE  W.  I'.ARTLETT,  Insurance,  Real 
(il  ,— -  Estate,  Loan  and  C-oileetion  Agent,  although 
^^41  comparativel3-  a  new  member  of  the  busi- 
ness circles  of  Joliet,  is  adv.ancing  rapidly  toward 
the  front  with  bright  prospects  of  soon  reaching  a 
place  second  to  none  in  the  community.  He  is  a 
stirring  and  energetic  man,  with  sueli  qn.alilications 
as  especially  fit  him  for  his  present  business,  in 
which  lie  is  building  up  a  good  trade.  He  has  fol- 
lowed this  occnpaticm  for  the  past  fourteen  years, 
during  which  time  lie  has  represented  such  com- 
panies as  the  Nortli  America,  of  Pliiladelphia;  tlie 
I'hfcnix,  of  Brooklyn;  the  Hartford,  .lEtna,  Con 
necticut  and  Hartford,  of  Hartford;  the  Royal,  of 
Liverpool;  and  the  Traders',  of  Chicago.  Those 
which  lie  now  represents  are  the  Continental,  of 
New  York,  and  the  Agricultural,  of  Watertown, 
X.  Y. 

In  Oenesee  County.  Ts'.  Y.,  Nathaniel  Rartlett 
and  Emily  (iilbert  were  born,  reared  and  marrried. 
They  came  West  in  18")5,  locating  in  Grundy 
County,  111.,  wliere  they  are  yet  living.  Their 
family  comprises  three  children — Fred  A.,  a  jew- 
eler at  Lockport;  Elmer  E.,  a  molder  in  Joliet; 
and  (icorge  W.,  our  subject.  The  father  is  an  en- 
gineer by  trade  and  has  always  pursued  that  avo- 
cation. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  sketcli 
was  liorn  December  20.1 85G,  in  Grundy'  County, and 
spent  tiie  first  thirty-two  years  of  his  life  there.  Quite 
early  in  life  lie  began  to  manifest  the  energy 
wiiicli  is  so  prominent  a  characteristic  of  his  nature, 
taking  up  tlie  oecujiation  nf  a  newsboy  in  Morris, 
and  UMi-niiig  telegraphy  while  still  a  boy,  although 


he  never  pursued  this  work.  For  some  time  he 
clerked  in  a  drj'-goods  store  and  then  took  up  the 
insurance  business,  carrying  on  at  the  same  time 
other  lines  of  work.  For  seven  years  he  clerked 
for  C.  H.  Gould,  President  of  the  Grundy  County  J 
National  Bank,  and  also  looked  after  the  gas  fitting 
in  the  place.  He  was  the  builder  and  manager  of 
the  Telephone  Exchange,  at  Morris,  and  also  of 
the  toll  line  south  of  that  city,  which  united  the 
towns  of  Mazon,  Hill  Park  or  Wauponsee,  Verona, 
Kinsman,  Gardner  and  jMinooka  with  the  county 
seat. 

An  important  step  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Bartlett 
took  place  in  .September,  1881,  it  being  no  less  than 
his  marriage  with  Miss  Fannie  Zimmerman,  whose 
parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Casper  Zimmerman, have  lived 
in  Grundy  County  a  number  of  years.  The  iiappy 
union  has  been  blessed  bj'  the  birth  of  one  bright 
daughter,  Carrie  M.,  in  whose  growing  intelligence 
the  parents  take  great  delight.  Mr.  Bartlett  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  tlie  Repub- 
lican part}'. 

/^\  HARLES  N.  SPRAGUE,  senior  member  of 
(if  ^-^  the  firm  of  Sprague  &  Hess,  forms,  with 
^^'  his  partner,  one  of  the  important  factors 
among  the  business  interests  of  Joliet,  operating 
a  creamery  and  dair^'.  He  has  been  engaged  in 
the  creamery  business  since  1880,  following  this 
for  a  period  of  six  years  very  successfully.  The 
firm  now  turns  out  two  hundred  pounds  of  butter 
per  da}-,  and  besides  this,  deals  extensively  in  but- 
ter and  cheese  in  a  wholesale  w.aj'.  He  associated 
himself  in  partnershi[)  with  Mr.  Hess  March  1, 
1890,  enlarging  the  milk  route  and  increasing  his 
f.acilities  for  handling  all  kinds  of  dairy  produce. 
The  firm  unquestionably  stan  \s  at  the  head  of  the 
dairy  interests  in  Joliet. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  DuPage  Township,  this 
county,  January  19,  1846,  and  is  the  son  of  one  of 
lis  earliest  settlers,  Thomas  J.  Sprague,  a  native 
of  New  Y'ork.  The  mother  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Lydia  Swift.  The  parental  familj'  consisted  of 
nine  children,  six  of  uiiom  are  living,  making  their 
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hollies  mostly  in  lllimiis.  TIr'  lather  prosefutcfl 
fanning  in  Dnl'agc  T<junshiii  until  tlie  spring  of 
1  890.  then  l-elired  from  aetlve  labor  aiid  took  up 
his  residence  in  Joliet,  where,  willi  his  c.-timaMe 
wife,  he  still  lives. 

Mr.  Sprague  has  all  his  life  been  familiar  with 
.•igrieultural  [lursuits.  He  obtained  his  ediuvitimi 
ill  the  district  school,  and  when  a  3oiing  man  of 
Lwi_nl\-two  3-ears  established  domcstie  ties,  being 
married  .November  2^).  IHIV.).  to  .Miss  .\llie  C.  Kill- 
nier.  Mrs.  Sprague  was  bm-ii  November  HL  IS.VI. 
in  Dul'age  Township,  and  is  the  daughter  of  K. 
W .  and  Hannah  Killmer.  whu  are  nalixes  of  New 
Yojk.  The  father  is  now  living  in  .loliet,  and  the 
mother  is  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sprngne  are  the 
parents  of  three  ehildri'ii.  two  of  whom  are  living, 
these  being  daughters— llattie  and  .Mabel.  .Mr. 
.S|iragiie  and  his  family  li\e  modestly  In  a  eom- 
forlaljle  home  andenjuy  the  esteem  and  eonlidenee 
of  their  neighbors.  In  pohtio  .Mr.  Sjiragiie  vntes 
the  straight  Democratic  ticket.  He  is  one  of  the 
prominent  men  of  tiie  city,  and  while  a  resident  of 
Diil'age  Township  otHciated  as  Assessor  and  Town- 
ship Clerk.  He  has  been  for  some  years  connected 
with  the  Masonic  fraternity-. 

DEW  ITT  CLINTON  .SKARLES.  The  por- 
;  traits  on  the  opposite  pages  will  be  inime 
diately  recognized  as  those  of  a  highly 
resi)ected  citizen  of  Will  County  and  his  estimable 
wife.  Mr.  Searles  is  well  and  favorably'  knowi; 
throughout  this  county,  both  in  business  circles  and 
public  life.  As  an  agriculturalist  of  superior  in- 
telligence and  progressiveness,  he  has  wielded  a 
potent  influence  in  jilacing  liiis  county  in  the  front 
ranks  of  its  sister  counties,  and  Troy  Township 
finds  in  him  one  of  its  most  enterprising  citizens 
and  a  leader  among  its  farmers  and  stock-growers. 
Mr.  .Searles  was  born  January  30,  1830,  in  Sum- 
mit Count}-,  Ohio,  and  was  reared  near  Columbus. 
His  parents  were  Amos  an({  Hannah  (Ilulburt) 
Searles.  The}'  had  come  from  Connecticut  and 
were  earl}-  (lioneers  of  that  part  of  Ohio.  His 
mother  w.as  a  daugliler  of   Isaiah  llunnui.  a  lievo- 


liitioiiaiv  soldier,  who  t'lilistcd  when  fourteen  years 
of  age,  and  faithfully  served  throughout  the  entire 
war.  being  uiuler  Washington  the  whole  seven 
years.  Amos  Searles  was  a  descendant  of  i)eople 
who  came  to  this  country  early  in  the  seventeenth 
eentury  and  settled  on  Long  Island,  where  some  of 
the  family  still  reside. 

Our  subject  passed  the  early  years  of  his  life 
within  eighteen  miles  of  Columbus,  and  when 
twenty-one  years  of  age  left  his  old  home  to  try 
his  fortunes  in  the  Prairie  State.  He  bought  a 
farm  about  three  miles  from  where  he  now  lives, 
wliieli  he  disposed  of  three  yi'ars  later  and  in  18.5tl 
purehase<l  the  one  on  which  he  now  resides.  It 
w.as  at  that  time  a  tract  of  wild  prairie  and  much 
har<l  labor  was  reiiuireil  to  firing  it  to  its  present 
liigli  state  of  iniprovement.  He  put  up  a  building 
in  which  he  lived,  using  a  pari  of  it  for  a  barn,  until 
the  latter  part  of  the  summer  when  he  erected  a 
small  house.  This  latter  was  afterward  burned, 
and  clearing  away  large  quantities  of  the  hazel 
brush  which  stood  on  his  land,  Mr.  Searles  erected 
a  mcn-e  substantial  residence.  He  lias  since  put  up 
an  excellent  set  of  buildings,  erecting  his  present 
house  in  18(10,  and  now  has  one  of  the  best  places 
in  the  count}-,  consisting  of  six  hundred  acres  of 
land  in  a  fine  state  of  cultivation.  His  farm  Is 
w-ell  stocked  with  cattle  and  hogs  of  the  best  breed, 
as  he  makes  a  specialty  of  feeding  that  class  of 
stoc'k. 

Ml-.  Searles  was  married  in  1«GG,  to  Miss  Harriet 
Walker,  of  I'lainlieM.  111.,  a  daughter  of  ('apt.  .L 
Walker,  who  is  credited  with  l.ieing  the  first  settler 
in  Will  County  and  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  War 
of  1812,  taking  part  in  the  battle  of  New  Orleans 
;in<l  in  many  Indian  fights.  During  the  Black 
Hawk  War  he  was  Captain  of  a  company  and  was 
vi'iy  active  in  subduing  the  Indians.  In  1828  he 
came  to  this  county  witli  his  family  from  St.  Clair 
County,  111.,  and  pre-empted  for  liis  first  claim  a 
part  of  the  land  on  w-liicli  the  village  now  stands. 
'I"he  mother  of  Mrs.  Searles  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Walkei',  and  was  the  daughter  of  Jesse 
Walker,  who  came  here  as  a  missionary  in  1826. 
He  was  from  East  Tennessee,  while  the  family  origi- 
nated in  Rockingham,  Va.  Lpon  arriving  in  Illi- 
nois   in  1801,  Jesse  Walker,  who    was  a  ministiT  in 
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the  Jlethodist  Church,  settled  in  St.  Clair  County. 
During  this  long  journey  he  liad  been  accompanied 
liy  his  family,  who  made  the  trip  on  horseback. 
He  became  very  well  known  in  the  county  and 
Slate,  and  was  a  contemporary  and  associate  of 
Peter  Cartwright.  JMrs.  Capt.  Walker,  prior  to 
her  marriage,  was  a  missionary  among  the  Indians. 
The  lirst  frame  building  erected  in  Chicago  was 
built  of  lumber  sawed  at  Capt.  \\'alker"s  mill  in 
PlaiufleJd,  this  county. 

Possessed  of  a  noble  character  and  line  mental 
endowments,  Jlr.  Searles  would  have  been  an  honor 
to  an\-  commiDUty.  A  man  of  broa<i  views,  keen 
observation  and  extensive  information,  he  has  a 
tine  library  well  supplied  with  choice  books.  In 
the  management  of  public  affairs  he  has  taken  an 
important  part,  and  for  eight  years  was  Supervisor 
of  the  township,  which  is  strongly  Democratic.  He 
is  a  stanch  Republican,  but  his  well-known  abdity 
and  popularity  carried  the  day. 

Mr.  Searlcs  and  his  wife  have  had  four  children, 
of  whom  three  are  living,  one  having  died  in  in- 
fancv.  Maud  is  a  young  lady  at  home;  Linn  W. 
oi)erates  the  faiin.  and  Ivlna  is  a  maiden  of  fifteen 
years.  The  family  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  in  which  thej'  are  active  workers. 
Socially,  their  fiiends  are  many,  for  their  reUnement 
has  made  them  respected  wherever  known. 


ICHARD  O.  GREENLEAF.  Cashier  and 
bookkeeper  for  the  Pates  Manufacturing 
Compau}',  assumed  the  duties  of  his  present 
^i;^ position  soon  after  the  organization  of  that 
company  in  Joliet.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  this 
county  since  June,  1881,  and  first  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile business.  in  1881  he  was  proffered  his 
present  position  and  arranged  his  i)rivate  affairs  so 
that  he  could  conveniently'  accept. 

A  native  of  South  Hurwick,  i\Ie.,  the  subject  of 
this  notice  was  born  January  31,  1828,  and  was  the 
son  of  Richard  and  Eliza  ( Akerman)  (ireenleaf,  the 
former  of  whom  ri  moved  from  Newbury  port. 
Mass.,  the  old  home  of  the  family,  to  Charlestown, 
that  Stale,  where  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 


ness. A  few  years  later  he  died,  leaving  his  widow 
with  one  child,  the  Latter.  Richard  0.,  our  subject, 
with  whom  the  mother  now  makes  her  home.  She 
was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  born  in  1S05,  and 
has  consequently' now  arriveil  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty  five  years. 

Mr.  Greenleaf  grew  to  mature  years  iiiNewbury- 
port,  Mass.,  where  he  completed  his  education  and 
soon  afterward  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  re- 
maining in  the  B.ay  State  until  1857.  He  then  re- 
moved to  Nashua,  N.  IL,  where  he  sojourned  until 
1861.  The  Civil  War  now  having  broken  out,  he 
on  the  I'lih  of  April,  that  j-ear,  immeiliately  after 
the  firing  u|>on  Ft.  Sumter,  raised  a  company- under 
the  call  for  one  hundred  days'  men  and  this  being- 
assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Potora.ac,  thej'  repaired 
thither  and  remained  in  the  service  until  the  9th  of 
August.  Being  then  mustered  out  Mr.  Greenleaf 
returned  to  New  Hampshire  and  immediately  raised 
Company  B.  which  was  assigned  to  the  Fourth  New 
Hampshire  Infantry ,and  of  which  he  was  made  Cap- 
lain.  Soon  after  repairing  to  the  South,  they  en- 
countered the  enemy  at  various  points  and  saw 
considerable  active  service  including  the  siege  of 
Jlorris  Island,  near  Charlestown. 

Returning  North  soon  afterward  with  his  regi- 
ment, Capt.  Greenleaf  with  his  corapanj'  was  as- 
signed to  the  Tenth  Corps,  Army  of  the  James,  and 
he  thereafter  followed  the  fortunes  of  his  regiment 
until  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment  in 
Se[)tember,  1864.  He  had  in  the  meantime  been 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  M.ajor,  with  which  title  he 
was  mustered  out. 

We  next  find  Mr.  Greenleaf  in  Hillsborough 
County,  N.  II.,  where  he  remained  until  1872,  and 
then  came  to  Illinois  engaging  in  mercantile  busi- 
ness until  1878.  In  October  of  that  year  he  re- 
turned to  Nashua,  N.  II.,  where  he  remained  until 
1881,  and  that  j'ear  became  a  resident  of  Joliet. 

Mr,  Greenleaf  was  married  September  16,  1861, 
in  Nashua.  N.  H.,  to  Miss  Martha  A.,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Fliun.  Of  this  union  there  are  no  children. 
Mr.  Flinn  was  a  native  of  Ireland  and  one  of  the 
organizers  of  a  large  cotton  manufactory  in  New 
England;  he  and  his  wife  are  now  deceased.  Mr. 
(ireenleaf.  politically  votes  the  Democratic  ticket. 
About  1  S.j,s  he  indentified  himself  with  the  Masonic 
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fraleinity  in  Nashua,  N.  II.,  ami  is  now  a  nieniliiT 
of  Rising  Sun  Lodge.  He  also  belongs  lo  .lohn  (J. 
Foster  I'ost,  at  liisold  home  in  New  Hampshire,  in 
which  he  is  Post  ('omiuun<lcr.  Socially,  ami  in  Imsi- 
ness  circles  Mi'.  Greenleaf  licais  an  excellent  icpu- 
tation.  and  is  well  worthy  (jf  icpi-esentation  in  a 
work  of  this  kind. 

I  KR.MANX  STUDTMANN.  Norlheni  Illi- 
\l^  iiois,  like  all  of  the  other  States  of  the  In- 
iii^  ion,  owes  no  small  share  in  its  rapid  growth 
((§))  and  development  to  the  energy  and  indns- 
try  of  its  substantial  German  citizens.  They  came 
here  mostly  poor  in  [uirse  hut  well  litted  by  liali- 
ils  of  industry  and  economj'  to  battle  with  the  dif- 
liculties  attending  the  opening  uf)  of  new  farms, 
and  instituting  homes  in  the  land  of  their  adoption. 
Among  these  may  be  properI\'  mentioned  Peter 
Siudtmann,  the  father  of  our  subject,  who  came 
hither  from  the  Fatherland  in  October,  1873.  as- 
^isted  his  sons  as  best  he  could  in  his  laliors,  and 
died  at  his  home  in  1885. 

Peter  Studtmann  was  a  native  of  the  Kingdom 
of  Hanover  as  also  was  his  son  Hermann,  of  this 
>kelch,  the  latter  being  born  May  13,  1848.  The 
n. other  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary  Vonderohe. 
She  spent  her  entire  life  in  her  native  Hanover, 
dying  about  186.5.  The  |)arental  familv  con- 
sisted <jf  two  children,  both  of  whom  came  to 
America.  Hermann  was  a  youth  of  nineteen  years 
win  n  crossing  the  Atlantic,  and  after  landing  at 
New  York  City,  he  made  his  way  to  Chicago. 
III.,  but  only  sojourned  there  a  few  weeks.  We 
nextfind  him  in  Peru,  this  State,  of  which  he  was 
a  resident  for  about  five  years.  In  September, 
l.sTo,  he  came  to  New  Lenox  Township  and  se 
lected  a  ti'act  of  land  on  section  20,  where  he  took 
up  his  abode  and  has  since  lived.  He  commenced 
ill  life  dependent  upon  his  own  resources  and 
while  ii>  La  Salle  County  was  employed  by  the 
month  as  a  farm  hand.  He  is  now  the  c)wner  of 
one  hundred  and  sixt)-  acres  of  good  land,  nil  of 
which  is  in  a  ])roductive  condition,  embellished 
with  neat    modern   buildings    and    liaviii"   all    the 


other  appurli'iiances  of  the  well-regulated  country 
honiotcad.  Ilislli'st  hiiuse  was  destr(.yiMl  by  lire 
October  2->.  l.ssil,  but  lie  rebuilt  and  is  rapidly  re- 
triexing  his  l(i<s. 

.Mr.  Stndtniaun  was  married  in  New  Ltnox 
Township  March  2(1.  1  s7;!.  (o  Miss  Lena,  daughter 
of  Christian  and  Caroline  (Stein)  Keitel.  .Mrs. 
Keitel  ^lied  in  (leniiany  in  ls71.  Mrs.  Studtmaiin's 
father  is  still  living  in  this  township.  Slii'  was 
boi-n  in  (ieiinany  November  •_'■_',  18-lS,  and  came 
t(i  America  in  .l.annary,  1X72.  Of  hei-  union  with 
oui-  subject  there  have  bi'eii  born  six  children,  one 
of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The  survivors  are  Ma- 
tilda, Hermann  .li.,  llcniliard,  Lizzie  and  Frieda- 
lieu.  In  politics  .Mr.  Studtmann  is  a  stanch  Dem- 
ocrat. He  lias  served  as  Schocil  Director  in  bis 
district  and  both  lie  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  (ierman  Luthei'an  Cliurcli.  lie  is  a  go-ahead, 
cnteri)rising  citizen  and  is  rapidly  taking  a  posi- 
tion auKMig   the  leading  men  of  his  community. 


-^^- 


!'  ON.  FRKD  WILKE,  of  P.eecher,  is  one  of 
Y  J  the  ino';t  prominent  men  in  this  part  of  the 
'y/^  county.  Not  onl}-  is  he  well  known  as  a  gen- 
.k£)'  eral  dealer  in  all  kinds  of  grain,  as  a  farmer 
and  breeder  of  Holstein  cattle,  but  he  has  also  come 
before  the  public  as  an  official  who  has  served  with 
credit  to  himself  and  his  constituents  in  the  legisla- 
ti\  e  halls  of  the  State.  He  moved  to  Beecher  in 
the  fall  of  1889.  succeeding  to  the  grain  timle  of 
Mr.  H.  Matthews,  deceased.  Prior  to  that  time  he 
had  resided  on  his  farm,  which  is  located  on  sections 
17  and  IS.  of  the  fractional  part  of  AVashington 
Township.  The  estate  comprises  three  hundred 
and  tliirty-livc  acres,  favorably  located  and  well 
iniprovi'd.  and  has  praeticall}' been  made  what  it  is 
bv  the  present  owner. 

The  Hon.  Fred  Wilke  was  born  in  Westphalia, 
(iennany.  March  17.  1S2:).  His  father,  Herman 
Wilke,  was  a  native  of  the  same  I'rorince  and  be- 
longed to  a  respectable  family  who  were  engaged 
in  husbandry.  lie  married  Elizabeth  Waltman, 
who  had  been  well  and  carefullv  reared,  after  his 
marriage  settling  near  their  birthplace.     When  our 
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subject  was  eleven  years  old  the  wife  and  mother 
died,  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine  jears.  Tlie  husband 
and  father  survived  but  three  j'cars,  being  fifty- 
eight  j'ears  old  at  the  time  of  his  dec-ease.  Both 
pirents  were  active  members  of  the  Lutiieran 
Church  and  endeavored  to  train  their  children  in 
paths  of  usefulness.  Their  family  comprised  five 
children,  one  of  whom  died  in  (.Germany;  the  others 
came  to  America  and  three  are  yet  living,  two 
making  Iheir  liome  in  AVill  C'ountv.  III.,  and  the  1 
other  in  l.nke  County.  Ind. 

After  hf  w.-is  old  ennagh  to  enter  the  army  our 
suliject  served  his  cnunlry,  aceordiiig  to  the  custom 
of  that  land,  his  connecticm  with  the  soldiery  being 
from  l.s.'ii)  to  IS52.  In  the  spring  of  18.54,  he  em- 
haiked  at  Uremerhaven  on  a  sailing  vessel  which 
anchored  at.  New  York  City  after  a  voyage  of  six 
weeks.  Mr.  Wilke  went  directly  to  Cincinnati. 
Ohio,  where  he  found  eniploynienl  as  a  teamster, 
making  that  city  In's  home  unlil  Is^do.  He  ha<l 
visited  Will  County,  111.,  in  18,"j7.  puri'hasing  land 
which  was  slightly  improved  and  u|ion  which  he 
settled  in  1«G(I.  It  was  situated  on  section  17, 
Washington  Townshi|i.  and  is  a  part  of  the  estate 
now  owned  by  him.  The  energy  of  Mr.  AViIke 
soon  gave  him  a  pronuiient  position  among  the 
farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  tlie  \icinity.  and  ere 
long  he  was  enabled  to  add  to  his  landed  estate  and 
put  the  whole  place  under  excellent  improvement 
and  cultivation. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Willce  took  [ilace  in  his 
native  land,  his  bride  being  i\Iiss  Ann  Nunker,  who 
was  born  in  the  same  neighborhood  as  himself  and 
whoso  good  qualities  he  thoroughly  understood. 
A  3'car  after  he  had  come  tf)  America  she  followed 
him  across  tlic  briny  deep,  joining  him  in  Cincin- 
nati, whore  she  ilied  at  the  birth  of  her  second 
child  wlio  did  not  long  survive.  ^Irs.  Wilke  was 
but  tiventy-four  years  old  when  called  from  time 
to  eternity.  She  was  a  birthright  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Clinrch  ami  had  consistently  carried  out 
its  teaching  in  her  d:iily  life.  Her  lirst-boi-n,  Mrs. 
Lizzie  Scheiwe,  cbed  -.it  the  age  of  thirty-four  ye.-irs, 
leaving  three  children. 

The  second  matrimonial  alliance  of  Mr.  Wilke 
was  contracted  in  Cincinnati,  his  bride  on  that  oc- 
casion   being  Miss  .Stena  Brntlag.  who  was   bom  in    | 


Westphalia.  .She  was  reared  to  the  age  of  twenty 
years  in  her  native  land  and  then  crossed  the  ocean 
alone,  coming  to  Cincinnati,  where  soon  afterward 
she  became  the  wife  of  our  subject.  She  is  the 
mother  of  two  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  in- 
fancv.  Tlie  living  is  a  son,  H.  F.,  who  married 
Miss  Lena  Meier,  wiio  died  leaving  one  child — 
Fred.  He  sabseqnentlj'  married  Miss  Sophia  jNIeier, 
who,  although  bearing  the  sams  surname,  is  not 
related  to  his  first  wife.  This  union  has  been  blest 
liy  the  birth  of  four  children  :  I'>muia,  Lena,  Amelia 
and  Herman.  II.  F.  AViIke  now  occupies  and  oper- 
ates his  fatiier's  farm  in  Washington  Township.  He 
is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  he  and  his  wife  lie- 
long  to  the  Lutheran  Church. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch  is  now 
serving  as  Su()ervisor  and  Treasurer  of  the  town- 
ship, the  former  of  which  offices  he  has  held  almost 
continnonsly  since  1S70,  the  only  exception  being 
the  time  when  he  was  representing  the  connty  in 
the  Legislature.  He  h.as  been  Assessor  some  years 
and  Collector  one  term.  In  1888  he  was  elected 
to  the  State  Legislature,  where  he  proved  to  be  a 
valuable  worker  for  tlic  good  of  the  constituency 
which  he  represented  and  the  interest  of  the  count}' 
at  large.  His  record  as  a  member  of  comtiiittces 
and  a  worker  on  the  Moor  is  creditable  to  himself 
and  those  who  elected  him.  He  is  a  sound  Re|)ub- 
lican.  He  and  his  wife  are  active  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  and  |>i-ominent  in  every  good 
work  which  is  going  on  in  the  community.  The 
personal  traits  of  Mr.  Wilke  are  such  as  to  give 
him  the  reputation  of  a  "  first-class  fellow"  and  he 
exerts  an  extended  influence  for  all  that  is  moral 
and  elevating. 


RIA.S  EICHELBARGER.  a  Pennsylvanian 
by  birth, has  been  associated  with  the  farmers 
j\  and  stock-i'aisers  of  Illinois  for  several  3'ears, 
and  has  been  much  prospered  in  his  agricultural 
undertakings  and  is  now  the  owner  of  a  laVge  an<l 
well  conducted  farm  on  section  t.  Dul'age  Town- 
ship. 

Our  sniiject  is    a    native    of  Lancaster    County, 
I'a.,  born  April  23,  1839,  to  Jolin  and  Susan  Eich- 
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elbarger,  who  were  likewise  natives  of  that  Slate 
and  were  of  German  descent.  His  fntiier  is  now 
deceased.  His  niotlier,  who  is  between  scvent}' 
and  eight}'  3-ears  of  age,  makes  her  liome  in  Nap- 
erville,  tliis  State.  Our  subject  is  the  oldest  son 
in  the  family  of  whom  tlie  following  survive: 
I'rias;  .luhn,  lixiiig  in  Kansas, (I^ickenson  County); 
Marj',  wife  of  .Iusi'|iii  Taylor,  of  Dii  I'age  'i'own- 
ship. 

I'rias  Kii'helbargor  was  reared  in  the  phiee  of  his 
liirth  and  at  the  youthful  age  of  twelve  years,  left 
tiie  parental  home  to  make  his  own  way  in  the 
world.  He  lived  out  with  a  farmer  until  lie  was 
fifteen  yeais  old  and  then  began  to  learn  the 
blacksmith's  trade,  serving  an  apprenticeship  of 
three  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he 
opened  up  a  smith}'  in  his  native  county  and  car- 
ried on  his  calling  for  se\cial  years.  After  aban- 
doning that  trade  for  a  short  lime,  he  engaged  in 
marketing,  buying  l)utlcr,  eggs  and  oilier  farm 
produce.  He  then  liegan  farnnng  for  himself  in 
Lancaster  County  and  carried  on  agriculture  there 
for  three  years.  In  1S(59,  he  came  to  Illinois  and 
for  a  year  and  a  half  resided  in  Naperville.  Du 
Page  County,  where  he  worked  as  a  jouriieyni.in 
blacksmith.  After  that  he  again  took  up  farming 
and  pursued  the  calling  as  a  renter  in  Wheatland 
Township  for  eleven  ye.'irs.  At  the  expiration  of 
that  time  he  |iuich:ised  his  iircsenl  farm  in  DuPage 
Township.  This  comiirises  thice  hundred  and 
forty  seven  acres  of  land  which  is  undii'  tine  til- 
lage and  exceptional  improvement,  its  fields 
yielding  ricli  harvests  and  it  is  provided  with  con- 
veniently arranged  buildings.  Mr.  Kiclielbarger 
acquired  this  property  solely  by  the  exercise  of 
those  faculties  that  make  him  an  intelligent  per- 
severing, industrious   member  of  society. 

During  these  years  of  labor  Mr.  Eichelbaruer 
has  not  been  without  the  assistance  of  a  iMpable 
wife  who  has  labored  by  his  sitle  since  their  mar- 
riage in  185'J.  Mrs.  Eichell)argcr's  maiden  name 
was  Martha  Eshleman  and  she,  like  her  husband,  is 
of  Pennsylvania  origin.  They  have  five  children 
living,  namely  :  John,  Abraham, George. Susan,  wife 
of  James  Brossinan.  and  Amanda.' 

INIr.  Eichclbarger  is  in  ever\'  sense  a  live,  wide- 
awake man,  of  strong  common   sense,  and  a  keen 


insight  into  the  best  methods  of  conducting  agri- 
culture to  the  best  advantage,  ns  is  attested  by  the 
fine  condition  of  his  farm.  In  ))olitics  he  is  a 
(irm  believer  in  the  policy  of  the  Re|iublican  pai'ty 
and  sup|)oi-ts  it  li\'  \'oice  and  vole.  He  served 
three  years  as  Poad  Commissioner  of  Dul'Mge 
Townslii|).  and  has  been  School  Director  of  his 
districi  a  nuinlurof  \'ears  and  in  both  capacities 
has  aided  in  advaming  the  best  interests  of  the 
cianmunity  with    eouiniendalile  public  spirit. 


j(_,  AKMON  V.  FRAZEU.  This  venerated  cit- 
jfj  )|',  i/.en  of  Homer  'i'ownsliip  is  a[iproaching 
i^^^  the  seventy-fourth  yi'ar  of  his  age,  having 
\K^  been  born  Oeloliei-  C.  ISKI.  and  his  native 
Slate  was  New  York.  His  parents  were  James  G. 
and  Poll}'  (Hawkins)  l-'ra/.er,  natives  of  Connecti- 
cut, whence  they  emigrated  to  Monroe  County, 
N.  Y.,  settling  near  the  town  of  I'ittsfcird.  Lal-r 
in  life  they  joined  Iheii-  ehilili'en  in  this  ei.iunty, 
and  s|ient  their  hist  ilays  in  Homer  Township. 
Tlieri"  was  Imru  to  llieni  a  I'rnnily  of  live  sons  and 
four  cbuightcrs.  nine  in  all.  and  Harmon  \'.  was  the 
tlii:d  in  oi'dei' of  biith.  He  li\-ed  in  his  native 
State  until  about  tliiiiy-four  years  old. 

In  the'  meantime  Mr.  Fra/.er  was  married  in 
rittslord.  N.  Y.,  September  1(1,  1847,  to  Miss  Sa- 
mantha  ^Varren.  Iti  October,  18-19,  they  came  to 
this  count}  and  sellled  in  Homer  Township,  of 
which  they  have  sinct-  been  residents.  Mrs.  Fra- 
zer  was  b(u'n  Aiiril  ;;,  18:i."),  in  Pitcher,  Chenango 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  the  second  in  a  f.-unily  of 
ten  cliildren.  live  of  whom  are  li\ing.  Her  p;ii'- 
ents,  Ely  and  Saiali  (l''ergMson)  \V:u'ren.  were  na- 
li\cs  of  New  Vork  and  spent  their  last  years  in 
that  Slate. 

Mr.  Fra/.er's  farm  eomiirises  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  good  land,  which  through  his 
management  has  beconn;  very  fertile,  }ielding  the 
richest  croiis  in  Northern  Illinois.  He  has  neat 
and  sidistantial  buildings,  and  by  the  assistance  of 
his  good  wife  has  been  enabled  to  accumulate  a 
competence  for  their  declining  years.     They  have 
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no  children.  In  polities  Mr.  Frazer  gives  his  un- 
divided support  to  the  Proliibiliun  party,  being 
t(jlally  opposed  to  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  in- 
toxicating liquors,  lie  and  bis  wife  are  promi- 
nently connected  with  tlie  Mctliodist  E|)iscopal 
Church,  and  enjoy  the  fricndshii)  and  acquaintance 
cif  tlie  best  resiilents  of  tlie  county,  who  have 
known  them  hmg  and  well  and  learned  to  appre- 
ciate tliem  for  llicir  sterling  worth.  Mr.  Frazer  is 
genial  and  hospitable,  wliile  his  estimable  wife  is 
in  no  wise  kicking  in  tliose  qualities  which  have 
gained  them  a  good  position  in  their  cdnjniunity. 
where  the3'  are  universalh'  spoken  of  :is  licing 
among  the  most   worthy. 


FTFK  C'lli;iSTKXSE-N  (iwns  and  occui.ies 
an  excellent  farm  on  section  .J.  Jackson 
Township.  Being  under  the  control  of  a 
man  whose  life  lias  been  spent  in  agricult- 
ural em[)k)ynient  and  who  is  ambitious  to  excel,  it 
is  thoroughly  tilled  and  well  managed  in  everv 
particular.  The  buildings  upon  it  are  above  the 
average  and  the  whole  makes  up  a  home  which 
migiit  well  please  a  more  ambitious  man  than  our 
subject. 

The  life  of  Mr.  Chiistensen  has  been  marked  by 
no  remarkable  events  and  his  history  is  only  that 
of  one  who  ipiietly  puisnes  the  labor  which  he  has 
chosen  and  linds  his  chief  pleasure  beneath  his  own 
roof-tree,  lie  w,",s  Imjiu  in  I)'_'iiiii,-irk  .luiie  1,  184G, 
remaining  in  bis  iiwu  country  until  the  summer  of 
18(il),  when  lie  embarked  vi\  an  outward-bound 
vessel.  lie  landed  in  New  York  City  and  thence 
came  to  Illinois,  selecting  AVill  County  as  his  future 
home.  For  two  yt-ars  he  workeil  by  the  month  in 
Channahon  Townsliip.  after  whicli  he  rented  the 
farm  wiiich  he  still  occupies  ami  which  is  owned 
by  his  wife  and  her  sister  Sarah. 

In  this  township.  December  2s.  1880,  Mr.  Chris- 
tenseii  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Nancy  M. 
Hemiihill,  daughter  of  the  late  .laines  and  Hachael 
(Porter)  Heni|)liill.  The  bride's  parents  were  old 
settlers  of  this  count}-,  h;iviiig  come  hither  in  1S35 
from  Fountain  Count}-,  Ind.,  where  they  had  been 


living  a  few  years.  To  that  region  they  had  gone 
from  Adams  County,  Ohio.  Their  home  in  this 
county  was^made  in  Jackson  Township,  where  they 
lived  until  their  death.  Mr.  Hemphill  died  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  Civil  War.  his  widow  surviv- 
ing until  October  11,  1872.  _  They  were  members 
of  the  .Methodist  Church  and  are  remembered  with 
great  respect  b}-  those  who  had  the  pleasure  of 
their  acquaintance.  The  cheerful  manner  in  whicli 
they  endured  the  trials  whicli  surround  the  path- 
wa}-  of  early  settlers  in  an  agricultural  region,  the 
kindliness  which  they  exhibited  toward  their  fel- 
low-men, and  their  pious  lives  gave  them  excellent 
repute.  Their  family  consisted  of  eight  children. 
whose  recoid  is  as  follows:  Mary  A.,  who  is  now 
dead,  was  the  wife  of  Thomas  A.  Mapps;  John  and 
James  are  residents  of  Jackson  Township;  David, 
a  tvviii  lirother  of  .lames,  lives  in  Channahon  Town- 
ship; Sr.rali  and  Cyrus  live  in  Jackson  Township; 
Kacliael  A.  died  when  seven  years  old  ;  Nanc}'  M. 
is  the  wife  <A  our  subject.  JMrs.  Christcnsen  was 
born  in  -lackson  Township,  and  under  the  careful 
training  of  her  parents  her  character  developed 
and  she  became  a  woman  capable  of  wortiiily  filling 
her  sphere  in  life. 


a^^AMCKL  HOOD,  is  a  retired  physician 
whose  home  is  tm  a  line  farm  near  the 
village  of  Crete.  When  failing  health 
compelled  him  to  abandon  the  practice  of 
his  [irofessit)!!  he  turned  his  attention  to  agricul- 
ture in  which  he  has  proved  successful,  reaching  a 
prominent  station  among  the  farmers  of  the  count}'. 
His  home  comprises  one  hundred  and  fifteen  acres 
on  section  10,  Crete  Township,  and  is  well  improved 
and  is  kept  well  stocked  with  good  grades  of  cattle, 
horses,  etc.  Dr.  Hood  fonnerl}-  owned  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres  here,  where  he  lias  lived  for 
almost  half  a  century.  Not  only  on  account  of 
his  enterprise  in  tlie  vocation  which  he  has  adopted, 
but  still  more  on  account  of  his  Christian  character 
and  cultured  inind  is  Dr.  Hood  highl}-  esteemed, 
his  reputation  e.xtending  far  and  wide. 

Although  born  iu   County   'I'yrone,  Ireland,  Dr. 
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Hood  is  of  English  ancestry  iii  botli  lines,  his  father, 
however,  having  been  born  in  the  Emerald  Isle. 
Samuel  Hood,  Sr.,  was  a  merchant,  lie  was  four 
times  married,  and  in  1810,  cnnie  to  America,  set- 
tling on  new  land  in  Cooi\  County.  III.,  where  he 
(ievoled  liimself  to  agricultural  pursuits.  lie  died 
wlien  eiglity-seven  years  old,  having  survived  his 
fourtii  wife  twelve  years.  He  was  successful  in 
worldly  affairs  and  well  known  in  and  about  Bloom. 
He  was  a  member  of  tlie  .Methodist  Kpiscopal 
Cliurcli. 

The  motlier  of  our  subject  w.as  Maria  E.  \'an- 
haften.  wlio  was  born  in  Bombay  and  became  the 
wife  of  a  Surgeon  Oeneral  in  an  East  Indian  Com- 
pany, named  XcNeilens.  Dr.  McNielens  and  wife 
finally  settled  in  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  and  tliere 
tlie  Surgeon  Cieneral  died  and  his  widow  subse- 
(juently  ujarriLiI  Saniuci  Ibiod.  Slie  died  a  few 
years  later,  when  her  sun.  our  subject,  was  but  a 
child.  He  is  the  only  surviv<ir  of  the  two  children 
born  to  her  and  ids  father.  Mrs.  Hooil  belonged 
to  a  fine  English  fannly.  "as  a  life  long  mernbei 
of  the  Methodist  C'luirch,  and  the  possessor  of  a 
bright  mind  and  much  culture. 

The  natal  day  of  Dr.  Hood  was  .hine  :^.'),  l.Hl.'). 
He  received  his  fundamental  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  County  Tyrone,  and  wiien  cightei'U 
years  old  became  a  student  of  medicine,  first  serv- 
ing three  years  in  an  apothecary  shop  and  then  en- 
tering a  medical  college  in  London,  England. 
Three  years  later  he  was  graduated,  and  going  to 
Liverpool  he  took  passage  for  America.  After  five 
weeks  and  three  days  spent  upon  a  sailing  vessel, 
he  lande<I  in  Philadelphia.  Pa.,  whence  he  went  to 
I'ittsburg.  He  afterward  practiced  at  different 
places  in  the  Key  Stcjiie  State  for  a  number  of 
years,  removing  thence  to  Gentr}-  County,  Mo., 
whtire  he  continued  his  professional  labors  for  four 
years.  He  then  came  to  Illinois  and  after  twenty 
years  of  pnjfcssional  life  ber.inie  a  farmer.  His 
reputation  as  a  physician  is  a  creditable  one  and 
the  energy  which  has  brought  him  sucitss  in  his 
later  field  of  labor,  was  eriuaily  manifest  in  carry- 
ing into  practice  the  knowledge  of  Therapeutics 
which  he  had  olHainod  in  a  famous  school  and  in 
adapting  it  to  the  needs  of  his  patients. 

One    of  the  most  important  steps  in  the   life  of 


Dr.  Hood,  was  his  choice  of  a  life  companion,  with 
whom  his  marriage  was  celebrated  in  Butler 
Count\-,  Pa.  She  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Ellen 
Stewart,  was  born  in  County  Donegal,  Ireland. 
and  came  to  America  with  her  parents  about  the 
ye.ir  183(1.  Eor  more  than  fifty  years  she  has 
sh.'Ued  in  the  toils  and  successes,  the  joys  atid  the 
sorrows,  which  have  gathered  about  her  husband's 
pathway,  proving  her  worth  as  wife,  mother,  and 
menilier  of  Society.  Although  now  seventy-two 
years  of  age,  she  is  still  smart  and  active;  she 
possesses  a  mind  of  more  than  ordinary  biightness 
and  her  intellect  has  been  exercised  in  various  lines 
of  thought,  her  domestic  duties  not  preventing  her 
from  taking  an  interest  in  the  world's  affairs. 

To  Di-.  and  Mrs.  Hood,  nine  children  have  been 
lioiii.  hut  four  of  whom  are  now  li\ing.  The 
dii-ia.sed  are,  an  infant;  Thomas,  a  smart  young  man 
who  died  unmarried  at  the  age  of  twenty  one  yeai's; 
Samuel.  anothiM'  bright  and  promising  youth, 
who  died  when  ciLlhteen  years  oh\  :  David,  who 
die<l  at  the  age  of  seven;auil  an  infant.  The  oili- 
est of  the  living  children  is  ,Iohn  .1.,  who  is  now 
farndng  in  the  I'pper  Peninsula  of  .Michigan;  he 
lias  been  twice  married.  The  maiden  name  of  his 
lirst  wife  was.Ieiinie  Hunter,  his  present  wife  having 
borne  the  maiden  name  of  Catherine  Caldwell. 
M.iry  i--  the  wife  of  Nelson  Seymour,  a  farmer  at 
I  loinewood.  Cook  County.  Maria  married  Henry 
Seymour,  engineer  of  the  Crete  Manufacturing 
Company.  Harriet  is  the  wife  of  Roland  llewes, 
their  home  being  on  a  farm  in  (_'rete  Township. 
Dr.  and  IMrs.  Hood  beli>ng  to  the  .Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  the  Doctor  is  a  sound  Re|uil)li- 
can  in  politics. 


^^- 


LEXANDER  BALLANCE.  The  railroa.l 
_^  business  is  a-prominent  industry  of  .loliet 
il  and  the  men  who  have  charge  of  its  vaii- 
lus  departments  are  conspicuous  figures  in 
nu'clianical  and  financial  t'ircles.  The  gentleman 
above  named  has  been  foreman  of  the  roiiiul 
house  of  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad  for  nearl}- 
twenty  years  and  enjoys  the  fviei/dsbip  and    cou- 
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fiflence  of  the  offlcers  of  the  road,  who  consider 
liitn  a  valuable  member  of  their  corps.  He  bears 
the  reputation  of  a  tliorough  mechanic  and  his 
faithfulness  has  stood  the  test  of  years.  tSuch  has 
been  his  industry  that  not  a  month's  pay  has  been 
missed  in  all  the  years  of  his  service  as  foreman,  and 
in  a  capacity  previously  occiii)ied. 

Mr.  Ballance  was  lioni  in  the  Dominion  of  Can- 
ada, in  the  year  1854.  aud  accouipaiiieil  his  parents 
to  this  country  when  live  years  of  age.  The  loca- 
cation  selected  was  Michigan  Cily.  lad.,  .-ind  tliere 
the  lad  grew  to  maturity.  Me  attended  the  public 
schools  and  under  tlie  .system  in  which  Ihe  lioiisier 
State  takes  just  pride,  lieeauie  verged  in  practical 
knowledge  of  the  chief  branches  of  study,  \\lieu 
eighteen  years  old  lie  entereil  tlie  macliiuc  shi)|is  of 
the  .Mieliigau  Central  Railroad,  and  after  a  faithful 
apprentice.-lii|i  was  employed  as  a  master  mechanic 
and  later  as  foreman  of  the  round  house  in  that 
city. 

A  satisfacti.iry  service  of  live  }'ears  le<l  to  his  ap- 
l)Ointment  to  the  position  he  occupies  to-day.  As  a 
citizen  he  bears  a  good  re[)utatiou  and  among  his 
sidjordinates  he  is  spoken  of  as  one  in  whose  kind- 
liness they  have  trust,  while  acknowledging  his 
■Strict  oversight  of  the  details  of  their  work.  JMi'. 
Ballance  is  unmarried,  but  his  niolliei  who  is  still 
hale  and  active  keeps  house  for  him.  He  has  re- 
cently purchased  an  elegant  location  where  thoy 
will  ere  long  reside.  His  father  breathed  his  last  in 
ftUehigau  City  in  i.S81. 


^u.*»^'C 


7'KEl)I-:i!ICK     FIDDVMKNT    is    associated 
with     the     agricultural     interests    of     Will 
/l^  County  as    ;ui    active   and   capable    fanftcr, 

and  his  farm  in  I'laiulield  Township  is  one  of  the 
most  desirable  in  this  vicinity,  as  it  is  liighly  cul- 
tivated and  is  replete  in  all  its  appointments.  ]\Ir. 
Fiddyment  was  born  in  Norfolk  County,  England, 
July  3,  1839,  a  son  of  William  Fiddyment,  of  that 
place.  Daniel  Fiddyment,  grandfather  of  our  suli- 
ject,  is  also  supposed  to  have  Ijeen  liorn  there,  and 
he  was  there  reared  to  the  life  of  a  farmer,  dying 
also  in  liis  native  Enulanil.      His  widow  and  three 


sons,  William.  John  and  Walter,  came  to  America, 
and  she  died  at  the  home  of  her  son  John,  in 
Lockport,  Ills. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  bred  on  a  farm, 
living  in  England  until  18-U),  when,  having  re- 
solved to  make  a  new  start  in  life,  he  embarked 
for  America  in  the  month  of  July,  taking  passage 
at  London,  in  the  sailing  vessel  'Tjucinia."  After 
a  long  and  stormy  voyage,  he  landed  at  New 
York,  in  the  month  of  August,  and  one  week  later 
set  out  for  IlliLiois.  coming  by  the  Hudson  River 
and  Erie  Canal  tu  liuffalo,  thence  by  the  lakes  to 
Chicago,  ami  from  there  b}'  canal  to  Lockpoit, 
tliis  county.  For  a  few  years  after  coming  here, 
he  Worked  in  his  brother's  distillery,  and  then 
turned  his  attention  to  farming,  buying  a  tract  of 
wild  timbei'  land  three  miles  north  of  LockiJort. 
He  ei-ected  suitable  buiMings.  greatly  improved 
the  land,  and  there  hiull  up  a  comfortable  home, 
in  which  he  died  in  the  month  of  April,  1878. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Hannah  Nivet, 
and  she  was  a  native  of  the  same  shire  as  himself. 
.She  still  resides  on  the  (.>ld  homesleail,  having 
reared  four  children,  as  follows:  Daniel,  who  re- 
mains with  her;  Erederiek,  i.mr  sidiject:  Hannah, 
who  married  \\'illiam  Fisherand  lives  in  Lockiiort; 
and  Walter,  who  resides  in  Lemont. 

The  son.  of  whom  we  write,  was  a  lad  of  ten 
years  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  tliis 
country,  and  he  still  remembers  well  the  incidents 
of  the  long  and  perilous  voyage.  He  was  quite 
young  when  he  commenced  w-ork  with  his  father. 
;ind  was  with  him  in  the  ilistillery  about  liftecn 
years.  Then  he  began  his  career  as  a  farmer  and, 
in  li^("i8.  lirst  became  the  owner  of  land,  buying  a 
tract  of  wild  prairie  on  section  32,  Plainfield  Town- 
ship. He  did  not,  however,  locate  on  the  place  at 
that  time,  but  rented  land  for  two  or  three  years, 
and  then  settled  on  his  own  land.  In  187.^,  after 
greatly  im]iroving  the  jilace,  he  dis|)Osed  of  it  at  a 
good  |irice,  and  liought  the  farm  on  which  he  now 
lives.  This  farm,  one  of  the  finest  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, lies  on  both  sides  of  the  DuPage  River, 
and  comprises  one  hundred  and  seventy-two  acres 
<^f  as  fertile  farming  land  as  is  to  be  found  in  Will 
County.  It  was  here  that  the  lumber  was  cut 'and 
sawed  for   the    first    frame   house   ever  erected   in 


Res.ofDcdrich  Brumund.5ec  29., Green  GardenTp.  Will  Col  llCThis  Farm  for  sale.) 


^^-  ^  XSi^  >^^^ 


Residence  OF  F.  riDDYMENT,5Ec.i7.&2o.PLAiNriELDTp,,  Will  Oj.Ill, 
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Chiengo.  Not  oiil}'  has  Mr.  Fiflil^'ment  eiecteil 
i-ubsl;uilial  ami  cominodioiis  bui!diii<is.  but  lie  lias 
lihui'il  ihc  land  under  adniiialile  tillam'.  and  has 
all  tliL'  (.-uiiN  enicMU'Cs  for  carryini;'  mi  his  o|ii.'ial  ions 
to  the  best  advantage.  A  view  of  his  |ileasanl 
home  appears  elsewhere  in  this  vohiine. 

r)\'  his  marriaue,  in  1. "<(;('.  to  C'alheiine  Kausli,  a 
native  of  (iernian^-,  Mr.  Kiddyiiieiit  secured  a  iio- 
bk'  wife,  who  has  cheerfully  aided  hiui  in  his  work 
of  upbuilding-  their  home.  They  have  ten  ehil- 
dren  lixiiiu'.  namely:  .bihn.  Kli/.abcth,  Emma,  Fred. 
Willie,  Mary,  Franklin,  .lulia,  (iraee  and  Fioreiiee. 

It  is  the  united  testimony  of  his  felhjw  towns- 
men that  Mr.  Fidd^menl  is  in  all  respects  a  man 
of  conscientious  [jrinciples  and  exemplary  habits, 
and  one  who  is  free  hearted,  kind  and  considerate, 
always  willint;-  to  leml  a  luiiid  to  those  less  fortu- 
nate th.au  himself.  In  his  religious  views  he  sym- 
pathizes with  the  tenets  of  the  Methodist  t'linrch, 
and  is  a  faithful  attendant  at  divine  ser\  ices  in 
the  house  of  worship  deilicated  to  that  denomina- 
tion in  I'laiulield. 


IFDKK  II  i;i;lMl'M).  A  high  lank 
among  the  farmers  of  (ireen  (iardcn 
Township  is  accorded  to  the  geiilleman 
above  named,  and  he  well  deserves  the 
good  report  of  his  fellow-meu  by  reason  of  his 
energ\'  ainl  activity  in  his  own  worldly  affairs  and 
in  pulilic  enterprises,  as  well  as  for  his  pleasing 
traits  of  character,  lie  owns  one  hundred  and 
twent}'  acres  on  section  211,  eighty  acres  on  section 
2S,  and  forty  acres  on  section  :!2,  this  fine  body  of 
land  lying  about  eight  miles  from  Frankfort.  His 
residence  is  a  very  pleasant  one,  as  may  well  be 
imagined  by  the  reader,  who  will  notice  a  view 
of  it  in  this  volume. 

Diedrich  Bruinund.  Sr..  the  father  of  our  sub- 
jcct,  was  an  early  settler  in  this  township  to  which 
he  came  in  ItSlil.  lie  was  Ikuu  in  Oldenburg. 
Cermauy,  an<l  there  rci'eived  an  excellent  educa- 
tion to  which  was  subsequently  added  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  Dutch  language,  which  he  acipiired 
whde  clerking  in  Holland.      He  became  a  merchant 


and  was  succeeding  in  bis  career  when  he  deter- 
mined to  try  his  fortunes  in  the  New  World.  Cross-' 
ing  the  Atlantic  he  selected  Will  C'ount^^  111.,  as 
the  scene  of  his  future  labors  and  the  second  year 
after  his  arrival  Ixiughl  laud  near  Mokeua  and  set- 
tled \ipon  it.  He  began  store-kca'iiing  on  his 
farm,  but  when  tlu'  railroad  was  built  through  the 
neighboring  village  l.e  abandoned  his  former  oc- 
cupatiuii  and  gave  his  entire  attention  to  farming. 
His  early  ex[)eriences  were  not  always  pleasing, 
including  as  they  dul  the  hauling  of  goods  from 
Chicago  with  oxen,  which  on  one  occasion  ran 
away  iut(.)  the   eaual. 

Mr.  Ihumuud  liecanic  the  possessor  of  three 
hundred  ami  seventeen  acres  in  the  honu;  farm, 
and  some  seven  hundred  acres  in  (irecn  (iarden 
Township,  together  with  Iowa  laud  and  two  sec- 
tions in  .Stoddard  County.  .Alo.  As  he  was  able 
to  gel  l.Miiil  cheap  from  the  (iovernment  when  he 
liist  came  and  so(.)U  liecame  successful  in  Ins  farm 
work,  it  is  easy  to  see  one  reason  for  bis  gri'at 
lU'osperity.  He  bought  soldiers'  laud  warrants,  in 
this  way  also  adding  to  his  real  estate  and  like- 
wise adding  to  the  funds  at  the  commanil  of  the 
lads  who  were  not  able  to  cultivate  the  ground. 
He  was  a  line  mathematician  and  scliolar,possessed  a 
huge  amount  of  the  s|iiiil  which  desires  the  devel- 
opment of  the  country ,  and  became  well  known, 
not  simply  as  a  mar,  whose  labors  are  crowned 
with  v,(.irldly  success,  but  as  a  w(jrtliy  citizen  and 
and  u[iiight  man.  He  bcIonge<l  to  the  Evangeli- 
cal Lulhcrau  Church  and  helped  in  building  the 
edilici' in  which  the  congregation  worshipped.  He 
breathed  his  last  Februaiy  17,  1885,  in  his  sixty- 
seventh  year. 

The  wife  of  Diedrich  Bruinund.  Sr.,  bore  the 
maidi'U  name  of  Xicholiue  Folkers.  Like  her  hus- 
band, she  was  a  native  of  Oldeulmrg,  in  which 
ei'.y  their  marriage  was  celebrated.  .She  is  now 
living  in  l-^nglewood,  Cook  Count}-.  When  she 
and  her  husband  came  to  America  thcj'  were  ac- 
companied by  font  children.  Others  were  added 
to  their  famil}',  seven  being  the  number  who  grew 
to  maturity.  (Jf  these  the  oldest.  (J.  II.,  enlisted 
in  18(;i  in  the  Tw^entieth  Illinois  Infantry  and  af- 
ter serving  three  months  came  liom(!  seemingly  at 
the  point  of  death.      He  recovered  his  health  how- 
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ever,  and  again  enlisted,  becoming  a  member  of 
the  Sixty-fifth  regiment,  with  which  lie  served  un- 
til again  taken  very  ill.  He  was  removed  to  tlie 
(Juincy  Hospital  and  finally  taken  to  liis  home. 
He  lived  until  1883  when  he  breathed  his  last  in 
Florida.  Next  on  the  family  roll  were  Pettr 
and  Helen,  twins,  the  former  of  whom  became  a 
physician  and  died  in  Colorado  in  the  fall  of  1889; 
his  twin  sister  married  L.  Jorndt,  and  is  living  in 
Stoddard  County,  Mo.  The  next  of  the  family 
circle  is  the  subject  of  this  notice,  and  following  him 
arc  .3iilia,  wife  of  Prof.  J.  Lender,  of  Elmhurst  Col- 
le<>e.  an<l  Lina  and  Lizzie  who  live  in  Englewood. 

This  gentleman  whose  cognomeh  forms  the  head- 
ing of  this  sketch,  was  born  November  IG,  1818, 
in  Oldenburg,  Germany.  He  was  still  an  infant 
when  his  parents  left  Bremerhaven  on  the  sailing 
vessel  -Ornholt  Bomiiig"  and  seven  weeks  later 
landed  in  New  York.  His  buyliood  was  spent 
upon  tlie  farm  in  this  State  ami  he  attcmlcd  the 
disliii-'t  scIrioIs.  He  was  early  taimlit  tn  work  and 
no  man  in  the  i.-ouiity  has  labored  harder  than  he. 
He  plowed  when  he  was  so  small  that  the  han<llcs 
were  scarcely  within  his  reach.  When  twent_\- 
ye.ars  old  he  and  his  brother,  (i.  H.,  went  to  the 
Indian  Territory  to  cut  hay.  the  latter  lia\'ing  a 
cattle  raiichc.  Tliey  traveled  by  r.-iil  to  Lcaven- 
\vi))th.  Kan.,  and  there  bought  a  team  with  which 
thc\  continued  their  journey  to  Baxter  S|)riiigs  on 
the  Spring  River,  which  they  made  their  liead- 
(liiarters.  They  remained  there  six  moiillis.  put- 
tiiitj  up  some  six  hundred  tons  of  hay,  paying  the 
Indians  tnenty-live  cents  [ler  acre  for  the  i)rivi- 
lege  of  cutting. 

Young  Brumund  liked  the  country  and  had  no 
objection  to  his  employ meut,  liul  lie  could  not 
stand  tlic  chills  and  in  November  returned  b\-  stage 
to  Ft.  Scott,  and  thence  by  cars  ti.i  his  home.  Af- 
ter spending  two  weeks  with  his  friends  he  went 
to  Bloomficld,  Stoildard  County,  Mo.,  and  taking 
possession  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  his 
father's  land  near  there,  he  improved  and  o[ierated 
it  until  the  following  .Inly.  He  then  returned  to  the 
Prairie  State  and  Icil  the  hidy  of  liis  choice  to  the 
hymeneal  altar,  the  iutt'rcstiiig  ceremony  which 
united  their  lives  and  fortunes  taking  jilace  in 
Joliet,  August  29,  1870.    The  young  couple  began 


house-keeiiing   on  the    Missouri   farm,    remaining 

there  until  November,  1872,  when  they  again  be- 
came residents  of  Illinois. 

Mr.  Brumund  operated  his  father's  place  near 
Mokena  six  years  and  in  March  1879,  traded  his 
own  Missouri  property  for  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  the  farm  upon  which  he  now  lives. 
With  the  exception  of  a  small  house  no  improve- 
ments had  been  made,  and  the  new  owner  at  once 
began  the  course  which  has  resulted  in  making  of 
the  property  one  of  the  most  pleasant  homes  in 
this  section.  He  broke  the  land,  ]Hit  in  tiling, 
built  an  excellent  house,  barn  and  other  edifices, 
set  out  an  orchard  and  grove,  and  enclosed  and 
divided  the  land  b}'  good  fences.  The  barn  is 
eighteen  feet  high  and  has  a  ground  dimension  of 
30x68  feet;  the  corn  crili  is  40x2C  feet,  and  the 
other  structures  are  of  corresponding  size.  Addi- 
tional laiiil  has  lieen  purchased  b}'  Mr.  Brumund 
and  he  is  carrying  on  a  successful  business  in  the 
cultivation  of  grain,  principall}'  corn  and  oats,  and 
in  the  raising  of  hogs,  cattle  and  other  stock.  He 
now  has  about  twenty  head  of  llolsteins  of  good 
grade. 

The  lady  to  whose  housewifely  skill  and  amiable 
disposition  Mr.  iSnimund  owes  the  comfort  of  his 
home  life,  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Dorothea  Bat- 
lenhausen.  .She  was  liorn  in  Kur-Hessian,  Ger- 
many, March  ill,  1S,')I.I,  being  the  oldest  ciiild  of 
Adam  ••iiid  Catherine  (\Vali)er)  Battenh-ausen,  who 
were  born  in  the  same  village  as  herself.  The 
other  members  of  the  household  in  which  she 
spent  her  maidenhood  arc  Henry,  now  li\ing  in 
.Martin  County,.  .Minn.;  Mrs.  .Iciiny  Baumgartner 
of  Peotone;  and  .Mrs.  Katie  Saunter  of  Frankfc>rt 
Towiishiii. 

In  1853,  Jlr.  Batteulmiisen  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica, settling  ill  Cook  County,  III.,  where  he  con- 
tinued his  fcirmer  occupation  of  a  farmer.  In 
that  county  he  died  in  isdl,  :it  the  age  of  forty- 
seven  years.  He  had  been  a  soldier  in  the  Ger- 
man army  and  for  some  3'ears  had  oUicial  rank. 
He  lielongcd  to  the  Kvanglical  Church.  Mrs.  Bat- 
tenhausen  survived  until  February,  1888,  being  an 
inmate  of  our  subject's  home  during  the  latter 
years  of  her  life.  She  was  sixty-seven  years  old 
when  called  from  time  to  eternity. 
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Jlr.  :uk1  Mrs.  Bi'iiruuiid  iirc  the  litu'ciits  (if  fivu 
chiUlrcn,  named  respectively.  Lydia  K..  IJicdiitli 
A.,  Frank  G.,  Alvin  L.  and  Liiia  A.  The  <<\i]rv 
daughter  was  graduatid  at  Xalpaiaisu.  Ind..  takiii;^ 
the  business  course  in  the  college  there  and  maily 
completing  the  two  years'  teacher's  I'uiirse.  She 
is  now  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  neigiiborhoiHl  of 
iier  home  and  is  su-ccessfully  |)nrsuing  her  chosen 
vocation.  The  oldest  son  is  now  pursuing  his 
studies  in  tiie  Wentworlh  .School.  Chicago.  For 
seven  years  Mr.  Bruraund  has  been  a  member  of 
the  School  Board  of  which  at  this  writing  he  is 
Clerk.  He  held  the  otflce  of  Assessor  for  one  year. 
In  politics  he  is  a  sturdy  Republican  and  his  ser- 
vices have  been  called  into  requisition  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Central  Committe,  and  delegate  to 
county  conventions.  I'e  is  enrolled  among  the 
members  of  the  Evangelical  Church  :it  Peotonc, 
and  was  formerlv  Trustee. 


^;AC(»B  AI)M';iv,  senior  meuilier  of  Ihc 
lirni  of  Adler  Bros.,  is  with  his  brother 
I'eter.  conducting  successfully  a  large  meat 
\^)f'  ni.arket,  pronnncntly  located  on  Kxchangc 
Street.  .loliel,  and  forms  no  unimportant  factor  in 
the  business  commnuily  of  lhi^  thriving  city.  An 
exifcrieiice  i->f  thirty  years  in  the  cattle  and  meat 
trade,  has  gixcn  him  an  insight  into  all  the  det;iils 
of  the  business.  ;uul  succeeded  in  making  him  com- 
paratively inde|iendent,  financially.  He  is  of  (!cr- 
man  birth  .and  anci'str\',  and  possesses  in  a  marked 
degree  the  substantial  and  reliable  (pialities  of  one 
of  the   best  nations  on  the  face  of  the  gioljc. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Ihe  I'liis- 
sian  I'rovince  of  (ireis  Metsig  Brodorf.  March  17, 
\xM.  to  Michael  and  ^largaret  (Sebastian)  Adler. 
The  family  in  1838.  emigrated  to  ^Vmeric.a,  landing 
in  the  then  unim|iortant  city  of  Chicago.  .May  id. 
Later  they  located  in  Will  County,  where  the 
father  engaged  in  farming.  Tlu'  family  comprised 
tlien  but  two  i-liildren.  fine  of  lh<'m  lieing  .lacob 
who  is  now  the  only  member  of  the  family  living 


wlio  w.as  born  in  the  Fatherland.  The  farm  lav 
in  the  vicinity  <.if  New  Lenox.  'Ihc  father  was  a 
resident  of  Jolii't  Townshln  from  l.s  13,  to  1  .s7(l. 
He  hail  therein  a  line  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixt\-  acres,  besides  considerable  city  pro|ierlv  and 
town  lots.  He  finall}'  i-emov<'d  to  .loliel,  which  re- 
mained his  residence  Iwenty-one  years  prior  to  his 
death  wliich  occurrcil  .luly  10,  188',).  lie  had  then 
arrived  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-five  }-ears. 
The  mother  died  December  15.  18,S8,  aged  eight}-- 
four.  Michael  Adler  was  born  November  2,  1803, 
and  his  wife,  .Margaret,  December  (i,  ISOl.  Both 
were  members  of  St.  .lohn's  Catholic  Church. 

The  elder  Adler,  upon  becoming  a  voting  citi- 
zen, identilied  himself  with  the  Republi:'an  parl3' 
with  whom  he  remained  until  after  the  extinction 
of  shnery,  when  he  wheeled  o\er  iiUe)  the  ranks  of 
the  Democracy.  He  became  ipiite  prominent  in 
local  affairs,  served  on  tlie  School  Hoard  and  in 
some  of  the  minor  ollices.  He  aei-umulaled  a 
couiforlable  property,  putting  ui)  Lmildings  on  .Jef- 
ferson and  Cliic.'igo  Streets.  His  honesty  and  integ- 
rity c.-uised  him  to  be  highl}' respected  in  his  com- 
munity. He  was  a  self-made  man  in  every  partic- 
ular, commencing  at  the  foot  of  the  ladder  and 
climbing  iiji  to  a  good  position,  socially  and  linan- 
eially  among  his  fellow-men.  To  him  and  liis 
good  wife  there  was  born  a  fanul\  of  eleven  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom  died  in  early  life.  The  sur- 
vivoi-.>  are  .lacob.  oui-  subject;  .Mai-g.arct,  the  wife 
of  Frederick  Uappal  of  Cook  County;  Augeline 
i>  with  the  sistei-s  of  St.  Francis;  I'eter.  who  lives 
with  our  suiiject;  \'eronica  and  .Mai-y  li\t'  together 
iu  the  old  hoinesti'ad;  .lasper  di.'d  at  the  age  of 
twenty-six  years. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  dc\el(.iped  into  m;ui- 
hood  on  llu'  old  farm  iu  \\'ill  County,  rcmaiiung 
:i  member  of  the  parent.al  household  until  reaching 
his  majoiity.  He  then  joined  the  caravan  going 
to  I'ike's  I'eak,  journeying  ac-ross  the  plains  fi-om 
■Leavenworth  and  following  the  old  trail,  making 
the  lirst  part  of  the  journe}-  with  horses,  then  tak- 
ing oxen  and  Vicing  on  the  road  three  months. 
Arri\  ing  at  his  destination  he  engaged  in  nnning 
and  remained  in  thfit  vicinitj'  until  the  approach 
of  winter.  Then  satisfied  with  his  cx|icrimcnt 
in  t'ne  wilil    West,  he   returned  to  his  native  haunts 
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and  the  following  year  engaged  in  shipping  cattle 
to  Chicago.  Boston  and  New  York  City.  He  also 
commenced  butchering  and  established  himself  in 
the  meat  business.  lie  purchased  many  of  his  cat- 
tle in  Nebiaska.  Iowa,  Colorado.  Kansas  and  Mis- 
souri, shipping  mostl}-  to  the  East.  Later  he  be- 
gan buying  cattle  which  he  shipped  to  Cliicago 
and  to  this  he  has  given  his  attention  largely  for 
the  last  ten  years. 

Mr.  .4dler  established  liisnieat  market  about  If^iU 
and  iias  been  engaged  off  and  on  in  the  meat  mar- 
ket and  agricultural  business  for  a  term  of  years,  be- 
ing fortunate  in  liis  business  enterprises.  For 
the  last  five  years  his  brother  Peter,  has  been  his 
chief  assistant,  although  heo|)erated  witli  him  con- 
siderabl}-  previous  to  this  time,  lie  is  the  owner  of 
the  National  Hotel  Block,  in  wliicU  his  marla-t  is 
situated  and  he  has  other  impro\'ed  property  on 
.luliet  and  Chicago  .Streets,  and  also  farm  properl}-. 

Mr.  Adler  east  liis  first  Presidential  vote  for 
.Vbniham  Lincoln  and  vtited  for  three  Republican' 
Presidents  tlierealter:  then  feeling  that  lie  had 
reason  to  change  liis  views,  he  allied  himself  with 
the  Demiieratic  party,  id'  wliicli  he  is  a  stanch  su})-  j 
poile;-.  He  is  a  man  prompt  to  meet  his  n!. liga- 
tion-, and  occupies  lit)  secondary  [itisitiijii  timoiig 
the  liusiness  men  of  his  adopted  city.  He  has 
re|)reseuted  the  Sixth  Ward  in  the  City  Council 
four  years,  but  otherwise  has  refrained  from  as- 
suming the  responsibilities  of  otlice. 

Mr.  Adler  w.as  married  January  13.  1«G6,  to 
Miss  Emily  Erhard.  Mrs.  Adler  was  born  in  July, 
1842.  in  Joliet,  and  is  the  daughter  of  George  and 
Louisa  ( I'erilot)  Erhard,  who  were  natives  of  Ger- 
many and  early  settlers  of  this  county,  to  which 
they  came  in  b"^.'!.").  They  are  now  deceased.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  .Vdlcr  there  have  been  born  eleven 
children,  of  whom  only  seven  are  living,  namely: 
Louisa,  Jacob,  Emil^',  Lawrence,  Mich.ael,  I'alricia 
M.  and  Catherine.  The}'  form  a  bright  and  inter- 
esting group  and  will  be  given  the  best  advantages 
the  eitj'  affords  from  an  educational  ))oint  of  view. 
iSIr.  and  Mrs.  Adler  are  connected  with  St.  John's 
Catholic  Church,  whose  church  edifice  Mr.  Adler 
assisted  materially  in  building,  and  he  has  always 
contributed  liberally  to  tlie  support  of  the  society. 
The  family  occupies  a   neat,   modern  residence  on 


South  Chicago  Street,and  they  number  their  friends 
by  the  score  among  the  people  where  they  have 
lived  for  so  man}-  years. 


HELDON  YOUNG.  A  list  of  the  old  set- 
tlers of  this  county  would  lie  incomplete 
without  the  above  name,  v.hich  is  borne 
liy  one  of  Jackson  Township's  most  intel- 
ligent and  public-spirited  citizens.  He  is  one  of 
the  older  members  of  a  large  family  born  to  I'hillip 
and  Sarah  (Teeple)  Young.  His  father  was  born 
in  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y..  and  died  in  Oneida 
County.  His  mother  was  born  in  Schoharie  County, 
and  there  breathed  her  last.  In  the  county  which 
was  his  father's  birthplace  he  of  whom  we  write 
was  born,  December  3,  1820,  and  t'ontinued  to  live 
until  the  fall  of  l."<.")8.  when  he  beranie  a  citizen  of 
Iliinuis. 

Atier  reaching  this  State,  iMr.  Young  determined 
to  make  Will  County  his  future  home  and  at  once 
began  liis  residence  in  Jackson  Township.  His 
taste  led  him  to  adoi)t  the  vocation  of  farming 
which  he  has  been  successfully  pursuing  from  early 
life.  His  home  is  a  pleasantly  located  farm,  upon 
whicli  good  buildings  have  been  erected  and  other 
improvements  made,  and  many  fimd  memories 
cluster  about  it.  To  it  he  brought  his  bride  not 
long  after  their  marriage,  and  here  an  interesting 
family  has  grown  up  about  him;  here  also  some 
griefs  have  befallen  him,  some  of  his  offspring 
having  been  removed  from  him  by  death,  and  his 
true  hearted  wife  having  here  breathed  her  last, 
June  28,  188V. 

The  lady  whose  sterling  qualities  won  the  regard 
of  INIr.  Young  in  his  early  manhood,  bore  the  name 
of  Eliza  Hougham.  She  was  born  in  Ohio,  August 
18,  1822,  and  came  to  this  county  about  1839,  rid- 
ing about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  on  horseback 
with  her  father.  The  latter.  Jonathan  Hougham, 
died  in  Indiana,  her  mother  having  also  breathed 
her  last  in  that  State,  in  Parke  County.  Miss 
Hougham  became  the  wife  of  our  subject  Decem- 
ber 1,  1842,  the  marri.age  rites  being  celebrated  in 
Jackson  Township.     They  became  the  parents  of 
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twelve  eliildrcn,  eight  of  whom  reaeheil  mnture 
years  aiul  seven  of  whinn  are  yet  livin<;.  The 
children  were  iiamcil  Ara  1'..,  Nancy  A..  I, ana  A., 
Jonathan.  .John  S.,  Alliert  L..  l>aura.  Mary  K.. 
Kmnia,  .lulia  K..  Mattie  K.,  and  Walter   H. 

Of  the  survtvinii;  inenihers  of  this  family  circle 
we  note  the  following;  Ara  is  now  living  in  Min- 
den,  Nell.:  Lana  is  the  wife  of  K.  I).  Willi.-ims; 
Mary  K..  is  tlie  wife  of  Levi  IL  Lib;  Knima  is  llie 
wif<-  of  ^Lu■i(ln  Palmer;  .hdia  married  Iv<iliert 
Kalon:  Mattie  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Pierce:  Waller, 
who  IS  still  at  hunie,  possesses  a  fine  ednc-itidii 
being  a  graduate  nf  Brown'sUniversily,  at  Pmv- 
ideiice.  R.  L  Mr.  Young's  aliilities  have  l)een  mailt^ 
usefid  lo  his  fellow  men,  whom  lie  has  served  as 
Supervisiir.  Kiiad  C'lmimissioner  and  Sclmol  Trus- 
tee, f(ir  man\'  years  li.aving  I.ieon  inonmbent  nf  the 
last  named  position.  In  politics  he  is  a  Deniocral. 
He  belongs  to  the  Baptist  Church  of  wliich  his  wife 
was  also  a   member. 


1-:0K(;L  ■\Mir|-|'IKi;.  Of  the  enterprising 
citizens  of  .bilict  who  have  been  callcil 
from  the  active  scenes  of  life,  none  have 
lieen  belter  known  perhaps  or  more  sincerely 
mourned  than  Mr.  ^\■hittier.  His  portrait,  which 
we  are  |)leased  to  present  on  the  opposite  page, 
represents  a  gentleman  whose  long  and  successful 
business  career  in  the  city  of  Joliet  gained  for  him 
the  reputation  of  being  honest,  public  spirited  and 
generous.  His  business  qualifications  were  fine, 
while  as  a  neigbbf)r  and  friend  it  was  universally 
conceded  that  he  held  the  good  will  of  the  commu- 
nity in  which  he  lived,  alw.ays  assisting  thos(>  in 
need  and  ever  having  a  kind  word  for  those  around 
him.  A  marked  trait  of  his  character  was,  that 
whenever  he  pledged  himself  to  any  obligation  or 
the  iierformance  of  any  task,  he  never  failed  to 
redeem  bis  pledge. 

This  gentleman  was  born  in  .Somraersworlh, 
N.  H..  November  27.  1830,  his  parents  being  Jo- 
seph and  Nancy  (Locke)  AVhittier.  When  he  was 
si.K  years  of  age  his  parents  moved  from  that  State 
to  the  land  of  Penn,  locating  in   Philadelphia.  Pa.. 


but  with  that  restlessness  wliicli  characterizes 
Americans  as  a  rule,  before  many  years  had  passed, 
they  made  another  change  of  residence.  For  a 
time  tliey  resided  in  Penobscot,  Me.,  whence  the 
father  came  to  Illinois  in  1859,  and  established  him- 
self in  the  lime  business.  Hither  the  son.  our 
subject,  came  two  years  later  and  joined  his  father 
in  the  cnlcr[)i'isc,  in  which  success  crowned  Uw.'w 
efl'orts.  After  a  worthy  and  honorable  life  the 
father  was  called  hence,  August  12,  1889,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  ninety-five  years,  eight  months 
.and  eleven  d.ays.  He  had  thus  almost  rounded 
out  a  full  century,  and  his  life  was  filled  with  good 
deeds  an<l  worthy  actions.  Starling  in  life  |io(jr, 
he  seemed  to  have  taken  for  his  motto.  '•  jut  her  I 
will  find  a  way  or  make  one."  In  his  honoi-able 
endeavors  lie  was  successful  and  prosperous. 

Joseph  Whiltier  was  a  cousin  of  the  tar-famed 
poet.  John  (irecnlcaf  Wliittier.  whom  Amei-icans 
delight  to  honor  and  whose  fame  has  penetrated 
distant  lands.  Unto  Jose[>h  and  Nancy  Whittier 
Were  Iioi'u  the  following  children,  besides  George, 
our  suiijcct:  S.-nnuel,  now  a  resident  of  New 
Brunswick;  .Joseph,  who  is  engaged  in  the  lumber 
ti-aile  in  Kast Saginaw.  .Mich.;  Jlrs.  Adeline  Buffom, 
deceased;  INIrs.  Lydia  Jones,  wbose  husband  is  an 
attorney  in  Bangor,  .Me.:  Charles,  of  S:ni  .lose, 
(a!.:  .Mrs.  Fliza  Walworth,  wife  of  a  rniv<'r- 
salist  minister  in  Balliniore,  .Md.:  and  Mrs.  Kllcu 
Smith,  of  S;uil)iego,  Cal. 

A  few  months  .after  the  death  of  the  f:itlicr.  our 
subject  also  passed  to  rest;  November  10,  1  SS'.i,  and 
now  lies  linried  in  O.akwood  Cemeteiy,  Joliet. 
I  If  h:fl  a  widow  and  three  children,  daughters,  to 
mourn  theii-  loss.  Many  friends  also  had  been 
made  dni-ing  the  years  of  his  residence  in  .loliet. 
Ill'  hail,  politically,  lieen  a  stanch  Democrat,  and 
sociall}-,  was  welcomed  in  the  best  circles  of  the 
city.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Sarah  M. 
Lindsay,  and  their  wedding  ceremony  was  cele- 
brated at  the  home  of  the  bride's  parents,  Jatiies 
.-nid  F^liza  (Purrington)  Linds.ay,  February  10, 
IS.")  I.  .lames  Lindsay  followed  the  occupation  of 
a  cooper  and  farmer,  and  unto  him  and  his  wife 
were  born  the  following  children:  Henry  II..  now 
a  resident  of  Lincoln,  Me.;  Mrs.  lOliza  K.  Hasey,  in 
.loliet;  Mrs.  Luc}'  Severance,  also  of  Lincoln,  Me.; 
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and  Mrs.  Wliittier.  The  latter  was  born  in  the 
Pine  Tree  State,  in  the  town  of  Chester.  January 
IG.  183-2.  Her  marriage  witli  oiir  suliject  was 
blessed  hy  the  liirth  of  three  children — Jlrs.  Ange- 
line  Stednian,  of  (Jak  Park,  now  a  part  of  C'hieago; 
Mrs.  Lucy  J\I.  Wa\  man,  of  Chicago,  and  Miss 
Claire,  who  is  yet  with  her  mother.  The  widow 
and  daughter  occupy  the  homestead,  where  they 
enjoy  the  fruits  of  a  life  that  was  spent  in  provid- 
ing for  their  welfare.  Their  home  is  one  of  cul- 
ture and  rehnenient.  and  thc\-  are  li(dd  in  liigh  es- 
teem by  those  to  whom  their  charaitters  and  attain- 
ments are  known. 


ellRISTOF  P.ATTKliMANX.  Those  who 
believe  that  comfort  is  not  to  bo  found  in 
^  countr3'  life,  luivc  l)\it  to  visit  the  home  of 
tiie  above-named  gentleman,  to  see  conclusive  evi- 
dence to  the  contrary,  and  to  learn  that  a  farmer's 
family  ma\'  be  suriuunded  with  evidences  of  taste 
equal  to  those  found  in  the  majority  of  city  homes. 
The  estate  to  whicli  we  allude  is  located  on  section 
19,  Crete  Township,  and  comprises  two  hundred 
and  thirty-eight  acres  of  well  dexeloped  land.  Jt 
is  well  stocked  with  domestic  animals  and  farm 
imi)lements  and  machinery'  of  the  best  models,  the 
evidences  of  progressive  agriculturism  being  every- 
where manifest.  The  buildings  which  adorn  tlie 
place  are  commodious  and  well  designed,  and  in- 
clude every  ci.in veniencc  for  household  and  farm 
work. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  is  a  native  of  the 
kingdom  of  Hanover,  having  been  born  near  the 
city  of  the  same  name,  April  '22,  lS-22.  He  is  the 
son  of  Henry  Battermann,  a  native  of  the  same 
liingdom,  who  was  reared  when  cloth-weaving  was 
the  predominant  industry  there,  an<l  who  was  thor- 
oughly skilled  in  that  tra<le.  While  following  it 
in  the  capital  city,  he  manicd  Miss  Dorothea  Balt- 
niann.  who  was  liorn  just  licyond  the  limits  of  the 
kingdom,  l)ut  grew  to  womanhood  within  it,  her 
parents  having  settled  there  when  she  was  quite 
young.  After  their  nianiage,  Mr.  and  I\h-s.  Bat- 
termann   remained    in  the  citv,  working    hard,  and 


rearing  a  famdy  of  three  sons  and  one  daughter, 
onr  subject  being  the  j'oungest  son. 

When  he  had  reached  a  proper  age  to  learn  a 
trade,  oiu-  subject  served  an  apprenticeship  of  three 
yeais  as  a  weaver,  after  which  he  worked  as  a  jour- 
ne^'man  for  a  short  time.  The  accounts  which  had 
reached  his  cars  of  the  country  be3'ond  the  sea, 
convinced  him  that  a  broader  field  for  life's  labors 
was  to  be  found  in  the  United  States,  and  he  de- 
termined to  come  hither  and  make  himself  a  home. 
Accordingly',  on  March  II,  1847,  he  took  passage 
at  Bremerhaven  on  a  sailer,  and  after  a  tedious 
voyage  of  several  weeks  landed  in  New  York  City, 
anchorage  being  made  June  C.  After  making  ar- 
rangements for  coming  West,  lie  went  to  Albany, 
and  there  took  passage  on  a  canal  boat,  but  tiring 
of  the  trip,  he  disembarked,  and  began  work  as  a 
laborer,  earning  money  with  wiiich  to  reach  Chi- 
cago. Wlien  he  arrived  in  this  countr}',  he  was  in 
debt  «lii,  but  he  has  since  made  a  comfortable 
little  fortune,  doing  it  all  by  his  own  persistent  ef- 
forts. The  comfortable  home  which  he  possesses 
is  not  only  a  pleasant  abiding  place  for  his  own 
later  years,  but  he  looks  forward  to  its  being  the 
home  of  his  children  after  he  is  gone.  It  became 
his  home  in  1 852,  for  three  years  prior  to  which 
date  he  had  lived  iu  Cook  County,  although  he  did 
not  purchase  land  until  after  he  had  conu'  here, 
previously  working  as  a  farm  laborer.  After  he 
had  been  in  this  countr}'  some  years,  his  parents 
came  to  America  with  an  older  son,  finally  reach- 
ing this  county,  where  both  died  when  about  sev- 
enty' 3'ears  of  age.  They  were  life-long  and  active 
memlici's  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  worth}' 
pcoiilo.  who  left  to  their  descendants  an  honored 
name. 

Tlic  wife  of  C.  Battermann  was  born  in  liremer- 
haven,  (iermany,  on  Christmas  da}',  1S3;3.  8he  is 
the  third  child  and  second  daughter  of  Herman  and 
Johanna  (Steffen)  Doescher,  and  one  of  a  family 
of  six  children.  A  fuller  account  of  her  family 
is  to  bo  found  in  the  biography  of  Herman  N. 
Doescher,  on  another  jjage  in  this  volume.  She 
was  ten  years  of  age  when  her  parents  came  to  the 
I'nited  States,  their  settlement  being  made  in  Lake 
County,  Ind.,  where  she  grew  to  womanhood,  acquir- 
ing useful   habits  and  .an  estimable  character.      Her 
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marriage  to  our  subject  was  celebrated  in  Ibis  county, 
•October  10,  1852,  and  has  been  l)lessei]  by  the 
birth  of  nine  cliildren.  i'he  dauiibler — lolianna — 
died  in  infancy.  The  record  of  the  surviving; 
children  is  as  fuHows:  Ili'rnian  married  Anna 
IJarger.  and  is  farniini;'  near  Urnuswiciv,  Lake 
County.  Ind.;  Henry,  who  is  a  harness-nial<er  in 
Dyer,  Ind..  niarriiMl  Lena  Kirhard;  Ivluard.  a 
blacksmith  at  Ilobart.  Ind..  married  t'.arrie  Iv'irli.-nd  ; 
diaries  is  at  bonne,  o|)eratiug  tlie  fai'in;  ^Vlbert  mar- 
ried Lena  Olslermier,  and  their  home  is  on  a  farm 
in  Lake  County.  Ind.;  Henrietta  Is  tin;  wife  of 
Charles  Berber,  a  harness-maker  in  Ilobart.  Ind.; 
JIatilda  is  still  living-  under  llu'  [larenlal  roof; 
AuLfUst  is  an  engineer  and  blacksmith,  li\ing  in 
Hobart,  Ind. 

In  politics  Mr.  Battermann  is  a  sound  Bepubli- 
can,  and  his  six  sons  are  equally  stanch  in  their 
support  of  that  party,  lie  and  his  wife  are  acti\e 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Chiu'cli.  'i'he  linancial 
pros[>trit\'  of  Mr.  BatVermann  is  due  to  those  r|nali- 
ties  which  win  res|)e(-t  fioui  one's  associates,  and 
his  moral  character  and  intelligence  add  to  the  repn- 
tation  in  which  he  is  licld. 


IfelLLIAM  M.  CLOW  is  the  son  of  one  of  the 
/  mo.st  prominent  pioneer  families  of  Will 
W^  County,  who  located  in  Wheatland  Town- 
sbii)  in  an  early  d.ay  of  its  settlement,  and  ever  since 
the  name  has  been  closel^^  connecteil  with  its  de- 
velopment and  material  prosperity,  its  [uesent 
re[)resentative  wearing  worthily  the  mantle  of  his 
sire.  As  a  wide-awake,  intelligent  and  progressive 
farmer  and  stock-raiser,  our  subject  bears  an  im- 
portant part  in  sustaining  and  extending  the  great 
agricultural  interests  of  his  native  county.  He 
owns  a  farm  on  section  II,  that  compares  favoralily 
in  all  respects  with  the  best  in  this  locality. 

Our  sidiject  was  born  December  18,  1850,  in  this 
count}',  a  son  of  the  late  Robert  and  Kosanna 
(McMicken)  Clow,  natives  of  .Scotland.  The  father 
of  our  subject  came  to  this  country  in  18.'?7  with 
his  father's  faniil}-.  his  mother  having    died    in    the 


old  countrv.  They  first  located  in  New  York  State 
and  remained  there  till  181.'!.  when  tliey  came  to 
\\'ill  County.  The  family  were  among  tlie  lirst 
settlers  of  the  eonnly.  au<l  [inrchased  a  large  tract 
of  wild  pi'.-iirie.  comprising  nearly  one  thousaiul 
acres  <il' lan<I  lor  which  was  paid  s;i.25  per  acre. 

Uoliert  Clow.  Ihe  father  of  our  subject,  became  a 
prominent  ni;in  in  this  pait  of  the  county,  bolli  in 
its  public  life  and  in  promoting  the  gi'owth  of  its 
agricultural  interests,  and  in  !;is  death  September 
15,  ISSS,  Ihc  county  lost  (Uie  of  its  most  revered 
|)ioneers.  He  had  .always  displayed  great  public 
spirit  and  sul)Stantially  aiiled  all  schemes  f'o''  the 
improvement  of  the  county  or  townshii).  He 
served  as  .Justice  of  the  Peace  and  as  Supervisor  of 
Wheatland  Township,  fullilling  the  duties  thus  im- 
l)osed  upon  him  with  marked  ability.  In  his  poli- 
tics he  was  a  Kei)ublican  and  used  his  inlluence  to 
promote  the  interests  of  the  party.  The  mother 
of  our  suljjcct  was  born  in  1825,  and  is  now  jileas- 
antiy  p.assing  her  declining  years  in  the  lionu'  of 
her  son,  .lohn  B.  Clow,  in  this  township. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  bad  eight  children  of 
whom  the  following  five  still  survive:  William 
.M.:  Kllen  .1..  wife  of  Charles  H.  Farqubar  of  Clii- 
cago:  Adam  S.  a  resident  of  Wheatland  Township: 
•lohn  B..  also  of  this  township;  Rose,  wife  of  ii.  H. 
Highland  of  this  township.  The  names  of  those 
deceased  are:  Sarah  IL,  Grace  M.,  and  Rachael. 

^Villiam,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  grew  to  a 
UKUily  vigdi'ous  manhood  :unid  the  pioneer  inllu- 
ences  that  still  obtiiined  in  this  county  during  his 
youth.  A  bright,  apt  scholar,  he  was  given  excel- 
lent educational  advantages,  receiving  the  rudi- 
ments of  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of 
Wheatland  Township,  and  subsequently  entered 
Clark  Seminary,  now  known  as.Ienning's  Seminary 
in  Aurora.  III.,  where  he  pursued. a  fine  course  of 
study  that  will  be  a  help  to  him  in  any  calling  in 
which  he  is  engaged.  He  first  entered  the  teacher's 
p.rofession  and  for  two  terms  taught  school  success- 
fully. But  having  a  natural  t.aste  for  the  vocation 
to  which  he  had  been  reared,  he  then  turned  to  it, 
and  has  since  devoted  his  time  to  agrictdtural  pur- 
suits, and  is  actively  engaged  in  farming  and  stock- 
raising.  He  owns  a  farm  of  twi)  b.uudred  and  thirty 
acri's.  all  of   which   is   under  eullivation.  is    highly 
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improved,  and  with  its  commodious,  well-appointed 
buildings  and  rioh  harvest  fields,  is  one  of  the  most 
desirable  pieces  of  propertj'  in  this  part  of  the 
count}'. 

In  his  marriage  in  187  1.  with  Miss  Eliza  V. 
C'lierry,  Mr.  Clow  secured  the  blessing  of  a  true 
wife  who  is  devoted  to  the  interests  of  her  family. 
Four  children  iiave  come  to  them:  IdaG.,  Rdbert 
C,  Anne  L..  and  Charles  H.  Mrs.  Clow  is  a  native 
of  the  city  of  Buffalo.  N.  Y.,  and  a  daughter  of 
iMoses  and  Sarali  A.  (Mills)  Cherry,  of  that  city, 
botii  of  wliom  are  now  deceased. 

William  Clow  brings  to  his  work  a  line  eqniii- 
ment  of  brain,  energy,  readiness  of  resource,  and 
adaptability  to  circumstances  that  make  liim  an  in- 
fluence in  promoting  the  financial  prosperity  of  his 
native  county.  His  genial  nature  and  general  up- 
rightness of  character  have  won  him  manj'  friends, 
and  with  his  wife  he  stands  among  the  first  people 
of  the-community.  In  his  politics,  Mr.  Clow  is  a 
member  of  the  l)cmocratic;party.  He  lias  taken 
part  in  public  aft'airs  as  Township  Clerk  one  year, 
and  as  Road  Commissioner  of  Wheatland  Township, 
and  in  butli  capacities  proved  himself  to  be  a  sa- 
Siaeious  and  faithful  civic  otlicinl. 


i?'-^  ENRY  SPANGLER  is  the  fortunate  owner 

|r)|l  of  a  good  farm,  pleasantly  located  one  mile 
l[    -7/ 
iiW^    from  the  village  of  Plainfield,  that  is  sup- 

'^^  plied  with  substantial  buildings,  good  ma- 
chinery, is  undei-  excellent  cultivation,  and  is 
citherwise  well  improved.  ( )ur  subject  is  a  l-'enn- 
sylvanian  by  birth,  born  in  Potter  Townshi|i.  Cen- 
tre County.  .lanuary  25,  IS'M.  His  father,  .bihn 
Spangler.  was  a  native  of  the  same  State,  born,  it 
is  thought,  in  Lancaster  Count}',  and  his  fat'ier. 
Peter  Spangler,  is  supposed  to  have  been  a  native 
of  the  same  count}',  born  of  German  parentage. 
He  removeil  to  Centre  County  in  an  early  day  of 
its  stttlement  and  became  a  itioneor  of  Potter 
Township,  where  he  bnught  and  improved  a  tract 
of  land,  and  was  engaged  in  farming  thereon  the 
remainder  of  his  life. 

The   father  of  our  >ubjcct  was  a  boy  when  his 


parents  removed  to  that  place,  and  there  be  learned 
the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  which  he  followed  for  a 
time  and  then  turned  his  attention  to  the  calling 
to  which  he  had  been  reared,  and  farmed  in  Centre 
County  until  1848.  In  that  year  he  came  to  Illi- 
nois, making  the  journey  by  teams,  and  crossing 
but  one  railroad  on  the  way,  which  was  a  primitive 
affair,  having  wooden  rails  and  an  iron  strap  on 
the  top  of  them.  He  cast  in  his  lot  with  the  pio- 
neers of  Plainfield  who  had  preceded  him  to  this 
pleasant  place.  lie  bought  three  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  partly  improved  land  and  was  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  some  years  until  his  ietire- 
ment  from  active  life  to  Joliet,  where  the  rest  of 
his  days  were  passed.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife 
was  Catherine  Stem,  and  she  was  a  native  of  Centre 
County,  Pa.,  her  father,  Adam  Stem,  having  been 
a  farmer  in  that  part  of  Pennsylvania.  She  died 
on  the  home  farm  in  Plainfield  Township. 

He  cif  whom  we  write  was  a  lad  of  thirteen  years 
when  he  accomiianied  his  parents  to  their  new  home 
in  the  Prairie  State,  and  he  well  remembers  inci- 
dents of  the  jiiurney  ami  of  the  pioneer  life  that 
they  led  there.  He  assisted  his  lather  on  the  farm, 
gaining  a  good  practical  knowledge  of  the  calling 
that  he  was  to  adopt  for  his  life-work.  He  was  en- 
gaged with  his  father  until  be  was  twenty-on<\  and 
he  then  rented  the  farm  from  him  and  carried  it  on 
successfully,  continuing  to  rent  land  until  1873. 
He  had  accumulated  considerable  money  and  in- 
vested it  in  liis  present  homestead,  which  comprises 
one  hundred  and  seventeen  acres  Of  as  fertile  land 
as  is  to  be  found  in  this  exceptionally  fine  farmin;,- 
region.  He  has  erected  suitable  buildings,  has  all 
needful  aiipliances  for  carrying  on  agriculture  to  a 
gf)od  advantage,  and  has  his  land  under  admirable 
tillage. 

Mr.  Spangler  was  married,  in  18.'i7,  t(.>  INIiss  Mary 
Ileinsehnan.  a  native  of  Penns\l\ania  and  a  daugh- 
ter George  Ileinsehnan;  she  was  a  prudent,  thrifty 
woman  and  an  excellent  housewife,  and  has  con- 
tributed her  sliare  in  tlie  upbuilding  of  their  home. 
Five  children  have  been  born  to  them,  four  of 
whom  are  living — Kate.  Frank,  Clinton  and  Melvin. 

Mr.  Spangler  is  industrious,  shrewd,  and  meth- 
odical, and  always  has  his  affairs  in  a  good  condi- 
tion.    He  stands  well   in    this   community  in    the 
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varied  relations  of  husband,  father,  neighbor  and 
citizen,  and  is  esteemed  for  his  good  qualities  of 
head  and  liearl.  He  and  his  faniil}'  are  members 
in  good  standing  of  the  German  Evangelical 
Cliurch.  Mr.  Spangler  is  independent  in  polilics, 
voting  for  the  man  rather  tiian  for  jiarty. 


lOBERT  R.  CUELLIN.  In  making  note  of 
the  earlj'  settlors  of  tiic  Prairie  State,  the 
tlie  name  of  Jlr.  CrcUin  is  justly  entitled 
to  a  prominent  position.  Though  several 
years  iiave  elapsed  since  he  was  removed  by  death, 
his  memori'  is  still  cherished  by  a  large  circle  of 
friends.  He  came  of  a  worthy  ancestry,'  and  was 
remotely  related  to  a  famil\  of  tlie  same  name  in 
tlie  Isle  of  Man,  representatives  of  which  are  now 
l')catcd  in  San  Diego  and  San  Francisco,  C'al.  With 
the  exce)jtion  of  relatives  living  near  Joliet,  tlicse 
are  the  only  known  families  of  the  name  in  the 
rnited  States. 

Oliio  was  the  native  Slate  of  our  subject  and  in 
Avon  lie  was  born  October  25,  1843.  His  father. 
Tliomas  Crellin,  was  a  life-long  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion and  a  reliable  citizen.  The  mother  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Catherine  Hampton.  The  family 
settled  in  Jackson  Township  in  1852,  the  fathei' 
purchasing  Government  land  from  which  he  im- 
proved a  farm  and  there  with  his  estimaljle  wife 
S|Hnt    the  remainder  of  iiis  da3-s. 

The  subject  of  tiiis  notice  remained  a  member  of 
the  parental  household  until  his  marriage,  which 
occurred  April  23,  18G7.  His  wife.  Miss  Leonora 
Kelley,  was  born  on  the  Isle  of  Man,  August  31 
I.St;),  and  is  still  living,  being  now  a  resident  of 
Joliet.  Her  parents,  Robert  and  Catherine  (C'owie) 
Kelley,  emigrated  to  America  when  their  daughter 
was  a  child  of  three  years,  locating  first  in  Lake 
Countj-,  Ohio.  There  Miss  Kelley  si)ent  her  girl- 
hood days,  remaining  under  tlie  parental  roof  until 
leaving  it  to  become  mistress  of  lier  own  home. 

Mr.  nud  Mrs.  Kelley  remained  residents  of  Ohio 
until  1880,  and  then  came  to  Florence  Township, 
this  county,  wiiere  the^-  lived  until  the  fall  of  18.S8. 
Then  retiring    from  tlie  active   labors  of  life  tht^v 


removed  to  the  city  of  .lolict  wlicro  the  father  died 
Juh-  1,  18S',);  the  mother  is  still  living.  The  pa- 
rental housi'liold  included  eight  cliildren,  three  of 
wliom  are  living  an<l  located  in  Illinois  and  Indi- 
.'ina.  .Mr.  and  i\Irs.  Crellin  after  their  marriage 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Florence  Township  where 
they  labored  together  in  the  building  up  of  a  home 
and  effected  good  improvements.  Then  on  account 
of  the  failing  health  of  Mr.  Crellen  they  removed 
lo  Joliet,  wiiere  his  death  occurred,  November  30, 
|sm7.  The  famil}-  residence  in  thecitj'  is  pleasantly 
located  at  No.  310,  Richards  Street,  and  Mrs.  Crel- 
lin still  owns  the  farm  which  is  tlie  source  of  a 
comfortable  income. 

To  Jlr.  and  Mrs.  Crellin  there  was  born  a  family 
of  four  childi'en,  two  daughters  and  two  sons,  viz: 
Ella,  Laura,  George  and  Robert.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Crellin  united  with  the  Richards  Street  Methodist 
Episco|)al  Church  many  years  ago.  The  cultured 
tastes  of  the  family  are  indicated  in  their  home  sur- 
roundings, and  a  fine  librar}',  filled  with  select 
works  furnishes  manj'  an  hour's  recreation.  Miss 
Laura  Crellin  completed  her  studies  at  the  High 
School  in  Joliet  and  for  the  past  three  years  has 
been  engaged  as  a  teacher.  Miss  Ella  has  fitted  her- 
self for  the  same  profession,  being  a  graduate  of 
the  Normal  School,  Normal  Park,  111.,  and  Joliet 
nigh  School.  She  li.as  already  had  three  years  ex- 
perience as  a  teacher,  (ieorge,  a  youth  of  sixteen 
years,  has  already  started  out  for  himself.  Tlie 
yougest  son  remains  at  home  with  his  mother. 

The  many  friends  of  Mr.  Crellin  will  be  pleased 
to  notice  his  portrait,  presented  on  another  page. 


&ENRY  J.  SAWYER  is  a  well-known  manu- 
j  facturer  of  Joliet,  although  at  the  present 
time  retired  from  active  business  pursuits. 
For  a  number  of  years  he  was  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Adler  <fc  Sawyer,  whose  lioot  and  shoe 
establishment  on  Jefferson  Street  was  one  of  the 
prominent  retail  stores  of  the  city.  Mr.  Sawyer 
was  Superintendent  for  the  firm  of  ]\L  Selz  &  Co., 
of  Chicago,  who  had  a  prison  contract,  their  business 
consuming   *500,000  per  year  in  the  purchase  of 
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materials  and  niauiifacture  of  goods.  He  possesses 
a  practical  knowledge  of  the  business  from  the 
foundation  up,  having-  himself  vvorlied  through 
every  department,  and  having  also  a  decided  judg- 
ment and  tact  has  proved  himself  an  excellent 
buyer,  organizer  and  manager  of  a  large  establish- 
ment. His  personal  re|)utation  is  that  of  an  hon- 
orable man  and  worthy  citizen,  and  he  tiierefore 
commands  tlie  respect  of  his  fellovv-raen. 

The  natal  day  of  Mr.  Sawj'er  was  January  22, 
1H25,  and  his  birthplace  the  city  of  New  York.  He 
is  a  son  of  John  B.  Sawj-er,  an  Eastern  man,  whoso 
circumst.ances  were  sucli  that  the  lad  was  put  out  at 
the  age  of  nine  years,  having  his  own  way  to  make 
from  that  early  age.  His  younger  days  were  spent 
in  the  southeastern  part  of  Worcester  County, Mass., 
where  he  gained  a  knowledge  of  manufacturing, 
the  firm  of  Bowker  &  Phipps  starting  a  boot  and 
shoe  manufactory  in  1846,  of  which  he  took  charge. 
When  they  opened  a  wareroora  he  continued  as  man- 
ager for  them  until  1850,  at  which  time  he  accepted 
a  position  with  B.  U.  (iodfrey,  one  of  the  leading 
men  in  the  State  as  a  manufacturer  in  the  same  line 
of  business,  in  Milford,  Mass.  With  this  gentle- 
man Mr.  Sawyer  remained  until  the  spring  of  1857, 
wiien  he  lost  his  wife  an<l  changvil  Iiis  abode  to 
Ho[)kinton,  Mass..  where  he  rcninlMed  for  six  j'ears, 
still  in  Ills  old  line  of  business. 

The  next  move  of  our  subject  was  to  Chicago, 
where  he  took  charge  of  the  manufacturing  part 
of  the  boot  and  shoe  business  of  Davis,  Sawyer  & 
Co.,  retaining  the  position  for  a  period  of  six 
years,  until  the  time  of  the  great  fire.  An  oppor- 
tunity then  offering,  he  came  to  Joliet  in  tiie  em- 
ploy of  M.  Sel/.  ife  Co.,  who  had  a  prison  contract, 
Mr.  Saw^-er  being  the  only  person  in  the  concern 
who  understood  shoe  manufacturing.  Ho  therefore 
acted  as  General  Superintendent  of  the  manufac- 
tory, organizing  the  business,  and  buying  all  their 
goods  and  material  for  nearly  fifteen  years.  Their 
house  was  the  largest  in  Chicago  in  their  line  of 
business. 

In  1887,  his  health  failing,  Mr.  Sawyer  withdrew. 
He  w.as  the  manufacturer  of  the  Sawyer  boot,  which 
was  first  made  b}'  the  firm  of  Davis.  Sawyer  &  Co., 
<luring  Ids  management,  the  first  prison  entci-|irise 
in  that  line  that  was  successful,  the  inaterial  which 


he  used  being  the  best  and  the  goods  well  made 
and  reliable.  The  concern  emplo3'ed  five  hundred 
convicts  and  a  large  amount  of  skilled  citizen  labor 
and  was  altogether  a  magnificent  business.  Prior 
to  his  withdrawal  from  active  management  Mr. 
Sawyer  became  a  member  of  the  new  firm  of  Adler 
&  Sawyer,  retaining  his  interest  until  1889. 

Mr.  Savv3er  has  not  engaged  in  active  business 
affairs  for  some  time,  and  the  past  two  winters 
have  been  spent  bj-  him  in  Florida.  He  has  been 
too  bus3'  to  indulge  in  any  political  aspirations,  but 
votes  with  the  Republican  party  at  all  times.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  having 
membership  in  Corinthian  Chapter,  No.  69,  of  Chi- 
cago, although  not  at  present  very  active  in  the 
order.  His  worldly  possessions  are  the  result  of 
his  activit3^  and  abilitj'  in  business,  and  of  his  wise 
management  of  the  remuneration  which  he  has 
received,  and  reflects  credit  upon  him  and  his 
efforts. 

The  first  wife  of  Mr.  Sawyer  was  in  her  girlhood 
Miss  Chloe  S.  Come}',  of  Foxboro,  Mass.  She  was 
removed  from  him  by  death  April  -1,1857,  leaving 
two  daughters,  who  are  still  living.  The}'  are  Alma, 
wife  of  Clarence  A.  Claflin,  of  Omaha,  Neb.,  and 
Mary  B.,  wife  of  Clarence  A.  Thompson,  now  of 
Hopkinton,  JIass.  After  having  remained  a  widower 
for  a  number  of  years,  Mr.  Saw^-er  contracted  a 
second  matrimonial  alliance,  being  united  on  Jan- 
uary 27,  1869,  with  Sarah  A.  Cook,  of  Blackstone, 
Mass.  The  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  six 
children,  all  living  and  still  at  home.  They  are 
named  respectively:  Henry  J.  Jr.,  Gordon  II.,  Mabel 
A.,  Gertrude  L.,  Flsic  L.  and  Ernest  M. 

^/OHN  O.  BARRETT,  a  prominent  figure 
among  the  hardware  interests  of  Joliet,  has 
for  many  years  been  connected  with  this 
l|^/'  department  of  trade  and  acquired  a  good 
understanding  of  it  in  all  its  details.  He  is  a  man 
who  attends  stricti}-  to  business  and  one  who  bears 
the  reputation  of  being  strictly  reliable  and  worthy 
of  being  trusted  in  an^'  business  which  his  judg- 
ment may  justify  him   in  undert.aking.     He  carries 
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a  well-selected  stock  of  goods,  valued  at  $35,000 
and  during  the  year  1889  transacted  a  Ijusiness  of 
iilO').000.  There  is  a  iirospect  that  during  llie 
year  1890,  his  sales  will  even  exceed  this  figure. 

Mr.  Barrett  was  born  in  Joliet,  111. .March  1G,1S51, 
and  is  the  son  of  W.  F.  and  Clamana  (()nder<loidi) 
It.Trrett.  the  former  of  whom  was  a  natrv^e  of  Len- 
nox. Mass.,  and  a  tinner  by  trade.  When  leaving 
his  native  .^tate  he  went  over  into  Canada  and 
iviirked  for  a  lime  in  the  city  of  London.  From 
tlicre  he  emigrated  to  .laekson,  Mich.,  and  iLence 
to  .loliet  in  1850.  The  [jarental  household  con- 
sisted of  three  sons  and  three  daughters,  two  of 
wliom  are  dece.ased.  .Sarah  E.,  (Mrs.  Baird)  is  a 
resident  fif  \\'alsenburg.  Col.;  Charily  Maria  (Mrs. 
Carson)  is  a  resident  of  Joliet;  John  O.,  our  sub- 
ject, was  the  next  in  order  of  birth.  W.  F.,  Jr., 
is  ill  the  wholesale  millinery  house  of  D.  1>.  Fisk  A- 
Co..  Chicago:  Elizabeth  Acker  remains  at  home; 
Edward  C.  is  with  his  brother.  John  0..  in  the 
hardware  store.  The  father  died  in  Joliel  June  1. 
ls79.  He  was  prominent  in  local  affairs  and  liad 
been  a  member  of  the  City  Council  a  number  of 
years.  The  mother  is  still  living  on  the  West  Side, 
ill   .loliet, 

Mr.  Barrett  acquired  his  education  in  tlie  com- 
mon school  and  subsequently  for  a  time  was  en- 
gMgeil  as  a  clerk  in  the  hardware  store  of  T.  P. 
Ford.  lie  was  married  Septemliei-  IC,  1873,  to 
.Mi>s  Mary  C,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Warren  of 
Worcester,  Mass.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barrett  have  no 
children.  Mr.  Barrett  votes  the  straight  Republi 
can  ticket,  but  has  declined  to  assume  the  respon- 
sibilities of  office. 


I 
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■<^  ICIIOLAS  KORST,  whose  home  is  on  sec- 
tion 5,  Jackson  Township,  is  the  fortunate 
owner  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-three 
acres  of  valuable  land,  a  part  of  which  lies  in  Jol- 
iet Township.  The  most  of  the  buildings  upon 
the  estate  were  erected  by  himself,  and  they  in- 
clude every  needful  and  convenient  structure,  all 
well  built,  well  designed,  and  kept  in  perfect  re- 
pair.     The  other    improvements    wliieli    have  lieen 


made  u|ion  the  estate  are  equally  as  good,  and  it 
needs  but  a  glance  to  assure  even  the  most  unob- 
serving  of  the  fact  that  industry, frugality,  and  en- 
terprise are  prominent  traits  in  the  character  of 
the  ownci'.  A  meniion  of  his  name  secures  the 
additional  infoiination  tliat  he  is  numbered  among 
the  public-spirited  and  reliable  citizens  of  the  sec- 
tion in  which  he  has  made  his  home  for  many 
years. 

The  birth  of  this  gentleman  took  place  in  the 
Kingdom  of  Prussia,  Sei)tember  24,  1827,  and  he 
acipiircMl  a  good  understanding  of  the  more  im- 
porl.ant  branches  of  education,  under  the  system 
which  (Germany  so  generously  [jrovides.  He 
learned  the  tr.ade  of  a  stone-cutter,  following  it  both 
in  his  native  land  and  after  coming  to  America, 
for  many  years.  Believing  that  in  the  United 
Slates  he  would  have  a  better  ojiportunit}'  to  use 
to  his  .worldly  advantage  the  energies  which  na- 
ture had  licstowed  upon  him,  he  emigrated  in  l.s57. 
He  bade  adieu  to  Ids  native  land  June  27,  and 
landed  in  New  York  at  noon,  August  12.  He 
came  direct  to  Chicago  and  thence  to  Joliet,  near 
which  city  he  lived  until  1873.  He  then  settled 
on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives,  still  followinu- 
his  trade  in  connection   with  his  farm  work. 

When  Mr.  Korst  made  his  first  appearance  in 
Joliet  he  was  acconi[ianied  bj'  his  wife  and  three 
ehildren.  and  his  ca|)ital  in  trade  amounted  to 
twenty  sliillings.  The  properly  which  he  has  ac- 
cuiniilated  and  the  manner  in  which  his  family 
has  been  reared,  is  one  of  the  best  proofs  that  he 
[lossesses  the  qualities  above  mentioned.]' He  is  a 
man  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence,  in  whose 
society  an  hour  can  alw,aj's  be  spent  to  advantage 
and  his  personal  character  is  such  as  to  cause  him 
to  be  regarded  with  great  respect.  He  has  been 
useful  in  the  community  as  School  Director  and 
Overseer  of  Highways.  In  politics  he  is  a  Demo- 
crat. He  anil  his  family'  are  communicants  of  the 
Catholic  Church, 

The  faithful  companion  of  .Mr.  Korst  is  a  lady 
of  his  own  country,  born  September  3,  1830,  and 
bearing  the  maiden  name  of  Catherine  Surges. 
Tiie  rites  of  wedlock  were  celebrated  between  them 
November  27,  1852,  and  since  that  day  Mrs.  Korst 
has  shared  as  a  devoted  helpmate  in   the  toils  and 


636 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


successes  of  her  husband.  They  arc  the  parents  of 
eleven  cbildreu — Susannah,  Simon,  .John,  William, 
Barbara,  Michael,  JNIary,  Frank,  Nicholas  and 
Peter,  now  living,  and  Mathias,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. Susannah  is  now  the  wife  of  Edward  Bauru; 
Simon  lives  in  Ciiicago;  .Tolin  in  Jackson  Town- 
ship; William,  in  Minnesota;  Barliara  is  the  wife 
of  Joseph  Rodjinakcr;  JLarj-  is  the  wife  of  Jacob 
Eis. 

V¥p«.I)WARD  IIOWAUI)  AKIN.  Tliis  name 
1%)  will  be  remembered  by  the  older  residents 
jVzz^i'  of  Will  Count}'  as  belonging  to  one  of  its 
most  prominent  citizens  and  successful  men.  lie 
was  born  in  Joiinstown,  N.Y..  .luly  3,  1810.  and  de- 
parted this  life  at  his  home,  in  Joliet,  December 
2G,  1S80.  He  was  the  offspring  of  a  good  old 
family,  being  the  son  of  Aljraham  and  the  grand- 
son of  Edward  Akin,  the  former  of  whom  spent 
his  last  years  in  Lockport,  Will  County,  III. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  liore  the  maiden 
name  of  Asenath  INIatthcws.  When  his  son  was 
but  a  bo\',  Aliraham  Akin  removed  wii  h  liis  family 
to  Onondaga  County,  N.  \ ..  and  purchased  a  farm 
of  five  iuindred  ai-res  near  Syracuse,  Hi"in  which 
he  settled,  and  where  Edward  II.  grew  to  man- 
hood. The  latter  when  twenty-one  3-ears  old  left 
the  farm  and  entered  a  store  at  Liverpool,  N.  Y. 
This  movement  was  the  result  of  a  long  mental 
contliet  under  the  conviction  that  he  was  fitted  for 
sometliing  better  in  life  than  labor  in  the  field. 
He  laid  down  his  hoe  one  day  and  told  his  mother 
that  if  he  could  make  his  living  in  some  other  way 
he  would  never  hoe  an(.)tlier  row  of  ciirn. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  remained  on  the 
farm  in  New  V(n-k  State  as  long  as  the  father  was 
alile  to  eUL^age  in  active  labor.  They  then 
came  to  this  county,  and  the  f:ither  died  three 
j-ears  lati^r.  in  Lockport,  in  184(J.  The  mother 
died  July  2S,  1872.  at  the  same  place.  Mr.  Akin, 
of  whom  we  write,  putting  his  resolve  into  execu- 
tion, entered  a  store  in  Liverpool,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
began  his  mercantile  career.  Later,  in  company 
with  his  father,  under  the  (irm  name  of  Akin  & 
Son,  he  carried  on  general  mcrchandisino-  at  Liver- 


pool, N.  Y.  He  also  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  salt  at  Liverpool,  and  continued  a  resident  of 
Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  until  removing  to  Ber- 
rien County,  Mich.,  in  the  fall  of  1847.  Later,  he 
went  to  Chicago  with  his  family,  and  there  his 
eldest  sou,  John,  was  born.  On  account  of  the 
bre.aking  otit  of  cholera,  he  left  Chicago  and  re- 
turned to  the  residence  of  his  parents  in  Lock- 
port,  III. 

In  April,  1850,  Mr.  Akin,  in  company  with  a 
party  from  Lockport,  crossed  the  plains  to  Cali- 
fornia, driving  mules  and  oxen,  and  arrived  at  his 
destination  after  a  three  months'  journey.  He  oc- 
cupied himself  at  mining  successfully  along  the 
Yuba  River,  also  at  Macerville  and  Sacramento. 
Returning  to  Lockport  in- October,  1851,  he  pur- 
chased his  mother's  farm.  In  1854  he  removed  to 
Joliet  and  established  a  stave  mauufactorj'  and 
cooper  s'.iop.  This  enterprise  proved  successful 
.and  gave  employment  to  twenty  men  continually 
until  1861.  For  six  years  afterward  Mr.  Akin  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  flour  at  Hennepin.  lie 
returned  to  Joliet  in  1867  .and,  in  com|)any  with 
others,  carried  on  a  woolen  mill,  of  which  he  was 
Superintendent.  He  suhsequently  embarked  in  the 
real  estate  business  and  followed  this  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  December  26,  1880. 

Mr.  Akin  laid  out  the  subdivision,  of  which  he 
was  owner,  which  is  now  called  Brooklyn,  and 
erected  the  Akin  Block  in  1877.  He  was  regarded 
as  an  enterprising  business  man  and  contributed 
his  full  share  toward  the  growth  of  his  adopted 
city.  He  was  a  IM.ason  in  good  standing,  having 
attained  to  the  Knight  Temiilar  degree,  and  in 
polities  he  nas  an  ardent  Republican.  He  regu- 
larly attended  the  Central  Presbyterian  Church, 
of  which  he  was  a  supjiorter,  and  also  a  Trustee 
during  the  later  years  of  bis  life.  He  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  People's  Loan  &  Homestead 
Association,  of  which  he  was  also  a  Director,  and 
one  of  the  Directors  of  Oakwood  Ceraeterj.  lie 
was  likewise  Treasurer  of  two  Masonic  bodies. 

Mr.  Akin  was  married  June  10,  1840.  in  Cort- 
land, N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Sojjhronia  C.  Merrill.  This 
lady  was  born  September  18,  1818,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Abel  .and  Charlotte  (Curtis)  Merrill, 
who  spent  their   last   years   in    New  York    St.ate. 
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Hit  fiUla-r  dieil  when  Mrs.  Akin  was  uuly  lUvvv 
years  iiM.  Tlie  four  cliildrLMi  burn  of  Uiis  union 
are  all  living-.  Ciiarlotte  was  born  Septcmljcr  ;!, 
1812,  at  Livurpuol,  N.  Y.,  and  rosules  with  liur 
HKjtlicr  in  Joliet;  Lucy  H.,  wlio  was  born  in  Liver- 
pool, June  IS,  1H46,  also  resides  with  her  mother; 
John  J.,  born  August  26,  1848,  married  ALiai-gar- 
eta  S.  ]\Iiller,  of  Philadel|)liia,  I'a.,  is  .Secretary  and 
Treasuter  of  the  Cable  Compauj'  owiird  li\-  the 
Chicago  Syndicate,  and  makes  his  luMdquarters  at 
Los  Angeles,  Cal.;  Kdward  C.  inairicd  Louise, 
daughter  of  the  late  Judge  Jiisiah  McKoberts, 
is  State's  Attorney  for  Will  County  and  is  a  resi- 
dent of  the  t'ity  of  Joliet.  He  read  law  under  the 
instruction  of  (ieorge  S.  House,  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  and  is  one  of  the  most  suecessfnl  practitioners 
in  the  county.  Mrs.  Akin  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  since  18.S."),  and  since 
LS54  of  the  Central  I'resbyterian  brancii.  She  is  a 
lady  greatly  resiiected  in  her  coniniunily  and  en 
joys  the  friendshi|i  and  acipiaintance  of  its  best 
people. 

We  clip  tlie  foll(Jwing,  in  regard  to  Mr.  Akiji. 
from  the  .loliet  lii'publicK.n:  -'liotli  in  public  :uid 
private  life  Mr.  Akin  was  held  in  high  respect  and 
admiration.  As  a  husbaiui,  none  were  more  lov- 
ing and  kind.  As  a  father,  he  liained  his  chil- 
dren to  be  men  and  women  of  the  world,  and  able 
to  fill  their  parts  in  the  play  of  life.  As  a  citi/en. 
Mr.  Akin  has  left  a  bright  and  honorable  record, 
and  j'et,  though  he  has  passed  from  among  us,  he 
left  behind  his  better  part — the  legacy  of  his  hon- 
orable exam[)le." 


i/ILLLVM  E.  HENUY.  Examples  of  per- 
7/  sistence  in  a  chosen  vocation  and  of  hon- 
W^J  est  labor  followed  by  success,  arc  numer- 
ous, and  it  is  ever  a  pleasure  to  record  the  lives  of 
those  who  furnish  them.  A  portrait  of  tin!  sub- 
ject of  this  biographical  record  appears  on  the 
opposite  page.  He  is  one  of  those  men  who  have 
spent  many  years  in  one  calling  and  whose  lives  are 
marked  by  honorable  dealing  and  moral  princiide. 


He  is  now  eng.aged  in  the  real-estate  business  at 
.loliet,  where   he  has  long  resided. 

Josei)h  and  Nancy  (Apgar)  Henr}',  the  parents 
of  our  subject,  were  of  German  descent  and  natives 
of  New  Jersey',  in  which  State  the  father  was  en- 
g.-iged  '11  farming.  He  died  at  the  age  of  about 
sixty  years,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in  1864. 
Their  family  rciuiprised  three  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters, of  whom  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  first 
lioiii.  (ieorge  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years ; 
.lacob  A.,  is  living  in  Joliet;  Mrs.  Lydia  A.  Lowe 
resides  in  Fredericksburg,  Ohio;  Mi-s.  Rebecca 
Swaekhammer  lives  in  New  Jersey;  Mrs.  Catherine 
Washburn,  now  deceased,  resided  in  Massachusetts; 
Mrs.  Fallen  W^hite.  a  widow,  lives  in  Joliet. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  opened  his  eyes  to  the 
light  in  New  Germantown,  Hunterdon  Count3', 
N.  .1..  November  2L  1820,  and  passed  his  boyhood 
days  in  his  native  State.  At  the  age  of  twentj' 
years  he  began  his  career  as  a  railroad  man  by  ob- 
taining a  position  in  the  track  department  of  the 
llartfcn-d  A-  New  Haven  Railroad.  Eor  thirty-three 
years  he  continued  to  do  railroad  work,  during  that 
time  lading  about  two  thousand  miles  of  track  in 
seventeen  different  States.  His  last  venture  in  that 
line  was  a  contract  for  laying  one  hundred  and 
sixty-live  niiles  of  tlie  track  of  the  Grand  Trunk 
Railroad,  from  ^'alparaiso,  Ind.,  to  Lansing,  !\nch., 
and  terminated  unfortunately,  as  he  has  never  yet 
received  his  pay. 

In  18l'.t,  .Mr.  Henry  lemoved  to  Wellington, 
Ohio,  anil  made  it  his  home  until  1854,  when  he 
returned  to  his  native  State,  ten  years  later  coming 
to  Joliet,  III.  Here  he  connected  himself  with  the 
Chicago  &  Alton  Railroad,  as  Roadmaster,  con- 
tinuing with  that  company  until  1870,  when  he 
took  the  contract  before  mentioned,  which  proved 
an  unremuncrative  one.  During  the  years  of 
18G3,  1804,  he  had  charge  of  the  railroad  tracks, 
bridges,  etc.,  in  the  army  of  the  Potomac.  At  the 
time  of  the  battle  of  Anteitam,  Md.,  he  was  laying 
the  horse-car  road  from  Pennsylvania  Avenue  to  the 
Post-oflice  and  Navy  Yard  in  Washington  City,  as 
its  contractor.  The  Chickahominy  bridge  was 
built  liy  hitn,  as  contraetor,  before  the  war. 
In  187-'!,  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  Joliet,  and  under 
his  faithful  oversight,  the  interests  of  the  city  were 
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rapidly  developed.  In  1876,  having  permanently 
retired  from  the  railroad  business,  he  opened  a  real- 
estate  office  in  vviiicii  lie  yet  continues. 

In  politics  iMr.  llenry  is  a  life  long  Democrat, 
Jiimes  K.  Pollc  having  received  his  first  ballot  iu 
the  .State  of  Connecticut,  when  a  property  qualifi- 
cuiion  was  required  in  order  to  secure  the  right  of 
suffrage.  He  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity 
which  he  first  ji'iiied  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  January 
24,   1850. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  I!cni-y  took  phace  Jan- 
uary 20,  1845,  Ills  bride  being  Miss  Elizabeth  Stan- 
uard,  of  Westbrook,  Conn.,  who  shared  his  for- 
tunes until  1854,  when  death  removed  her  from 
husband  and  family.  Slie  was  the  mother  of  five 
cliildren.  two  of  whom  are  yet  living,  their  names, 
being  George  \V.,  and  Jacob  J.,  and  both  being 
resiilents  of  Joliet.  On  January  20,  1856,  INIr. 
Ilenr}'  contracted  a  second  matrimonial  alliance, 
his  companion  being  Miss  Susan  C.  Shurts.  Tliis 
union  has  been  blessed  by  the  hirtli  of  seven  child- 
ren, of  \vhf)m  those  named  lielnvv  are  3'et  living. 
John  is  the  general  manager  of  the  Hubbard  Pub- 
lishing Company-  in  St.  Louis,  Mo. ;  Elmer  is  en- 
gaged in  the  crockery  business  in  Joliet;  Joseph  E., 
is  a  furniture  dealer  of  this  city;  Flora  and  Lillie 
remain  with  their  parents. 


vT^EORGE  J.  MUNROE,  Attorney-at-Law,  in 
III  (--^  Joliet,  and  President  of  the  Citizens'  Loan 
^\^^J  and  Trust  Compau}',  of  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
holds  an  honored  place  in  the  commercial  circles  of 
this  county.  During  the  twelve  years  in  which  he 
lias  made  a  specialty  of  loans,  he  has  successfully 
handled  $1,818,000  mainly  for  Eastern  parties.  He 
also  handles  municipal  bonds  and  other  negotiable 
securities.  At  present  Mr.  Munroe  advances  his 
own  money  largely  in  making  loans  and  in  pur- 
chasing securities,  afterwards  selling  them  to  in- 
vestors at  home  and  in  the  East  and  realizing 
handsome  returns. 

The  subject  of  tliis  notice  was  born  February  11, 
1853,  in  Baraboo,  Wis.,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and 
Adelia  (Paddock)  Munroe  who  are  still  living  and 


residents  of  Baraboo,  Wis.  John  Munroe  was  born 
in  1833  in  Munroe  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  lived 
until  reaching  man's  estate.  He  then  emigrated  to 
Southern  Wisconsin,  but  five  jears  later  changed 
the  scene  of  his  operations  to  Sauk  County,  of  which 
he  was  a  resident  forty-two  j'ears,  and  engagerl  in 
farming  pursuits.  Then  wisely  retiring  from  active 
labor  he  removed  to  the  city  of  Baraboo,  where  he 
and  his  wife  are  highly  respected  and  are  promi- 
nently connected  with  the  Unitarian  Church. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  at  liar- 
alioo.  Wis.,  in  1851.  Mrs.  Adelia  (Paddock)  Mun- 
roe was  born  in  1833  in  Antiocli,  Lake  County, 
III.,  where  she  was  reared  to  womanhood  and  re- 
ceived a  good  education.  She  taught  sciiool  some 
time  prior  to  her  marriage.  Of  this  union  there 
were  born  three  children,  all  of  whom  are  living, 
viz:  George  J.,  our  subject;  Ward,  who  conducts 
a  cold  storage  warehouse  in  Baraboo;  and  Bessie, 
the ^  wife  of  Frank  Teal  of  that  cit}'.  The  elder 
Munroe  was  prominent  in  local  affairs  during  the 
years  of  his  active  life,  holding  the  office  of  Town- 
ship Treasurer  and  School  Director,  and  during  the 
Civil  War  was  entrusted  with  a  large  amount  of 
.funds  to  pay  off  the  discharged  soldiers  at  Madison, 
Wis.  He  was  a  strong  l'nif)n  man  and  uniformly 
voted  with  the  Republican  [larty.  For  many  years 
he  was  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  Sauk  County. 

The  Munroe  family  is  of  Scoteii  origin  and  was 
first  represented  in  this  country  by  the  great-grand- 
father of  our  subject,  George  Munroe,  who  crossed 
the  Atlantic  at  an  early  da^'  and  settled  in  Munroe 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  which  in  all  probabihty  was 
named  after  iiim.  The  great-great-grandfather  was 
also  named  George,  and  was  one  of  the  pioneer 
farmers  of  Munroe  Count}',  N.  Y.  Their  descend- 
ants have  inlierited  in  a  marked  degree  the  worthy 
and  substantial  traits  of  their  ancestors,  being  men 
who  have  held  important  positions  and  who  have 
almost  uniformly  been  found  worthy  of  the  trusts 
relegated  to  them. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  pursued  his  early 
studies  in  the  schools  of  his  native  citj'  and  when 
a  youth  of  sixteen  years  repaired  to  Oberlin,  Ohio, 
and  entered  the  famous  Oberlin  College,  of  which 
he  was  a  student  two  years.  Later  he  attended  the 
Normal  School  at  Lebanon,  Ohio,  and   from  wliicii 
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he  was  diil^'  gnuliiated  and  subsequently  followed 
the  i)rofession  of  a  teacher  in  the  Buckeye  Slate. 
For  some  time  he  was  Principal  of  the  school  at 
Marlboro,  Ohio,  which  numbered  six  hundred 
pupils.  Thence,  in  the  year  1874,  he  removed  to 
Chicajio.  III.,  for  the  purpose  of  reading  law.  He 
was  admitted  to  practice  by  the  Supreme  Court  at 
Springfield  in  1877,  and  soon  thereafter  came  to 
Joliet,  where  he  followed  his  profession  success- 
fully to  the  present  time.  In  the  early  da^s  of 
Kansas  City  his  attention  was  called  to  its  i^rowing 
prosperity  and  he  accordingly  made  some  invest- 
ments which  have  proved  very  valuable.  The 
Citizens'  Loan  it  Trust  Association  commenced 
business  February  1,  1889,  and  at  the  close  of  the 
first  year  was  enabled  to  make  a  most  satisfactory 
re|iort  of  the  condition  of  the  company  which  has 
already  established  itself  lirnily  in  the  confidence 
of  the  business  men  of  that  place.  No  small  credit 
is  due  to  President  Munroe  for  the  .'^ucct'ssful  man- 
ner in  which  it  has  been  conducted. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  w.as  joined  in  wedlock 
with  Miss  Addie  Simond,  of  Joliet,  November  21, 
1)S77.  The  following  year  Mr.  Munroe  entered 
upon  the  regular  practice  of  his  profession  in  the 
same  office  which  he  now  occupies  and  where  he 
has  transacted  a  very  successful  business.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Munroe  occupy  a  snug  home  in  the  Seventh 
Ward  of  the  city,  and  are  now  the  parents  of  two 
bright  children,  a  daughter  and  son,  .Jennie  and 
Harold.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Munroe  are  both  members 
in  good  standing  of  St.  .John's  Universalist  Church. 

Mrs.  Munroe  was  born  May  22.  l.s,")(;.  In  .bilict. 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Salmon  ().  and  C.  .1.  (Treat) 
Simond,  who  were  natives  of  New  York.  Mr. 
Simond  was  one  of  the  pioneer  farmers  of  Munroe 
County,  N.  Y.,  but  after  coming  to  .loliet  became 
identified  with  its  educational  interests  and  was 
elected  Superintendent  of  Schools.  He  won  his 
wa3'  Into  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  com- 
munity by  his  straightforward  and  upright  life 
and  held  various  oflBces,  the  duties  of  which  he 
discharged  in  a  manner  creditable  to  himself  and 
satisfactory  to  all  concerned.  He  died  at  his  home 
in  Joliet,  May  30,  1888.  His  widow  is  now  living 
with  her  son-in-law,  Mr.  Munroe.  She  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Jane  Treat,  and  was    born  in  Cat- 


taraugus County,  N.  Y.  To  her  and  her  husband 
there  was  born  a  family  of  two  children,  Mrs.  Mun- 
roe being  the  only  one  now  living.  The  Simond 
family  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  this 
county,  and  made  for  themselves  a  good  record  in 
connection  with  its  growth  and  development. 

lARLKS  11.  i;i>()(i(;.  In  a  city  like  .loliet 
the  subject  of   fuel  i.s  au  important  one  and 

a  trade   in    that   necessary  article  furnishes 

occupation  to  many  dealers.  The  sid)ject  of  this 
sketch,  although  he  has  not  lieen  engaged  in  busi- 
ness here  for  any  great  length  of  time,  hiis  already 
built  up  a  line  trade.  He  handles  all  grades  of  hard 
coal  togi'ther  with  the  Wilmington  and  Indiana 
block  coal.  Ills  boyhood  was  passed  upon  a  farm, 
and  in  the  pursuit  of  agriculture  he  was  engaged 
until  l.sss,  when  he  established  his  present  business. 
His  nature  is  an  energetic  one,  and  his  early  train- 
ing <]evelopcd  those  traits  which  are  needful  to  a 
successful  business  career  .-ind  sccuied  for  him  the 
practical  education  without  which  a  man  can 
scarcely  succeed. 

Mr.  Blogg  is  still  quite  ymnig.  having  been  born 
.lune  22,  18.01.  His  birthplace  was  Norwich,  Kng- 
huid.  his  |iarcnt.i  i'emo\ing  to  Loekport.  HI.,  when 
he  was  about  six  years  of  age,  and  he  is  the  oldest 
(jf  six  sons  and  two  daughters  born  to  them. 
He  is  a  uieniliei-  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  organi- 
zation and  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church.  His 
jirivatc  character  is  above  reproach,  vvhile  in  knowl- 
edge of  general  topics  and  current  events  he  keeps 
pace  with  the  times.  The  estimable  lady  who  pre- 
sides over  his  cozy  home  is  the  daughter  of  one 
of  Will  County's  wealthy  farmers,  whose  home  is 
at  I'laiulield.  Her  maiden  name  was  Mar}-  Ann 
(JoiKlson,  and  her  parents  were  William  and  Sarah 
Goodson,  whose  voyage  across  the  Atlantic  was 
their  wedding  journey.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  lilogg  were 
married  February  M.  I.'^77,  .and  are  the  i)aronts  of 
one   child,  Mabel. 

Tlie  parents  of  our  subject  arc  .lohii  ami  Maria 
(Hilling)  lilogg.  natives  of  England,  whence  they 
came  to  America  in  18;")7.     In  Kngland  .John  Bloijic 
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was  a  farm  laborer  and  had  spent  twent.3'- one  years 
in  the  employ  of  one  man.  Reaching  the  Lhiitfd 
Slates  he  located  at  Lockport,  111.,  spending  some 
years  in  the  employ  of  .luhn  Fiddyment.  He  then 
engaged  in  farming  fur  himself,  first  as  a  renter 
and  later  as  the  owner  of  real  estate.  The  brothers 
and  sisters  of  our  fubject  are:  William,  whose 
lionie  is  in  Florence.  Will  County;  Mrs.  Sarah 
Fiiulkner  of  Wilmington,  tiiis  county;  Edward,  an 
engineer  in  the  wire  works  at  Lockport;  Samuel, 
an  engineer  in  .loliet;  iNIrs.  Mary  Dickson  of  Lock- 
port;  Alljert  lives  in  Wilmington;  George  and 
Henry  reside  in  Florence. 


fHlIgr- 


OHAKLKS  ¥.  BLOOD.  This  gentleman  needs 
,  little    introduction    to    the    people  of  Will 
'   Count}',  as  he  has  long  been  recognized  as 

one  of  the  lending  men  of  Joliet.  He  is  universally 
l)opular  in  both  social  and  business  circles  and  is 
possessed  of  mtire  than  ordinary-  abilit_y,  together 
with  the  energy  and  enterprise  which  seldom  fails 
to  win.  After  filling  many  jiositions  of  trust  and 
responsibility  in  connection  willi  the  city  fire  de- 
l)arlraent,  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Chief  of 
Police,  which  otlicc  he  held  until  June,  1890. 

A  native  of  the  Empire  State,  Mr.  Blood  was 
born  in  Aurora.  Eric  County,  February  14,  1841, 
and  is  a  son  of  Hor.ace  and  Nancy  (F'airbanks) 
Blood,  who  were  natives  of  Putnam,  ^'t..  and  were 
of  Scotch  extraction,  the  father  boiii  in  1801  and 
the  mother  in  1S08.  They  spent  their  childhood 
and  j'outh  in  the  place  of  their  birth  and  there, 
also,  in  1828,  ihey  were  marrie<l.  Horace  Blood 
was  a  harness-maker  by  tr.ade  but,  in  1834,  upon 
leaving  tlii'  (Irecn  Mt>untain  State,  emigrated  to 
New  York  and  eiigageil  in  farming.  He  served 
witli  distinction  in  the  Patriot  War  and  was  prom- 
inent in  local  affairs,  serving  as  School  Treasurer 
and  Commissioner  and  occupying  other  positions 
of  trust.  Sojourning  in  New  York  State  until  1869 
the  father  of  our  subject  then  deciding  to  push  on 
further  westward,  emigrated  to  Jasjier  Count}-,  Ind., 
where  he  followed  farming  until  his  death,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1889.     He  was  a  good  man  in  the  broadest 


sense  of  the  term  and  made  for  himself  an  honora- 
ble record  for  integrity  and  usefulness.  The  mother 
deiiarted  this  life  at  the  old  homestead  in  Indiana, 
in  1887.  Eleven  children  comprised  the  parental 
famil}-.  embracing   four  sons  and  seven  daughters. 

Mr.  Blood  was  the  second  son  of  his  parents,  and 
at  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War  enlisted  when 
only  a  youth  of  seventeen  j-ears  in  the  Tenth  New 
York  Cavalry.  He  gave  a  faithful  service  of  three 
years  to  his  countrj',  serving  under  Gens.  Stone- 
man.  I'leasanLou  and  Sheridan,  in  Kilpatrick's  Bri- 
gade. He  was  with  the  latter  at  the  capture  of 
Pickett's  Division  and  fought  at  Gettj'sburg  and 
Antietam,  following  the  array  of  the  Potomac  in 
all  of  its  great  movements  and  when  it  covered 
itself  with  glory.  At  Trevilian  Station,  Va.,  he 
was  wounded  in  the  foot,  but  not  so  seriously  as  10 
prevent  his  continuance  with  his  regiment.  lie 
endured  with  fortitude  the  various  hardships  and 
privations  of  army  life,  and  at  the  expiration  of 
his  term  of  service  received  an  honorable  discharge. 

Returning  now  to  his  old  home  in  New  Y'ork 
State,  Mr.  Blood  resumed  his  studies  in  the  acad- 
emy, where  he  remained  one  i|  ear.  He  then  came 
to  this  count}',  locating  in  Plainfield  in  1868  and 
engaged  in  butchering.  Later  he  went  to  his  father's 
home  in  Indiana  where  he  sojourned  two  years.  In 
the  meantime  lie  was  married,  June  29,  1871,  to 
Miss  Caroline  F^incannon.  This  lad}'  was  born  in 
Montezuma,  Ind.,  in  1848,  and  was  tlie  daughter  of 
an  old  soldier  of  the  late  war  who  gave  up  his  life  for 
his  country.  Immediatel}'  after  marriage  the  }'Oung 
couple  came  to  Joliet  and  Mr.  Blood  b?eame  the 
emi)k)ye  of  J.  D.  Paige  in  the  bottling  works, where 
he  continued  until  1879. 

Being  called  upon  now  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
Assistant  Township  Assessor  of  Joliet  Township, 
Mr.  Blood  entered  upon  the  duties  of  this  position 
wiiich  he  held  three  years.  Next  he  was  made  en- 
gineer of  the  City  F'ire  Department  and  was  thus 
occui)ied  until  the  spring  of  1888.  Still  advanc- 
ing, he  was  next  appointed  Chief  of  Police,  and  in- 
troduced man}'  reforms  in  connection  with  the 
force,  which  under  his  supervision  increased  in 
numbers  and  efficiency.  At  the  close  of  his  police 
duties,  in  .lime,  1890,  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
T.  1'.  Houghton,  and   commenced  dealing  in  coal. 
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coke,  etc.  His  business  lieadquarlers  arc  at  No. 
731,  Washington  Street,  and  his  patrons  are  num- 
bered among  tiie  leading  residents  of  the  city. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blood  tlierc  li;is  been  l)orn  a 
faraiU'  of  six  interesting  eliildren,  the  eldest  nf 
whom,  a  son,  Harry,  died  when  four  years  old.  'J'he 
survivors  are  Otto,  Ernest,  Christine,  Hor.Tce  and 
Myra.  The3-  occupy  a  snug  home  on  Bluff  Street 
and  enjoy  the  association  of  many  friends.  Mr. 
Blood  belongs  to  Lodge  No.  23,  I.  O.  O.  F.  at 
Lockport,  and  Bartlcson  I'ost,  No.  fi,  G.  A.  R.  at 
Joliet,  also  Lodge  No.  2.  l'.  V.  U.  at  .loliet. 


in  Onondnga  County.  He  was  there  for  some 
thi-ee  years,  working  as  a  farm  hand,  and  in  1810 
sought  the  pioneer  Slate  of  Illinois,  lie  hired  out 
here    for    the  (iist  summer,    but  the  next  summer, 


:,  ACOB  SPAILIJING  is  distinguished  as 
being  the  oldest  living  ])ioneer  of  Wheat- 
land Township,  where  he  has  made  his  home 
<^J  for  nearly  half  a  century,  and  it  gives  us 
pleasure  not  only  to  record  his  life  in  this  volume, 
but  also  to  present  his  portrait  on  the  opposite 
pngc.  He  is  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  carrving  on 
Ills  business  at  his  well-appointed  farm  on  section 
21,  so  as  to  derive  a  good  income  therefrom,  and, 
free  fr(.im  the  necessity  of  ctmstant  labor  that 
besi-t  his  eaily  years,  he  can  eiijoj-  the  fruits  of  a 
well-siienl  life  .as  it  declines  toward  its  close. 

Mr.  Spaulding  was  born  in  Norfolk  County, 
Kngland.  August  23,  181(J,  to  Jacob  and  Mary 
Siiaulding,  who  were  also  natives  of  that  country. 
The  early  years  of  his  life  n-eres)ient  in  the  land  of 
his  nativity,  and  hi'  was  reiired  as  a  farmer  and 
laborer,  receiving  but  few  advantages  in  the  line 
of  education  while  he  remained  on  his  native  soil. 
,\fter  coming  to  this  coinitry  he  attended  the 
evening  schools  in  this  State,  ;uh1  ac(piired  the 
rudiments  of  an  education.  In  1.S36  he  took  his 
life  and  fortunes  in  his  own  hanils  and  emigrated 
to  America,  taking  passage  at  Varinouth  on  a  sail- 
ing-vessel, and  after  a  voy.age  of  eight  weeks  and 
four  days  landing  in  tiuebec,  Canada.  He  did  not, 
however,  make  a  lengthy  st.ay  in  the  (Queen's  domin 
ion.  but  }:rossed  the  border  to  Jefferson  County, 
N.  V. 

.Vfter   working   there  as  a   farm   hand   for  a  few 
months,  Mr.  Spaulding  then  took   up  his  residence 


being    nuu'i 


nt,    he    be^an    farming  on 


shares.  He  was  thus  engaged  for  two  seasons,  and 
finally  settled  on  his  present  farm  in  1844.  This 
he  had  purchased  tlie  year  before  from  the  Govern- 
ment, [laying  ■■i'1.2.')  an  aero  for  the  eighty  acres 
thai  tlieu  coiHiirised  his  homestead.  When  he 
settled  on  it  the  surrounding'  country'  was  very 
sparsely  inhabited,  and  his  farm  was  in  a  lonely 
[ilace,  there  being  no  (ilher  house  between  it  and 
Plainfield.  A  furrow  bad  not  been  turned  on  the 
laud,  and  our  subject  had  to  begin  at  the  very 
beginning  an<l  evolve  his  farm  from  the  wild 
prairie,  the  land  being  just  as  the  Indians  bad 
left  it. 

A  great  deal  of  pi(.meer  work  has  been  accom- 
l>lislied  Ijy  the  systematic  labor  of  Mr.  Spaulding, 
and  under  his  skillful  hand  the  farm  h;is  become 
linely  improved;  he  has  added  to  its  acre.ageuntil 
lie  now  has  one  hundred  and  si.xty  acres  of  as  fer- 
tile and  finelj-  tilled  farming  land  as  m.ay  be  found 
in  the  township.  Here  he  and  his  wife  have  built 
ui)  a  substantial  home,  supi)lled  with  all  the  nec- 
essities and  comforts  of  life.  To  this  gootl  woman 
wiio  presides  over  his  household,  Mr.  Spaulding 
was  united  in  marriage  January  1,  1818.  Mrs. 
Spankling's  maiden  name  was  Jane  Vinson,  and 
she  was  born  in  Cornwall  County,  England,  Febru- 
aiy  13,  1827.  Her  parents  were  William  and  Mary 
(Corry)  \'insen,  natives  of  England.  In  1833, 
when  Mrs.  Sjiaulding  was  in  her  sixth  year,  she 
accompanied  her  parents  to  America,  sailing  from 
Bedford,  and  after  a  voyage  of  eleven  weeks  land- 
ing on  Prince  Edward  Island.  On  the  ver^'  next 
trip  of  the  vessel  in  which  their  journey  had  been 
made,  she  sank  about  a  half  mile  from  Charlotte- 
town,  Prince  Edward  Island,  but  another  ship 
rescued  her  passengers.  Tlie  family  lived  on  the 
Island  until  1814,  and  in  that  year  came  to  Illinois 
p.nd  resided  in  Kendall  County  for  a  short  time. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spaulding  have  been  born  ten 
children,  six  of  whom  are  still  living — Martha, 
wife  of  Lansing  Lockwood;  Ednnind;  Flora,  wife 
of  Hugh    Lemmer;  Cora,  wife   of   Lewis  Harford ; 


646 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


Frank;  and  Nina  E.,  wife  of  James  Peck.  The 
names  of  the  deceased  children  are:  Jacob  W., 
Mary  P.,  Richard  W.  and  Charles  II. 

Coming  here  when  in  the  prime  of  a  vigorous 
manhood,  and  having  passed  so  n)any  of  the  y^'ars 
of  his  life  here,  Mr.  Spaulding  is  well  known  and 
is  greatly  esteemed,  his  reputation  for  veracity, 
integrity,  and  unostentatious  piety  being  of  the 
highest.  As  School  Director  and  as  Librarian  of 
the  Library,  which  positions  he  has  held  for  several 
years,  educational  matters  have  received  careful 
attention  from  him.  He  was  at  one  time  Pound 
Master.  He  and  his  wife  are  among  the  most  res- 
pected members  of  the  Bai)tist  Church,  and  lead 
consistent  Christian  lives. 


-:a- 


\¥/OHN  FRIDLEY.  This  gentleman  is  one  of 
those  residents  of  Florence  Township  whose 
position  demonstrates  the  ability  which  as 
farmers  and  financiers  have  marked  their 
lives.  Beginning  his  worldly  career  .as  a  poor  man 
on  rented  Jand,  he  has  accumulated  a  large  share 
of  lliis  world's  goods,  including  a  fine  tract  of 
two  hundred  and  thirty-seven  acres  of  productive 
land.  It  is  situated  on  section  9,  and  attracts 
more  than  a  jjassing  glance  from  the  |3asser-by  on 
account  of  the  large  barns  and  other  good  out- 
buildings that  adorn  it,  the  neatness  and  order 
manifested  in  all  its  [)arts.  and  tlie  homelike  and 
well  built  residence,  under  whose  roof  one  is  sure 
that  geniality  and  good  cheer  abound, 

Mr.  Fridley  was  born  in  Switzerland,  in  Febru- 
ary, 1822,  and  is  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Mary  Frid- 
le}',  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  that  romantic 
land.  The  family  is  of  German  stock,  as  are  most 
of  the  residents  of  the  section  of  Switzerland  In 
which  they  lived.  He  of  whom  we  write  is  the 
sixth  child  of  a  family  of  nine  sons  and  daughters. 
In  his  native  land  he  was  reared  and  remained  un- 
til he  was  thirty-three  years  old.  He  then  em- 
barked for  America  accoippanied  by  his  bride,  and 
made  his  home  in  Joliet  for  a  few  months.  In 
185G  he  removed  to  Reed's  Grove,  Jackson  Town- 
ship, where  he  prosecuted  his  labors  until   1870,  at 


which  time  he  removed  to  the  farm  he  now  occu- 
pies. On  this  tract  of  land  he  has  made  the  ex- 
cellent improvements  that  mark  it  as  the  home  of 
a  man  of  energy  and  good  judgment. 

The  lady  who  on  November  28,  1855,  became 
the  wife  of  our  sultject,  was  known  in  her  maiden- 
hood as  Miss  Mary  Yonker.  She  was  born  in 
Switzerland  in  1829,  and  still  lives  to  enjoy  with 
husband  and  children  the  comforts  earned  by  years 
of  industry  and  prudence.  The  only  son  of  our 
subject  and  his  wife  is  John  F.,  who  on  January 
4,  1881,  married  Miss  Mattie  A.  Yonker,  of  Mor- 
ris; he  remains  at  the  old  home  assisting  his  father 
in  the  care  of  the  estate.  The  only  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fridley  is  Mary  A.  This  lady  on 
October  14,  1885,  became  the  wife  of  Benjamin 
Yonker,  of  Morris,  a  half  brother  of  her  sister  in- 
lavv.  They  are  now  living  on  a  farm  in  the  same 
township  as  her  iiarcnts.  'i'lie  vote  and  influence 
of  Mr.  Fridley  was  given  to  the  Republican  party 
ill  whose  principles  he  is  a  firm  believer.  He  be- 
longs to  the  Evanglical  Church.  Not  only  by  his 
associate  members,  but  by  all  to  whom  he  is  known, 
ho  is  respected  for  his  uprightness  and  ability, 
while  the  members  of  his  family  are  likewise  re- 
garded with  favor  by  their  acquaintance. 


\ipT' ITZ  J.  ROBINS,  one  of  the  oldest  settlers 
\rrl[§))  of  Wheatland,  did  good  service  as  a  pio- 
i_l\  "^  neer  of  the  county  in  the  early  years  of  its 
settlement,  actively  assisting  in  the  development  of 
its  rich  agricultural  resources,  and  is  now  enjoying 
the  fruits  of  his  early  labors  in  his  pleasant  home, 
finely  located  on  section  27,  on  one  of  the  best 
cultivated  farms  in  the  township. 

Mr.  Robins  is  an  Englishman  by  birth,  his  native 
place  being  on  the  Isle  of  Wight  in  the  English 
CUiannel,  where  he  was  born  October  2,  182G,  to 
James  and  Sarah  (Holly)  Robins.  His  paternal 
grandfather  was  Joseph  Rollins. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  fourth  child  in 
his  father's  family,  and  p.assed  the  early  3'ears  of 
his  childhood  on  his  native  isle,  remaining  an  in- 
mate of  the  parental  household   till  his  sixteenth 
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year.  He  was  tlien  apprenticed  to  a  general  car- 
perter  and  wagon- maker  in  Devonshire,  England, 
and  liad  served  for  two  years  to  learn  the  trade. 
Ambitious  to  see  something  nmre  of  life  tind  to 
visit  this  country,  of  which  lie  hiid  heard  xi  njuch, 
thinking  that  liis  prospects  of  earning  something 
more  than  a  mere  livelihood  woidd  he  better  here 
than  in  the  land  of  his  hiilli,  he  emigrated  to  the 
United  Stales  in  181:'.,  taking  passage  at  South- 
amiiton  on  a  sailing  vessel,  anil  after  a  voyage  of 
about  five  weeks,  landing  in  New  York  City.  He 
came  directly  to  Illinois  and  for  a  short  time 
worked  at  his  trade  in  Chicago.  Uljserving  the 
many  advantages  that  the  remarkably  fertile  soil 
of  Illinois  gave  to  the  farmer,  he  abandoned  his 
calling  to  give  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1845,  located  on  his  present  farm. 
This  was  at  tlic  time  in  a  wild  condition,  he  being 
the  first  white  man  to  locate  on  it.  His  fii'st  work 
was  to  erect  a  small  frame  house,  one  and  one  half 
story  in  height  and  16x20  feet  in  dimensions,  which 
he  made  his  home  for  a  nuralier  of  years.  In  1H71 
he  remodeled  .-md  adilcd  to  it  an<l  made  his  pics- 
ent  commodious,  coin  cnicnlly  arranged  dwcllhig. 
His  farm  comprises  one  hundred  and  twenty-live 
acres  of  land,  which  he  has  j)!aced  under  good  cul- 
tivation and  has  s!ip|)lied  with  e.vcellent  improve- 
ments. 

October  2.  1851,^Mr.  Robins  and  Miss  Klizabcth 
Kinl'^y  were  united  in  marriage.  She  is  a  native 
of  Prince  Edward  Island,  born  July  3,  1832,  and 
a  daughter  of  William  and  Ann  (Allen)  Kinley. 
Her  father  was  a  native  of  the  Isle  of  Man  and  her 
mother  was  born  in  Nova  Scotia,  both  being 
ilcscendanls  of  a  sterling  English  ancestry. 

To. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robins  has  been  born  a  large 
famil3''of  children,  of  whom  the  following  eight 
survive:  William  K.,a  resident  of  Cherokee  Countj", 
Iowa;  Alfred  M.;  Idell  C,  wife  of  R.  8.  Sager,  of 
Story  Count}',  Iowa;  Lucy  A.,  wife  of  M.  J.  Ken- 
son,  of  Story  County,  Iowa;  Ethel  M.,  wife  of 
J.  C.  Eyer;  Eva  I.,  wife  of  Albert  Lemer,  Ijuena 
Vista,  Iowa;  Russell  C,  and  liertha:  The  names 
of  the  deceased  children  are  Georgina,  Lizzie,  John 
J.  and  James. 

Through  his  long  residence  here  Mr.  Robins  is 
well-known,  and  he  is   regarded    as    a  thoroughly 


good  man,  wliose  life  is  guideil  by  piinciples  of 
rectitude  and  unswerving  integrity,  whose  lo\al 
citizenship  is  an  honor  to  the  place  ,  and  whose  will- 
ing helpfulness  and  roundabout  common  sense 
makes  him  a  good  neighbor  and  a  safe  counselor. 
He  favors  all  schemes  for  improving  his  adopted 
t(iwnship,  .■ind  did  gocid  service  as  Road  Commis- 
sioner in  the  term  that  he  held  the  office.  He  is  a 
Prohibitionist  in  politics.  '  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  PlaiiiDeld,  and 
cheerfull}'  give  their  support  to  every  good  work 
that  is  carried  on  by  its  pastor  and  nioin))ers. 

-^s  Al-r.  EDWARD  M.  ALLISTER  is  classed 
among  the  leading  fai'iners  of  Plaiiilicld, 
where  he  has  a  farm  that  in  |iuint  of  culti- 
vatictn  and  general  imiirovement  is  considered  one 
of  the  most  desirable  in  the  township.  Our  sub- 
ject, is  a  fine  rei)reseiitative  of  the  citizen-soldiers 
(if  the  I'liited  States  who  fought  in  the  late  war 
and  saved  the  I'liion  from  dissolution,  and  he  won 
an  honorable  iee<ii(t  as  an  intelligent,  brave  soldier 
and  ellicient  leader. 

The  Captain  was  born  in  ihe  town  of  Salem, 
Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  December  24,  1828. 
His  father,  William  McAllister,  was  a  native  of  the 
same  town,  and  a  son  of  the  Hon.  Hamilton  Mc- 
Allister, a  native  of  Se(jlland.  He  was  Ijorn  and 
reared  in  that  country,  and  came  from  there  to 
America  accompanied  l)y  two  brothers, one  of  whom 
settled  in  Philadelphia  and  the  other  in  New 
Vdik.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  agent 
f(n-  a  company  of  large  land-owners,  and  held 
power  of  attorney  to  do  business  for  them.  He 
was  one  of  the  three  first  white  men  who  ever  set- 
tled at  Salem,  where  he  took  up  a  tract  of  timber 
land  and  cleared  a  fine  farm.  He  soon  began  to 
take  a  leading  part  in  public  life,  and  was  one  of 
the  foremost  citizens  of  Washington  Count}'.  He 
was  its  first  Sheriff,  and  represented  the  county  in 
the  State  Legisl.ature.  That  was  the  time  when 
each  member  had  to  pay  his  own  expenses,  and  as 
money  was  scarce,  many  of  the  l^islatois  had  to 
resort  to   various  expedients  to   foot    their    bills, 
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ami  it  is  lolil  of  liini  lliat  liis  faitlifiil  wife  made 
butter  and  sent  it  to  Albany  to  pay  liis  board,  la 
the  early  day.s  of  settlement  of  the  county  there 
were  no  mills,  and  on  one  occasion  Lis  wife  took  a 
saei<  of  wlieat  on  horseback  by  an  Indian  trail  to 
Albany,  forty  miles  distant.  The  maiden  name  of 
the  grandmother  of  our  subject,  was  Sarah  Dick, 
and  she  was  born  in  Ireland,  and  was  of  Scotch 
ancestry. 

The  father  of  our  subject  grew  to  stalwart  man- 
hood in  his  native  county,  and  followed  agricul- 
ture all  his  da3S,  placing  himself  aaiong  the  most 
substantial  and  well-to-do  farmers  of  the  county. 
He  inherited  a  part  of  the  old  h  )mestead  and 
bought  out  the  interest  of  the  other  heirs  in  it,  and 
tiiere  his  entire  life  was  passed  in  tranquillity  and 
prosperity.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was 
Anna  Shouiller,  and  sije  was  also  born  in  Wash- 
ington County.  Her  father,  Andrew  Shoudler, 
is  thought  to  have  been  a  native  of  tlie  same 
county,  his  ancestry  originating  in  Holland.  lie 
was  a  farmer  and  also  kept  a  tavern  on  the  Troy 
and  Whitehall  Road.  He  spent  his  last  years  on  a 
farm.  The  mother  of  our  subject  died  on  tlie  old 
humestead  eight  yenrs  after  his  father  departed  this 
life.  To  tiiat  wortliy  couple  were  born  six  chil- 
dren, live  of  whom  were  reared  to  maturity-.  Archi- 
bald was  a  pioneer  farmer  of  Plamfield,  coming 
here  in  1S48,  and  he  dietl  in  Chicago.  William  K. 
was  for  many  3'ears  one  of  tlie  most  eminent 
members  of  the  legal  profession  in  Illinois.  He 
was  at  one  time  .Judge  of  the  old  Recorder's 
Court,  of  Cliicago;  from  1870  to  1873  he  sat  on 
the  Supreme  Bench  of  the  State.  After  his  resig- 
nation from  tliat  po.Tition  he  was  again  elected  a 
memlier  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  Cook  County,  and 
served  in  that  capacity  until  he  was  called  to  be 
Judge  of  the  Appellate  Court,  and  he  held  that 
office  at  the  time  of  his  death  at  his  home  in 
Ravenswood,  Chicago,  in  1888  or  ISSll.  Our  sub- 
ject's sister,  Catherine,  married  .lohii  C.  Walker, 
and  lives  in  New  York  State.  His  brother,  Jesse, 
who  was  a  farmer  and  stock  man,  is  now  deceased. 
He  of  whom  we  write  passed  the  earl3'  jears  of  his 
life  in  his  native  State,  but  in  the  prime  and  vigor 
of  the  0])ening  years  of  his  manhood  he  left  the  scenes 
of   his  3outii    and    his   many   friends,   having   re- 


solved to  see  what  life  held  for  him  on  the  bound- 
less prairies  of  the  "Great  West,"  and  coming  to 
Illinois,  he  cast  in  iiis  lot  with  the  settlers  of  Will 
County,  locating  on  the  farm  that  he  still  occu- 
pies, and  which  under  his  careful  and  skillful  man- 
agement is  made  to  yield  large  harvests  and  a 
comfortable  income.  He  was  busily  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  when  the  first  alarm  of  the 
war  was  sounded,  and  he  was  prompt  to  offer 
his  services  to  his  country.  He  previously  been 
Ca[»tain  of  a  companj'  of  .State  militia,  and  April 
21,  1861,  it  was  called  out  by  the  Governor  and 
sent  to  Cairo,  and  was  there  organized  as  Company 
K,  Tenth  Illinois  Infantry,  but  September  1  was 
mustered  in  as  Company  K,  First  Illinois  Artillery, 
generally  known  and  spoken  of  in  histories  as  Mc- 
Allister's Battery,  in  honor  of  its  brave  Captain. 
Our  subject  was  soon  solicited  by  Geu.  Prentiss, 
the  commander,  to  remain  and  take  charge  of  the 
fort.  The  Captain  hired  men,  whom  he  paid  out 
of  his  own  pocket,  to  recruit  a  com))any,  of  which 
he  was  commissioned  Captain,  and  was  in  command 
at  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  where  his  men,  inspired  by 
his  presence  and  spirited  example,  did  noble  serv- 
ice. The  hardships  and  privations  of  military  life 
[iroved  too  great  for  even  the  hardy  constitution 
of  our  subject,  and  soon  after  that  battle  he  was 
obliged  to  succumb  to  sickness  and  to  resign  his 
position.  He  returned  home,  and  as  soon  as  suf- 
ficiently recuperated  from  ill-health,  he  resumed 
fanning,  .and  has  ever  since  been  prosperously  en- 
gaged at  that,  having  his  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  choice  farming  laud  under  high  cul- 
tivation, and  has  it  amply  supplied  with  substantial, 
roomy  buildings,  and  all  the  needed  appliances  for 
carrying  on  agriculture  after  the  best  methods. 

Capt.  McAllister  had  the  good  fortune  to  secure 
in  the  wife,  to  whom  he  was  wedded  in  ISGO,  a 
true  helpmate  and  companion,  one  who  knows  well 
how  to  make  home  pleasant  and  attractive.  Mrs. 
McAllister's  maiden  name  was  Fanny  M.  Bebee, 
and  she  is,  like  himself,  a  native  of  Salem,  N.  Y., 
a  daughter  of  Norman  and  Sophie  Bebee.  Five 
children  have  been  born  to  our  subject  and  his 
wife,  namely:  Carrie,  Ada,  Jessie,  Clyde  and  Will- 
iam King,  the  latter  being  deceased. 

Honorable  and  upright,  a  loyal  citizen,  true  hus- 
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band,  tender  father  and  faitliful  friend,  in  our  sulj- 
ject  lownsliii)  and  count}'  find  an  exninjile  of  llieir 
best  citizenshi[).  The  Captain  voles  witli  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  is  one  of  its  strongest  sup- 
porters in  liiis  vicinity.  He  is  pul)lic-spirited  and 
takes  a  deep  interest  in  civic  affairs,  and  lias  repre- 
sented riainfield  on  the  County  Board  of  Su[)er- 
visors.  Sociall}-,  he  is  a  member  of  Plainfield 
Lodge,  No.  53T3,  A,  ¥.  A  A.  M.  A  man  of  clear 
and  progressive  views  on  all  questions  of  general 
interest  religiously,  he  is  a  I'niversalist,  he  and 
his  family  being  members  of  the  Universalist  So- 
ciety, of  I'lainfield. 


RF.DERICK  SEIIRING.  The  brewery  in- 
terests of  "Will  County  acknowledge  as 
among  their  leading  men  the  subject  of  this 
notice,  a  portrait  of  whom  appears  on  the  opposite 
page.  He  is  prominent  in  the  affairs  of'.Ioliel  and 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Citj-  Council  since  1874. 
Of  German  birth  and  parentage,  he  was  born  in 
Langen  Duchy,  Hesse-Darmstadt,  December  19, 
IS'M.  His  father,  Wcigand  Seining,  was  a  soldier 
in  the  War  of  ISi;!,  in  German}',  and  married  Mar- 
garetha  Keim.  They  came  to  America  in  1847, 
settling  in  Frankfort  Township.  Will  County, 
where  the  father  occupied  himself  as  a  farmer  until 
lS.''i4,  Tliat  year  he  remove<l  with  his  family  to 
.Toliet  and  conducted  an  hotel  until  1800,  while  in 
the  meantime,  Frederick,  who  was  fond  of  his 
books,  devoted  himself  to  stud}'.  At  their  home 
in  .loliet,  the  parents  both  pas.sed  to  their  last  rest, 
iMr.  Seining  began  his  business  career  as  a 
Deputy  Clerk  in  the  Recorder's  ofBce  of  the  county, 
where  he  remained  until  18G:5.  He  was  then 
elected  County  Treasurer  and  served  two  terms;  in 
March,  1874,  he  was  elected  to  re()resent  his  ward 
in  the  City  Council,  where  he  has  since  served  with 
credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  his  constitu- 
ents. Ho  at  an  early  age  evinced  unusual  business 
capacities  and  in  1 808,  had  accumulated  sutlicicnt 
means  to  go  into  business,  which  he  did  in  com- 
pany with  a  ])artner  under  llie  (irni  name  of  .Joseph 
Braun  A-  Co.      With  >:(;,ono  capital  thev  eslahlished 


what  has  now  bect)me  one  of  the  linest  breweries  in 
the  Northwest.  This  was  conducted  successfully 
until  January,  1883,  when  it  was  enlarged  and  in- 
corporated under  the  title  of  the  F'red  Sehring 
Brewery  Company,  with  our  subject  as  President; 
Henry  Sehring.  Vice-President;  H.  F\  Piepenbrink, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  and  L.  J.  Sehring,  Super- 
intendent. The  new  corporation  started  in  with  a 
(•M[)it.al  stock  of  §50,000,  and  the  following  month 
bought  out  the  brewery  of  Henry  Eder  opposite. 
The  brewery  now  lias  a  capacity  of  thirty  thousand 
barrels  per  year  and  give  employment  to  twenty- 
five  men.  The  |)lant  occui)ies  about  five  acres  of 
ground  and  with  its  buildings  and  machinery  is  of 
great  value,  being  one  of  the  leading  institutions 
of  Illinois  and  furnishing  the  beverage  not  only  to 
city  of  Joliet,  but  the  towns  surrounding. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  married  January 
IG,  1855,  in  Joliet,  to  Mrs.  Louise  Bez,  and  to 
them  have  been  born  six  children,  all  living  and 
named  respectively:  Susan  E.,  Louis  J,,  Maggie, 
the  wife  of  H,  F.  Piepenbrink,  Henry,  Anna  and 
(leorgo.  The  eldest  son,  Louis,  was  born  in  Joliet 
April  12,  1858,  acquiring  his  education  in  the  city 
schools  and  at  an  early  .age  learned  the  brewing 
liusiness  at  which  he  engaged  with  his  father.  Ho 
served  through  an  apprenticeship  with  this  :it  New 
York  and  Chicago,  and  then  returning  to  Joliel, 
took  charge  in  1878,  of  the  business  of  which  he 
has  since  been  Su[)erintendent.  Ijike  his  honored 
father  he  has  been  prominent  in  local  .affairs,  repre- 
senting the  Third  Ward  in  the  City  Council  for  two 
years. ( 1885-86).  Aside  Irom  this,  however,  he  has 
devoted  himself  n.ainly  to  business  and  displays 
ability  and  judgment  beyond  that  usually  evinced 
by  men  of  his  years.  He  belongs  to  the  various 
civic  societies  of  the  city  and  is  highly  spoken  of 
by  all  who  know  him.  The  father  cerlaiidy  has 
reason  to  be  |)roud  of  his  son. 

Our  subject,  politically,  is  a  stanch  Democrat. 
He  has  for  many  years  been  prominently  connected 
with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  rep- 
resenting it  in  the  Grand  Lodge  .and  is  likewise 
identified  with  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  has 
gained  considerable  distinction  in  politics,  being 
nominated  in  the  fall  of  1K74  by  the  liberal  Demo- 
crats to  the  State  Senate,  asainsi  ().  M.   Marshall. 
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the  Republican,  and  C.  Fiazier,  the  Granger  can- 
didate. Mr.  MarshiiU  was  elected  by  twelve  ma- 
jority over  Mr.  Seliring,  who  contested  the  election 
and  proved  the  existence  of  one  hundred  and  forty 
illegal  votes — the  committee  reporting  these  in  his 
favor.  When  put  to  the  regular  vote  the  Repub- 
licans and  G  rangers  stood  twenty-six  for  Blarshall 
and  twenty-three  for  Seliring. 


1^^  ICIIAEL  RAPPAL.  The  farming  com- 
miinitj'  of  Joliet  Township  recognizes  a 
li'  worthy  representative  in  the  subject  of 
this  notice,  who  pursues  the  even  tenor  of 
his  way  at  a  well-developed  farm  on  section  7,  and 
who  exercises  a  considerable  intluence  in  his  com- 
munity. He  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  its  most  re- 
iialiie  men,  and  has  held  the  various  local  olliccs. 
serving  as  Commissioner  of  Highways  six  3'ears, 
also  as  School  Director,  and  in  politics  is  a  Demo- 
crat. He  was  roared  in  the  fjiith  of  the  Catholic 
C'huich,  to  whii-ii  he  and  his  estimable  wife  belong, 
attending  services  at  Joliet. 

In  noting  the  antecedents  of  our  subject,we  find 
tliat  he  is  the  son  of  Samuel  Rappal,  a  native  of 
what  was  then  the  French  Province  of  Alsace,  but 
which  now  belongs  to  Germany.  Tlic  mother  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Barbara  Anser.  She  was  a 
native  of  the  same  village  as  her  husband,  where 
they  were  married  and  lived  for  several  years  after- 
ward. In  1846  they  decided  upon  emigrating  to 
America,  and  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  the  spring  of 
the  year,  coming  directly  to  Will  County,  111.,  and 
settling  in  Joliet.  The  father  occupied  himself  as 
a  farmer,  and  died  there  in  the  spring  of  1867. 
The  mother  survived  her  husband  a  number  of 
years,  dying  at  tlie  home  of  her  son,  our  subject, 
about  1885. 

To  Samuel  Rappal  and  his  good  wife  there  was 
born  a  family  of  five  children,  the  eldest  of  whom 
was  he  whose  name  heads  this  sketch.  He  was  a 
native  of  the  same  province  as  his  parents,  and  was 
born  August  25,  1833.  He  was  a  lad  of  thirteen 
jears  when  the  family  emigrated  to  America,  and 
he  sojourned  with  them  about  four  years  thereafter, 
lu  the  spring  of   1850,  when  a  3'outh  of  seventeen 


years,  he  started  for  California,  joining  the  caravan 
which  was  hastening  thither  in  search  of  gold. 
After  an  absence  of  about  eighteen  months  he  was 
content  to  return  home,  and  thereafter!^ followed 
the  peaceful  pursuits  of  farm  life.  In  addition  to 
this  he  has  also  been  considerably  interested  in 
buying  and  shipping  horses,  especially  during  the 
war,  and  for  some  time  afterward. 

Mr.  Rappal  was  married,  in  Chicago,  III.,  Sep- 
tember 4,  1853,  to  Miss  Antoinette  Drendel.  This 
lady  was  also  a  native  of  the  Province  of  Alsace, 
and  was  born  May  7,  1833.  Her  parents  were  of 
German  ancestry,  and  are  now  deceased.  She  came 
to  America  with  her  parents  about  1846,  and  of 
her  union  with  our  subject  there  have  been  born 
six  children,  viz:  Teresa,  Louisa,  Mary  (the  wife 
of  .John  Kiep),  William,  Anna  and  Joseph.  The 
five  unmarried  children  remain  at  home  with  their 
parents.  Mr.  Rai)pal,  about  1867,  purchased  his 
present  farm,  which  comprises  two  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  elioice  land,  upon  which  he  has 
effected  good  improvements.  He  has  been  indus- 
trious, frugal  and  temperate,  and  has  acquired  a 
comi)etency. 

!=S^5- 

OIIN  J.  RINCKER  is  the  owner  and  occu- 
pant of  one  of  the  fine  farms  in  Crete 
Township.  He  is  the  representative  of  a 
family  of  considerable  prominence  in  Nas- 
sau, Germany.  His  father,  Phillip  H.  Rincker,  was 
born  in  Prussia  and  became  a  mechanic,  owning  a 
bell  and  brass  foundry  and  manufacturing  machines, 
that  being  the  business  in  which  his  father  and 
grandfather  before  him  had  been  employed.  He 
married  Elizabeth  Tribnel,  who  was  also  born  and 
reared  in  Nassau,  and  who,  like  her  husband,  came 
of  a  good  German  familj-.  Mr.  Rincker  was  suc- 
cessful in  business,  leaving  his  foundr3'  to  one  of 
his  sons  who  is  continuing  it  with  credit  to  his 
worthy  sire.  The  bells  that  peal  in  all  the  prom- 
inent churches  of  Germany  were  cast  at  the  Rinck- 
er foundry.  Mrs.  Rincker  died  when  seventy 
years  old,  her  husband  surviving  a  few  years  and 
breathing  his  last  at  the  age  of  seventy-five.  Tbej' 
were  piomineut  members  of  the  German  Reformed 
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(Presbyterian)  Church  and  were  not  only  highly 
regarded  on  account  of  their  connection  with  fam- 
ilies of  note  and  their  abundant  means,  but  on 
account  of  their  personal  character  and  genuine 
worth.  Their  family  comprised  ten  children,  seven 
sons  and  three  daughters.  Four  of  the  eiiildren 
came  to  America  and  two  of  lliem  have  since  died. 
Of  the  entire  family  but  two  sons  and  one  daugli- 
ter  are  now  living. 

Tlie  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  was  l)orii 
in  Nassau,  November  21,  1819,  and  received  a  fine 
education  in  his  native  tongue,  as  well  as  in  Latin 
and  French  in  his  native  city.  He  was  the  oldest 
but  one,  in  the  iiarcntal  family,  lie  learned  the 
trade  of  a  bell  caster,  together  with  a  knowledge 
of  the  various  departments  of  the  business  carried 
on  bj'  his  father.  While  yet  a  single  man  he  de- 
termined to  make  a  home  in  America,  and  taking 
passage  at  Havre  <le  Grace  on  the  sailing  vessel  Ba- 
tavia,  he  reached  the  western  continent  after  a  te- 
dious voyage  of  four  weeks.  Lanrling  was  made  in 
New  York,  Sejitember  1  "2,  18-17,  this  being  before 
the  establishment  of  Castle  Garden  in  that  city. 

Mr.  Hincker  had  many  of  the  experiences  known 
to  the  early  emigrant  when  starling  out  in  this 
country  among  entire  strangers,  and  was  often  im- 
posed upon  before  he  arrived  at  Buffalo.  He  had 
a  ticket  to  Chicago,  but  was  obliged  to  stop  and 
earn  money  to  buy  his  bread,  having  l)ecome  pen- 
niless. Me  finall}-  met  a  man  who  i)roved  a  friend 
in  need  and  gave  him  a  supply  of  eatables  and  sent 
him  on  his  waj'  I'ejoicing.  i'robably  no  prouder 
man  ever  lived  than  was  Mr.  Rincker  at  that  time. 
He  soon  reached  the  new  city  of  Chicago,  which  he 
thought  the  muddiest  place  on  earth. 

H.  W.  Rincker,  a  brother  of  our  subject,  had 
come  to  this  country  some  time  before,  and  upon 
reaching  this  State  and  his  brother's  home,  he  of 
whom  we  write  joined  him  in  the  establishment  of 
a  bell  casting  foundry,  the  two  continuing  in  part- 
nerslii|)  four  years.  During  this  time  they  cast  the 
bell  weighing  eight  thousand  pounds,  which,  from 
its  position  in  the  courthouse,  tolled  forth  the  cal- 
amity which  in  1871,  befell  the  city  that  has  now 
risen,  PlKcni-x  like,  from  her  ashes  into  a  more 
glorious  life.  The  failing  health  of  ^fr.  Rincker 
decided  him  to  leave   the  noise  of  the  shop  and  the 


city  streets,  and  severing  his  connection  witli  Ids 
brother  he  came  to  Will  County,  in  the  fall  of  1851, 
and  became  a  farmer  here.  He  piuchascd  one 
hundred  and  thirty-five  acres  of  lancl  in  Crete 
Township,  the  most  of  which  was  unbroken,  and 
the  greater  part  of  it  covered  with  timlM<r.  This 
he  cleared  and  imi)roved,  subsequently  adding  to 
its  extent  until  his  estate  now  comprises  two  hun- 
dred anil  ninety-five  aci-es,  the  most  of  which  is 
in  an  excellent  state  of  improvement.  His  efforts 
have  made  of  tlu!  farm  what  it  is  to-day,  a  most 
comfortable  home,  and  the  s(.)urcc  of  a  sndicient 
income  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  family  and  make 
[irovisiou  for  declining  years. 

One  of  the  most  important  steps  in  the  life  of 
Mr.  Rincker,  was  his  marriage,  which  took  place 
at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Cook  County.  His 
chosen  companion  was  Miss  Helena  Pushcck.  vvlio 
was  born  in  Sleccal.  Prussia.  Novenilicr  2,  1821, 
and  liad  lived  in  Illinois  from  her  fifteenth  year. 
Her  parents.  Christian  and  Hannah  R.  (Hupsch) 
Pusheck,  had  emigrated  to  the  Ihiiteil  States  and 
settled  on  a  farm  twelve  miles  west  of  Chicago. 
There  the  father  rlied  when  sixty  yeais  of  age.  his 
wife  surviving  him  fourteen  years  and  being 
seventy-five  j'cars  old  at  the  time  of  her  death. 
Both  were  well-known  to  a  large  number  of  the  cit- 
izens of  Cook  County,  and  ranked  among  the  best 
of  the  (iermans  who  had  sought  homes  ir.  Amer- 
ica. They  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
and  carefnily  reared  their  danghtcis  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  right  living  as  well  .as  in  habits  of  use- 
fulness in  domestic  life. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rincker  eleven  children  have 
been  born,  all  l)eiDg  yet  alive  excei)t  Ottelia,  one 
of  a  pair  of  twins,  who  died  when  two  years  old. 
Charles  married  Miss  Lena  Rinne  on  whose  father's 
farm,  they  are  now  living ;  Frank,  who  is  unmarried, 
lives  on  a  farm  in  Minnesota;  August,  who  married 
Matilda  Letz,  operates  a  farm  in  AVatonwan  Coun'y, 
Minn.;  William,  is  his  father's  assistant  at  home: 
Emma  is  the  wife  of  Andrew  Rademacher,  a  farmer 
in  Cr2te  Township;  Anna  married  Leno  Kuessner. 
a  wood  engraver  whose  home  is  in  Chicago;  Mary 
is  the  wife  of  William  Reithel,  who  occupies  a 
farm  in  Calhoun  Conntj',  Iowa;  Matihla  is  the  wife 
of   llenr^-    Meier,    of   Watonwan    County.     Alinn.; 
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Helena,  is  now  in  Chicago;  Johanna,  is  with  her 
parents  at  home.  The  entire  family  are  members 
of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Uincker  is  a  sturdy 
Republican.  After  having  been  in  this  country  twelve 
years  he  made  a  trip  to  the  home  of  his  boyhood, 
spending  about  two  months  with  his  old  frieixls, 
but  very  glad  to  get  back  to  America  again  at  the 
expiration  of  that  time.  The  various  members  of 
the  family  are  nianifesiing  the  traits  of  character, 
kindliness  of  manner,  and  business  tact  and  energy 
that  make  them  worthy  to  boar  the  name  which  has 
desccndeil  to  them. 


^Tr^^OBERT  J.  BOYLAN,  the  owner  of  a  good 
IW(  hi.ime  on  section  15,  Jackson  Township,  is  a 
tii  \V  i)ioncer  of  the  county  and  as  such  deserves 
notice  in  this  volume.  He  was  born  in  Sussex 
County,  N.  J.,  Januar}'  23,  180G,  and  lived  there 
until  lie  attained  his  majority,  learning  surveying 
ami  civil  engineering  after  finishing  tlie  ordinary 
branches.  He  went  to  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  lived  about  seven  years,  during  that 
period  taking  fur  his  wife  Miss  Angeline  Brown. 
That  lady  was  born  in  Onondaga  County,  March 
11,  IHl  1,  and  died  in  .lackson's  Gr(jve,  this  county, 
Kebruary  G,  1841.  To  her  liad  been  born  three 
cliildren — James,  who  died  in  California;  Mary, who 
was  bitten  by  a  rattlesnake  and  died  June  1.5,  183G, 
and  Mary  Jane,  now  widow  of  C.  M.  Kellogg. 

In  November,  1834,  Mr.  Boj'lan  came  to  what  is 
now  "Will  County,  locating  in  Jackson's  Grove 
where  he  has  followed  farming  in  connection  with 
surveying.  He  at  one  time  owned  over  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres  of  land  but  now  owns  but  one 
hundred  and  four.  LTpon  this  he  has  made  all  the 
improvements  it  bears.  He  has  held  the  office  of 
Countj'  Surveyor  eight  years,  has  been  School 
Treasurer  twenty -six  consecutive  years,  was  Road 
Commissioner  and  Treasurer  of  the  Board  sixteen 
consecutive  years,  and  Township  Assessor  eight 
years.  He  has  taken  (piite  an  active  [)art  in  politi- 
cal affairs  and  is  the  only  surviving  member  of  the 
convention  that  was  called  in  183G  to  organize  the 
Democratic  party  of  Will  County.     He  is  also   the 


only  survivor  of  the  petitioners  for  the  setting  off 
of  this  county,  which  was  done  at  Vandalia, January 
(),  1836.  In  former  years  he  acted  with  the  Dem- 
ocratic party,  but  is  now  a  Prohibitionist.  He  and 
his  estimable  wife  belong  to  the  Baptist  Church,  in 
which  he  has  been  a  member  for  fifty  years  and  she 
for  nearly  as  long. 

The  present  Mrs.  Boylan  became  the  wife  of  our 
suliject  in  Wesley,  this  county,  June  10,  1841.  She 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Blargaret  M.  Freer  and 
was  born  in  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.,  June  18, 
1819.  By  this  marriage  there  are  six  living  chil- 
dren namely:  Lavinia,  wife  of  A.  D.  C.  Bugbee; 
Clara,  widow  of  William  Aldrich;  Albert  W. ;  Alice, 
wife  of  W.  A.  Palmer;  Nellie,  wife  of  Albert  E. 
Nof'l,  and  Robert  J.,  Jr.  The  deceased  are  Villetta, 
wife  of  George  Stupider,  who  died  June  12,  1888, 
and  Eugene  who  died  at  the  age  of  six  years. 


<  DDISON  Ct)LLINS.  although  born  in 
Rochester,  N.  Y..  grew  to  manhood  in  this 
iw  county,  living  in  Homer  Township  until 
the  summer  of  1881.  He  then  removed  to 
New  Lenox  \'illage  and,  ab:in<luning  tiie  occupa- 
tion of  farming  in  vvhich  he  hail  pix'vijusly  been 
engaged,  lias  been  living  a  retired  life.  He  owns 
an  excellent  farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres 
in  the  township  in  which  he  former!}^  resided.  His 
natal  d.ay  was  October  25,  1832,  and  he  is  the  sec- 
ond chihl  of  the  Hon.  Addison  and  Sabrina  (Ball) 
Ciillins.  His  father  was  born  in  Lenox,  Mass., 
March  29,  179G,  and  his  mother,  December  18, 
I.S06.  They  first  settled  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  thence 
going  to  r>erkshire,  Tioga  County,  where  they  re- 
mained until  the  fall  of  1833.  They  then  emigrated 
to  Illinois,  locating  in  the  "Yankee  settlement"  of 
this  county,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  lives. 

Addison  Collins,  Sr.,  studied  and  practiced  law 
in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  but  after  coming  West  devoted 
his  attention  to  farming.  He  was  elected  on  the 
Democratic  ticket  to  the  State  Legislature  and 
served  one  term.  He  also  .acted  as  Supervisor  and 
Ju.stice  t>f  the  Peace,  .and  was  the  first  County  Sur- 
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veyor  of  AVill  Count}'.  He  passed  away  Mavoli  27. 
1864,  his  widow  surviving  until  August  29,  1875. 
The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  married  in  Chi- 
cago, January  9, 1857,  to  Miss  Catherine  P.,  daugli- 
Icr  of  tlie  late  Zachariali  W.  and  Sarah  (Il.arding) 
Lynx.  She  was  born  in  Madison  Count}-,  N.  Y., 
June  17,  18;39.  To  herseif  and  husband  seven 
cliildren  liave  been  born.  Orline,  the  firstborn', 
died  when  twelve  years  old;  Albert  is  a  druggist 
in  Pueblo,  Colo.;  Eliza  died  at  the  age  of  six 
months;  Tunis  L.  is  in  the  express  business  in  Chi- 
cago; Mary  is  tlie  wife  of  John  C.  Broadie,  of  New 
Lenox  Townsliip;  Ella  is  a  student  in  the  Jolict 
High  School;  Cora  completes  tiic  family  circle. 
Mr.  Collins  is  a  stanch  Republican.  Mrs.  Collins 
is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 


OHARLKS  C.  SMITH.  It  is  a  pleasure  to 
,  incorporate  in  this  volume  a  sketch  of  the 
life  and  labors  of  C.  C'.  Smith,  of  Channahon, 
and  to  present  on  the  o|)positc  page  his  portrait, 
together  with  that  of  his  estimjible  wife.  He  is 
well  and  widely  known  as  the  possessor  of  a  large 
laniled  estate,  is  considered  one  of  the  best  business 
men  in  the  count}',  and  looked  up  to  for  his  finan- 
cial ability  and  the  many  pleasing  traits  of  char.ac- 
icr  which  he  possesses.  So  wide  is  his  hospitality 
that  he  may  be  said  to  keep  an  open  house,  wherein 
cordial  greeting  and  good  entertainment  for  mind 
and  body  are  met  with.  In  his  domestic  relations 
Mr.  Smith  is  exceptionally  affectionate  and  liberal, 
and  he  is  well  rep.aid  by  the  culture  and  noble 
cliaract(T.s  of  his  offspring  for  the  advantages 
which  he  has  bestowed  upon  them. 

The  birthplace  of  Mr.  Smith  was  Jefferson 
County,  East  Tenn.,and  his  natal  day  May  2,  1818. 
Ilis  parents,  Barton  and  Faithy  (Moore)  Smith, 
were  the  children  of  Revolutionary  soldiers.  The 
Smiths  were  of  the  old  Tennessee  and  the  Moores 
of  the  old  A'irginia  stock,  and  both  lines  of  English 
ancestry.  Barton  Smith  was  the  youngest  in  a 
family  of  six  boys  and  three  girls.  All  his  brothers 
were  present  at  the  battle  of  Horse  Slioe  Bend 
with  (ien.  Jackson,  and    In'.  Iiiniself,  had  slarlcd  to 


join  the  forces,  and  was  several  hundred  miles 
from  home  when  taken  back  by  his  friends. 

Mr.  and  JMrs.  Barton  Smith  removed  from  Ten- 
nessee to  Fountain  County,  Ind.,  and  early  in 
June,  1835,  settled  in  Jolict,  111.  Mr.  Smith 
bought  a  lot,  upon  which  a  little  log  house  stood, 
and  here  in  due  course  of  time  he  made  a  good 
home.  He  carried  on  a  farm,  but  continued  to 
reside  in  Joliet  until  his  death,  in  1862.  He  was 
Police  Magistrate  and  Deputy  County  Collector, 
and  in  various  ways  served  the  county.  His  wife 
survived  him  about  thirteen  years.  Tlieir  family 
consisted  of  four  children,  our  subject  being  the 
eldest  and  the  only  one  now  surviving.  Melinda 
became  the  wife  of  U'illiam  Walters,  and  both  she 
and  her  husband  are  now  deceased,  leaving  a  fam- 
ily; Lucinda  married  Thomas  Hunter,  and  they 
diet!  leaving  two  children;  William  J.  made  his 
liome  at  Genesco,  and  when  called  hence  left  a 
family  of  six  children. 

Charles  C.  Smith  was  eight  years  of  ago  when 
his  itaronts  removed  to  Indiana,  and  in  Fountain 
County  much  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  were 
spent.  When  the  family  removed  to  Joliet  the 
young  man  started  out  as  a  peddler,  making  a 
regular  trip  through  Cook,  Iroquois,  A'crmilion  and 
Will  Counties  with  a  wagon,  and  visiting  the  differ- 
ent localities  every  six  weeks.  In  those  days  there 
was  but  little  money  in  circulation,  and  barter  and 
exchange  was  the  rule.  Young  Smith  traded  his 
goods  for  everything  on  which  he  could  place  a 
value — cattle,  horses,  hides,  tallow,  butter,  eggs. 
coon  skins  and  ginseng  root.  These  he  would  take 
to  Chicago  and  trade  for  more  goods.  This  occu- 
|)atioii  he  followed  for  nine  years,  becoming  well 
known  .and  having  his  coming  looked  forw.ard  to 
by  h'.tuseholders  as  an  event  of  importance. 

The  next  business  enterprise  of  Mr.  Smith  was 
to  rent  the  tract  of  land  upon  which  he  now  lives, 
and  to  collect  all  the  stock  which  he  owned  along 
the  route  from  Danville  hither.  He  i)aid  $5  per 
year  for  a  tract  of  land  u|)on  which  thirty- five 
acres  had  been  broken  and  where  a  comfortable 
house  had  been  built.  Two  years  later,  in  1850, 
he  bought  the  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  which 
he  was  cultivating,  and  to  which  he  has  since  added 
largely.     For   many  years  he  herded    his  cattle  on 
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the  opeu  prairie.  He  lias  now  twenty-nine  luin- 
dred  and  fift}-  acres  of  land,  all  joining,  but  some 
lying  within  the  boundary  of  Wilraington  Town- 
ship. For  many  years  he  was  connected  with  the 
creamery,  and  he  also  had  a  State  contract  to  fur- 
nish the  State  Prison  with  beef  for  eight  years. 
During  one  j-ear  of  this  time  the  value  of  the  meat 
furnished  was  $35,000. 

On  July  24,  18.50,  that  being  the  year  in  which 
he  purchased  his  home,  Mr.  Smitli  was  united  in 
wedlock  with  Miss  Corenza  Burr.  This  estimable 
lady  is  a  daughter  of  Warham  and  Nancy  (Cum- 
mings)  Burr,  natives  of  New  York  and  North 
Carolina  respectively.  Mr.  Burr  was  a  school 
teacher  during  his  earlier  life,  but  eventually  be- 
came the  occupant  of  a  farm  in  Jackson's  Grove, 
this  county,  where  he  died  September  6,  1861,  his 
wife  following  him  to  the  tomb  seven  months  later. 
Mrs.  Burr  was  a  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah 
(Hunt)  Cummings,  with  whom  she  lived  until  her 
marriage,  which  took  place  in  the  Hoosier  State. 
The  Burrs  afterward  removed  to  Cook  Counly,  in 
1833,  first  settling  eight  miles  above  Wilmington, 
)iow  Will  County,  afterward  removing  to  the  vil- 
lage, and  thence  onto  the  farm.  They  were  the 
parents  of  ten  children,  four  of  whom  lived  to 
maturity.  These  are:  Mrs.  Smith,  of  this  sketch; 
Sarah,  wife  of  Lemuel  Short,  of  Grundy  County; 
Ira,  now  a  resident  of  Kansas;  and  Selina  C,  wife 
of  Charles  J.  Longemire,  of  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
One  member  of  the  family  was  killed  in  the  battle 
of  Chickamauga,  Tenn.,  during  the  first  day's 
fight,  his  body  being  left  on  the  Held.  He  and  Mr. 
Longemire  belonged  to  the  same  regiment — the 
One  Hundredth  Illinois  Infantry. 

The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  is  made  up  of 
ten  sons  and  daughters,  all  living  but  one  who  died 
in  infancj' — Barton,  the  eldest,  is  a  member  of  the 
law  firm  of  Baker,  Smith  &  Baker,  of  Toledo, 
Ohio;  he  married  Miss  May  Searles,  and  the}-  have 
two  children — Clifford  Charles  and  I\Iild red;  Emma 
J.  is  the  wife  of  Herman  Unland.  of  Hutchinson, 
Kan.,  and  the  mother  nf  three  children — Corintha 
(,'.,  Lloyd  Barton  and  Bloss  Chester;  William  T. 
is  in  the  real-estate  business  in  ilinueapolis,  Minn.; 
he  is  married  and  has  four  children — Winfrcd 
William,    Ethel    May.    Ruth    and   an    infant;    the 


maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Mary  H.  Fowler; 
Ella  Ma}-  is  the  wife  of  Wallace  B.  Douglas,  a 
lawyer  of  Moorehead,  Minn.,  and  the}'  have  two 
children — Harold  M.  and  Leila  Louise;  Charles  W. 
now  occupies  one  of  his  father's  farms;  he  married 
Margaret  A.  Miller,  and  has  one  son — Charles 
Claibourne;  Lucy  M.,  wife  of  Frank  A.  Miller,  of 
'Joliet;  Cora  Ada  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  H.  F.  Hicks,  a 
dentist  of  Joliet;  Eva  Sarah  is  j'et  at  home;  Floyd 
Herman  is  now  attending  school.  All  have  colle- 
giate educations  except  the  younger  members  of 
the  family,  who  will  receive  the  same  advantages 
in  due  time. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a  Democrat,  and  was  elected  on  the 
party  ticket  for  Supervisor  of  the  town.  He  has 
also  held  as  man}'  minor  offlces  as  he  would  take, 
but  his  large  business  has  precluded  his  holding 
them  at  all  times.  He  is  prominent  in  the  lodges 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and 
Masonic  fraternity,  having  been  connected  with 
the  former  order  for  forty-seven  j'ears,  and  the 
latter  for  thirty  years.  He  was  the  first  member  ■ 
initiated  in  each  of  the  lodges  to  which  he  belongs. 
They  are  Powhan  Lodge,  No.  29,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and 
Channahon  Lodge,  No.  262,  F.  &  A.  M.  He  has 
helped  to  institute  a  number  of  other  lodges. 


OATHAN  BENNETT.  The  record  of  Nath- 
I  an  Bennett  is  one  to  which  he  can  point 
with  just  pride  as  that  of  an  excellent  cit- 
izen, a  faithful  workman,  a  kind  friend  and  an  affec- 
tionate member  of  the  family  circle.  He  is  of 
English  birth  and  parentage,  his  early  days  liaving 
been  spent  in  Midland  where  his  eyes  opened  to 
the  light  in  1845.  His  parents  were  Samuel  and 
Margaret  (Ashley)  Bennett,  and  the  former  was  an 
engineer  in  the  emplo}'  of  the  Crown,  continuing  an 
honorable  service  until  his  death. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  reared  in 
the  manner  usual  to  the  son  of  an  artisan  and  after 
acquiring  his  education,  learned  the  trade  of  pud- 
dling, in  the  government  service.  In  1868  he 
came  to  America  selecting  St.  Louis  as  his  first 
abiding  place.     There  he  was  eng.aged  in  the  Brem- 
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eii  Mills  for  some  raonlbs,  after  which  he  came  to 
Joliel,  III.,  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Joliet 
Steel  ^V()^k.s.  In  1873,  he  began  assisting  iu  tlie 
niaiiufacliiie  of  steel,  at  which  he  has  continued 
until  tlie  present  time,  a  period  of  tweutj'-one 
years — a  record  that  could  only  be  made  by  sobri- 
ety and  faithfulness.  In  addition  to  this  Mr.  Ben- 
nett is  engaged  in  connection  with  the  firm  of 
Deniart  Bennett  in  an  extensive  trade  in  fine  car- 
riages, their  place  of  business  beirg  No.  210  North 
( (ttawa  Street. 

The  dwelling  that  Jlr.  Bennett  owns  and  occupies 
on  Mississippi  Avenue  is  presided  over  by  a  lady 
who  became  his  wife  in  18G7.  She  was  known  in 
her  maidenhood  as  Miss  Mary  Ann  Guy,  and  is  a 
woman  of  worth  of  mind  and  heart.  The  hapiiy 
union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  six  children, 
named  respectively,  Sarah  Ann,  Albert  Edward, 
Kdith,  Mabel,  Marion,  and  Kobert  Arson.  Mr. 
Bennett  is  devotedly  attached  to  his  home  as  well 
lie  niny  be. 

The  Amalgamated  Society  has  repeatedly  made 
.Mr.  Bennett  its  President  and  he  has  been  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Society  of  St.  George  since  its  or- 
ganization, having  been  a  charter  member,  lie 
also  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  Lodge,  No. 
:'.(;.  lie  is  numbered  among  the  meml)ers  of  the 
Ottawa  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


^mu^K^^s^m 


^^  IMON  IIAUSSER.  As  a  contractor  in 
^^^  stone  work,  Mr.  Ilausser  is  well  known 
(i^/j|  throughout  Will  County,  in  which  be  has 
operated  extensively  in  his  line,  and  has 
proved  himself  a  man  prompt  to  meet  his  obliga- 
tions, and  one  who  can  always  be  trusted.  He  ful- 
filled a  contract  of  stone  work  on  the  Alton  Round- 
house, the  County  Jail,  St.  John's  Catholic  Church, 
the  St.  Joseph's  Hospital  and  Convent,  and  for 
n  any  of  the  prominent  residences  of  Joliet  and 
vicinity.  His  long  experience  and  close  attention 
to  business,  together  with  his  induslrj'  and  a  sens- 
ible economy,  have  placed  him  financiall}'  in  a  po- 
sition of  independence. 

The  early  home  of  our  subject  was  in   the   king- 


dom of  Bavaria,  where  he  was  born  April  115, 
18Ut.  He  is  the  son  of  George  and  Eva  (Nied- 
hammer)  Ilausser,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  stone 
mason,  as  w.as  also  his  father  before  him.  George 
Ilausser  spent  his  entire  life  in  his  native  land, 
dying  in  184fi.  The  mother  came  to  America  in 
May,  1854,  and  died  at  the  home  of  her  son 
Simon,  in  Joliet,  September  15,  1854.  The  paren- 
tal family  consisted  of  ten  children,  seven  of  whom 
emigrated  to  America,  and  only  four  of  the  seven 
are  now  living — one  in  New  York,  one  in  New  Jer- 
sey, and  two  in  Joliet. 

Mr.  Ilausser  learned  the  trade  of  a  mason  in  his 
native  country,  Bavaria,  remaining  there  until  1847. 
Then,  a  man  of  twenty-eight  years,  he  resolved 
upon  emigrating  to  America,  and  embarked  upon 
the  long  voyage  in  company  with  a  younger 
brother.  They  landed  in  New  York  Cit}-,  where 
Simon  sojourned  about  two  j-ears,  working  at  Port 
Jarvis,  N.  Y.,  going  from  there  to  Lj-ons,  N.  Y., 
and  thence  to  Batavia,  111.  We  next  find  him  in 
Aurora,  this  State,  whence  he  emigrated  to  Joliet 
in  1849,  arriving  August  15. 

In  Joliet  Mr.  Ilausser  worked  at  his  trade  for  a 
time,  and  then,  desirous  of  seeing  more  of  the 
country,  went  down  to  New  Orleans.  He  onlj- so- 
journed, however,  for  a  brief  time  in  the  Crescent 
City,  deciding  that  there  were  few  more  desirable 
locations  than  the  city  of  Joliet,  to  which  he  ac- 
cordingly returned,  and  has  since  made  it  his 
home. 

In  Joliet  also  Mr.  Ilausser  found  a  wife  and  lielp- 
mate,  being  married,  November  22,  1853,  to  Miss 
Francisca  Horn.  Mrs.  Hausser  was  born  October 
23,  1832,  in  Neukirchen,  Bavaria,  and  came  to 
Joliet  with  friends  in  1853.  Of  this  union  there 
have  been  born  twelve  children,  ten  of  whom  are 
living.  iMary,  Mrs.  Ilagen,  is  a  widow  and  resides 
in  Joliet;  Teresa,  Mrs.  Stciner,  and  George  are 
living  in  Joliet;  Anna  remains  with  her  parents; 
Charles  is  an  ordained  priest  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  and  ofliciates  as  assistant  priest  of  Colum- 
bia Church,  in  Ottawa,  111. ;  Joseph,  who  has  also 
received  priestly  orders,  is  an  assistant  priest,  sta- 
tioned over  the  parish  of  the  Holy  Trinity  Church, 
Chicago;  Caroline  and  Alphonso  remain  under  the 
parental  roof;  Simon  and  Henry  arc  pursuing  their 
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sturlies  in  St.  Francis  College,  at  St.  Francis,  Wis. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hausser  have  also  an  adopted  son, 
Alexander,  an  orphan,  who  has  made  his  home  with 
them  for  about  four  3-ears.  It  is  a  matter  of  great 
satisfaction  to  Mr.  Hausser  that  two  of  his  sous 
are  priests  in  the  Catholic  Church,  in  the  doctrines 
of  wiiich  he  himself  was  trained  from  boyhood, 
and  also  that  two  other  sons  are  likely  to  choose  the 
same  pious  calling  for  their  vocation  in  life.  Mr. 
Hausser  has  been  connected  witii  the  church  since 
his  boyhood,  and  belongs  to  the  Third  order  of  St. 
Francis.  In  politics  he  is  mainly  independent,  aiming 
to  support  the  men  whom  he  considers  best  quali- 
fied for  office.  As  a  business  man  and  a  citizen, 
he  has  made  for  himself  a  good  record, and  enjoys 
in  a  marked  degree  the  esteem  of  those  around 
him.  He  is  mostly  retired  from  active  business, 
and  occupies  a  comfortable  home,  situated  on  arise 
of  ground  on  Broadway  Street,  overlooking  a 
large  portion  of  the  city. 

"^llAMES  B.  AUSTIN.  This  gentleman  bears 
the  reputation  of  lieing  one  of  the  most 
piil)lic-spirited  citizens  of  Homer  Township, 
((©I//  and  he  is  closely  identified  with  its  agricult- 
ural interests,  successfully  tilling  one  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  of  land  on  section  11,  and  in  addition  to 
this  makes  a  si)ecialtj-  of  fine  Norman  horses.  For 
the  past  nine  years  lie  has  officiated  as  Highway 
Commissioner  and  Si  hool  Direetor,and  may  always 
be  fouml  on  the  side  of  the  enterjjrises  calculated 
for  the  advancement  of  tlie  communitj',  sociall3-, 
morall_y  and  financially.  In  i)olitics  he  is  a  sound 
Republican,  thoroughly  in  accord  with  the  princi- 
ples of  his  part.y,  which  he  has  always  labored 
earnestly  to  advance.  He  is  more  than  ordinarily 
intelligent  an<l  well-informed,  keeping  up  with  the 
toi)ics  of  the  day,  and  in  his  social  life  has  always 
distinguished  liimself  as  one  of  the  must  hcispitabie 
men  of  his  neighborhood. 

The  subject  of  tliis  notice  was  the  eldest  in  a 
family  of  six  chiMien,  and  was  born  in  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.,  July  1,  l''<2;">.  He  lived  with  his 
parents  until  a  boy  of  eight  or    nine   3'ears,  then 


went  to  live  with  his  uncle,  Ira  Austin,  with  whom 
he  remained  until  reaching  his  majority.  When  he 
was  sixteen  years  old  he  came  with  his  uncle  to 
this  county,  and  after  becoming  of  age  took  up 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  on  section  11, 
where  he  built  up  the  comfortable  home  which  he 
now  owns  and  occupies.  He  was  married  in  Du 
Page  Township  November  19,  1851,  to  Miss  Laura 
Saunders.  The  young  people  settled  in  their  own 
home,  where  were  born  to  them  four  children  and 
where  the  mother  died  July  2,  1865.  Their  first- 
born child,  a  son,  William,  died  when  about  one 
year  old;  Albert  remains  at  home  with  his  father; 
Estclla  became  the  wife  of  William  Orahood  and 
died  in  Homer  Township,  December  1,  1879;  L3'- 
man  is  a  resident  of  Dakota. 

Mr.  Austin  contracted  a  second  marriage,  in 
Homer  Township,  October  22,  1867,  with  Miss 
Betsey  ]McGregor.  This  lady  was  born  in  Scotland, 
November  17,  1845,  and  when  five  j^ears  old  came 
with  her  i)arents  to  America.  The  latter  were 
Henry  and  Jeanette  (Malcom)  McGregor,  both  of 
whom  were  also  born  in  the  Lan;l  of  the  Tiiislle, 
but  are  now  residents  of  Cook  County,  th's  State. 
To  Mr.  Austin  and  his  present  wife  there  have  been 
bcirn  nine  children,  viz:  Jennj',  who  died  when  ten 
years  old;  Buell  P.;  Ira  W.,who  died  at  the  age  of 
three  years;  Charles  H.,  who  died  when  four  years 
old;  James  H.,  John  McG.,  Homer  C,  Hattie  J. 
and  George  W.  The  latter  died  when  about  four 
years  old.  Mrs.  Austin  is  a  member  in  good  stand- 
ing of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

In  August,  1862,  Mr.  Austin  entered  the  Union 
army,  enlisted  in  companj-  F,  One  Ilundreth  Illinois 
Infantry',  and  served  two  and  one-half  years,  until 
February'  1,  1865.  His  duties  were  mostly  in  the 
(Quartermaster's  department,  and  he  consequently 
took  part  in  no  battles.  He  belongs  to  Lockport 
Post,  No.  401,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Lockport. 

Lyman  Austin,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was, 
like  himself,  a  native  of  Ontario  County-,  N.  Y.,and 
married  Miss  Sarah  Ilecock,  who  was  also  a  native 
of  that  county.  They  lived  there  for  a  time  after 
their  marriage,  then  removed  to  Medina  County, 
Ohio,  and  from  there  to  Cass  County,  Mich.  After 
a  sojourn  of  some  years  in  the  Wolverine  State 
they  joined    their   son  in    Homer   Township,  this 
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county,  and  here  s(ient  their  last  clays.  'J'liey  \ver>^ 
honest  and  upright  people  and  without  making  any 
ijreat  stir  in  the  world  performed  life's  duties  in  a 
creditable  manner  and  are  kindly  remembered  by 
all  who  knew  them. 

C'^^^EORGES.  HINCKKL.  Among  the  ri.sing 
—  young  members  of  the  legal  professicni  in 
JJ|  Joliet,  may  be  pro|)erly  mentioned  the  sub- 
ject of  this  notice,  whose  |)iirt,i-ait  appears  on  the 
op|)osite  page,  and  who  is  yet  in  the  early  i)rinie  of 
life.  He  has  before  him  bright  prospects  for  wealth 
and  honor,  and  in  future  j'ears  will  undoulitedlj- 
stand  high  among  the  attorne^-s  of  Illinois,  as  he 
now  holds  !i  conspicuous  rank  among  those  of 
.loliet. 

The  native  place  of  Mr.  Iliiickel  was  the  cit^'  of  Al- 
ban\',  N.  Y.,  and  he  was  born  .luly  6,  1860.  Ilis  im- 
mediate ancestors  are  Charles  and  Julia  (Schwartz) 
llinckel,  the  former  a  native  of  Germany  and  the 
latter  of  New  York  State.  The  father  traced  his 
lineage  to  a  German  family  of  dislincliun.  ami  in 
his  youth  received  a  military'  education  and  train- 
ing, afterward  serving  in  high  official  capacities  in 
the  German  and  American  armies.  Early  in  life  he 
crossed  the  Atlantic,  having  determined  upim  m;ik- 
ing  a  home  in  the  United  States,  and  located  in  Al- 
banj',  N.  Y..  where  lie  remained  until  1874.  That 
year  he  came  to  Illinois,  and  settling  in  \Vill  ('(ninty, 
soon  became  a  prominent  man  in  politics,  affiliating 
with  the  Republican  party.  Soon  after  locating  in 
Joliet,  he  was  appointed,  aliout  1870,  Deput}' 
Sheriff  of  Will  Countj',  and  was  suiiscMpicntly 
elected  Polico  Magistrate. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  the  only  child  of 
his  parents  and  pursued  his  early  studies  in  the 
private  schools  and  .academies  of  his  native  State. 
In  1874  he  came  to  Chicago,  where  his  studies  were 
ended  and  his  business  career  begun.  In  188.'j  he 
located  in  Joliet,  and,  while  serving  as  l)e|iuly 
Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court,  entered  upon  the  study 
of  the  law,  under  the  instruction  of  the  eminent 
lawyer,  George  S.  House,  Esq.  In  the  meantime 
he    held  the   above  mentioned    office    nearly  five 


years.  He  was  admitted  to  practice  by  the  Su|)remc 
Court  in  December,  1887,  but  did  not  connnence 
the  regular  duties  of  his  profession  until  the  1st  of 
November,  1889.  He  is  a  sound  Republican,  po- 
litically, and  is  also  a  prominent  member  of  the 
military  order  of  Sons  of  X'cterans,  and  of  tlie  chief 
social  organization,  the  Union  Club. 

Mr.  llinckel  contracteU  his  present  niatnnKmial 
tiesJidy  15,  1889,  at  the  bride's  home  in  Brooklyn, 
N.  v..  with  Miss  Nellie  J.  Dobiecki.  Mrs.  Hinckel 
was  born  October  2,  1865,  in  Brooklyn,  N.  V.,  and 
both  she  and  her  husband  are  connected  b_v  tics  of 
relationshi|)  with  some  of  the  best  known  and  most 
highly  resi)eoted  families  of  the  East.  They  live 
in  comfort  in  a  neat  home  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
citv.  and  number  their  friends  among  its  cultured 
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^'OHNRAXFT.  There  is  scarcely  a  line  of 
business  that  is  not  represented  in  Job'et, 
where  commercial  and  manufacturing  en- 
terprises seem  equally-  prominent.  The  busi- 
ness in  which  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  engageil 
is  that  of  the  manufacture  of  all  kinds  of  soda 
water,  ginger  ale,  and  similar  beverages,  charging 
fountains,  etc.  His  experience  has  been  somewhat 
\arLed,  but  his  career  has  i>roveil  that  he  is  one  of 
those  men  who  (;an  gain  sujiport  where  others 
would  fail,  because  they  could  work  al  liut  one  oc- 
cu|)ation.  Mr.  Ranft  came  from  far  across  tlie  sea, 
his  birthplace  having  been  Waldeck,  Germany, 
whore  his  eyes  lirst  opened  to  the  light  January 
16,  18l;5.  His  parents  were  John  and  IClizabelh 
(Schneider)  Ranft,  and  his  father's  occupation  was 
that  of  a  farmer. 

In  his  native  land,  he  of  whom  we  write,  was 
em |)loyed  as  a  domestic  servant  until  1806,  when 
he  determined  to  seek  a  different  field  in  the  land 
across  the  sea.  Leaving  behind  him  the  other 
members  of  the  family,  none  of  whom  have  come 
to  America,  he  took  passage  and  ere  long  landed 
in  New  York.  He  found  employment  as  a  farm 
hand  in  New  Jersey,  receiving  *15  per  month  for 
his  services,  and  remaining  in  the  East  somewhat 
over  a  year.     He  then  came  to  Chicago  and  thence 
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to  Joliet,  near  wliicli  place  he  engaged  in  farming 
two  years.  He  then  entered  the  emploj'  of  the 
Sehring  Brewing  Companj'.  serving  them  five  and 
one-half  years.  The  next  enterprise  in  which  he 
engaged  was  to  open  a  saloon  on  Bluff  and  Jeffer- 
son Streets,  which  he  carried  on  five  years.  In 
1885  he  opened  a  pop  factory  and  since  that  time 
has  busied  himself  with  the  manufacture  of  bever- 
ages as  before  stated. 

On  September  14,  1873,  Mr.  Kanft  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Katherine  Metzger,  who  judi- 
ciously managed  liis  household  affairs  for  several 
years.  She  was  removed  by  tlie  iiand  of  death 
November  10,  1 882,  leaving  one  daughter,  Anna. 
I'lie  present  wife  of  Mr.  Ranft  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Augusta  Keimers,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
lU'iiry  and;  Anna  (Eggers)  Keimers.  She  was 
united  t<i  our  subject  October  2k>.  1883.  and  has 
borne  him  three  daughters — Bertha,  Mary  and 
Liuda. 

Mr.  Ranft  generally  votes  tlie  Democratic  ticket. 
He  is  of  a  social  nature,  particularly  so  among  his 
fellow  country-men  and  finds  many  friends.  He  be- 
longs to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
to  the  Sharp-shooters,  and  to  the  .Joliet  Saenger- 
bund. 


ellRISTOPH  HINZ.  Washington  Township 
has  become  the  lionie  and  the  field  of  the 
successfid  labors  of  many  German-born  citi- 
zens, wh(jse  tluift  and  uprightness  are  recognized  by 
those  around  llicm  and  afford  an  excellent  example 
to  the  rising  generation.  One  of  these  worthy 
German-American  citizens  is  Christoph  Ilinz,  whose 
home  is  on  section  ID.  The  farm  comprises  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  well-tilled  land  which 
bears  the  improvements  usually  made  liy  a  man  of 
enterprise  and  has  been  reclaimed  bj'  him  from  its 
wild  and  primitive  condition.  His  first  purchase 
was  ot  eighty  acres  to  which  he  subsequently 
added  an  adjoining  tract  of  tiie  same  extent. 

Mr.  llinz  is  of  excellent  German  ancestry,  his 
immediate  progenitors  being  .John  and  Mary  (Biel- 
fcldt)  Hinz,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  ■Mecklen- 
burg.    There  the  m(.)ther  died   in  the  forty-fourth 


year  of  her  age,  leaving  five  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters. In  1855  father  and  children  crossed  the  briny 
deep,  leaving  Hamburg  September  15,  and  landing 
in  New  York  City  seven  weeks  later,  their  passage 
having  been  made  on  the  sailing  ship  "Rudoli)h." 
The  family  came  directly  West  and  settled  in  Cook 
Count}',  111.,  but  some  years  later  the  father  and 
his  sou  Charles  removed  to  Kinsas  City,  Mo.,  where 
the  father  breathed  his  last  in  1882,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-nine  3-ears.  He  was  a  worthy  citizen  and 
a  consistent  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  was  born 
May  18,  1820,  and  was  well  reared  in  habits  of  in- 
dustr}'  and  firmness  of  moral  principle,  but  without 
educational  advantages.  After  the  family  came  to 
America  he  continued  to  reside  in  Cook  Count}-  for 
eight  years,  and  in  18(55  removed  from  Duukard's 
Station  to  Washington  Township,  this  count}-.  Here 
he  has  been  engaged  in  general  farming,  and  has 
become  known  as  a  good  farmer,  a  reliable  citizen 
and  a  man  of  kindliness  in  domestic  and  social 
relations. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Hinz  took  place  in  the 
land  of  his  nativity,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Shell.  To 
them  were  born  two  sons,  Henry  and  John,  before 
tlie\'  .iccompanied  the  other  members  of  the  Hinz 
family  to  the  United  States.  They  had  been  in 
Chicago  but  eleven  days  when  the  wife  died,  at  the 
early  age  of  thirty-eight  years.  Her  son  Henry 
married  Dora  Ostermeyer  and  is  engaged  in  trade 
atBeeclier,  this  county;  John  married  Mary  Starter 
and  is  farming  in  Washington  Township. 

The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Hinz  took  place  in 
Cook  County,  his  bride  being  Miss  Magdalena 
Bade,  who  w-as  born  in  Mecklenburg,  Germany, 
April  12,  1832.  Her  parents  were  Jacob  and  So- 
phia (Hein)  Bade.  Her  father  was  a  laborer  who 
died  at  the  age  of  fifty  two  years.  The  widowed 
mother  with  her  six  children  crossed  the  Atlantic 
in  1857  and  made  her  home  in  Northern  Illinois. 
In  her  last  days  she  came  to  live  with  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Bade,  dying  at  her  home  in  1887,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-four  years  and  three  months. 
She  and  her  husband  iia<l  belonged  to  the  Lutheran 
Churcli. 

The  present  union  of  Mr.  Hinz  has  resulted  in 
the    birth   of  three   children:  Sophia.   Bertha  and 
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Herman.  Sophia  married  William  Mej'er,  and  died 
leaving  five  cbildren;  Bertha  became  the  wife  of 
Charles  Henget,  a  mechanic,  whose  home  is  in  Ai- 
lington  Heights,  Cook  County;  Herman  remains 
with  his  parents.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hinz  belong  to  the 
Lutheran  Church,  and  their  children  arc  also  iden- 
tified Willi  that  religious  body.  The  elective  fran- 
chise is  exercised  by  Mr.  Hinz  in  behalf  of  the 
candidates  of  the  Republican  party.  Mr.  Hinz  is 
a  fine  specimen  of  physical  manhood  of  the  (Jer- 
man  type,  and  he  possesses  sterling  qualities  of 
character,  being  particularly  noted  for  his  honesty, 
and  straightforward  manner  and  dealing. 

=^EORGK  H.  BRANNON,  M. !).,  now  located 
ractice  in  the 


Both 


^=^EORGK  H.  BRANNON,  M. !).,  n 
[II  (— ,  at  Manhattan,  enjo3's  a  large  pra( 
^^Uj  town  and  surrounding  country', 
and  his  lirother  Londus  are  (juite  young,  possessed 
of  abunciant  energy  and  thoroughly  skilled  in  their 
profeesion,  having  been  graduated  from  well-known 
and  reputable  institutions.  They  arc  pleasantly 
located  on  Main  Street. 

Dr.  G.  H.  Brannon  is  the  youngcsl  in  a  family  of 
live  children  born  to  .lolin  and  Sarah  (Marker) 
Brannon,  of  Decatur  County.  lud.  Tlu"  fatlicr  was 
born  in  New  Jersey  but  later  lived  in  Ohio,  uliere 
he  followed  farming  for  some  time.  When  about 
thirty  years  old  he  removed  to  the  Hoosier  State, 
choosing  a  location  near  (Jrecnsbnrg,  where  he  is 
now  living  retired  <ju  a  fine  farm.  He  served 
throughout  the  Mexican  War  as  a  private.  Mrs. 
Brannon  was  born  in  Butler  County,  Ohio.  The 
worthy  couple  are  now  seventy-seven  and  seventy- 
four  years  of  age.  respectively.  .Mrs.  Brannon 
belongs  to  the  Preslwterian  Church.  The  children 
are  Laura,  Isophene  (now  Jlrs.  Fescus)  and  Wellor, 
all  on  the  home  farm,  and  tin-  two  lu'othcrs  who 
live  in  Manhattan. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  near(;recns- 
burg,  Ind.,  November  25,  1803,  and  was  reared  on 
a  farm,  enjoj'ing  such  educational  advantages  dur- 
ing his  boyhood  as  could  be  obtained  in  the  district 
schools.  When  sixteen  j-ears  old  he  entered  the 
college  at  Richmond,  pursuing  his  stmHes  in  that 


excellent  institution  about  four  years  and  leaving 
one  term  prior  to  the  completion  of  the  course  of 
stud}'.  When  seventeen  3'e;irs  old  he  had  liegnn 
teaching,  spending  his  vacations  in  [jedagogieal  la- 
bors until  he  left  the  college,  when  he  devoted  him- 
self entirely  to  the  work  for  two  years.  During 
one  year  of  this  time  he  held  the  Principalship  of 
the  Harris  City  Schools,  which  occupied  a  commo- 
dious building  86x87  feet. 

Mr.  Brannon  had  been  studying  medicine  to  some 
extent  for  several  years,  and  in  188.^)  he  took  up  the 
work  more  thoroughly  under  Dr.  Clark,  of  Waynes- 
burg.  After  reading  under  that  excellent  pre- 
ceptor two  years,  be  entered  the  Hospital  College 
of  Medicine  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  June,  1889.  He  came  at  once  to 
.Manhattan,  wliere  his  lirother  was  already  located, 
and  entered  into  partuershi[)  with  him.  Li  the  few 
months  which  have  elai>sed  since  he  began  his  la- 
bors, he  has  acquired  an  excellent  reputation  for 
general  intelligence,  professional  skill  and  well- 
lircd  manners.  He  is  not  content  to  rest  upon  his 
oars,  hut  is  constantly  adding  to  his  store  of  pro- 
fessional knowledge  by  using  the  medium  of  meili- 
cal  journals  and  all  the  professional  literature  of 
the  day.  He  belongs  to  the  Alumni  Association  of 
his  Alma  Mater,  and  to  .\lert  Loilge,  No.  39."),  F.  & 
A.  ^L,  in  Indiana.  His  political  adherence  is  given 
to  the  Democrati('  party. 

Londus  Brannon,  brotlier  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Decat\u'  County,  Ind.,  Novenilier  25,  1857. 
His  early  life  was  spent  similarly  to  that  of  his 
brother,  and  in  youth  he  also  began  the  study  of 
medicine.  He  w.as  graduated  from  the  Ohio  Med- 
ical College  at  Cincinnati  in  1882,  and  devoted  the 
lirst  year  of  his  [iractice  to  the  citizens  of  (Jreens- 
burg,  lud.,  .Mnd  vicinity.  In  1883  he  hjcated  in 
Manhattan,  where,  before  his  brother's  .arrival,  In- 
had  secured  a  lai'ge  pr.-iclice.  He  had  not  only  ac- 
complished this,  but  he  had  earned  the  reputation 
of  being  a  skillful  practitioner,  and  had  become 
very  well  likeil  by  the  coraraunit}'.  He  is  consid- 
ered one  of  the  most  enterprising  citizens  of  the 
village,  and  one  to  whom  added  years  will  bring 
more  extended  knowledge  and  even  greater  success. 

Dr.  Londus  Brannon  w.as  married  in  October, 
1887,  to  Miss  Kliza  Jones,  the  marriage  ceremony 
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taking  place  at  the  home  of  her  [jarents  in  Peotone. 
The  bride  was  boni  in  Wilton  Township,  this 
county,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Robert  and  Elinor 
(Atkinson)  Jones,  natives  of  Yorkshire,  England. 
Mr.  Jones  was  for  some  years  a  prominent  farmer 
in  Wilton  Townshi[),  but  is  now  living  retired  at 
Peotciue.  Mrs.  Braiinou  possesses  the  intelligence 
and  culture  which  makes  her  a  worthy  companion 
of  one  of  her  husband's  abilit}',  and  adds  to  tlie 
po|uilarity  of  their  home. 


\|7  ESTER  G.  COLEGROVE  has  been  ideuti- 
I  \(e>',  lied  with  the  agricultural  development  of 
J— V  Will  County  since  the  early  days  of  Its  set- 
tlement, and  is  a  fine  representative  of  the  sturdy, 
intelligent,  enterprising  pioneers  who  came  to  this 
State  half  a  centur}'  or  more  ago,  and  have  since 
improved  valuable  and  highly  productive  farms 
from  the  wild  prairies.  For  manj'  years  he  has 
made  his  home  in  Plainliehi  Tov.-ushij'),  and  is  cl(>sely 
associated  with  its  material  prosperity  and  its  social 
and  religious  welfare. 

He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Fairfax,  Franklin 
County,  Vt.,  April  23,  181S.  His  father,  Clark  T. 
Colegrove,  was,  it  is  thought,  born  in  Connecticut, 
and  his  grand  father  was  Nathan  Colegrove,  who  was 
one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  Franklin  Count3\  mak- 
ing the  removal  t(_>  that  part  of  Vermont  with  a 
team.  He  bought  a  tract  of  timber  land,  and  from 
the  primeval  forest  hewed  out  a  farm  on  which  he 
lived  till  death  closed  his  mortal  career.  The  fathei' 
of  our  subject  was  bred  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
but  he  never  owned  a  farm  of  his  own,  being  em- 
ployed by  others.  He  resided  in  Vermont  until 
1846,  when  he  came  to  Illinois,  and  for  some  years 
lived  in  tlie  town  of  Wheatland.  He  subsequentlj' 
removed  to  Blue  Island  in  Cook  County,  where 
both  he  and  his  wife  died  of  cholera  in  the  same 
week.  The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our 
subject  was  Nellie  IngersoU,  and  she  was  of  New 
England  birth. 

Lester  Colegrove  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  his  na- 
tive town,  receiving  the  advantages  of  an  educa- 
tion in  the  local  schools,  and  at  the  as:c  of  sixteen 


commenced  to  work  out  by  the  month.  He  was 
thus  employed  until  1838.  He  was  ambitious  to 
improve  his  condition  and  make  something  more 
of  himself  than  he  could  in  the  sleep}'  little  New- 
England  town  where  he  resided,  so  he  determined 
to  start  westward,  and  in  the  3'ear  mentioned  we 
find  him  on  his  way  to  Illinois  with  but  85  in  his 
l)ocket,  but  in  his  strong  muscles,  his  determined 
will  and  high  com  age,  he  had  better  capital.  He 
procured  a  ride  to  Berlinton  and  there  took  passage 
on  a  steamer  for  Whitehall,  whence  he  went  on 
the  Champlain  and  Erie  Canals  to  Buffalo,  working 
to  pa}'  the  expenses  of  the  trip.  At  Buff,alo  he 
embarked  on  a  steamer,  having  agreed  to  work  for 
his  passage  to  Chicago.  From  the  latter  city  lie 
started  for  Lockport  on  foot,  and  as  the  canal  was 
then  in  process  of  construction,  he  labored  on  that 
for  one  month  and  was  then  taken  sick.  He  was 
ill  for  two  weeks  and  then  came  to  Plainfield,  and 
in  1839  worked  a  farm  on  shares.  The  country 
round  about  was  still  in  a  wild  and  unsettled  con- 
dition, there  being  no  railroads  or  canals  here, 
and  Chicago,  thirty-six  miles  away,  was  the  nearest 
market.  At  that  time  deer,  wolves  and  other  kinds 
of  game  abounded.  In  1811,  Mr.  Colegrove 
bought  a  tract  of  wild  prairie  land  in  Pekin  Town- 
ship, and  at  once  with  characteristic"  energ}',  entered 
upon  its  improvement.  He  built  a  small  frame 
house,  riving  the  shingles  by  hand,  and  in  the  years 
that  followed  erected  more  substantial  buildings  and 
placed  the  land  under  good  tillage.  He  resided  on 
that  farm  until  1875  and  then  rented  it,  having 
purchased  the  farm  on  which  he  now  resides.  He 
has  added  to  the  dwelling-house  and  made  it  into 
a  commodious  and  tastefullj'  fitted-up  abode,  and 
he  has  otherwise  beautified  the  place,  planted  shade 
and  ornamental  trees,  besides  making  other  valua- 
ble improvements.  He  still  owns  the  farm  which 
he  bought  in  1841,  .and  has  added  to  his  first  pur- 
chase, until  it  now  comprises  two  hundred  and 
twenty-one  acres  of  highly  cuhivated  land. 

In  the  month  of  January,  1842,  Mr.  Colegrove 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lucretia  Inger- 
soU, a  native  of  Vermont.  Her  father,  Chester 
IngersoU,  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts  and  was 
one  of  the  tirst  settlers  of  Will  County.  He  bought 
the   land    from    tlie  Government   in   the  village  of 
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Plainfield  which  is  platted  on  liis  farm.  Ik-  liuilt 
for  Esquire  Walker,  the  first  sawmill  that  was  oxer 
erected  here,  hewing  all  the  timber  iiiinsclf.  Mr. 
Insjersoll  resided  here  until  1H17  'Uid  then  went  lo 
California  where  his  death  occiiired  in  IS  lit.  The 
niai<len  name  of  his  wife  was  I'ldly  ISurdick,  and 
she  s|)ent  her  last  years  in  I'laindeld.  Mr.  and  Mis. 
Colegrove  have  four  children  living,  namely:  .Ma- 
rada,  wife  of  G.  W.  Flagg,  of  whom  see  sketch; 
Flavilla,  wife  of  .loseijh  liuffuni,  of  Callioun 
County,  Iowa;  Ida.  wife  of  Wheeler  Green,  of 
Plainficld;  Dell,  wifi' of  Calvin  llice,  of  Chicago. 
Coming  to  this  county  more  than  half  a  centiir}- 
ago  to  identif^^  himself  with  its  pioneers,  our  sub- 
ject has  been  of  invaluable  aid  in  developing  its 
resources,  and,  as  we  have  seen,  has  placed  himself 
among  its  well-to-do  citizens,  as  liitj  natural  en- 
dowments have  enabled  him  to  ni.anage  his  affairs 
at  a  good  advantage.  He  and  his  wife  are  WH'll 
known  for  their  kindness  of  heart  and  thoughlful- 
ness  towards  others  and  they  occupj'  a  warm  place 
in  the  hearts  of  tlu!  peo[ile  about  them.  Uotii  are 
sincerely  religious  an<l  are  constant  attendants  of 
the  Baptist  Church  of  which  they  are  consistent 
members. 

A.I.  KOHKIiT  MANN  WOODS,  editor  and 
II  "  '\\  publisher  of  the  Rcpuhlic  and  Sun,  has  for 
many  years  been  a  prominent  figure  among 
the  various  interests  of  Will  County,  and 
especialh'  of  tlie  city  of  Joliet.  lie  is  a  gentleman 
i)f  fine  abilities,  possessing  great  encrg}^  and  enter- 
prise, and  is  in  the  habit  of  making  a  success  of 
wliatever  he  undertalces.  He  was  born  April  17, 
1«10,  in  Greenville,  fiercer  County.  Pa.,  and  is  the 
son  of  AVilliam  J.  and  Sajah  (Mann)  Woods.  The 
l>arents  were  natives  respectively  of  Western  New- 
York  and  Mar^-land. 

This  branch  of  the  Woods  family  is  of  Irish  ex- 
traction, and  as  far  back  as  the  records  go,  were  in 
religion  Scotch-Irish  Presbyterians.  The  father  of 
our  subject  was  a  cabinet-maker  by  trade,  and  po- 
litically a  life-long  Abolitionist,  being  the  only 
man    in    Pike   County,  this  State,   who    voted   for 


.billies  (!.  P>iriiey  for  President.  For  a  number  of 
J'cars  he  publisheil  a  Free  Soil  |)aper  in  (ialesburg, 
111.,  having  come  t(i  the  State  In  ISl:.'.  In  1855, 
in  (-oiiip.-my  with  others,  he  formed  the  Western 
Industrial  and  Scientific  Institution,  which  estab- 
lished a  still  flourishing  college  at  College  Springs, 
Iowa,  lie  is  still  living,  a  hale  and  hearty  old  man, 
making  his  home  in  Sheridan  County,  Kan.,  where 
three  of  his  sons  al.so  reside.  He  was  niarried  the 
third  time  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years  and  is  now 
eighty -five  years  old.  He  preserves  much  of  his  old 
time  energy  and  activity,  and  at  the  present  writing, 
April,  1890,  is  engaged  in  setting  out  an  orchard 
and  maintains  that  he  expects  to  gather  fruit  from 
it  for  several  seasons  to  come. 

To  William  J.  Woods  by  his  first  wife,  the 
nidther  of  our  subject,  was  born  a  family  of  ten 
children,  of  whom  Robert  M.  was  the  fifth  in  or- 
der of  liirth.  INIarilla  S..  the  first  child,  Mrs.  Young, 
is  living  in  Cameron,  Mo.;  the  second  child, 
Newton,  is  farming  in  Sheridan  County,  Kan.;  Ad- 
dison is  a  resident  of  Sheridan  County,  Kan.;  Nar- 
cissa,  Jlrs.  Cox,  resides  in  Quincy,  111. ;  John  is 
engaged  in  the  real-estate  business  at  .Joliet;  Sarah 
.L,  Mrs.  Maj.  A.  H.  Anderson,  died  in  Sidney,  Iowa. 
Her  husband  was  for  several  terms  a  member  of 
Congress;  Isaac,  a  gallant  soldier  of  the  Fourth 
Missouri  Cavalry,  died  in  Wiishington,  Ind.,  in 
1880;  William  P.  is  a  grocer  at  Villisca,  Iowa; 
and  Williston  15.  is  a  farmer  in  Sheridan  County, 
Kan. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  taken  to  Pike 
County,  this  State,  in  1812,  when  a  child,  and 
lived  tlu-re  until  1848.  Then  going  to  Galesburg, 
he  attended  Knox  College,  and  lived  there  for  a 
()eriod  of  ten  years.  In  1858  he  crossed  the  Mis- 
sissippi, and  until  1861  taught  school  in  Iowa 
and  Missouri.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War 
he  was  ai)pointed  by  (iov.  Yates  to  a  position  in 
the  I  Quartermaster's  and  Governor's  ofliees,  which 
occupied  his  time  until  .June,  1804.  He  w-as  then 
ajipointed  Adjutant  of  Yates'  Sharp-shooters,  which 
formed  the  Sixt3--fourtli  Illinois  Regiment.  He 
served  in  this  through  the  Atlanta  campaign  and 
was  then  detailed  as  a  mustering  oflicer.  .Subse- 
quently he  served  on  the  staff  of  Maj.  Gen.  (iiles 
A.  I^milh.  iiarticiiialing  in  the  march  lo  the  sea  and 
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the  canipaign  through  the  Carolinas,  when  be  was 
commissioned  Captain  of  Company  A,  Sixl\-fourth 
Illinois  lnfanti'3',  and  was  twice  bre vetted  for  gal- 
lant and  meritorious  service  as  Captain  and  Major. 
At  the  close  of  the  war  lie  went  with  his  regiment 
to  Washington,  and  wa«  present  at  the  Grand  Re- 
view. He  then  proceeded  with  his  regiment  to 
Louisville,  K}'.,  where  he  was  mustered  out,  and  as 
a  mustering  officer  signed  the  discharge  papers  of 
over  ten  thousand  soldiers. 

After  leaving  the  army  Maj.  AV^oods  was  sum- 
moned to  Springfield  by  Adj.  Gen.  I.  N.  Haynic, 
and  there  he  wrote  the  histories  of  all  the  Illinois  reg- 
iments for  the  Adjutant-General's  report,  these 
making  nine  volumes.  In  the  spring  of  1866,  he 
wrote  the  constitution  and  b3-laws,  charter,  etc.. 
for  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  which  was 
originated  by  Dr.  B.  F.  Stephenson,  and  of  which 
Maj.  Woods  was  the  first  Adjutant-General.  Soon 
afterward  he  organized  the  various  departments 
throughout  the  Northwest.  The  original  charter 
of  Decatur  Post,  No.  1,  has  his  name  upon  it. 

In  1868  M.aj.  Woods  repaired  to  Chicago,  111., 
where  he  was  variously  engaged,  and  for  four  and 
one-half  years  officiated  as  chief  clerk  during  the 
construction  of  the  United  States  Custom  House 
and  post-office,  in  that  citj'.  In  1877  he  was  ap- 
pointed Insurance  Examiner  of  Illinois,  and  dur- 
ing his  incumbenc}-  of  this  office  it  became  his 
dut}'  to  proceed  against  and  close  up,  in  the  courts 
of  the  State,  the  Republic  Life,  the  Protection  Life, 
and  Chicago  Life  Insurance  Companies.  This  em- 
ployed his  time  until  1879,  and  then  turning  his 
attention  to  the  newspaper  world,  he  purchased 
the  Joliet  Republican  of  James  Goodspeed.  He 
conducted  this  successfullj'  until  1883,  then  pui- 
chased  the  .loliet  Sun,  which  he  merged  with  the 
Republican.  In  1888,  reaching  out  still  farther, 
he  purchased  the  Daily  and  Weekly  Press,  and 
consolidated  the  throe  papers  under  the  name  of 
Republic  and  Sun.  He  is  an  able  journalist,  mak- 
ing an  interesting  local  paper,  which  has  become 
one  of  the  indisi)eusable  institutions  of  Will 
County.  Its  political  conn)lexion  reflects  his  own 
convictions  and  sj'mpatliies,  which  have  been  in 
harmony  with  the  principles  of  tlie  Re[nilican 
party  since  he  became  a    voter.       He   has  an    ad- 


mirably equipped  office,  including  a  job  depart- 
ment and  book  bindery,  fitted  out  with  all  the 
machinery  and  other  appliances  necessary  to  do 
flrst-cl.oss  work.  The  paper  has  a  healthy  subscrip- 
tion list,  and  the  job  department  is  generously 
ixitronized  by  the  iieople  of  Joliet  and  Will 
County. 

Maj.  Woods  was  married.  October  5,  1867,  in 
Chicago,  111.,  to  Miss  May  Florence  Miner.  Mrs. 
Woods  was  born  April  8,  1851,  at  Harding,  111., 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Samuel  E.  and  Asenath 
(Darrow)  Miner,  who  were  natives  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  are  now  residents  of  Phrenix,  Arizona. 
Two  children,  a  daughter  and  a  son,  have  been 
born  of  this  union,  Alice  M.  and  Miner  R.,  who 
still  remain  with  their  parents.  The  family  resi-  . 
dence  and  its  surroundings,  forms  one  of  the  at- 
tractive homes  of  Joliet,  and  is  located  in  the 
southeastern  part  of  the  city. 

Elsewliere  in  this  volume  the  reader  will  notice 
a  lithographic  portrait  of  Maj.  Woods. 


m 


jY/OilN  N.  GEUTHER.  The  old  saying  that 
trutli  is  stranger  than  fiction,  is  one  with 
which  we  are  all  familiar,and  yet  which  often 
is  unheeded  while  we  goon  blindly  supposing 
that  strange  incidents  only  belong  to  the  works 
of  fiction.  The  life  of  the  enterprising  citizen 
whose  history  it  is  our  purpose  to  sketch,  has  been 
marked  with  experiences  somewhat  out  of  the 
usual  order.  He  is  the  oldest  of  three  children, 
whose  ancestry  is  noted  in  the  sketch  of  John 
George  Geuther,  found  elsewhere  in  this  Album. 
He  was  born  in  Saxe  Coburg  Gotlia,  Germany, 
January  4,  182.T.and  reared  in  the  village  of  Weid- 
liausen. 

The  educational  privileges  of  young  Geuther 
were  somewhat  limited,  as  the  schools  were  princi- 
pally held  during  the  winter  months,  but  he  im- 
proved such  opportunities  as  were  afforded  him. 
He  early  took  up  farm  labors  on  bis  father's  land 
and  he  also  partially  learned  the  trade  of  a  baker 
from  his  Grandfather  Geuther.  When  he  was 
eighteen  years  old  his  father  wished  him  to  come 
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to  America  to  see  what  opportunities  tbis  couutrj' 
affonlefl,  and  he  therefore  left  Bremerliaven  in 
1814,  landing  in  New  York  Cit}',  after  an  ocean 
voyage  of  tliirty-five  days.  In  addition  to  liis 
other  attainments  he  had  K'lirui'd  liasket-ninkinu 
from  his  father,  and  at  lliat  trade  he  worked  five 
months  in  the  metropolis. 

The  summer  having  passed,  young  (ieulinr 
turned  his  footsteps  southward,  and  reaching 
Charleston,  8.  C,  completed  the  trade  of  a  baker 
and  worked  some  flvc  years  as  a  journeyman.  lie 
then  opened  a  baker3'  in  the  same  citj',  having  his 
residence  on  Sullivan's  Island,  near  Ft.  Moultrie. 
His  sentiments  were  all  in  favor  of  the  I'nion,  and 
after  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War  he  was 
ordered  b^'  Southern  officers  to  quit  the  island.  In 
1SG2  he  went  into  the  city,  and  a  few  months  later 
to  Mt.  Pleasant,  where  he  remained  virtuidly  in  hid- 
ing, as  he  could  not  get  North.  As  he  was  notable 
to  continue  his  occupation  lie  was  nbliged  to  live 
on  what  he  had  saved,  and  his  capita)  gradually 
diminished. 

After  the  war  Mr. (ieuther  opened  a  bakery  in  .Mt. 
Pleasant,  and  tluuiigh  a  providential  cireuin.staiici! 
became  acquainted  with  the  whereabouts  of  his 
parents,  lietween  whom  and  himself  there  had  been 
no  communication  for  3'ears.  During  this  tinic  the 
parental  family  had  emigrated  to  America  and  were 
living  in  Will  County,  111.  A  man  who  had  lived  at 
Frankfort,  went  onto  a  plantation  near  .Mt.  Pleas- 
ant and  bought  bread  from  our  subject.  A  receipt 
being  given  him,  he  noted  the  name  npDii  it  and 
said  that  he  knew  the  father  and  biolhers  of  Ihe 
signer,  and  that  they  would  be  glad  to  hear  from 
or  see  him.  A  correspondence  was  at  once  o])ened, 
and,  as  soon  as  possible,  our  subject  closed  up  his 
business  and  came  North  to  visit  his  family,  whuin 
he  had  not  seen  for  twentv-si.x  years. 

After  spending  a  few  months  with  his  friends 
Mr.  Gcuther  returned  to  South  C:u'olina,  sold  his 
possessions  there  and  moved  to  Mokeiia,  111..  A|iril 
■1,  1870.  He  located  on  one  hundicd  and  sixty 
acres  on  section  31,  Green  Garden  Townshiii,  which 
had  been  purchased  by  his  father  before  the  war. 
The  improvements  upon  it  were  poor  but  they 
have  been  replaced  or  added  to  until  tlio  cst.ate  is 
nou-    in    an    excellent   condition.      Airriciilliiic.   of 


which  he  obtained  a  slight  knowledge  in  his  boy- 
hood, has  been  w^ell  learned  by  him  since  he  took 
n|)  his  residence  in  the  North,. Mnd  lie  is  succeeding 
well  in  his  enterprise. 

Mr.  (ieuther  has  built  a  cominodioiis  and  sub- 
stantial residence,  barn,  lorn  crib  and  other  farm 
building.-,  has  further  improved  his  place  with 
drain  tile  and  good  fences,  many  rods  of  well-kept 
hedge  serving  to  outline  his  fields.  The  land  is 
watered  by  Forked  Creek  and  every  acre  is  tillable. 
Oats  and  corn  are  the  principal  grain  crops,  in  the 
cultivation  of  which  three  teams  are  employed.  He 
keeps  thirteen  cows  and  raises  draft  horses  of  the 
Clydesdale  breed.  Mr.  (Jeuther  has  also  invested 
in  South  Dakota  land,  having  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  in  Douglas  County,  which  compiises 
two  imiiroved  farms  which  are  oi)erated  b}-  his 
children.  Credit  is  due  him  for  his  success,  partic- 
ularly as  he  was  obliged  to  begin  at  the  bottom  of 
the  ladder  after  the  war,  as  the  monc}-  which  he 
hail  was  Confederate  script  ami  consequently 
valueless. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Gcuther  took  place  in 
Charleston,  S.  C,  in  IS.JT.  His  bride  was  Miss 
Bertha  Kaffe,  who  was  born  near  Bremen,  Germany, 
and  who  died  in  Charleston  in  18Cfi.  She  left  three 
children — Bertha,  who  is  married  to  Christ  Beeler, 
and  lives  in  Douglas  Countj',  S.  Dak.;  William, 
who  is  ill  the  euqjlov  of  a  railroad  in  .Sioux  City, 
Iowa;  and  Christ,  who  operates  a  farm  in  South 
Dakota. 

The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  (unithcr  took  place 
at  Mt.  Pleasant,  S.  C,  in  18G9,  and  has  been  blest 
In-  the  birth  of  eight  children — George,  Lizzie, 
Lawrence,  Caroline,  Amelia,  Augusta,  Helena  and 
Fdith.  all  of  whom  are  at  home.  The  mother  of 
this  interesting  family  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Augusta  Bose,  and  was  liorn  in  .Stibnitch,  Prussia, 
October  31, 1839.  Her  father,  Johan  Bose,  was  born 
in  Voline,  and  was  an  overseer  of  fishermen;  her 
mother,  formerly  Miss  Anna  Bairns,  was  also  a 
native  of  Prussia.  Mrs.  (Jeuthcr  was  reared  to  the 
age  of  thirteen  years  in  her  native  place  .and  con- 
tinued to  live  in  the  (Jerman  Emiiire  five  years 
longer.  She  then  sailed  for  America  in  the 
"Ghost,"  which  made  the  voyage  from  Bremen  to 
Charleston.  S.  ('..  in  six   weeks.     This  was  in  1858, 
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and  the  3'oung'  lady  worked  in  Charleston  until  the 
war,  when  she  went  to  Wallhallow,  three  hundred 
miles  nortli.  Tliere  she  remained  until  the  close 
of  tlie  war,  when  she  returned  to  Charleston.  She 
is  an  excellent  housekeeper,  a  devoted  motlier  and 
a  good  neighbor. 

Mr.  Geuther  is  a  very  intelligent  man  and  his 
long  residence  in  tliis  country  lias  given  him  an 
excellent  knowledge  of  the  English  language.  His 
personal  characteristics  are  such  that  he  is  well 
liked  bj-  members  of  the  community,  and  his  busi- 
ness energy  has  given  liim  prominence.  He  be- 
longs to  the  Lutheran  Church  in  which  he  holds  tlie 
otliee  of  Trustee,  and  he  is  serving  elliciently  as 
Sc-liool  DirecUir  of  his  district.  In  politics,  he  is  a 
Democrat.  Ke  has  served  on  liotli  grand  and  petit 
juries. 

OHN  SCflROEDKR  A  SUN.  Among  tlie 
nourishing  business  houses  of  JNLuihatlan 
j  that  wliieli  is  conducted  under  the  above 
style  is  li_v  no  means  least.  On  the  contrary, 
tlie  Messrs.  Selimeder  are  aiiiung  the  largest  dealers 
ill  the  town,  carrying  a  large  stock  of  groceries  and 
general  merchandise,  which  includes  (hy-goods, 
clotliing.  boots  and  shoes.  The  firm  also  deals  in 
thiur  and  salt,  and  bandies  a  large  amount  of  pro- 
duce. Their  stock  is  well  selected,  thoroughly 
adaiited  to  the  needs  and  wishes  of  those  who  pat- 
ronize the  establishment,  and  the  sales  being  con- 
ducted according  to  the  strictest  honor  and  by  men 
whose  courtesy  is  unfailing  and  whose  willingness 
to  oblige  is  apparent  to  all,  the  reputation  of  the 
firm  is  constantly  growing. 

The  senior  member  of  this  firm  is  a  son  of  Prof. 
John  Schroedcr,  who  was  born  in  Kerr-Hessian  .and 
was  graduated  from  a  German  seminary  after  a 
six-j'ears'  course  of  study.  He  taught  in  different 
towns  in  Hesse  antl  dieil  at  the  age  of  forty-six 
years.  His  wife  was  Philipine  Schucht,  a  Hessian 
lady  of  worth,  daughter  of  Martin  Schucht,  a 
wealthy  farmer  and  miller,  and  an  influential  citi- 
zen who  held  various  public  offices  in  Kerr-Hesse. 
Prof.  Schroedcr  and  his  wife  reared  three  children 
to  manhood  and  womanhood.     Tliej-  are  Charles,  a 


farmer  of  Wilton  Township,  this  county;  John  and 
Maria  C.,now  Mrs.  C.  Justcs,  of  Rosewood,  Chicago. 
Going  back  another  generation  in  the  ancestral  line 
we  find  Prof.  Anton  Schroedcr,  also  an  able  teacher, 
who  was  born  in  Hauda  Kerr-Hesse. 

John  Schroedcr  was  born  in  Germany  and  reared 
under  favorable  home  influences.  His  father  died 
when  he  was  nine  years  old,  but  he  remained  with 
his  mother  until  he  had  entered  his  teens,  when  he 
began  the  labors  of  life  as  a  clerk  in  a  general  store 
in  Hesse-Cassel.  After  sojourning  there  three 
j'ears  he  went  to  Gottingen,  where  he  clerked  until 
he  was  twenty  years  old.  During  this  period  he 
took  jirivate  lessons  in  French,  book-keeping  and 
music.  When  twenty  3-ears  old  he  entered  the 
German  army,  serving  two  years  and  two  months 
in  the  First  German  Rifle  Battalion,  Third  Com- 
pany. The  life  of  a  soldier  was  most  distasteful  to 
him  and  as  soon  .as  his  term  was  completed  he  made 
preparations  to  join  his  brother  and  sister  in  Amer- 
ica, they  being  at  that  time  at  Blue  Island,  Cook 
County,  III. 

October  l.'i,  ISoti,  the  good  sliiii,  "I'nion,"  Capt. 
Claussen,  spread  her  sails  and  left  the  harbor  of 
Bremen  for  a  voyage  across  the  Atlantic.  Among 
the  passengers  was  Mr.  Schroedcr,  who  landed  iu 
New  York,  January  3,  1857,  whence  he  came  at 
once  to  Chicago  by  rail.  His  brother  was  engaged 
in  wagon-making  at  lUue  Island  and  he  took  up 
the  same  trade,  working  with  him,  and  also  in  Chi- 
cago and  Michigan  City,  lud.  In  the  fall  of  1860 
he  came  to  Will  Count\'  and  located  at  Wilton 
Center,  where  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
carriages  and  wagons.  He  built  a  residence  and 
shop,  and  worked  up  an  excellent  business,  at  which 
he  continued  to  labor  until  1882.  He  then  aban- 
doned wagon-making  to  oiserate  a  farm  of  eighty 
acres  adjoining  the  village,  of  which  he  had  been 
the  purchaser. 

In  the  spring  of  1887,  Mr.  Schroedcr  leinoved  to 
Manhattan,  forming  the  present  partnership  with 
his  son  and  buying  the  general  merchandise  stock 
of  Knajjp  &  McGovney.  He  continued  to  handle 
agricultural  implements,  in  which  he  had  begun  to 
deal  at  Wilton  Center,  until  January,  1890,  when 
that  branch  of  the  trade  was  abandoned.  The 
means  which    Mr.  Schroedcr    has    invested  in   his 
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business  is  not  his  only  possoBsion,'  but  lie  owns 
town  lots  and  a  residence,  whicli  is  vahuilile  and 
attractive.  His  business  energy  and  tact  are  not 
excelled  in  the  city  and  all  who  know  him  agree  in 
the  verdict  which  pronounces  his  success  hut  a 
merited  reward. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Schrocdcr  was  celebrated 
in  Thornton,  111.,  February  7,  1859,  the  lady  of  his 
choice  being  Miss  Annie  Justcs.  She  was  born  in 
Munden,  Prussia,  and  her  father,  Joseph  Justes,  was 
also  a  native  of  that  place.  lie  emigrated  witli 
his  family  about  1858,  making  his  home  in  I?lue 
Island,  Cook  County,  where  he  continued  to  work 
at  his  trade  of  a  shoemaker  until  his  death.  Mrs. 
Schroedcr  possesses  a  fine  characlcr,  is  a  notable 
housewife,  and  has  been  devoted  U>  the  intcrosls  of 
her  husband  and  the  children,  wlioin  she  has  reaied 
to  habits  of  usefulness. 

The  family  of  John  Schroedcr  includes  eight 
sons  and  daughters,  of  whom  Mary,  Dor.'i.and  Katie 
still  linger  b\'  tlic  home  fireside.  Clemencc,  llic 
first-born,  is  senior  member  of  the  firm,  and  his  Hfc 
will  be  more  fully  detailed  below;  the  second  child 
is  Emma,  now  Mrs.  Rose,  of  Wilton  Township;  tlic 
third  is  Louis,  who  is  married  and  farming  his 
father's  acres;  the  fourtli  is  Annie,  now  Mi-s.  ftlnckcy 
wlio  lives  in  Manhattan;  the  (ifth  is  Mrs.  .Sophia 
Clerdes,  of  Wallingford. 

His  fellow-citizens  have  not  allowed  Mr.  Schroe- 
dcr to  exert  his  abilities  cntirelj-  in  personal  affairs 
but  have  called  upon  him  to  act  as  Collector  and 
School  Director.  In  both  of  these  offices  he  served 
while  residing  at  Wilton,  and  he  also  helped  to  or- 
ganize the  society  and  build  the  house  of  worship 
for  the  Lutherans  in  that  place.  He  is  a  charter 
member  of  the  church  there  and  is  justl}'  consid- 
ered one  of  the  pillars  therein,  having  ever  been  an 
active  worker.  In  |)olitics  he  is  a  stanch  Pepub- 
lican. 

Clemence  Schroeder,  junior  partner  in  the  firm 
of  J.  Schroeder  6;  Son,  was  born  at  Wilton  Center, 
August  1,  18G0.  He  is  a  young  man  of  rare  busi- 
ness qualification?  and  a  degree  of  enterprise  which 
indicates  that  if  his  life  is  spared  he  will  become 
one  of  the  most  influential  business  men  of  North- 
ern Illinois.  His  traits  of  character  and  disposition 
are  such  as  to  win  and  keep  friends,  and  everyone 


has  a  good  word  for  him.  Ho  was  reared  in  his 
native  place  and  there  afforded  excellent  school 
advantages,  also  having  the  privilege  of  six  months' 
at;tendance  at  a  German  school  in  Glassville,  Ind. 
Returning  to  his  home  after  this  course  of  study, 
young  Schroedcr,  who  had  not  long  before  entered 
his  teens,  began  to  assist  his  father  by  painting 
carriages  and  wagons.  The  air  of  the  paint  room, 
which  had  to  be  tightly  closed  during  much  of  the 
work  which  he  performed,  proved  injurious  to  his 
health,  and  he  left  the  shop  and  went  upon  the 
farm.  Tliere  he  engaged  in  agricultur.al  labors, 
finding  his  health  much  benefited  by  his  out-of- 
door  life,  which  he  continued  until  188t.  He  then 
came  to  Manhattan,  where  for  a  year  he  was  em- 
ployed as  a  clerk  by  Klliott  &  Bryant.  He  next 
accepted  a  similar  position  with  Knapp  &  McGov- 
ney,  in  whose  employ  he  remained  until  the  fii-st  of 
March,  1887.  His  em|)loycrs  were  then  bought 
out  by  himself  and  father  and  the  new  lirni  insti- 
tuted, which  is  prosperous  and  popular. 

The  virtues  and  acquirements  of  Miss  .Sophia 
Krapp.  a  native  of  Mokena,  won  tlie  affection  of 
Mr.  Schroeder  and,  his  wooing  having  proved  suc- 
cessful, she  became  his  wife  April  20,  1887.  The 
young  couple  have  one  child,  a  bright  little  boy 
named  Alvin.  Mrs.  Schroe<U'r  is  a  daughter  of 
^lartin  Krapp.  a  German  stock  dealer,  who  li.as 
been  for  a  niimbcr  of  years  engaged  in  stock-deal- 
ing and  the  moat  business  in  Mokena. 

Clemerice  Schroeder  is  one  of  those  Ihiough 
whose  efforts  the  town  of  Manhattan  was  incorpo- 
ated.  He  is  now  serving  his  second  term  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  he  held  the 
position  of  assistant  Postmaster  a  little  over  year. 
He  follows  his  father's  example  and  teaching  in 
being  a  stanch  Republican,  and  he  also  l)elongs  to 
the  (Torman  Lutheran  Cliurch  at  Wilton. 


AT.  J.  POWELL,  senior  member  of  the  firm 
of  Powell  Br(;s.,  is,  with  his  partner,  tran- 
sacting a  thriving  business  as  a  dealer  in 
gravel,  cobble  stones  and  sand,  operating  two  pits 
of  thirty  feet  depth,  convenient  to  the    railroad 
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tracks,  and  having  all  the  necessary  facilities  in 
connection  therewith.  He  also  deals  considerably 
in  real  estate.  He  is  numbered  among  the  rising 
young  business  men  of  Joliet,  popular  in  society 
and  having  before  him  a  fair  outlook  for  the 
future. 

A  native  of  the  town  of  Clarkson,  N.  Y.,  Mr. 
Rowell  was  born  .June  26,  1858,  and  was  brought 
by  ills  parents  to  this  count3'  when  a  child  of  two 
years.  They  lived  on  a  farm  until  he  was  fourteen 
years  old  and  then  removed  to  the  present  residence 
of  the  family  on  Richards  Street.  Young  Rowell, 
during  his  boyhood  attended  the  academy  in  Joliet 
and  subsequently  was  a  student  in  the  University 
of  Jlinnesota  one  year.  Later  lie  was  in  Chicago 
t'niversity  four  j-ears,  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated  with  high  honors  in  1878. 

Returning  now  to  Joliet,  Mr.  Rowell  became  in- 
terested in  newspaper  work,  and  for  one  year  was 
city  editor  of  the  Bfipvblicnixl  Sun.  Upon  sever- 
ing his  connection  with  this  paper  be  repaired  to 
W.asliington,  I).  C,  to  assume  the  duties  of  a  gov- 
ernment office.  He  resigned  this  in  1885,  ami 
returning  again  to  Joliet,  became  interested  in  real 
estate  and  insurance  to  which  he  confined  his  atten- 
tion until  1889.  That  year  he  extended  his  busi- 
ness as  alreaily  stated. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Hopkins  and 
Marv  E.  (Blood)  Rowell,  likewise  natives  of  Mon- 
roe County,  N.  Y.  and  the  father  born  in  Clarkson 
in  l.sO'J.  There  was  born  to  them  a  family  of  five 
cliildren,  all  of  whom  are  living;  the  father  is  now 
deceased  and  the  mother  still  living  in  Joliet. 


'JY/ AMES  McNAMEE.  managing  editor  of  the 
Press  and  Secretary  of  the  Joliet  Press 
Publishing  Company,  although  only  a  resi- 
dent of  the  city  for  three  years  past,  has 
become  favorably  known  to  the  greater  portion  of 
its  people  and  is  looked  upon  as  a  thorough  busi- 
ness man,  fully  competent  for  the  position  which 
he  has  assumed.  He  was  born  in  County  Tyrone, 
Iieland,  October  1.3.  1848,  and  there  and  in  Eng- 
land spent  the  first  thirty-two  years  df  his  life.   At 


an  early  age  he  became  interested  in  newspaper 
work,  and  going  over  to  England,  was  for  fifteen 
years  engaged  as  a  journalist,  meeting  with  more 
than  ordinar}^  success. 

Finally,  in  August,  1881,  Mr.  McNamee  deter- 
mined upon  emigrating  to  America,  and  after 
crossing  the  Atlantic,  located  in  New  York  Citj^ 
where  he  was  in  the  emplo}'  of  different  news- 
papers until  going  to  Philadelphia,  Pa.  He  so- 
journed there  until  coming  to  the  West.  Upon 
reaching  this  county,  he  located  at  once  in  Joliet, 
and  was  emplo3'ed  as  editor  of  the  Press  prior  to 
the  reorganization  of  the  company,  and  when  this 
was  effected,  having  by  his  good  habits  and  steady 
attention  to  liusiness  secured  the  confidence  of 
those  with  whom  he  was  associated,  he  was  chosen 
for  his  present  position.  He  has  proven  a  proper 
man  for  the  place  and  has  exerted  no  small  influ- 
ence in  bringing  the  Press  to  its  present  efficiency 
and  prominence.  He  was  reared  in  the  Catholic 
faith  of  his  forefathers  and  belongs  to  St.  Mary's 
Church.  His  parents  were  John  and  Mary  Mc- 
Namee, natives  likewise  of  County  Tyrone,  Ire- 
land, and  who  are  now  deceased. 

While  a  resident  of  the  cit}-  of  Middlesborougli, 
England,  Mr.  McNamee  was  wedded,  July  27, 
1S76,  to  Miss  Flora  O'Neill.  Of  this  union  there 
have  been  born  six  children,  all  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing, and  named  respectively:  .bihn,  Peter,  James, 
Pliilip,  Mary  and  Joseph.  The  little  family  occu- 
pies a  neat  home  in  the  Seventh  Ward  and  enjoys 
tile  friendship  and  acquaintance  of  its  cultivated 
people. 

The  Joliet  Press  Publishing  Company  was  incor- 
porated October  6,  1889,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
¥20,000,  of  which  §5,000  was  paid  up.  There  has 
since  been  added  $10,000  to  the  paid-up  stock. 
The  officers  are:  Dr.  William  Dougall,  President 
and  Treasurer;  James  McNamee,  Secretary  and 
Managing  Editor.  The  Board  of  Directors  con- 
sists of  five  members,  viz:  Dr.  AVilliam  Dougall, 
James  McNamee,  D.  M.  Stiles,  Capt.  James  Miller 
and  M.  J.  Kane.  The  office  is  thoroughly  equipped 
for  both  newspaper  and  job  printing,  having,  since 
the  consolidation,  increased  its  facilities  by  the  put- 
ting in  of  new  machinery  and  presses  of  the  most 
ap[>roved  make.     The  outlook  is  flattering,  and  as 
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the  establishment  is  in  the  haiiils  uf  soiue  of  the 
most  capable  business  men  of  the  city,  there  is 
little  question  liuit  the  enleri)iise  will  he  an  entire 
success. 

■ill/OnN  FRIDLEY.  In  passing  tiirough  Flor- 
ence Township,  a  visitor  is  struck  h}-  the 
prosperous  appearance  of  inany  of  the  rural 
homes,  and  the  eyes  are  especially  attracted 
to  some  of  the  residences  that  dot  tlie  landscape. 
Among  those  thus  conspicuous  is  that  of  !\Ii'.  Frid- 
ley,  a  commodious  building  of  [deasing  design, 
which  is  accom|)anied  b^'  fine  barns  and  other 
structures  needful  to  a  flourishing  agriculturist. 
The  fertile  acres  that  surround  the  dwelling  show 
that  the  owner  is  a  master  hand,  for,  although  the 
land  is  now  rented,  nothing  is  allowed  to  gain  a 
look  of  neglect  or  in  any  wise  indicate  a  loss  of  its 
former  progressive  attitude. 

Mr.  Fridlc}'  is  a  native  of  the  far-famed  land  of 
Switzerland,  where  his  eyes  opened  to  the  light 
March  26,  1838.  lie  is  the  only  child  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  Fridley,  the  former  of  whom  spent  his 
life  in  that  clime  and  the  latter  still  lives  there. 
When  nineteen  j-ears  old,  young  Fridley  came  to 
America,  settling  in  Florence  Township,  this  county, 
on  a  tract,  where  he  remained  from  18.57  until 
1876,  when  he  became  the  occupant  of  the  estate 
he  now  owns.  This  comprises  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  on  sections  10  and  11.  All  the  build- 
ings ou  the  place  have  been  made  by  him,  and  to 
his  energ}'  is  due  every  improvement  that  makes  of 
the  estate  so  valuable  a  piece  of  propert}'. 

Inheriting  a  devotion  to  countr3'  that  is  chai- 
acteristic  of  the  (lerman  stock,  whence  he  derives 
his  origin,  Mr.  Fridley  devoted  some  of  the  liest 
years  of  his  life  to  the  protection  of  the  flag  of  the 
Union.  In  1862  he  joined  the  army  as  a  private 
in  Company  G,  One  Hundrcth  Illinois  Infantry, 
and  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  rebellion.  His 
campaigning  was  done  in  Kentucky,  Tennessee 
and  Georgia,  and  during  it  he  fought  in  several  of 
the  most  noted  contests  of  the  war,  among  them 
being  Stone    River,  Chickamaug.i,  Mission   Ridge, 


Kenesaw  :\fouutain,  Resaca,  and  the  various  battles 
of  the  Atlanta  campaign.  At  Kenesaw  he  was 
wounded  and  disabled  for  a  time.  He  was  mus- 
tered out  of  the  service  at  Nashville,  and  going  to 
Cliicago,  thci'c  received  his  discharge  July  1,  1865. 
He  is  numbered  in  the  ranks  of  the  Republican 
|)arty,  but  takes  no  part  in  politics  other  tlian  to 
cast  his  vote  when  occasion  rcfpiircs. 

\n  important  stei)  in  the  life  of  our  sulijcct 
look  place  on  Christmas  Da\-,  I.SCf!,  on  which  date 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Marv  A.  Dal- 
lcnl)ach,  of  his  own  township.  This  estimable  ladv 
was  tlu'  widow  of  Christian  Dallenbach,  by  whom 
she  had  two  children — lohn  W.  and  Frank.  She 
was  born  in  AVurtemburg,  Germany,  and  still  lives, 
enjoying  with  her  companion  the  fruits  of  indus- 
try and  the  esteem  of  many  friends.  She  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Evangelical  Church.  To  her  and  her 
present  husband  a  son  was  born,  E.  Franklin,  from 
whom  they  were  compelled  to  i)art  when  he  was 
eleven  years  old. 


m^ 


ILLIAM  IIELDT.  This  gentleman  owns 
Wv-Xvyf  ^"'^  occupies  a  valuable  estate  of  two  hun- 
W^l  dred  and  forty  acres  on  section  35,  Wash- 
ington Township,  and  is  numbered  among  the  en- 
ter|)rising  and  progressive  agriculturists  of  the 
county.  He  has  improved  most  of  the  land  which 
comprises  his  estate,  and  put  up  all  tiie  buildings 
upon  it,  which  include  every  necessary  and  conven- 
ient arrangemert  for  the  carrying  on  of  the  work 
of  the  farm.  He  was  born  in  Mecklenburg,  Ger- 
many, March  4,  1825,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  his 
native  country,  acquiring  a  good  education  and  the 
[)ractical  knowledge  which  has  been  of  use  in  his 
mature  years.  He  is  the  son  of  natives  of  Meck- 
lenburg who  came  with  other  mend)crs  of  their 
family  to  America  and  died  here.  A  fuller  his- 
tory of  the  family  will  be  found  in  the  biography 
of  E.  Ileldt. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  married 
in  his  native  land  to  Miss  Hannah  Stedt,  who  was 
born  ;uid  reared  in  the  same  province  as  himself 
and    wliose   parental    history    is    included     in     the 
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sketch  of  William  Stedt,  elsewhere  in  this  Aluim. 
Soon  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Heklt  and  his  wife 
started  for  America,  taking  passage  at  Hamburg 
and  landing  in  llie  metropolis,  whence  i\\ey  went 
at  once  to  Chicago,  later  making  a  settlement  in 
York  Township,  DuPage  Count}-.  There  jNIr. 
Heldt  began  to  work  as  a  laborer  on  the  railroad, 
subsequently  becomii;g  the  operator  of  rented  laud. 
In  the  latter  manner  lie  was  engaged  until  1864, 
when  lie  came  to  Will  Count}'  and  purchased  his 
first  land.  In  his  efforts  to  obtain  a  good  home 
he  was  ably  seconded  by  his  good  wife  and  the}' 
toiled  hard  together  until  her  death,  which  occurred 
June  30,  1888.  She  had  reached  the  age  of  Ifty- 
two  and  one-half  years. 

Tlie  family  of  Mr.  Heldt  consists  of  eleven  sons 
and  (huighters.  Minnie  died  at  the  age  of  twent}' 
years,  Emma  at  the  age  of  three,  and  Fred  at  the 
a*^e  of  two.  Henry  married  Steinie  Granges,  and 
occupies  a  farm  in  Washington  Township;  Will- 
iam who  lives  on  a  farm  near  Joliet,  married  Vinie 
Keichemelster;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Louis  Fieali,  a 
farmer  in  Washington  Township;  Charles  remains 
with  his  father  and  helps  to  work  the  farm;  Her- 
man, John,  I'>mma  and  Ameal  are  also  at  home. 

Mr.  Heldt  is  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Republican  party.  Ho  is  connected 
with  the  Lutheran  Church,  with  which  bis  wife 
was  also  identified.  He  is  held  in  good  repute  as 
an  honorable  and  industridus  man,  a  reliable  cit- 
izen, and  a  kindly  jjarent. 

„,   : :,g^J^iS*gc       :     » . 

f/OSEPH  HARPER.  The  farming  and  agri- 
cultural  interests  of  New  liCnox  Township 
recognize  a  worthy  representative  in  ]\Ir. 
\^/  Harper,  who  owns  and  occupies  a  well-de- 
veloped farm  on  section  12,  where  he  has  first-class 
buildings  and  all  the  other  appurtenances  of  the 
well-regulated  country  estate.  The  hand  of  thrift 
anil  indiistr}'  is  apparent  at  all  points,  and  presents 
a  pleasant  picture  of  the  results  of  energy  and  per- 
severance. 

The  Harper  family  is  of  English  origin,  and 
Thomas    Harper,   the    father    of  our    subject,    was 


born  in  Westmoreland  County,  England,  where 
he  was  reared  to  man's  estate  and  was  married. 
His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Ann  Wil- 
son, was  born  in  Lancashire,  and  the  parents  came 
to  America  in  1852.  They  settled  in  Lockport, 
Will  Count}',  III.,  but  only  sojourned  there  two 
months,  removing  then  to  Frankfort  Township, 
where  they  lived  five  or  six  years.  Their  nexi,  re- 
moval was  to  New  Lenox  Township,  this  count}', 
where  the  father  selected  land  on  section  12,  and 
built  up  a  permanent  home.  There  he  and  his  es- 
timable wife  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives, 
both  dying  in  1870. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there  was  born  a 
family  of  nine  children,  of  whom  Joseph  «ras  the 
sixth.  His  native  place  was  Westmoreland  County, 
England,  and  the  date  of  his  birth  August  3,  1836. 
He  emigrated  to  Aroerica  with  his  .parents  ami  re- 
mained a  member  of  the  household  until  about  the 
time  of  reaching  his  majority.  His  home  since 
coming  to  this  country  has  betu  mostly  in  Frank- 
fort and  New  Lenox  Townships,  and  he  has  uni- 
formly followed  fanning  pursuits.  His  properly 
embraces  one  hundred  .ind  ninety-four  and  one- 
half  acres  of  choice  land,  and  the  improvements 
which  we  now  see  upon  it  have  arisen  through 
the  laI)ors  and  good  management  of  the  proprietor. 

Mr.  Harper  was  married  April  15,  1862,  at  the 
bride's  home  in  Frankfort  Townshi[),  to  Miss  Isa- 
liella,  daughter  of  Tilford  and  Lucy  Ann  (Owen) 
Duncan.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Harper  were  natives 
of  Kentucky,  whence  they  emigrated  to  Illinois 
about  1833,  and  located  among  the  pioneers  of 
Frankfort  Township.  There  the  father  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  days  engaged  in  farming  pursitits, 
and  died  in  November,  1860.  The  mother  is  still 
living.  Their  family  consisted  of  eleven  children, 
six  of  whom  are  living.  Mrs.  Harper,  who  was 
next  to  the  eldest,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Frank- 
fort i\Iay  21,  1844,  acquired  her  education  in  the 
common  schools  and  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  her  marriage. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harper  are  ilie  parents  of  three 
children.  The  eldest,  a  daughter,  Delia  J.,  is  the 
wife  of  George  AV.  Robinson,  of  Joliet.  George 
W.  and  Warren  T.  still  remain  at  home  with 
their  parents.      Mr.  Harper,  politically,   is  a  sound 
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Reiiublican,  while  he-  and  his  soori  wife  are  piorai- 
nently  connected  with  the  Baptist  Chiircli,  attend- 
ing seivices  at  Mokena.  They  are  people  higlily 
respected  in  their  immunity,  and  have  one  of  llie 
ploasantest  homes  in  the  township.  Their  residence, 
both  in  exte£igr  finLsh  and  inner  decorations,  is  a 
•  ''beautifiil  one,  and  is  represented  I13'  a  view  on 
f-  ■     anijther  page. 


■w"'»"w". 


tOlIN  .SWKEDLKR.  Whatever  may  he  truth- 
fully said  of  the  evils  of  emigration,  and 
whatever  effort  the  citizens  of  America  raaj' 
make  to  prevent  the  landing  upon  our  shores 
of  the  masses  who  have  been  flooding  our  ports  of 
entry,  it  is  nevertheless  beyonil  dis|)Ute  that  to  for- 
eign countries  we  are  indebted  for  many  of  our 
best  citizens.  These  arc  the  men  who  have  come, 
not  from  the  haunts  of  vice  or  |):iupcr  homes,  but 
who  have  been  reared  in  hondralilc  :inil  fiugal 
habils,  ann'who,  wliilc  seeking  a  broader  field  for 
their'energies,  do  so  with  the  intention  of  assisting 
in  the  best  development  of  the  country  to  wliicli 
tliey  come. 

In  the  Em[)ire  of  (iermany.  .bilui  Sweedlcr  was 
born  November  2fi,  1819.  He  received  the  excel- 
lent education  which  the  Fatherland  bestows  upon 
all'.'  ■  After  remaining  in  his  native  land  until  the 
spring  of  1857,  with  his  wife  and  \oung  son  he 
crossed  the  Atlantic,  to  m.ake  a  home  in  America. 
They  landed  in  New  York,  whence  tlu^y  went  direct 
U)  Bliie-  Island,  Cook  County,  and  there  they  so- 
journed several  years.  Then  selecting  a  location 
iafthis  county,  Mr.  Sweedlcr  bought  eighty  acres 
of  land  on  section  23,. Jackson  Township,  where  he 
has  since  resided.  He  has  added  to  his  original 
purchase,  his  estate  now  amounting  to  one  hundred 
and  thirty  acres,  on  which  he  has  erected  excellent 
buildings  and  made  other  imi)rovements.  His  la- 
bors are  characterized  by  zeal,  prudence  and  thrift, 
and  it  needs  but  a  glance  at  his  home  to  assure  the 
visitor  that  the  family  enjoy  their  worldly  posses- 
sions. 

The  wife   who    accompanied    Mi'.  Sweedler    from 


?^\ 


^■ 


the  Fatherland  was  liorn  tlicre  October  13,  1821. 
and  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary  Hammond. 
Siie  shared  her  husband's  cares  and  successes  until 
the  fall  of  1870,  when  after  about  twenty  years  of 
wedded  life,  she  closed  her  eyes  to  earthly  tilings, 
the  date  of  her  decease  being  September  21 .  She 
had  borne  her  husband  two  children:  P^dward, 
whose  natal  day  was  March  23,  18.55,  and  Augus- 
tus, wdio  was  born  November  25,  1858.  The  oldest 
son  is  now  living  in  Manhattan  Township,  having 
on  Feliriiary  15,  1883,  married  Miss  Amelia  Kling- 
ler;  thiy  have  two  children,  John  Edward,  born 
M.ay 'J,  1883;  and  Llo.yd  Klias,  November  21,  1884, 

A  second  matrimonial  alliance  w.as  contracted  by 
Mr.  Sweedler,  March  31,  1872.  His  companion 
was  Fredericka  DeutscliniMiin,  a  native  of  ( lermany, 
who  was  born  Ma3'  18,  1830.  .She  was  about  eight- 
een years  okl  wheji  she  came  to  America,  and  in 
this  township  her  marriage  to  our  subject  took 
place.  This  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of 
four  chihlicn.  Alviii  was  boi'ii  August  7.1873, 
and  clird  April  15.  1K77;  Clarence  E.  was  born 
April  2'J.  I87(;:  (ieorge,  March  I,  1878;  Willis 
R.,  M.ay  11.  ISSJ.  Mrs.  .Sweedler  is  a  consistent 
menilicr  of  the  Cciiiiau  liaptist  Church  and  en- 
deavors to  rule  her  liouscliold  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  lit  hcrolTspring  for  useful  .-lud  lioiKU-able  careers. 
'I  lie  lu-otlierly  kindness,  whicli  is  so  prominently 
kept  before  the  imIihIs  of  the  members  of  the  reli- 
gious body  to  which  ^hc  licloiigs,  wins  for  her  the 
good  will  of  .'ill  her  neighbors.  Mr.  Sweedler  is  a 
stanch  llcpulilican.  .Although  not  identified  with 
any  religious  body,  his  life  has  been  an  upright  one 
and  he  receives  from  his  fellow-citi/.ens  a  due  meas- 
ure of  respect  and  a|)probatiou. 

On  another  page  the  reader  will  observe  a  view 
of  Mr.  Swecdler's  pleasant  and  commodious  resi- 
dence, with  the  rural  surroundings. 

^^EORGE  S.  HOUSE.  This  gentleman  is  one 
if  (_-^  of  the  leading  members  of  the  bar  of 
^^^  Northern  Illinoi.s,  and  undoubtedly  stands 
at  the  head  of  the  profession  in  .Tolict.  He  is 
persistent,   studious,   and    devoted    to    his    calling. 
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displaying  in  the  couihict  of  cases  given  to  liis 
charge,  a  knowledge  of  legal  precedents,  ]irinciples 
of  law  and  equity,  and  a  knowledge  of  human 
nature  such  as  few  men  possess.  Not  onl.y  is  he 
recognized  as  a  legal  light  of  the  first  magnitude, 
but  his  social  qualities  and  general  intelligence 
make  for  him  a  place  iu  the  best   circles  of  society. 

The  House  family  formerl}-  belonged  in  the  Em- 
pire State,  Oneida  County  being  the  birthplace  of 
Rodney  House,  the  father  of  our  subject.  In  the 
same  county  Judith  Stillman  was  born  and  became 
his  wife.  Mr.  House  was  a  wagon-maker.  In 
1833  lie  came  to  Illinois,  settling  ui  Cook  Count}' 
in  that  portion  afterward  called  Grundy  Count}' ; 
two  years  later  he  became  a  resident  of  that  section 
now  known  as  Will  County.  To  him  and  his 
estimable  wife  two  cliiklren  were  born — Rodney, 
Jr.,  and  George  S. 

On  March  1,  1835,  in  wliat  was  then  Grundy 
County,  George  S.  House  opened  his  eyes  to  the 
light  of  day.  He  attended  the  district  schools,  and 
after  securing  a  fundamental  education,  entered 
the  academy  at  Rume,  X.  Y..  where  he  prosecuted 
his  studies  three  years.  He  then  liecame  a  student 
in  Hamilton  College,  X.  Y.,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1856.  Having  chosen  the 
law  as  his  life  work,  he  began  its  study  and  after  a 
complete  course  at  Columbia  Law  J^chool,  N.  Y., 
was  graduated  therefrom  in  1859.  Returning  to 
Illinois  he  located  in  Joliet  and  began  a  practice 
which  has  redounded  to  his  credit,  and  has  been 
the  means  of  securing  just  decisions  in  many  cases. 
With  the  exception  of  two  years  spent  in  Chicago 
and  four  years  in  arm}-  life,  Joliet  has  l.ieen  the 
home  i;f  Mr.  House  since  he  lirst  (H)ened  his  ollice 
here. 

Under  (Jen.  Donaldson,  of  the  (Quartermaster's 
De[)artment,  Mr.  House  acted  during  the  war, 
being  Auditor  and  Casliier  in  the  general  disburs 
ing  oflii:C  at  Xashville,  'I'enn.,  and  Louisville,  Ivy. 
He  has  been  coiporation  lawyer  for  the  Chicago, 
Wilmington  tV:  Vermillion  Coal  Company,  and  for 
the  Chicago  &  Alton  Railroad  Company.  His  [lo- 
litical  afliliation  is  with  the  Republican  i)arty. 

The  home  of  Mr.  House  is  presided  over  b}'  a 
lady  of  culture  and  refinement,  who  is  held  in  the 
highest  esteem  in  the  circle  of  society  in  which  she 


moves,  and'by  many  in  humbler  walks  of  life  who 
know  her  kindness  of  heart  and  generous  regard  for 
those  in  need.  She  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Virginia  A.  Osgood,  and  became  the  wife  of  our 
subject  June  27,  1860.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Uri 
-Osgood  of  this  city.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  House  six 
children  have  been  born,  named  respectively; 
George  Clinton,  Harry  O.,  Virginia  Chamber- 
lai::,  Gould,  Robert  and  Hazel.  The  eldest  son  is 
now  at  work  for  the  Chicago  &  Wilmington  Coal 
Company.  The  youngest  son,  Robert,  is  highly 
commended  for  the  courage  and  coolness  which  hfe 
disjilayed  in  saving  the  life  of  a  sciiool  companion 
who  was  on  the  point  of  drowning.  Virginia  C. 
was  married,  April  10,  1890,  in  Joliet,  to  Frank  E. 
Chamberlain.  The  younger  members  of  the  fam- 
ily do  honor  to  the  parental  care  which  has  been 
bestowed  upon  them,  being  well  informed,  courteous 
and  of  good  habits. 

^  lyiLLIAM  IRELAND  is  foreman  of  the 
\/\'li  P-'^ttern  department  of  the  Fox  plant  which 
y^  is  under  the  control  of  the  Illinois  Steel 
Works  Company,  by  whom  he  has  been  employed 
for  the  i>ast  nine  }ears.  For  a  score  of  years  he 
has  been  engaged  in  the  same  business,  in  which  he 
is  a  master  workman,  a  fact  that  is  thoroughly  ap- 
preciated by  his  employers.  He  was  born  in  Kirk- 
wall on  the  Orkney  Islands,  north  of  Scotland,  July 
26,  1842,  and  was  engaged  in  Glasgow  and  London 
in  patkrn-making.  Having  determined  to  seek  a 
home  in  the  I'nited  States,  he  crossed  the  Atlantic 
in  Afiril,  1872,  and  obtaining  a  jiosition  in  the 
Cleveland  Rolling  Mills  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  resided 
in  that  city  for  nearly  a  decade.  He  thSii'rSmoved 
to  Joliet,  111.,  which  has  since  been  his  home. 

Mr.  Ireland  married  Miss  Emily  Roylance,  of 
Chelford,  Cheshire,  England,  who  has  proved  her- 
self a  devoted  companion  to  her  husband,  and 
mother  to  the  children  who  have  been  horn  to  them. 
The  pleasant  dwelling  at  No.  820  Irving  Street, 
which  was  built  by  Mr.  Ireland,  bears  an  appear- 
ance of  order  and  refinement  which  none  but  a 
thorough  housekeeper  could  impart,  and  thorough 
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hospitality-  is  dispensed  under  its  rooff  The  family 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ireland  comprises  five  living  chil- 
dren, named  respectively,  Edna,  Emily,  John,  Mar- 
garet and  James. 

In  the  Peoples'  Loan  it  Homestead  Association. 
of  which  he  has  been  a  member  since  he  came  to 
Jolict,  Mr.  Ireland  holds  the  office  of  Director.  He 
belongs  to  the  social  orders  of  Masonry,  tlie  Knights 
of  P^-thias,  the  Royal  Arcanum  and  the  St.  An- 
drew's Society,  and  has  lield  nearly  all  the  chairs  in 
tlie  different  orders.  lie  also  belongs  to  the  Athe- 
naeum and  is  a  singing  teacher  there.  lie  votes 
with  the  Republican  party  and  during  tlie  last 
Presidential  election  belonged  to  the  Protective 
Tariff  Glee  Club.  His  religious  belief  coincides 
with  that  expressed  by  the  creed  of  the  Presbyter- 
ian Church  with  which  he  is  identified.  He  is  thor- 
oughly respected  bj-  his  fellow-men  as  an  unpre- 
tending and  useful  member  of  society,  a  reliable 
workman  and  a  Christian  gentleman. 

-^ .^-^ ^ 


J^^^IIOMAS  BENNETT  is  engaged  in  the  livery 
ir^\  business  in  Joliet,  having  an  establishment 
vV^^  well  furnished  with  good  steeds  and  equi- 
pages of  various  descriptions,and  so  conducted  as  to 
deserve  and  receive  a  fair  share  of  public  jialron- 
,age.  He  has  quite  an  extended  experience  in  this 
occupation  in  which  he  embarked  in  1872.  In 
earlier  years  he  spent  much  time  on  the  Pacific 
coast,  having  at  the  early  age  of  nineteen  years 
taken  his  place  in  the  great  army  of  gold  seekers 
who,  upon  the  discovery  of  the  precious  metal  in 
California,  rushed  thither.  As  a  forty-niner  he  saw 
many  phases  of  life  which  he  would  not  have  wit- 
nessed had  he  remained  in  the  East,  and  passed 
through  many  scenes  the  relation  of  which  wouh! 
afford  abundant  food  for  thought. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Henry  15.  and 
Sarah  (Frank)  Bennett,  of  the  Empire  Stale,  who 
came  to  Illinois  in  184.5.  Their  first  home  was  in 
the  vicinity- of  Aurora,  but  in  1881,  they  took  u[i 
their  abode  in  Joliet.  The  occupation  of  tiie  fa- 
ther was  that  of  a  tiller  of  the  snil.  He  [)assed 
away  in  1886.  ripe  in  years;  his  wilV  h.-id    prccxMJcd 


him  to  the  silent  land,  breathing  her  last  in  1884. 
The}'  were  the  parents  of  two  children,  he  of  whom 
we  write  and  Sarah,  now  Mrs.  Morse,  of  California. 

Thomas  Bennett  was  born  June  2C,  18.50,  in 
Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.,  and  his  early  years 
being  passed  upon  the  farm,  he  received  such  train- 
ing as  was  customary  to  farmer's  sons  and  the  edu- 
cation for  which  the  common  schools  afforded 
facilities.  He  was  in  his  teens  when  he  first  became 
acquainted  with  the  Prairie  State  to  which  he  ac- 
companied his  parents,  bat  which  he  left  in  a  few 
years  to  seek  the  Eldorado  to  which  the  thoughts  of 
so  manj'  were  turning.  He  spent  fourteen  3ears  on 
the  Pacific  coast,  engaged  in  mining  and  the  stock 
business,  after  which  he  returned  to  this  State  and 
became  a  farmer.  Not  many  years  had  elapsed, 
however,  before  he  abandoned  agricultural  life  to 
embark  in  the  business  which  he  is  still  successfuU}^ 
carrying  on. 

An  important  event  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Bennett 
transpired  in  December,  1868,  it  being  no  less  than 
his  marriage  to  Miss  Carrie  P.,  daughter  of  Labau 
Clark.  One  son  has  come  to  bless  the  union.  He 
received  the  name  of^Allen  and  upon  him  have 
been  bestowed  all  the  advant,ages  which  [tarental 
love  and  the  means  possessed  by  the  father  could 
compass.  He  is  still  living  under  the  parental  roof. 
Mr.  Bennett  is  a  believer  in  and  a  supporter  of  the 
princi|)les  of  the  Republican  party.  He  stands  well 
among  his  fellow-men  and  his  estimable  wife  is  also 
highly  regarded  throughout  the  community. 

IIARLES  LARAWAY.  The  parents  of  the 
above-named  gentleman  were  James  and 
if  F;iizal)etli  (Pocock)  Laraway.  The  former 
was  born  in  Albany  County,  N.  Y.,  and  the  latter 
in  London,  England.  Their  first  home  after  mar- 
riage was  in  Oneida  Count}-,  N.  Y'., whence,  in  KS,')2. 
the  mother  came  to  Illinois,  the  father  following 
in  1853,  and  their  home  from  that  time  being  with 
their  son,  our  subject.  The  father  died  January  22, 
18r)6,  and  the  mother  in  March,  1859.  They  had 
ten  children,  of  whom  Charles  was  the  fifth.  He 
was  born  .Inne  29,  1825,  in  Oneida   County,  N.   Y'., 
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remaining'  tliere  until  1852,  when  he  came  to  Will 
Count y.  Here  he  bouyht  eighty  acres  on  .section  35. 
Joliet  Towuship.where  he  has  since  made  his  home. 
He  has  erected  excellent  buildings  and  added  to  his 
original  estate  until  it  comprises  two  hundred  and 
nine  acres.  He  li.as  always  followed  farming,  and  is 
successful  in  its  pursuit. 

In  Herkimer  County.  N.  Y.,  Mr.  i>araway  w.as 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Nancy  E.  Cheetles. 
She  was  born  in  the  county-  in  which  she  was  mar- 
ried, and  died  at  her  home  in  tiiis  State,  October 
8, 187-1.  She  Iiclonged  to  the  Methodist  Eiiiscopal 
Church.  To  herself  and  husband  nine  children 
were  born,  seven  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Alliert 
is  a  farmer  in  Iowa;  Cliarles  is  in  business  in  .loliet; 
Oeorge  W.  lives  at  home;  Russell  is  a  clerk  in  .lolicl; 
Marion.  .Tohn  and  Arthur  W.  are  still  with  their 
father.  In  Jlonroe  County.  N.  Y.,  .lime  17,  1875, 
Mr.  Laraway  was  again  married,  his  bride  being 
Miss  Julia  A.  Sweetnian.who  was  born  in  Dcerfield, 
Oneida  County.  November  17,  18:5iJ.  lioth  arc 
members  of  the  Methodist  Ki)iscopal  Church.  Mr. 
Laraway  has  been  School  Director  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Democratic  party. 


■^jEOROE  Y.  SMITH  has  pursued  the  occupti 
tion  of  farmer  and  stock-raiser  very  success- 

!^j  fully,  and  is  now  living  in  retirement  in  his 
pleasant  home  on  section  1.  Plainfield  Township. 
He  was  born  in  Miles,  Centre  County,  Pa.,  August 
8,  1813.  His  father,  .Tolin  Smith,  was  a  native  of 
tlie  same  State,  born  in  Uerks  Count}',  a  son  of 
Peter  Smith,  who  was  a  native  of  German}'.  Erom 
the  best  of  information  at  hand  it  is  gathered 
that  the  latter  came  to  America  with  his  parents  in 
Colonial  times.  He  married  in  Peiinsjlvania,  tak- 
ing as  his  wife  Anna  Mary  Harier.  a  native  of  that 
State.  He  was  a  mechanic,  ami  followed  the  traile 
of  a  shoemaker  and  cooiier,  and  spent  the  remain 
ing  years  of  his  life  after  coming  to  this  <'ountry  in 
Centre  County. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  and  married 
in  his  native  State.  He  was  bred  to  tlie  life  of  a 
farmer,  and   cai  ried    cm    that   occupation  in  Centre 


County  until  1821,  when  he  removed  to  that  part 
of  Stark  County  now  included  in  Summit  County, 
Oliio,  his  wife  and  four  children  .accompanying 
him,  the  removal  being  made  with  a  team,  and 
taking  their  household  goods  along  with  them.  Mr. 
Smith  located  on  a  tract  of  timber  land  belonging 
to  Ins  father-in  law,  and  became  identified  with  the 
pioneers  of  the  State.  The  log  house  into  which 
lie  and  his  family  moved  bail  but  one  door  and  one 
window,  and  there  was  no  chimnej'.  At  that  time 
ileer  and  bears  were  plenty  and  were  occasionally 
seen  quite  near  the  settlements.  There  were  no 
railroads  for  jears,  and  the  nearest  market  was  at 
a  lake  port.  Mr.  Smith  cleared  quite  a  tract  of  land 
and  resided  there  until  1848,  and  then  removed  to 
Greensburg, where  his  death  occurred  the  following 
year.  Tlie  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Marj- 
Yerrick,  and  she  is  su))posed  to  have  been  born  in 
Pennsylvania.  Her  father,  Anton  Y'errick,  is 
thought  to  have  been  born  in  that  State,  and  was 
of(ierrnan  antecedents.  He  was  a  farmer  in  Cen- 
tre County  and  there  <lied  at  a  ripe  old  age.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  died  in  1850.  She  had  nine 
other  children  Jjesides  himself,  namely:  Peter, 
Polly,  Susan,  Elizabeth,  Sallie,  John.  ^Villiam,  Si- 
mon and  Lydia. 

The  son  of  whom  we  write  was  in  his  eleventh 
\ear  when  his  parents  removed  to  Ohio,  and  he 
remembers  well  the  incidents  of  pioneer  life  there. 
He  received  his  education  in  the  pioneer  school 
taught  in  a  log  cabin  on  the  subscription  plan.  He 
lived  with  his  parents  until  his  twentieth  j-ear,  and 
then  commenced  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  wagon- 
maker  at  Iniontown,  serving  nearly  two  years, 
and  then  went  to  Greensburg  and  established  him- 
self in  the  business,  continuing  there  until  1851. 
In  tliat  year  he  came  to  Will  County  accompanied 
by  his  wife  and  six  children,  making  the  entire 
journej'  with  a  team.  Thej'  settled  on  land  on  sec- 
tion 1,  Plainfield  Township,  which  he  had  pur- 
cliaseil  here  in  the  spring  of  that  year.  There  was 
a  house  on  tlie  pLace  at  that  time,  and  he  lived  in 
that  two  j'ears  and  then  removed  to  his  present 
commodious  residence. 

Mr.  Smith  was  married,  in  October,  1830,  to 
Magdalina  Ream,  a  native  of  Summit  County,  Ohio, 
and  a  daughter  of  George   and   Catherine    Ream. 
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They  have  had  eight  children:  Sunili,  wife  of 
Isaac  Henry;  John, William,  Conrad,  George,  Adam 
and  Amos.  ;Mar\-  married  George  Ferner  and  is 
now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smitli  joined  the 
P^vangelical  Association  many  years  ago.  being 
among  its  most  active  meniliers  and  are  classed 
among  onr  most  desirable  citizens. 

|(  ALC'OLM  N.  M.  .STEWART  was  born 
July  24,  11S34,  in  Amsterdam,  Montgomery 
;  County,  N.  Y.,  to  Peter  and  Elizabeth 
(lUickmaster)  Stewart,  natives  of  Scotland 
and  New  York  respectively.  He  emigrated  to 
America  when  young,  and  was  married  in  the 
county  in  which  liis  son  was  born.  Peter  Stewart 
followed  the  trade  of  a  stoiiemason.  anil  built 
the  lirst  locks  on  the  Eiie  Canal  and  several  of  the 
first  buildings  of  the  Brooklyn  Na\y  Yards.  lie 
canio  to  Wilmington  in  18:>,i,  and  in  the  fall  of 
thai  year  rc-lunied  to  New  York  to  bring  his  family 
here.  They  went  b}-  lake  to  Detroit.  Mich.,  and 
by  team  to  Chicago,  this  State,  and  lamled  in  'Wil- 
mington about  September  1.  l^.'iii.  Here  he 
bouglil  lanil,  paying  $2,000  for  one  hundred  ;ind 
sixt3'  acres,  which  is  still  owned  by  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  and  two  biothers.  Here  he  also  lived 
until  his  death,  in  18GS,  having  passed  his  four- 
score years,  the  mother  dying  some  j'ears  previously. 
While  working  at  his  tr.ade  he  su|)crintendcd  all 
the  stone  work  in  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal, 
and  was  a  man  of  prominence  and  good  circum- 
stances. Politically,  he  was  first  a  Whig  and  later 
an  Abolitionist,  and  was  President  of  the  I'ndci-- 
ground  Railroad,  and  quite  an  inlluential  and  ac- 
tive politician,  afterward  becoming  a  Republican. 
He  was  quite  instrumental  in  getting  the  right  of 
way  for  the  Chicago  it  Alton  Railroad,  and  jour- 
neyed to  Washington  on  its  account.  Religiously. 
the  father  of  our  subjcr-t  was  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  built  the  church  at  Wil- 
mington of  his  own  means,  princi|)allj'.  Before 
his  death  he  had  taken  all  tlie  degrees  of  Alasonry. 
The  parents  of  our  subject  hnd  ten  children  born 
to   them,    namely:  .lolin    W.,    Edward  W.,  Mary, 


Geo'ge  T.,  Malcolm  K.  M.,  Catherine,  .lames  N., 
•Minerva,  and  a  pair  of  twins  who  died  in  infancy. 
(_)ur  subject  was  reared  in  Wilmington,  and  i-c- 
ceiveil  his  education  in  the  public  scliools.  In 
18(J1  he  ji,)ineii  the  army  as  a  private  witli  tlu'  Chi- 
cago Dragoons,  but  in  September,  18C1,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  this  compau}-  neither  belonged  to  the 
State  of  Illinois  nor  the  United  States,  they  were 
ordered  back  to  Chicago,  where  Mr.  Stewart  then 
joined  the  One  Hundredth  Illinois  Infantry,  Com- 
pany A.  Soon  afterward  he  was  promoted  to  First 
Lieutenant  of  his  comi)aiiy,  and,  while  in  tiie 
Atlanta  campaign,  was  commissioned  Captain  of 
tlie  company  and  served  in  that  c:i|)acity  for  some 
time,  lie  was  then  promoted  to  be  Alajor  of  the 
liiited  States  N'olunleers,  in  which  ln' served  until 
tlu'  close  of  the  war.  first  in  the  Twenty-lirst  and 
last  in  the  Fourth  Army  Cor|is. 

The  suliject  of  this  notice  |>:u-ticipated  in  the 
following  hard-fought  battles  of  the  Civil  War: 
I'ei-ryville  (Ky.),  Stone  River,  Tidlalioma,  Chicka- 
maug:i.  siege  of  Chattanooga,  ^Mission  Ridge,  siege 
of  Knoxvdic,  Buzz.ard's  Roost,  Resaca,  Calhoun, 
Ivenesaw  .Mountain. Atlanta,  Franklin  and  Nashville. 
At  the  close  of  the  war  he  w:i.s  lionorab!\'  dis- 
charged find  returned  home,  where  he  has  remained 
ever  since,  commencing  the  occupation  of  farming, 
lie  has  been  co:ineeted  with  the  First  National 
ll:uik  of  ^\'ilmil.gton.  having  been  a  stockholder 
since  its  organization,  and  now  holds  the  position 
of  Teller  of  the  V>M\k.  He  still  has  considerable 
b-irming  interests  iu  Will  County,  and  gives  much 
:Ulentic)n  to  the  breeding  of  blooded  horses.  Ho 
started  iu  life  with  a  small  capital.  ;ind  has  made  all 
he  has  li\-  his  own  ettoi'ts. 

An  interesting  event  took  plaee  iri  the  life  of 
our  suliject  May  .'50,  IMTl.when  he  bec;uno  the 
husl)and  of  Miss  Anna  .Mclntyie,  of  \\'ilmington, 
:i  daughter  of  the  Hon.  .Vrchibnid  .1.  and  Jane 
(Whitten)  :\Iclntyre.  natives  of  New  York  and 
Can;id:i.  and  of  Scotch  extraction.  They  bec;ime  the 
parents  of  two  children — Jean  and  M;ui:;uet,  loth 
li\ing,  their  ages  being  sixteen  and  twelve  years 
respectively. 

Malcolm  Stcwjirt  has  always  taken  in\  active  inter- 
est in  political  ;iffaii's,  but  is  not  mi  as[)irMnt  for  oflice. 
His  views  coincide  with   those  of  the    Republican 
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platform.  He  is  not  a  member  of  any  religions 
denomination,  but  supports  the  Presbyterian 
C'liuicli.  Socially,  lie  is  a  member  of  tbe  Granil 
Army  of  tlie  Hei)ulilic,  beiuii;  enrolled  in  l>owen 
Post,  No.  17,  at  Wilmington,  which  is  one  of  the 
oldest  posts  in  the  State.  He  lias  served  as  Com- 
mander of  the  same,  and  has  filled  all  Uie  cliairs. 


\|jAMP:S  G.  KLWOO!).  Tliis  gentleman  lias 
I  been  prominently  identified  witli  building. 
_^  :  '  real  estate,  and  many  otlicr  public  enter- 
W/  prises  of  Joliet.  He  is  an  able  financier, 
lias  .'1  meritorious  record  as  a  soldier,  and  has  served 
with  lionur  in  ijublic  capacities.  He  is  the  eldest 
son  and  cnly  surviving  child  of  ilie  late  Nelson  D. 
Ellwood.  and  was  born  in  Lockp(.)rt.  May  C,  1839. 
Joliet  l)ecame  his  home  in  1843,  and  here  he  ob- 
tained his  fundamental  education.  He  spent  three 
years  at  the  military  school  in  New  Haven,  Conn., 
and  the  j-ears  1857-58-59  in  Geneva,  Switzerland, 
and  Berlin,  Prussia,  closing  his  schooling  at  tlic 
Frederick  William  Uni\'ersity.  in  tiie  last  named 
city. 

In  .Inly,  1862,  Mr.  Elwood  formed  a  company 
and  entered  the  Union  service  as  C'aptain  of  Com- 
pany B,  One  Hundredth  Illinois  Infantry.  During 
the  battle  of  Stone  River,  January  2,  1863.  he  was 
appointed  Assistant  Adjutant-General  of  the  brig- 
ade, and  in  that  ca|)acity  he  continued  to  serve 
until  the  close  of  army  life.  His  gallantry  was  un- 
mistakable and  the  zeal  with  which  he  opposed  tbe 
efforts  of  treacherous  hands  to  tear  some  of  the 
stars  from  our  nation's  banner  was  such  as  to  add 
to  the  enthusiasm  of  his  comrades  ,and  those  whoni 
he  led  to  battle. 

At  the  couclusiiin  of  llie  war  Mr.  Klwood  spent 
two  years  in  Cincinnati.  Ohio. and  three  in  Chicago, 
and  in  1870  returned  to  Joliet  with  his  family-.  He 
served  two  years  as  a  member  of  the  C  itv  Council, 
his  term  beginning  in  1872,  and  in  1877,  he  was 
elected  Maj'or,  holding  the  chief  place  in  the  mu- 
nicipal government  two  years.  He  was  the  first 
Mayor  under  the  present  city  charter.  He  has 
been   active  in  Masonic  affairs,  and  in  1884  served 


as  Grand  Commander  of  Knights  Templar  of  Illi- 
nois, having  filled  various  positions  from  Junior 
Warden  of  Joliet  Coramandery,  No.  4.  to  that  of 
(irand  Commander.  He  is  now  President  of  the 
Joliet  Masonic  Association,  which  is  erecting  a  *60,- 
000  edifice  for  the  use  of  tlie  order. 

Mr.  ElwoocI  has  been  connected  with  the  Joliet 
Gas  Company  since  1861,  was  Secretary  for  twenty 
years  and  is  at  present  Managing  Director.  In  con- 
nection with  ex-Ma3'or  Paige  he  built  the  Telephone 
Exchange  here,  and  for  four  3'ears  he  managed  the 
water  works  now  owned  by  the  city.  He  is  Secre- 
tary and  .Superintendent  of  Oakwood  Cemetery. 
He  and  his  family  move  in  the  first  circles  of  Joliet, 
their. intelligence  and  culture  being  duly  ajjin-eci- 
ated  by  their  acquaintances. 

-^^ ^'^^^^ ^ 

~T'MOS  HARRISON.  Amid  all  the  fine  es- 
tates of  Green  Garden  Township,  that 
which  comprises  one  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  on  sections  21),  30  and  31,  is  notice- 
able for  its  careful  cultivation,  orderly  appearance 
and  excellent  improvements.  Tlie  land  is  watered 
by  Forked  Creek  and  is  all  tillable,  well  adapted 
for  tlie  raising  of  grain  and  also  as  a  grazing 
ground  for  slock.  It  is  seven  miles  from  Manhat- 
tan, and  its  inmates  can  therefore  enjoj-  much  of 
what  is  most  attractive  in  town  life.  The  dwelling 
is  an  atti-active  and  comfortable  structure,  and  all 
the  outbuildings  are  in  keeping  with  the  appearance 
of  the  residence.  Pleasure  and  profit  are  found  in 
the  care  of  a  fine  orchard,  and  it  and  one  and  a  half 
miles  of  well-kept  hedge  add  to  the  beauty  of  the 
estate. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  is  a  son  of 
John  Harrison,  a  Lincolnshire  farmer,  and  Eliza- 
tieth  (Smith)  Harrison,  who  was  born  in  the  same 
shire.  The  former  lived  to  the  extreme  age  of 
ninety-two  years,  but  the  mother  died  when  fifty 
years  old.  They  were  members  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  upright  in  character  and  industrious  in 
habits.  Of  the  ten  children  who  were  born  to  them 
but  two  are  now  living.  Henry,  the  elder  of  these, 
is  in  the  wood  business  in  England.     The  maternal 
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giaiiflfatlier  of  our  subject  was  .lohn  Smith,  a 
shepherd  who.  while  ten(Jing  his  sheep  one  morn- 
ing dropped  dead. 

Amos  Harrison  was  born  in  Appleby.  Lincoln- 
shire, England.  April  25,  1833.  and  was  reared  in 
the  village,  enjoying  the  advantages  of  good  cum- 
mon  schools  during  his  early  years.  Whin  but  ten 
years  old  he  began  to  earn  his  own  living  by  hoe- 
ing and  other  employments  suited  to  his  boyish 
skill,  drifting  into  heavier  labors  and  (ina!l3'  hiring 
out  uiion  a  farm,  lie  intended  to  learn  the  uinson's 
trade,  but  upon  going  to  the  jilace  where  be  ex- 
pected to  begin  his  work,  he  found  the  building 
already  quite  high  and  determined  not  to  try  his 
hand  there.  Among  other  work  whirh  he  did  was 
that  of  cutting  timber  in  the  woods. 

Having  concluded  that  the  I  iiited  Stnti's  :iff<_irded 
a  broader  field  for  his  energies  and  that  here  the 
prospect  of  advancing  his  material  prosperity 
would  be  much  better  tiian  in  his  native  land. 
George  Harrison  turned  his  face  westward  in  18.")H. 
On  the  28th  of  May  he  left  Liverpool  on  the  sailer 
"Kmpire  .Slate,"  which  encountered  severe  storms 
in  her  passage.  For  six  days  and  nights  the  l^il- 
lows  heaved  wildly  and  the  ship  seemed  doomed  to 
destruction,  but  it  finally  outrode  the  waves  and 
anchored  in  New  York  Harbor  eight  weeks  after 
leaving  the  English  port.  This  was  at  the  time  of 
the  first  attempt  to  lay  the  Atlantic  cable,  and  the 
same  gale  which  threatened  the  '•Empire  State"  w.as 
disastrous  to  the  ''iMerrimac." 

Making  his  way  up  the  Hudson  River,  and  b}' 
rail  to  Buffalo,  be  crossed  to  Chatham,  Canada, 
where  he  worked  on  a  farm  for  some  of  his  friends 
from  July  until  fall,  without  wages.  Crops  were 
very  poor  and  prospei'ts  somewhat  discouraging. 
In  the  fall,  however,  he  began  working  for  wages, 
remaining  in  the  Dominion  until  November,  IHfiO, 
when  he  took  up  his  abode  in  Will  County.  111. 
He  spent  the  winter  in  Lockpoit,  and  in  thes|)ring. 
in  partnership  with  George  Andrews,  bought  forty 
acres  of  railroad  land  in  Green  Garden  Township. 
Mr.  Andrews  operated  the  farm  and  our  subject  be- 
gan working  out  for  others, boarding  with  his  partner 
seven  years.  The  two  bought  an  additional  fort}- 
acres  three  years  after,  and  another  eighty  in  18G6. 
After  their  second  purchase  Mr.  Harrison  worked 


a  part  of  the  land  and  in  1868   he   built  a  suVistan- 
tial  dwelling  upon  it. 

The  wirter  after  Mr.  Harrison  came  into  the 
township  he  and  Mr.  .Murdie  bouglit  a  corn-sheller, 
which  they  run  for  four  years.  During  18G9  the 
partnership  between  Messrs.  Hai-rison  A  Andrews 
was  dissolved  and  the  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  land  which  they  owned  were  divided  between 
them.  The  same  year  our  subject  sold  forty  acres 
of  his  share  for  .s|(i  per  acre  and  purchased  one 
hundred  acres  of  his  present  estate.  I'pon  it  there 
were  no  improvements,  and  all  that  it  now  bears 
are  the  result  of  his  industry  anil  earnest  efforts, 
lie  moved  his  residence  onto  his  original  purchase 
Ihmc.  which  he  lias  since  made  his  home.  He  has 
liecn  very  successful  in  the  cultivation  of  grain,  to 
which  he  devotes  one  hundred  acres  of  his  land, 
ami  from  which  he  rca[)ed  a  large  crop  last  season. 
Eighty  acres  are  used  as  pasture  and  ha3-ing  ground, 
whereon  Holstein  cattle,  Poland-China  swine,  and 
a  good  grade  of  draft  horses  find  food  and  intelli- 
gent care. 

Mr.  Harrison  is  now  serving  his  second  term  .as 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  having  been  electeil  to  the 
office  in  1885,  and  re-elected  in  1889.  For  four- 
teen 3ears  he  has  been  School  Director  and  he  is 
still  serving  acceptably  in  that  position.  He  is  a 
stanch  I{e|)ublican  and  has  advanced  the  interest 
of  his  party  as  a  delegate  to  county  conventions. 
He  possesses  more  than  ordinary  intelligence  and 
displays  as  deep  an  interest  in  the  welfare  of  those 
about  him  and  the  further  development  of  the 
country  as  he  does  in  his  personal  affairs.  Since 
18G8  he  has  l)een  identified  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  no  more  active  member  of 
the  congregation  can  be  found  than  he.  He  is 
Class-Leader  and  Steward  of  the  church  and  Su- 
perintendent of  the  Sunday-School,  as  he  has  been 
for  years. 

The  wife  of  .Mr.  Harrison  was  a  lady  of  intelli- 
gence, and  the  nature  which  made  her  sympathize 
in  all  his  aspirations  and  assist  in  her  own  sphere 
in  all  his  labors.  She  was  known  in  her  maiden- 
ho(«l  as  Miss  Catherine  Marshall,  and  was  born  in 
Lincolnshire,  England,  in  18:52.  She  canu'  to 
America  in  18(;8,  and  in  Green  fiarden  Township 
was  united   in  marriage  with  our  subject,  June  30. 


688 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIUCRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


She  was  torn  from  her  happy  home  b}'  an  untimely 
death,  January  14,  1886,  leaving  two  children — 
Henry  M.  and  Annie  Lina,  both  of  whom  are  slill 
with  their  father  on  tlie  home  farm.  Mrs.  Ham- 
son  was  a  daughter  of  Tliomas  Marshall,  a  gardener 
in  the  mother  country. 


AVID  UYIjIRN,  though  not  among  the 
earliest  settlers  of  Will  C'ounty,  occ:iipies 
an  honorable  position  among  its  pioneers, 
and  as  an  active,  intelligent,  lliiifly,  i)racti- 
eal  farmer  has  i)romoted  its  agricullurnl  interests, 
and  is  classed  with  its  most  successful  and  well-to 
do  farmers  and  stock-raisers.  He  is  the  proprietor 
of  a  valualile  farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres 
(finely  located  in  I'lainlield  Township)  whose  rich 
harvests  have  brought  him  wealth  so  that  he  is  en- 
abled to  spend  the  declining  years  of  a  busy,  use- 
ful life  at  his  ease  in  a  home  that,  is  rej)lete  with 
comfort. 

Our  subject  is  a  Scotchman  by  birth,  born  in 
Stewarlon,  Ayreshire,  September  26,  1S21.  His 
father,  John  I\yl)urn,  was  born  in  the  same  shire, 
and  spent  his  entire  life  in  his  native  land.  His 
fathet  of  the  «ame  name  as  himself,  was  a  life-long 
resident  of  Ayreshire,  and  for  many  j-ears  engaged 
in  business  as  a  manufacturer  of  Scotch  caps.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  reared  in  his  native  Scot- 
land, and  for  some  years  was  successfully  engaged 
as  a  carrier,  having  several  teams  and  doing  ex- 
I)ressage  between  Stewartou  and  Glasgow  and  Kil- 
marnock. He  was  still  engaged  in  the  business 
when  his  active  life  was  suddenly  closed  b}'  death 
in  1827.  He  died  on  the  road  under  circumstances 
that  led  to  the  belief  that  he  had  been  robbed  and 
murdered.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  w.as  Agnes 
Stewart,  and  she  was  a  jiative  of  Stevvarton.  Her 
father,  John  Stewart,  was  a  farmer,  and  spent  his 
entire  life  in  Scotland.  She  came  to  America  and 
passed  her  last  3'ears  with  her  children,  dying  at  the 
home  of  our  subject  in  1887,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  ninety-one  years.  The  following  is  recorded  of 
the  four  children  born  to  her:  Thomas  came  to 
Illinois  in  1841,  and  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life 


in  La  Salle  County;  our  subject  was  the  next  in  or- 
der of  birth;  Elizabeth  married  James  Collins,  and 
resides  in  Joliel;  Charles  went  to  California,  and 
from  there  to  Australia,  where  he  was  when  last 
heard  from. 

David  Ryburn  of  this  brief  biograplijr  passed  his 
boyhood  and  the  opening  years  of  his  manhood 
among  his  native  hills,  and  as  soon  as  large  enough 
commenced  work  on  a  farm.  He  was  ambitious, 
however,  to  do  more  for  himself  than  he  could  in 
the  place  of  his  birth,  and  lured  by  the  bright 
prospects  held  forth  in  this  country  foi  an  active, 
enterprising,  capable  young  man  to  make  his  way 
to  a  competence  at  least,  he  determined  to  see  what 
life  had  for  him  in  America,  and  in  1846  he  set 
sail  from  Glasgow  on  the  ship  Agnes,  and  landed 
at  New  York  fort3-two  da3's  later.  He  then  pro- 
ceeded up  the  Hudson  River  to  Albany,  from  there 
))y  rail  to  Buffalo,  thence  l)^'  steamer  to  Chicago, 
where  he  hired  a  team  to  take  him  to  Aurora,  then 
a  small  vilLage.  After  a  few  weeks  sojourn  there 
he  came  to  Will  Count}'  and  bought  a  tract  of  wild 
prairie  land  in  Plainfield  Township,  on  section  6, 
paying  §5  an  acre  for  it.  After  completing  the 
purchase  he  went  to  Lisbon,  in  Grundy  County, 
and  while  there  assisted  in  the  harvest.  At  that 
time  the  most  of  the  grain  was  gathered  with  a 
cradle,  a  cradler  getting  four  dollars  a  day.  The 
following  year  Mr.  Ryburn  entered  actively  upon 
the  improvement  of  his  land.  Then  farming  was 
carried  on  under  difliculties,  as  fine  farming  ma- 
chinery was  not  in  general  use,  and  there  being  no 
railways  it  was  difficult  to  get  the  jiroduce  marketed, 
as  Chicago  was  the  nearest  market  till  the  canal 
was  constructed.  Our  subject  resided  on  that  place 
until  1856,  and  then  sold  it  at  a  good  advance,  and 
bought  his  present  farm.  This  he  has  under  ad- 
mirable tillage,  has  it  amply  supplied  with  the  best 
modern  machinery,  and  has  a  substantial  set  of 
buildings,  everjthing  about  the  place  indicating 
superior  management  on  the  part  of  the  owner,  and 
showing  that  he  has  met  with  more  than  ordinary 
success  in  his  attempts  to  found  a  home  on  a  foreign 
soil. 

In  the  accumulation  of  this  handsome  property 
Mr.  Ryburn  has  been  ably  assisted  by  a  devoted 
and  heljiful  wife,  to  whom  he   was  united   in   mar- 
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riage  in  1851.  Ilej'  maiden  name  was  Margaret 
Cochran,  and  she  is  also  a  native  of  Scotland.  Five 
chihlrcn  have  blessed  their  marriage  to  lliem,  as 
folh)\vs:  John  S.,  a  successful  phj'sician;  Alexander 
C.  and  Thomas,  practical  and  intelligent  j-oung- 
farmers  at  home;  Agnes,  the  wife  of  Willis  I'rain- 
ard,of  Fairburg,  Neb.;  Margaret  died  at  the  ago  of 
fifteen. 

Mr.  R\  burn  is  well  and  favorably  known  in  \Vill 
County'  willi  whose  interest  his  own  have  been  as- 
sociated for  upwards  of  forty  years,  and  his  char- 
acter for  probity,  straightforwardness  in  all  his 
transactions,  and  for  unswerving  rectitude  is  gen- 
erally recognized,  and  has  gained  him  a  name  that 
is  honored  by  all  who  come  in  contact  with  him 
either  in  a  business  or  in  a  social  way.  His  inher- 
ent Scottish  traits  of  foresight,  sagacity  and  excel- 
lent business  habits  have  been  potent  factors,  not 
only  in  gathering  together  a  competence,  but  have 
made  him  useful  as  a  citizen  in  his  adopted  country. 
He  and  his  wife  were  reared  in  the  Scotch  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  have  ever  since  consistently 
clung  to  the  faith  of  their  fathers.  Mr.  Rybnrn  is 
identified  with  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  as  a  menil)er  ^)f 
I'lainfield  Lodge,  No.  .j;jG. 


--i-ffe- 


',^  [»ILLIAM  GOUGAR.  Thetumgar  family 
\fj/l  '*  ^^"''^ly  ""''  favorably  known  Ihrough- 
'^^J  out  New  Lenox  Township  as  having  borne 
no  unimportant  part  in  tlic  development  of  its  ag- 
ricultural resources.  The  subject  of  this  notice  is 
one  of  the  worthiest  representatives  of  the  family 
and  was  born  in  Pickaway  County,  Ohio,  August 
24,  1818.  His  father,  William  Gougar,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Berks  County,  Pa.,  and  was  married  in  early 
manhood  to  Miss  Catherine  Abel,  who  is  likewise  a 
native  of  the  Keystone  State. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  left  Pennsylvania 
in  1818,  and  settled  in  Pickaway  County,  Ohio, 
where  they  resided  eight  years.  They  then  emi- 
grated to  Vermillion  County,  Ind..  and  sojourned 
there  until  .Tune.  1831.  That  year  witnessed 
their  arrival    in    this  county,  wliich   was  then    in- 


cluded in  Cook  County,  and  they  settled  on  section 
18,  in  what  is  now  New  Lenox  Townshi[).  The  fa- 
ther followi'(l  f:inning  all  his  life,  and  <Ieparted 
hence  Jlareh  .'il,  I  StH .  The  mother  had  [lassed 
away  .lanuary  (i,  I  S."i  1,  also  dying  at  the  old  home- 
stead. 

To  \\'illiam  (iong.ar  and  his  wife  Catherine 
there  was  born  a  faniil}'  of  eleven  children,  nine 
sons  and  two  daughters.  William,  Jr.,  was  the 
fifth  child  and  was  twelve  years  old  when  his  pa- 
rents came  to  Illinois.  He  learned  the  art  of 
farndng  in  all  its  details,  obtained  a  [nactical  edu- 
cation in  the  common  school  and  remained  a  mem- 
ber of  the  parental  household  until  a  man  of 
thirty-two  \'ears.  About  this  time  the  California 
gold  excitement  was  attracting  large  numbers  to 
the  Pacific  Coast  and  Mr.  (iougar  decided  to  join 
the  caravan,  left  home  A[)ril  1,  1X50,  and  set  out 
overland  to  the  Golden  Stale.  He  ari'ived  at  his 
destination  early  in  Jul^-  and  engaged  in  mining, 
also  the  raising  of  vegetables  for  three  3'ears  and 
three  months. 

At  the  expiration  of  this  lime,  bceoming  satis- 
tied  with  his  Western  experience,  Mr.  Gougar  rc- 
Inined  home  via  the  Isthmus  and  remained  with 
his  father  until  his  marriage.  This  important  event 
occurred  Deccndjcr  28,  1851),  the  bride  being  Miss 
Clarissa,  daughter  of  lialdu'in  and  Hester  M. 
(Bickle)  Hawkins.  Mr.  Hawkins  was  born  in  New 
York  State,  forty  miles  from  Rochester,  while  his 
wife  was  a  native  of  I'einisylvania.  After  marriage 
they  settled  in  Danville,  111.,  where  they  lived  two 
years,  then  removed  to  a  farm  {'we  miles  west  of 
Kankakee,  where  the  mother  died  in  1852.  Mr. 
Hawkins  survived  his  wife  for  -.i  period  of  twelve 
years,  his  <leath  occurring  at  the  same  [ilace  in 
April,  18G1. 

To  the  parents  of  Mis.  (iougar  there  was  born 
a  family  of  si.x  children,  four  of  whom  lived  to 
mature  years.  Mrs.  Gougar  was  the  fourth  child 
and  was  born  in  Kankakee  County,  Februar}'  I'J, 
lH3!t.  She  lived  there  until  her  marriage,  acquir- 
ing a  common-school  education  and  becoming  fa- 
miliar with  all  useful  household  duties.  After 
her  marriage  with  our  subject  they  settled  on  a 
farm  on  section  20.  New  Lenox  Townshi|),  wlici-e 
Ihev    have   since    lived.      Mr.    (iougar    is    a    land- 
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ownei-  to  theextentof  five  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
comprising  one  of  the  finest  bodies  of  land  in  New 
Lenox  To\vnsliip.  He  has  effected  fine  imin-ove- 
raents,  including  a  set  of  convenient  modern  build- 
ings, while  he  keeps  himself  posted  in  regard  to  all 
niltters  connected  with  agriculture  aud  avails  him- 
self of  the  most  improved  machinery  in  the  culti- 
vation of  the  soil. 

Our  suljjcct  and  his  estimable  wife  are  the  pa- 
rents of  four  children — loel  W.,  who  is  farming  in 
New  Lenox  Township;  Hester  M.,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; Helen  and  Frank  at  home.  The  Democratic 
party  finds  a  warm  svipi)orter  in  Mr.  Gougar.  He 
has  held  the  various  minor  offices  of  bis  township 
and  with  his  wife  is  a  member  in  good  staudi'ig  of 
the  Episcopal  Churcii,  together  with  their  daugh- 
ter Helen  and  son  Frank.  Mr.  Gougar  in  Decem- 
ber, 1888,  revisited  California  aud  the  scenes  of 
his  early  operations  in  the  mining  district,  return- 
ing the  1st  of  April.,  188'.». 

We  invite  the  attention  of  the  reader  to  a  litho- 
graphic portrait  of  Mr.  Gougar.  which  appears  on 
another  page  of  the  Album. 


ATRICK  BRISCOE  has  for  many  years  been 
D)  closely  connected  with  the  farming  aud 
stock  raising  interests  of  Will  and  Grundy 
Counties.  lie  came  to  Illinois  nearly  forty 
years  ago,  and  has  not  only  been  a  witness  of  the 
marvelous  development  of  this  part  of  the  country 
since  that  time,but  he  has  had  a  hand  in  promoting  it. 
He  has  by  hard  labor,  directed  by  wise  judgment 
and  practical  skill,  improved  a  farm  that  is  in  all 
particulars,  the  choicest  in  the  ueighliorhood. 

Nichol.as  Briscoe,  the  father  of  our  subject  came 
to  America  from  the  land  of  his  birth  in  1850, 
and  settled  in  Grundy  County,  111.,  and  in  1855 
he  moved  with  his  family  to  Minnesota,  aud  took 
up  a  cLaim  sixty  miles  above  Minneapolis,  which 
was  at  that  time  a  small  village,  and  in  1857  re- 
turned with  his  family  to  (irundy  County.  His 
death  occurred  in  that  county,  August  3,  1882, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  His 
wife  died  at  the  age  of  sevent3--four.  the  year  fol- 


lowing, and  both  are  now  sleeping  their  last  sleep 
in  Grundy  County.  There  were  twelve  children 
born  to  them,  of  whom  three  daughters  and  two 
sons  are  now  living.  One  brother  died  in  Atchi- 
son, Kan.,  where  iiis  family  of  five  children  live. 
The30ungest  sister  of  our  subject  was  married  soon 
after  the  family  moved  to  Minnesota,  to  William 
Harrison,  and  now  lives  in  Little  Falls.  Ellen 
married  Thomas  Daly,and  lives  iu  Missouri;  Mariah 
married  James  Meade,  of  Grund3-  County;  Peter 
is  a  farmer  of  Au  Sable  Township,  where  he  has 
two  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  is  at  present  Super- 
visor. 

Patrick  Briscoe  was  born  iu  1835,  Mud  after  at- 
taining manhood  he  bought  a  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  in  Grundy  County,  which  he  sold 
afterwards  aud  bought  another  in  the  same  locality. 
In  1879  he  came  to  Channahon  Towuship,  and 
here  he  |)urchased  a  fine  farm,  just  outside  the  vil- 
lage, beautifully  located  on  the  DuPage  River  near 
its  mouth.  It  is  well  fitted  up  with  good  buildings, 
the  land  is  under  excellent  tillage  and  it  has  a  fine 
orchard  of  apple  and  other  fruit  trees,  and  the 
place  is  also  adorned  with  beautiful  shade  trees, 
aud  there  are  some  fine  springs  on  the  place.  One 
hundred  and  fiftj'-five  acres  of  it  lie  in  a  bodj'  aud 
he  has  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Grundy 
County,  and  he  operates  it  all  with  the  assistance 
of  his  boys.  He  has  always  paid  especial  attention 
to  stock  raising  and  does  a  profitable  business  in 
that  line. 

Mr.  Briscoe  and  Miss  Julia  Dempse^-  were  united 
in  marriage  in  1868,  and  in  the  pleasant  home  that 
they  have  built  up,  nine  children  have  been  born 
to  them,  of  whom,  six  boj'S  and  two  girls  are  now 
living,  narael}',  Nicholas  P.,  aged,  twenty-one,  Jolin 
nineteen,  Mary  A.,  seventeen,  Michael  J.,  fifteen, 
Ellen  eleven,  William  J.,  seven,  Richard  A.,  four, 
and  Edward  T.,  the  bab3'.  Julia  died  at  the  age 
of  three  years.  Mr.  Briscoe  is  a  sincere  believer 
in  the  advantages  of  a  solid  education  and  Is  giving 
his  children  good  opportunites  for  schooling.  Mrs. 
Briscoe  was  born  in  Boston,  Mass.,  in  1850,  a 
daughter  of  Michael  Dempsey,  and  came  with  her 
parents  to  Kendall  Count}-,  this  State  when  she  was 
eight  jears  of  age. 

Mr.  Briscoe  is  possessed  of  far-seeing  sag.acity  and 
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energy  so  combined  to  those  useful  qualities  of 
pniflence,  thrift  ami  steiidiness,  that  lie  could  not 
fail  to  do  what  he  has  done  to  make  life  a  success. 
He  taltes  an  active  interest  in  the  alTairs  of  his 
adopted  county  and  in  1888  was  clootcd  Justice  of 
the  Peace  of  the  town  of  Chaniiahon,  :ind  is  slill 
serving,  discharging  tiie  duties  of  his  olhce  with 
ability  and  credit.  In  politics  he  sides  with  the 
Democratic  party,  though  lie  often  exercises  the 
privilege  of  voting  as  he  chooses  without  regard 
to  party  affiliations.  Religiously,  he  and  his  fam- 
ily are  devoted  members  of  the  Catholic  Church 
of  Minooi<a. 


r^l  LFHKD  WARNER.  Of  honorable  ances- 
trj',  Squire  Warner  has  tlirougbout  his  long 
^^_  life  conducted  himself  so  as  to  bring  no 
discredit  upon  the  name  he  bears,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, add  to  its  lustre.  He  occu|)ies  a  high  position 
in  AV^eslej'  Township,  with  whose  agriculturists  lie 
has  long  been  numbered.  His  farm  comprises  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  imi)ro\ed  land  on 
section  21,  a  frame  residence  and  all  necess;uy 
farm  buildings,  and  a  due  supply  of  orchard  and 
shade  trees,  making  it  attractive,  and  adding  to  its 
value. 

William  Warner,  the  grandfatiier  of  our  subject, 
was  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  and  after  the  war  be- 
came possessed  of  much  property.  He  had  a  large 
amount  of  Continental  money,  which  became  ut- 
terly worthless.  He,  therefore,  being  unable  to  pa\- 
his  debts,  was  informed  upon  by  Tories  and  im- 
l)risoned  for  debt.  His  eldest  son.  Asahel,  was  born 
in  Columbia  County,  N.  Y..  and  being  but  a  lad 
at  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  was  not  able  to  do 
soldier's  duties,  but  accompanied  the  army,  em- 
l)loying  himself  in  running  bullets  for  those  who 
could  take  part  in  the  scenes  of  strife.  During  the 
War  of  1812  he  was  able  to  exert  his  strength 
against  the  enemies  of  his  country,  and  rose  to  the 
rank  of  Major. 

After  his  father  was  iiuprisimeil.  it  fell  to  Asa- 
hel Warner  to  support  tlie  family,  ancl  lie  earned 
monev    by    hiiing  out   by  the   month.    He  married 


.Sarah  Kctchurn.  a  nuti\e  of  llie  same  county  as 
himself,  and  going  into  Livingstt.m  County,  the 
young  couple  built  up  a  home  there.  They  became 
the  [)arents  of  nine  children,  of  whom  the  subject 
of  this  .sketch  is  the  only  surviyoi'.  The  father 
was  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature  of  New 
York,  representing  Livingston  County.  His  record 
in  war  and  [.eace  is  one  to  which  his  sou  can  refer 
with  just  pride.  He  died  in  the  Emi)ire  State  in 
ISlC,  and  the  mother  in  1833. 

In  Livingston  County,  N.  Y..  .May  19,  1ki  l.  the 
eyes  of  our  subject  opened  to  the  light  of  day.  He 
was  reared  upon  a  farm  but  given  most  excellent 
educational  advantages,  first  obtaining  an  academic 
education  at  Chittenango  Polytechnic  Academy, 
under  Prof.  Yates,  and  later  attending  college  at 
Lima.  He  remained  at  home  until  twenty  years  of 
age,  when  his  father  divided  the  property  among 
his  children  and  our  subject  took  possession  of  his 
IKitrimon}',  and  therewith  l)egan  his  personal  ca- 
reer. 

Y(_iung  Warner  remained  in  the  Empire  State 
live  or  six  3ears,  then  made  a  tri|>  to  Ohio,  where 
he  married,  returning  with  his  bride  to  his  native 
State.  After  a  sojourn  of  about  three  years  they 
liecanie  residents  of  Medina  County,  Ohio,  where 
they  I'emained  live  years,  Mr.  Warner  being  era- 
ployed  in  mercantile  pursuits  during  that  period. 
In  1818  he  came  to  Illinois,  and  having  purchased 
land  warrants  in  Chicago,  he  located  four  hun- 
died  and  eighty  acres  in  Kaidiakee  County.  The 
next  year  he  brougli!,  his  family  hither  and  settled 
on  a  farm  now  owned  by  the  sons  of  Asahel 
Warner. 

After  remaining  there  two  years,  our  subject  re- 
moved to  his  present  farm,  which  was  at  that  time 
raw  land.  The  residence  first  occupied  liy  the 
family  was  destroyed  by  lire  in  18.50.  Mr.  ^\'arner 
had  gone  on  a  lri|i  and  his  wife  was  alone  at  the 
time.  She  bought  a  store  building  at  Rockville, 
five  miles  east,  had  runners  put  under  it  and  it 
was  hauled  to  the  Warner  farm  the  same  day. 
In  18r)3  Mr.  W^arner  went  to  Australia,  via  New 
York  and  Caijc  of  Good  Hope,  remaining  there 
twenty  three  years.  He  returned  via  the  Sand- 
wich Islands  and  San  Francisco,  again  took  posses- 
sion of  the   farm,  and    has  since  remained  with  his 
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family.  During-  his  absence  Mrs.  "Warner  had 
ciiarge  of  tlie  farm  and  resided  there  until  18G4. 
Slie  then  moved  to  Wilmington,  sojourned  there 
two  }'ears,  and  then  went  to  Roekford,  which  she 
made  lier  home  until  the  return  of  lier  husband. 
Tlicir  affairs  wei-e  in  competent  hands,  Mrs.  War- 
ner having  business  capacity  and  judgment. 

Mrs.  Warner  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Rachel 
L.  Curtis.  Siie  was  born  May  24,  1819,  in  Marcel- 
lus,  N.  v.,  was  finely  educated  and  prior  to  her 
marriage  was  a  school  teacher.  Prof.  John  Mc- 
Gregor, of  Scotland,  President  of  the  Sharon  Acad- 
emj',  at  Medina,  Ohio,  was  tlie  instructor  under 
whom  slie  completed  her  studies.  President  Gar- 
field was  at  one  lime  under  the  instruction  of  the 
same  noted  educator.  ^Nlrs.  \Varner  possesses  liter- 
ary talent  of  a  hiL;h  urder.  and  tlie  articles  from 
her  pen  frequently  lind  jilace  in  the  newspapers  and 
magazines.  Slie  Ix'canu'  the  wife  of  our  sulijcct 
February  11,  1839.  Tliey  are  the  [larents  of  four 
children — Norman  C..  Clara  Ell/.alieth.  Richard 
Allrn  and  Harvey  Alfred.  The  two  latter  were 
twins,  and  arc  deceased. 

The  son.  Ts'orman  C,  was  born  November  26, 
l>i;.i;).  He  linislied  his  studies  at  Aurora,  HI.  In 
September,  18(il,  he  was  enrolled  in  Company-  K, 
Thirty-ninth  Illinois  Infantry — Yales  Phalanx — 
and  served  until  18(15.  At  the  battle  of  Deep 
Bottoin,  \'a..  August  10,  I8G4,  he  was  seve'-ely 
wouiKled  in  the  right  lc)wer  limb  by  a  minie  ball. 
Amputation  at  the  knee  took  place  on  the  field  and 
he  fell  into  the  enemy's  iiands  and  was  carried  to 
the  hospital  and  returned  to  the  Union  lines  again. 
He  was  then  sent  to  Hampton  Hospital,  Fortress 
.Monroe,  where  his  mother  joined  him,  remaining 
two  months  and  giving  him  her  loving  care.  In 
18GG  he  secured  a  olerkshii)  in  the  War  Depart- 
ment at  Washington,  spent  the  evenings  in  study, 
and  entered  Columbia  Law  School,  from  wliich  he 
was  gradnateil  in  due  time.  After  being  admitted 
to  the  bar,  he  settled  in  Roekford,  111.,  where  he 
still  resides,  occupying  a  prominent  place  among 
the  legal  fraternity  and  well  known  for  his  services 
as  City  Attorney.  The  daun'hter,  Clara  Elizabeth,  is 
the  wife  of  Everett  E.  Iludsdii,  hanker  and  insur- 
ance agent  in  Yankton,   Dak. 

The    parents  of   Mrs.  >Varner    were  Col.  Noiinan 


and  Elizabeth  (Lampson)  Curtis,  natives  of  Con- 
necticut and  Vermont  respectively'.  The  father 
was  a  farmer,  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812  and  a 
Colonel  in  the  Ohio  State  Militia.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Curtis  spent  the  first  few  3-earsof  their  wedded  life 
in  the  Empire  State,  and  then  removed  to  Medina 
County,  Ohio,  where  the  wife  died  in  1854.  Col. 
Curtis  came  to  lUlinois  iu  1855,  and  died  here  in 
1884,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-two  years.  His 
family  consisted  of  seven  children,  Mrs.  Warner 
being  the    second;  three  of  them  are  now  living. 

The  labors  of  Squire  Warner,  aided  by  the  good 
management  of  his  wife,  have  resulted  in  securing 
to  them  a  goodly-  share  of  substance,  which  they 
employ'  in  procuring  reasonable  enjoyments  and 
aiiling  in  good  works.  In  Medina  County,  Ohio, 
Mv  Warner  was  Assessor,  and  in  his  Illinois  home 
lie  has  long  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He 
has  always  been  interested  in  politics,  votes  the 
Democratic  ticket  and  has  been  a  delegate  to 
ci.iiuUy  conventions.  A  reliable  citizen,  an  intel- 
ligent and  well-bred  man,  he  is  diilj'  esteemed, 
while  the  wcunanly  nature,  fine  talents  and  thor- 
ough breeding  of  his  wife  give  her  a  [losition 
full}'  equal  to  his  own  in  the  opinion  and  regard 
of  those  about  them. 

Harvey  Warner,  a  brother  of  our  subject,  came 
to  Will  County  in  1849,  settling  on  the  farm  now 
owned  by  the  Linton  famil}'.  Another  brother, 
Asaliel  H.,  came  here  in  1G51.  Both  are  now 
deceased. 


[(& 


OIIN  T.  DIXON,  who  now  holds  the  official 
position  of  Supervisor  of  Florence  Town- 
ship, luas  been  identified  with  the  agricultu- 
lural  interests  of  this  county  since  1869.  He 
was  born  in  Wilmington  Township,  June  23,  1858, 
and  spent  the  first  sis  years  of  his  life  there.  He 
then  accompanied  his  parents  to  Grund>-  Count}', 
in  that  part  of  the  Prairie  .State  sojourning  a  few 
j'cars.  Farming  was  chosen  b}'  him  for  a  life 
work,  and  well  has  he  demonstrated  his  fitness  for 
this  line  of  employment.  In  Emmet  County,  Iowa, 
he  owns  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  acres  of  fine  land 
that  he  rents  to  a  tenant,  while  himself  occupying 
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and  operating  rented  land  in  this  coiinly.  The 
one  hundred  and  twenty-  acres  on  wliicli  he  earries 
on  his  enterprise  is  carefullj-  mauaiicd  and  well 
repays  the  efforts  of  the  operator.  It  is  located 
on  section  15. 

The  immediate  progenitors  of  Mr.  Dixon  were 
John  and  lOlizabeth  (Singleton)  Dixon,  natives  of 
England,  who  came  to  America  and  to  this  State 
early  in  the  'oOs.  Their  family  comprised  nine 
sons  and  ilaiighters,  of  whom  onr  subject  was  the 
second  in  order  of  birth,  lie  has  served  as  Clerk 
of  Florence  Township  three  years,  and  the  estima- 
lion  in  which  he  is  held  by  his  fellow-citizens  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  in  the  si)ring  of  1890  they 
elected  him  to  the  ollicc  of  Supervisor.  lie  is  a 
Republican  of  the  dce|iest  dye.  His  character  is 
an  honorable  one.  and  his  reputation  admirable. 

On  February  15,  1888,  Mr.  Dixon  led  to  the 
hymeneal  altar  Miss  Grace  More}',  an  estimable  and 
educated  young  lad}-  who  makes  of  their  abiding- 
place  a  home  indeed.  She  w.is  born  in  Florence 
Townsliii>,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Smith  R.  and 
Louise  (Smith)  Morey,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Illinois  respectively.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dixon  have 
one  son.  a  charming  infant,  named  Ralph  M. 


■  ILLIAM  BEUTIKN.  If  genius  is  a  capac- 
it}-  for  hard  work,  as  it  has  been  defined 
y  -T/  by  a  noted  literateur,  then  this  gentleman 
deserves  to  be  called  ageuins.  lie  has  been  a  hard 
worker  all  his  life,  and  this  comljined  with  close 
econom}',  has  given  him  possession  of  a  line  farm, 
in  which  he  maj-  well  take  pride.  It  comprises 
tw-o  hundrc<l  and  sixty  acres  on  sections  1 1  and  1 .'!, 
all  in  a  body,  and  all  under  improvement  and 
wisely  managed.  There  are  tw-o  rcsi<lenc('S  upon 
the  estate,  that  now-  occui)ied  by  Mr.  I'eulien  and 
his  family  having  been  b\iilt  in  1868  at  a  cost  of 
§1,600.  It  is  cozy  and  attractive,  stands  in  fitting 
surroundings  and  is  the  center  of  a  hap()y  home 
life.  The  modern  barn  was  put  up  in  1879,  at  a 
cost  of  ?817. 

Our   subject    is  the  \-oungest  ol  eight  children 
born  to  Fred  and    Caroline  (Race)   Beuticn.     The 


father  was  a  soldier  in  the  Prussian  Ami}-,  and 
both  were  natives  of  that  kingdom.  Mr.  Beutien 
died  in  1853,  and  in  1860  the  mother  came  to  Amer- 
ica, dying  at  a  goodly  age,  in  1884.  Four  of  her 
children  are  now  living. 

William  IJeutien  was  liorn  in  Prussia,  February 
22,  1836.  During  his  boyhood  and  youth  he  ob- 
tained a  common  school  education,  and  at  the  age 
of  seventeen  years  took  his  father's  place  at  the 
head  of  the  household.  In  1857  he  emigrated  to 
America,  landing  at  the  metropolis,  whence  he 
came  direct  to  Chicago.  III.,  there  securing  a  situa- 
tion as  a  farm  hand  in  the  county.  For  two  years 
he  remained  at  one  place,  then  s[)cnt  two  months 
on  another  farm,  next  becoming  a  laborer  on  a 
railroad  in  Sduthern  Illinois.  Nine  months  later 
he  resumed  farm  work  on  an  estate  in  DuPage 
County,  whei-c  he  rcmainccl  three  years  and  eight 
months. 

We  next  find  Mr.  liculien  ii]  Will  County  [lur- 
chasing  a  farm  with  the  savings  which  close  econ- 
omy had  secured,  and  while  working  his  estate, 
putting  in  more  or  less  time  on  the  Illinois  Central 
Railroad.  At  the  two  employments  he  occui)ied 
himself  three  years,  then  selling  the  farm,  which  he 
had  changed  materially  from  the  condition  in 
which  he  took  possession  of  it,  he  bought  that  on 
which  he  still  lives.  lie  carries  on  mixed  farming, 
and  raises  standard  bred  stock,  hiring  help  .-is  he 
needs  on  the  estate. 

The  wife  of  Jlr.  Ueuticu  w-as  known  in  her  mai- 
denhood as  Miss  Augusta  Uicliter,  and  became 
Mrs.  IJeutien  August  19,  1863.  She  is  a  daughter 
of  Charles  and  F'redricka  (Dengge)  Richter,  of 
Prussia,  her  father  having  been  a  carpenter.  He 
died  in  his  native  land  in  1862.  Mrs.  Beutien  was 
born  in  thatkingilom  March  25,  1812,  and  received 
a  common-school  education.  To  her  ^and  her 
husband  twelve  children  have  been  born,  eight 
being  now  alive.  These  are:  Amelia,  w-lfe  of 
Henry  Monk,  of  Peotone  Township;  thej'  have 
four  childien;  Augusta,  wife  of  John  Knapp,  and 
mother  of  one  child,  their  home  also  being  in 
this  township;  Mina,  Bertha.  Victor,  .VIvina,  Edda, 
and  Julius,  all  at  home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beulien  belong  to  the  Evangeli- 
cal   Lutheran    Cluu-ch,   in    w-hicli    he     has    been    a 
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Trustee.  For  eighteen  years  he  has  been  School 
Director  in  District  No.  l,aud  no  member  of  the 
community  tal^es  greater  interest  in  the  cause  of 
education  than  he.  He  saw  to  it  tiiat  his  offspring 
secured  all  that  the  public  schools  could  give  them. 
He  is  now  Pathmaster,  and  was  Road  Commis- 
sioner three  years.  For  eighteen  years  he  has  been 
a  Director  of  the  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company, 
of  Green  Garden.  Fie  votes  the  Republican  ticket, 
and  is  quite  interested  in  the  political  questions  of 
the  day.  We  may  mention  that  when  Mr.  Beutien 
arrived  in  America  he  was  $7  in  debt,  and  that, 
the  sum  which  seems  so  small  to  him  now,  was 
at  that  time  quite  a  weight  upon  iiis  mind. 

^i^  AMUEL  RUSH  HAVEN,  M.  D.  The  de 
^^^  miso  of  this  distinguished  member  of  the 
ljl/J|)   medical   profession,   scientist  and  traveler, 

—  took  place  at  the  home  of  his  brother,  the 
Hon.Dwight  Haven,  in  New  Lenox,  and  was  learned 
with  regret  by  the  many  personal  friends  he  had 
made,  as  well  as  by  hosts  to  whom  his  reputation 
h,ad  made  him  familiar.  He  was  born  in  Sheridan, 
Ciiaulauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  January  29,  1827,  and 
came  to  what  is  now  the  renowned  city  of  Chicago, 
ill  till'  fall  uf  1834,  with  his  parents  in  an  emigrant 
wagon,  little  dreaming  that  in  years  to  come  he 
would  become  a  prominent  resident  of  the  city 
whicli  was  to  be  built  up  there. 

'I'lie  parents  of  our  subject  settleil  on  a  farm  in 
New  Lenox,  Will  Count}',  and  there  young  Haven 
acquired  his  elementary  education.  His  taste  lead- 
ing him  to  desire  to  become  a  physician,  he  entered 
Rush  ^ledical  College,  in  Chicago,  working  for  his 
l.ioard  while  iiursuing  his  studies  there  and  matricu- 
laliiig  in  1>)17.  In  IS.'JO.  still  owing  debts  con- 
tracted while  attending  scliool,  lie  caught  tiie  gold 
fever  and  went  to  California,  where  he  dug  the 
precious  metal,  and  also  practiced  his  profession. 
Both  occuiiatlons  [ji'oved  profitable  to  him,  and  he 
was  enabled  to  pay  the  indeiitedness,  before  alluded 
to,  and  establish  himself  well  upon  his  return  to  the 
States. 

After  sojourning  on  the  Pacific  Slope  until  1853, 


Dr.  Haven  returned  to  Chicago,  and  formed  a 
partnership  with  Dr.  J.  W.  Freer.  When  the  war 
broke  out  he  volunteered  on  the  first  expedition, 
under  Brig.  Gen.  Swift,  to  Cairo,  April  21,  1861, 
subsequently  becoming  a  Brigade  Surgeon, with  (he 
Army  of  the  Potomac.  He  gained  distinction  in 
the  field,  first  under  Gen.  Grant  and  later  under 
Gen.  Heintzleman,  being  promoted  to  the  position 
of  Division  Surgeon  with  the  rank  of  Major,  and 
finally  becoming  Corps  Surgeon,  with  the  rank  of 
Colonel,  under  Gen.  Hancock.  He  was  through 
all  the  battles  of  the  Peninsular  campaign  under 
Gen.  McClellan  and  the  other  commanders  of  the 
Eastern  Army.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  was 
offered  a  Colonelc}'  in  the  regular  army  by  Presi- 
dent Lincoln,  but  refused. 

After  the  war  Dr.  Haven  retired  from  active 
practice  and  became  a  very  successful  real-estate 
dealer,  displaying  business  acumen  of  a  high  order, 
and  retrieving  his  fortunes,  when  the  great  fire  in 
Chicago  had  left  him  almost  penniless,  by  a  quick 
ajjpreciation  of  the  needs  of  the  time  and  a  daunt- 
less pushing  forward.  The  abundant  means  that 
he  possessed  enabled  him  to  gratify  his  taste  for 
travel  and  research,  and  he  acquired  a  reputation 
as  a  scientist  and  student,  full}'  equal  to  that  he  had 
obtained  in  the  pursuit  of  his  professional  labors. 
His  journeyiogs  had  included  almost  every  part  of 
the  known  world,  and  iiis  investigations  were  par- 
ticularly earnest  in  the  line  of  medical  science. 

Dr.  Haven  was  a  great  lover  of  books,  his  read- 
ing giving  him  such  a  profound  knowledge  of 
general  literature  that  he  was  regarded  by  his  ac- 
quaintances as  a  veritable  encyclopedia  of  interest- 
ing information.  His  conversational  i)owers  were 
far  above  the  average,  making  him  an  entertaining 
com[)anion.  He  was  one  of  the  band  of  early  Ab- 
olitionists and  Free-Soilers  who  helped  to  shape 
the  politics  of  Northern  Illinois.  Although  brought 
up  in  the  strict  faith  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
his  religious  views  became  largely  modified  and 
broadened  in  later  years. 

For  some  time  past  Dr.  Haven  had  been  si>end- 
ing  liis  winters  in  Florida,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  had  a  handsome  winter  home  in  process  of 
construction  at  Clearwater  Harbor,  on  the  coast  of 
that  State.     His  wife,  who  survives  him,  was  Miss 
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Jane  Stowell,  daughter  of  E.  C  Slowell,  dceoa.scd, 
foriaerl}'  a  well-known  real-ostale  duaK-r  of  C'iiicago. 
The  marriage  rites  of  Ur.  Haven  and  iMiss  Stowcll 
were  celebrated  in  1854. 


(^^IIOMAS  TRAINER  is  a  ricli  farmer  of  Ciis- 
(ri^  ter  Township,  where  he  has  been  reared 
^^^  from  youth-  uii,  and  his  standing  in  the 
communitj'  where  he  is  so  well  known  is  the  high- 
est. His  father,  William  Trainer,  was  a  native  of 
Wightonshire,  Scotland,  and  born  in  1798.  His 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Margaret;'Moore, 
was  born  on  the  Isle  of  Man.  in  1808,  and  was 
there  married  at  the  age  of  twenty-five,  the  father 
of  our  subject  then  being  thirty-five  years  old. 
They  remained  on  the  Isle  until  18.53,  and  tlien 
started  for  America,  but  while  on  the  passage  Ihc 
family  weresadly  bereaved  by  the  death"  of  the 
devoted  motiier  who  was  buried  at  sea.  The 
father  and  remaining  members  of  the  famil}-,  land- 
ing at  New  York,  came  direct  to  Illinois,  and  he 
bought  a  farm  on  section  14,  Wilmington  Town- 
ship, of  Lyman  Francis.  His  daughter  Margaret, 
who  was  oTdy  fourteen  years  of  age,  kept  house 
for  him;  she  is  now  deceased.  The  family  lived 
on  that  place  for  eight  j'ears,  when  the  fallier  sold 
tiie  property  and  the  ensuing  two  years  lived  in 
Grand  Prairie,  near  Dwight.  At  tlie  expiration 
of  that  time  he  came  to  this  township,  and  pur- 
chased the  homestead  on  section  13.  which  is  now 
occupied  by  our  subject.  This  remained  hisliome 
till  death  closed  his  mortal  pilgrimage,  in  1882. 
He  was  the  fatiier  of  seven  children,  three  of  whom 
are  now  Jiving. 

Thomas  Trainer  vvas  tiie  fiftii  ciiihl  of  tlie  fam- 
ily, and  was  born  on  the  Isle  of  Man.  in  the  nionlli 
of  July,  184L  He  was  twelve  years  of  age  when 
he  left  the  place  of  his  nativity  !}nd  came  with  iiis 
father  to  America.  He  gleaned  a  good  education 
in  the  common  schools,  and  on  his  father's  farm  a 
substantial  knowledge  of  agriculture  in  all  its 
branches,  and  lias  always  been  occupied  in  farming 
pursuits  and  since  coming  here  with  his  father  has 
been  a  resident   of    the   homestead    tlial    the    latter 


then  purchased.  He  and  his  wife  iiave  a  comfort- 
able home  on  the  Kankakee  River,  and  he  is  oper- 
ating one  hundred  and  eighty-one  and  three-fourth 
acres  of  land,  all  lying  in  a  body  and  all  well  im- 
proved. He  carries  on  mixed  farming,  raising  a 
diversity  of  crops,  and  having  his  pastures  well 
stocked  with  standard  grades  of  cattle. 

March  5,  1874,  Mr.  Trainer  and  Miss  Elizabeth 
McDonald  were  united  in  marriage.  Her  parents 
were  John  and  Mary  McDonald.  Her  father  lived 
to  be  seventy-seven  years  of  age  anil  her  mother  is 
now  fifty-nine  years  old. 

Mr.  Trainer  is  a  wIkjIc  souled,  genial  man  and 
has  many  warm  friends  in  tlie  place  where  so  much 
of  his  life  has  been  passed.  He  is  generous  in 
supporting  all  schemes  that  will  in  any  way  im- 
prove the  township,  and  has  always  been  a  liberal 
supporter  of  churches  though  not  a  member  of 
anj'.  He  has  been  a  Director  of  schools  in  this 
district.  No.  4,  and  has  also  served  as  a  I'athmas- 
ter,  and,  altogether,  is  one  of  our  most  useful  and 
trusted  citizens.  In  his  jiolitical  views  he  is  a 
stanch  Republican  and  lias  worked  hard  in  the  in- 
terests of  his  party. 


■^/OHN  STEPHEN.  The  habits  of  thrift  and 
industry,  to  wiiii'ii  the  subject  of  this  notice 
^^  I  was  trained  from  boyhood,  have  followed 
'@_/  him  through  his  latter  years,  .as  is  indicated 
by  his  surroundings.  We  find  him  supplied  with 
all  the  comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life, 
and  the  owner  of  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  Joliet 
Township,  comprising  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres 
of  land  on  section  18,  upon  which  have  been  ef- 
fected good  improvements. 

The  earl^'  home  of  Mr.  Stephen  was  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  in  the  Province  of  Alsace, 
then  of  France,  but  now  belonging  to  Germany, 
and  where  he  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light, 
July  18,  1839.  His  father,  John  Stephen,  and  his 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Adelia  Haude, 
were  likewise  natives  of  that  province,  where  thej' 
were  reared  and  married.  They  lived  there  until 
1846,  then  deciding  upon  emigrating  to  America, 
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and  repairing  to  Havre,  boarded  a  sailing  vessel 
which  in  due  time  landed  them  safely  on  Ameri- 
can shores.  They  proceeded  directly  to  Cuyahoga 
County,  Ohio,  but  lived  in  that  .State  only  six 
months,  coming  thence  to  Illinois  and  settling  in 
Joliet  Township,  this  county.  The  father  engaged 
in  farming,  and  thej'  sojourned  there  a  number  of 
years,  then  removed  to  the  city  of  Joliet,  where 
the  last  seven  years  of  tlieir  life  were  spent. 
The  five  children  born  to  them  consisted  of  four 
sons  and  one  daughter.  Of  these  John  was  the 
third  cliild. 

Mr.  .Stephen  was  a  Ijov  of  seven  years  when  his 
parents  emigrated  to  America,  and  he  still  has  a 
dim  recollection  of  his  old  home  in  France,  and  of 
the  scenes  and  incidents  attending  the  voyage  to 
America.  He  lived  with  his  parents  thereafter 
until  twenty-three  3'ears  old,  when  he  was  married 
and  settled  in  the  town  of  Troy,  living  there  two 
j'ears.  Thence  he  returned  to  the  old  homestead, 
which  is  now  his  property.  He  was  married  in 
Joliet,  October  13,  1863,  to  Miss  R.<ichel,  daughter 
of  Ignatz  and  Mary  (Walter)  .Schall.  The  parents 
of  Mrs.  Stephen  were  also  natives  of  Alsace,  and 
emigrated  to  America  about  1847,  settling  near 
Rome,  N.  Y.  Later  tliey  came  to  this  county  and 
lived  in  the  town  of  Troy  for  several  years.  Later 
they  too,  like  the  parents  of  Jlr.  Stephen,  removed 
to  Joliet  where  the  mother  died,  .and  Mr.  Schall  is 
still  living  there.  The}-  were  the  parents  of  ten 
children,  of  whom  Mrs.  .Stephen  was  the  youngest. 
.She  is  a  native  of  the  same  province  as  her  hus- 
band, and  was  born  June  28,  1845.  She  was  thus 
less  than  two  years  old  u]ion  coming  to  America 
with  her  parents,  and  recollects  nothing  of  the 
land  of  hei-  birth.  She,  as  well  as  her  husband,  is 
thoroughly  Americanized  ami  in  full  s^-mjmlhy 
with  American  institutions. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stephen  are  the  i)roud  parents  of 
nine  living  children.  They  are  all  at  home  with 
their  parents  and  bear  the  names  respectively  of, 
Clara  O.,  Mar}-  R.,  .lohn  E.,  Frances  M.,  Josepii- 
ino  A.,  Adeline  A.,  Amelia  F.,  Lenora  S.  and  Ray- 
UKind  A.  Mr.  Stephen  upcm  lieciiming  a  voting 
citizen  identilied  himself  with  the  Democratic 
party.  He  has  served  as  a  .School  Director  in  his 
district  four  years,  and  as  Highway-   Commissioner 


six  years.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  prominently 
connected  with  the  Catholic  Church.  In  addi- 
tion to  general  farming  he  makes  a  specialty  of 
stock-raising,  and  realizes  therefrom  handsome 
returns. 


|f>5— 


ICIIAEL  DOYLE.  It  affords  great  pleas- 
ure to  the  biographical  writer  to  record 
the  success  of  a  man  who,  beginning  life 
with  no  means,  has  accumulated  a  compe- 
tency, and  while  doing  so  has  reared  his  family  in 
useful  habits  and  good  principles  and  acted  the 
part  of  a  worthy  citizen.  One  of  this  class  is 
Michael  Doyle,  whose  pleasant  home  is  located  on 
section  35,  Jackson  Township,  and  who  is  num- 
bered among  the  general  farmers  of  this  well  de- 
veloped count}'.  He  is  a  native  of  the  Emerald 
Isle,  born  in  Mohill,  County  Leitrim,  November 
1,  1832,  and  was  about  eighteen  years  olil  when  he 
came  to  America.  Landing  in  New  York  he  went 
to  New  Haven,  Conn.,  in  or  near  which  city  he 
lived  five  years.  During  this  time  he  was  em- 
plo3'ed  at  different  occupations  in  which  he  could 
gain  a  support,  or  which  promiseil  to  better  his 
condition. 

At  the  expiration  of  the  period  mentioned,  Mr. 
Doyle  came  to  Illinois  and  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Chicago  it  Alton  Railroad  Companj^  his  loca- 
tion being  at  AVilmington,  this  county,  for  a  time, 
after  which  he  was  engaged  seven  years  in  sawing 
wood  for  the  same  company.  During  this  time  he 
had  hoarded  his  resources,  and  was  then  able  to 
purchase  eighty  acres  of  land,  upon  which  he  has 
since  resided.  He  has  made  various  improve- 
ments, and  h.as  added  to  his  landed  estate,  from 
time  to  time  until  his  possessions  now  amount  to 
seven  hundred  acres,  the  most  of  which  is  in 
Jackson  Township.  A  complete  line  of  farm 
buildings  maj'  be  seen  upon  the  estate,  their  ex- 
cellence  attracting  the  attention  of  every  passer- 
l>y,  as  they  are  much  better  than  the  average 
among  farmers. 

In  New  Haven,   Conn.,   Mr.  Dt>yle   was   united 
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in  marriage  with  Miss  Catiieriiie  Marin,  a  native 
of  County  Monaglian,  Iroluml.  Slu-  bore  a  pait 
in  liis  earcs,  economies  ami  surrcsscs  until  ISTl. 
when  she  was  removed  from  eaiiii.  lireatliing  her 
last  at  lier  liome  in  this  township.  Slie  was  the 
motlier  of  six  chiklreu.  of  whom  tlie  fourth,. lolm, 
ilii'il  in  April,  1S8.S,  at  the  aye  of  twenty-seven 
yi'ars.  .lames  anrl  Frank  arc  now  living  in  Flor- 
ence Township;  Michael,  in  .Jackson  Township: 
Peter  lives  in  this  township;  and  'I'liomas  still  re- 
mains at  home. 

The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Doyle  took  place  in 
Wilmington,  .July  (!,  187.'),  his  bride  being  Miss  KUen 
Ivavanaugli.  This  estiraal)le  woman  was  liorn  in 
this  county.  February  111,  18ri:i.  Slie  has  borne  her 
husband  four  children — losepli.  Maiy.  Nellie  and 
()iinie,  who  are  beini;-  carefully  trained  in  habits 
of  courtesy  ami  usefulness  liy  their  good  mother, 
and  having  tlieir  minds  developed  as  theii-  years 
will  pciinit. 

■Mr.  Doyle  has  been  Highway  Commissioner  and 
School  Director  for  several  years.  His  political 
alliliation  is  with  the  Democracy.  He  and  his 
wife  and  family  are  enrolled  in  the  Catholic 
Church.  .Mr.  Doyle  is  not  lacking  in  the  natural 
iiitclligetice  and  accurate  perceptions  which  are 
pri>verljial  with  the  Irish  race,  and  his  aliilities 
have  been  de\elo|ied  and  liis  mind  stored  with 
information,  so  that  he  is  now  more  than  ordinarily 
intelliijent. 


FOliCE  Sl'EIJKY.  The  traveler  in  going 
-  past  the  Sperry  homestead  in  variably  turns 
for  a  second  glance,  as  there  is  an  air  of 
comfort  and  plenty  al)ont  it  tiiat  is  exceedingly 
pleasant  to  the  eye.  He  at  once  singles  it  out  as 
the  result  of  more  than  ordinary  enterprise  and  in- 
dustry— a  home  whose  proprietor  possesses  all  the 
attributes  of  a  good  citizen,  one  who  has  lii<it 
looked  after  the  comfort  of  his  family,  and  who 
next,  as  a  member  of  the  C(unmunity,  presents  an 
example  to  those  around  him  wliich  is  well  worthy 
of  imitation.  Mr.  Sperry  is  well-to-do.  linancially. 
owning  besides  hi>  farjn.  valuable  city  [iroljcrty    ai 


Joliet.  Fie  is  vvidely  and  favorably  known  through- 
out the  township,  and  is  nundiered  among  its 
leading  men. 

'I'lie  lifth  in  a  family  of  seven  children,  our  sul)- 
ject  is  the  Son  of  .James  and  Fanny  (Pixley) 
Sperry,  and  w.as  liorn  in  the  town  of  Henrietta, 
Monroe  County,  N.  V.,  Apiil  27,  is;?7.  His  early 
life  was  s[)ent  at  his  fatlier's  farm,  and  his  first 
studies  were  prosecuted  in  the  common  schools. 
Later  he  attended  Monroe  Academy  in  East  Hen- 
rietta, lie  remained  a  member  of  his  father's 
household  until  reaching  his  majority,  and  soon 
afterward  was  married  and  settled  in  Lewiston, 
N.  ^'.,  where  for  many  years  he  was  emplo^'ed  as  a 
collector.  The  young  wife  livec)  only  about  one 
yeai-  after  her  marriage,  and  after  licr  death  Mr. 
Siierr\'    went    to    Ivochestci',    and    in  company  with 

E.  D.  Hallock  was  engageil  for  about  two  yeai's  in 
the  sale  of  agricultural  implements. 

In  18,')C  Mr.  Sperrj^  came  to  this  county,  and 
during  the  first  winter  was  engaged  as  a  school 
teacher  in  Homer  Township.  After  his  second 
marriage  he  settled  on  the  farm  which  he  now 
owns  and  occupies,  and  in  connection  with  its  cul- 
tivation has  also  followed  the  profession  of  a 
teacher.  After  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  AVar,  in 
.July,  18G2,  he  enlisted  as  a  Union  .soldier  in  Com- 
pany C,  One  Hundredth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  for 
nearly  two  }-ears  served  as  a  private.  He  was 
then  commissioned   First   Lieutenant  of  Companj' 

F,  Twenty-second  New  York  Cavalry,  and  served 
in  that  capacity  for  four  months,  being  then  pro- 
moted to  a  Captaincy.  He  remained  with  the 
same  regiiuent,  and  on  the  21st  of  July  was  bre- 
vetted  as  Major.  In  charging  a  battery  near 
Fisher's  Hill  he  was  run  over  by  his  own  squadron, 
and  received  injuries  which  incapacitated  him  for 
duty  for  one  month.  (Jn  acc(.)unt  of  this  he  now 
enjoys  a  pension  from  the  Covernment.  He  was 
present  in  srnne  of  the  great  battles  of  the  war, 
namely:  Stone  Itiver,  Chickamauga,  Mission  Ridge, 
Kockv  I'ace.  Resaca,  Winchester,  Cedar  l{un  and 
Waynesboro.  The  close  of  the  war  found  him 
.Vcting  lirigade  (Quartermaster,  res|)onsible  for  a 
million  dollars  and  with  certificates  of  non-indebt- 
edness from  every  department  of  the  service. 

Mr.   Sperry  was  first  married  in    Lewi>lon.  N.V., 
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to  Miss  Mary  D.,  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Bates 
Cook,  who  was  forinerl)'  State  Comptroller  of  New 
York  iinfier  Gov.  DeWitt  Clinton.  INIrs.  Mary  I). 
Sperry  died  without  chihhen  in  IS.'il.  Tiio  second 
wife  of  our  sul)j(;ct,  to  wlioni  lie  was  married  in 
the  spring  of  1857,  was  formerly  Mrs,  Einily  C. 
(Hopping)  Peck.  This  lady  was  born  in  1831,  in 
New  York,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Lucy 
(Paddock)  Uoiiping,  who  are  now  deceased.  Henry 
Hopping  died  in  1854  in  California,  whither  he 
lif.d  gone  with  a  brother,  the  Hon.  Curtis  Hopping, 
who  subsequently'  became  one  i.if  tiie  leading  citi- 
zens of  Sacramento,  and  there  died  recently,  a 
wealthy  man.  Another  brotlier,  Knos,  was  edu- 
cated at  West  Point  and  became  a  Brigadier-(.ien- 
eral.  He  was  witli  ('•cu.  Scott  in  his  Mexican 
campaign,  iviierc  he  died.  His  remains  were 
brought  to  his  former  home  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y., 
and  buried  with  honor  by  his  grateful  country- 
men. 

The  wife  ot'  our  sul)ject  was  first  married  to 
Oliver  F.  Peck,  wIjo  died  in  Homer  Townsiiip, 
leaving  one  child,  a  daughter,  Henrietta.  Tlie 
latter  married  F.  E.  Rowley,  and  died  in  Manhattan 
Township  in  1882.  Mrs.  Sperij'  is  proud  of  wear- 
ing the  white  ribbon  as  a  meudier  of  the  \\'onian's 
Ciu'islian  Temi)erance  Union.  Shcwouhl  Ceel  hon- 
ored to  be  well  known  as  a  defender  of  i)rohibi- 
tion  and  equal  suffrage.  Mr.  Sperr3'  is  a  strong 
supporter  of  tiie  Republican  party,  having  taken 
an  active  jiart  in  political  affairs,  and  in  his  tem- 
perance views  he  is  a  radical  Prohiltitionist. 

James  Sperry  and  his  estimal)le  wife,  tlie  parents 
of  our  subject,  were  natives  of  Great  Barrington, 
Mass.,  and  settled  in  Henrietta,  Monroe  County, 
N.  Y.,  after  their  marriage,  living  in  that  place 
many  yeais.  Tlience  the^'  removed  to  the  city  of 
Rochester,  where  tln-y  spent  their  last  d.ays.  Mr. 
Sperry  was  a  man  of  decided  views,  and  during 
slavery  times  w.as  a  prominent  Abolitionist.  The 
parental  family  consisted  of  four  sons  and  three 
daughters,  five  of  whom  arc  living,  as  follows: 
Henry  II.  Sperry,  former  Superintendent  of  the 
Document  Room,  House  of  Represent.ati  ves,  AVash- 
ington,  1).  C,  and  Custom  House  ofHcer  in  New 
York  City  from  18G8  to  1871.  is  now  living  retired 
from  business   in    Rochester,    N.  Y.;    Ur.   M.    M. 


Sperry  also  lives  in  Rochester  and  is  a  prominent 
man  in  his  profession;  Edward  lives  at  Battle 
Creek,  M  ich. ;  our  subject,  and  Sarah  A.,  who 
lives  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  complete  the  family  list. 
A  portrait  of  the  gentleman  whose  life  is  thus 
brietly  recorded,  and  also  that  of  his  wife  ere  pre- 
sented on  another  page  of  this  volume. 


5^  EMPRONTUS  S.  CHAMBERLAIN,  under- 
taker and  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  S. 
S.  Chamberlain  &  Sons,  of  Joliet  and 
Locki)ort,  was  l)orn  in  Henrietta,  Monroe 
Conntj-,  X.  Y.,  August  10.  1817.  He  is  the  son  of 
Luther  C.  Chamberlain  who  keiit  the  old  fash- 
ioned tavern  in  that  rural  village  known  as  the 
Henrietta  House.  It  was  located  in  the  midst  of 
some  of  the  finest  farming  lands  t)f  the  famous 
Genesee  A'alley,  as  was  also  the  old  time  Alonroe 
Academy,  which  the  boy  entered  at  an  early  age 
anil  in  which  he  received  his  rudimentary  instruc- 
tion. At  the  age  of  fifteen  years  he  was  taken  by 
his  father  from  that  thriving  neighborhood  to  the 
State  of  Illinois,  the  start  being  m.ade  in  January, 
18.'i-"i,  and  this  being  before  the  days  of  railro.ading 
the  boj' rode  the  entire  distance  on  an  Indian  pony. 
Reaching  Chicago,  then  only  an  Indian  station 
and  trading  post,  they  tarried  a  few  days  and  then 
continued  their  journey  southward  thirt}'  miles,  to 
one  mile  and  a  half  east  of  Lockport,  where  they  lo- 
cated in  Lockport  and  Homer  Townships.  The  father 
made  a  claim  on  (Jovernment  land  and  improved  a 
farm  on  which  he  lived  four  years,  thence  removing 
to  Peoria  County  in  1837.  The  young  man  en- 
tered Jubilee  College,  Peoria,  from  which  in  due 
course  of  time  he  was  graduated  with  academic  ac- 
quirements. He  returned  to  Lockport  in  1844  and 
began  as  an  architect  and  builder,  taking  contracts 
for  the  erection  of  warehouses  and  other  edifices. 
To  him  was  committed  the  erection  of  the  large 
warehouse  of  Messrs.  Norton  &  Co.,  of  Lockport, 
whose  business  has  grown  to  enormous  proportions, 
their  flouring  mills  being  well  known  as  among 
the  most  extensive   in  the  country. 

Four  years  after   his    arrival,    Mr.    Chamberlain 
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put  up  !i  store  fur  biiiiself  ami  embarked  in  his 
present  l)usiness.  Duriny  the  fatal  ehoieia  season 
of  18.')4,  which  lasted  for  about  thiiiy  daj's,  lie 
worked  men  night  and  day  iiiakin;;-  eollins.  whieli 
was  done  wholly  liy  hand  al  that  lime.  The  eall 
was  absolute,  and  only  by  [luttiuL;-  in  evei-y  lidur  of 
the  twcnly-four  eould  the  demand  lie  sup|ilieil. 
In  that  perilous  period.  JMr.  Chamberlain  went 
personally  to  nearly  every  house  where  death  oe- 
eurre<l.  sometimes  as  many  as  eii^ht  a  day  in  a  vil- 
laj,'c  of  twenty-live  hnndi'ed  iidiabitanls.  'I'lie 
Collins  were  made  of  walnut  oi'  wliilewdod,  with 
walnut  flat  tops,  and  lined  and  trimmed  inside  with 
book-muslin  headings. 

in  I. sT.'i,  Mr.  Chamberlain  started  an  estal)lish- 
nt  in  .loliel,  lii'st  oecuiiyim;  a  frame  building 
(if  his  own  erection  on  Chicago  Sireet.  but  subse- 
((uently  moving  into  the  line  store.  No.  1  l'.b(  War- 
ner lUock)  o|)posite  his  formei  site.  These  piem- 
ises  are  expressly  fitted  for  the  business  and  have 
a  depth  iif  ninety  feet,  with  a  front  (if  [date  glass. 
The  commodious  ollice  is  entered  directly  from 
llie  street,  being  separated  from  the  store  room  by 
a  piriition  of  walnut  and  ash  p.anels  with  a  glass 
top.  The  otHce,  without  any  attempt  at  displaj', 
has  an  air  of  refinement  and  gooil  taste.  In  the 
inner  room  is  an  elegant  cabinet  of  ten  samples 
of  work,  either  of  which  can  be  brought  to  view  in 
a  moment  by  lowering  a  hinged  panel.  Heyond 
this  room  is  one  opening  on  the  alley,  wdiich  is  de- 
voted to  receiving,  trimming  etc.  The  establish- 
ment is  connected  by  telephone  with  the  other 
establishment  at  Lockport,  a  distance  of  five  miles, 
with  the  dwelling  at  Xo.  617  Clinton  Street,  and 
with  the  Joliet  Telephone  Exchange. 

Mr.Chamberlain  is  a  man  of  advanced  ideas  and 
has  exhibited  throughout  his  long  business  career 
a  remark.able  degree  of  energy  and  tact.  Although 
his  location  is  near  Chicago,  he  always  carries  a 
large  stock  of  goods;  he  is  a  judicious  buyer  and 
as  iiis  trade  is  mostly  among  the  more  prosperous 
people  of  Joliet  and  vicinity,  his  stock  is  largel3- 
composed  of  the  finer  grades  of  cloth  and  metallic 
trimmings.  It  is  doubtful  if  there  is  a  funeral  di- 
rector in  the  country  who  takes  more  pride  in  his 
stable  or  more  pains  to  kccii  his  valu.able  horses  in 
good  trim.     He  own>  two  .-pans  uliich  rank  .(nii.ng 


the  best  in  Northern  Illinois.  One  is  a  pair  of 
dark  bays  with  heavy  manes  ami  tails;  the  other, 
a  pair  of  Morgan  lUackliawks,  recently  brought  by 
him   from  I.exington.  Ky. 

Being  a  lover  of  the  c(|uinc  race,  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain becomes  peculi.arly  attached  to  the  steeds  that 
have  done  him  service.  .\s  an  illustration  of  this, 
he  iias  in  pasture  a  team  that  had  worked  for  a 
little  o\er  ten  years  and  are  yet  in  good  condition, 
lie  refuses  to  sell  them,  saying.  ''Tliey  will  be 
(■.■ired  for  by  me  through  the  rest  of  their  lives." 
Four  of  the  hearses  useil  by  our  subject  were 
built  for  him  by  Messrs.  Crane,  Breed  &  Co.  of 
Cincinnati,  two  purchased  by  IMerts  &  Ridle  of 
ilavenna.  Ohio;  one  white  hearse  built  liy  Cun- 
iiingiiam,  of  Hochester,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Chaiul)erlain 
never  takes  part  in  iK)litics  but  has  frequently  had 
iniblic  office  tendered  him.  lie  invariably  declines, 
having  always  felt  that  his  most  important  duty 
was  to  attend  strictly  to  his  legitimate  business. 

To  do  justice  to  our  subject  we  ought  to  de- 
vote some  time  to  his  high  personal  character,  but 
must  content  ourselves  with  a  remark  from  the 
Joliet  Sun: — "No  man  is  bettor  known  or  regarded 
with  higher  esteem  in  this  \icinity  than  S.  .S. 
Chamberlain,  a  gentlcm.an  of  sterling  integrity. 
We  have  known  him  for  forty  years  and  know 
whereof  we  speak." 

With  Miss  Elizabeth  S.  (ir.ay,  of  Homer,  this 
county,  Mr.  Clianiberl.ain  was  united  in  marriage 
January  I'.i-  is  12.  The  Inide  was  a  daughter  of 
Alfred  and  a  sister  of  Cajit.  (ieorgc  M.  Oray,  of 
the  Pullman  Palace  Car  Line.  She  was  l)oni  in 
the  Empire  State  but  came  to  Illinois  at  an  early 
day.  For  nearly  half  a  century  she  shared  in 
her  husband's  joys  and  sorrows,  ever  devoted  to 
his  comfort  and  the  welfare  of  the  children  whom 
she  had  borne.  She  entered  into  rest  April  '.), 
ISH'J,  mourned  liy  many  friends  whose  sympathy 
is  with  the  family  in  their  sore  bereavement.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  The 
union  was  blessed  by  tlic  birth  of  two  sons  only. 
(ieorgcN.  is  one  of  the  linn  and  resides  in  Joliet; 
Charles  G.  is  in  charge  of  the  Lockport  brancii 
of  the  business. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  b(irn  in  Columliia 
County.  X.  Y..  in    ITS'.l,  and    tdok    part  in  the   War 
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of  1812.  After  its  conclusion  lie  married  I\Iiss 
Thankful  Talmage  of  LitclifieUl.  Conn.,  and  setlleil 
in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.  For  a  time  he  engaged  in 
farming,  subsequently  eniliarkiiig  as  a  liotel  keeper, 
a  business  that  lie  followed  iiftocn  years.  He  was 
a  prominent  man  in  his  loeation,  especially  in  eilu- 
cational  affairs,  being  a  Trustee  and  Dirertor  in 
the  Monroe  Academy  and  helping  ti)  build  up  Ihe 
early  schools  of  AVcsteni  Ne\v  Ym-k.  lie  was 
Postmaster  of  Henrietta  for  m.aiiy  years.  I'pon 
coining  to  Illinois  as  mentioned  above,  he  liought 
extensively,  and  built  the  (irst  franu'  house  in  his 
section  of  ciuuitry.  neitiier  in  -loliel,  luir  Luck- 
port,  any  other  than  log  houses  being  then 
standing.  After  leaving  Lf)ckport  he  spent  seven 
years  in  Pemia.  tlienee  going  to  ^Milton,  \\'.iyue 
County.  Inil..  where  he  engaged  in  the  grain 
and  warehouse  business.  Tliere  lie  remained  un- 
til his  death  in  1878;  the  mother  had  lireathed 
her  last  in  IS,')-2.  Luther  C.  Cliauibcrlain  was  a 
member  ol  the  Lpiseopal  Church.  He  was  tlie 
father  of  three  children — Lewis  L..  of  this 
county  ;  S.  8. ;  and  h^llen  ^L,  wife  of  Xorlou  Davis 
of  Monroe  County.  X.  'i'.,  who  died  Felirnary  0. 
1890. 


^5!>)Et)RGE 
f I  (^=,  and  sto 
^^'    pleasant 


)EORGE  DIXON,  a  representative  farmer 
stock-raiser  of  DuPagc  Township,  is 
pleasantly  located  on  section  32.  His  fine 
estate  comprises  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  a 
part  of  which  is  well-developed  land  upon  which  a 
full  line  of  substantial  buildings  have  been  erected 
and  such  other  improvements  made  as  are  usually 
the  work  of  a  man  of  enterprise  and  good  judgment. 
Mr.  Dixon  is  a  self-made  man  who  labored  long 
and  arduously  to  gain  a  g"ood  home  and  is  now  en- 
joying a  raeritecl  reward  for  his  efforts. 

The  natal  day  of  our  subject  was  Christinas  Da)', 
1832,  and  his  birthplace  Lincolnshire,  England. 
His  parents  were  Robert  and  Susan  Dixon  who 
lived  upon  a  farm  and  reared  their  son  amid  its 
toils  and  limited  advantages.  His  education  was 
but  meagre,  as  th(!  opportunities  he  had  were  not 
equal  to  those  of  Amrrican  youth  of  the  same  class 
even  at  that  date,  but  observation  and   native  in- 


telligence have  largely  overcome  the  deficiency  and 
he  is  to-day  a  well-informed  man. 

In  IS,"*!  young  Dixon  emigrated  to  America, 
hjaving  Liverpool  on  the  sailer  "Underwriter." 
which  reached  New  Y'ork  after  an  ocean  voyage  of 
seven  weeks  and  three  days.  The  young  man  came 
direct  to  the  Prairie  State,  found  emplo^'ment  as  a 
farm  laborer  in  Cook  fVuiiity  and  worked  by  the 
nionlli  fourteen  years.  He  then  bought  a  tr.act  of 
land  in  New.aygo  County,  Mich.,  and  was  identified 
with  the  fanning  interests  of  that  section  several 
years.  He  tinally  [lurchased  the  land  he  now  occu- 
pies,-renting  it  out  three  years  and  then  removing 
hither. 

On  Sei)tember  1  1,  18G9,  the  marriage  rites  were 
celebrated  between  Mr.  Dixon  and  Miss  Mary  J. 
Burgess,  who  was  born  in  England,  October  12, 
1840.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Heaton  and  .lane 
(Clark)  Burgess,  who  emigrated  to  America  in 
1867.  and  made  their  huiiie  in  ^Vill  County,. III., 
for  a  number  of  years.  They  removed  to  Cook 
County,  where  the  father  died  in  1884  and  the 
nK>tlic)-  still  li\es.  4'hey  had  nine  chihlreii.  of 
whom  the  lixing  are,  Mrs.  Dixon  ;  John  and  Samuel 
who  reside  in  this  ci>unt3';  William,  George  IL, 
Charles  R.  and  Thomas  E.,  who  live  in  Cook 
County;  and  Betsey,  wife  of  Harry  Pollard,  of 
Pike  County. 

Mr.  Dixon  is  a  Democrat,  luit  usuall}'  votes  for 
the  man  rather  than  the  strict  party  principle.  He 
is  a  reliable  citizen,  an  enterprising  farmer,  a  kind 
neighbor,  and  receives  his  just  share  in  the  respect 
of  those  who  know  him,  while  the  wife  of  his  bosom 
has  her  friends  among  them  to  whom  her  virtues 
have  endeared  her. 

HARLES  B.  HAYWARD.  No  more  genial, 
companionable  or  intelligent  gentleman  is  to 
be  found  in  the  city  of  Joliet  than  the  above- 
named,  who  is  at  the  lie.ad  of  the  C.  B.  Hayward 
Printing  Company.  He  thoroughlj'  understands 
the  printer's  trade,  in  which  he  has  had  practical 
experience,  and  ft)r  quite  a  number  of  years  was  an 
editor,  gaining  high  rank  in  journalistic  circles  for 
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his  ciu'i'jry,  versatility  ami  iiiiclKinuiii^-  ilevolion  to 
IJrincipIu.  Duiiiiu'  llic  hitr  war  in;  passfil  tlirotigli 
trying  scenes  but  nn  amoant  of  iHisci-ulion  or 
danger  could  turn  liini  from  his  devotion  to  what 
lie  tliought  right.  Those  who  wielded  the  pen  in 
defense  of  the  I'liion  exerted  an  inlluence  wliicli 
cannot  he  measured,  ami  to  them  honor  Ijelongs  as 
well  as  to  those  who  ser\ed  their  country  on  the 
tented  field. 

In  the  Iloosier  State  in  the  first  half  of  the  nine- 
teenth century,  lived  Thomas  Ilayward  and  two 
brothers,  who  managed  a  tannery  at  L-"airlield. 
Thomas  married  Miss  May  A.  Hill,  among  the 
members  of  their  family  being  a  son.  (_'.  B.,  who 
oiiened  his  eyes  to  the  light  July  1,  ISt.'!.  He  had 
one  Ijrother  and  two  sitters,  all  living.  About  IS.j.'j 
the  parents  removeil  to  (.'olumluis.  Ind.,  wluaice 
f(ni'.'  vears  hiler  tlie\  moved  to  Indianapolis  and 
liveil  tlu're  until  l.s.V.»,and  then  removed  to  Carth- 
aii'e.  .Mo.  During  the  war  Mr.  II:iyward  removed 
to  Fl.  Si'ott.  Ivan.,  at  its  close  becomiuLj  .1  ri'-ident 
of  Springfield.  Mo.,  where   he  died  in    [fiC'.K 

Al  Ihe  aue  of  ten  years,  he  of  wliom  we  write 
Went  to  Indianapolis  to  U'arn  the  trade  of  a  printer, 
remaining  thei'e  about  live  years,  and  then  accom- 
|ianvin^'  his  parent>  to  Carthage,  i\Io.,  where  he 
oiiened  a  news  .and  joii  office.  His  I'nion  senti- 
ments aroused  the  Southerners,  who  com|ielle<l  him 
to  take  refuge,  along  with  otlicrs,  in  Kansas.  1!(; 
then  w<jnl  to  Ft.  Scott  and  established  the  Ft.  Scott 
MniiU'ir.  securing  a  niilitars'  escoi  t  to  liring  his 
family  hither  from  !iis  foruu'r  home.  While  at  Ft. 
Scott  he  was  appointed  1  iiiled  Stales  Deputy  l{ev- 
einie  t'ollector.  .\l  the  clos(!  of  the  war  he  re- 
moved to  .S|)ringlield,  .Mo.,  where  lu'  engaged  in 
the  printing  business. 

The  next  place  of  abode  of  .M  i\  ll.ayward  was 
Marseilles.  III.,  to  whieh  place  he  came  in  1^70,  tak- 
ing up  the  occupation  of  traveling  agent  for  the 
paper  mill  at  that  point.  The  following  year  he 
came  to  .lolict  and  took  charge  of  tlie  jol)  [irintirig 
tiepartment  of  the  UrpiihUcdn.  In  1  872  he  started 
tliG  Joliet  Sun,  which  he  published  ten  years,  selling 
it  at  the  ex[)iiation  of  that  period  to  the  lU-iiuhlirmi. 
In  188a,  lie  went  to  Santa  Fe,  N.  M..  where  he  was 
connected  with  tiie  New  Mexican  Printing  Com- 
pany.    Being  appointed  Postmaster  by  President 


Aithur  in  Ins  I.  ;it  Santa  I'V.  h.'  held  that  position 
until  188(1.  when  he  returned  to  .loliet.  On  New 
Years  Day  following  he  organized  tlie  c(unpany 
which  he  still  manages,  although  on  Apiil  1,  1890, 
the  firm  name  was  changed  to  the  C.  IS.  Ilayward 
Company. 

xVpril  7,  l.s7-_'.  .Mr.  Ilayward  married  Miss  May 
K.Miuiroe,  al  Ihe  ho'iu'  of  the  bride's  father,  ( ieorge 
Miuiroe,  .lolii-i,  April  7,  is7j!.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hay- 
ward  are  the  happy  parents  of  four  living  children: 
.losie.  Thomas,  Ch.arles  M.,  and  Ruth,  and  mourn 
the  death  of  a  son,  (ieorge,  who  was  taken  from 
them  September  14,  1881.  Mr.  Ha3'ward  is  recog- 
nized as  among  the  leading  Republicans  of  this 
covin iy  and  this  [jurt  of  Illinois. 


HI.NKAS  K.  liOWI.KV.  late  a  resident  of 
I  lomer  Tosvnship,  departed  this  life  at  his 
homestead  on  section  lit,  Fel)rnary  22, 
188'.l.  He  was  a  native  of  New  Vork,  and 
the  son  of  .lirah  K'owley.  whose  wife  bore  llie 
maiden  name  of  lOli/.alielh  Brace,  and  both  were 
natives  of  New  York  St.ale.  When  about  eighteen 
yc  ais  old  young  Rowley  came  to  this  county, 
within  wiiose  limits  he  made  his  home  the  re- 
maiudi'r  of  his  life,  which  lerminaled  when  he  was 
in  the  sevent\ -sec-ond  year  of  his  age,  his  birth 
t.'iking  place  .November  .">.  IsiC.  His  nati\e  place 
was  \'ictor,  N.  Y. 

.Mr.  Rowley  was  married  at  Sugar  Grove,  Kane 
County,  111..  November  1,  184*,  to  Miss  Jane  A., 
daughter  of  Isaac  and  Abigail  (Tew)  Sanford. 
TIjc  [)arents  of  Mrs.  Powley  were  natives  of  Massa- 
chusetts, whence  they  emigrated  to  Marshalltown, 
Iowa,  and  tiled,  the  mother  in  1870,  and  Mr.  San- 
ford in  187,').  .Mis.  Rowley  was  born  in  Savoy, 
Berkshire  County,  Mass.,  August  2."!,  1824.  After 
their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rowley  settled  at  the 
present  iioinestead,  whicli  Mrs.  Rowley  b.as  man- 
aged witli  rare  good  judgment  since  her  husband's 
death.  Tiie  farm  comprises  one  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  of  fertile  land  emliellished  with  good 
improvements.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rowley  identified 
themselves  witii    the  Methodist  F^piscopal  Church 
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many  years  ago,  in  the  faith  of  which  Mr.  Rowley 
died,  and  with  wliich  the  widow  still  remains  con- 
nected. 

There  was  born  of  their  union  a  famil3'  of  seven 
eiiildren,  the  eldest  of  whom,  Adelbert  C,  married 
Miss  Sarah  B.  Phillips,  and  is  a  resident  of  Kane 
County;  Mary  E.  is  the  wife  of  John  Mitchell,  and 
they  live  in  Chicago;  George  died  when  ft)urteen 
months  okl;  Fred  E.  was  first  married  to  Henrietta 
Peck,  who  died,  and  he  then  wedded  her  I'ousin 
.loscphinc.  He  lives  in  Livingston  County;  Alice 
S.  is  the  wife  of  .lerome  Paddock,  of  Homer  Town- 
ship; Jane  S.  died  .lanuary  8,  1S74.  when  nn  inter- 
esting young]  lady  of  nineteen  years;  Fiank  A. 
nrirried  Miss  Helen  E.  Savage,  and  occuiiies  him- 
self at,  farming  in  Homer  Township.  Mrs.  Row- 
ley hns  a  pleasant  home  and  an  intelligent  family, 
and  is  a  hidy  held  in  high  esteem  in  the  c<immu- 
nily. 


\l7  0HN  F.  DAGGETT,  M.  i^.  The  reputation 
of  this  gentleman  as  a  well-read  and  success 
fnl  physician  and  surgeon,  is  not  contined  to 
Joliet,  where  he  now  makes  his  h<.)me,  liut 
reaches  far  beyimd  tliis  city.  I<\ir  nearly  half  a 
c(^ntury  he  held  the  I'ust  place  in  the  ranks  of  the 
profession  in  ami  abcuit'  LockjKirt.  He  is  justly 
regarded  as  one  of  the  ablest  general  practitioners 
in  this  section  of  liie  State,  wiiile  as  a  surgeon  h.e 
iia.s  high  repute,  his  skill  and  good  judgment  justly 
placing  him  among  the  leaders  in  oi)erative  and 
highlj'  successful  surgery.  Beginning  his  meilical 
career  with  a  linr  theoretical  knowledge,  he  has  been 
studious,  discriminating,  and  desirous  (jf  adding  to 
his  store  bf  learning  all  that,  modern  investigation 
has  to  enrich  the  lields  of  therapeutical  scienci'. 

Dr.  Daggett  was  born  in  Cliarloltc,  N't.,  Fcbruaiy 
19,  18ir>,  and  l)egan  his  life's  labors  as  a  teacher  at 
the  early  age  of  sixteen  years.  Aftei-  (■ontinuing 
pedagogical  work  three  years  he  entered  the  Med- 
ical School  at  Woodstock.  \'t.,  and  subsequently  one 
at  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  being  graduated  from  the  former 
in  1837.  One  year  later  he  came  West,  and  .Sep- 
tember 10,  18.'i8,  opened  an  ollice  in  Lock|)ort,  111., 
where   lie  continued  to   reside  until  li-i8(i,  when  he 


took  up  his  abode  in  Joliet.  During  this  period  of 
l)ractically  half  a  century  (1838  to  1886),  lie  was 
continuously  and  laboriously  engaged  in  the  active 
[iractice  of  his  [uofession.  In  the  earl3'  days  when 
the  now  thickly  settled  region  had  only  a  scattered 
[jopulation,  and  the  now  populous  city  of  Joliet 
had  l)ut  a  few  hundred  people,  his  professional  ride 
extended  in  a  circle  to  Naperville,  Summit.  Blue 
Island  and  Jloiiee,  and  he  was  often  called  in  con- 
sultation with  physicians  of  these  towns  and  of 
Joliet,  Wilmington,  Plainfleld  and  Lemont. 

Dr.  Daggett  has  for  many  years  been  a  member 
of  townslii|).  county  and  State  medical  societies. 
He  has  alw.ays  been  prominent  in  the  development 
and  management  of  the  local  affairs  of  Lockport, 
has  been  Sujiervisor  of  the  town,  in  the  County 
Board.  Treasurer  tif  the  School  Board,  and  member 
and  President  of  the  \'illago  Board  of  Trustees. 
He  was  always  conservative  but  liberal  in  the  vari- 
ous official  positions  which  be  occupied,  performing 
his  manifold  duties  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  peo- 
ple he  represented.  The  citizens  of  the  Senatorial 
District  in  which  Dr.  Daggett  lives  (which  at  that 
date, 1871,  consisted  of  the  counties  of  Will,  Kanka- 
kee, Kendall  and  Grundy,  by  far  the  most  populous 
se!!atorial  district  in  the  State)  recognized  his  cul- 
,  ture  <.)f  mind,  excellent  judgment  and  deep  interest 
in  all  that  is  elevating  and  progressive,  and  felt 
that  their  interests  would  be  advanced  by  him  in 
the  legislative  halls  of  the  State.  They  therefore 
sent  him  to  the  Senate,  and  the  result  proved  that 
they  were  mit  wrong  in  their  estimate  of  his  worth. 
He  was  a  zealous,  ellicient  member,  whose  record 
in  the  cajiital  a<ldcd  to  the  laurels  he  had  already 
Won  as  !i  member  (jf  a  leainecl  profession.  1!_\'  pru- 
dence ln'  lias  amasst'i]  a  goodly  sum  and  now  owns 
v.aluable  real  csL.ate  in  both  Lockjiort  and  Joliet. 
Ill  1842  the  rites  of  wedlock  were  celebrated  be- 
tween Dr.  Daggett  and  Miss  Angeline  Talcott,  a  na- 
tive of  New  York  and  a  member  of  a  prominent  pio- 
neer family  that  came  to  Illinois  in  1834.  She  was  a 
sister  of  Edward  B.  Talcott,  the  well-known  civil 
engineer  who  smiervised  the  construction  of  the 
Illinois  &  Michigan  Canal,  and  who  later  was  Su- 
perintendent of  the  Chicago  &  Galena  Railroad; 
also  sister  of  Mancel  Talcott,  of  reputable  memory 
in  Chicago  as  a  prominent  business  man  and  lib- 
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c'lal  pliilantliropist — all  now  ilcad.  After  a  sliort 
liut  happy  iiian-ied  life  Mis.  Daggell  closed  her 
C3es  in  death  in  18-11.  A  second  nialriinonial  al- 
liance was  made  by  the  doctor  in  1 840,  the  lady 
whom  he  choSe  for  his  companion  heing  Mis.s  C'le- 
ora  Parsons,  of  the  Kmi)ire  State.  'I'his  estiinahle 
woman  had  borne  him  five  children,  of  whom  but 
two  are  now  livinu'.  Mrs.  Hugo  P>oehnie,  of  Joliet, 
and  Mrs.  Col.  U.  ('•.  Mayo,  of  Woodbridge,  Orange 
Count}'.  Kla.,  and  in  her  care  and  management  of 
the  household  economy  had  shown  her  devotion  to 
home  duties,  wliile  not  neglecting  those  slie  owed 
to  neighbors  and  the  world,  when  from  a  pulmon- 
ary disease  she  gradually  declined  for  two  years, 
then,  lamented  by  all  who  [lersonally  knew  her.  she 
departed  this  life  June  1,  1  ss:). 

In  the  evening  of  life  1)|-.  Daggett  enjoys  the 
respect  that  accrues  to  honesty  of  [nirpose  and 
uprightness  of  life.  Well  supplic.l  with  worldly 
goods,  serene  in  llie  consciousness  of  duties  ilone, 
he  is  going  p.'arefidly  down  tlie  hill  of  time.  He 
has  alwa\s  been  a  linn  su|)|iortcr  of  religion  and  a 
liber.al  contributor  to  the  buildiuL;.  support  and 
maintenani-e  of  churches  of  all  denominations  in 
L(jckport.  and  is  likewise  a  liberal  and  cheerful 
snp|iorter  of  the  common  and  high  scliools  of  the 
town.  For  tlie  years  of  l.s,s,s-«',(  lu-  was  President 
of  the  "Pioneei-  Association"  of  ihe  old  settlers  of 
Will  Coiuily,  and  by  his  efforts  diil  much  in  add- 
ing to  the  effects  and  the  inleresling  histoiy  of  the 
earl}'  residents  of  the  county,  linl  few  of  his 
earl}'  associates  in  Imsiness  ami  profi'»ional  circle- 
are  now  livint;. 


AMUEl.  1,()\'K.  .loliet  Township  is  the 
home  of  the  above-named  gentleman  who 
(l\/B)  lives  on  section  25,  his  farm  inclmling  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  this  Township 
and  twenty  acres  adjoining.  Since  settling  hei-e  lie 
lias  given  liis  tittenlion  entirely  to  agriculture,  in 
which  he  is  winning  the  success  which  ever  waits 
upon  industrious  efforts.  He  was  born  in  County 
('avan,  Ireland,  in    1822,  and  grew  to  manhood  in 


his  native  country.  Upon  coming  to  America  he 
made  his  home  in  New  York  for  several  ^ears,  be- 
coming a  resident  of  this  county  in  the  fall  of  18.')6. 
lie  was  a  contractor  and  builder  and  followed  his 
trade  in  .Toliet  some  twelve  or  thirteen  years.  He 
tlien  married  and  settled  upon  the  farm  which  has 
since  been  his  home. 

Tlie  wife  of  Mr.  Love  is  a  daughter  of  the  late 
John  Cooper,  of  New  Lenox,  and  bears  the  name 
of  Kli/.abetli  I).  She  has  borne  her  husband  five 
children — lohn  \V.  C,  Samuel  K.,  Hatlie  J.,  Mary 
E.  and  Annie  M.  J.  Mr.  Love  has  been  Highway 
Commissioner  and  School  Director.  In  |iolitics  he 
is  a  I!ep\iblican.  He  and  his  worthy  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  l^piscopal  Church. 


aBKL  I'.LISS,  .h;.  One  of  the  finest  farms 
in  New  Len(]X  Townsliip  is  that  owned  and 
occupii'd  by  tlie  gentU-man  with  whose 
name  we  introduce  this  sketch.  As  an  agriculturist, 
he  is  lliorougli  and  skillful,  and  as  a  business  man 
shrewd  ami  entci'prising,  wise  in  his  investments 
and  possosinii  the  ent.'1'gy  which  admits  no  such 
word  as  ••fail."  His  dwelling  is  one  of  the  lines! 
in  that  seclii^n,  and  is  llankeil  b}'  a  good  barn  and 
:dl  the  necessary  outbuildings  erected  in  modern 
style  of  aicliileclinc  and  pioviding  all  the  comforts 
and  convenit'iices  of  modern  life.  The  whole  forms 
one  of  the  most  attractive  lunnes  in  \Vill  Coiuity. 
The  proprietoi-  is  a  man  widely  and  f.avorably 
known,  and  comes  of  one  (if  the  best  families  of 
Northern  Illinois. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  at  the  home- 
stead where  he  now  lives  .Vugust  8.  IH.'i;;.  His 
father.  Abel  I'.liss.  Si-.,  was  a  native  of  \\'ilbraham, 
Mass..  .-ind  was  born  Februaiy  '.»,  1810.  The  mother 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Lucimla  l'.l;ike.  .She  also 
w.-is  a  natixc  of  the  Bay  State  and  born  in  S|)ring- 
lirhi.  Octobei-  I  t.  181(5.  The  parents  were  nuirried 
in  .spiinglield  ^lay  6,  1840.  and  at  once  started  for 
Illinois,  coming  to  this  county  and  settling  on  sec- 
lion  18.  New  Lenox  Township.  Tliere  the  father 
gave  liis  undivided   attention  to  agricultural    pur- 


710 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOORAPIIICAL  ALBUM. 


suits  and  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age,  being  called  hence 
Deceml-er  20,  1883.  lie  had  visited  Will  County 
first  in  1837. 

The  father  of  our  suhji-et  possessed  the  unflag- 
ging industry  and  [latienee  which  is  necessary  to 
success,  and  became  the  owner  of  five  hundred 
acres  of  land  in  New  Lenox  Township,  lie  erected 
a  neat  and  substantial  set  of  farm  buildings  and 
surrounded  himself  and  liis  family  with  all  the 
comforts  of  life,  lie  was  an  active  member  of  tlic 
IMethodist  t'liurch  in  wliirh  he  held  the  various 
offices.  an<l  in  p(jlitics  was  a  Republican  and  was  one 
of  llic  first  Abolitionists  in  this  section.  The 
mother  is  still  living,  remaining  at  the  old  homc- 
ste-ul  with  her  son,  Abel.  To  herself  and  husband 
there  was  born  a  family  of  seven  children,  of  whom 
Abel  was  next  to  the  youngest. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  remained  with  his 
parents  during  his  boyhood  and  youth,  pursuing 
his  first  studies  in  the  common  school  and  later 
attending  for  two  years  the  High  School  at  Engle- 
w<:iod.  Afterward  he  became  a  student  of  the  Illi- 
nois University  at  C'hamiiaign.  His  tastes  and 
inclinations  led  him  to  desire  to  bec(_ime  a  t'ivil 
Engineer,  but  on  account  of  his  father's  accumu- 
lated }-ears  and  liy  his  wish,  lie  abandoneil  the  pvu- 
ject,  and  after  his  school  life  was  over,  returned  to 
tlie  farm  where  he  has  since  followcil  agricultural 
[lursuits. 

After  the  death  of  his  father  Mr,  Bliss  began 
operating  a  iiart  of  the  large  f;irni.  lie  is  now  the 
owner  of  three  hundred  anil  forty  acres  of  land  in 
New  Lenox  Townshii);  besides  this  he  owns  a  large 
ranch  of  nine  hun<lred  and  sixty  acres  in  Gage 
County,  Neb.  He  was  married  in  this  township 
February  21,  1877,  to  Miss  Nettie,  daughter  of 
Stanton  and  Isabella  (Doig)  Lynk.  Mr.  Lynk  is 
represented  on  another  page  of  this  Ai.nuM.  Mrs. 
Bliss  was  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  six  children, 
three  sons  and  three  daughters,  and  was  born  in 
New  Lenox  Township,  September  25,  1857.  Of 
her  union  with  our  subject  there  h.as  been  born 
one  child  only,  a  daughter,  Florence  I.,  August  22, 
1882.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bliss  nw  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  IMethodist  Kpiscopal  Church,  in 
which  Mr.  Bliss  has  officiated  as  .Steward  and  Trus- 
tee.    He  votes  the  straight  Republican  ticket  and 


has  held  the  office  of  Township  Collector  and  School 
Trustee.  He  is  Trustee  of  the  Methodist  Camp 
(i round  Assc)ciation,  and  Seeretar}'  of  the  New 
Lenox  Mutual  Insurance  Company. 

^^— >  K0R(;E  L.  FRANCIS.  This  gentleman  is 
ill  (— -,  the  owner  and  occupant  of  a  fine  farm  of 
^\;^(  three  hundred  and  five  acres  on  sections  10 
and  16,  in  New  Lenox  Township.  He  is  the  tenth 
in  a  family  of  eleven  children  and  was  born  on  his 
father's  homestead  October  5,  1856.  He  g'-ew  to 
manhood  amid  the  usual  surroundings  of  a  farmer'? 
son,  receiving  his  education  in  the  common  schools 
and  the  high  school  at  Englewood.  His  tastes  led 
him  toado|it  fanning  as  his  life  work  and  the  town- 
slii[)  in  which  he  was  born  has  hoeii  his  continuous 
home. 

On  June  21.  1877,  Mr.  Francis  was  uniteil  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Anna,  daughter  of  Thom,as 
Doig,  of  the  same  township.  The  family  history 
of  Mrs.  Francis  will  be  found  in  liie  sketch  of  her 
father,  on  another  [lage  in  this  Ai.r.UM.  She  was 
born  October  20,  1856,  and  like  her  husband  has 
been  a  life-long  resident  of  New  Lenox  Townshii). 
Tiie  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  three 
children— Frank  D.,  Laura  1).  and  George  II. 
Laura  died  when  sixteen  months  old.  Both  Mr. 
aixl  Mrs.  Francis  belong  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Mr.  Francis  is  serving  in  the  capacity  of 
School  Trustee. 


CHARLES  FRANCIS.  This  gentleman  has 
been  a  life-long  resident  of  New  Lenox 
^ .  Townshii)  and  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits from  his  youth.  He  owns  about  three  hundred 
acres  of  laud  on  which  are  adeciuato  improvements. 
His  natal  day  was  August  17,  1847,  and  on  his  fa- 
ther's farm  he  grew  to  manhood.  His  early  edu- 
cation was  obtained  in  the  common  schools  of  the 
township  and  supi)lemented   by  an    attendance  in 
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Juliet.      Ho  ix'iiiaiiu'il  uiiiliT  llie  i);iii"iit:il  roof  until  piactici'  of  his  profussinii    in  JIvt/..  Als:u't'.    l'"i-!UR'e, 

liis  luai-riage,  wliicli  took  place  at  llie  liriilc':-  home,  iii«w   a  rroxiiice  of  (icrniaMy.    He  went  to  China  in 

Feliiiiary  .">.  1872.  184.').  on  the  French  warship  '-(irantl  Napoleon,"  on 

The  chosen  companion  of  Mr.  I'"rancis  was  known  which  he  afterward    embarked   for  the  Crimea,  bc- 

in  her  maidenliood  as  Mary  Iv  Haven.  ;iiid  is  also  a  |    coniinj;  a  sur<;con    in  the  Second   Division,  Second 

nalivi'  of  New  Lenox  'I'ownsliip.  in  which  she    was  Corps,  and  serving   liiroiighoiit    the  Crimean  War. 

born  March  L'2.  IS.Jl.     She   is    a    danuhler    of   the  He    was   with     Carl  Robert,   (Jen.  Baelhrs-^eh    and 

Hon.  Dwight  Haven,  whose  biography  occupies  an-  Cien.  .McMalion  ir.  Africa,  followingthe  destinies  of 

other  pafifc  in  this  Ari-.iM.      Her  education  was  ob-  i    the  army  dnrint,'    the  entire  struggle,  meeting  with 

tained  in  the  schools  of   the  township,  and  those  of  :    experiences  such  as  few   men    participate  in  or  wit- 

Ihc  city  of  Chicago.     She   has   borne    her   husband  ness.      When  lie   detc'rmined   to  seek  a  home  in  the 

seven    children,  all  living  excepting  tlie  lirst  l)orn,  new  world,  he  did  not  le.-ue  behind  him  the  excite- 

Hattie,  who  died  at  the  age  of    eight   years.     The  ing    and     interesting    scenes,  but    after    reaching 

survivors  are  named  respectiveU',  Charles  H..  Alicia  America  lie  still   carried  on   his  b)rmer  manner  of 

JI.,  Helen  . I.,  Walter  K.,  Maggie  I...  and  Fred.     .Mr.  life.      Landing  in    New    Yuvk    in    LS.V.I.  he   went  to 

antl  Mrs.  Francis  belong  to  the  Methodist  F.piscoiial  iioston,   where   he   worked    in  a  drug  store   for  a 

Church  and  he  has  lieen  Su|)erintendent  of  the  New  lime,  but  we  soon  find  liim  again  in  the  metropolis 

Lenox  Sunday-school  for  several    years.      His     [lo-  whence  be  went  lo  l'liiladel|iliia  nnd  eiilistetl  in  the 

litical  adherence  is    given  to  the  i;e|inblican  [larly.  luiou  Army.     .loiiiing  the  I'jghteeuth  Pennsylva- 
nia iiegiment.  his  name  was  attached  to  tlu'  muster 

!5>._._,j)^    ,  _>-5     .„.    _.^^  I    roll  of  C(.)mpany  IJ.. which  was  conii)OSed  of  l''rencli- 

■"     '     "'         "''  men.    'I'hey  were  with  Ellsworth  at  Alexandria  and 

fought  in  the  lirst  battle  of  Hull  Run. 

DK.  CAUL  ^L    I'.AFUCHFCK.     The   lives    of  His    medical    knowledge   becoming    known.   Dr. 

man\-   men    are    humdrum    and    uneventful.  ,    ISaercheck     became    Hospital    Steward      and    .after 

only    marked    by    a   steady    puriujse   and    n  I    lujlding  the  position  six  months,  went  to  I'iltsburg. 

ipiict  performance  of  the  daily  duties,  while  around  where  hi'  intended    practicing   his    profession.      He 

some  romance    loves   to   linger,  and  in    their    lives  '    soon  entered  the   I'rovosl    .NLirshal's  ollico  in   that 

interesting  or  unusual    events  are    common.      The  cil\ .  ami  again  became   an  arm}'  surgeon,  laboring 

subject  of  this  biographical  notice,  who   has   been  as  such  three  years.     Among  his  patients  now  are 

engaged  in  the  prneticc  of   medicine   in   .loliet    for  many  whom  he  treated  in  tlio  array,  together  with 

about  a  qinirter  of  a  century,  is  one    whose   life  has  their     friends.      While    |)erforuiing  the   hazardous 

been  marked  with  a  more  than  the  usual  amount  of  <luties  which   dev<jlved  upon  him,  he  received  two 

romance.      Even  his  descent   is  unusual,  his  father,  wounds,  the  ona   at  City    Point,  and    the    other  at 

for     whom  be    is   named,    having    be(m     a    native  ( J ettysburg,  at  the  latter  place  a  ball  passed  through 

of    France,    his    grandfather    of   Poland,    and    his  his  arm. 

mother.    Anna  JIatinas,    a   native   of  San  Taudair.  After    the   war    Dr.    I!aerclieck    came   to   -loliet, 

S|)ain.     He  is    the  eldest  of  sixteen  childien    born  where  he  has  since    pr.-u-tii'cd.      He   is  a   specialist, 

tolas  mother,  while  his  father's  second    wife  bore  devoting  his  attention  to  i:hronic    cases,  and  in  the 

six  children ;  he  is  the  only   one  of  the  family   in  discharge  of  his  extensive  practice  shii)S  prescrip- 

America,  whither  he  came  in  185',).  I    tions  and  medicine  to  \arious  parts  of  the  country. 

Dr.  Baercheck  was  born  in  Loraine.  France,  Feb-  |    where  his  reputation  as  a  physician    is  well  known, 

ruary  6,  1818,  and  at   the  age  of  seventeen  ye.ars  He  has  met  with  some  misfortunes  since  coining  here 

he  ran  away  from  home  in  compiiny  with  a  brother  having  been  burned   out   in     1878.     He    is    lr\dy 

and   four    companions.     He    studied    medicine    in  cosmopolitan  in  his  feelings,  having  gleanccl  an  ex- 

Pari.s  and  in  the  University  at  Hohii.  on  the  Rhine,  tended  knowledge  from    his    travels,    which    have 

and  also  in   Switzerland.     In    1842    he   began    the  enibraccd  South  America,  Europe.  Asia.  Africa  aufl 
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Australia.  lie  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  tlie 
Republican  party.  For  lliose  who  enjoy  the  ac- 
count of  adventures  and  a  traveler's  observations, 
Dr.  Baereheek  proves  an  extremely  entertaining 
coni[)anion,  when  once  he  begins  to  speak  concern- 
ing his  past  life.  He  is  well  known  in  Joliet,  where 
he  is  regarded  with  respect  for  his  intelligence  and 
professional  attainments,  his  gentlemanly  nature 
and  honorable  character. 

In  Switzorhind,  in  1.S1S,  Dr.  Baercheck  was 
unilcd  in  marriage  with  Miss  Helena  Haines,  who 
sliared  his  fortnnes  until  July,  1874,  when  she  was 
called  hence.  Six  chiUlren  were  born  to  her,  three 
of  whom  are  yet  living.  In  1870  the  Doctor  con- 
tracted a  secon<l  matrimonial  alliance,  his  com- 
panion being  INIiss  Jennie  Atkins,  a  lady  of 
English  descent,  who  has  borne  him  nine  children, 
onl}'  three  of  whom  are  living. 

A  portrait  of  Dr.  Baercheck  accompanies  this 
brief  l)iogi'aiihical  review. 

.„'lg3(* E-^--^  1- ■ ^'^■- 


,i\  >1LLIAMII.  1>ANFKAR.  xVniong  tlie  i)rom 
''  inent  farmers  of  Homer  Township,  may 
be  properly  mentioned  the  subject  of  this 
notice  who  has  unquestionably'  been  a  success,  not 
only  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil,  but  as  a  member  of  a 
fiinmniuity  mine  than  ordinarily  intelligent.  We 
Hnd  him  conjfortabli'  situated  on  section  29,  the 
possessor  of  a  well-regulated  farm  which  he  has 
imiiroved  with  goi.id  buildings  and  where  ln>  has 
not  onl\  surrounded  himself  and  his  faunly  with 
the  comforts  of  life,  but  laid  up  something  for 
future  needs.  He  is  numbered  among  the  most 
highly  I'espi'i-led  men  (if  the  township  in  whose 
material  welfare  he  has  always  evinced  a  warm  in- 
terest. He  has  served  as  a  Higliwa}'  Commissioner 
and  School  Direct(jr,  and  given  his  uuijiialilied  sup- 
port to  the  Republican  i)arty.  The  Baptist  Church 
has  rccoguiy.ed  iii  him  for  many  years  one  of  its 
most  active  and  useful  members. 

The  sixth  in  a  fanjil}-  of  ten  children,  Mi.  Lan- 
fear  was  born  December  25,  IS.'JO,  at  Sempronius. 
Cayuga  Ct)iinty,  N.  Y.,  and  when  a  boy  of  live 
years   came   with  his  parents  to   this  county,  they 


settling  in  Homer  Township  where  be  was  reared 
to  man's  estate.  He  acquired  such  education  as 
was  afforded  by  the  common  schools,  and  at  tin 
early  age  learned  the  various  arts  of  farming 
choosing  these  for  his  life  vocation.  Shortly  after 
reaching  his  majority  he  was  married  February  25, 
1852,  at  the  bride's  home  in  Homer  Township,  to 
Miss  Emily  M.,  daughter  of  the  well-known  late 
Deacon  Levi  Savage,  mention  of  whom  is  made  in 
the  sketch  of  Amos  Savage,  elsewhere  in  this  vol- 
ume. After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lanfcar 
settled  on  his  present  farm  and  as  j-ears  have  passed 
they  have  taken  their  place  among  its  best  people. 
Earl\'  in  life  they  identified  themselves  with  the 
Baptist  Church  and  have  sought  to  do  good  as 
they  have  opportunity,  rearing  their  children  in 
the  way  they  should  go  and  proffering  uniform 
kindness  to  their  neighbors. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Asa  Lanfcar,  who 
was  liorii  in  Mayfield,  Montgomeiy  Count3',  N.  Y., 
in  17'.i;i.  The  mother  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Olive  liurgess,  and  was  a  native  of  the  same  place 
as  her  husband  and  born  in  17'.I7.  After  marriage 
they  continued  to  reside  in  i\Iayfield  for  a  time, 
then  removed  to  Sempronius  where  they  lived 
until  1835.  That  year  the}'  emigrated  to  Illinois 
and  the  father  secured  a  farm  on  section  29,  Homer 
Townshiii,  where  he  and  his  good  wife  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  days.  Mr.  Lanfear  was  called 
hence  June  2.">.  1871.  The  mother  survived  her 
husband  a  number  of  years,  hei  death  taking  place 
June  15.  1883.  Nine  of  the  ten  children  born  to 
them  lived  to  mature  years  and  eight  are  now  liv- 
ing, being  located  mostly  in  this  counly. 

]Mrs.  Lanfear  was  born  July  24,  1830,  in  Gran- 
ville, Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a  mere 
child  when  her  parents  came  to  Illinois.  She  was 
trained  by  a  careful  mother  to  all  useful  household 
duties  and  was  well  fitted  to  become  the  partner  of 
a  good  man's  home.  Of  her  union  with  our  sub 
ject  there  have  been  born  seven  children,  of  whom 
but  three  are  living.  The  eldest,  Mary  A.,  is  the 
wife  of  Joseph  Brown,  and  they  live  in  New  Le- 
nox Township;  Albert  II.,  married  ]\Iiss  Minnie  L. 
Fisher,  and  occupies  himself  at  farming  with  his 
father;  Nettie  E..  remains  at  home  with  her  |mrents. 
'ri>e  (lecefiscd  children  are  Asa  W.,  who  died  when 
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.sixtfon  yt-'urs  olil ;  lila  .M..\vh(i(lioil  at  llie  age  of  three 
and  one  lialf-yeais;  C'liailes  E.,  ulio  died  when  an 
infant  of  eiL;ht  months,  and  Willie  H..  who  dieil 
when  about  two  years  old.  The  farm  of  Mr.  Lanfear 
comprises  two  hundred  and  thirty-four  acres,  the 
larger  part  of  which  is  dc\-oted  to  general  ranning 
and  the  remaiiidir  furnishes  aui[ile  fai-ilities  for  the 
accommodation  of   li\e  stock. 


rcg 


AY  GORDON.  A  good  reiueseutative  of 
the  younger  element  of  citizciijhip  in  Du- 
Page  Township,  is  found  in  the  person  of 
Ja}'  (iordon,  who  resides  with  his  mother 
on  section  10.  and  owns  a  half  interest  in  one 
hundred  and  ninety  acres  of  land  in  the  townsliip. 
He  is  meeting  with  success  in  the  agricultural  work 
to  whicli  he  is  giving  his  attention,  as  lie  formerly 
(lid  in  the  field  of  pedagogy,  in  which  he  labored 
several  winters. 

The  ancestors  of  our  sulijecl  are  supposed  to 
have  been  English,  and  his  [larcuts  were  born  in 
the  Empire  Stale.  David  and  'I'lypliciia  (ISeebe) 
(Jordon,  removeil  to  Will  C'ouuly.  111.,  in  ls.').'i. 
when  he  of  whom  wi-  write  was  but  a  few  weeks 
old.  They  located  iii  the  western  part  of  DuPage 
Township,  on  section  ID,  on  land  that  was  some- 
what improved  a  few  acres  having  Ijcen  plowed, 
and  in  ail  old  fiaiue  house  they  look  ii()  their 
abode,  resi<Hng  there  about  two  years,  'riien  they 
removed  to  the  farm  that  is  now  occu|iied  In  the 
widow  and  son,  and  where  the  father  died  .luly  23, 
1 880. 

'J'he  means  possessed  by  ])avi(]  (iordon  when  he 
came  to  this  section  were  liiniteil,  and  he  and  his 
family  endured  some  of  the  privations  incidental 
to  pioneer  life,  i)Ul  all  was  borue  iinconiphiin- 
ingly  by  the  sturdy  man  and  wife,  who  felt  that 
the  future  held  comfort  for  llicin  and  tlieir  off- 
spring. Mr.  Gordon  was  a  citizen  who  could  be 
relied  on  to  bear  a  hand  in  whatever  promised  to 
advance  the  interests  of  the  region,  or  aid  those 
about  him  to  greater  ease  and  prosperity.  He 
voteil  tlie  Republican  ticket.  He  was  fairly  suc- 
cessful in  a  worldly  sense,  leaving  an  estate  of  one 


hundred  acres  of  uniiicuinbered  laud  as  the  result 
of  his  life's  work. 

The  widow  of  David  Gordon  and  mother  of 
our  subject  is  now  in  her  si.Kty-ninth  year,  and 
enjoys  good  health  for  one  of  that  age.  She  has 
four  sons,  namely:  Emory,  who  lives  in  Hamilton 
County,  Iow!i;Jay,  our  subject;  Frank,  residing  in 
Hamilton  County, Iowa;  and  Eugene,  who  was  mar- 
ried February  22,  1882,  to  Miss  Alvina  Scars,  of 
this  township,  and  has  three  children,  named, 
Nettie,  David  and  (Jeorgc;  ho  lives  with  his 
mother  and  brother  .lay  on  the  homestead.  Mrs. 
Gordon  is  one  of  the  oldest  living  pioneers  of  the 
township  and  is  cherished  by  the  older  inhabitants, 
also  having  many  friends  among  the  younger  peo- 
ple. 

.lay  Gordon  was  born  in.IelTerson  County,  N.  Y., 
.May  8,  185.'),  but  was  reared  in  this  county  amid 
the  scenes  of  pioneer  life.  He  was  educated  in  the 
pulilic  schools  of  the  couiit_\,  after  which  he  at- 
teiiiled  the  Nortiiwestcrn  College,  at  Naiiervillc, 
DuPage  County,  for  six  months.  Sidjse(iuentl',' 
the  young  man  cngagnl  in  tcai  liing.  .actiii''-  as  an 
instructor  during  thirteen  fall  and  winter  terms  of 
school  and  during  the  summers  devoting  his  atten- 
tion iiKJstly  to  faruiiiig.  He  is  a  Repiililican,  and 
on  the  p.arty  ticket  was  elected  Clerk  of  DuPage 
Township,  in  18SI,  ollicialing  a  year.  His  charac- 
ter is  a  manly  and  uiiright  one.  his  manners  are 
pleasing,  and  he  has  many  friends  who  look  for- 
waiil  to  seeing  him  oe-cupy  a  ycl  more  prominent 
pl;ice  in   the  county  as   \'ears  roll  by. 


D.ANIKI.  lURKETT  is  eminently  a  self-m,ade 
man,  and  is  a  tine  type  of  the  cLlss  wlio,  in 
building  u[)  their  own  fortunes  have  been 
important  factors  in  securing  the  prosperity-  and 
[)romoting  the  growth  of  their  State,  county  ami 
township.  This  gentleman  came  to  this  county 
more  than  half  a  century  ago,  a  poor  man  with 
scarcely  a  dollar  that  he  could  call  his  own,  yet  to- 
day he  is  numbereil  among  the  men  of  wealth  in 
this  part  of  the   Stat<'.     l'"or    many   years   he  has 
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been  extensively  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
and  owns  one  of  llie  largest  and  most  valuable 
farms  in  this  rountw  which  is  exceittionally  well 
improved  and  under  perfect  management.  Besides 
this  he  ovvns  several  other  farms.  His  beautiful 
home  in  riainlield,  ime  of  the  finest  residences  in 
the  vilhige.  is  Oiled  up  with  all  mo<lern  conve- 
niences, and  is  comfortably  furnished. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  England,  born  in  the 
County  of  Cumljerland,  December  21,  1811.  His 
fatlier  and  his  grandfather  both  named  like  himself, 
were  also  natives  of  that  county.  His  grandfather 
was  a  farmer  and  landowner  and  lived  to  be  up- 
wards of  ninety  years  old.  The  father  of  our  sub- 
ject was  rearcil  and  married  in  the  place  of  his 
nativity,  and  tliere  carried  on  the  occupation  of  a 
farmer  and  spent  his  entire  life,  bis  remains  now 
1\  ing  in  Ireby  Cluirchyaicl.  The  luaiden  name  of 
his  wife  was  Jane  Railton.aml  slie  was  also  a  native 
of  Cunjberland  County,  llci'  father.  Joseph  Rail- 
ton,  was  a  tiller  of  the  soil,  and  sjient  his  entire 
life  in  tJKit  County.  Tlie  mother  of  onr  subject 
died  in  llie  phice  of  her  birth.  She  and  her  hus- 
l)!ind  reared  seven  chihlien.as  follows:  .John  .bjseph, 
Mary.  .lane.  William.  I)auiel.  and  Ann,  onr  subject 
being  the  only  (.ine  of  the  sons  who  ever  came  to 
this  country. 

lie  was  reared  and  married  and  remained  in  his 
lOnglish  liiime  until  IS^i.J.  lie  was  of  an  ambitious, 
venturous  tuiii  of  mind  and  resc^lved  to  try  his 
fortunes  in  the  liiitrd  States  i.if  America,  and  in 
that  year  set  sail  from  Liverpool  in  the  month  of 
.lanuary,  on  the  good  ship  "St.  jjawrence."  and  on 
the  Gth  of  i\hxrch  disembarked  at  New  York,  after 
a  voyage  of  six  weeks  and  four  days.  He  was  ac- 
companied to  this  country  by  his  wife,  and  they 
stayed  in  New  York  City  nearly  two  years  before 
coming  to  Illinois,  making  the  journey  hither  by 
tlie  Hudson  Ri\er  ami  Krie  t'anal  to  Buffalo,  and 
tlience  b}'  lake  to  Chicago,  which  they  then  found 
to  be  a  siuall  i)lace.  At  that  time  our  subject  was 
very  poor  and  was  glad  to  lind  employment  on  the 
canal  which  was  then  in  process  of  construction. 
Mrs.  Birkett  proved  herself  to  be  a  true  hel|)mate, 
and  shouldering  a  part  (jf  the  burden  of  support 
of  the  family,  she  boarded  forty  of  the  workmen. 
jMr,  Birkett  Iniilt  an  oven  of  .--toiii'  and  clay  for  liev 


to  cook  by,  as  when  they  commenced  housekeeping 
they  had  no  furniture.  He  bored  holes  in  a  log  of 
their  cabin  and  inserted  poles  to  make  a  bedstead, 
using  their  chest  for  a  table  and  boxes  for  seats.  Mr. 
Birkett  worked  on  the  canal  for  one  season  and  then 
located  on  land  in  Cook  County,  living  there  until 
LS3'.i.  when  he  came  to  Will  Count3\  This  was 
then  very  sparsely  settled,  the  land  was  in  the 
han<ls  of  the  Government  and  for  sale  at  $1.25  per 
acre.  I  )ecr,  wolves,  and  other  wihl  animals  were 
roaming  at  will  over  the  wild  prairies  and  were 
often  troublesome  to  the  new  settlers.  At  that 
time  there  were  no  railways  in  the  State  and  Chi- 
cago was  the  nearest  market,  to  which  the  pioneers 
took  their  grain  with  ox  teams.  Mr.  Birkett  rented 
land  two  or  three  years,  an<l  then  purchased  one 
hundred  and  twent}'  acres  of  the  Government  in 
what  is  now  Wheatland  T'ownship.  He  Imilt  a  frame 
house  and  broke  a  few  acres  and  then  sold  llie  land 
and  all  his  stock.  He  then  invested  in  another 
trad  of  wild  [irairie  l.md  in  the  same  township,  and 
for  a  year  rented  imj»roye<l  land,  and  during  the 
time  broke  and  fenced  and  built  on  his  own  prop- 
erty, and  then  settled  there.  He  continued  to  live 
on  that  [jlace  until  1856,  when  he  disposed  of  it  at 
an  advance  and  located  on  another  tract  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  wild  land  adjoining 
the  farm  that  he  had  previously  purchased.  He 
erected  suitable  buildings,  improved  the  land  and 
resided  on  it  until  1872,  when  he  sold  the  farm 
and  l)ought  a  place  near  bj'  on  which  he  built  a 
dwelling,  which  he  made  his  home  until  1880.  His 
ni'xt  move  was  to  Aurora,  where  he  bought  land 
and  biull  and  there  dwelt  for  a  few  months,  when 
he  sold  at  a  good  price,  and  returning  to  Wheat- 
land was  there  until  1885,  and  in  that  year  came  to 
his  present  beautiful  home  in  Plainrteld. 

Mr.  Birkett  and  Miss  Ann  Ray  were  united  in 
marriage  June  2,  1834.  She  was  a  native  of  Cum- 
berland County,  England,  born  Ma^-  22,  1815.  Her 
grandfather,  John  Ray,  who  was  of  Scotch  paren- 
tage, was  a  landowner  in  that  county  and  there 
spent  his  entire  life  engaged  in  agricidtural  pur- 
suits. Mrs.  Birkett's  father  was  also  a  farmer,  and 
passed  his  whole  life  on  his  native  soil.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Birkett  have  reared  seven  children,  of  whom 
the  following  are  recorded:    Ann,  married  Thomas 
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King;  [)aniel  R.;  Louisa  M.  inarricil  .luhn  \arloy; 
Elizabeth  Esther  married  Cliarles  X'arley;  Olive  A. 
married  Nicholas  Kanaff;  Lavina  J.,  who  is  the 
widow  of  William  Irwin,  lives  with  her  parents; 
and  Mary  J., who  married  .lay  Ilyland.  The  wedded 
life  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  has  not  pnssed 
without  its  attendant  sorrows  in  tlic  death  of  four 
of  their  children,  as  follows:  Jane  died  at  the  age 
of  two  years;  Henry  R..  when  eight  months  old; 
Mar3-  J.  at  the  age  of  eight  years  and  eight  months  ; 
and  .lohn.  aged  six  weeks. 

INIr.  Birkett  is  a  man  of  strong  character,  self 
reliant  and  self  helpful,  and  has  always  managed 
his  affairs  in  a  thoroughly  business-like  manner, 
evincing  remarkable  iliscernment  and  discretion. 
With  the  wealth  thus  acquired  he  makes  judicious 
use,  Ijcing  liberally  and  charit.ably  disposed  and 
doing  his  share  to  (iromote  all  schemes  for  public 
benefit.  This  venerable  gentleman  and  his  estima- 
ble wife  are  honored  and  respected  not  only  for 
what  they  are.  but  for  what  they  have  done  to  i)ro- 
mote  the  growth  of  the  county  and  establish  its 
material  in-osperity,  and  they  are  well  worth}'  of  a 
place   in  this  1>io(.;i;ai'iii(  ai,  Ai.i;i;m. 

f'OHN  ().  PIEPENJUUNK.  A  high  place 
among  the  farmers,  stock-raisers,  and  dairy- 
men of  the  county  must  be  accorded  the 
'(@/  gentleman  above  named,  who  has  made  a 
fortune  by  hard  labor,  prudent  economy  and  busi- 
ness shrewdness.  He  has  experienced  all  that  is 
known  to  a  poor  man  who  makes  a  settlement  in  a 
new  county,  among  the  disadvantages  under  which 
he  labored  being  that  of  having  to  p.ay  thirty-six 
per  cent,  per  annum  for  the  money  which  he  bor- 
rowed. He  always  managed  to  meet  his  iiayments 
when  due,  and  his  abilit}-  to  make  money  has  been 
clearly  demonstrated.  He  came  to  Crete  Township 
in  1849.  taking  up  his  abode  in  a  small  log  house, 
which  had  not  sufficient  cover  on  it  to  keep  the 
snow  and  chilly  blasts  of  winter  from  entering. 
From  this  small  beginning  has  grown  a  landed  es- 
tate of  more  than  seven  hundred  acres,  a  part  of 
which  is  now  owned  by  the  sons.     A  good  part  of 


the  wealth  of  Mr.  IMejienbrink  was  made  liy  cheese 
and  butter  nuiking,  from  which  he  has  now  some- 
wh;it  withdrawn.  Ho  has  in  former  times  kept 
more  than  one  hundred  cows,  and  made  all  the 
milk  into  choese  ;uiil  butter,  which  went  to  tlie 
city  (if  C'hieuLici.  The  homestead,  situated  on  sey- 
tiou  II,  has  been  oe(U|)ied  by  our  subject  for  the 
last  twenty  years,  and  is  a  well-improved  farm, 
occupying  a  prominent  place  in  the  list  of  \\"\\[ 
County's  rural  homes. 

That  part  of  tlie  Kingdom  of  Prussia  which  is 
known  as  llesse-Casscl,  has  furnished  to  this  county 
a  number  of  her  best  citizens  and  most  enterprising 
farmers.  To  it  we  are  indi'btcd  for  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  whc,  was  born  in  that  far-away  land 
April  21.  lS2i;.  His  fallier.  H.  II.  Piepenbrink, 
was  also  born  in  Prussia,  and  was  of  pure  Ger- 
man ancestry.  His  occui)ation  was  that  of  a 
fanner.  He  married  Miss  Lottie  Meier,  who 
was  born  and  reared  in  the  sanu'  German  Slate  as 
himself.  They  spent  their  entire  lives  in  tlii'ir 
native  country,  the  liusbanil  di'ing  when  tifty-live 
and  the  wife  when  forly-livc  years  of  age.  They 
were  numbered  among  the  most  worthy  citizens  of 
the  section,  both  being  active  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  and  earnest  in  their  discharge 
of  every  duly.  Their  family  consisted  of  llin-e 
sons  and  a  danghtei-.  he  of  whom  we  write  being 
the  second  son  an<l  child.  He  is  the  only  member 
of  the  family  who  came  to  America,  and  with  the 
exception  of  his  sister,  the  only  survivor. 

.1.  ().  Piepenbrink  grew  to  manhood  under  the 
paiental  roof,  receiving  an  excellent  education, 
his  advantages  being  more  favorable  than  those  of 
many  of  his  countrymen.  His  father  was  wealthy, 
and  able  to  bestow  upon  his  ehililren  all  the  learn- 
ing they  desired,  although  the  property  ai,  his 
death  fell  to  his  eldest  son.  After  he  became  of 
ago  our  subject  received  an  a[ipointment  in  the 
arni}-,  but  was  induced  by  his  father  to  let  the 
latter  i)ay  the  tax  for  his  release  and  return  to  his 
home.  He  married  a  laily  of  his  own  village,  IMiss 
Sophia  Wille,  with  whom  he  set  sail  from  Breincr- 
haven  April  3,  1840,  landing  in  New  York  City 
on  the  1st  of  M.ay  following.  They  came  by  rail 
and  water  to  Chicago,  and  thence  to  their  new 
home  in  this  countj',  where  tlie^-  have  since  made 
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such  a  splendid  record  and  wlicrc  lliev  have  many 
friends,  parlirnlail^y  anionj^  the  natives  of  their 
own  country. 

^Irs.  Piepcnlirink  is  a  daughter  of  Conrad  and 
Sophia  (Oldrag)  \\'ille,  who  were  reared  and  mar- 
ried near  Ilesse-Casscl,  (iermany,  and  began  life 
after  llie  style  of  tlie  well-to-do  Germans.  They 
spent  their  li\es  in  comfort  on  a  large  farm — for 
that  country — dying  shortly  before  reaching  the 
ai>e  of  lifty  years.  They  were  prominent  members 
of  their  community,  and  .•ulivc  in  tlie  work  of  tiie 
Lutheran  Cliurcli.  Their  family  consisted  of  seven 
children,  most  of  whom  came  to  the  United  States 
and  are  yet  living.  The  wife  of  our  subject  is  the 
fourth  of  tlie  family,  and  was  born  January  2, 
1M2G.  She  was  well  reared  and  received  a  good 
(lerman  education,  and  tlie  knowledge  of  domestic 
affairs  whicli  Ims  bren  uscfid  to  her  as  a  helpmate 
and  mother. 

Eight  children  make  up  tlie  family  circle  of  our 
subject  and  his  wife,  all  being  residents  of  Crete 
Township.  J.  Otto  and  Henry  F.  are  the  subjects 
of  biographical  sketches  which  appear  in  this  vol- 
ume. J.  Otto  married  IMiss  Dora  Orkenberg; 
Ilenrv  U.  was  married  to  Miss  iMaggie  Sehring; 
C'durad  married  Sciphia  Engelking;  William  mar- 
ried Sophia  Meier;  John  married  Louisa  Do- 
mier;  Thillip  married  Louisa  Dicrseu.  All  these 
are  farmers.  Ellen  married  Henry  Sporleder,  also 
a  farmer;  Sophia  is  the  wife  of  John  Diersen,  a 
hardware  merchant  in  Crete  Village.  Mr.  Piepen- 
brink  is  not  an  ollice-seekcr,  but  is  a  sound  and  re- 
liable Republican.  He  and  his  wife  take  an  active 
part  in  the  work  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  to  the 
supi)ort  of  which  they  contribute  lil.ierally;  they 
are  charter  members  of  the  organization  in  this 
county. 


('^EORGE  JNIUNROE.  The  wholesale  grocery 
,  interests  of  Joliet  are  worthily  represented 
^^  by  the  subject  of  this  notice  with  the  tirm 
of  George  T.  Relyca  &  Co.,  of  which  he  is  the 
senior  menil)er. 

Mr.  Munroe  belongs  to  one  of  the  best  nationali- 
ties ou  the  face  of  the  globe,  having  been  born  in 


Lanarkshire,  Scotland,  and  first  opened  his  eyes  to 
the  light  April  4,  1821.  His  parents  were  Daniel 
and  Jane  (Richmond)  Munroe,  who  were  likewise  of 
Scotch  birth  and  ancestry,  and  who  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  in  1827,  settling  in  Brownville, 
Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.  They  brought  with  them 
three  children — George,  Angus  and  Barbara.  The 
family  remained  residents  of  Jefferson  County  until 
18111,  then  emigrated  t(;)  Illinois,  locating  in  Will 
County  where  the  father  died  in  18G0.  The  mother 
iiad  p.assed  away  at  Brownville,  N.  Y.,  about  1829. 

For  thirteen  years  after  coming  to  this  county 
Mr.  Munroe  engaged  in  farming  in  Florence  Town- 
ship. In  the  meantime  he  was  recognized  as  a 
valued  addition  to  the  community  and  filled  with 
credit  many  of  the  local  ofljces.  In  18(i2  he  was 
electcil  Sheriff  on  the  Democratic  ticket  and  that 
same  year  removed  to  Joliet,  assuming  the  duties  of 
his  ollicc  in  November  following.  Subsequently 
he  served  three  years  as  County  Treasurer,  but  in 
the  meantime  in  company  with  his  son,  George  II., 
engaged  in  the  retail  grocery  trade,  lieing  first  lo- 
cated at  the  corner  of  Jefferson  and  Chicago  Streets. 
They  remained  there  ten  years  and  then  removed 
to  the  Opera  House  Building  when'  lliey  ilid  busi- 
ness six  years.  The  well-known  firm  of  (ieorge 
Munroe  ct  Sim  has  existed  since  186.'). 

]Mr.  Munroe  with  his  son,  George  II.,  established 
the  first  wholesale  grocery  store  in  Joliet,  and  with 
his  old  book-keeper,  Mr.  Relyea,  is  the  oldest  repre- 
sentative of  the  wholesale  grocery  business  in  this 
city.  G.  Munroe  &  Son  put  up  the  Hotel  Munroe 
Building  which  they  still  own  and  llicy  oecupie<l 
the  ground  fioor  for  their  wholesale  tr.ade  until 
1889,  when  they  erected  an  elegant  stone  building, 
65x120  feet  in  dimensions  and  three  stories  in 
height  into  which  the  new  firm,  G.  T.  Relyea  & 
Co.,  removed  and  which  they  now  occupy.  For 
the  last  five  years  Geoige  and  (Jeorgc  H.  ^Munroe 
have  dealt  extensively  in  real  estate,  under  the  firm 
name  of  George  Munroe  i^'  Son,  the  latter,  George 
IL,  being  the  active  manager,  and  who  has  con- 
trilnited  largely  to  the  building  up  of  the  business 
part  of  the  city. 

^Ir.  Munroe  occupies  a  fine  residence.  No.  1204 
Cass  Street.  He  has  been  prominent  in  local  affairs, 
representing  bis  Waul  in  the  Citj  Counc'l,  serving 
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as  School  Trustee  niul  in  various  otlitii-  c;i|i.aL'ilics. 
Soeiiill}',  lie  belongs  to  the  Blue  Lodge,  Chapter  ami 
C'omiiiandeiT.  A.  F.  <fe  A.  M.  in  each  of  which  ho 
Las  held  the  different  ollices  and  he  is  prouiinenlly 
connected  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
serving  as  Trustee  at  the  present  time,  lie  has  lieen 
in  some  official  caiiacity  in  the  church  since  com- 
ing to  Jol'et  and  gives  to  it  a  liljcral  suppiirt. 

Miss  Sarah  M.  Mentze  of  Browiivillc  became  the 
wife  of  our  subject  December  22,  1842.  Mrs.  ]\Iun- 
roe  was  born  in  Brownville.  N.  Y.,  Aiiril  -'iO,  1822, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Charity  (tiould) 
Ilentze,  who  were  natives  of  New  "^'ork  and  spent 
their  last  years  in  California  anil  Illinois.  This 
union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  live  children,  fcjiir  of 
whom  are  living,  viz:  (icorgt  H.,  .lane  Amelia, 
the  wife  of  Uev.  (i.  li.  Van  Horn,  now  Presiding 
Elder  of  the  Methodist  Episcoi)al  Church  at  Rock- 
ford ;  Mary  tllizabeth.  Mrs.  C.  B.  [lay ward;  Edwin, 
traveling  salesman  for  the  firm  of  Uccd  .V  Mui'- 
do<-k.  Chicago  Street. 

-  *^  "to*  ^*  At  **(y'*  *"* 

^^IIAKLES  F.  BAIM.XNN,  is  an  intelligent 
(|(  and    enterprising   man.  \cry  popular  in  the 

'^^'  community  in  the  best  circles  of  which  his 
family  move.  He  was  born  in  Saxe-Weimar.  Ger- 
many. March  6.  18:i5,  and  reared  in  his  native  vil- 
lage. He  is  the  third  of  five  children  born  to 
Charles  F.  and  Caroline  W.  R.  (Krauca)  Baumann. 
The  latter  was  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Krauca.  a 
minister  of  tlie  Lutheran  Church  and  Ijoth  parents 
were  burn  in  UClsdoif.  The;  father  was  a  linen- 
weaver  and  fullei-.  and  he  also  operatc'd  a  small 
farm. 

In  1853,  he  emigrated  to  America,  making  his 
first  location  in  Richton  Township,  Cook  Count3\ 
111.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming.  He  subsc'iuently 
rented  a  farm  in  Will  County  and  still  later  bought 
eightj'  acres  in  Frankfort  Township,  where  he  re- 
sided until  his  death  in  1874.  His  wife  had  died 
the  previous  year.  He  belonged  to  the  Evangeli- 
cal Lutheran  Church. 

The  parental  household  inclu  led  I'anlina,  Mrs. 
Steckish,   who    died   in    Fraid<fort;    .Mrs.    Caioline 


.Mclz.  who  lives  in  .Minnesota;  our  subject;  August 
who  \va.s  killed  at  Ft.  Donelson,  having  been  Cor- 
poral in  tlie4'w'.ntictli  Illinois  Infantry,  in  which  h.' 
had  enlisted  in  1  SC  |  ;  ;ind  William,  whose  home  is 
In   W'ilniinglon. 

The  subji-rl  of  this  notice  was  reai-ed  in  (■crinan\ 
and  .■ittciidcil  the  common  schools  until  fourteen 
years  old.  He  then  worked  at  his  father's  traile 
until  the  spi'ing  of  IS,",;!,  when  tin;  family  came  to 
America.  They  embarked  at  liremen  on  the  sailer 
■■^drk,•^hire"  which  made  (^Mieliec  in  lifty-tliree 
days.  Coining  at  once  to  Illinois,  the  young  man 
worked  on  his  father's  farm  a  few  years  and  in  the 
s|)ring  of  Is,j7,  went  to  Minnesota.  He  drove  an 
ox-team  at  St.  Peter,  but  not  being  pleased  with 
the  country  he  returned  in  the  sanu'  manner  after  a 
sojourn  of  but  three  months,  lie  was  still  uriniar- 
lied  and  had  gone  to  .Minnesota  to  accommodate  ;i 
brother-in-law. 

When  Mr.  Iiaiimann  returned  to  Illinois  he  re- 
sumed farming  and  the  following  spring  rented 
land  in  i)artnersliip  with  his  father  .-ind  brother.  In 
1S(;2  he  purchased  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  in  Frankfort  Township,  broke  the  soil 
upcni  it  and  improved  and  operated  it  until  I  sdd. 
He  then  sold  the  farm,  stock  and  imi)lements,  and 
locating  in  Frankfort  started  a  saloon  in  i)artner- 
shi|i  with  his  lirotlier.  They  snbseipu^ntly  dissolved 
the  connection  and  buying  out  the  business,  our 
subject  has  continued  it  alone  from  that  time.  He 
put  up  the  building  which  ho  now  occupies  in  1808, 
it  being  .');ix;38  feet  and  occupying  two  and  a  half 
lots.  Besides  this  property-  Jlr.  Bauni.-uin  owns 
seven  acres  adjoining  town,  and  one  hundi-ed  and 
sixty  acres  in  Martin  County,  Minn. 

The  l.ady  who  presides  over  the  home  of  our  sub- 
ject iiecame  his  wife  Jidy  2G,  1863,  the  ceremony 
taking  [ilace  at  her  home  in  Franklin  Township. 
She  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Elizabeth  Klebber, 
and  is  a  native  of  (iietzenheim,  Hesse-Darmstadt, 
(Jerniauy.  She  is  a  daughter  of  .lohn  Klebber,  !i 
farmer  who  settled  in  this  county  about  18.'>2,  and 
wlio  is  now  living  with  our  subject. 

To  Mr.  and  IMrs.  Baumann  ten  children  have 
been  I»orn.  John  W.  is  clerk  foi  Burrcll  A  Co.,  in 
Chicago,  and  Charles  I!,  is  now  in  Co.al  Cit^-.  III.; 
the   latter  fornierl^-  clerked  (nv  l!;irney  IJelsliawski, 
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of  Frankfort  for  six  years.  The  children  still  at 
home  are,  Annie,  August.  Lizzie,  Freddie,  Car(7- 
line.  Ida,  Osi-ar  and  Arthur. 

JMr.  Ijaumann  is  a  Rcpubliean  of  the  stancliest 
sort  and  has  served  his  party  as  delegate  to  county 
conventions  and  in  other  capacities.  He  was  A  il- 
lage  Trustee  for  six  years.  He  lielongs  to  the  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  holding  niemljer- 
ship  in  a  .loliet  lodge  and  is  a  member  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Church.  He  is  one  of  the  most  inlluential 
men  in  Frankfort  and  is  an  elHcient  worker  for  the 
upbuihlingof  tlie  town. 


~s*tS»»-^ti?> 


>^«^•«^rt?* 


KKDHAAI  P.  t'OOl'KR.  A  [ileasant  farniof 
,  ,about  three  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  New 
1^;  Lenox  Township  is  owneil  and  0[)erated  liy 
the  gentleman  above  nanic<l.  who  has  erected  an 
excellent  set  of  liuildings  and  made  other  good  im- 
provements upon  liis  estate.  His  liome  is  located 
on  section  10,  where  the  greater  |)art  of  his  life 
has  been  passed.  He  was  born  in  BrowE  County, 
Ohio,  Maj'  2'.),  1833,  and  was  about  eighteen  months 
old  when  his  parents  removed  to  the  Prairie  Stale, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood  upon  liis  father's  farm. 
He  is  the  fourth  of  seven  ciiildren  making  up  tiie 
parental  family,  the  others  being  William, who  lives 
in  Kankakee  Count}';  .lohn  W.,  deceased;  Ann. 
deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  Robert  ,1.  Broadie; 
Thomas  F.,  a  farmer  in  New  Lenox  Township; 
Elizabeth  E..  wife  of  Samuel  Love,  and  Lydia  .).. 
deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  Norman  Carl. 

The  father  of  our  sul)ject  was  the  late  John 
Cooper  who  was  born  in  Penns3'lvania  in  October, 
1800,  and  who  died  in  this  county  in  187.').  The 
mother  was  Lydia  (I'erry)  Cooper,  liorn  in  1807, 
in  Brown  County,  Ohio,  where  her  marriage  took 
place  and  she  and  her  husband  lived  until  the  fall 
of  1834.  They  then  came  to  what  is"  now  Will 
County,  and  settlcil  on  section  10,  New  Lenox 
Townshi|j,  taking  lip  the  liurdens  which  the  eaii}' 
settlers  endured.  Mrs.  Cooper  brcnlhed  her  last  in 
the  fall  of  18,')3. 

The  gentleman  of  wliom  we  write  was  married 
June  26,  185G,  to  i\Iiss   I\Largaret    Louisa  Francis. 


She  was  boru  on  the  old  Francis  homestead  in  New 
Lenox  Township,  Januarys,  1834.  and  is  probably 
the  first  white  child  born  in  Will  County.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  the  late  Abr.aham  Francis,  whose  his- 
tory is  incorporated  in  a  sketch  of  A.  Allen  Francis, 
elsewhere  in  this  Ar.uuM.  She  was  the  mother  of 
seven  children,  as  follows  :  Ella,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; John,  who  died  when  aI)out  two  and  one- 
half  years  old;  Fraukic,  who  died  when  twent}' 
months  old;  Margaret  L.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Jeffer- 
son IJoig  of  New  Lenox  Township;  N.  Perrj\  who 
lives  at  home;  Allen  F.,  who  is  clerking  in  New 
Lenox,  and  Jessie  M. 

Mr.  Cooper  acts  with  the  Republican  party.  He 
has  served  as  Assessor  one  year  and  as  Constable 
four  years.  He  anil  his  good  wi'e  belong  to  the 
^ielhodist  K|)isc()pal  Church  in  which  he  has  held 
the  oflices  of  Steward  and  Trustee. 

-,  >> .o♦o••fc5>.^^\•^53  •o*o" -«•■«- 

WILLIAM  II.  FLA(;(t.  a  son  of  one  of  the 
very  tirst  settlers  of  the  county,  whose 
,.,  ^,  biographical  sketch  appears  in  this  volume, 
was  born  on  the  farn;  that  he  now  (.)Wiis  and  oc- 
cupies ill  Plaintield  Towiishi|i,  one  mile  from  the 
village  on  the  Chicago  road.  May  S,  1811.  being 
the  date  of  his  birth,  he  being  the  ninth  child  of 
Reuben  and  Betsej^  (Kendall)  Flagg.  He  was 
reared  under  pioneer  influences,  and  since  attaining 
manhood  has  taken  his  place  among  the  most  in- 
telligent and  progressive  of  the  farmers  and  stock- 
raisers  of  his  native  county,  whoso  interests  he 
seeks  to  promote  materially  and  morally. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in  the  prim- 
itive pioneer  schools  of  his  early  days,  and  as  soon 
as  large  enough  went  to  work  uii  the  liome  farm, 
always  remaining  with  his  parents  until  death  sep- 
arated them.  He  gained  a  good  practical  know- 
ledge of  agriculture  and  inherited  a  part  of  the  old 
homestead,  whose  acreage  he  has  since  increased 
liy  purchasing  otiier  tracts  of  land,  till  it  now  con- 
tains one  hundred  and  sixty-five  acres  of  land, 
whose  fertility  and  productiveness  is  unsurpassed 
in  this  county.  It  is  under  a  high  state  of  culti- 
vation and  is  ainpl^'  provided  with  modern  machin- 
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ery  for  various  purposes,  and  he  has  erected  a  fine 
set  of  frame  buildings,  and  everytliiug  about  the 
place  evinces  thrift  and  careful  management  on  the 
part  of  its  owner. 

Mr.  Flagg  and  Miss  Margaret  \'an  Horn  were 
united  in  marriage  in  1867,  and  they  have  estab- 
lished one  of  the  coziest  and  most  attractive  homes 
in  the  neighborhood,  the  scene  of  generous  and 
friendly'  hospitalitj-.  Their  pleasant  home  circle  is 
completed  by  their  five  children — Kate  O.,  Bessie 
L.,  Warren  L.,  Henry  C,  and  Burr  W. 

Mr.  Flagg  is  a  man  of  many  fine  characteristics, 
is  thoughtful,  discriminating,  self  reliant,  and  clear 
sighte<l,  is  a  good  -svorker,  and  is  a  credit  to  the 
place  of  his  nativity,  where  he  is  held  in  univer- 
sal respect  whether  in  social  or  in  a  business  life,  by 
tlie  people  who  have  watched  his  career  from  youth 
up,  and  by  all  with  whom  he  associates.  He  holds 
advanced  views  in  regard  to  religion,  and  is  a 
thorough  advocate  of  the  Universalist  faith  as 
preached  by  the  Rev.  Jacob  Merrifield,  in  the 
church  of  that  denomination  in  I'lainfield. 

ILLIAM  PENN  CATON.  A  few  years 
since  there  passed  from  life's  active  scenes 
'(/  a  gentleman  who  had  been  conspicuously 
interested  in  the  most  important  affairs  of  Will 
Count}-,  and  whose  portrait  is  presented  on  the 
opi)osite  page.  He  was  prominent  in  political  and 
religious  circles,  and  was  first  a  member  of  the 
Whig  party.  Upon  the  organization  of  the  Re- 
publican party  he  became  a  strong  sup|)orter  of  its 
principles,  and  during  the  laic  war  was  a  stanch 
I'niou  man. 

The  native  place  of  the  subject  of  this  notice, 
late  a  resident  of  the  city  of  Joliet,  was  Orange 
County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  Hudson  River,  and  lie  was 
born  March  28,  1815.  His  immediate  progenitors 
were  Robert  and  Hannah  (Dean)  Caton,  who  were 
(Quakers  in  religion  and  worthy  representatives  of 
that  peaceable  sect.  Robert  Caton  was  born  May 
22,  1761,  and  was  three  times  married.  Hannah 
Dean.  Ihc  mother  (if  our  ^ulijcd,  liriiiL;  the  third 
wife.     The   father   died    Ainil    C    IMl  ."i.  u  hcii   our 


subject  was  only  nine  dajs  old.  The  mother  died 
April  16,  1836,  aged  fifty-eight  years. 

In  Oneida  County  young  Caton  S]wnt  the  first 
eighteen  years  of  his  life.  Then,  setting  out  for 
himself,  he  repaired  to  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  and  so- 
journed there  three  years,  being  emploj'ed  as  a 
clerkin  a  general  store.  In  1836  he  went  to  Chi- 
cago, 111.,  and  clerked  there  and  in  Milwaukee, 
Wis.,  until  the  following  year.  Then,  returning  to 
Ciiicago,  he  sojourned  in  that  place  briefly,  and 
finally  took  up  two  thousand  acres  of  Govern- 
ment land  in  Cook  Countj',  111.,  situated  about  six- 
teen miles  northwest  of  the  present  site  of  Chicago, 
where  he  lived  until  the  year  1848.  In  the  mean- 
time he  was  married,  on  Thanksgiving  Day,  No- 
vember 28,  1844,  at  the  bride's  home,  on  the  north 
branch  of  the  Chicago  River,  Cook  Count}-,  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Steele. 

Returning  now  to  CMiicago,  Mr.  Caton  secured  an 
ollicc  as  insiiector  of  canal  boats,  an  important  po- 
sition, which  he  held  until  1856.  Then,  removing 
to  the  vicinity  of  I'lainfield,  this  county,  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  until  1871.  He  now  decided  to 
retire  from  active  labor,  and  removing  to  Joliet, 
remained  a  resident  of  this  city  until  his  death, 
March  22,  1886.  During  the  late  years  of  his  life 
he  suffered  very  much  from  ill-health.  While  a 
resident  of  Chicago  he  was  connected  with  the 
Plymouth  Church,  in  which  he  officiated  as  Dea- 
con. After  coming  to  Joliet  he  joined  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  and  held  the  same  office  in 
tliis  church  for  man}'  years.  He  became  promi- 
nent in  mercantile  circles  in  the  Oarden  City,  and 
for  a  time  was  engaged  in  banking. 

The  estimable  w-ife  of  our  subject,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
(.Steele)  Caton  was  born  May  30,  1819,  in  Eliza- 
l)Ctlitown,  Essex  County,  N.  Y.,  to  Jonathan  and 
Theodosia  (Nichols)  Steele.  Jonathan  Steele  was 
a  native  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  was  born  in  1777. 
From  his  native  place  he  removed  to  Elizabeth- 
town,  N.  Y.,  and  in  1812  had  charge  of  the  arsenal 
at  Elizabethtow-n,  fitting  out  the  troops  for  the 
campaign  on  Lake  Champlain.  His  wife,  Theo- 
dosia, was  born  in  Vermont,  October  16,  1780,  and 
dieil  in  Elizabethtown.  N.  Y.,  when  her  daughter, 
Elizabeth,  wiis  only  three  months  old.  Subsc- 
(piently    the    father   removed    t(j    New    York    City, 
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and  lived  there  until  removing  to  Chicago,  111.,  in 
1837.  Mrs.  Caton  thus  looked  upon  the  now  great 
citj'  when  it  was  a.  village  of  a  few  houses,  and  she 
lias  watched  its  gradual  growth  to  a  great  metropo- 
lis vvith  more  than  ordinary'  interest.  She  sailed 
from  Buffalo  on  one  of  the  first  lake  steamers  which 
ever  plied  the  waters  of  old  Lake  JMichigan.  • 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Caton  there  was  born  a  family 
of  nine  children,  five  of  whom  are  living:  William 
Edward,  a  resident  of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  is  mar- 
ried and  the  father  of  three  children;  Hannah  E. 
is  the  wife  of  T.  A.  Mason,  of  Joliet,  and  they 
have  two  cliildren;  Charles  A.,  a  resident  of  Ot- 
tawa, III.,  is  niiuried  and  the  father  of  tliree  chil- 
dren; Albert  U.  and  wife  are  living  in  Plainfield; 
Minnie  E.  remains  with  her  mother.  Mrs.  Caton, 
since  the  death  of  her  husliand.  has  managed  the 
estate  in  an  admirable  manner,  and  is  a  lady  greatly 
respected  in  her  community. 


HHISTOPII  SALZMANN.  The  develop- 
ment of  the  .agricultural  resources  of  Wash- 
ington Township,  has  been  largely  due 
to  tiie  efforts  of  foreign-born  citizens,  particularly- 
to  natives  of  the  German  Empire.  Many  of  them 
have  made  their  home  here,  and  taking  tracts  of 
unbroken  prairie  land,  devoid  of  buildings,  have 
soon  converte<l  the  virgin  soil  into  smiling  fields  of 
golden  grain,  in  the  midst  of  which  substantial 
dwellings  and  outbuildings  have  been  erected. 
This  has  been  the  case  on  the  homestead  of.  Chris- 
toph  Salzmann,  who  owns  eighty  acres  of  excel- 
lent land  on  section  0(1. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Paul  .'>alzmann,  a 
native  of  Northern  Germany,  and  a  linen-weaver 
by  trade.  He  died  wiien  but  forty-six  years  old, 
leaving  four  sons  and  two  daughters,  most  of 
whom  are  now  deceased.  His  wife  was  Mary  Er- 
bach,  also  a  native  of  Northern  Germany,  in  which 
she  spent  her  entire  life,  breatliing  her  last  when 
sixty  3ears  of  age.  P.otii  husljand  and  wife  were 
life-long  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  boi-n 
.September   12,    1821,   in    S.ixe-Coliurg,   Germany, 


and  having  lost  his  father  when  but  Ave  years  of 
age,  was  reared  by  his  worthy  mother.  When  he 
had  reached  the  proper  age  he  began  to  learn  the 
trade  of  a  linen-weaver,  in  which  his  father  Imd 
been  so  skilled  a  workman  and  in  which  he  also  at- 
tained proficiency.  He  was  thirty-two  years  old 
and  yet  a  single  man  when  he  was  drawn  to  Amer- 
ica by  what  he  had  heard  of  the  openings  which 
this  country  presented  for  a  man  of  energy.  He 
left  Bremerhaven  May  20,  1853,  on  a  sailer  that 
required  fift_\'-four  days  to  make  the  voj'agc  to 
New  York  City.  He  came  at  once  to  Cook 
County,  111.,  in  which  he  made  his  home  until 
18G2,  with  the  exception  of  one  year  spent  in  Iowa. 
During  this  time  he  was  engaged  as  a  farm  Laborer 
and  had  been  hoarding  his  resources  in  order  to 
buy  himself  a  home.  Coming  to  Will  County  he 
secured  the  tract  of  prairie  which  his  well-directed 
efforts  have  converted  into  his  present  well-im- 
proved and  well-cultivated  estate. 

The  lady  whom  Mr.  Salzmann  won  f(jr  his  wife 
and,  with  whom  he  was  united  in  marriage  in  Cook 
County,  was  JMiss  Sophia  Shoof.  She  was  born  in 
Mecklenberg,  C^ermany,  June  23,  1830,  and  reared 
and  educated  in  her  native  land.  In  1856  she 
accom[ianied  her  parents  and  other  members  of  the 
family  to  America,  whence  two  brothers  had  pre- 
ceded them.  They  crossed  the  Atlantic  on  a  slow 
sailer  from  Hamburg  to  New  York,  the  entire  fam- 
ily coming  direct  to  the  Prairie  State,  and  settling 
at  Oak  Park,  Cook  County.  There  Henry  Shoof 
died  in  1870,  at  the  ripe  age  of  sevent3'-one  years. 
His  widow  afterward  came  to  live  with  her  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Salzmann,  and  died  at  her  home  in  1872, 
when  seventy-nine  years  old.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Shoof  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
kindly  of  heart  and  industrious  in  habits.  After 
reaching  Chicago  their  daughter  earned  her  liveli- 
hood as  a  domestic  until  her  marriage  to  our  sub- 
ject. 

The  happy  union  of  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Salzmann  has 
been  blest  liy  the  liirtli  of  seven  children,  and  they 
mourn  the  loss  of  a  daughter,  Sarah,  who  died 
when  a  year  old.  Of  the  surviving  members  of 
the  family  circle,  Rosa  is  living  with  a  sister  in 
Thornton,  III. ;  Frank  married  Anna  Kratchniar  and 
lives  in  Chicago,  where  he  has  a  saloon;  Emma  A. 
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is  the  wife  of  William  Maxwell,  a  quavryman,  in 
Tiiornton  ;  Robert,  a  {jroinisiiig  yoiiiig  man.  is  at 
home  and  working  the  homestead  ami  an  eightj'- 
acrc  tract  of  laud  which  belongs  to  himself; 
Christy  M.  is  attending  school  at  Thornton;  Jessie 
G.  is  at  home.  Mr.  Salzmaun  is  a  member  of  the 
Republican  p;irty.  and  he  and  his  good  wife  be- 
long to  the  Lutheran  Church,  by  whose  i)rinci|)l('s 
the}'  endeavor  to  guide  their  daily  lives. 


\T'  LINK,  though  of  foreign  birth,  came  to  this 
II'  country  in  his  bo)'hood  and  was  reared  under 
1  our  institutions  and  educated  in  our  schools, 
and  to-day,  in  the  vigor  of  a  stalwart  manhood, 
scarcely  past  its  prime,  is  a  prosperous  and  suc- 
cessful citizen  of  one  of  its  richest  farming  commu- 
nities, the  possessor  of  a  farm  in  Troj'  that  is  as 
valuable  and  well  improved  as  any  to  l)e  found  in 
this  section  of  Will  County. 

Mr.  Link  is  a  native  of  Alsace,  Gernian\-.  where 
he  i\-as  born  August  1,  1845,  to  .loscph  and  Mar}' 
Ann  (Striker)  Link.  When  he  was  eleven  years 
of  age  his  parents  emigrated  to  America  and  came 
directly  to  Joliet,  where  they  lived  for  five  years. 
Ill  1803  they  purchased  apart  of  the  farm  in  Troy 
Township  now  owned  and  occupied  by  our  subject. 
Ileie  they  remained  making  their  home  with  him 
until  death  called  them  hence,  the  father  dying 
in  February,  1888,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years 
and  one  month  and  the  mother  April  3,  1889,  aged 
seventy-five  years,  seven  months  and  twenty-five 
days.  They  left  a  family  of  three  children — Ellen, 
wife  of  Xavier  Beath,  a  farmer  of  Troy;  our  sub- 
ject; Mary,  widow  of  Joseph  Metzgar. 

He  of  whom  we  write,  received  an  excellent 
common-school  education.  He  was  reared  to  farm- 
ing pursuits  and  remained  on  tlie  homestead  of  his 
parents,  finally  buying  the  farm  of  them.  He  has 
been  very  much  prospered  in  his  vocation  and  li;is 
added  to  his  first  purcli:ise  a  large  tract  of  line 
farmino-  land  com|uising  two  hundred  and  sixteen 
acres,  so  that  his  farm  is  now  composed  of  two 
hundred  .an<l  uinety-siv  acres  of  Innil  well  tilled 
and  finely  ira|)roved.      He    has    built    .i   large    .-uid 


conveniently  arranged  barn  and  is  preparing  to 
build  a  commodious  and  substantial  residence,  and 
has  other  suitable  buildings. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Link  with  Miss  Christina, 
daughtei-  of  Michael  and  Caroline  Eigsted,  took 
place  in  1872.  Mrs.  Link's  parents  came  from 
Prussia  in  185.3,  and  si)ent  the  remainder  of  their 
lives  in  Joliet,  leaving  two  children  at  their  death. 
Siven  children  complete  the  present  household 
circle  of  our  subject  and  his  wife.  Frank,  John, 
JMary,  Albert,  Lizzie,  Josephine,  and  baby  Louisa. 
Mr.  Link  aims  to  give  his  children  each  two  years 
schooling  in  the  church  as  he  desires  to  have  them 
well  educated.  They  all  speak  good  German  and 
the  elder  ones  have  good  English  educations. 

Mr.  Link  has  vvell  improved  his  opportunities, 
laboring  unceasingly,  carrying  on  his  work  with 
skill,  and  sound,  clear  judgment,  so  that  he  has 
achieved  a  [iroud  place  among  the  most  wide 
nwake  and  successful  of  our  farmers  in  this  part  of 
the  county.  His  fellow-citizens,  marking  his  abil- 
ity in  carrying  on  his  own  affairs,  have  called  on 
him  to  aid  in  the  management  of  public  business. 
He  has  been  Mighw.ay  Commissioner  for  three  years 
and  also  Collector  for  the  Township,  and  has  faith- 
fully filled  the  position  as  .School  Director  for  six- 
teen years,  the  school  of  District  No.  5,  being 
located  on  his  farm.  He  and  his  wife  are  true 
Christians  and  members  in  good  standing  of  the  St. 
John's  German  Catholic  Church  of  Joliet, their  chil- 
dren also  being  communicants  of  that  church.  In 
politcs  he  is  a  sturdy  Democrat,  though  he  is  not 
confiueil  to  party  ties,  but  iu  local  elections  votes 
fur  the  man  whom  he  thinks  is  best  fitted  for  the 
otlice. 


AVID  liOSKMlF.lM,  one  of  the  pioneer 
clothing  men  of  .loliet,  has,  by  a  thorough 
riiil^  understanding  of  his  business,  built  up  an 
^^'^  extensive  and  lucrative  trade,  having 
among  his  friends  and  |i:itrons  the  leading  men  of 
the  city.  He  is  still  comparatively  a  young  man, 
appro.aching  the  forty-third  year  of  his  age,  hav- 
ing been  born  Decendier  11,1847.  His  native  place 
was  in  the   kingdom   of  Wurtemburg,  and  his  par- 
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uiits  were  Benedict  and  Babette  (Mclzgar)  Rosen- 
heim, who  were  likewise  of  German  birlh  and  an- 
eeslr}',  and  who  si)ent  their  entire  life  on  tlieir 
native  soil. 

Our  subject,  arrived  in  .loliet  in  the  spring 
of  18(i8,  having  made  tiie  |)assage  on  the  steam- 
ship "China."  lie  engaged  first  as  a  clerk  with 
his  brother,  and  then  became  proprietor  of  tiie  busi- 
ness. By  stead}'  application  thereto  and  court 
eous  treatment  of  his  customers,  he  has  attained  to 
a  gcod  position  socially  as  well  as  in  a  Ijusiness 
way,  and  like  most  of  those  of  Ins  nationality  who 
have  sought  their  fortunes  on  the  soil  of  America, 
he  is  now  comparatively  independent. 

Mr.  Rosenheim  was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss 
Augusta  Lindauer  at  the  bride's  homo  in  Joliet, 
June  18,  187S.  Tins  la<lj'  was  born  in  the  same 
town  in  Germany  as  her  husband,  and  was  his  play- 
mate during  their  school  days.  Her  father,  Julius 
Lindauer  and  liis  wife,  were  of  German  birth  and 
parentage.  .Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rosenheim  are  tlie  par- 
ents of  four  bright  children — Bert,  Julian,  M\'i-a 
and  Sidne}'.  The  little  family  occupies  a  snug 
home  in  the  city  where  they  enjoy  all  of  the  com- 
forts and  maiiv  of  the   luxuries  of  life. 


\ti  KNSEN  BROS.,  proprietors  of  the  cele- 
I  brated  •■I'.aradise  Farm."  are  among  the 
most  intelligent,  active  and  enterprising 
farmers  and  stock-raisers  in  Will  County. 
Their  farm,  on  section  30.  Channahon  Township, 
lies  on  tlie  upland,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Des- 
plaines  and  Kankakee  Rivers,  where  they  unite  to 
form  the  Illinois.  From  the  bluff  on  which  they 
live  they  have  a  magnihcent  view  for  many  miles 
lip  the  Kankakee,  and  on  a  cle.ar  <lay  can  see  Wil- 
mington, Braidwood  and  other  surrounding  (owns. 
Our  subjects  came  here  in  1875  ami  bougiit  a  small 
part  of  their  present  estate,  lying  in  the  forest, 
and  since  then  they  have  done  so  well  financially 
that  they  have  a<lded  to  their  original  purchase 
and  now  own  four  lumdred  acres  of  valuable 
land.  By  extraordinary  exerticnis  and  persever- 
ance   they    have  cleared  about  one  lumdred  and 


forty  acres  of  this  and  have  it  under  the  plow,  de- 
voting the  remainder  to  pasturage  for  their  large 
herds  of  stock,  the  land  being  especiallj'  adapted 
to  that  purpose.  They  have  provided  it  with  am- 
ple buildings,  each  having  a  comfortable  dwelling, 
and  there  are  good  barns  and  other  outiiouses  on 
the  place. 

The  Messrs.  Jensen  early  took  the  advantage  of 
tlic  adaptability  of  their  laud  to  stock  raising,  and 
have  made  a  speciality  of  that  line,  raising  horses, 
cattle,  hogs  and  sheep,  all  of  the  best  grades. 
They  have  a  fine  thorough-bred  Holstein  bull,  and 
a  herd  of  thorough-bred  cows,  making  a  specialty 
of  this  lireed;  while  in  horses  they  have  the  heav}' 
draft  Clydesdale  and  Norman  stock;  in  slieep  they 
have  nothing  but  the  Shropshire;  and  in  hogs  they 
have  the  celebrated  Poland-Chinas.  These  gentle- 
men have  by  no  means  confined  their  operations 
to  agricultural  pursuits,  but  have  branched  out  in 
other  directions  since  coming  to  Will  County,  in 
1869.  They  own  and  operate  a  steam  tiireshing 
machine  and  corn  sheller,  and  furnish  power  for 
drilling  artesian  wells.  The}'  were  the  first  to  buy 
and  operate  the  now  ver}'  common  road  grader, 
taking  road  grading  by  contract,  and  have  made 
all  the  roads  in  the  township  of  Seward,  Grundy 
County,  and  have  done  considerable  work  in  the 
citj'  of  Chicago,  grading  all  the  streets  of  Ever- 
green Park  and  Washington  Heights. 

J>ouis  and  Augustus  Jensen,  of  whom  we  write, 
are  natives  of  Norway,  their  birthplace  being  on 
the  shores  of  the  beautiful  lake  Mjarson.  They 
came  to  America  when  Louis  was  eighteen  years 
of  age  and  Augustus  was  but  sixteen.  A  twin 
brother  of  the  latter,  .lohn,  accompanied  tliem. 
He  is  now  numbered  among  tlie  well-to-do  farmers 
of  (uundy  County,  having  a  good  farm  but  a  few 
miles  from  his  brothers.  Thej'  came  directly  to 
Chicago,  and  from  there  to  Minooka,  where  they 
had  an  uncle  living,  and  where  each  .accepted  work 
at  an3-thing  at  which  they  could  turn  an  honest 
penny. 

Louis  .lenson  w.as  married  to  Miss  Clara  Moe,  of 
Chicago,  in  1880,  she  also  being  a  Norwegian  by 
birth.  They  have  two  daughters  and  one  son — 
Annie  Pauline,  Ida  Fredericka  and  Warner. 

Augustus  Jensen  was  married,  in  1881,  to  a  Dan- 
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ish-German  lad}-.  Miss  Catharine  Ilensen.  I'licy 
liave  two  children  :  Louisa  Dura  Mis.sa.  seven  years 
of  age;  and  Walter  Nelson,  a  baliy. 

The  Jensen  brothers,  by  their  cour;ige.  foresight 
and  lousiness  enterprise,  have  been  very  influential 
in  advaneing  the  financial  status  of  the  township, 
and  are  numljered  among  its  most  invaluable  citi- 
zens. In  i)olitics  they  are  a  little  nii.xed,  being 
rather  inclined  to  the  (ireenback  order.  'I'liey 
were  educated  in  the  tenets  of  tlie  Lutheran 
C'luirch  and  still  abide  bj-  that  faith. 

-WASHINGTON  D.  STEWART  is  one  of  the 
oldest  residents  in  point  of  settlement  in 
Custer  Townshii),  and  has  been  a  very 
elHcient  aid  in  developing  its  fine  agricultural  re- 
sources. He  was  born  .fuly  30,  1S2(;,  in  Wayne 
County,  Ohio,  a  son  of  John  and  Kllzabetli  (.Motz) 
Stewart,  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  They  were  mar- 
rie<l  in  that  State  about  1  820,  and  moving  tciOlilo, 
became  early  settlers  of  Wayne  County,  where  the 
father  carried  on  farming  and  where  they  made 
their  iicrraanent  hoiile  till  death  called  them  to  a 
higher  life,  she  dying  in  187C,and  he  in  1880.  They 
had  eleven  children,  eight  of  whom  are  now  living. 
The  son  of  whom  we  write  was  their  sixth  child. 
His  early  educational  advantages  were  limited  and 
after  he  was  eight  years  old,  he  never  attended 
school  again.  Ambitious,  however,  to  better  his 
education,  later  in  life  he  pursued  his  studies  and 
became  quite  a  proticieut,  especially  in  mathematics. 
During  his  youth  he  was  kept  in  attendance  at  the 
Postotlice  and  bar  of  the  tavern  belonging  to  his 
father,  but  at  the  age  of  nineteen  he  began  life  for 
himself.  For  some  years  he  engaged  in  handling 
stock  and  in  general  trading  until  he  had  quite  a 
sum  of  mone^-.  In  1  817,  he  came  to  Illinois  and 
bought  his  present  farm,  locating  land  warrants  for 
four  hundred  acres.  He  did  not  however,  settle 
here  then,  but  went  back  to  his  home  in  Ohio,  and 
in  1850  returned  with  his  family  to  make,  his  per- 
manent residence  here.  The  two  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  of  land  comprising  his  farm  have  been 
put  under  excellent  tillage  and  he  has  erected  a  sub- 


stantial set  of  buildings.  He  first  erected  a  frame 
house  and  in  18(!8,  built  his  present  more  commodi- 
ous residence  at  a  cost  of  $2,800.  He  has  given  his 
attention  to  stock-raising  and  farming,  and  formerly 
raised  some  very  tine  blooded  cattle. 

Mr.  Stewart  was  ni.arried  A|)ril  23,  1845,  to  Miss 
Rosella  Tannei.  a  daughter  of  Ste|)hen  Tanner,  of 
Wayne  County,  (thid.  a  pioneer  farmer  of  that  lo- 
cality. Mrs.  Stewart  was  born  November  21.  1820, 
on  her  father's  homestead  in  Wayne  County,  and 
received  the  advantages  of  a  good  common-school 
education.  Mrs.  Stewart  departed  this  life  March 
27,1888.  Of  the  six  cliildreii  born  other  mar- 
riage with  our  subject,  two  are  now  living:  Klla, 
wife  of  Joseph  Myers,  who  lives  with  our  subject; 
and   Kinnia. 

Our  subject  occupies  a  wiirlhy  place  among  the 
pioneers  of  the  count}',  and  during  his  long  resi- 
dence in  Custer  Township  has  shown  himself  to  be 
a  good  citizen  who  has  always  taken  an  interest  in 
its  welfare  and  who  has  served  it  faithfully  while 
in  public  ollice.  I'or  many  years  he  has  beeua  Di- 
rector of  the  school  district  and  for  eight  years  has 
served  with  credit  as  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  has 
been  Township  Clerk  *nd  Road  Commissioner.  He 
has  always  taken  an  active  part  in  politics  and  keeps 
himself  well  i)0sted  on  the  political  issues  of  the 
daj".  He  has  been  a  sound  Democrat  from  his 
30uth  u|)wards,  though  in  local  alfairs,  he  votes  for 
the  man  regardless  of  party. 


,ip^  MEYER,  M.  1).  For  about  eighteen  years 
^W^  Dr.  Me3er  has  been  the  leading  ph^'siciaii 
TTl/^j  and  surgeon  of  15eeeher,where  he  established 
himself  in  1872,  and  where  he  has  built  upa 
large  and  successful  [iractice.  He  was  thoroughly 
educated  in  the  science  of  therapeutics,  and  had  .in 
extended  expeiicnee  as  an  army  physician  and  sur- 
geon, as  well  as  a  private  experience  (jf  many  years, 
before  he  became  a  resident  of  this  lihice.  His  the- 
oretical knowledge  and  skill  in  the  use  of  remedial 
agents  is  unquestioned,  while  in  the  use  of  the  scal- 
|)el  he  was  equally  well  versed. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Michael  Meyer,  a 
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native  of  Prussia,  whu  scM-vud  lii>  eountiT  as  a  sol- 
ilicr  for  nine  years,  c-liiclly  under  NM|)oleon.  lie 
lived  to  the  extreme  old  age  of  one  lumdreil  and 
two  years,  dying  in  the  land  of  his  Ijirth.  His  first 
wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary  Francen,  She 
was  the  mother  of  two  children,  our  subject  and  a 
brother,  Michael,  Jr..  who  also  came  to  this  coun- 
try. The  latter  died  in  Ciiieago  after  having  served 
twenty  years  as  detective  and  ijoliceman  there. 
The  mother  was  noted  in  her  country  for  her  med- 
ical skill  and  education,  she  having  practiced  mid- 
wifery for  manj'  ^-f  ars;  she  died  at  the  riiic  old  age 
of  eighty-seven  years.  She  and  her  husband  be- 
longed to  the  Catholic  Church. 

Dr.  Me3'erwas  born  in  one  of  the  Rhine  Provin- 
ces of  Prussia,  September  11,  1821,  and  was  care- 
fully re:iied  by  his  parents,  who  bestowed  upon  him 
all  the  advantages  possible  in  the  way  of  oblaining 
knowledge.  When  he  had  reached  the  proper  years 
he  entered  the  medical  college  of  Bon,  (ierman\', 
where  he  studied  six  years.  He  was  then  gradu- 
ated, and  entering  the  Prussian  Army  spent  nine 
Years  in  discharging  the  duties  devolving  upon  ;ui 
army  physician  and  surgeon.  Ho  had  charge  of 
many  serious  cases,  and  performed  many  critical 
surgical  operations,  as  he  has  since  done  in  Americ-i. 

The  knowledge  which  Dr.  iNIeyer  had  obtained 
of  the  I'nited  States  led  him  to  believe  that  a 
broader  field  would  be  opened  before  him  in  this 
country,  and  he  therefore  tleterniined  to  leave  his 
native  land  and  seek  a  home  in  the  New  World.  In 
the  fall  of  18.1-1  he  engaged  [lassage  for  himself  and 
family  on  a  vessel  which  sailed  from  Antwerp  to 
New  York.  They  reached  the  latter  city  after  a 
perilous  voyage  of  sixty-five  days.  Storms  swept 
the  vessel  clear  of  its  masts  and  rigging,  and  the 
live  hundred  passengers  nearly  died  fiom  starva- 
tion before  the  desireil  haven  was  reacheil.  The 
Doctor  came  at  once  to  Chicago  and  o|iened  an 
office  in  that  city,  where  he  [lursued  ids  chosen  call- 
ing with  marked  success  until  1872.  He  then  le- 
moved  to  Beecher,  which  has  since  been  his  home, 
and  the  center  of  his  well-directed  efforts  to  alle\i- 
ate  the  sufferings  of  mankind. 

The  first  wife  of  our  subject  was  Miss  Theresa 
A.  llaerman,  a  native  of  i>ne  of  the  Rhine  Prov- 
inces,  in   which  she  spent    her    entire    life,   dying 


when  but  twenty-three  years  old.  She  left  one 
child,  Lena,  now  the  wife  of  Adam  Rauen,  whose 
home  is  Chicago,  and  who  is  connected  with  the 
water-works  there.  Dr.  Meyer  chose  for  his  second 
companion  Miss  Gertrude  Hann,  who  was  also  born 
and  reared  in  a  Rhine  Province  in  Germany.  This, 
marriage  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  a  large  family, 
four  of  whom  are  now  living.  Of  the  eight  who 
have  been  removed  by  death,  all  died  3'oung  and 
most  of  them  in  infancy.  The  survivors  are  Mi- 
chael, Peter,  John  and  Anna.  The  first  is  foreman 
of  the  painting  department  of  the  car  shops;  he  is 
a  clever  artist,  wielding  the  brush  in  other  lines 
than  those  required  in  the  business.  He  married 
INIiss  Augusta  Heinz.  Peter  is  a  prominent  fresco, 
sign  and  landscape  painter,  and  he  also  evinces 
considerable  artistic  talent;  John  is  employed  in 
the  Cook  County  Court  House;  Anna  is  the  wife 
of  John  Pauly,  a  dealer  in  wines  and  li(]uors.  at  No. 
100  Randolph  Street,  Chicago. 

Dr.  Me^'er  is  a  believer  in  the  principles  embod- 
ied in  the  Democratic  platform,  and  in  all  national 
elections  supports  it  with  his  vote.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  being  enrolled  in  Blue 
Lodge  No.  740,  Grand  Park.  The  entire  family 
belong  to  the  Catholic  Church.  The  Dcictor  owns 
some  fine  property  iu  Chicago. 

ILLIAiNI  COOK.  For  many  )  ears  this 
gentleman  resided  on  a  fine  farm  on  scc- 
<»/  tion  1C>.  Crete  Township,  Will  County,  and 
this  land,  through  his  energetic  management,  was 
converted  into  one  of  the  most  pleasant  estates  in 
the  township.  He  also  owned  land  on  section  17, 
comprising  altogether  one  hundred  and  twenty -five 
acres.  He  dated  his  arrival  in  this  county  from 
May  10,  1850,  r.fter  wdiich  he  gradually  built  up  a 
finely  improved  farm  and  accumulated  a  fair  share 
of  this  world's  goods.  Toward  the  close  of  his  life 
he  retired  from  his  more  arduous  labors  and  spent 
his  declining  years  in  ease  and  comfort.  His  death 
occurred  at  his  home,  July  14,  1890,  when  he  had 
attained  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty  years,  four 
months  and  nineteen  days.     For  six  j'ears  preced- 
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ing  his  death,  his  activity  was  somewhat  lessened  by 
the  lameness  which  resulted  from  a  fall  lie  then 
received.  Politically,  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  in 
his  religious  belief  was  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  His  intelligence,  uprightness 
and  useful  life  and  indusliv  were  recognized  by  his 
acquaintances  who  accorded  him  their  highest  es- 
teem. 

In  Lincolnshire,  England,  man}'  years  ago,  lived 
and  died  Thomas  Cook,  a  small  landowner.  He 
married  Sarah  Holmes,  a  native  of  the  same  shire, 
who  died  when  sixt^-  years  old.  This  woitliy  cou- 
ple were  active  members  of  the  Methodist  K|)isco- 
pal  Church  for  thirty  years,  and  for  years  tiioir 
home  was  a  meeting  jilace  fur  the  congregation  on 
every  Wednesday  night.  They  also  had  pra^er- 
meeling  every  Friday  night  and  class-meeting  every 
Sunday  for  some  years,  these  facts  illustrating  the 
faithful  interest  which  they  felt  and  manifested  in 
the  cause  of  Cluistianily.  To  them  were  born  nine 
children,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  being  one  of 
younger  members  of  the  famil}'.  and  the  only  one 
who  came  to  the  fnited  States. 

The  natal  day  of  William  Cook  was  IVbrnary 
25,  1810,  and  his  birthplace  in  the  northern  [larl  of 
Lincolnshire,  England.  'I'lie  early  years  of  his  life 
were  spent  in  acquiring  knowledge,  but  at  the  age 
of  thirteen  years  he  left  school  and  began  to  learn 
the  trade  of  a  shoemaker,  lie  served  under  Kich- 
ard  MIchaelwait  in  Winlerttm,  in  his  n.itive  shire 
until  he  was  twenty  years  old.  after  which  he  worked 
as  a  journeyman  for  a  time.  He  then  set  up  a  shop 
in  the  place  where  he  had  learned  his  trade,  and 
there  niarrie<l  Miss  Kli/.abi4h  Adkinson,  the  daugh- 
ter of  well-to-do  parents,  by  whom  she  was  well 
rcareil.  She  was  liorn  in  IJIygton.  England,  in  l.'SO;i 
and  in  her  native  shiic  grew  to  womanhood.  Tliere 
her  mother  died,  an<l  a  few  years  later  her  father 
came  to  the  I'nited  States,  where  he  lived  to  be 
quite  old.  Joseph  Adkinson  was  .-i  tailm-.  Ipon 
coming  to  America  he  settled  near  Moni(ie\  ille, 
Ohio,  where  he  owned  a  large  proiicrly. 

After  the  birth  of  their  first  child  and  the  death 
of  the  same,  our  subject  and  his  wife  set  out  for 
the  United  States,  leaving  their  native  land  P"eb- 
ruarv  2;),  1831.  Tliey  took  |)assage  at  Hull  on  a 
brig    frigate,  and    after  a  voyage   of   some   seven 


weeks  landed  in  New  York  City,  whence  they  jour- 
neyed to  Monroeville,  Ohio.  There  Mr.  Cook  fol- 
lowed his  trade  of  a  shoemaker  one  ^ear,  and  then 
purchased  a  small  farm  on  which  lie  lived  for  some 
time.  After  fifteen  years  of  residence  at  that  place 
he  went  to  Lake  (dunly.  Ind.,  and  for  two  years 
made  his  home  near  Clinton,  whence  he  removed 
to  this  State  and  county. 

Here  Elizabeth  (Adkinson)  Cook  died  in  18(!5 
when  about  sixty-two  years  of  age.  She  attended 
the  iMethodist  l^piscoiml  Church,  and  was  the 
mother  of  eightchildrcn.of  whom  but  two  are  living. 
Thomas  resides  in  Onarga,  this  State;  his  wife  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Margaret  E.  Fellows,  and  was  a 
resident  of  Plainfield.  George,  who  lives  at  Coun- 
cil Bluffs.  Iowa,  married  a  Mi.ss  Shipley  for  his  first 
wife,  anil  for  his  second  a  Mrs.  Davis. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  contracted  a 
second  matrimonial  alliance,  the  ceremony  taking 
place  in  Chicago,  HI.,  and  his  chosen  companion 
being  Mrs.  Mary  A.  (Mitchell)  iloskins.  She  was 
born  in  England,  whence  she  came  to  America  in 
early  wonianhoo<l.  She  died  December  12.  187K, 
when  past  niichlk'  life,  leaving  one  daughter,  .lulia 
A.,  a  refined  and  well-educated  ^oung  lady.  Mrs. 
Marv  Cook  was  identified  with  the  Methodist 
('hnreli,and  by  her  former  marriage  hadonechild, 
l-"niidi,  a  successful  merchant  at  Ccneseo. 

EDWAIM)  I),  now  LA.Xl).  I\L  D.    Although 
still    quite   young   in   his  profession  and  in- 
deed    in    years,  this    gentleman    is    rajndly 

building  u|)  for  himself  a  reputation  as  a  skilled 
physician  which  gives  promise  of  leading  him  to  a 
front  rank  ere  many  years  shall  have  passed  over 
his  head,  lie  is  a  close  student  who  is  not  content 
with  the  know  ledge  he  has  alre.ad}'  obtained,  but  by 
every  m(^ans  In  his  power  is  constantly- adding  to  it 
information  regarding  the  latest  discoveries  and  the 
theories  of  older  and  more  skilled  jihysicians.  His 
quickness  of  ap|irehension,  his  mental  culture  and 
his  lionorablc  character  give  him  popularity  in  so- 
ciety and  a  reputable  name  among  his  fellow-men. 
The  i)arenls  of  Dr.  llowland  are  Eliliu  and   .lane 
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(Baldwin)  Ilowland,  natives  of  Litchfifild  County, 
Conn.,  who  came  to  the  Prairie  State  in  1840,  and 
who  at  present  reside  in  Ottawa,  111.  The  father 
was  a  farmer  and  the  early  life  of  our  suhjeet  was 
surrounded  with  tlie  usual  scenes  and  influences  of 
country  living,  lie  was  born  in  LaSalle  County, 
this  State,  October  13,  1858,  and  obtained  his  fun- 
d.amental  education  in  the  public  schools.  In  the 
Stale  Normal  I'niversity  at  Normal,  Ottawa  High 
School  and  Mt.  Carroll  Seminary,  he  extended  his 
fund  of  knowledye.  and  completed  his  general 
course  of  study. 

Having  chosen  medicine  as  the  science  to  which 
to  devote  his  energy,  young  Howhuid  began  read- 
ing in  the  office  of  R.  M.  McArthur,  M.  D.,  at  Ot- 
tawa, and  after  a  time  entered  Rush  Medical  Col- 
lege, Chicago.  He  pursued  his  studies  there  during 
the  years  of  1883-84,  and  then  practiced  one  year 
with  Dr.  Wilcox  in  Michigan.  After  this  practi- 
cal application  of  the  theories  and  principles  of 
therapeutics  he  returned  to  Rush  College  in  1885, 
and  was  graduated  therefrom  the  following  year. 
On  looking  about  for  a  field  of  labor  he  was  led  to 
Lock  port,  in  which  he  located  the  year  of  his  gradu- 
ation. Dr.  Ilowland  is  an  Odd-Fellow,  a  Mason 
and  a  consistent  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 


WILKENING.  Tlie  name  which  stands  at 
the  head  of  this  biographical  outline  will  be 
at  once  recognized  as  belonging  to  one  of 
the  most  energetic  business  men  of  Crete  and  one  of 
its  leading  merchants.  He  ranks  as  one  of  the  finest 
salesmen  in  Northern  Illinois  in  which  region  he 
commenced  building  his  fortunes  and  where  he  has 
gained  a  competence.  Under  the  firm  title  of  C. 
VVilkening  &  Co.,  our  subject  and  his  brother 
Frederick  are  oijcrating  one  of  the  most  complete 
dry-goods  establishments  in  Will  County  and  com- 
manding a  large  portion  of  the  patronage  of  its 
best  citizens.  The  brothers  were  assisted  in  the 
establishment  of  their  present  enterprise  by  their 
honored  father,  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  abil- 
ity and  from  whom  the  sons  have  inherited  the 
talents  which  have  brought    them  success.       The 


present  firm  was  organized  in  1880,  and  located  iu 
a  fine  building  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Exchange 
Streets,  the  most  eligible  business  site  in  the  town. 

In  due  time,  owing  to  the  rapid  increase  iu  trade, 
more  room  was  needed  and  so  they  removed  their 
old  brick  store,  2Cx60  feet,  to  another  lot  further 
south  and  began  the  construction  of  one  of  the  best 
buildings  in  the  city,  which  tliej-  now  occupy.  The 
second  floor  of  this  building  was  designed  for  a 
public  hall,  but  the  firm  are  obliged  to  utilize  it 
for  the  storage  of  a  part  of  the  $40,000  stock  of 
goods  which  they  carry.  The  Wilkening  Block, 
two  stories  in  height,  is  51x60  feet  in  dimensions, 
facing  on  Main  Street  and  comprises  two  stores 
with  a  basement  joining  the  old  store-room.  The 
latter  is  used  for  a  grocery  department  and  there 
arc  three  large  warehouses  in  the  rear  from  which 
many  hundred  pounds  of  butter  and  many  thou- 
sand dozens  of  eggs  are  shipped  monthly.  The 
main  buildiny^was  completed  in  1886,  and  contains 
a  full  line  of  a  finely-selected  stock  of  dry  goods, 
tastefulh'  arranged  and  which  never  fails  to  attract 
attention.  Besides  these  there  is  a  special  cloak 
and  shawl  department,  also  clothing  and  gentle- 
men's furnishing  goods,  together  with  ditferent  de- 
partments for  carpets  and  oil  cloth,  toj-s,  etc.  It  is 
thus  most  properly'  called  the  Department  Store 
and  neither  time  nor  money  has  been  spared  to  make 
each  attractive  and  convenient. 

The  business  career  of  Mr.  Wilkening  began  at 
an  early  period  in  his  life  and  from  the  start  he  has 
ke[)t  in  view  one  end  and  aim — that  of  excelling  in 
his  chosen  calling.  We  find  him  officiating  as  a 
clerk  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years  and  he  completed 
his  business  education  in  Bryant  &,  Strattou's  Com- 
mercial College.  His  father  in  former  years  was  a 
farmer,  owning  land  in  Crete  Township,  and  at 
that  homestead  our  subject  was  born  March  24, 
1855.  He  grew  up  vigorous  in  mind  and  body  and 
at  an  early  age  learned  the  self  reliance  which  has 
been  largely  the  secret  of  his  success.  Both  in  social 
and  business  circles  he  is  a  general  favorite,  being 
l)rompt  to  meet  his  obligations  and  more  than  ordi- 
narily well  informed.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Democrat 
and  in  religion  he  conforms  to  the  doctrines  of  the 
Lutheran  Church.  In  all  that  goes  to  make  a  man 
reliable  and  trustworthy,  he  is  a  fine   exponent   of 
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his  sul)slaiiti:il  (;crm:iii  .■lucfslry.  Willi  tbo  sint;le 
excepliun  tliat  ho  slill  remains  a  l)acln:'lor,  Mr.  Wil 
kciiing  has  creditabl}'  performed  all  the  obligalloiis 
of  an  lionest  man  and  a  good  eiti/.eii.  In  aildition 
to  his  mercantile  interests  .Mr.  ^Vilk-('nillu  deals 
quite  extensively'  in  real  estate  and  I'roni  this 
soui'ce  also  realizes  handsome  rctnrns. 


\l/^-^  ENRY  GKAI5E  so  ordered  his  dailj-  walk  and 
K  jll  conversation  that  his  life  was  an  t'xamplc 
iV^  worthy  the  consideration  of  all  wlm  desire 
(^)  to  honor  their  manhood.  He  took  an  active 
part  in  all  that  meant  the  real  advancement  of  the 
township,  was  interested  in  the  cause  of  religion, 
industrious  and  hard  working  in  the  affairs  of  this 
world,  and  kindly  and  affectionate  in  his  domestic 
and  social  relations;  an  honest  and  reliable  citizen 
was  removed  bj'  death  when  he  breathed  his  last  at 
his  home  in  Washington  Township,  April  11,  1mh2. 
The  eyes  of  Mr.  Gralje  opened  to  the  light  of 
day  in  Germany,  in  1824.  He  grew  to  maturity 
under  the  charge  of  good  parents,  developing  the 
natural  virtues  and  talents  he  possessed  and  being 
grounded  in  the  firm  principles  that  led  to  the  repu- 
tation he  won.  When  about  twenty-two  years  old  he 
set  out  from  Bremerhaven,  and  reaching  the  shores 
of  America  made  his  way  to  the  Prairie  Stale  and 
settled  in  Crete  Township,  Will  County.  His  fust 
home  was  on  eighty  acres  of  new  Govcrnuiciit 
land.  l)ut  in  the  fall  of  ISCT  he  clian.^cd  his  U'si- 
dence  to  Washington  Township.  Here  he  pur- 
chased two  hundred  acres  of  land  on  section  21. 
It  was  almost  unljrokon  but  he  at  once  began  to 
make  improvements,  and  after  some  years  lie  found 
himself  pleasantly  surrounded  with  good  buildings 
and  other  tasteful  improvements.  Here  he  carried 
on  a  successful  agricultural  career  until  called  hence, 
when  he  left  to  his  mourning  household  that  best 
of  all  inheritances — an  honored  name.  In  politics 
he  was  a  sound  Kcpul)lican.  and  religiously  was  a 
member  of  the  Evangelical  Churcli.  to  which  faith 
Mrs.  Grabe  also  adheres. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Grabc  and    Miss  Calliarina 
Schwirena  was  celebrated  in  ('liii-a,t;o.      The   luidc 


was  horn  in  Hessc-Cassel,  ( ieriiiaiiy.  .'nly  2("i.  1.S3I, 
to  Fred  and  Ingel  ( Miller)  Schwirena.  Her  par- 
ents were  natives  of  the  same  kingdom, and  there  tlie 
fatlier  died  when  sixl_v-t  wo  years  old.  He  was  a  I,u- 
lhern:i  in  religious  faith.  The  widowed  mother 
came  with  her  six  children  to  America  and  located 
in  Cook  County. 111.,  dying  thereat  the  same  age  that 
her  husband  had  reached.  Mrs.  Grabe  lived  near 
Chicago  until  her  marriage,  manifesting  the  (|uali- 
ties  that  won  the  regard  of  our  subject  and  that 
have  kei)t  the  esteem  of  ail  who  know  her. 

The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grabe  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  nine  sons  and  daughters.  Henry,  Jr.,  mar- 
ried Jliss  Augusta  Sehencka  ami  is  now  living  at 
Manhattan.  Kan.;  William  is  with  his  mother,  as- 
sisting her  to  operate  the  large  farm;  John,  who  is 
a  shoemaker  in  Crete,  married  Miss  Soi)hia  Kennie; 
Mary  is  the  wife  of  l'"red  Mej-er,  their  home  being 
in  Riley  County,  Kan.;  Ccmr.ail  married  Miss 
Kinma  Sitzel  and  lives  in  Kankakee  County,  work- 
ing at  his  trade  of  a  blacksmilli;  Cara  is  the  wife 
of  Charles  Ruge.  of  Chicago;  Louisa  married  Fred 
Uowermaster,  who  lives  in  Oak  City,  Iowa;  August 
is  a  blacksmith  and  is  now  living  in  l?runswick. 
Lake  Count}',  I  ml.;  Sophia  is  at  home  with  her 
mother. 

ILLIAM  .1.  ADAM.  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer of  tlic  Joliet  I'.aper  Company,  is  a  na- 
yY/  five  of  Joliet,  and  is  classed  among  the 
most  intelligent  and  enterprising  of  its  young  busi- 
ness men.  He  was  born  in  this  city,  September  18, 
1852.  Here  in  the  cit\'  schools  he  laid  a  solid 
foundation  for  his  future  career.  After  attaining 
manhood, he  lirst  entered  the  business  world  through 
the  doors  of  his  father's  llouring  mill,  which  stood 
where  the  paper  mill  now  stands.  In  1887  he  be- 
gan the  manufacture  of  barb  wire  and  such  line  of 
iioods,  in  cornjiany  with  his  father,  and  tliej'  have 
alreadj'  built  up  a  thriving  business,  from  which 
they  derive  a  desirable  income. 

Mr.  Adam  and  Miss  Lizzie  Folger.  were  wcrlded 
^'ovenll)er  28.  187-1,  and  to  them  has  come  one 
child,  whom  tlie\   have  iiameil  Folger.      Mr.  Ad.atn 
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is  a  thoughtful,  clear-heaih  tl.  energetic  man,  of 
good  personal  habits,  ami  is  highly  considered  by 
all  about  him,  both  socially  and  as  a  business  man. 
He  isLa  leading  member  of  the  Central  Presby- 
terian Church,  of  which  he  is  Trustee,  and  in  poli- 
tics gives  his  allegiance  to  the  Republican  party. 

ri]_^()RACK  1.  MESSENGER,  of  Ilomcr  Town- 
Wyi',  sliip,  is  comfortably  situated  at  his  father's 
JV^  eld  homestead  on  section  33.  It  comprises 
(^J  a  tine  body  of  land,  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
seven  acres  in  extent,  and  is  embellished  with  a  set 
of  good  buildings,  together  with  all  the  other  ap- 
purtenances of  the  well-regulated  country  estate. 
Mr.  Messenger  is  a  modest,  unassuming  citizen, 
whose  course  in  life  has  been  such  as  to  commend 
him  to  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  all  with  whom 
he  has  had  dealings.  His  life-long  habits  of  indus- 
try have  resulted  in  the  ac(juiremcnt  of  a  com|)e- 
tence,  and  he  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  of  the 
comforts,  and  man}-  of  the  luxuries  of  life. 

In  noting  the  parental  history  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  we  find  that  his  father,  Horace  Messen- 
ger, was  a  native  of  Chenango  County.  N.  Y.,  and 
born  Ai)ril  26,  1S07.  The  mother  bore  the  njaiden 
name  of  Fannie  Shedd,  and  she  was  born  in  Os- 
wego County,  N.  Y.,  June  13,  1810.  They  were 
married  in  their  native  State,  and  came  directly  to 
this  county  in  1835,  settling  in  Homer  Township, 
in  .Tune  of  that  year.  The}'  were  among  its  early 
pioneers,  and  in  Homer  Township  thereafter  so- 
journed until  called  hence.  They  were  not  long 
separated,  the  father  dying  August  31,  1882,  and 
the  mother  July  3,  1884.  Their  family  consisted 
of  five  chiklren,  the  eldest  of  whom,  a  son,  Will- 
iam, died  when  three  years  old;  ^lar}'  J.  is  the  wife 
of  Benjamin  White,  of  Geneseo,  this  State;  Frances 
is  a  resident  of  Joliet;  Horace  I.,  our  subject,  is 
the  next  in  order  uf  Ijirtli;  Helen  also  lives  in 
Joliet. 

Mr.  Messenger  was  the  fourth  cliild  of  his  par- 
ents, and  is  the  only  living  son.  He  was  born  in 
Homer  Township,  Fel)ruary  5,  1814,  and  therein 
spent  his  early  years,  attending  the  common  schools 


and  becoming  familiar  with  tiie  various  details  of 
farm  life.  He  completed  his  studies  in  Knox  Col- 
lege, Galesburg,  III.  During  the  third  year  of  the 
Civil  AVar  he  entered  the  ranks  of  the  Union  army, 
enlisting  Februar}'  29,  1864,  in  Company  F,  Eighth 
Illinois  Cavalry,  and  served  seventeen  months. 
During  that  period  he  became  fully  acquainted 
with  the  hardships  of  a  soldier's  life,  although  es- 
caping some  of  its  sterner  features.  Aside  from 
this,  he  has  always  followed  agricultural  pursuits. 
Sir.  Messenger  was  married  Ma}'  31,  1883,  in 
Lockport,  111.,  to  Miss  Bell  Fox.  This  lady  was 
born  in  Ashtabula,  Oluo,  October  13,  1849,  and  is 
a  daughter  of  Gibson  Fox,  who  still  resides  there. 
In  politics  Mr.  Messenger  is  a  stanch  supporter  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  as  a  Union  soldier,  be- 
longs to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

,;p^  IMON  HOHENSTEIN  occupies  a  pleasant 
farm  three  miles  from  Frankfoit  Station, 
the  estate  comprising  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  on  section  25,  Frankfort  Town- 
ship, watered  by  the  south  branch  of  Hickory 
Creek,  and  joined  by  the  Elgin,  Joliet  &  Eastern 
Railroad.  All  the  land  is  tillable  except  the  timber, 
and  is  adapted  for  the  raising  of  both  grain  and 
stock,  in  which  INIr.  Hoheustein  occupies  himself. 
He  koe|is  a  good  grade  of  cattle  and  hogs,  uses  two 
teams  on  the  place,  and  carries  on  a  thriving  agri- 
cultural business. 

Mr.  Ilohenstein  is  descended  from  honorable 
German  ancestors,  both  lines  having  been  resident 
in  Hesse-Darmstadt.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
Johannes  Ilohenstein,  was  a  farmer,  and  his  father, 
Balthasar,  engaged  in  the  same  occupation,  and  that 
of  fruit-raising.  The  latter  came  to  America  in 
1854,  and  tilled  the  soil  in  Green  Garden  Town- 
ship, this  county,  until  he  retired  to  live  witii  our 
subject;  he  is  now  seventy-eight  years  old.  He 
belongs  to  the  Evangelical  Church.  His  wife  lK^)rc 
the  maiden  name  of  Catherine,  Ditzel,  and  was  a 
<laughter  of  Jacob  Ditzel,  also  a  farmer.  She 
breathed  her  last  in  this  county,  in  1860.  The  pa- 
rental family  included  three  sons — Simon,  Conrad, 
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and  George.  The  secoiu]  son  enlisted  in  1801,  in 
the  Twentietli  Illinois  Infantry,  and  si'ived  until  he 
lost  his  life  at  the  battle  of  .Iaek>;on.  'I'enn.  The 
youngest  son  lik'es  with  our  suhjocl. 

Simon  Ilohonstcin  was  licini  in  the  village  of 
Messel,  Ilesse-Darmstadt,  Germany ,  Suiiteniber  17, 
1  837,  and  being  reared  on  a  farm,  early  aequired 
the  rudiments  of  his  father's  occupation.  He  at- 
tended the  common  schools  from  the  age  of  six  to 
fourteen  years,  acquiring  a  good  education.  Three 
years  after  the  completion  of  his  studies,  the  fam- 
ily determined  to  emigrate  to  America.  They 
sailed  on  the  "Bremerhaven"  in  Ma\ ,  185 1,  and 
after  an  ocean  voj'age  of  forty  nine  days,  stood  on 
shore  in  New  York  Citj'.  Thence  they  took  a  boat 
to  Albany,  the  cars  to  Buffalo,  a  steamer  to  De- 
troit, and  ears  to  Chicago,  completing  the  journey 
to  Green  Garden  Township,  this  county,  by  teams. 
A  farm  of  eight\-  acres  was  purchased,  and  the  new 
life  was  begun  in  a  log  house.  This  was  the  homo 
until  1865,  when  the  place  was  sold,  and  an  im- 
proved tract  on  section  2,  Frankfort  Township, -was 
purchased  by  our  subject.  There  he  continued  his 
agricultural  labors  until  1883.  when  he  rented  il, 
and  removed  to  the  place  which  he  now  occu[iies, 
and  which  he  [lurchased  for  ^55  per  acre. 

In  April,  18(J3,  Mr.  Ilohenslein  led  to  the  hyme- 
neal altar  Miss  Charlotte  Kuapi),  of  Green  Garden 
Township.  This  estimable  lady  was  borji  in  liava- 
ria.  Germany,  and  came  to  America  with  her  par- 
ents in  18.50.  She  is  a  daughter  (jf  Carl  Kiiaii|), 
formerly  a  farftier  in  Green  (ianleu  'i'owiiship,  but 
who  is  now  living  in  Frankfort.  She  has  borne  her 
husljand  teu  children,  named  resiiectively :  .Simon. 
Charles,  Daniel  Conrad,  CharlnUo,  IV'icr,  Chris- 
tian, Henry.  Katie,  and  Carrie.  The  nldest  son  is 
married,  and  living  on  the  farm  on  section  2; 
Charles  is  clerking  in  liatavia.  The  others  are  at 
home. 

Mr.  Holiensiein  is  one  of  the  most  intluenlial  citi- 
zens in  Frankfort  Township.  He  is  now  Assessor, 
and  has  held  this  office  for  fourteen  years,  being  tlu; 
oldest  Assessor  in  the  county.  He  was  Collector 
of  Green  Garden  Township  one  j'car.  and  of  Frank- 
fort Township  one  year,  and  has  been  a  member  of 
the  .School  Board  sixteen  years.  AVhile  living  on 
section  2,  he  was  School  Director  nine   years,  and 


he  has  held  a  similar  position  in  his  present  district 
seven  years.  He  belongs  to  the  Kvangelical 
Church  in  Frankfort,  and  is  now  tilling  the  oflicc 
of  Trustee.  His  political  adherence  has  always 
been  given  to  the  Democratic  party.  He  has  served 
on  the  Petit  jury,  and  was  on  the  Grand  Jury  in 
1890,  and  is  prominently  connected  with  all  enter- 
prises which  promise  to  benefit  the  community. 


,^5^AMUEL  GLASGOW,  a  fine  type  of  the 
^^^  foreign  element  who,  by  sheer  force  of  en- 
%£^  ergetic  persistence  and  well  directed  labor 
have  made  for  themselves  comfortable 
homes  in  this  county  and  have  secured  a  good 
competence,  is  a  thoroughly  practical,  highly  suc- 
cessful farmer,  owning  and  managing  a  choice  farm 
in  Plainfield  Townshi)),  and  is  well  worthy  of 
a  place  in  this  15i<i(;i;ai'uuai.  Aliu-.m.  dedicated  to 
the  citizens  of  Will  County. 

Mr.  Glasgow  was  born  in  the  North  of  Ireland, 
live  miles  from  Ballymena  in  the  County  of  Ulster, 
November  8,  1812.  His  father  and  his  grand- 
father both  liearing  the  same  name,  Robert  Glas- 
gow, were  natives  of  Scotland.  The  grandfathei- 
was  a  farmer  and  so  far  as  known  spent  his  entire 
life  iu  the  land  of  his  birth.  The  f.ather  of  our 
subject  was  reared  and  married  in  Scotland,  and 
moving  to  Ulstershire,  leased  land  and  was  actively 
engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising  there  for 
many  years.  In  1868,  he  emigrated  to  this  coun- 
try, and  bought  a  farm  in  Plainfield  Town.ship  and 
was  engaged  in  its  management.  After  the  death 
of  his  wife  he  made  his  home  with  our  subject  un- 
til his  death.  January  10,  1888,  at  the  ripe  old  age 
of  seventy-five  years.  The  maiden  name  of  the 
mother  of  our  subject  was  Margaret  Dunscath, 
aiicl  she  was  of  Scottish  birth.  She  died  at  her 
home  in  Plaiutield.  June  10,1886.  Of  their  chil- 
dren, one  died  in  Ireland,  and  seven  came  to 
America,  their  names  being  .as  follows:  Catherine, 
Maria,  Samuel,  .lane,  Margaret,  Martha  and  Robert. 
The  subject  of  this  biographical  review  was 
reared  and  educated  in  the  pLace  of  his  nativitj-. 
He  was   carlv  set  to  work  on  a  farm   and   obtaincil 
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an  excellent  knowledge  of  agriculture  in  all  its 
branches.  He  lived'witli  his  parents  until  he  wns 
twenty-two  3cars  oiil.  lunl  then  engaged  with  a 
commission  merchant  a.s  a  l)U3er  of  produce,  con- 
tinuing with  the  same  firm  until  18C8.  In  tliat 
jear  he  came  to  America,  lioiiing  to  insure  his 
prosperity  by  settling  in  this  great  Republic.  lie 
landed  at  New  York  on  the  13th  of  July,  and  com- 
ing directly  to  Illinois,  sought  and  found  employ- 
ment on  the  farm  of  J.  C.  Carpenter,  of  Kendall 
County.  lie  was  with  liini  two  years  and  the  ensu- 
ing year  was  employed  on  Judge  Caton's  farm,  and 
then  worked  Esquire  Corbin's  place  on  shares  for 
six  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  be- 
came a  landowner  in  his  own  right,  buying  a  farm 
on  section  20,  of  Rlainfield  Township.  Five  years 
later  he  sold  that  and  purchased  the  place  where  he 
now  resides.  This  farm  contains  one  hundred  and 
eighty  acres,  well  improved,  and  provided  with  a 
fine  set  of  building.s  and  all  the  appurtenances  for 
oiierating  a  farm  to  the  best  advantage. 

May  U,  18GI,  Mr.  Glasgow  was  united  in  mar- 
riage witli  Miss  Martha  Asdel,  a  native  of  the  same 
place  as  himself,  and  of  Scotch  ancestry.  They  are 
now  tiie  parents  of  ten  cliildren  :  William  J.,  Robert, 
Margaret  J.,  Samuel, Catherine,  James,  Anna, George, 
Albert  and  Edward. 

The  citizenship  of  Plainficld  received  a  worthy 
addition  when  our  subject  came  here  to  reside,  as 
he  is  a  man  of  excellent  reputation,  is  honest  and 
truthful  in  all  the  relations  that  he  sustains  toward 
others,  and  is  endowed  with  good  practical  sense 
and  an  excellent  caiiacity  for  skillful  labor,  and  the 
patience,  without  which  he  could  not  have  accom- 
plished what  he  has. 


,ip^\  TEFHEN  J.  WILLIAMS.  This  wdl- 
^>^^  known  ami  wealtliy  citizen  occupie.'^  a  line 
|ll/_l))  farm  iiu  section  31.  Dul'age  Township, 
upon  which  he  was  boi'n  September  22, 
1849.  He  was  fortunate  in  belonging  to  a  family 
possessed  of  means  snilicient  to  enable  him  to  culti- 
vate his  talents  and  develop  the  powers  of  his  mind 
at  first  class  institutions,  and  has  thevefore  obtrtincd 


a  fine  education.  The  rudiments  were  gained  in 
tiie  district  schools  of  the  home  neighborhood,  and 
when  sixteen  years  old  he  entered  the  academy  at 
Naperville,  DuPage  County,  following  a  period  of 
study  there  by  one  at  Wheaton  College. 

The  next  institution  attended  bj^  young  Williams 
was  the  Plalnfield  College  of  Will  County,  after- 
ward destroyed  113'  fire,  where  he  studied  for  a  short 
time  only,  finally  entering  the  University  of  Notre 
Dame,  at  .South  Bend,  Ind.,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1865.  The  same  year  he  was  selected 
by  Gov.  John  Madison,  of  this  State,  to  accom- 
pany the  surveying  partj-  as  assistant  leveler,  on 
the  Union  Pacific  Railroad,  between  Omaha  and 
San  Francisco.  Seven  months  were  spent  in  that 
lalioi',  then  ^Ir.  Williams  returned  to  his  home. 
His  father  at  that  time  fiwned  a  coal  mine  at  Brace- 
ville,  (;i-und\-  Coimty,  and  Stejihen  was  sent  to 
supcriMten<l  it,  which  he  did  for  two  3'ears. 

After  that  exi)erience  in  controlling  affairs,  Mr. 
Williams  returned  again  to  Will  County',  and  set- 
tled upon  the  homestead,  making  it  his  home  from 
that  (late.  He  owns  a  large  bodj'  of  laud  in  the 
county,  and  in  the  agricultural  work  to  which  he 
gives  his  attention,  and  the  rental  of  properlj',  is 
meeting  with  a  degree  of  success  that  stamps  him 
as  a  worthy  successor  of  a  father  who  was  a  fine 
lin.Mucicr. 

Mr.  Williams  has  been  twice  married,  and  is  the 
father  of  live  children,  named  respectivel}':  James, 
Thomas  C,  Maud  C,  Mary  E.  and  Jennie.  He 
has  served  as  School  Director,  and  as  Township 
Supervisor  has  acted  six  years,  satisfying  the  pub- 
lic, whose  interests  he  serves.  He  is  a  Democrat, 
and  on  the  part}'  ticket  was  nominated  in  1887  for 
the  State  Legislature,  but  defeated  by  his  opponent, 
the  Hon.  Dwight  Haven,  the  present  representa- 
tive. Probably  few,  if  any,  men  in  the  county 
have  a  better  education  than  Mr.  Williams,  or 
kee|)  better  informed  regarding  the  course  of  events 
in  this  busy  world,  and  certainly  few  cau  claim  a 
deeper  interest  in  the  advancement  of  civilization 
and  the  growth  of  the  country.  The  qualities  ex- 
hibited by  Mr. Williams  are  such  as  to  gain  respect, 
and  he  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  leading  mem- 
b(^rs  of  the  community. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were   Thomas  and 
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Susan  (Horner)  Williams,  thu  latlcr  :i  native  of 
Johnstown,  Pa.,  and  the  former  born  in  Cornwall, 
England,  about  1809.  The  father  eanic  to  America 
early  in  the  '30's,  the  first  business  in  which  he 
engageil  in  Pennsylvania  l)eing  the  pureliase  of 
llax  seed  which  he  shipped  to  England.  In  this 
venture  he  lost  all  his  money,  and  lie  therefore  re- 
turned to  his  native  land  for  further  funds  that 
were  supplied  him  by  his  father.  I'or  about  two 
years  Mr.  Williams  was  foreman  in  an  imn  mine  in 
Irelaml,  after  which  he  returned  tii  the  I'nited 
States,  and  came  direct  to  Illinois,  this  being  in 
1836. 

The  work  then  undertaken  by  .Air.  Thomas  \\  ill- 
iams  w.as  the  construction  of  a  portion  of  the  Illi- 
nois and  Michigan  Canal,  in  Will  County,  one  and 
a  fourth  miles  being  built  by  him.  He  then  became 
a  contractor  for  railroad  construction  in  this  .State 
and  Wisconsin,  continuing  thus  engaged  until  1850, 
when  he  followed  the  great  tide  that  was  setting 
westward  to  the  Pacific  slope.  lie  secured  the  con- 
tract for  the  levee  around  San  Francisco,  making 
considerable  money  on  the  job.  ami  returning  to 
Illinois  in  18.")2,  resumed  railroad  contracting 
herein. 

In  1841;  the  family  of  Mr.  Williams  had  settled 
on  the  farm  now  occupied  bj'  the  son,  our  subject, 
and  some  time  in  the  'CO's  the  father  abandoned 
his  former  line  of  labor,  and  devoted  himself  to 
home  life  thereon,  remaining  constantly  with  his 
family  until  called  hence,  October  II.  1881.  Ills 
reputation  was  not  confined  to  the  county  of  which 
he  was  considered  one  of  the  most  public-spirited 
citizens,  but  extended  throughout  the  State  and 
even  beyond  its  borders,  his  contracts  having  been 
honorably  carried  out,  and  the  worknianshi])  upon 
them  having  stood  the  test  for  strength  an<l  dura- 
bility. He  was  a  bidder  for  the  tunnel  that  supjilics 
Chicago  with  water — the  first  to  the  crib — but 
Messrs.  Fox  (fe  Howard  had  a  few  dollars  the  ad- 
vantage of  him  and  secured  it. 

Mr.  Williams  had  served  as  Supervis<u-  of  Du 
Page  Township  six  years,  with  credit  to  himself 
and  his  constituents.  But  a  few  days  before  liis 
decease  he  was  nominated  on  the  Democratic  ticket 
for  the  .State  Legislature,  and  it  is  (piite  prolialde 
that  he  would  have  been  elected  bad  not  his  career 


been  cut  short  by  death.  He  was  interred  with 
the  solemn  rites  of  the  iNIasonic  fraternity,  with 
which  he  had  long  been  identified,  lie  was  a 
niend)er  of  the  E|)iscopal  Church.  In  every  move- 
ment tliat  promised  to  benefit  the  community  be 
biM'e  an  active  part.  The  excellent  education  be 
had  received,  combined  with  pre-eminent  business 
ability,  made  bim  a  successful  financier,  and  his 
liberal  spirit  inclined  him  to  assist  churches  and 
other  bodies  in  their  work  to  improve  society. 

Mrs.  Thomas  Williams  departed  this  life  in 
1S7'.).  Of  the  nine  children  comprising  the  family 
of  the  worthy  couple,  the  only  survivors  are  our 
subject  and  his  sister  Susan,  widow  of  Frederick 
Ilaney.  who  lives  in  Brighton  Park,  Cook   Couiitv. 


5ENRV  S.  liUOCKWAY.  Among  the  work- 
j  ers  in  handii-rafl  in  the  Ihriving  city  of 
.lolict,  none  better  deserve  mention  in  a 
volume  of  this  description  than  H.  S.  Brock- 
way.  He  was  born  in  Chemung,  N.  Y.,  being  a 
son  of  Edniiiud  and  Kli/abcth  (Shoemaker)  lliock- 
way,  both  of  whom  were  likewise  natives  of  the 
ICmpiic  Sl.ate.  The  father  was  born  .lanuary  l'D, 
1811,  and  the  mother  in  Febi-iiaiy.  1 8 1  7.  Tlicv 
removed  to  Kendall  ( 'ounly .  I II.,  in  1  sriTi,  and  after 
a  time  chan^cil  their  location  to  Crant  Township, 
Buena  Vista  County,  low.i,  where  the  husband  and 
father  engaged  in  tarming  until  his  death.  May  30, 
188').     The  mother  died  in  November,  1851. 

The  natal  d.ay  of  him  of  whom  we  wrile  was  Oc- 
tober 1.  1«11,  and  he  is  the  eldest  son  in  a  family 
coinpiising  seven  children.  Having  accompanied 
his  father  to  the  Pr.airie  State  in  1855,  he  attended 
the  public  schools  and  afterward  entered  Clark 
Seuiiiiary  in  Aurora,  wlicrc  he  comijlctcd  his  stlid- 
ies.  He  began  his  career  in  life  as  a  farmer,  but 
after  a  lirief  period  devoted  to  agriculture  learned 
the  tratle  of  a  carpenter  and,  coming  to  .loliet,  be- 
gan active  business  as  a  contractor  and  builder. 

.Manj-  beautiful  buildings  that  are  ornaments  to 
the  city  have  been  put  u|)  by  him.  among  them  be- 
ing the  Campbell  and  Stevens  Blocks,  the  elevator 
and    the    residences    of   .laiius    Ashlcv  and   W.  S. 
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Brooks.  He  is  a  man  of  the  strictest  integrity, 
punctual  in  the  smallest  details  of  his  engaoenients 
anil  reliable  in  word  and  deed.  He  therefore  en- 
joys tiie  marked  esteem  of  his  fellow-men  and  the 
sincere  fiiendship  of  those  intimately  acquainted 
with  liis  worth  of  character. 

At  the  head  of  the  cozy  home  on  Sherman  Street 
is  a  lady  of  housewifely  skill  and  fine  character, 
l)etwoen  whom  and  our  subject  the  rites  of  wedlocK 
were  celebrated  November  13,  1878.  She  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Nettie  E.  McCowan,  is  a  native  of 
this  county  and  a  daughter  of  parents  who  helped 
to  subdue  the  prairie  and  are  yet  living  as  examples 
of  the  sturdy  yeomanry  of  pioneer  days.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Brockwaj'  two  sturd}'  sons  have  been 
born:  Henry  S.,  whose  natal  daj'  was  April  28, 
1  884,  and  Jay  McCowan,  who  opened  his  eyes  to 
Ihc  light  January  5,  1886.  Mr.  Brockway  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Richards  Street  Methodist 
iOpiscopal  Church. 


^^  ABRIEL  NOEL.  On  a  fertile  and  well-de- 
!|[  ,_-,  vcloped  farm  consistii;g  of  two  hundred 
^^^  and  twenty  acres  on  section  0,  Jackson 
Townshii),  Mr.  Noel  pursues  the  even  tenor  of  his 
wav.  gaining  the  good  will  of  his  fellows  and  win- 
ning maintenance  from  the  soil.  He  was  born  in 
Porlsmoulh,  Oliio,  July  2,  1820,  and  grew  to  man- 
hood on  his  father's  farm,  the  parent  adding  the 
control  of  a  saw-mill  to  his  farm  labor. 

When  twenty-seven  3'ears  old  our  subject  came 
to  Will  County,  111.,  and  on  October  15,  1847,  was 
married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  D.  Zarley,  daughter  of 
tiic  late  Reason  Zarley  and  his  good  wife.  (See 
sketch  of  J.  C.  Zarley).  Tills  lad}'  was  born  in 
ihis  county  November  22,  1830,  is  well  educated, 
(•:i]iablc  and  of  fine  character.  The  union  has  re- 
sulted in  the  birth  of  twelve  children,  of  whom  five 
died  in  infancy.  The  living  are  Albert  E.  and  Er- 
vin  R.,  farmers  in  Jackson  Townsliip;  Calvin  Z., 
clerk  in  the  Hotel  Royal;  Elvis  C..  in  the  stone 
business  in  Chase  County,  Kan.;  Susie  E.,  wife  of 
1-.  H.  Lineberger,  of    Peotone;    Rose    M.,  wife    of 


C.  W.  Table,  of  Jackson  Township,  and  Frank  G., 
still  at  home. 

Mr.  Noel  has  been  Road  Commissioner  and  held 
the  various  school  offices.  In  politics  he  is  a  Re- 
publican, and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  Universal- 
ists  in  religious  belief.  Farming  has  been  the  chief 
occupation  of  Mr.  Noel  since  bo3'hood  and  he  shows 
a  thorough  understanding  of  the  business.  His  es- 
tate bears  excellent  improvements,  and  good  cheer 
abounds  within  the  dwelling,  whose  occupants  are 
held  in  good  repute  b^-  all  who  know  them. 


-i^ 


LVIN  J.  KIN(t.  an  honored  resident  of 
Plainficld,  was  born  in  Collins,  Erie 
ll'  County,  N.  Y.,  May  13,  1824.  He  came 
[Q^J  of  sterling  New  England  stock,  his  father, 
Allen  King,  having  been  a  native  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  his  grandfather,  Nathan  King,  who  was  a 
soldier  of  the  Revolutionar}'  War,  is  also  supposed 
to  have  been  born  in  the  same  State.  He  removed 
fr(jm  Rhode  Island  to  Vermont,  and  was  an  early 
pioneer  of  the  town  of  Danby,  in  Rutland  Countj-. 
He  resided  thereuntil  1811,  and  again  became  a 
pioneer,  moving  with  an  ox  team  to  Erie  County, 
N.  Y.  He  bought  land  of  the  Holland  Purchase 
Company  in  tiie  town  of  Holland,  and  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days  there. 

The  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
reared  and  married  in  Vermont  and  made  the  re- 
moval to  Erie  County,  a  few  months  before  his  (a- 
ther.  He  boughta  tractof  wild  land  in  the  primeval 
forests  in  the  town  of  Collins,  obtaining  his  patent 
from  the  Holland  Purchase  Company.  His  fii'st 
work  was  to  build  a  log  house  for  the  shelter  of  his 
family,  and  he  then  entered  upon  the  hard  task  of 
clearing  a  farm  from  the  wilderness.  He  felled  the 
timber  from  quite  a  tract,  and  then  sold  it  at  an  ad- 
vance, and  bought  again,  and  he  tluis  made  three  or 
four  changes  in  the  ensuing  years,  selling  so  as  to 
make  money  each  time,  and  was  a  resident  of  Erie 
County  until  his  death.  Tiie  maiden  name  of  his 
wife  was  Virginia  Thom|)son,  and  she  was  born  in 
Westmoreland  County.  X.  II.  Her  father,  Joseph 
Thompson  was  asoldier  in  the  Revolutionary  AVar, 


poinuArr  and  bioorapiiical  Ai>r.rM. 


737 


and  two  of  his  sons  served  with  liini'in  tlie  battle 
of  Saratocja.  He  was  a  farmer  and  spent  liis  last 
years  in  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.  His  wife  spent  her 
last  years  with  a  daughter  in  tlie  town  of   Collins. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  his  native  town,  and  resided  there  until 
1H5.').  He  boughta  farm  and  was  actively  engaged 
in  its  cidtivation  until  the  year  mentioned,  when  he 
sold  it,  and  coming  to  Hlinois,  located  in  McHenrj- 
County,  buying  a  farm  in  Seneca  Township.  He 
carried  on  farming  and  stock-raising  with  g(jod  suc- 
cess until  1882,  when  he  sold  his  place  there,  and 
coming  to  Plainfield,  bought  where  he  now  resides 
and  is  living  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  comfortable 
competence  that  his  industry  has  brought  him. 

Mr.  King  was  married  in  1 810,  to  Su.san  A.  South- 
worth.  She  was  born  in  Chautauqua  Countj',  in 
the  town  of  Sheridan,  N.  Y.,  a  daugiiler  of  Epiphias 
and  Hannah  Southworth.  Three  children  have 
blessed  their  marriage  to  tliem  :  George  M..  a  res- 
ident of  AVoodstock;  Mrs.  Robert  Graves,  of  Plain- 
field  ;  and  John  M.,  who  lives  in  Woodstock.  .Mr. 
and  Mrs.  King  are  members  of  the  I'niversalist  so- 
ciety and  for  their  great  personal  worth  are  held  in 
high  esteem  by  the  people  among  whom  they 
have  come  to  make  their  home  in  their  declining 
vcars. 


EDWARD  ETHERHJGE  isacitizen  of  whom 
Joliet  may  well    be   proud,  his   life    having 
been    marked    by    uprightness,  faithfulness 

and  industr}'.  He  has  won  the  attention  of  em- 
ploj'ers  b\'  the  manner  in  which  he  has  i)erformed 
the  work  before  him  and  shown  that  his  was  not 
eye  service  alone  but  was  prompted  by  a  sense  of 
duty  and  self-respect.  He  was  born  in  Woreester- 
sliire,  England,  in  which  his  parents  also  opened 
their  eyes  to  the  light  of  day  and  wherein  they  died 
at  advanced  ages.  The  father  was  one  of  twentj'- 
two  children,  and  worked  at  the  trade  of  a  brick- 
layer. 

He  of  whom  we  write,  learned  the  trade  of  his  fa- 
ther at  an  early  age  and  liecaine  a  master  workman. 
He  came  to  America,  landing  at  Purtland,  Me.,  ami 
from  there  to  Chicago.  111.,  rcai'liing  the  latter  city 


April  1,  1872.  On  tlie  1th  of  June  following  he 
came  to  Joliet  and  at  once  entered  tiie  employ  of 
tlie  Joliet  .Steel  Company  with  which  he  continued 
until  1871.  He  then  went  to  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  be- 
coming an  employe  in  IJraddoek's  Steel  Works. 
On  severing  that  connection  he  went  to  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  where  he  .assisted  in  the  construction  of  the 
l)last  furnaces  of  the  J.as.  Green  Iron  Works. 

Mr.  Etheridge  next  returned  to  Joliet,  but  after 
a  brief  period  went  to  Crystal  City,  Mo.,  coming 
again  to  Joliet  by  request  atid  making  the  connec- 
tion that  has  not  since  been  severed,  except  for  a 
short  time  in  1877,  when  the  mills  were  closed  on 
account  of  the  financial  panic.  During  the  vears 
in  which  he  has  sojourned  here,  Mr.  Etheridge  has 
assisted  in  the  erection  of  all  the  structures  that  go 
to  make  up  the  s[)lendi(l  plant  of  the  Illinois  Steel 
Company. 

The  pleasant  home  of  Mr.  Etheridge  is  presided 
over  b}'  an  estimable  woman  whose  many  virtues 
and  graces  of  mind  and  heart  endear  her  to  a  large 
circle  of  friends.  .She  was  known  in  her  maiden- 
hood as  Miss  Eliza  Sawyer,  and  is  a  native  of  the 
Mother  Countr}-,  in  which  her  wedding  took  pl.acc 
in  1866.  She  is  the  mother  of  four  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Sarah  is  married  and  lives  in  Joliet;  George, 
an  estimable  and  industrious  j'oung  man,  is  now  in 
Chicago;  Martha  and  .lames  are  still  at  home.  Mr. 
Etheridge  is  devoted  to  his  home  and  its  attractions 
are  foremost  in  his  eyes.  He  belongs  to  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  and  worships  at  the  Ottawa  Street 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  is  an  excellent 
citizen,  interested  in  all^that  tends  to  advance  the 
prosperity  of  his  chosen  home. 


JT^^HEODORK  M.  II.  STARMAXX  is  the  fifth 
/fe.  son  and  cliild  of  .lurgen  F.  and  Amelia 
V^^  Starniann,  his  father  being  a  well-known 
farmer  and  stockman  of  Manliatlan  Township. 
The  young  gentleman  is  one  of  the  promising 
business  men  of  the  town  of  the  same  name,  in 
which  he  opened  an  establishment  for  the  sale  of 
agricultural  implements  in  the  spring  of  1889.  He 
has  already    manifested  good  business  qualitii'S  anri 
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a  degree'of  enterprise  which  ^ives  bright  prospects 
for  his  future  success.  He  is  popular  in  society, 
having  a  pleasing    manner  and    great  intelligence. 

The  parentsof  our  subject  were  born  in  Holslein, 
Germany,  and  resided  in  the  Fatherland  until  1869, 
when  with  their  family'  they  emigrated  to  America, 
locatingfin  Jollet,  111.  After  reaching  manhood 
Mr.  Starmann  dealt  in  grain  for  some  3^ears,but  for 
two  years  prior  to  his  removal  to  America  he  had 
been  occupied  as  a  teamster.  After  settling  in  .Toi- 
let he  pursued  various  employments,  working  in 
a  stone  quarry,  the  roller  mills,  etc.,  until  1873, 
when  he  rented  land  in  Manhattan  Township  and 
began  tilling  the  soil.  After  having  operated 
rented  property  four  j'ears  he  bought  eighty  acres 
near  the  northern  line  of  the  township  and  a  few 
years  later  purchased  eighty  acres  in  New  Lenox 
Townsl)ip,  which  bordered  on  the  Manhattan  line. 
He  established  his  home  upon  his  new  purchase, 
where  he  is  still  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-rais- 
ing. A  third  purchase  of  eiglit}'  acres  was  made, 
this  tract  being  in  Manhattan  Township,  and  he 
therefore  now  possesses  three  well-improved  farms, 
comprising  tvvo  hundred  and  forty  acres.  He  is 
a  Republican  ami  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  His  reputation  is  most  excellent  and  his 
son  is  fortunate  in  having  him  as  a  backer  in  his 
own  enterprise. 

The  parental  family  cdniprises  eight  children,  as 
follows:  Jurgen  is  a  teamster  in  Manhattan;  John 
is  decreased  jGustav us  is  farming  on  the  homestead  ; 
Edward  is  also  on  the  home  farm;  the  next  is  our 
subject;  the  younger  brothers  and  sisters  are; 
Peter,  Catherine  and  Amelia,  who  are  still  under 
the  parental  roof. 

Theodore  Starmann  o|)ened  his  eyes  to  the  light 
of  day  in  Holstein,  German}',  .Tanuary  IG,  18G8. 
The  next  year  he  was  brought  to  America  and  .lol- 
iet  was  the  scene  of  his  earliest  recollections.  He 
was  reared  in  tiiat  city  to  tiie  age  of  five  years 
when  his  parents  removed  to  the  farm  in  Manhat- 
tan Township.  Upon  it  and  the  one  in  New  Lenox 
Township,  the  lad  was  reared  to  manhood,  having 
the  advantages  of  the  public  schools  and  learning 
the  rudiments  of  farming.  He  remained  with  his 
father  until  he  became  of  age.  when  his  t.astes 
having  led  him  to  desire    a  mercantile    career,    he 


opened  the  establishment  over  which  he  now  pre- 
sides. The  building  which  he  occupies  is  owned 
by  his  father  and  under  its  roof  will  be  found  a 
good  assortment  of  farm  implements  and  machines, 
including  Deering  binders  and  Garr  Scott  threshers 
and  likewise  carriages  and  wagons.  Mr.  Starmann 
has  also  bought  his  brother  Edward's  stock  of  liq- 
uors and  cigars  and  after  July  1,  will  also  be  en- 
gaged in  the  sale  of  them.  He  is  a  true-blue  Re- 
publican and  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
in  Joliet. 


ORRIS  UMSTED.  This  county  is  famous 
'  for  the  richness  of  its  soil,  and  for  its 
,  many  farms  that  are  scarcely  exceeded  in 
production  and  the  value  of  their  improvements 
by  that  of  any  other  section  of  our  fair  land,  and 
this  gentleman  is  represented  in  this  volume  as  the 
fortunate  owner  of  a  large  farm  in  Wesley  Town- 
ship, that  compares  favorably'  with  any  in  this  lo- 
cality. 

Our  subject  was  born  April  30,  1819,  to  Bazil 
and  Julia  Ann  (Haynes)  Urasted,  natives  of  Ohio. 
The  father  was  born  in  Ross  County.  His  family 
oiiginated  in  Pennsylvania  and  were  early  set- 
tleiB  of  C»hio,  where  he  was  reared  and  married  and 
himself  and  wife  were  life-long  residents  there,  he 
dying  in  1851,  and  she  in  1890.  They  were  par- 
ents of  six  children,  five  of  whom  are  now  living. 
Their  son  Norris  was  bred  to  the  life  of  a  farmer, 
and  received  a  good  common-school  education. 
At  seventeen  years  of  age  lie  began  life  for  himself 
and  was  employed  on  a  farm  until  twenty-one, 
when  he  became  the  owner  of  the  old  homestead 
that  had  been  his  birthplace.  He  farmed  at  good 
advantage  for  several  j'ears  and  then  decided  to 
try  agriculture  in  this  State,  and  in  1871,  bought 
his  present  farm  in  Wesley  Township.  He  now 
has  two  hundred  and  fort3'-two  acres  of  as  fertile 
farming  land  as  is  to  be  found  in  this  section  of 
the  country,  all  lying  together  and  under  excel- 
lent improvement.  He  has  wrought  many  changes 
since  taking  possession  of  the  farm,  that  have  greatly 
increased  its  value,  and  has  on  it  substantial  build- 
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ings  which  he  has  allured  and  made  more  conve- 
nient for  Ins  use.  He  carries  on  niixoil  farniiiiLT. 
raising  good  crops  and  luniuu'  his  farm  well  stocked 
with  standard  gratles  of  cattle. 

He  was  married  May  1  1.  1S70.  to  ^Hss  Mar!j;arct 
Foley,  a  dauglitcr  of  diaries  l'"(iley.  Her  father 
was  a  native  of  Irelanc].  canio  to  this  (-(mntry  with 
his  wife  when  quite  young,  and  they  are  now  res- 
idents of  ( )liio.  The  home  circle  of  imr  sulijccl 
and  his  wife  comprises  six  eliildren,  as  follows: 
Annie.  Nellie.  Minnie.  Kdward.  Margaret  ami 
Retlia,  four  of  whom  are  now  attending  school  in 
this  district,  and  their  father  intends  to  give  them 
good  educational  advantages.  Mv.  and  Mrs.  Vm- 
sted  have  lost  two  from  their  little  tlock.  Mrs. 
I'msted  is  a  worthy  woman  and  a  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Catholic  Church  at  Wilmington. 

In  the  prosecution  of  his  labors  Mr.  Umsted  has 
sIkiwii  a  practical  knowledge  of  his  calling  and  has 
exliiliiled  sufiicient  foresiglit  and  discretion  to  ac- 
quire a  competency.  He  has  :\  [ileasant,  obliging 
illsposltion  and  his  willingness  to  lend  a  heliiing 
hand  to  anj'one  in  trouble  has  won  him  the  estcnii 
of  this  community'  where  he  cnme  to  estalilisli  a 
home  nearly  twenty  years  ago.  For  the  last  ti'ii 
years  he  has  taken  an  active  part  in  local  educa- 
tional matters  and  as  School  Director  f<,ir  his  dis- 
trict has  done  what  he  could  to  procure  the  Ijcst 
of  schooling  for  the  children  of  the  neighborhood. 
He  takes  an  interest  In  the  political  issues  of  the 
day  and  votes  the  Republican  ticket. 


f|/_^  ENRV  CLAY  CA.SSKDAY.  The  subject 
|r  ji;  of  this  notice  is  one  of  a  prominent  family 
JW^  in  Will  County,  and  the  son  of  George  W. 
'^J)  Casseday,  who  emigrated  to  Paris,  HI.,  in 
1824,  and  came  to  .loliet  M.ay  10,  1850.  He  be- 
came well-to-do,  financially,  and  was  the  owner  of 
p.bout  four  hundred  acres  of  land,  running  from  the 
Michigan  Central  cnt-olT  to  the  Illinois  .Steel 
Works,  and  thence  to  the  canal  north  of  the  old 
city  limits.  The  family  residence  is  a  line  large 
structure,  occupying  No.   lOd.")  .bickson  .Street,  and 


with    its    surroundings  forms  one  of  the  most  at- 
tractive homes  In  the  city. 

(icorge  W.  Casscilay  was  born  Dcccmlicr  1, 
l^^o:!.  about  nine  miles  from  the  Natural  Uridine, 
Bedford  County.  \:i.  He  there  grew  to  man's 
estate,  and  subsequently  removed  with  his  parents 
to  Troy.  Ohio.  On  the  13tli  of  January,  1824,  he 
was  married  U)  Miss  Delilah  Murphy.  This  lady 
was  a  native  of  his  own  county,  and  born  July  6, 
li~!0(j.  She  went  with  her  parents  to  Troy,  Ohio, 
wIk'ii  quite  young,  where  she  was  reared  to  woman- 
hood. After  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Casseday  re- 
moved to  Paris,  111.,  from  there  to  Danville,  and 
finally  to  Joliet,  May  10,  1850. 

The  father  of  our  subject  upon  coming  to  this 
County  licgan  dealing  in  real  estate,  and  became 
owner  of  a  large  amount  of  land  in  Illinois.  He 
held  the  most  of  this  u|)  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
wbicli  occurred  July  2.1.  18G3.  He  laid  out  all 
that  part  of  Joliet  lying  north  of  J.ackson  Street 
and  extending  to  the  city  limits,  this  being  known 
as  Casseday's  Addition.  He  was  not  a  politician, 
with  the  exception  of  voting  first  the  Whig  and 
later  the  Reiiubllcan  ticket.  His  religious  views 
coincided  with  the  doctrine  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
c<Hial  Church,  in  which  be  iicld  the  various  offices 
and  assisted  substantially  in  the  erection  of  the 
chuicli  Ijuilding  at  Joliet. 

The  widowed  mother  is  still  living  a'  the  old 
homestead  in  this  city.  The  l\ve  children  born  to 
her  and  her  husband  were  named  resiiectlvely : 
David,  Maria  L.,  Henry  Clay,  Harriet  N.  and 
Mary  F.  David  was  born  July  C>,  1826,  in  Paris. 
111.,  and  attained  to  manhood  in  Danville;  he  was 
a  youth  piously  inclined,  and  at  an  early  age  be- 
gan to  study  for  the  ministry.  He  joined  the  Illi- 
nois Conference,  and  after  the  removal  of  the  fam- 
ily from  Danville  became  connected  with  the  Rock 
River  Conference,  with  which  he  remained  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  Ma;jif>5,  1862.  He  spent  his 
last  days  at  the  home  of  his  mother  in  Joliet.  Dur- 
ing the  latter  years  of  his  life  he  was  the  Presiding 
Elder  of  Galena  District.  He  first  married  Miss 
Rowena  Welch,  of  PerrysvlUe,  Ind.,  and  she  bore 
him  two  sons — George  E.  and  David  W.  For  his 
second  wife  David  married  Miss  Ellen  M.  Hong, 
of    Plainfield,    November    23,    1853,  and    of    this 
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union  there  was  born  one  son,  now  Dr.  F.  F.  Casse- 
day,wlio  received  bis  literary  education  in  tlie  North- 
western University  at  Evanston,  from  which  lie 
was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  Later  he 
prosecuted  his  medical  studies  at  the  Homeopathic 
Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  and  is  now  a  prac- 
ticing physician  of  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Maria  L.  Casseday  married  ^Nlilton  Partlow,  of 
Danville,  and  became  tiie  raotlier  of  five  children; 
she  is  now  deceased.  Harriet  N.  married  Elias 
Tyler  and  removed  to  California,  where  she  died 
January  17,  1877;  Mary  E.  became  the  wife  of 
John  Durham,  and  they  are  now  living  in  Dan- 
ville. III.;  Henry  Clay,  our  subject,  was  born 
June  •2-2,  1831,  at  Paris,  111.,  and  is  still  unmarried. 
He  completed  his  education  in  Joliet,  and  has  since 
been  his  mother's  mainstay,  looking  after  the  old 
homestead  and  the  business  connected  with  the  es- 
tate. During  the  Civil  War  he  enlisted,  in  18G1, 
in  Company  B,  Twentieth  Illinois  Infantry,  and 
went  with  his  regiment  to  Cairo.  He  was  Assis- 
tant Quartermaster,  and  participated  in  the  battle 
of  Fredericktown,  .Mo.,  also  in  the  engagement  at 
Springfield,  the  same  State.  At  the  end  of  six 
months  he  received  his  honorable  discharge,  and  is 
now  one  of  the  most  honored  members  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  Politically,  he  is  a 
Republican.  His  portrait,  together  with  that  of  his 
esteemed  father,  will  be  noticed  in  connection  with 
this  sketch.  Mr.  Casseday  is  a  man  of  unassuming 
demeanor,  quiet  and  retired  in  his  habits,  and 
enjoys  the  confidence  of  a   large  circle  of  friends. 


^^ 


fSp^  TANTON  LYNK.  It  is  a  worthy  ambition 
^^^  which  makes  a  man  jealous  for  the  rcputa- 
\>^^J  l^'""  o^  his  town  or  lownship  and  incites 
him  to  contribute  his  moral  and  substantial 
aid  to  the  enterprises  calculated  for  its  progress, 
socially,  morall.y  and  financially.  Mr.  Lynk  has 
distinguished  himself  in  this  direction  in  a  marked 
degree  and  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  most  use- 
ful members  of  his  community.  At  the  same  time 
his  personal  interests  and  (he  comfort  of  his  family 
have  kept  pace  with  his  public  benefactions  and  we 


find  him  in  possession  of  all  that  makes  life  desir- 
able— a  pleasant  home  and  a  competence  for  his  de- 
clining }'ears.  He  has  been  accompanied  for  many 
years  on  his  life  journey  by  one  of  the  most  esti- 
mable of  ladies  who  shares  with  her  husband  the 
respect  of  the  community. 

A  native  of  Columbia  Count}-,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Lynk 
was  born  October  7,  1834,  and  came  to  Illinois  with 
his  father  in  18.52,  and  has  since  maintained  his  resi- 
dence in  New  Lenox  Townshi|).  He  was  reared  to 
habits  of  industrj'  and  economy-  which  have  served 
liim  well  all  through  life,  and  his  education  was  such 
as  was  to  be  obtained  in  the  common  school.  He 
worked  with  his  father  on  the  farm  until  a  man  of 
twenty -six  years  and  then  took  unto  himself  a  wife 
.a7id  helpmate.  Miss  Isabella  Doig,the  wedding  being 
celebrated  at  the  bride's  home  in  Homer  Township, 
July  C>,  1H56.  After  his  marriage  he  continued  to 
reside  at  the  old  homestead  of  which  he  is  now  the 
owner  and  which  comprises  two  hundred  acres  of 
choice  land  with  first-class  improvements. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lynk  there  have  been  born  a 
family  of  six  children,  the  eldest  of  whom  a  daugh- 
ter, Jnaet,  is  the  wife  of  AbelBliss,  of  'Sen  Lenox 
Township;  Zachariah  W.  married  Miss  Cornelia 
Finch  and  lives  in  Nebraska;  Adelia  is  the  wife  of 
"Walter  Rowley,  of  Homer  Township;  Everette  S. ; 
Evalenaand  Erwin  remain  at  home  with  their  par- 
ents. Mr.  Lynk  has  been  exceeding!}'  careful  in 
the  education  of  his  children  who,  after  leaving  the 
district  school,  completed  their  studies  in  the  high 
schools  of  Joliet  and  Englewood.  In  politics,  Mr. 
Lj'nk  votes  independently  and  has  never  sought 
ofiice,  simpl}'  serving  at  one  period  as  Highway 
Commissioner. 

Zachariah  W.  Lynk,  the  father  of  our  subject, was 
born  March  21,  1790,  in  Columbia  County,  N.  Y. 
He  was  reared  to  manhood  in  that  county  and  was 
married  to  Miss  Sarah  Hardy. who  was  born  Septem- 
ber IG,  1800,  and  reared  not  far  from  the  early 
home  of  her  husband.  They  were  married  in  Co- 
lumbia County  and  thence  removed  to  Madison 
County.  N.  Y.,  where  they  settled  upon  a  farm.  In 
the  spring  of  1852,  they  decided  upon  seeking  their 
fortunes  in  the  Prairie  State  and  accordingly  com- 
ing to  tills  county,  settled  on  a  farm  on  section  4, 
New  Lenox  Township,   where    they   spent    the    re- 
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lutiinder  of  their  days.  The  mother  passed  awaj- 
.Tamiaiy  8,  I860.  Mr.  Lynk  survived  his  wife  over 
eijriiteen  years,  his  deatii  taliing  place  April  8,  1878. 

iS'ine  tiiildron  were  born  to  the  parents  of  our 
sulijeet  and  he  was  the  eiglith  in  order  of  l)irlh. 
His  sister  Sarali  heeanie  the  wife  of  P'ranli  Mesirk. 
and  died  at  her  home  June  IG,  l.s77;  Peter  dietl 
in  Iowa  in  1870;  Ann  M.  is  llie  wife  of  Tiiomas 
Doig  of  New  I^enox  Towusliip;  Williani  is  retired 
fnitn  active  labor  and  living  quietly  in  the  village 
of  New  Lenox;  Sylvanus  lives  in  Marslialltowu, 
Iowa;  Louis  lives  in  Florida;  Norman  is  a  resident 
of  this  county  ;  Catherine  P.  is  the  wife  of  Addison 
Collins  of  New  Lenox  Township. 

Mrs.  Lynk  was  born  November  '.K  I8.">G.  in  Piiila- 
delphia.  Pa.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Andrew,  Sr.,  and 
Isafiella  (Fife)  Doig,  both  of  whom  are  natives  of 
Scotland  and  who  are  rei)resented  on  another  page 
in  this  .Vi.r.iM.  Tliey  came  to  Will  County  in  1847, 
and  settled  in  Homer  Township  where  the  mother 
died  M:iy  1.  IMOl.  Mr.  Doig  departed  this  life  in 
New  Lenox  Townshii),  February  17.  l.s,S7.  Their 
fniniiy  consisted  of  ten  children,  of  whom  l\Irs. 
Lynk  was  next  to  the  youngest. 


tON.  CHARLES  li.  (JARNSFY.  .Judge  of 
the  County  Court  of  Will  County,  w.as 
elected  to  the  ofllce  he  now  holds  in  1882, 
and  at  the  conclusion  of  his  first  term  of 
office,  in  1886,  was  re-elected.  He  was  born  in  Liv- 
ingston Countj",  N.  y.,  October  25,  1842,  and  is  a 
son  of  N.  E.  and  Emily  Garnsc}-.  The  father  was  a 
native  of  Saratoga  County,  but  was  educated  in 
Massachusetts  and  adopted  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing. Judge  Clarnsey  came  to  Will  County-  in  Maj-, 
18.')',t,  and  has  practically  made  Joliet  his  home  ever 
since.  His  literary  education  w.as  obtained  in  the 
East,  and  his  legal  studies  pursued  at  the  Chicago 
Law  School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  ISG2. 
He  entered  the  One  Hundredth  Illinois  Infantry, 
July  30,  1862,  and  served  throuuli  the  war,  willi 
his  command. 

In  1865  Mr.  Garnsey  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of 
this  State,  and  at  once  entered    upon   the    iiractice 


of  his  profession  in  the  city  where  he  has  since 
practiced  continually.  In  1877  he  became  asso- 
ciated with  A.  F.  Knox,  under  the  style  of  Garn- 
sey  i^-  Knox,  tlie  partnership  still  existing.  He 
was  Corporation  Counsel  of  the  city  of  Joliet  for 
two  years. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  Wilmington,  No- 
vember 4.  1SG7,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Henderson. 
Mrs.  Garnsey,  who  is  an  educated  and  refined  wo- 
man, is  a  daughter  of  John  1).  Henderson,  an  old 
merchant  of  Wilmington,  wlio  Is  still  living  In  that 
town.  They  have  two  sons — John  II.  and  C.  B., 
Jr.,  bolii  of  whom  are  now  in  school  and  will  re- 
ceive excellent  educational  advantages  as  they  ad- 
vance in  years  and  knowledge.  Judge  Garnsey 
belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternit}',  being  a  member 
of  Joliet  Commander}^,  No.  4. 


if/_,  ON.  HENRY  H.  STASSEN,  Clerk  of  the 
ijji'i  Court  of  Will  County,  has  faithfully  dis- 
JW^    charged  the  duties  of  this  position  for  the 

(((£))  past  three  years  with  credit  to  himself  and 
satisfaction  to  all  concerned.  He  has  just  passed 
his  fifty-second  birthda3-,  having  been  born  March 
2,  I808,  and  is  a  native  of  the  Grand  Duchy  of 
Oldenburg,  Germany,  the  parental  home  at  that 
time  lieing  in  the  town  of  Westrum,  Jeverlaud. 
His  father.  Harm  II.  Stassen,  was  also  born  in  Jev- 
erlaud, Septemljer  15, 1«05.  He  learned  shoemaking 
ill  early  manhood  and  was  married  to  Miss  Metta 
Ulriciis.  To  them  were  born  nine  children  in 
(ierinany.  of  whom  Henry  H..  our  subjrct,  was  the 
third.  Tlie  family  emigrated  to  America  in  1854 
landing  in  Monee,  this  counly.  on  the  27th  of  June. 
Tlie  household  then  included  four  children,  five  of 
thein  having  died  in  infancy.  Maria  E.  died  when 
forty-six  years  old;  Metta  became  the  wife  of 
Christian  Sli:a<ler  and  removed  to  Kansas,  where 
she  died;  Mina  is  the  wife  of  Freilerick  Peters,  of  " 
New  Baden,  Tex. 

The  elder  Stassen  followed  his  trade  two  years 
after  coming  to  this  country,  and  then  settled  on  a 
farm  near  Monee.  Henry  II.  also  learned  shoemak- 
ing. at  which  he  worked    until   he  arrived   in   this 
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country.  The  father  died  November  16,  1886,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-one  years.  The  mother  passed 
away  over  twenty  years  prior  to  the  decease  of  her 
husband,  her  death  tailing  place  Septenaber  3,  18G5, 
when  she  was  fifty-three  years  old,  she  having  been 
born  Marcli  11,  1808.  lioth  were  members  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutlicran  Church,  a  congregation  of 
which  the  father  assisted  in  organizing  in  18.")6  in 
Monee,  111.,  and  to  the  siip|iort  of  whit'li  he  re- 
mained a  lilicral  contributor.  He  renilered  sub- 
stantial aid  ill  the  erection  of  the  church  edifice  and 
from  liisl  to  last  maintained  a  warm  interest  in  the 
welfare  and  advancement  of  the  society.  He  east 
his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln  in 
1860,  together  with  his  son,  our  suliject.  anil  lioth 
from  that  time  furw.'ud  ga\e  Iheir  allegiance  to 
the  Rcpublic.-m  party. 

The  sul>jcct  of  this  notice  learned  shoemaking  in 
his  native  land,  and  u|;on  coming  to  America  at 
once  changed  that  orcupation  for  farming.  Dur- 
ing the  month  t>f  .Inly  which  folhiwed  lie  worked 
for  ^4  and  li:s  board.  In  1.S65  he  returned  to  his 
native  country  ((iermany)  and  on  the  4lh  of  Feb 
ruary,  1866,  was  wedded  to  a  maiden  c)f  his  own 
province,  IMiss  G.  .Maria  Diiddeu.  This  lady  was 
born  August  'JT.  1846.  in  a  neighboring  village  to 
that  of  her  husliand.  which  remained  her  home  un- 
til her  marriage.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Hillciicli 
.1.  and  Anne  I)iiil(U'n,  wIki  died  in  middle  life  and 
before  their  daughter  was  married. 

In  May,  1866,  following  his  marriage,  Mr.  Stas- 
sen  returned  to  this  country  arriving  in  Will 
County  on  the  Itli  day  of  the  month,  and  for 
twenty-one  years  thereafter  followed  farming  in 
Green  (Jarden  Township,  where  he  had  a  farm  of 
or.e  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  He  vvas  prosperous 
in  his  labors  and  invested  his  accumulated  capital 
In  additional  land,  so  that  in  addition  to  the  farm 
mentioned  he  has  one  hundred  and  fift3'-flve  acres 
in  Monee  Townshi|).  His  possessions  are  the  result 
of  ills  own  unaided  ctTorts,  as  he  began  at  the  fool 
of  the  ladder,  without  other  resources  than  his  na- 
tive industry  and  energy. 

Mr.  Stasseu  is  a  m.an  of  more  than  ordinary  in- 
telligence, and  in  1.S72  served  as  Assessor  of  Green 
Garden  Township.  In  the  spring  of  1873  lie  was 
elected  to  reiiresent  the   township    in    the  Count}' 


Board  of  Supervisors,  and  with  the  exception  of 
one  year  held  the  office  by  continuous  re-elections 
iiiilil  his  resignation  in  1886,  when  he  entered  upon 
the  duties  of  his  present  position.  He  has  always 
been  a  liberal  and  public-spirited  man,  interested 
in  educational  matters,  and  all  other  matters  calcu- 
lated to  advance  the  people.  He  organized  the  first 
school  in  District  No.  8,  Green  Garden  Township, 
assisted  in  building  the  schoolhouse  and  officiated 
as  Director  from  1869  until  leaving  the  district. 
In  1867  he  assisted  in  organizing  the  Green  Garden 
Farmer's  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  the  first  cor- 
poratii^)!!  of  the  kind  in  the  .State,  and  in  the  spring 
(if  l.sdcS  was  elected  Treasurer  of  the  company, 
which  [losition  he  held  until  his  resignation  in  Jan- 
uary, 1887.  This  companj^  began  business  without 
cai)ital,  charging  one-half  per  cent,  premium  per 
$100  on  all  property  insured,  and  in  1886  had  ac- 
cumulated, aftei'  paying  all  losses  and  expenses  of 
(iovernmcnt  and  organization,  $8,000.  It  had  at 
that  i\nw  over  twelve  hundred  members.  Its  suc- 
cess was  largely  owing  to  the  good  management  of 
its  treasurer,  who  engineereil  it  through  many  dif- 
ficult places,  and  frequently  went  security  for  large 
risks. 

Mr.  Stasscn  also  became  interested  in  the  (Grange 
mf)vement  in  1873.  which  he  has  represented  at 
various  times  and  upon  various  occasions  at  their 
meetings  and  conventions.  His  title  of  Honorable 
has  Iicen  fairly  won  by  his  service  in  the  Twenty- 
ninth  (icneral  Assemlily,  to  which  lie  was  elected 
in  1.S71.  He  served  on  various  im[iortant  commit- 
tees, including  Insurance,  he  being  well  qualilied 
l)y  experience  as  a  memlier  of  such  committee. 
Ho  served  his  term  acceptably,  and  in  l.SSl  was 
once  more  nominated,  serving  this  time  in  the 
Thirty-fourth  General  Assembly.  In  the  meantime 
he  formed  one  of  the  famous  "one  hundred  and 
three"  who  were  engaged  in  the  six  montiis'  mem- 
orable struggle  for  the  election  of  John  A.  Logan 
for  United  States  Senator  and  in  which,  it  will  be 
remembered,  the}'  succeeded  on  the  IDlh  of  Mny, 
1885. 

In  1876  Mr.  Stassen  was  made  the  nominee  of 
the  (Grangers  for  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  and 
made  an  admirable  race,  although  defeated  as  was 
expected.      In    1886  he  was  elected  to  his  [iresent 
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posilion,  taking'  charge  of  the  ollk-e  December  G. 
lie  superintended  the  ()|)ei-aU<)ns  of  his  farm  for  a 
year  tliereafter,  but  in  Feliruary.  1SS8,  lie  reinoveil 
his  family  to  Joliet.  During  the  summer  of  ISS'J 
he  [lilt  u|>  a  eomuKMliiius.  nioiJern  resilience  at  the 
corner  of  Oneiila  and  N  icholson  Streets,  where  he 
now  lives.  In  ISSl  .Mr.  Slassen  was  elected  Presi- 
dent of  the  Farmers'  State  insurance  Alliance  and 
served  t\iii  years,  iveligiously,  lie  belongs  U)  the 
I'nited  i-',vangelical  Lutheran  Church. 

'I'o  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  there  have 
been  born  live  si.ms.  <.if  whom  but  two  arc  li\ing. 
Charles  J.  married  Miss  Anna  Albers  and  they  re- 
side on  tlie  farm;  Menno  M.  lives  with  his  brother 
and  assists  in  the  labors  at  the  homestead.  Com- 
ment is  unneces.sary  relative  to  the  i)Osition  which 
Mr.  Stassen  holds  among  his  fellow-citizens.  He 
lias  become  fully  identilied  with  the  interests  of 
this  county  and  has  contributed  in  no  small  degree 
to  its  growth  and  prosperity. 


(iUST  KKIKSSUX.  The  results  of 
unllagging  iiersevcrauce,  jirutlent  eciJiiomy 
and  iiivestiuent,  and  good  haliits,  probably 
find  no  belter  exponent  in  the  city  of 
.loliet  than  in  the  atiove-named  gentleman,  whose 
portrait  is  presented  on  the  opiiosite  P^ige.  ^uid 
who  is  the  proprietor  of  a  line  stone  quarry,  lieing 
also  engaged  in  contracting  and  building.  The 
Eriksson  stone  ipiariy  is  located  at  llie  foot  of 
Howen  Avenue  on  .South  Richard  Street,  and  has 
a  four  hundred  foot  face;  (lagging  stone  from  two 
to  ten  inches  in  thickness  is  gotten  out,  seventeen 
hundred  carloads  having  been  cut  in  the  past  year. 
and  the  best  steam  ai)plianccs  being  used  in  thi' 
quarry. 

Mr.  Eriksson  was  Ikh'ii  in  Sweden,  .J.annary  7. 
IK.jt,  was  reared  upon  a  farm,  and  came  to  .\mer- 
ica  in  1876,  without  a  trade  upon  which  to  depend, 
liut  full  of  pluck  Slid  energy.  His  first  place  of 
abode  was  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  where  he  remiuned 
about  three  years,  after  which  he  returned  to  his 
native  land.  Having  already  with  his  own  empty 
hands  made  a  start  in  life,  he  embarked  in  business. 


but  in  April,  1881,  (kn-ided  to  return  to  America. 
Ci'ossing  the  Atlantic,  he  traveled  westward  to 
.loliet.  111.,  where  he  began  working  for  Sanger  & 
Moody,  soon  lictliiig  into  mason's  work,  but  being 
a  iion-rnion  man.  he  was  obliged  to  stop  working, 
.•ind  he  w.-is  thus  force<l  into  contracting.  His 
[uiiicipal  contract  w.as  a  three-story  business  block 
which  he  put  up  in   I  .ss^. 

The  liist  large  contract  of  Mr.  Kriksson  was 
with  (ieui'ge  11.  .Muiiroefor  the  Munr<je  Block,  and 
the  second  for  a  Catholic  school  at  Lemoiit;  the 
iic.xt  large  contract  was  for  the  Lonibart  aiul  Bishop 
Wire  Mill,  and  in  |.S8;5  he  put  up  a  block  for  Ed 
S.  Muuroe.  In  December,  1883,  he  bought  the 
stone  quarry  described  above,  which  in  connection 
with  his  liiiildiug,  gives  occupation  to  from  lifty  to 
one  hundred  men  at  different  seasons  of  the  year. 
In  the  summers  of  1888  and  188'.)  he  contracted  for 
llic  oitii'c  building  and  for  the  Fox.  plant  for  the 
Illinois  Steel  Company,  the  latter  a  $22,000  job, 
and  also  the  Atheneum  Building.  He  now  has  the 
contract  for  the  stone  work  for  the  new  Masonic 
Temiile  and  the  new  Presbyterian  Church. 

Besides  the  business  enterprises  mentioned,  Mr. 
Eriksson  is  also  building  up  a  fine  farm,  having  in 
tlie  fall  of  1887  bought  twentj'-five  hundred  acres 
ill  (Jreeley  County,  Kan.  Its  improvement  was 
begun  in  tlie  sjjring  of  1888,  and  during  the  two 
years  that  have  passed  seven  hundred  acres  have 
been  [ilaced  under  cultivation.  He  aLo  buildsaiid 
sells  liouses.  All  his  worldly  possessions,  with 
the  exception  of  ^2,000  received  by  him  three  years 
since,  have  been  earned  ti}'  his  own  exertions  and 
saved  by  his  prudence.  Few,  if  any,  men  of  his 
yi'ars  can  show  so  good  a  record  iinancially  speaking, 
or  have  a  higher  standing  among  their  fellow-men 
for  manly  character  and  upright  habits. 

In  the  winter  of  1882,  Mr.  Eriksson  paid  a  sec- 
ond visit  to  luirope,  and  in  1885  spent  the  Christ- 
mas holidays  in  his  native  land,  accompanied  on 
this  occasion  by  his  family.  He  is  a  stockholder 
in  the  Borrcjwers'  .and  Investors'  Association,  of 
which  he  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  is  now  a 
Direct(.ir.  His  vote  is  always  given  to  the  Repub- 
lican candidates,  as  he  is  a  firm  believer  in  the 
princi|)!es  of  that  party.  He  and  his  wife  belong 
to  the  First  Lutheran  Church. 
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Mr.  Ei'iksson  fouiul  a  wcirlliy  conipanion  H)id 
lielpraate  in  Miss  Anna  Christine  Anderson,  a  na- 
tive of  Sweden,  witli  wliom  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage in  Chicago,  December  6,  1881,  tlie  ceremony 
being  performed  by  tlie  Rev.  C.  B.  L.  Boman. 
Her  wise  oversight  of  houseliold  affairs,  lier  intelli- 
gent mind  and  pleasing  disposition  make  the  home 
a  pleasant  one.  The  hai)py  union  has  been  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  four  children,  the  three  now  living 
forming  a  bright  and  interesting  group.  They  are 
named  respectively:  Frank  A.,  David  Alfred  and 
Carl  Antonias.  The  deceased  child,  who  was  the 
seeond  liorn,  bore  the  name  of  David  Abiel. 


ILLIAM  ADAM,  an  ohl  and  honored  resi- 
dent of  Joliet,  has  long  been  connected 
with  its  business  interests  as  the  oldest 
lumber  dealer  in  the  city,  having  a  large  and  well- 
stocked  lumber-yard  on  the  corner  of  Des  Plaines 
and  ^'an  Buren  Streets,  lie  is  also  President  of 
the  Joliet  Paper  Company,  which  was  incorporated 
herein  1888,  with  a  capital  stock  of  §15,000  by 
himself  and  his  son,  and  they  also  have  a  barbed 
fence  and  wire  factory  in  the  same  building  as  their 
paper  mill. 

Mr.  Adam  was  born  in  Kenfrewshirc,  Scotland, 
Februarj'  1,  1821.  lie  was  a  lad  of  eleven  years 
when  he  came  to  this  country  in  1832  with  his  par- 
ents, James  and  Margaret  Adam.  They  located  in 
Montreal,  Canada,  and  there  the  remaining  days  of 
his  youth  were  passed.  In  1850  he  became  a  resi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  coming  to  Joliet  with  his 
family,  and  for  a  period  of  forty  years  his  life  has 
been  spent  in  this  city.  In  1853  he  established  a 
lumber  yard  here,  and  that  being  before  the  advent 
of  railways  in  this  part  of  the  country,  all  of  his 
lumber  was  brought  to  him  by  the  canal.  He  also 
took  charge  of  a  grain  business,  and  was  much 
prospered  in  both  ventures,  and  gained  capital 
whereby  he  w.as  enabled  to  branch  out  in  other 
directions.  He  built  the  city  roller  flouring  mill, 
in  which  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  flour 
until  it  burned  in  1887.  He  relmilt  on  the  same 
spot,  and  uses  the  present  building  as  a  paper  mill, 


a^wire  mill,  and  a  barbed  fence  factory,  and  is 
largely  intcresti'd  in  the  manufacture  of  those  arti- 
cles. This  business,  which  is  an  extensive  and  con- 
stantly growing  one,  is  conducted  by  himself  and 
son,  William  J.,  untler  the  firm  name  of  William 
Adam  &  Son,  a  corporate  company-,  which  was  in- 
corporated in  1888,  with  our  subject  as  President, 
and  his  son  as  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

Mr.  Adam  is  also  prominentl}'  connected  with 
the  Peoples'  Town  and  Homestead  Association, 
of  which  he  was  one  of  the  first  stockholders,  he 
giving  great  encouragement  to  the  organization  of 
the  concern.  He  has  avoided  all  official  and  politi- 
cal life,  although  he  is  welladapteil  for  both,  and 
he  has  given  his  whole  attention  to  his  business 
affairs.  Ho  is  a  man  of  keen  intelligence,  and  in 
his  travels  he  has  gleaned  an  interesting  fund  of 
knowledge,  and  from  his  well-informed  mind  draws 
original  to|iics  o(  conversation,  and  is  apparently 
well-versed  in  all  questions  of  general  importance. 
Last  winter  he  passed  the  season  in  California,  and 
has  visited  other  parts  of  the  countrv,  and  is  quite 
a  tourist. 

Mr.  Adam  has  been  twice  married.  By  his  mar- 
riage with  Jane  Roach,  in  Canada,  he  had  born  to 
him  A.  R.  and  William  J.  His  second  marriage 
was  with  Miss  Jane  E.  ftlartiu,  of  this  city,  and  to 
them  have  come  two  children,  R.  M.  and  Jeanette, 
now  the  wife  of  J.  S.  C.  Royer,  of  Chicago. 

As  their  interests  are  so  closely  connected,  we 
are  pleased  to  incorporate  a  sketch  of  the  life  of 
the  son  in  this  biographical  review  of  the  life  and 
work  of   the  father. 


lELVILLH  A.  GRANT.  Lockiiort  is  not 
without  its  share  of  able  business  men  and 
))jl!  infiuential  citizens,  and  chief  among  them 
is  the  gentleman  above  named,  whose  career 
has  been  marked  by  a  degree  of  tact,  energy,  and 
success  rarely  equaled.  The  business  in  which  Mr. 
Grant  is  engaged,  is  that  of  manufacturing  wire, 
and  his  goods  find  customers  in  all  parts  of  the 
IJnited  States.     II?  has  patented  an  appliance   by 
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which  fusel  oil  is  used  as  a  fuel,  and  liiis  important 
piece  of  machineiy  is  iu  successful  operation. 

The  natal  <\:\y  of  Mr.  Grant,  was  Octolier  •>'■>, 
LSI  I.  and  his  liirthplace  Fleming  C'liunty.  I\y.,  in 
which  he  lived  until  about  four  _\e!irs  old.  His 
parents.  William  S.  and  'Slnvy  A.  (Tolle)  (irant, 
then  removed  to  Henry  Cmmty.  Iowa,  where  the 
son  passed  his  youth  in  acquiring  an  education  and 
a  knowledge  of  the  pursuits  of  a  farmer  and  miller. 
After  coiui)letlng  the  course  of  study  in  the  com- 
mon schools  he  attended  the  high  schoul  at  Alt. 
Pleasant,  Iowa.  In  18(!1,  while  hcyct  lacked  some 
months  of  having  reached  his  majority,  he  entered 
the  Union  ami}'  as  a  member  of  the  Forty-tiftli 
Iowa  Infantr}',  and  displayed  his  gallanti-y  in  Mis- 
souri, ]\Iississippi,  and  the  West. 

At  the  close  of  his  honorable  cai-eer  as  a  soldier, 
young  Grant  returned  to  his  former  peaceful  |)ur- 
suits,  ere  long  becoming  a  resident  of  the  Prairie 
State,  arriving  in  Lockport,  .lune  I.  lsG7.  Here  he 
was  engaged  iu  various  lines  of  bu>iiu'>s  until  1S7S, 
when  he  entered  the  ein|)liiy  (if  II.  11.  Scutt  iV  Co., 
will'  manufacturers,  as  Superintendent.  He  re- 
mained with  the  company  until  18S1.  when  tlu'\- 
solil  out.  and  lie.  having  thoroughly  mastered  the 
business,  estalilished  a  wire  factory  in  Lockport, 
under  llie  lirm  nameof  Grant.  Harmon  cV  Richards. 
Mr.  Grant  soon  absorbed  the  whole  busiin'ss.  and 
formed  a  stock  company,  by  wliom  the  bu>iness 
was  continued  for  a  year,  after  whicli  it  ln'i'amethe 
Raker  Wire   Mill. 

Mr.  Grant  drew  the  |il:ins  and  superintcmled  the 
ei'crtion  of  the  buildings  for  the  new  organization, 
and  his  great  executive  ability  in  the  management 
of  the  business  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  mills 
which  started  on  a  ca|iaeity  of  lifteen  tons  per  week, 
now  use  four  hundred  tons  weekly.  i""rom  the 
original  plant  has  grown  an  eslablishmcnl  whii'li 
emploj'S  three  hundred  and  fifty  men.  and  disbnrsrs 
large  sums  of  money  each  mouth  b}'  which  various 
departments  of  industr}'  iu  the  town  are  benefited. 

The  personal  popularit}-  of  Mr.  Grant  is  extreme, 
as  was  indicated  by  his  election  to  the  Mayoralty 
in  opposition  to  two  of  the  strongest  men  in  the 
citj',  his  candidacy-  being  su|)ported  by  the  best 
element  of  soeiel}'.  He  is  a  member  of  fiooding 
Post,  G.  A.  R.     The  beautiful  home  of  which   he 


took  possession  in  the  year  1888,  is  presided  over 
by  a  lady  of  relinement  and  culture,  with  whom  he 
was  united  iu  marriage  on  the  1st  of  December, 
188(;.  She  is  a  native  of  Will  County-,  and  was 
known  in  her  maidenhood  as  Miss  Klla  Cagwin. 
To  her  has  liecii  born  one  daughter.  Bertha  Eloise, 
whose  uat.al  day  was  .Xovcniber  30,  1887,  and  who 
is  a  I'hild  of  si  I  iking  beauty,  giving  promise  of  be- 
coming ;i  charmiuLf  woman. 


•V7  r.I.JAII  K.  STARR,  the  pioneer  florist  of 
C.-/        Joliet.  for  many  years  conducted  a  flower 

/  '  garden  attaclied  to  his  residence  grounds 
QJ  at  the   corner    of    McComber   Street   and 

Lowen  Pl.ice.  He  came  to  .loliet  in  the  spring  of 
1S71  and  soon  afterward  established  the  business 
which  he  conducted  unt'l  1888.  He  then  sold  out 
and  rented  his  ground,  and  since  that  time  has  not 
been  engaged  iu  any  active  business,  llehadoneof 
tlic  finest  gardens  in  the  country  and  met  with  phe- 
noininal  success.  His  life-loug  habits  of  industry, 
however,  will  probably  not  permit  him  to  remain 
long  in  i<lleiiess  and  it  will  not  be  surprising  if  in 
the  riear  future  he  resumes  his  old  occuiiation. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  wos  born  March  2.5, 
1k:S2.  in  Ithaca,  X.  Y.  His  father,  William  R.Starr, 
emigrated  from  New  Vork  to  Illinois  in  the  pioneer 
days,  settling  in  what  was  then  Thorn  Grove,  but  is 
now  Crete  Township,  in  183L  He  took  up  a  tract 
of  Government  land  -from  which  he  o|)ened  up  a 
farm  and  lived  there  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
iu  18.JI).  Although  not  a  politician  he  was  a  stanch 
su|)[)orler  of  the  Abolitionist  party,  and  for  a  time 
olliciated  as  the  Postmaster  of  Crete.  He  was  born 
in  Dutchess  County.  N.  Y.  He  was  there  married 
to  Miss  Harriet  L.  Royce,  who  died  at  the  family 
residence  in  .lolict,  August  23,  1884.  Abijah  R. 
was  the  only  child. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  only  two  years 
old  when  his  [jarents  came  to  this  county,  but  wIh'u 
of  suitable  years  and  attainments  he  was  sent  back 
to  his  native  place,  where  he  completed  his  educa- 
tion. He  was  also  a  student  in  the  lioarding  school 
at  Berkshire,  Tioga  County.    Then  returning  home 
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he  remained  with  his  father  until  a  youth  of  eight- 
een years.  In  1850.  being  seizerl  with  the  Califor- 
nia gold  fever  he  crossed  the  plains  vja  St.  Joseph 
and  Ft.  Kearney,  being  on  the  road  from  May  1  un- 
til .Tilly  .'M.  and  locating  in  Hangtown.  He  worked 
in  the  mines  about  two  3-ears  with  fair  success,  then, 
anxious  to  reach  home,  sacriticed  valuable  interests 
and  returned  to  the  old  farm.  His  father  in  the 
meantime  had  removed  to  Chicago  and  engaged  in 
the  hotel  business. 

Mr.  Starr  now  had  charge  of  his  fathcr'>  farm 
until  the  latter"s  death.  In  the  incantime  he  was 
married,  October  2  1,  18.J3,  to  Miss  Sarah  Ann 
Mogg.  In  18G4  he  went  to  Wlieaton,  DuPage 
Count3',  this  State,  where  he  engaged  in  the  nursery 
business  and  became  somewhat  prominent  in  local 
affairs,  serving  as  Street  Commissioner.  He  also  be- 
came interested  in  the  mercantile  business.  Finally, 
returning  to  this  county,  he  occu|)ied  himself  as  a 
general  merchant  until  1874.  To  him  and  his  es- 
timable wife  there  have  been  born  three  children, 
viz:  Mar}-,  born  July  18,  1854,  and  now  the  wi-fe 
A.  C.  Johnston,  manufacturer  of  optical  goods  at 
Detroit,  Mich.;  Ellen  A.,  born  January  30,  1858, 
and  the  wife  of  Dr.  C.  II.  L.  Souder,  of  Uockwell; 
this  daughter  was  graduate  1  from  the  Homeopathic 
College  of  Chicago,  and  is  eng.<iged  in  the  practice 
of  medicine.  Attic  C.  was  born  March  20,  18G0, 
ami  married  George  T.  Uelyca,  a  wholesale  grocer 
of  Joliel. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  sultjcct  was 
Abijah  Starr,  who  was  i>robably  a  native  of  New 
York,  whence  he  removed  to  Patterson,  and  lived 
there  until  1816.  Thence  he  removed  to  Itli.aca, 
where  he  died  in  1824.  He  was  a  survej'or  l)y  pro- 
fession, and  married  Miss  Hannah  AVatts.  Among 
the  children  l)orn  to  lliem  was  William  Russell  Starr, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  a  native  of  Patterson, 
N.  J.,  and  l)orn  .-Vugust  4,  1807. 

Mrs.  Sarah  A.  (Mogg)  Starr  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Clay,  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  June  1. 
1830,  to  Jared  and  Lan^-  (Young)  Mogg  and  was 
there  reared  to  womanhood.  She  came  to  the  West 
in  1852.  Jared  Mogg  was  a  native  of  Connecticut 
and  born  August  4,  17'J1.  He  was  bound  out  at  an 
early  age  but,  being  an  ambitious  lad  and  impatient 
of  restraint,  ran  away  to  Schoharie  County,  where 


in  due  time  "lie  met  and  married  his  future  wife. 
They  settled  down  upon  a  farm  and  Grandfather 
Mogg  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  his 
.death. 

Mrs.  Lan}'  (Y'oung)  Mogg  was  born  in  Seward, 
Schoharie  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
.Teiemiah  Young,  whose  family  consisted  of  twelve 
children.  .lared  Mogg's  family  consisted  of  four- 
teen children.  Thirteen  of  these  grew  to  mature 
years  and  there  are  still  living  six  brothers  and  five 
sisters.  Mr.  Starr,  politically,  is  a  sound  Repub- 
lican, while  he  and  his  good  wife  are  prominently 
connected  with  the  Methodist  Episcofial  Church,  of 
Joliet. 


-^-^ — 

/^^^  LAUS  PAl'LSEN.  The  (lerman-American 
(I  _,  citizens  of  this  count}'  have  an  excellent 
Vi^'  representative  in  the  person  of  Mr.  Paulsen, 
a  successful  farmer  of  Washington  Township.  His 
[ileasant  homestead  is  located  on  sections  25  and 
30,  and  consists  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  broad 
and  fertile  acres,  supplied  with  all  the  needful 
buildings  erected  substantiall}'  and  designed  attract- 
ivcl}'.  When  the  present  owner  took  possession  of 
the  place  in  1863,  there  was  but  a  small  piece  bro- 
ken, the  rest  being  wild  land.  He  put  forth  his 
best  efforts  to  make  of  it  a  home  suited  to  his  taste 
and  the  needs  of  his  family,  and  well  has  he  suc- 
ceeded. 

The  natal  d:\y  of  .Mr.  Paulsen  was  Februar}-  25, 
1811.  and  his  birthiilace  Schleswig-Holstein,  Ger- 
many. He  is  the  youngest  child  in  a  family  circle 
that  included  nine  brothers  and  sisters,  but  four  of 
whom  are  now  living.  He  and  two  sisters  came  to 
A  mcrica.  The  parents,  John  and  Catharine  ( llrandt) 
Pauls.n,  jjassed  their  entire  lives  in  their  native 
kingdom,  Schleswig-Holstein.  He  of  whom  we 
write  grew  to  man's  estate  in  the  land  of  his  birth, 
gaining  a  good  education  under  its  excellent  school 
laws.  When  twenty-one  years  old  he  determined 
to  seek  a  home  in  the  land  across  the  sea,  of  whose 
advantages  he  had  heard. 

Setting  sail  from  Hamburg  in  April,  1862,  on  the 
"Otse.al"  Mr.  Paulsen  sjient  eight  long  weeks  on  the 
broad  Aihinlic  ere  landin"  was  made  at  New  York. 
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Thence  lie  wont  to  Chicago  and  into  Kankakee 
County,  where  he  labored  ahjut  a  twclveniontli. 
lie  tlien  eanie  to  Will  County  and  in  Monce 
Townshii)  spent  some  time  as  a  farm  hand.  Kre 
long  he  determined  to  lia\e  a  hdine  of  his  nun  and 
therefore  began  to  ini|)rove  the  land,  nhirli  now 
rewaiils  his  efforts  with  an  abundanee  of  the  fruits 
of  the  earth. 

The  ellirient  hel|imate  and  eonnianion  of  Mr. 
Paulsen  in  his  hibors  to  secure  a  competence  was 
known  in  her  maidenhood  as  Miss  Sophia  Hack. 
.She  is  a  daughter  of  Krnesl  and  Soiihia  (Reeopf) 
Hack,  ualivcs  of  .Mecklenliurg,  (lermany,  who 
came  to  America  in  lS(!t,  following  some  of  their 
children  across  the  sea.  They  settled  in  Will 
County,  111.,  and  here  both  died  well  advanced  in 
years.  They  had  six  children,  Mrs.  Paulsen  being 
the  youngest;  she  was  born  in  Jlecklenbnrg,  May 
19.  1842,  and  was  consequently  twenty-two  years 
old  when  she  came  to  the  United  States.  She  has 
borne  her  husband  nine  children,  two  of  whom  died 
in  infancy. 

The  surviving  meud>ers  of  the  family  circle  are: 
l>ertlia,wifeof  Henry  Wherman,  a  farmer  in  Wash- 
ington Township;  .lohu,  Herman,  Carrie,  Henry, 
l.onis  and  Emma,  who  are  yet  living  under  the  [la- 
reutal  roof.  Mr.  anil  Mrs.  Paulsen  belong  to  the 
(iermau  Evangelical  Chuirli,  and  politically,  he 
is  a  stanch  Republican. 

j(_^ON.  JOHN  M.  THOMPSON.  Few  residents 
I'  )j!  in  New  Lenox  Township  have  so  strong  a 
AW^  claim  upon  the  consideration  of  the  readers 
v^J  of  this  volume  us  the  gentleman  above 
named.  He  has  borne  an  honorable  part  in  the 
[lublie  affairs  of  a  great  commonwealth,  won  a  gal- 
lant record  for  service  during  the  Civil  War,  suc- 
cessfully and  intelligentl}-  prosecuted  a  farmer's 
career,  possesses  a  cultured  mind  and  much  learn- 
ing in  the  law,  and  represents  a  famil}-  which  has 
given  many  honored  members  to  public  life.  His 
home  is  on  a  finely-improved  farm  where  every 
necessary  and  convenient  structure,  first  class  ma- 
chiner}-  and   farm   implements,  and   high  grades  of 


stock  ma3'  be  seen.  The  estate  consists  of  about 
six  hundred  acres  which,  wdien  covered  with  grow- 
ing crops,  present  an  a|)pearance  of  prosperity  not 
to  be  surpassed  in  Northern  Illinois. 

The  Thom|)son  familj'  is  of  English  origin  while 
the  maternal  ancestors  of  our  subject  sprang  from 
(Jermany.  His  father,  the  late  .lames  Thompson, 
was  born  in  Salem.  Mass.,  and  his  mother.  Sarah 
(Sinire)  Thompson,  ill  Canada.  Their  lirst  home 
after  marriage  was  in  the  Dominion,  from  which 
they  removed  to  Wiiuieliago  Coiiiiiy.  111.,  about 
IS  10.  Mr.  Thompson  lirst  built  a  blasting  furnace 
and  afterward  a  factory  in  which  he  manufactured 
woolens  and  did  custom  carding  and  fulling.  He 
resided  in  Roscoe  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  18C3.  His  widow  survived  until  September, 
1884,  breathing  her  last  in  Ruckford.  Their  fam- 
ily consisted  of  eleven  children,  of  whom  the  fol- 
lowing facts  may  be  noted: 

Clark  W.,  a  resident  of  Minnesota,  died  in  A|)iil, 
1S85,  at  the  age  of  sixty-one  years;  he  was  a  State 
Representative,  a  member  of  tin'  Constitutional 
Convention  and  State  Senator  several  terms,  bear- 
ing a  prominent  part  in  the  political  affairs  of  the 
State.  He  was  also  one  of  the  Lincoln  Electors, 
and  the  first  President  of  the  Southern  ftlinnesota 
Railri.;id.  He  owned  a  tract  of  twenty-live  thous- 
and acres  and  establislu^d  the  town  of  Wells,  which 
was  named  for  his  wife.  Edward,  a  miller,  resid- 
ing in  Blunt,  S.  Dak.,  has  been  a  Representative 
and  Stale  Senator;  Mary  C.  is  the  wife  of  James 
Abbott,  of  Beloit,  AVis.;  Eliza  J.  died  in  1870;  the 
next  in  order  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Agnes 
died  in  1854  at  the  age  of  sixteen  3'ears;  Anna 
is  the  wife  of  J\Iaj.  D.  C.  Wagner,  of  Chicago; 
J;imes  a  resident  of  P^illmore  County-,  Minn.,  was 
nominated  to  the  Legislature  but  declined  to  run; 
Marie  L.  is  the  wife  of  Seely  Perry,  of  Roekford; 
Fanny  A.  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Manuel  Ciuintero,  of 
Lyons,  France;  Albert  died  when  two  years  of  age. 

The  natal  day  of  our  subject  was  October  22, 
1832,  and  his  birthplace  Yarmouth,  Canada.  He 
was  nine  years  old  when  his  father  removed  to 
HIinois.  and  he  prosecuted  his  studies  at  Mt.  Morris 
and  Beloit,  Wis.  After  completing  his  classical 
education  he  was  employed  as  clerk  in  a  store  and 
post-otlice  at  Roscoe  for  a  year,  then,  in  the  fall  of 
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1855,  went  to  Hokali,  Houston  County,  Minn., 
where  for  about  three  years  he  had  charge  of  the 
business  of  his  br(jtlier  Clarl<.  He  next  engaged  in 
tlie  real-estate  business  in  the  same  place,  and  two 
j-ears  later  turned  his  attention  to  the  stud^- of  law. 
In  1859  he  returned  to  Koscoe,  111.,  continuing  his 
legal  studies  there  a  twelvemonth.  Assisted  by 
F.  G.  Ensign  and  James  B.  Kerr,  he  raised  a  com- 
pany of  men  under  the  first  call  for  troops  in  1861, 
to  become  a  part  of  the  Fifteenth  Illinois  Infantry. 
He  tendered  his  services  but  was  rejected,  and  re- 
turning to  Minnesota  entered  tlie  office  of  his 
brotiier  Clark,  who  had  Ijcen  appointed  Superin- 
tendent of  I'ldian  Affairs  and  was  located  at  St. 
Paul. 

There  Mr.  Thiimpson  resumed  the  study  of  his 
chosen  [irofession.  In  Septemlier  he  accompanied 
his  brother  up  the  St.  Louis  Uiver  and  Lake  .Super- 
ior, assisting  liim  in  [laying  off  the  Nation's  wards. 
He  was  nearly  [irepared  for  admission  to  the  bar 
but  was  still  determined  to  enter  the  army,  and  in 
October.  1801,  enrolled  himself  as  a  i)rivate  in 
Company  K,  Fourth  ^liunesota  Infantry'.  In  due 
time  he  was  in  the  field,  bearing  his  part  in  the 
many  iirivations  and  dangerous  scenes  incidental 
to  a  soldier's  life,  lie  participated  in  ten  of  the 
hardest-fought  battles  of  the  war,  among  them  be- 
ing luka.  Corinth,  .lackson  and  Champion  Hills. 
From  the  ranks  he  was  promoted  to  the  position  of 
First  Lieutenant  of  his  company  and  afterward 
solicited  by  the  Colonel  to  act  as  his  Adjutant.  He 
was  afterward  unanimously  elected  Captain  of 
Com[)aiiy  K,  and  still  later  (.lanuary  14,  1803) 
promoted  to  \>v  Fir>t  jMajor  of  Cavalry  and  as- 
signed t(j  duty  with  the  Seci^md  Minnesota.  That 
regiment  took  part  in  the  Indian  campaign,  and 
Maj.  Thompson  was  assigned  to  the  command 
of  Ft.  Ri|)ley.  He  was  finally  detailed  to  serve  on 
a  court  martial  convened  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  and 
remained  there  until  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Lee, 
when  lie  resigned,  his  resignation  to  take  effect  May 
1, 1865.  At  F'orty  Hills  iie  received  a  slight  wound 
and  at  Champion  Hills,  while  leading  his  company 
to  charge  a  battery,  be  was  shot  through  the  bod^-. 
He  was  supposed  to  be  raortall}-  wounded,  was  so 
reported,  and  being  left  to  die  on  the  field  w.as 
tiken  prisoner  and  held  from    May  16   until   sonie 


time  during  the  following  September  when  he  was 
exchanged. 

On  account  of  the  wound  he  had  received,  Maj. 
Thompson  was  led  to  adopt  farm  life,  and  in  May, 
1805,  located  a  short  distance  east  of  Joliet.  He 
has  given  his  attention  chiefly  to  his  farm,  placing 
it  in  a  condition  second  to  none  iu  the  county  and 
making  it  the  source  of  an  abundant  income.  Hav- 
ing some  j'eais  since  returned  to  Minnesota  for 
business  purposes,  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Leg- 
islature and  resided  in  that  State  about  two  years, 
creditably  discharging  the  duties  of  his  official 
station.  In  1867,  accompanied  b^-  his  wife,  he 
visited  the  World's  Fair  at  Paris,  and  traveled  quite 
extensively  on  the  continent. 

In  .Toilet,  -lanuary  14,  1863,  Mr.  Thompson  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Jennie  M.,  daughter 
of  Judge  John  J.  and  Priscilla  (Moore)  Davidson. 
Her  father  had  Iteen  a  Probate  Jui'ge  in  Indiana, 
but  in  Will  County,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  early 
settlers,  he  followed  the  occupation  of  a  civil  engin- 
eer. He  <lied  iu  New  Lenox  Township  in  1844,  his 
wife  surviving  him  nearly  forty  years  and  breath- 
ing her  last  in  the  county  seat  in  1881.  She  was  a 
native  of  New  Hampshire  and  an  estimable  woman, 
under  whose  careful  training  her  daughter  grew  to 
womanhood  in  possession  of  fine  traits  of  charac- 
ter, useful  habits  and  courteous  manners.  The 
family  of  which  Mrs.  Thompson  is  a  member,  con- 
sisted of  herself  and  a  sister.  Rachel  D.,  now  the 
wife  of  H.  N.  lligginbotham,  of  the  firm  of  INIar- 
shall  Field  ^'  Co.,  Chicago. 

Mrs.  Thompson  was  born  in  New  Lenox  Town- 
ship in  December,  1840,  and  after  acquiring  a 
fundamental  education  entered  Rockford  Female 
Seminarv,  from  which  she  was  gr.aduated  in  due 
time.  She  has  borne  her  husband  five  children — 
Jennie  M.,  John  D.,  Helen,  Agnes  and  Vera.  The 
son  is  now  a  clerk  in  the  dry-goods  house  of  Mar- 
shall Field  ik  Co.  Agnes  died  when  in  her  eighth 
year.  The  other  daughters  are  at  home,  gladden- 
ing their  parents  with  their  increasing  culture  and 
true  womanliness. 

Maj.  Thom|)Son  has  taken  quite  an  active  part  in 
political  affairs,  always  endeavoring  to  act  upon 
principle  and  fearing  not  to  change  his  party  afflli- 
tions  as    Ins  views    regarding    party   policy   were 
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iiiiidilii'd  or  his  opiiiidiis  as  to  tlic  Natidiial  not'ds 
diverged  from  ;i  former  standpnint.  lie  was  orii;- 
iimll}'  a  radical  Republican,  hut  afterward  lieranio 
active  with  the  Greeley  faction.  Foi-  some  years 
he  was  independent,  then  allili.itod  witli  the  (ireen- 
back  party,  by  which  he  was  nominated  Secretaiy 
of  State  b}'  acclamation. 

In  November,  1887,  M:ij.  Thompson  was  elected 
Trustee  of  the  State  Granite  of  lllini>is.  Patrons  of 
Husbandry,  ami  in  the  fall  of  lS8i)  was  ;dmost 
unanimously  re-elected  to  the  same  ollice  on  ac- 
count of  the  prosperity  which  the  order  wasenjoy- 
ino;  under  the  business  management  of  himself  and 
colleagues.  At  Springfield.  .May  l'.  IS'Jii.  he  was 
elected  Chairman  of  a  conference  of  the  four  organ- 
izations— the  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  Farmers'  Mu- 
tual Benefit  Association,  F'armers'  Alliance  and 
Knights  of  Labor.  The3'  formed  a  federatioi!  known 
as  the  Farmers  and  Laborei's'  Conference,  of  whuh 
!\Iaj.  Thompson  was  elected  first   Prt'sidcnt. 


Tf'OllN  WOODS,  an  old  and  well-knuwu  resi- 
dent of  Joliet.  came  West  inapr.iirie  schoo- 
ner with  his  parents  in  1842.  lie  was  then 
a  mere  child,  born  December  11,  183(;,  in 
Mercer  County,  Pa.  The  family  located  in  Pike 
County,  this  State,  but  seven  years  later  they  re- 
moved to  (Jalesburg,  Knox  County,  where  .lohn 
obtained  his  education,  completing  his  studies  in 
Knox  Academ}'.  lie  learned  the  printing  business 
with  C.  R.  Fisk,  and  snbsequentlj'  worked  on  the 
Oqunirka  Spectator.  Ilis  father  in  the  meantime 
purchased  the  Frw  Di'mocrat  office  at  Galesburg, 
whoreu[)on  .Tohii  went  to  work  for  him.  When  the 
Latter  dis|)osed  of  his  [laper  in  1  S.j8.  .lohn  o|)ened 
a  job  office. 

Mr.  Woods,  in  1860,  removed  to  Winchester, 
Scott  County-,  where,  in  company  with  C.  .1.  Sel- 
lon.  he  published  a  Republican  pai)er  during  the 
Lincoln  campaign.  After  the  election  it  was 
abandoned  and  Mr.  AVoods  then  went  to  Spring- 
field. On  the  1st  of  April,  1801.  he  decided  to 
take  Mr.  Greeley's  advice  "(io  West  young  man." 
and  crossing  the  Mississippi  located  in  Page  County, 


Iowa,  and  conimenced  farming.  I  poii  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  Civil  W;ir  he,  in  cinnpanj'  witii 
others,  orgnni/.ed  a  company  of  Home  Guards,  and 
<iu  .hily  1,  they  organized  a  regiment,  the  First 
Iowa  .Militia,  of  which  Mr.  Woods  was  appointed 
Adjutant. 

hi  September  following  this  regiment  volunteered 
under  (  ol.  Cramer  and  went  into  Missouri  as  far 
as  St.  -losepli.  Adj.  \Voods,  however,  on  the  dis- 
bandiiicnt  of  the  regiment  the  following  month, 
ri'turncd  to  Springfield,  III.,  and  entered  the  (^uar- 
lerm.aslci's  dc[iarlment  as  a  clerk  under  Capt.  IJail- 
hache.  In  18(;2,  in  connection  with  Tom  Lewis 
and  his  biother.  he  established  a  daily  paper,  the 
I'liiuii  11,'rnld.  Subsequuitly  tlii'y  attemiited  to 
transfer  this  to  .Memphis,  Tenn.,  but  did  not  suc- 
ceed. The  ollice,  however,  was  removed  to  Cairo, 
ill  August,  18(l;i,  but  its  politics  being  cbangc'd 
from  Republican  to  Democratic  Jlr.  Woods  with- 
drew. 

In  inf).")  our  subject  purchased  a  printing  ollice 
at  Cairo.  III.,  which  he  conducted  two  years,  and 
in  1!^G7  repaired  to  Belleville,  this  State,  and  f)e- 
came  manager  of  the  Wcrklij  Adroaitc.  with  which 
lu'  remained  for  a  period  of  ten  years.  In  187'J  he 
came  to  .loliet  with  his  brother  and  purchased  the 
lirjiu/j/inin,  \\h\cU  Ihcy  conducted  until  1883.  Mr. 
Woods  was  aiipointed  Postmaster  of  Joliet,  by 
President  Arthur,  through  the  recommendation  of 
Congressman  Culleu  and  others,  his  ccuninissiou 
bearing  date  JMarch  3,  1883,  and  during  his  term 
sccureil  the  establishment  of  the  free  delivery  sys- 
tem for  the  city.  In  recommending  letter  carriers 
for  a[)iiointment,  however,  he  did  not  see  lit  to  con- 
sult th(^  wishes  of  the  local  leaders  of  the  party  then 
in  power,  which  act  gave  color  for  the  charge  of 
■■olTensivc  iiarti.-anship"  underPresidenlCleveland's 
dictuni,an<l  resulticl  in  I  lie  suspension  of  the  offend- 
ing Postmast('r  four  months  before  the  expir.ation 
of  his  term.  lie  then  formed  a  partnership  with 
H.  X.  Marsh  in  the  real-estate  an<l   insurance  busi- 

IK'SS. 

Mr.  Woods  was  married  in  Springlicld.  Hi.,  Au- 
gust (>,  1863,  to  Miss  .lennie  M.  Dunn.  There  have 
been  born  to  them  four  children,  one  of  whom  is 
deceased.  The  survivors  are  Charles  Holcomb, 
William  W.  and  Asa.     Mr.  Woods  stands  high   in 
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Masonic  circles,  liavin»  attained  to  the  Master  and 
Royal  Arel)  degrees  at  Belleville,  vviiere  lie  served 
as  Worsliipful  Master  and  High  Priest.  He  re- 
ceived tlie  Knight  Teniphir  Orders  at  Joliet  and 
lielongs  to  Commandery  No.  1.  He  is  serving  his 
third  term  as  High  Priest  of  -Toliet  Cliapter,  No.  27, 
and  has  been  an  active  |)ronioter  of  the  Masonic 
Tein|)le'  enterprise,  wiiicii  magnificent  building  is 
now  nearing  cdmpktion. 


m 


r/ACOB  A.  HKNRY.  It  is  llie  common  re- 
mark that  there  is  not  a  more  public-spirited 
man  in  the  city  of  .loliet  than  he  with  whose 
name  we  introduce  Ihis  biographical  out- 
line. He  has  Ijeen  In  all  respects  the  architect  of 
his  own  fortune,  rising  from  an  iiund.)le  position 
in  life  to  one  of  allluence,  and  is  now  one  of  tlie 
cai)italists  of  \\'iil  County,  and  extensively  en- 
gaged as  a  railroad  eimtractor.  Of  New  England 
antecedents,  he  was  born  in  Hunterdon  County,  N. 
.1.,  tlie  date  thereof  being  April  25,  1825. 

Mr.  llenr^'  was  reared  a  fai'mer's  boy.  and  at  an 
early  age  was  mailc  acquainted  with  hard  wiirk. 
The  last  active  manual  labor  which  he  iierformed 
was  driving  a  team  at  87  per  uionth,  and  of  this 
small  wages  he  was  cheated  by  his  employer,  who 
failed  in  business.  Then  in  1812,  when  a  j'outh  of 
seventeen  years,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Hart- 
ford i^'  New  Haven  Railroad  Company,  and  assisted 
in  laying  the  first  tract  on  the  canal  road  through 
the  city  of  New  Haven.  In  181(j  he  emigrated  to 
Ohio,  and  Ii.icatiiig  iu  Elyria,  took  his  first  contract 
iu  connection  with  a  railroad  in  Ohio  and  Indiana. 
He  superintended  the  construction  of  the  northern 
ilivision  of  the  Sandusky  road,  then,  in  185G,  came 
to  Illinois,  anil  Ihri'c  years  later  became  a  resident 
of  Joliet. 

Thereafter  Mr.  Henry  si>ent  several  years  as  a 
Roadraaster  i/f  the  Chicago  &  Alton  Railroad.  In 
1870,  going  to  Texas,  he  filled  the  contract  for  the 
building  of  the  Houston  i^:  (ireat  Northern  Railroad, 
which  he  cora|)leted  in  187,'!.  In  the  meantime,  he 
also  bnilt  a  [lortion  of  the  Sii\ithern  Pacific,  which 
involved  a  hu'gc  amounl  of  heavy  woi'k.      In  1888 


we  find  him  operating  in  Arkansas,  and  since  that 
year  he  has  built  one  hundred  and  seventy-three 
miles  of  railroad.  Few  men  in  this  part  of  the 
country  have  entered  into  larger  contracts  than  Mr. 
Henr^',  or  carried  them  out  more  satisfactorily.  He 
enjoys  the  enviable  record  of  having  fulfilled  every 
contract  he  has  ever  made  to  the  letter. 

Mr.  Henry,  in  1873,  put  up  one  of  the  most  ele- 
gant residences  in  Joliet,  this  being  located  on  East- 
ern Avenue,  and  still  remaining  the  home  of  the 
family.  Within  and  without  it  is  indicative  of 
cultured  tastes  and  ample  means,  and  forms  one  of 
the  most  attractive  features  of  the  city.  Mr.  Henry 
has  always  taken  a  lively  interest  in  the  growth  and 
prosiicrity  of  his  adopted  city,  and  contributed  lib- 
erally of  his  time  and  means  to  this  end.  For  a 
city  of  its  size,  Joliet  enjoj's  an  unequalled  system 
of  street  railways,  the  cars  propelled  by  electricity, 
and  this  enter|)rise  was  inaugurated  and  carried  out 
by  Jac(jb  A.  Heurj-.  Every  enterprise  which  is 
calculated  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  people, 
socially,  morally,  and  financially,  receives  his  un- 
qualified supi)ort.  Since  the  organization  of  the 
Republican  party,  Mr.  Henry  has  been  its  stanch 
adherent.  Although  he  has  filled  manj-  positions 
of  trust  and  responsibility,  he  has  never  been  am- 
bitious of  ollicial  preferment,  being  content  to 
work  out  his  plans  in  a  quiet  way,  and  in  this  man- 
ner has  accomplished  a  vast  amount  of  good. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  first  married, 
A[iril  20,  184C,  to  Miss  Nancy,  daughter  of  Ellis 
ISriggs,  of  Winsted,  Conn.  Of  this  union  there 
was  born  one  daughter,  now  the  wife  of  J.  W.  Folk, 
of  Joliet.  Mrs.  Nancy  (Briggs)  Henry  departed 
this  life  at  her  home  in  Joliet,  January  23,  1878. 
In  Octol>er,  1885,  Mr.  Henry  contracted  a  second 
marriage  with  ]\Irs.  Rachel  (Ilnlsizer)  Apgar. 

•-^ €-*-^- ^^ 

Y,' AMES  A.  CLYNE,  M.  D.  Among  the  suc- 
cessful practitioners  of  Joliet  may  be  men- 
tioned Dr.  Clyne,  who  located  in  the  city  in 
^^'  the  fall  of  1886.  He  is  the  surgeon  of  the 
Chicago  &  Alton  Railroad,  and  aside  from  this  en- 
joys a  lucrative   practice   in    the  city  and  vicinity. 


(&^^^>t^^.  ^.  >^^^>a^.Z)<^ 
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He  is  also  a  member  of  St.  Joseph's  Hospital  .Staff. 
He  was  born  at  Colioes,  N.  Y.,  March  2,  1860,  and 
is  the  son  of  James  Clyiio.  The  latter  was  also  a 
native  of  New  York  State,  wliure  he  was  reared  to 
manhood  and  married  Miss  Catherine  (^uiiin.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in  the  norlhei-n 
part  of  New  York,  near  the  earl3'  home  of  her  hu.-<- 
band,  and  both  are  still  living  at  Cohoes. 

Dr.  Clyne  pursued  liis  early  studies  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  native  city,  and  sup|)lemented 
them  by  a  course  in  the  Business  College  at  Cohoes, 
being  a  student  in  the  class  of  1878.  He  began  the 
study  of  medicine  in  his  native  town,  under  the 
instruction  of  Dr.  D.  W.  Houston  and  in  due  time 
entered  upon  a  course  of  lectures  at  the  Albany 
Medical  College,  which  he  commenced  attending 
iu  tlie  fall  of  1883,  and  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated in  the  class  of  1886.  While  there,  after  a 
successful  examination,  he  received  a  hosijital  ap- 
pointment and  remained  in  Albany  until  Ma\, 
1886,  in  the  meantime  having  charge  of  a  physi- 
cians, practice  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State. 

Soon  after  coming  to  Joliet,  Dr.  Clyne  associateil 
himself  in  partnership  with  Dr.  G.  C.  Raynor,  one 
of  the  pniminent  physicians  of  the  lily.  Two 
years  later  he  was  .appointed  city  I)h3'siriaii.  which 
position  he  still  holds.  He  still  belongs  to  Alliany 
Medical  Society,  also  the  Will  County  Medical  So- 
ciety, and  is  the  Medical  Examiner  for  various  life 
insuiancc  companies.  He  is  prominently  connected 
with  the  Independent  Order  of  Foresters,  and  is 
the  c(jurt  |)hysician  of  the  satne.  He  has  entered 
upon  a  successful  career  in  t-onnection  with  liis 
chosen  calling,  to  which  he  devotes  his  close  atten- 
tion and  In  which  he  is  ambitious  to  excel.  Politic- 
ally, Dr.  Clyne  is  a  Democrat. 


DWARD  H.  \VERNEU,  D.  D.  S.  Although 
little  past  his  majority  this  young  gen- 
iian  is  manifesting  that  close  attention 
to  business  which  comliined  with  his  thorough  un- 
derstanding of  his  ()rofession.  will  undoubtedly 
secure  for  him  a  high  standing  in  the  <lental  ranks 
and  a  tine  reputation  auionu'    those  who  need    such 


services  as  he  can  render.  He  has  openeil  in  Joliet 
one  of  the  best  dental  otiices  in  the  county,  fui-n- 
islied  with  .-dl  the  modern  appliances,  and  in  the  few 
months  in  which  he  has  lieen  established  has  started 
a  rapidly  increasing  trade. 

Dr.  Werner  was  born  in  .loliet.  December  '.t,  1x67, 
and  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
this  city.  After  making  his  choice  of  a  vocation 
he  became  a  student  in  the  New  York  College  of 
Dental  Surgery,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
the  class  of  '89,  wit'.i  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Den- 
tal Surgery.  He  at  once  opened  an  ofKee  in  his 
native  city  and  in  a  short  time  set  up  his  own 
home,  taking  for  his  com|)anion  in  life  ^liss  Leonora 
M.,  daughter  of  S,  .1.  I'.arlier.  The  rites  of  wedlock 
were  celebrated  between  them  J:uiu.'U'y  2"2,  1890. 
Mrs.  AVernei'  is  a  i-lianningyoung  woman,  educated 
and  cidturcd,  and  endowed  with  many  virtues  of 
character. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  wiile  is  of  German 
descent,  his  parents  being  natives  of  the  German 
Empire.  William  Werner,  the  father,  was  born  in 
Frankfort  on  the-Main,  iu  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Feb- 
ruary .'),  IHiil.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  was 
apprenticed  at  the  tiade  of  a  mason  and  four  years 
later  emigrated  to  the  Tnited  States.  He  spent 
three  months  in  .Stroudsburg,  Pa.,  and  in  Octolier. 
1  8,tI  ,  came  West,  locating  in  Frankfort.  111.  His 
first  work  here  was  as  a  stonemason  on  the  Hock 
Island  Railroad,  which  w.as  then  Seing  built,  liut 
the  next  year  he  locfited  in  Joliet  and  began  busi- 
ness as  a  contractor  and  quarryman.  He  erected 
many  of  the  prominent  buildings  of  this  city, 
among  them  the  Will  County  Jail,  the  Union 
Schoolhoiise,  the  West  Side  Presbyterian  Church, 
St.  Mary's  Catholic  Church  aiul  others. 

In  1856,  William  Werner  was  elected  Commis- 
sioner of  Highw.ays  and  Treasurer,  serving  three 
years.  In  1861,  he  became  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  serving  in  that  august  body  four 
years.  He  also  served  on  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
seven  jears.  During  the  late  war  he  was  Draft 
Commissioner,  haying  been  appointed  in  1863.  His 
wife  was  Miss  Barbara  Goel)le,  a  native  of  Prussia, 
with  whom  he  was  united  in  holy  wedlock  Septem- 
ber 7,  1853.  The  union  was  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  four  children,  of  whom  tl.'c  subject  of  this  sketch 
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is  the  youngest.  Tbe  other  members  of  the  family 
circle  are  Frederick  W.  Werner,  M.  D.,  Frederick 
Charles,  a  harness-maker;  and  (Jeorge  W..  a  veteri- 
nary surgeon. 

Dr.  Werner's  i)ortrait  will  be  found  accompany- 
ing his  [jersonal  sketch. 

— i-^I«f*|-- 

.lA.MKS  K.  AUSTIN  was  born  in  I'rebic  County, 
Ohio,  May  7,  1«25. 


_^ —  ^^^^f-W — ^ 

L.  SllAFFXER.  The  subject  of  this  no- 
tice established  iiimself  in  Jolict  as  a  coal 
^;  dealer  about  thirteen  years  since  and  is  now 
located  at  No.  501,  Washington  Street.  Formerly 
he  was  in  partnership  with  his  father,  they  opera- 
ting; under  the  firm  name  of  B.  Shatfncr  &  Son,  but 
for  the  last  seven  years  Mr.  Shaffner  bar  done  busi- 
ness alime.  lli>;  yard  is  cfinvcnicntly  located  near 
llie  tracks  uf  the  Alton  and  the  Illinois  Central 
Railroads,  also  the  Santa  Fe  tracks.  He  has  proved 
himself  a  good  business  manager  and  has  built  up 
an  extensive  patronage. 

A  native  of  Joliet,  our  subject  was  born  Octoljcr 
1,  185-_'.  and  is  the  son  of  Benjamin  Shaffner,  wlu) 
was  born  in  Summit  County,  Ohio,  in  182o.  Tlic 
latter  came  with  his  i)arents  to  tins  county  about 
the  year  IS.dO,  they  locating  in  Manhattan  Town- 
ship. Grandfather  Shaffner  took  u|>  a  track  of 
Government  land  and  there  Benjamin  lived  with 
his  parents  until  the  time  of  his  marriage.  The 
maiden  of  his  choice  was  JMiss  Caroline  Larliin,  of 
this  county,  and  they  commenced  the  journey  of 
life  towether  on  a  farm  in  .lackson  'Iownshi[i,  where 
thev  resided  until  their  son  K.  L.  was  about,  live 
vears  old.  Benjamin  SliulVner  then  sold  out  aiul 
I'cmoveil  to  .lolicl  where  he  c(.inimcnred  working  at 
his  trade  of  carpcnlei'  and  linally  drifted  into 
wao-on  and  carriage  making.  ,  lie  also  embarked  in 
the  grocery  and  provision  business  and  finally  be- 
came interested  in  tlie  coal  trade.  He  was  pros- 
pered rmancially,and  retired  from  the  active  labors 


of  life  about  1883.  He  and  his  excellent  partner 
are  still  residents  of  Joliet,  occupying  a  comforta- 
ble home.  ^Ir.  Shaffner  has  been  for  many  years 
a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  in  politics 
he  is  a  Republican. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  acquired  his  education 
in  the  schools  of  his  native  city  and  commenced 
his  business  career  as  an  employe  of  the  Joliet  Iron 
&  Steel  Company.  He  rapidly  advanced  in  the 
good  opinion  of  his  employers,  being  placed  in  the 
position  of  foreman,  and  having  charge  of  the  pay 
roll  for  aliout  five  years.  About  1877  be  engaged 
with  his  father  in  the  coal  trade  with  which  he  has 
since  been  connected.  He  added  ice  in  1886  and 
has  several  houses  for  the  accommodation  of  this 
article,  two  on  the  east  and  two  on  the  west  side,and 
one  in  his  yard.  He  usually  obtains  this  from 
quarries,  but  this  season  (1890)  is  shipping  from 
Winnebago,  Wis. 

Mr.  Sh.affner  was  married,  January  22,  1877,  to 
Miss  Amanda  Stanley,  and  they  become  the  parents 
of  four  children,  viz:  Edwin  Stanley,  Frances  M., 
Benjamin  Francis  and  Lottie  A.,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  five  years.  The  wife  and  motlu'r  dei)arted 
this  life  May  13,  1885,  at  the  age  of  thirty  years. 
She  was  the  daugliter  of  Francis  G.  Stanley. 

The  present  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was 
married  May  18,  188G,  was  formerly  Miss  Martha 
J.  George,  of  Doylestown,  Ohio.  She  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  John  George,  who  was  formerly  a  resident 
of  Joliet.  There  has  been  born  of  this  union  one 
cliild,  a  daughter,  Clara  Belle. 

yypi  ONRAD  WILKKMNG.  The  subject  of  this 
(|(  ^  sketch  was  born  in  1856,  in  the  townshii)  of 
'\^/'  Crete,  attended  the  common  schools  until 
the  age  of  fourteen,  at  which  time  he  entered  a 
ifeneral  store  in  the  village  of  Crete,  and  there  by 
his  aptness  soon  learned  the  rudiments  of  the  busi- 
ness that  in  after  years  madt:  him  successful.  Not 
being  satisfied  to  enter  the  business  world  without 
a  better  knowdedge  of  its  methods,  he  took  a  course 
of  stud\-  in  the  best  liusiness  college  of  Chicago, 
graduating  with  honor.      He  at  once  secured  a    re- 
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.spoiisihle  |iositiciii  in  one  of  tin'  nMcst  (■luumissidii 
houses  of  Cbicatjo,  winch  he  filleii  with  rrcilit  until 
1880,  when  he  located  on  the  present  site  of  his 
place  of  business  at  the  corner  of  Main  ami  Kx- 
change  Streets,  under  the  firm  name  of  C.  \V li- 
kening &  Co.  The  building  they  tlien  occupied 
was  an  ordinary- sized  general  store,  and  was  soon 
found  to  be  altogether  too  small  to  aecomniodale 
the  stock  of  merchandise  they  dcsireii  t  >  i)hu'e  be- 
fore the  people  of  Eastern  Will  County.  It  was 
then  moved  south  to  give  place  for  a  building  of 
brick,  stone  and  iron,  .51x60.  two  stories  and  bnse- 
inent,  with  fire  and  burglar  proof  vault  and  gallery 
on  first  floor. 

The  cstalilishnient  is  one  of  wliich  the  citizens  of 
Crete  are  and  well  may  be  in-oud,  and  is  gen- 
erally concedeil  by  travelers  to  be  llie  most  nicely 
arranged  store  to  be  found  iu  the  country,  contain- 
ing the  largest  and  best  assortment  of  merchandise, 
and  arranged  in  departments.  In  addition  they  trans- 
act quite  an  extensive  banking  and  exchange  busi- 
ness. In  all  of  this  work  he  has  been  ably  assisted 
!iy  his  father.  .John  Wilkeniiig.  an  eaily  settler  of 
the  township,  and  his  younger  brother  Kred.  lie 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ida  I{iel>liug.  of 
Pittsburg.  Pa.,  in  May,  18110,  and  i.-<  at  present 
erecting  an  elegant  residence,  and  will  soon  be  al)le 
to  say  "at  home"  to  his  many  friends. 

LKXANDKR  DOlC  who  if  ideutiOed  with 
the  agricultural  interests  of  New  Lenox 
'  Township,  is  the  ninth  child  of  Andrew 
and  Isabella  Doig,  whose  history  will  be 
found  in  the  sketch  of  Tliomas  Doig.  lie  was  born 
in  Washington.  I).  C.,  Octolier  17.  IS  II,  and  came 
to  this  county  with  the  p;uental  family,  who  settled 
in  Ilomcr  Township.  ^\'hen  about  twenty-one 
years  old  Ik;  manied,  tlie  happy  event  taking  place 
December  ;!1.  18f)2.  and  the  bride  being  Miss  .Sarah 
C.  daughter  of  the  late  Gilbert  Van  Duser.  The 
maiden  name  of  the  iiride's  mother  was  Ann  M. 
Lynx.  She  is  now  the  wife  of  Thomas  Doig,  Mr. 
Van  Duser  having  died  April  12.  \X'i'2. 

Mrs.  Doi"  of  this  sketch  is  the  elder  in  a    familv 


of  two  children  anil  was  boi'n  in  New  Lenox  Town- 
ship. Xovember  L'C.  IS12.  She  has  borne  her  hus- 
banil  four  childi-eii  named  respectively,  Melissa  I., 
(u-ace  r>..  Sadie  and  (I  ilbert  A.  The  third  born 
ilied  in  childhood.  After  their  marriage  INIr.  and 
Mrs.  Doig  sctlh'd  on  Maple  Street,  in  New  Lenox 
Townshi|).  where  thc_v  have  s|)ent  the  greater  part 
of  their  married  life.  Their  pleasant  homestead 
coni|)rises  sixty-three  :ici-es,  on  which  good  build- 
ings have  been  erected  :uid  other  improvements 
made.  For  nine  years  Mr.  Doig  was  engaged  in 
the  livery  business  and  during  that  time  was  a 
dweller  in  town.  In  politics  he  is  a  sturdy  Demo- 
crat, lie  has  served  as  School  Director,  but  with 
this  exception  has  dev(>ted  his  time  entii'cly  to  his 
personal  affairs. 


^S^iSi'^^ 


MOS  Klli  is  the  owner  and  occu|iant  of  a 
pleasant  and  fertile  estate  on  section  7, 
'  -lacksoii  Township,  the  same  comprising 
)ne  bundled  and  eighty-live  acres.  I'pon 
it  are  to  be  seen  the  usual  farm  buildings,  but  of 
better  construction  than  many,  while  the  ap|)par- 
ance  of  fields,  fences  and  stock  give  tlu^  impression 
that  ]Mr.  Lib  understands  tilling  the  soil  and  caring 
for  the  produce  of  his  fields  and  the  increase  of  his 
herds. 

Tlie  liirthplace  of  Mr.  Kib  was  Harrison  Count\-, 
\'a.,  and  his  natal  day  .Iul\'  2!).  IS2:!.  He  was  a 
child  of  four  years  when  his  pai-enis  removed  to 
Cobunlius,  Ohio,  two  years  later,  the  location  of 
the  family  being  changed  to  Fountain  County,  Ind. 
There  they  remained  until  183.), when  they  came  to 
this  county  and  the  youth  of  our  subject  was  spent 
amid  pioneersurroundings  in  the  township  of  which 
he  is  an  honored  resident.  The  mother  had  died  in 
Columbus.  Ohio,  and  the  f.ather  breathed  his  last  in 
this  county  at  the  home  of  his  son. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  and  Miss  Catherine 
Gonter  took  place  in  Jackson  Township,  March  28, 
18.J  1 .  The  bride  w.as  born  in  the  province  of  Alsace, 
at  that  time  a  part  of  France,  but  now  belonging  to 
the  German  Empire,  in  April.  1  .s:'.  I .  Her  parents, 
Michael  and  Catherine  (Arnholl)  (Jonter,    madi'    a 
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settlement  in  Will  County  in  1840,  and  the  father 
(lied  in  Jackson  Township.  Tiie  mother  survives, 
now  residing  with  lier  dangiiter,  Mrs.  William 
Hiown. 

Tlip  eiiiidron  born  to  Mr.  and  JMrs.  Kih  arc,  Levi 
H.  a  resident  of  Mindcn,  Nel). :  George  W.  a  farmer 
in  California;  Albert  N.  a  farmer  of  .Tackson  Town- 
ship; Clara  K.  wife  of  Alliert  Cotton,  and  .Susan  B. 
wife  of  .VIvin  Spangler  of  .lackson  Township.  Mr. 
Kib  lias  been  .School  Director.  In  politics  he  is  a 
goo<I  democrat.  He  is  held  in  good  repute  by  his 
fellow-nnn  as  a  relialile  citizen, an  industrious  farmer 
and  a  man  of  kindl}'  nature  and  upright  life. 


/^i,  LLKN  1'.  CJARPENTKR.  This  gentleman 
((""jl     '*'''*  done  much  to  forward  the  business  in- 

A^>|j  tcrests  of  Will  County,  and  as  one  who  is 
disposed  to  sujjport  all  measures  tending  toward 
the  continuation  of  its  prosperity,  he  is  well  wor- 
thy of  r<'presentati(in  in  this  volume.  lie  bought 
a  numljer  <.if  acres  of  land  in  Channahon,  lying 
along  the  Wide  AVattu-  Canal. as  earl}'  as  ISG.O, which, 
aside  frcnn  its  \alui'  a,s  a  farm,  is  one  of  the  most 
beautifLd  placi's  ahirjg  the  route  from  this  town- 
ship til  .Id] let. 

Mr.  Carpenter  was  liorn  .TaMuary  27,  Is.j4.  He 
was  reared  in  the  place  of  Ins  birth  until  he  was 
nineteen  years  old,  and  then  came  to  Will  County, 
where  his  bruthcr  Henry  and  a  sister,  Lucinda, 
were  tlu'u  living.  His  brother  is  a  car[ienter  and 
still  a  roideiit  of  .Inlict.  His  sister  was  the  wife  of 
Dr.  G.  Randall.  Of  his  other  brothers  and  sisters 
the  following  is  the  rcconl:  Mary  A.  was  tlic 
wife  of  Thomas  Logun  and  died  in  Spriiiglield, 
III.;  Wilber  lives  in  .loliet;  Charles  in  Dakota;  Lu- 
cinda in  Kans.as,  and  a  sister  resides  in  Iowa  Al- 
fred Carpenter,  the  father  of  our  subject  was  a 
resident  of  tliis  county  in  1819,  and  died  just  lie- 
forc  our  subject  came  here  in  1853. 

Our  subject  taught  .school  in  Jolietln  18,53,  for 
one  winter,  and  in  the  summer  of  l.s.54  went  back  to 
Xew  York.  Returning  to  this  part  of  the  country  in 
the  fall,  in  the  following  January  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  INIiss  Ileleii  Spencer  and  established 
a  home.   He  lived  on  his  farm  in  t  hannahon  Town- 


ship for  three  years,  then  was  a  resident  of  Troy 
for  two  years,  and  in  1860  commenced  buying 
grain  in  Minooka,  at  the  landing  of  the  Wide 
Water  Canal,  and  w.as  thus  engaged  the  ensuing 
live  3ears,  ship|)ing  both  by  canal  and  rail.  In 
1865  he  turned  his  attention  to  farming,  and  bouglit 
one  hundred  and  seventeen  .acres  of  land  lying 
along  the  Wide  Water  Canal,  his  warehouse  being 
just  across  the  canal.  He  immediately  moved  into 
his  residence  there  and  has  since  made  it  one  of  the 
finest  in  the  vicinity.  In  the  adornment  of  the 
grounds  he  has  been  greatly  assisted  by  Mrs.  Car- 
penter's taste  and  skill.  She  is  a  great  lover  of 
flowers  and  has  a  garden  in  which  are  many  choice 
varieties  of  roses  and  other  beautiful  plants,  all  of 
which  are  tended  by  her  careful  hand. 

In  1IS68  Mr.  Carpenter  formed  a  partnership  with 
Mr.  Trub}^  to  buy  and  sell  grain  and  lumber,  with 
their  headqu.artcrs  at  Joliet  and  Birds  Bridge,  the 
business  being  conducted  under  the  firm  name  of 
Carpenter  lV  Truby.  They  were  together  for  some 
years  and  built  up  a  large  business,  keeping  their 
own  line  of  lioats  in  tlie  summer  on  the  canal,  and 
in  winter  shipping  by  lail  on  the  Rock  Island  Rail- 
road, which  runs  close  by  their  warehouse.  These 
gentlemen  were  together  until  1875,  and  then  our 
subject  sold  out  his  interest  to  Mr.  Truby,  and  has 
since  lived  on  his  farm.  He  has  added  to  his  orig- 
inal purchase  seventy-one  acres,  on  whicii  is  a  good 
residence,  which  he  uses  as  a  tenement  house,  as 
lie  rents  all  of  his  land.  Jlr.  Carpenter  devotes 
his  time  to  looking  after  his  interest,  investing  his 
monev  as  he  sees  fit  and,  as  he  is  of  a  specul.ative 
turn  of  mind,  lie  has  taken  many  a  bout  with  the 
bulls  and  bears  on  the  Board  of  Trade  in  Chicago. 
Mrs.  Carpenter  was  born  in  the  city  of  Chicago, 
her  patents  being  Thomas  and  Sarah  A.  (Van 
Duseii)  Spencer.  Her  mother  was  a  daughter  of 
John  Bingliam,  and  they  were  all  of  New  York. 
She  came  to  Will  County  in  1834  with  her  husband. 
Mr.  Spencer  subsequently  died  in  Kendall  County 
when  Mrs.  Carpenter  was  but  four  3'ears  of  age. 
Her  mother  died  in  1888  in  Chicago,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-eight  years.  Mrs.  Carpenter  is  a  lady  of 
no  ordinary  intelligence  and  attainments,  and  she 
h.as  endeared  herself  to  her  manj'  acquaintances  by 
I    her  pleasant  w.ays  and  kindly  acts. 
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Jlr.  Carpenter  is  one  of  the  most  influential  and 
trusted  citizens,  and  is  a  man  of  brain,  decided 
character,  and  admirable  tact.  He  is  one  of  the 
most  eflicient  civic  officials,  and  througii  iiis  lib- 
erality and  public  si)irit  this  community  has  been 
benefited  in  more  wa\-s  than  one.  He  is  now  serv- 
ing his  third  term  of  three  years  as  Highw.ay 
Commissioner  of  tlie  township,  having  been  re 
elected  last  spring.  He  is  also  Treasurer  of  the 
township,  having  served  in  that  office  with  distin- 
guished ability  for  tlie  last  si.x  years,  and  received 
his  re-appointment  last  spring.  He  takes  an  act- 
ive part  in  politics,  and  is  a  stanch  supporter  of 
the  Republican  party.  Although  not  a  member  of 
any  religious  organization,  he  has  served  as  Trus-, 
tee  of  the  church,  which  his  wife  attends,  for  the 
past  fifteen  years. 

The  chief  sorrow  of  the  otherwise  happy  wedded 
life  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  lias  been  in  the 
deatli  of  their  two  children,  a  boy  and  a  girl  in  in- 
fancy. Hut  life's  lesson  may  liave  tauglit  them  tlial 
it  is  better, 

'■Far  better  to  smile  with  a  deep  C(jntent 
O'er  their  darlings  quietly  sleeping,         * 
O'er  their  little  ones  safe  from  all  that  can  harm. 
Safe  and  quietly  sleeping. 

"The  sun  comes  U|)  and  the  sun  goes  down 
On  sorrow  and  sin  and  acliing. 
And  to  all  the  evil  that's  in  the  world 
Their  darlings  will  know  no  waking." 


'■      r     t^_ 


E^^ 


ELOER  STEPHEN  R.  BE(;OS,  the  oldest 
preacher  of  the  Methodist  denomination  in 
Northern  Illinois,  and  an  old-time  and  hon- 
ored resident  of  Plainfield,  was  born  on  a  farm  in 
Rockingham  County,  Va..  March  30,  1801,  a  son  of 
James  Beggs,  who  was  born  in  the  same  count}^  in 
1768.  Thomas  Beggs,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject was  born  in  New  Jersey,  and  James  P>eggs,  his 
father,  who  was  of  Irish  birth,  came  to  this  country 
in  Colonial  times  and  settled  in  that  State.  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject  was  reared  and  married 
in  his  native  State,  Sarah  Barnes  becoming  his  wife, 
and  before  the  breaking  out   of    the  Revolution, 


migrated  to  Rockingham,  Va.  He  joined  the  pa- 
triot arm}'  and  became  an  officer  of  the  Commissary 
Department  and  died  in  the  service  in  1779,  or  '80. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  and  married 
in  Rockingham  County,  and  resided  there  until 
1802,  when  ho  removed  to  Kentucky  making  the 
journe}'  on  horseback,  iiis  wife  also  riding  on  a 
horse  and  carrying  Stephen  in  her  lap.  They  re- 
sided in  Kentucky  three  years  and  then  settled  in 
Clarke  County,  Ind.,  where  Mr.  Beggs  cleared  a 
farm  from  the  timber  and  made  it  his  home  until 
his  death  May  13,  1835.  His  remains  are  buried  in 
the  Gazaway  church  j'ard.  The  maiden  name  of 
the  mother  of  our  subject  was  Mary  Custer,  and  she 
was  born  in  Virginia  and  of  English  ancestry.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  a  Whig  and  w.as  a  mem- 
Ijcr  of  tlie  Indiana  Territorial  Senate  for  ten  yoats. 
He  and  his  wife  both  belonged  to  the  Methodist 
Episcop.al  Church.  The  latter  died  July  7,  1833. 
They  were  the  parents  of  five  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  set  to  work  on  a 
farm  as  soon  as  he  was  large  enough  to  be  of  any 
assistance.  In  his  younger  daj'S  Indians  still  lin- 
gered in  Indiana  and  were  often  hostile,  and  when 
the  news  of  tlic  Pigeon  Roost  massacre  reached  the 
settlement,  all  gathered  at  his  father's  and  built  a 
fortification  around  the  house.  They  remained  in 
that  several  days  and  then  built  block  houses  in 
different  places.  Our  subject  was  early  instiucted 
in  religion,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  was  con- 
verted, and  at  twenty-two  commenced  preaching  at 
his  father's  home.  In  the  same  fall  he  joined  the 
Missouri  Conference  that  then  embraced  all  of  Illi- 
nois, Indiana,  Missouri  and  Arkansas.  He  remained 
in  Indiana  until  the  fall  of  1830,  and  then  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  Tazewell  Circuit,  which  included 
Peoria,  Bloomington  and  Pekin.  At  that  time 
there  were  three  families  residing  on  the  present 
site  of  Bloomington,  then  called  Blooming  Grove, 
at  Peoria  not  more  tiian  half  a  dozen  families,  and 
all  the  surrounding  country  was  wild  and  unsettled. 
In  July,  1831,  he  went  to  the  village  of  Chicago 
and  organized  the  first  Methodist  Church  ever 
started  there  and  he  was  the  first  minister  ever 
stationed  at  that  point.  In  1832  he  came  to  Plain- 
field  and  ha.s  called  this  his  home  since    th.at    time, 
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though  lie  has  liverl  away  fi'om  lieru  one  or  two 
years  at  a  time  while  preaching  at  different  places. 
In  1831  be  held  a  camp  meeting  at  Walker's  (.irove, 
as  Plainfield  was  then  called,  the  first  held  in  tliis 
section. 

Elder  Beggs  has  been  twice  married,  first  in  Sep- 
tember, 1831,  to  Elizabeth  L.  Heath,  a  native  of 
Muskingum  Countj-,  Ohio,  and  she  died  Ai)ril  7, 
1866.  His  second  marriage,  December  30,  1868,  was 
to  Sarah  R.  (Dibble)  P^rost,  a  native  of  New  York 
State.  Our  suliject  was  the  father  of  four  children 
li\'  his  first  marriage,  Mary  E.,  James  W.,  (Jeorgc 
W.  and  Charles  W. 

'TiA:MES  .tones.  The  late  dames  .Tones  de- 
serves more  than  a  passing  notice,  not  be- 
cause lie  accpiired  a  solid  financial  standing, 
. .  lint  iiecause  his  home  in  Manhattan  Town- 
ship was  a  resort  for  many  c>f  the  best  people  of  the 
county,  and  because  ins  personal  traits  of  heart  and 
mind  gave  him  the  respect  and  affection  of  all  who 
became  acquainted  with  liis  good  qualities.  He 
was  one  of  those  whole-hearted  men  who  are  ever 
ready  to  give  liberally-  of  tlieir  means,  as  well  as  of 
their  time  and  energy,  to  all  movements  for  the 
public  good,  and  who,  while  having  special  likes  in 
church  or  party,  give  honor  to  whom  honC)r  is  due 
and  display  no  bigotry.  Modest  and  unpretending, 
he  was  yet  one  of  tiie  finest  scholars  in  the  county, 
excelling  particularly  in  penmanship. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Robert  Jones, 
whose  family  consisted  of  tiiree  sons  and  three 
daughters;  lie  was  a  native  of  Delaware,  in  which 
State  his  boyliood  was  spent.  When  he  became  a 
man  he  went  to  New  York  City  and  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business,  becoming  prosperous  and  finally 
carrying  on  a  wholesale  clothing  house;  importing 
the  finest  goods  from  abroad.  In  1830  he  came 
West  to  look  after  some  investments,  dTiving  in  a 
carriage  from  New  York  City  and  bringing  his 
boys  with  him.  In  Chicago  they  found  no  board- 
ing house  but  a  shanty,  were  obliged  to  pay  twelve 
and  a  half  cents  for  a  pail  of  water,  and  to  buy 
bread  to  feed  the  horses  and  cattle  which  they  had 


brought  with  them.  ^Ir.  Jones  had  invested  in 
Illinois  hvnds,  owning  large  tracts  in  various  coun- 
ties. He  also  continued  his  business  in  New  York 
City,  where  he  breathed  his  last. 

The  members  of  the  parental  family  are:  Sarah, 
now  living  in  New  York  City;  Anna,  who  died  in 
1872;  Maria,  living  in  New  Y''ork;  Frederick,  for- 
merly- a  merchant  in  that  cit3^  who  died  in  1875; 
James,  our  subject,  and  Robert,  who  came  to  Will 
County  when  our  subject  did,  owned  and  operated 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  here,  but 
finally  returned  to  the  metropolis,  where  he  died  in 
1889. 

.lames  Jones  was  born  in  New  York  City  in  the 
year  1820.  During  his  boyhood  and  youth  he 
sometimes  accompanied  his  father  to  the  West,  en- 
joying the  journc}'  and  the  scenes  which  they  en- 
countered, as  a  bright  boy  can.  He  became  a  cadet 
at  West  Point  and  was  graduated  from  the  Military 
Academy  at  the  age  of  twentj'-one  years.  His  fa- 
ther then  started  him  in  life  with  -iiloCOOO  which 
he  invested  in  ships,  establishing  a  line  which  plied 
across  the  ocean.  For  several  years  he  gave  his 
tiine<ind  attention  to  the  shipping  business. 

One  of  his  best  vessels  went  down  with  all  on 
board,  and  refitting  anof-lier  he  sent  it  out  under 
charge  of  a  captain  who  had  been  highly  recom- 
mended to  him,  for  the  purpose  of  trading  his 
cargo  for  other  goods  in  Africa.  The  captain  sold 
the  goods,  reloaded  the  vessel  with  a  return  cargo, 
for  which  he  did  not  pay,  and  absconded  with  his 
employer's  mome}^  News  was  sent  to  Mr.  Jones, 
who  at  once  crossed  the  ocean,  visited  the  Gover- 
nor of  the  place,  but  found  that  he  could  do  noth- 
ing in  the  premises,  as  the  absconder  had  fled  into 
the  interior.  Returning  with  his  cargo  Mr.  Jones 
determined  to  abandon  the  sea.  and  so  emliarked  in 
the  wholesale  crockery,  glass  and  pottery  business 
with  a  partner. 

The  junior  memlier  of  the  firm  of  Jones  & 
Decker  ere  long  succeeded  in  getting  funds  into 
his  hands, -with  which  he  ran  awa},  andour  subject 
became  so  disgusted  with  his  experiences  that  he 
determined  to  come  West.  His  good  nature  and 
leniencj'  had  proved  his  financial  enemies,  as  they 
do  that  of  many  a  man  in  a  world  which  contains 
so  man}^  sharpers.     Telling  his  father  of  his  desire 
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to  try  :i  new  hunu',  our  suliji'i't  was  givi-ii  .scH-liun 
'J,  of  Manliattaii  Townsliiii.  this  cuuiity.  and  in  l.sj.s 
(.■aiiio  to  lliis  vicinity.  \'i>v  soiiiu  time  he  mkuIc  lii.s 
lujiiR'  with  his  uiK-ie,  KIumi  .Ioik's.  in  Now  l.eiiox 
Township,  near  the  old  Ued  Mill,  inokiiig  after  tlie 
iuiprovenients  nf  his  |ihu-e.  Iiiit  (h)ing  little  else, 
although  at  one  time  he  and  his  brother  owned  :i 
mill  on  Bluff  Street.  .Idliet.  'J'bi.s  was  destroyed  by 
Ure. 

In  18.').">  Mr.  .lones  took  pcjssessioii  of  the  larye 
brick  bouse  whirli  he  h.id  liuill  upmi  hi>  land  and 
engas^cd  in  farming.  'I'lie  luiek  which  weic  used 
in  bis  resilience  were  made  on  the  site  by  a  Mr. 
Shaw.  Mr.  .lones  proved  to  be  but  a  po(.ir  farmer 
and  manager,  so  he  finally  acted  on  advice  and 
rented  his  farm  on  sh.ares.  He  hail  four  tenants  on 
tin:  land,  which  was  divided  into  live  impioxed 
places.  Under  this  order  of  things  he  did  well  and 
ere  his  death  had  the  section  of  land  free  of  debt,  to- 
gether with  funds  in  the  .loliet  liaidi.  Ilis  beautiful 
home  was  under  the  care  of  :i  cojnpctenl  house- 
keeper, who  furnished  good  cheer  fiir  the  owner 
and  his  raan\-  friends. 

Mr.  Jones  was  a  gieal  hunter,  deligliling  exceed- 
ingly in  the  si)orl.  At  ditTercnt  times  he  .served  as 
.lustice  of  the  Teace.  but  beyond  that  never  aspired 
to  ollice.  He  was  tendered  the  nomination  of 
member  of  the  Legislature,  but  refused  to  run  al- 
though, being  a  stanch  Ke|)ulilicau.  he  woidd  un- 
doubtedh' have  been  elected.  In  New  Voikhehad 
belonged  to  the  Wesleyan  .Mclhodisl  Church,  but 
being  of  a  liberal  mind  he  beliicd  the  dilTcieul  or- 
ganizations in  this  section,  having  been  a  main  in- 
strument in  suggesting  and  building  the  St.  Paul's 
Episcopal  Church,  in  Manhattan  Township. 


AFAYETTE  M.  HENTZE.  This  gentle- 
man is  -'mine  host"  of  the  Hotel  Monroe, 
in  .Toliet,  which  he  conducts  in  an  admir- 
able manner,  ever}'  department  of  the  excellent 
hostelry  being  carefully  overseen.  The  hotel  con- 
tains seventy -two  rooms,  is  well  furnished  through- 
out,   and  its    table   supi)lied    with    a    bill  of  fare 


which  incluilcs  all  the  subslantials  of  the  cuisine 
and  the  ap|ietizing  luxuries  which  add  .a  relish  to 
the  moie  needful  foods  and  appeal  to  the  pal.atc  of 
the  more  dainty.  The  acute  pci'ceptiou  which  at 
once  delects  the  ni'eds  of  guests,  and  the  cordial 
manner  which  makes  them  at  home,  are  manifested 
by  our  subjecl  in  a  commeud.able  degree  and  add 
to  the  popularity  of  the  house  over  which  he  has 
conti'ol. 

The  forefathers  of  our  subjecl  lived  in  Holland, 
whence  at  the  time  of  the  l!evobition,  his  direct 
[irogcnitor  came  to  .\nierica  as  a  Hessian  soldier. 
Settlement  was  then  made  in  the  Stales  of  which 
the  family  have  been  eili/.ens  since  that  time. 
Henry  Hent/.e,  who  was  lioiai  in  Vermont,  mar- 
ried Miss  Charily  Could,  of  New  York,  and  reared 
several  children,  of  whom  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  the  youngest.  The  father  was  for  niany 
years  a  hop  r.aiser  and  teamster  in  New  York, 
whence  he  came  to  Illinois  in  l.S.'X),  accompanied 
by  his  son  L.  M.  The  same  year  other  meml)ers 
came,  the  group  in  this  State  then  comprising  the 
|)arents,  two  sons  and  three  daughters,  and  two 
married  daughters  remaining  in  the  East.  Of  the 
entire  family  those  now  living  are  Saiah,  wife  of 
George  Monroe,  of  .loliet;  Mrs.  I'olly  Ford,  of 
Aurora;  Mrs.  Louisa  Northam,  of  the  same  i)lace; 
^Irs.  Cornelia  Parker, of  Watertown.  N.  Y.;  (ieorge 
W..  a  dealer  in  cigars  and  tobacco  in  .loliet;  and 
the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

The  birth  of  I..  M.  1  lent/e  ociairi'ed  in  .lefferson 
County.  N.  Y.  December  (1,  Ks.'i.'!,  and  in  his  native 
Stale  he  passed  his  boyhood  and  early  3'outli,  ac- 
quiring his  earl\-  education  in  the  common  schools. 
He  was  not  yet  seventeen  years  of  age  when  he 
became  a  resident  of  Hlinois,  where  he  continued 
to  make  his  home  under  the  parental  roof  until  af- 
ter the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War.  On  .Inly 
9,  1802,  he  was  enrolled  as  a  member  of  Ccmipany 
L  One  Hundredth  Illinois  Infanlrj',  and  from  that 
time  until  the  close  of  the  war  accompanied 
his  regiment  in  their  various  campaigns,  with  the 
exception  of  four  months  spent  in  the  hospital  at 
Nashville,  Tenn.  After  having  taken  part  in  va- 
rious battles,  skirmishes  and  weaiT  marches,  endur- 
ing the  hardships  of  a  soldier's  life  and  manifest- 
ing his  loyalty  and  gallantry  throughout   his  career 
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as  a  soldier,  he  returned  to  the  pursuits  of  agri- 
culture in  the  southern  part  of  tiiis  county. 

In  1870,  Mr.  Hentze  went  to  Dakota,  whore  he 
continued  his  agricultural  labors  seven  years.  Hav- 
ing been  seriously  tormented  by  grasshoi)pcrs,  he 
determined  to  leave  the  field  to  the  insect  hordes 
and  returned  to  the  Prairie  State.  He  secured 
employment  with  Monroe  &  Sons  in  Joliet,  re- 
taining liis  position  ten  years,  after  which  he  spent 
tiro  years  in  the  eniploj'  of  Monroe  &  Seaver. 
His  next  enterprise  was  to  assume  the  manage- 
ment of  the  hotel  over  which  he  still  has  t'harge. 
He  is  a  Republican  and  a  nicnilici-  of  the  (!raml 
Army  of  the  Republic. 

An  important  event  in  the  life  of  our  subject 
was  his  marriage,  April  0,  18.')r»,  to  Miss  Ann  K. 
Peltdn,  who  ims  proved  lier  worth  as  a  wife  and 
mother  and  is  res[iected  by  her  acquaintances. 
They  are  the  i)arents  of  three  children — Henry  A., 
a  painter  in  .Toliel;  William  .1.,  manager  of  the 
iiotel:  and  Anna  S.,  who  assists  in  tiie  oversight  of 
the  affairs  of  tiie  hotel. 


^«  I»ILL1AM  A.  NICOLAUS.  Among  the  en- 
\r\J//  terprising  firms  of  the  city  of  Joliet,  none 
V^^  are  more  so  than  that  of  Nachl)our  &  Ni- 
colaus.  Young  in  years,  its  members  have  thor- 
oughly imljibed  the  spirit  of  progress  characteristic 
of  tile  .age,  and  furnish  models  of  what  may  be  ac- 
complished by  persistent  effort  and  close  applica- 
tion to  business.  Tlieir  dry-goods  establishment, 
occupying  the  lower  lloor  of  the  Barber  building, 
(the  best  in  the  city),  is  a  model  in  systematic  ar- 
rangement, completeness  in  everything  which  goes 
to  make  such  an  establishment  first  class,  and  would 
reflect  credit  upon  the  efforts  of  dealers  in  nnicli 
larger  cities.  The  success  of  the  young  men  is  in 
many  respects  phenomenal.  From  an  humble  be- 
ginning they  have  steadily  advanced  to  the  man- 
agement of  a  large  and  constantly  increasing  busi- 
ness. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Muscatine 
County,  Iowa,  December  23,  18G1.  His  father, 
Henry  J.  Nicolaus,  a  grain  dealer,   possessed  sys- 


tematic business  habits  which  were  imparted  to  his 
children.  He  died  November  4,  1872.  His  widow 
now  lives  in  Wilton,  surrounded  by  her  children 
with  the  exception  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
having  three  sons  and  one  daughter  near  her.  She 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Margaret  Frenzel,  indica- 
tive of  the  German  origin  of  her  ancestors.  The 
bo3hood  of  our  subject  was  passed  in  the  quiet  of 
home  life  until  he  reached  the  age  of  fourteen 
years,  when  he  began  laying  the  foundation  for  his 
future  success,  by  becoming  a  clerk  in  a  drj'^-goods 
establishment  where  lie  remained  six  years. 

At  the  expiration  of  this  time,  young  Nicolaus 
visited  Chicago  looking  for  a  suitable  location,  and 
from  that  city  came  to  Joliet  in  September,  1883. 
Engaging  as  clerk  with  a  firm  here,  he  acted  in  that 
capacit}'  until  the  following  January,  when  he  be- 
came a  partner  in  the  business,  the  firm  name  being 
changed  to  Nachbour  &  Nicolaus,  under  which  the 
business  is  still  conducted.  Mr.  Nicolaus  takes 
great  interest  in  everything  calculated  to  promote 
the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  city  and  the  coun- 
try contiguous  thereto.  He  and  his  partner  take 
just  pride  in  owning  some  of  the  best  horses  to  be 
found  in  Northern  Illinois. 

Mr.  Nicolaus  set  up  his  own  household  on  Janu- 
ary 10,  1883,  when  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Louella  L.,  daughter  of  L.  L.  Lane,  of  Musca- 
tine, Iowa.  This  pleasing  and  intelligent  lady  in- 
vests their  dwelling  with  the  attributes  of  true 
home  life,  makiug  of  it  the  center  of  their  social 
existence.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nicolaus  are  the  happj- 
parents  of  one  child. 


4-^-i^^^=4^-^- 


EROME  DOXTADER,  whose  life  work  has 
lieeu  farming,  owns  and  occupies  a  valuable 
tract  of  land  on  section  21,  New  Lenox 
Township,  in  addition  to  which  he  owns 
property  in  the  village  of  New  Lenox.  In  a  quiet 
and  unassuming  manner  Mr.  Doxtader  has  pursued 
his  way  in  life,  conscientious!}^  discharging  the  du- 
ties which  lay  in  his  pathwaj",  accumulating  a  com- 
fortable share  of  this  world's  goods,  and  gaining 
esteem  from  all  who  know  him. 
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From  honorable  (iernian  ancestry  M';.  Doxtader 
derives  llie  sterling  traits  of  liis  ehnrnctcr.  His 
parents,  .lulin  J.  and  I'liu'lie  15.  (  Dileiiliacii )  Dux- 
tader,  were  natives  of  Montiioimry  (uunlv,  N.  \ .. 
in  which  liiey  ak^o  deparlcd  this  litV.  Tiicy  had 
nine  cliildren,  of  wiioni  llicir  sun  .Icrdine  was  tlio 
j'oungest.  He  was  bora  in  the  same  (•(.unity  as  liis 
parents,  his  natal  day  beiii^f  Xii\ciuber  1.  is2;i. 
His  life  until  his  twenty-third  year  was  s|iciit  in 
his  native  county,  pursuing  the  opimrliinilies  af- 
forded him  for  acquiring  an  educatinn,  and  the  ag- 
ricullura!  work  which  he  chose  as  his  Vdcation.  In 
the  fail  (if  IS.-.  1  he  came  to  the  I'rairic  State,  and 
choosing  a  location  in  New  Lenox  Townsliip.  this 
count}-,  has  since  resided   here. 

One  of  the  most  important  steps  in  tlie  life  of 
Mr.  Doxtader  was  consummated  October  l':!,  I.s.'jS, 
when  in  this  township  he  became  the  Imsband  of 
Delia  Hartshorn.  This  lady  is  a  daugliter  of  David 
and  Fannie  (.Mellen)  Hartshorn,  and  was  born  in 
this  township  .about  1810.  .She  was  a  good  woman, 
faithful  to  bei'  duties  as  wife  and  inotlier,  and  ex- 
hibiting toward  neighbors  and  ;ic(ptaintances 
the  kindliness  of  a  gentle  nature  .muiI  Cliristiau 
spirit.  She  entered  into  rest  .luly  21.  IsTS, 
monined  by  a  largo  circle  of   friends. 

To  .Ml.  and  .Mrs.  Doxtader  three  childri'ii  were 
born,  nainelv.  Wiilard  K. :  .lolm  D..  who  died  wlien 
nineteen  years  old;  and  Lydi.a  L..  who  is  now  teach- 
ing in  New  I.eiiox.  They  received  good  advan- 
tages in  the  way  of  education  and  home  training, 
and  the  surviving  son  and  daughter  are  doing 
credit  to  the  name  they  bear.  Mr.  Doxtader  is  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  in  tlie 
faith  of  which  iiis  wife  died.  He  believes  that  the 
princii)les  embodied  in  the  Democratic  platform 
are  those  best  adnpted  to  the  needs  of  the  iieople. 
and  he  therefore  su|ipoits  them  with  his  voice  aii'l 


"yi  M.  Cri.\'KH.  Superintendent  and  Man- 
(?'j         ager  of  the  Ashley  Wwc  \\'orks,  in  Joliet. 

()  ^  is  well  known  here  and  liighh'  respected 
qJ  for  his  sobriety,  honesty  and  indiistr}-.   His 

career  has  not  been  devoid  of  exciting  incidents, 


and  he  has  been  '-in  perils  oft"  on  fields  of  carnage 
and  in  dangerous  campaigns,  while  even  the  peace- 
ful arts  he  has  pursued  have  not  been  wil.iout  some 
lialiility  to  .accidents. 

Mr.  fuher  was  liorn  in  Cazenovia,  N.  Y.,  May 
IS.  lSl-_',  and  is  of  honorable  ancestry.  His  grand- 
father. Col.  Richard  Culver,  was  a  brave  oflicer  of 
the  War  of  isii'.  His  mother  belonged  to  the 
illustrious  fainily  that  gave  to  our  country  "Old 
Tippecanoe"  and  our  present  honored  President. 
The  falhei',  liichanl  K,  Culver,  was  a  merchant  in 
Rnffalo  iinlil  l.si'.l,  when  he  disposed  of  his  stock 
and  icmov.'d  to  Wisconsin,  engaging  in  farming 
until  his  death,  in  l.s.'ii'.  The  farm  was  then  sold 
and  the  family  ni.ade  their  home  in  Waukesha, 
whiMC  .Mis.  Paulina  (Harrison)  Culver  died. 

The  c'lucation  of  him  of  wlnnn  we  write  was 
(jlitained  in  the  public  schools,  and  he  began  life 
as  a  harness-maker.  He  remained  in  Waukesha 
until  1S.-|(;.  when  he  came  to  .loliet.  lnl.S01,at 
the  lirsl  sound  of  the  war-cry,  he  returned  to  his 
former  home  and  enlisted  in  Comiiany  F,  i''ifth 
\Viseonsiu  Infanlry,  under  ('apt.  Irving  P.eam  and 
Col.  Cobb.  The  regiment  was  at  once  called  into 
active  service  in  the  Arm}'  of  the  Potomacand  with 
that  |i:irt  of  the  I'nion  forces  went  on  the  Penin- 
suhir  ( :un[iaign.  At  \Villiamsburg  Mr.  Cu[ver  was 
wounded  in  both  legs  and  head,  and  received  a 
fui  lough,  subsequently  being  discharged  on  account 
of   the  injuries. 

Too  [latriotic  to  remain  at  home  while  the  coun- 
try was  still  in  danger,  Mr,  Culver  re-enlisted 
after  a  partial  recovery,  joining  the  Third^  AViscon- 
sin  Cavalry,  in  Uompanj'  D.  AV'ith  that  bod}'  he 
was  sent  into  the  dangerous  regions  infested  with 
bushwhackers,  where  many  a  deed  of  daring  was 
done  and  man\  a  haz.-irdous  journey  iierformed  by 
the  lirave  men,  to  whom  capture  meant  certain 
death.  He  was  present  at  Pilot  Knob  and  Inde- 
pendence, and  made  oiu'  of  the  band  that  captured 
Gen.  Marmaduke.  ■Mhe  li(jn  of  the  jungle."  The 
tireless  band  to  which  .Mr.  Culver  belonged  fol- 
lowed Price  lo  the  Arkansas  Hiver  and  then  turned 
to  scatter  < ^•uanti-eH's  guerrillas.  After  the  war  was 
ended  and  the  reliefs  had  laid  down  their  arms, 
they  were  detailed  to  guard  Gen.  Buttcrfield  dur- 
ing the  construction  of  the  route  through  the  moun- 
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tains  past  Denver.  Mr.  Culver  then  rode  back  to 
Mailison,  Wis.,  and  received  an  lionorable  dis- 
cliargc. 

Coming  back  to  .loliet,  Mr.  Culver  engaged  in 
roofing  for  a  Ijriof  ijcriod,  following  wliieli  he  was 
with  the  Anu'rican  Sewing  Machine  Company  as 
general  manager  live  years.  After  a  season  in  the 
rolling  mills  lie  was  requested  by  Oliver  Bros., 
of  Pittsburg,  wild  had  bought  the  plant  of  .Scutt 
it  Co.,  to  take  charge  of  a  divisiun  in  the  Smoky 
City,  and  did  so,  moving  to  that  [ilace.  lie  re- 
inaiiieil  there  three  years  and  six  months  and  then 
;icceded  to  :'.  personal  request  to  return  to  .billet 
and  take  charge  of  the  Ashley  Wire  Works.  The 
responsible  position  lie  then  assumed  lie  is  still 
hdlding,  satisfjdng  his  eiiqiloyers  and  pleasing  his 
patrons. 

In  Joliet,  in  lyGG,  Mr.  Culver  was  united  in 
marriage  witii  Miss  Sarah  Dice,  a  worthy  woman, 
who  lived  until  1 -STi.  To  them  were  burn:  Lewis 
K.,  who  died  in  IHTt;;  Charles;  and  Willie,  who 
died  i:i  l.^T.'i.  After  the  death  of  his  Erst  wife  Mr. 
Culver  reinaineil  a  widower  until  ,Iuiie  II,  1882, 
when  he  led  to  the  hymeneal  altar  Miss  Catharine 
( i  I  vL'u.  a  lad_v  of  great  worth  of  character  and  man}' 
womanly  aceomplishments.  She  has  borne  him  a  win- 
.M)me  daughter,  Ida  Nettie,  wiiose  natal  day  was 
April  •.'."!.  1S80.  Mr.  Culver  is  a  member  of  Post 
Xo.  '2.  r.  \'.  U.,  and  holds  the  ollice  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel.  He  was  reared  to  a  belief  in  the  tenets 
of  the  'laiilist  Church,  and  to  it  gives  his  support 
and  personal  inlluence.  His  wife  also  attends  that 
church. 


\|]  AMES  CURRY  ORADY,  of  Joliet,  was  born 
in  Dublin,  Ireland,  November  2G,  1836,  and 
spent  his  early  years  near  his  birthplace. 
Young  Grady  learned  the  trade  of  a  mechan- 
ical engineer.  lie  came  to  America  in  1858,  his 
lirst  sojourn  being  at  Portland,  Me.,  whence  he  went 
to  Toronto,  Canada,  and  thence  to  Chicago,  111.,  in 
1861.  He  tooK  a  position  on  the  Illinois  Central 
Railroad,  remaining  in  the  Garden  City  until  186.S, 
u  hen  he  eiitered  the  employ  of  the  Chicago  &  Al- 


ton road,  in  whose  service  he  has  been  continuously 
since  that  date.  In  1864  he  removed  to  Joliet,  in 
which  city  he  has  since  made  his  home.  During 
these  twentj'-seven  years  of  employment  by  the 
Chicago  it  Alton  Railroad  Company,  Mr.  Grady 
has  been  on  all  the  branches  of  the  system,  and  has 
drawn  all  kinds  of  trains.  A  still  more  remarkable 
fact  connected  with  h's  career,  is  that  he  has  never 
had  an  accident. 

INIr.  Grady  is  a  son  C)f  Henry  Grad3%  a  native  of 
Galwa^',  Ireland.  His  parents  came  to  Chicago  by 
the  way  of  New  ( )rleans.  The  Southern  branch  of 
the  family  produced  Henry  Grady  of  Atlanta,  Ga., 
the  noted  orator  and  journalist  whose  recent  death 
w.as  mourned  far  and  wide. 

Miss  Ann  Blake,  a  native  of  his  own  birthplace, 
won  the  esteem  of  Mr.  Grady,  and  his  wooing  hav- 
ing proven  successful,  they  were  joined  in  holy 
wedlock  according  to  the  ritual  of  the  Church  of 
Kiiglaiid,  .Iaiiu;iry  10,  18.56,  in  Clonmel  Parish, 
County  Tipi>erary,  Ireland.  Their  happy  union  has 
been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  nine  children — Eliza- 
beth, Henry,  Will,  Joiin,  Annie,  Mar}-,  Rosabel, 
Mabel,  and  James.  The  three  eldest  are  married; 
Henry  is  a  passenger  conductor  for  the  Union  Pa- 
cific and  Oregon  Navigation  Company,  having 
risen  through  successive  promotions;  he  is  one  of 
the  most  trusted  railroad  men  on  the  P.acifie  Slope; 
his  home  is  at  LTmatilla,  Ore.  Will  is  with  the 
Elgin,  Joliet  &  Eastern  Railroad:  John  is  Superin- 
tendent of  the  machiner}'  in  an  extennive  manu- 
factory in  Anderson,  Ind.  All  the  children  were 
given  excellent  educations  in  the  Joliet  High 
School,  and  Annie  is  now  a  teacher  in  that  institu- 
tion, wdiile  Rosa  was  accorded  the  honor  of  being 
chosen  a  teacher  immediately  on  graduation.  Mar}' 
evinces  a  decided  musical  talent,  and  makes  that 
her  siiecialty. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gr.ady  are  members  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church.  Mr.  (irady  has  passed  through  the 
Masonic  ranks  of  the  Blue  Lodge,  Chapter  and 
Commander}-.  He  enjoys  the  legitimate  result  of 
a  life  of  honor  and  industry  in  the  respect  of  his 
fellow-men.  and  the  comforts  of  a  cozy  home  on 
Eastern  Avenue,  presided  over  by  a  capable  house- 
keeper, and  blessed  liy  the  presence  of  cultured 
children  and  friends. 
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ir,-.  ENRY  SPANGLER.  A  stranger  (voiild  not 
Y  )i  l>e  in  this  count}-  long  without  hcarinjr  llic 
4>/  name  which  stands  at  the  head  of  this  hio- 
\£)  irraphical  notice,  and  learning  that  it  is  the 
cognomen  of  a  prominent  citizen  of  Jackson  Town- 
siiip,  and  one  who  is  widely  known  throughout  the 
County.  At  present  this  gentleman  lK)lds  thcollicc 
of  Suiicrvisor,  a  position  in  which  lie  has  served 
his  fellow-men  for  several  years,  his  continuance  in 
il  proving  conclusively  that  the  duties  have  been 
discharged  in  a  satisfactory  maimer.  This  is  not 
the  only  public  capacity  in  wliicii  Mr.  Spaugler  has 
acted.  In  1882  he  was  electeil  County  Treasurer, 
and  for  four3'ears  his  financial  ability  and  integrity 
were  made  useful  in  that  capacity. 

Pennsylvania  was  the  native  State  of  I)a\  id 
Spangler  and  Amelia  Bate\-.  wlio  liccame  man  and 
wife,  and  reared  a  famil}'  of  nine  cliildren.  They 
r<'moved  to  Summit  Count}',  Oliio,  in  which  tlie 
latter  years  of  their  life  were  spent.  There  tlieir 
youngest  child  was  born  February  215,  |s.".7.  be 
being  the  gentleman  of  whom  we  write.  lie  re- 
mained in  liis  native  State  until  he  was  twenty- 
years  old,  in  the  meantime  becoming  well  versed 
in  the  management  of  a  farm,  as  his  father  was  an 
agriculturist,  and  acquiring  a  good  education. 

Tpon  leaving  Ins  native  State,  Mr.  Si)angler  re- 
pairi'd  to  this  county,  and  at   once  made  a   sctlle- 


raent  on  section  12,  Jackson  Township,  engaging 
in  agricultural  pursuits.  So  successful  have  been 
his  laliors,  that  he  now  owns  five  hundred  and  sixtj- 
acres  in  Jackson  and  Manhattan  Townships,  and  has 
an  assured  financial  standing.  Every  detail  of  the 
work  carried  on  upon  his  place  is  under  careful 
oversight,  and  ever\-  part  of  the  large  estate  evinces 
the  taste  and  ability  of  the  owner.  A  full  line  of 
Iniildings  may  be  seen  thereon,  all  substantial  and 
well  designed,  while  stock  and  machinery  are  ex- 
cellent and  sufficient  in  number  and  quantity. 

The  [jleasant  home  of  Mr.  Spangler  is  presided 
over  by  a  lady  whose  intelligence  and  grace  add  to 
the  attractions  of  the  hospitable  dwelling.  She  was 
known  in  her  maidenhood  as  Miss  Rachael  Grove, 
and  was  a  native  of  Summit  County,  Ohio,  in 
whicli  her  marriage  to  our  subject  took  place.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Spangler  have  four  living  children,  named 
respectively:  Samuel  M.,  Ellery  (i.,  Alvin  O.,  and 
Dora  A.  They  mourn  the  loss  of  a  daughter, 
Almeda  M..  who  died  at  the  .age  of  nine  j'ears.  Mr. 
S|iangler  is  a  Democrat,  and  has  taken  quite  an 
active  part  in  political  affairs.  Tlie  family  is  re- 
garded as  a  credit  to  the  section  in  which  they  re- 
side, and  were  a  wish  expressed  regarding  them,  it 
would  bo  that  they  might  long  continue  tlu'ir  resi- 
dence here,  as  their  [iresent  health  promises  will  be 
the  case. 
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VNE  of  Uie  most  inipordiiit  fac- 
tors in  the  business  devcloi)- 
iDeiit   :uul    prosperity    of   a 
/i.  ciiy,  county  or  State,  is  its 
Ct  "^l|.'^-^^S^<?^<■^  railroad  fouiiuuiiieatioiis.    A 
'    ^  retrospeelioii  of  tlie  history 

of  the  Soutli  Philte  Country  simc 
the  advent  of  raihoad  facilities,  will 
convince  liie  careful  observer  of  the 
immense  lienefit  resulting  from  the 
introduction  of  this  essential  adjunct 
of  commercial  enterprise.  The  fol- 
lowing l)rief  sketches  of  the  leading 
railroads  tif  this  section  of  the  great 
th  uill  form  an  interesting  feature  of 
It  may  be  remarked  in  this  connec- 
tion that  the  roads  referred  to  arc  not  only  the  im- 
portant corporations  of  Kansas,  but  stand  among 
the  first  in  the  Nation. 


common  uc:i 
this  Ai.iUM. 
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\I'  .S  among  the  oldest  and  most  in)poitant  trunk 
It  lines,  having  Chicago  for  its  eastern  terminus — 
/li  the  completion  of  tliis  road  in  Illinois  marked 
an  important  era  in  the  deveIo|)mcnt  of  the  north- 
era  and  western  portion  of  the  State,  :is  well  as 
contributing  to  the  upbuildihg  of  many  thriving 


manufacturing  cities  on  its  line — notably  Joliet. 
Jloline,  Rock  Island  and  l)aveuport;  also  with  its 
two  branches  extending  to  Peoria,  has  opened  up 
good  markets  for  tlie  e.xtenaive  coal  and  agricul- 
tural resources  of  that  loealit}',  likewise  giving  a 
ra()i<l  impetus  to  the  commercial  .and  manufactur- 
ing resources  of  Peoria.  Moline  (except  Chicago), 
is  probably  the  most  important  and  extensive  man- 
ufacturing city  on  the  line,  and  through  the  enter- 
prise of  the  great  Rock  Island  Route  it  has  been 
enabled  to  lay  down  its  manufactured  wares  to  the 
farmers  of  Southern  Iowa,  Northern  Missouri  and 
K;insas,  i-heapcr  th:iu  by  any  other  rci:id,  and  the 
vast  lumber  interests  of  the  cities  of  Kork  Isiniid 
.and  I)a\eni)oi-t  have  by  means  of  this  line  been 
en:il)led  to  n-.'u-h  the  most  important,  as  well  as  thef 
most  remote,  i)laces  in  Kansas.  The  Rock  Island 
has  always  been  in  the  very  van  of  railroail  prog- 
ress; while  always  solid  ami  substantial,  yet  it  has 
ever  been  steadily  ami  constantly  building  new 
lines  and  extending  its  system  until  it  now  ramilies 
into  the  best  regions  of  the  Mississippi  and  Mis- 
souri \'alleys.  It  lines  extending  to  Denver,  Colo- 
rado .Springs,  and  other  points  in  Colorado,  offer 
unsur|)assed  faciliti''s,  to  the  tourist  or  man  of  busi- 
ness for  elegant  ami  comforUible  traveling;  its 
su[)erb  dining  cars  have  among  travelers  ni.ade  it 
renowned  .as  among  the  best  roads  of  the  West.  In 
brief  the  Rock  Island  Companv  has  by  a  judicious 
system  of  i)ermanent  improvements,  .•mil  b^-  the  iu- 
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truduction  of  all  modern  appliances  which  teiul  to 
the  pi'eservation  of  life  aiul  property,  placetl  itself 
ill  such  a  condition,  materially  and  physically,  that 
its  financial  future  cannot  be  affected  by  the  con- 
tingencies which  seriously  affect  other  roads.  Its 
success  as  one  of  the  great  highways  of  the  "West 
is  an  assured  reality.  It  miglit  be  appropriately 
noted  here  that  while  much  of  this  road's  past  suc- 
cess may  be  attributed  to  its  admirable  geograj^h- 
ical  location,  embracing  a  very  rich  section  of  the 
country  for  local  trallic,  and  with  a  termini  on  Lake 
Michigan,  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri  Rivers  and 
Denver,  the  heart  uf  the  Rocky  Mountain  le- 
gions, equally  as  much  is  due  to  the  stability  of  the 
management,  and  to  the  fact  that  the  proiierty  has 
never  yet  become  the  foot-ball  of  speculators.  It 
is  not  surprising  that  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  A' 
Pacific  has  maintained  a  firm  position  as  an  invest- 
ment in  the  mone^'ed  centers  of  the  world,  and  it 
has  acquired  a  well-merited  popularity  with  the 
traveling  and  shipping  jiublic.  Its  steel  rails  and 
well  liallasted  road-bed  have  long  since  made  it  the 
favoril(!  with  shippers,  and  its  freight  trallic  is  im- 
nien.'ie  and  growing.  At  Council  Bluffs  and  Omaha, 
connections  are  made  with  all  roads  centering 
Ihere.  It  is  the  most  direct  and  shortest  route  be- 
tween Omaha  and  Chicago — and  hence  the  favorite 
of  shi|ipers.  At  Davenport  a  branch  diverges  to 
the  Southwest,  and  extends  to  Kansas  City,  Leav- 
onworlli,  Atchison  and  St.  Joseph. 

At  SI.  .loseph  the  load  crosses  the  Missouri  and 
enters  Kuiu^as;  at  lluiton  the  line  diverges  and  ex- 
nteiids  lip  into  Nel)iaska  as  far  .as  Nelson;  from 
Fairbury,  Neb  ,  the  line  extends  through  Northern 
Kansas  to  l)en\er,  and  Colorado  Springs.  F'rom 
IIort()n  the  line  leads  in  a  southwesterly  <iirection 
through  Topeka.  the  eaiiital  of  the  State;  thence  to 
Ileringlon,  Hutchinson  and  to  Liberal,  the  latter 
lilace  on  the  line  of  the  Indian  Territory.  At  i\Ie- 
Faihmd  a  spur  extemls  in  a  northwestern  direction 
through  Manhattan  and  Clay  Center  to  Belleville, 
where  a  junction  is  made  with  the  main  line  to 
Denver.  Col.;  at  ilerin^ton  a  short  branch  goes  to 
Aliilene  and  Salina.  From  llerington  the  line 
passes  south  through  Wichita  and  Wellington  to 
Caldwell,  on  the  line  of  the  Indian  Territory. 

With    its    accustomed    energ\-  this   r<!ail  was  the 


first  to  complete  its  line  into  the  Oklahoma  country, 
(Kissing  through  Kingfisher,  and  having  El  Reno 
for  its  Southern  terminus. 

CU.VU.YCTKKISTICS  OF  TIIK   KOAD. 

The  whole  number  of  miles  operated  by  the  Chi- 
cago, Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railway  at  the  present 
time,  including  second  tracks  and  sidings,  is  about 
four  thousand  and  ninety-three  miles.  The  main 
track  mileage  in  the  following  States  is:  Illinois, 
236  miles;  Iowa,  1,0G6.10;  Missouri,  286.70;  Kan- 
sas, 1,147.37;  Nebraska,  140.97;  Colorado,  376.06  ; 
an<l  Indi.an  Territory,  )  06.75 — 186.70  second  track, 
and  about  565.45  side  track. 

This  company  has  a  contract  for  joint  use  of 
track  with  the  Hannibal  &  St.  Joseph  between  Kan- 
sas City  and  Cameron  Junction;  with  the  Union 
Pacific  Railway  from  Kansas  City  to  North  Topeka, 
also  from  Linion  to  Denver;  and  with  the  Denver 
it  Rio  Grande  between  Denver  and  Pueblo. 

The  principal  shops  of  this  company  are  located 
at  Chicago,  111.;  Rock  Island,  111. ;  Stewart,  Iowa, 
Trenton,  Mo.;  Horton  and  Goodland,  Kan.;  and 
Roswell,  Colo.  Solid  trains,  carrying  all  classes 
of  passengers,,  are  run  through  between  Chicago, 
Denver,  Pueblo,  Colorado  Springs,  via  St.  Joseph, 
Kansas  City  and  Toiieka;  through  trains  to  Wich- 
ita, El  Reno  (B^t.  Reno),  Hutchinson,  Dodge  Cit}-, 
Salina  and  Al)ilene.  The  line  is  jquipped  with 
lirst-class  baggage,  mail,  smoking  cars  and  coaches; 
chair  cars  of  the  latest  improved  pattern  of  chairs, 
and  Pullman  Palace  Sleeping  Cars.  Dining  cars 
are  now  running  on  all  through  passenger  trains 
lietween  Colorado  points  and  Chicago,  and  also 
lietwcen  Council  Bluffs  and  Chicago,  and  eating- 
houses  are  located  at  convenient  points  on  all  divis- 
ions tor  the  accommodation  of  local  trains.  It  is 
contemplated  to  establish  dining-car  service  on  the 
whole  line,  in  the  near  future.  In  regard  to  freight 
trallic,  the  management  has  a  comprehensive  sys 
tem  of  through  cars  and  way-billing  to  all  promi- 
nent points  in  the  West,  Northwest  and  Southwest. 
Having  their  own  rails  between  Chicago,  Peoria 
and  Kansas  City,  St.  Joseph,  Omaha  and  Denver, 
no  delays  or  transfers  between  Chicago  and  any  of 
these  points.  .41so  run  through  cars  to  the  Pacilic 
Coast  via  all  lines   having   terminals  on  the  coast. 
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Less  than  car-load  shipments  to  all  piorainent 
poiius  ill  througli  cars,  thus  avoiiliug  transfers  and 
delay.  Special  attention  is  paid  to  live  stock  from 
all  points  on  the  line.  At  present  there  is  one 
iiundrcd  and  eighty-seven  niilcs  of  double  tr.ack 
being  operated,  one  hundred  and  eighty-one  miles 
of  which  is  located  in  Illinois,  between  Chicago 
an<l  Uock  Island;  the  balance  in  Iowa,  from  Da- 
vcnpcrt  to  what  is  known  as  Double  Track  Junc- 
ti(jn,  about  six  miles  west  of  Davenport  on  the 
t'ouncil  ISluff  line. 

Tlie  experience  of  llie  past  Iims  clearly  demon- 
strated tliat  whatever  is  undertaken  by  llie  mana- 
gers of  the  Rock  Island  is  not  inerel)'  tlone,  but 
done  well,  that  they  possess  to  an  almost  unlimited 
extent  the  confidence  of  Eastern  and  European 
caijitalists,  and  that  the^'  are  remarkably  shrewd 
and  far-seeing  in  an3thing  which  affects  the  present 
or  the  future  interests  of  tiieir  property. 

It  will  be  observed  that  all  the  great  leading 
marts  of  trade  in  Kansas  are  tapped  by  tliis  road, 
thereby  giving  to  that  (jc^rtion  of  the  West  a  strong 
and  substantial  ci)ni|]<'tili\  e  market  with  the  great 
Ivistcrn  commercial  centers. 
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lirsl  liuilt  froiu  Atchison  to  ToiJcka,  in 
1«(;;»,  and  fur  many  years  tlie  foriiier  city 
was  tlie  Ivistern  terminus  of  the  road.  The  iiiaii- 
agement  of  the  .S.anta  Fe,  with  wonderful  energy, 
pushed  out  ils  lines  in  every  direction  into  tiie 
young  anil  growing  .Slate  of  Kansas,  and  in  the 
majority  of  instances  preceding  settlement  and 
civilization.  This  road  was  tlie  lirst  to  penclrate 
acro.ss  the  soiilhern  part  of  Colorado,  vi.a  I'uelilo 
and  Trinidad  into  New  Mexico,  until  ils  lines  pene- 
trated the  ol<l  adol>e  town  of  Santa  Fe,  whose  citi- 
zens were  half  .Spanish  and  half  Mexican.  As  ils 
course  penetrated  the  wilderness  it  sometimes  fol- 
lowed the  old  Santa  Fe  Trail,  and  generally  not  far 
distant   at    an\'    time    from    tlie   •■trail"    wliicli    liad 


been  made  famous  years  before  by  trappers  and 
also  by  the  Governmeut  freighters.  The  mar- 
velous growth  and  development  of  the  Stale  of 
of  Kansas  is  in  a  great  measure  due  to  the  enter- 
prise and  public  spirit  of  the  managers  of  the  Santa 
Fe  System.  Not  only  did  they  devote  their  en- 
ergy to  the  upbuilding  of  the  road,  but  at  great 
expense  they  maintained  emigration  and  Colonial 
agents  in  the  various  countries  of  Euiope,  as  well 
as  in  the  Eastern,  Middle  and  Southern  States, 
thereby  advertising  the  State  of  Kansas  as  no  other 
State  has  heretofore  been  done.  Its  climate,  its 
soil  and  great  advantages  to  the  home  seeker  were 
at  times  fully  portrayed  by  the  enterprise  of  this 
road — evi-ry  fostering  care  was  given  to  the  stock 
and  raneli  men,  to  the  merchant,  the  mechanic  and 
the  manufacturer  to  settle  in  Kansas — as  a  result 
we  have  here  a  State  in  the  center  of  the  I'liion,  of 
liounaless  agricultural  resources,  settled  by  a  wide- 
awake, enterprising  and  prosperous  people.  The 
Santa  F'e  owns  and  operates  more  miles  of  road  in 
Kansas  than  an3'  other  line,  with  its  vast  system  of 
lOast  and  West,  North  and  South  lines  reaclung 
every  imiiortaut  town  in  the  State,  and  i)enetrating 
sixty-three  counties  in  Kansas.  The  magnitude  of 
its  business  is  immense.  Its  lines  beginning  at  the 
Missouri  River  towns  in  Kansas  are  St.  Joseph,  Atch- 
ison, Leavenworth  and  Kansas  City;  extends  soutii 
to  Cott'ey  ville,  Arkan.sas  City,  Ilunnewell,  Caldwell, 
New  Kiowa  (thence  to  the  Pan  Handle  of  Texas), 
.•mil  uorlli  to  Superior,  in  Nebraska;  Concord i.a. 
Clay  Center  Minneaiiolis,  and  other  Nortlierii 
Kansas  cities.  Its  main  lines  and  branches  leach 
nearly  every  imi)ortant  city  in  the  Stale.  St.  Jo- 
seph, on  the  ^Missouri  side  of  the  river,  has  a  popu- 
lation of  nearly  one  liiindred  thousand,  and  its 
wholesale  trade  is  heavy  throughout  the  West 
Atchison  is  a  growing  city  of  about  twenty  tln>us- 
and  people;  the  Soldiers'  Orphans  Home  of  tlie 
Slate  is  located  here.  Leavenworth,  with  her  thirty 
thousand  people,  is  an  imiiortant  manufacturing 
center.  Leavenworth  was  the  earliest  famous  cily 
o!"  Kaii.sas,  as  it  was  the  origin.al  outfitting  poiii!  for 
travel  and  tr.adic  across  the  plains.  The  Kansas 
systi^m  lu.ay  be  described  as  a  main  east  and  west  line. 
over  four  liundred  miles  in  length,  with  branch 
lines  exleiicling  in  cver\- direction  where  an  area  of 
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particularly  rich  country,    or   some    oilier  special 
advantages  invited  a  line  of  rails. 

The  road  from  Topeka,  after  ISG'J,  was  extended 
west  and  south,  and  then  enst  to  Kansas  City  by 
purchase  of  a  line  l)uilL  by  another  company.  From 
Kansas  City,  in  1SS7-88  the  line  was  extended  to 
Chicago,  under  the  name  of  the  Chicago,  Santa  Fe 
&  California  Road;  in  1887,  also  the  purchase  of 
the  Gulf,  Colorado  &  Santa  Fe  Road,  and  the  ex- 
tension of  the  Kansas  lines  through  the  Indian 
Territory  to  Texas,  gave  the  companj-  a  line  to  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico.  So  that  at  the  present  time  tiie 
Santa  Fe  System  proper  begins  at  Chicago,  passes 
through  Illinois,  Iowa,  Missouri,  Kansas,  Colorado, 
Indian  Territory,  Texas,  New  Mexico,  Arizona 
and  California,  and  has  for  its  Southern  terminals 
Galveston,  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  El  Paso,  on 
the  INIexican  frontier;  and  for  its  Western  terminals 
San  Diego  and  Los  Angeles,  on  the  Pacific  Coast, 
(San  Francisco  being  practically  a  Pacific-Coast 
terminal,  as  it  is  reached  via  Mojave,  over  the 
tracks  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railway);  and  for 
its  Northern  terminals  Chicago,  St.  Joseph,  Mo., 
Superior,  Neb.,  and  Denver,  the  capital  of  Colo- 
rado. 

Chicago  to  Kansas  City  is  practically  an  air  line, 
being  the  most  straight  and  direct  of  any  road 
between  the  two  cities.  It  passes  through  a  large 
number  of  imixntant  towns  in  Illinois,  including 
Joliet,  with  its  great  steel  worics,  and  other  manu- 
facturing interests.  The  next  important  place  is 
Streator,  a  few  miles  south  of  the  latter  place;  a 
branch  extends  to  the  thriving  city  of  Pekin,  on 
the  Illinois  River.  From  .Streator  the  main  line 
crosses  the  Illinois  at  C^hillicothe,  and  extends 
through  Peoria  and  Knox  Counties  to  the  beauti- 
ful 'ind  enterprising  city  of  Galesburg,  here  it 
comes  in  competition  with  several  lines  of  the 
Burlington  System;  thence  miming  in  a  southwest- 
erly direction  tlirough  a  rich  and  populous  section, 
crossing  the  Mississipi)i  at  Ft.  Madison,  on  a  mag- 
nificent steel  bridge.  Here  the  company  have 
established  shops,  that  being  the  terminus  of  the 
two  operating  divisions  of  the  road.  From  Ft. 
Madison  by  a  spur  Keokuk  is  readied.  The  line 
through  Missouri  shows  very  heavy  eonstruetion 
work,  made  to  secure  what  was  desired    in  the  way 


of  distance  and  grades.  Along  the  Santa  Fe  new 
towns  are  springing  up,  and  new  indusfries  are  be- 
ing devtloped.  Twenty  miles  east  of  Kansas  City 
the  Missouri  River  is  crossed  by  a  steel  bridge,  so 
that  the  line  enters  Kansas  City  on  the  south  sids 
of  the  river.  From  Kansas  City  to  Topeka  the 
line  runs  on  the  South  bank  of  the  Kansas  River; 
at  Wilder  and  Holliday  are  points  for  the  depart- 
ure of  branch  lines — one  northwest  to  Atchison, 
and  the  other  southwest  through  Ottawa  and  South- 
ern Kansas,  being  known  as  the  Southern  Kansas 
division  of  the  Santa  Fe  System.  From  Lawrence 
U)  Topeka  the  road  is  still  in  the  Kansas  Valley, 
through  a  veritable  garden.  Native  trees  of  great 
height  overhang  the  railway  here  and  there,  and  in 
the  spring  and  summer  the  crops  look  green  and 
luxuriant.  The  approach  to  Topeka  is  through  the 
long  yards,  and  by  the  vast  machine  shops  of  the 
Santa  Fe  Comjjany,  across  various  broad  streets  to 
a  commodious  brick  station. 

The  general  ollices  of  the  road  are  in  Topeka, 
and  occupy  a  handsome  and  commodious  building 
near  the  State  eapitol.  From  Topeka  to  Denver 
the  Santa  Fe  Route  runs  for  about  seventy-five 
miles  in  a  south westerl}'  direction  to  the  u|)per  wa- 
ters of  Neosho  River,  at  Emporia,  passing  through 
Osage  County,  where  are  found  some  of  the  richest 
coal  fields  of  the  West.  At  Newton  the  line  di- 
verges south  through  Southern  Kansas,  the  Indian 
Territory  and  Texas  to  Galveston;  .continuing 
west  from  Newton  the  first  city  of  importance 
reached  is  Hutchinson;  here  are  some  of  the  heaviest 
salt  works  in  the  United  States,  besides  other  ex- 
tensive manufacturing  interests.  West  of  Hutch- 
inson the  line  extends  through  a  fertile,  prosiierous 
and  rapidly  growing  district.  The  line  is  beautified 
here  and  there  by  many  thriving  cities  and  villages. 
At  La  Junta,  in  Colorado,  the  line  for  New  Mex- 
ico, Arizona  and  beyond,  turns  south.  Pueblo, 
sixty -five  miles  due  west  of  La  Junta,  for  years  the 
terminus  of  the  Santa  Fe  S^'Stem,  is  a  growing 
manufacturing  city.  It  is  admirably  located  with 
reference  to  the  great  ore-producing  canons  of  Col- 
orado. All  roads  leading  to  it,  coal,  iron,  silver, 
gold,  lead,  copper,  building  stone,  everything  in 
fact  which  is  produced  in  the  greatest  mining  State 
in  the  Union,  roll  naturall}^  down  hill  to  Pueblo. 
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:;i  vond  Pueblo  to  the  west  are  many  lliiiviiig  eilies 
fouiuled  on  raining  and  agriuiillure,  notably  :  Lead- 
villc,  the  greatest  mining  eamii  in  Colorado;  while 
flirty  miles  north,  on'tlie  Ibic  of  the  Santa  Fc.  are 
tlie  lovely  vill-ges  of  Colorado  Spring?;,  and  IMani- 
loii,  nestling  at  the  foot  of  Pike's  IVak.  Manilon 
is  at  the  mouth  of  a  deep  canon,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  lovely  summer  resorts  in  America.  Near  here 
is  the  famous  "Garden  of  tiic  Gods,"  whose  won- 
drous beauty  and  grandeur  is  unsur|)assed.  From 
Colorado  Springs  westward,  through  Mnnitou  and 
up  the  canon  beyond  Pike's  Peak,  tjie  Colorado 
Midland  Railway  is  pushing  its  way  far  toward  the 
tlie  western  borders  of  the  State.  Eight>-  miles 
n.irtli  of  Colorado  Springs  the  Santa  Fe  line  ter- 
minates at  Denver,  a  magnificently  built  city  of 
nearly  two  hundred  thousand  people.  It  is  prol>- 
able  that  no  American  city  has  so  many  features  of 
unique  beauty  as  Denver.  Its  splendid  public  build- 
ings, and  its  bro,ad  avenues  lined  with  beautiful 
residences,  cozilj'  located  at  the  foot  of  the  snow- 
capped mountains  of  the  Rocky  range,  render  it 
unlike  any  other  citj'  of  its  size  in  the  world.  The 
ride  from  Pueblo  to  Denver  along  the  foot  of  the 
mountains  is  one  never  to  be  mi.ssed.  The  snow- 
fovered  peaks,  the  man}-  combinations  of  sun  and 
rlmid.  and  rain  ami  snow;  the  marvelous  atmos- 
jihere.  all  combine  to  surprise  and  eharni  the  be- 
holder. 

l'"rom  Newlon  to  Galveston,  the  line  leaving  the 
iii.iin  eiLst  and  west  line  in  K.ansas  at  Newton,  luns 
diiictly  south  to  Galveston.  The  first  place  of 
iiii|i()rtance  reached  is  the  phenomenal  city  of  Wich- 
ila.  located  on  the  Big  and  Littlci  Ark.ansas  Rivers, 
a  city  of  thirty-live  thousand  people,  where  oidy  .i 
U'\'  years  ago  was  an  Indian  trading-post.  Wichita 
is  'lie  of  the  most  remarkable  cities  in  the  A\ist.  It, 
has  a  heavy  and  growing  wholesale  trade,  and  a 
la'ge  amount  of  manufacturing  business,  iiuluding 
the  liurton  Stock  Car  Works,  the  Dold  it  Wliil- 
aker  Meal-Packing  establishments.  The  city  is 
handsomely  laid  out,  and  has  many  handsome  pub- 
lic buildings,  commodious  business  bouses  ami 
spacious  resiliences,  situ.ated  on  l)road  avenues, 
lined  with  beautiful  shade  trees.  South  of  Wichita 
is  a  cluster  of  growing  cities,  comprising  Winlicld, 
Wellinicton,  Arkansas  Citv  and  Caldwell.      Wichita 


and  Arkansas  City  ha\'e  pidliliMl  much  by  the 
opening  u[)  of  Oklahoma  to  setllemuut.  Kntering 
the  Indian  Territory  the  line  pa.sscs  through  a 
niagnilicent  agricultural  country',  as  yet  almost 
nhiilly  undeveloped.  In  Texas  the  principal  cities 
on  the  line  between  the  Indian  Territor}'  and  Gal- 
veston, .are  Gainesville,  Paris,  Ft.  Worth,  Cleburne, 
Dallas,  Morgan,  Temple,  Brcnham,  Houston  and 
Richmond.  Galveston,  the  terminus,  is  a  rapidly 
growing  city  of  fifty  thousand  inhabitants.  It  is 
charmingl3'  situ.ated  on  the  Gulf  Coast,  and  h.as  an 
unsurp.assed  climate  in   both  summer  and  winter. 

From  La  .Junta  to  Kl  P.aso,  the  line  leaving  La 
Junta  climbs  to  the  summit  of  the  Raton  Range, 
seventy-six  hundred  and  twenty-two  feet  above  the 
sea.  On  the  waj'  up  it  passes  thiough  the  impor- 
tant Color.ado  towns  of  Kl  Moio  and  Trinidad.  The 
village  of  Raton  is  an  important  division  point  for 
the  railwa}',  arid  then  comes  Las  Vegas  and  its 
famous  hot  S(>rings,  six  miles  distant  from  the  main 
line,  but  connected  with  it  by  a  short  line  with 
good  eipiipnients.  At  the  Hot  Springs  is  the  Phcc- 
nix  Hotel.  The  springs  are  unsurpa.ssed  anywhere 
ill  the  world,  and  the  hotel  is  conducted  by  the 
company  in  the  most  generous  manner  imaginable. 
The  s|)rings  are  forty-two  in  number,  and  are  hot 
and  c<jld,  and  have  a  variety  of  mineral  properties 
which  render  llicm  remarkably  strong  in  their  cura- 
tive i)ower.  ^i'lutli  of  Las  Vegas  the  line  passes 
through  fertile  valleys,  heavy  forests,  and  black 
and  rugged  canons,  iiiiiH  the  v.alley  of  the  Rio 
(iraiide  is  reached.  A  branch  line  from  l.,amy  ex- 
tends u|)  the  mountain  to  Santa  Fe,  the  capital  of 
New  .Mexico,  next  to  .St.  Augustine,  the  oldest  city 
ill  .Anii'iica.  .S.inla  Fe  has  a  iii-w  Stale  House,  and 
its  ipiaiiit  old  churches  and  dwelliiigs  are  inter- 
spersed with  modern  structures.  It  should  be  .-^ccii 
beliiie  the  peculiar  charm  of  its  antiquity  has  been 
entiitly  destroyed.  AlbiKjuerque,  Socorro  and  San 
.Marcial  arc  the  chief  points  between  Santa  Fe  and 
LI  Paso.  All  are  important  points  for  the  business 
of  mining,  cattU?  raising  and  general  commerce. 
From  Ilineon  a  branch  line  leads  to  Deining,  where 
junction  is  made  with  tlic!  Southern  Pacific  Rail- 
way, and  to  Silver  City,  and  l(j  the  other  mining 
tf)«nsof  Southern  New  Mexico.  It  is  the  fortunate 
destiny   of   New  Mexico  generally,  and    the    Rio 
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C-rande  Valley  particularly,  to  soon  take  front  rank 
in  the  line  of  fruit  production.  The  grapes  produced 
in  the  Lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  are  not  surpassed 
in  cither  quality  or  quantity  by  the  product  of  any 
part  of  the  Continent. 

From  Alhuqiion|ur  to  the  Pacific  Coast,  in  the 
heart  of  New  Mexico,  due  west,  the  Atlantic  ^V- 
Pacific  Railroad  forms  the  main  Santa  Fe  Route  to 
California.  Tlie  line  passes  throuo;li  a  great  mining 
and  stock-raising  country,  where  the  climate  is  per- 
fect. Prescott,  tiie  capital  of  Arizona,  is  reached 
by  a  branch  from  Prescott  Junction.  Constant 
changes  of  .scenery  chnracterize  llie  line,  and  tiie 
crossing  of  the  Colorado  Canon  is  one  of  tlie  most 
remarkable  aeconii)lislnnents  known  in  tlie  railroad 
world.  In  Southern  Culifornia  tlie  lines  of  the 
California  Central  it  Southern  reach  every  inii)or- 
tant  city.  Barstow,  San  Bernardino,  Colton,  San 
Diego,  National  City,  Los  Angeles* and  a  hundred 
other  beautiful  towns  olTcr  unctjualed  induceineiits 
to  the  seeker  after  health,  wealth  an<l  pleasure. 
San  Francisco  and  other  cities  of  Centiul  and 
Nortliern  California  are  reaclie<l  by  the  lines  of  the 
Southern  Pacitic  by  virtue  of  a  speci.al  arrangement 
for  tratlic.  Between  Chicago  and  Kansas  City 
meals  are  serve<l  on  the  finest  dining  cars;  on  the 
other  lines  and  bi'anches  are  superb  eating-houses 
and  hotels.  No  o.Kponse  is  spared  in  securing  ele- 
gant accommodalions;  the  supplies  are  secured 
from  the  best  markets  F.ast  and  West. 

From  the  resume  thus  given  of  the  facilities  pos- 
sessed by  the  S.anta  Fe  Railway,  for  interchanging 
traflic  at  its  termini  and  various  junctions,  it  must 
be  api)arent  to  the  reader  that  the  line  is  admirably 


situated,  and  that  in  many  respects  it  occupies  a 
strategic  position,  superior  to  that  of  other  trans- 
Missouri  and  Mississippi  railroads.  These  advan- 
tages have  been  utilized  in  the  past,  as  they  will  be 
in  the  future,  in  developing  the  localities  through 
which  the  various  branches  extend,  and  to  build 
up  the  permanent  prosperity  of  the  property  whose 
history  is  so  closely  interwoven  with  the  settlement, 
development  and  prosperity  of  the  West  beyond 
the  Missouri  River.  Its  local  traffic  compares  fa- 
vorably with  that  of  other  competing  lines.  To 
this  purely  local  traflic  must  be  added  the  contri- 
butions of  its  several  termini,  all  large-  cities  and 
prominent  trade  centers  in  the  Missouri  and  .Mi 
sissippi  Valleys.  With  the  growth  and  steady 
development  of  the  manufacturing  and  other  indus- 
tries of  Chicago,  Kansas  City,  St.  Joseph,  Atchi- 
son, Leavenworth,  Topeka,  Wichita,  Galveston, 
El  Paso,  Puelilo  and  Denver,  the  Santa  Fe  Rail- 
way must  materiall3'  make  corresponding  strides 
toward  attaining  tb.at  [iroud  financial  position  which 
has  been  the  life  dream  of  its  originators  and 
present  ovvners.  Under  the  present  progressive  and 
conserv.ative  man.igement,  all  advantages  of  geo- 
grapical  position,  and  all  the  resources  of  the 
through  line  will  be  constantlj'  utilized  in  building 
up  the  future  prosperity  of  the  road  itself,  and  in 
(leveloi)ing  the  extended  area  of  Chicago's  com- 
mercial supremacy.  Tlie  Land  Grant  from  the 
(iovernment  amounted  substantially  to  three  mill- 
ii^iu  acres.  In  brief  its  commanding  geographical 
l)osition,  coupled  with  its  direct  Eastern  alliance 
for  through  business,  must  render  the  Santa  Fe 
eventu.ally  one  of  tlie  most  remunerative  of  our 
Western  railroads. 


TRANSPORTATION. 


Tlie  Wabash. 

iO  THE  public  an!  our  tliousands  of  readers 
in  general: — It  will  no  doubt  be  interesting 

_  to  all  if  we  give  a  brief  description  of 
tills  load.  The  Wabash,  as  now  known,  has  been 
olierated  under  several  names  from  tiiiu'  to  time. 
It  is  the  offspring,  as  it  were,  of  the  lirst  line  of 
road  projected  in  Jllinois,  then  known  as  the 
Xorthern  Cross  Railroad,  extending  from  Dan- 
ville to  tjuincy.  This  was  chartered  in  1^37.  and 
upon  it  the  first  locomotive  was  placed  in  the 
winter  of  1838-3'.!.  running  from  Meredosia,  on 
the  Illinois  River,  to  .lacksonville.  In  1842  the 
road  was  completed  from  Jacksonville  to  Spring- 
lield,  and  three  trips  were  m,ade  iicr  week.  The 
track  was  of  the  old  flat  rail  style,  which  was  inaile 
by  nailing  thin  strips  of  iron  on  two  parallel  lines 
of  timbers  placed  at  the  [jrojjer  distance  apart,  and 
running  Iengthwa3s  of  the  road.  The  engine  as 
well  as  the  road  soon  became  so  impaired  that  the 
former  had  to  be  abandoned,  and  mules  substituted 
as  tlie  motor  power.  However,  such  locomotion 
was  destined  to  be  of  short  duration,  for  the  State 
soon  after  sold  the  entire  road  for  a  nominal  sum, 
and  thus  for  a  short  time  was  suspende<l  one  of  the 
lirst  lailruad  enterprises  in  Illinois.  But  in  the 
West  a  new  era — one  of  prodigious  industrial 
activity  and  far-re.aching  results  in  the  practical 
arts — was  dawning,  and  within  thirty  years  of  the 
temporary  failure  of  the  road  meiitioued,  Illinois 
hail  outstripped  all  others  in  gigantic  internal  im- 
provements, and  at  i)rcsent  has  more  miles  of  rail- 
road than  any  other  State  in  the  I'nion. 

'I'he  Great  Western,  whose  name  has  been  suc- 
cessively changed  to  Toledo,  Wabash  &  Western, 
Wabash,  and  Wabash.  St.  Louis  i^-  Pacific,  and 
Waliash  Railro;id.  and  The  Wabas+i,  the  last  of 
which  itstill  liears.was  anextension  of  the  Noithern 
Cross  Railroad,  above  mentioned, and  traverses  some 
of  the  finest  portions  of  lUinoia,  Indiana  and  Ohio. 
It  soon  became  the  [loptilar  highway  of  travel  and 
trallic  between  the  Kast  and  the  West.  Through  a 
system  of  consolidation,  unparalleled  in  American 
railways,  it  has  become  a  giant  among  them,  and 
has  added  many  millions  of  dollars  to  the  value  of 
bonds  and  shares  of  the  various  companies  now 
incorpoialid     in    the    Waliash    msIi  in.      The   roacl 


takes  its  title  from  the  river  of  that  name,  a  tribu- 
tary of  the  Ohio,  which  ic  [lart  separates  the  States 
of  Illinois  and  Indiana.  In  looking  over  the  map 
of  the  Wab.ash  Railroad  it  will  bo  seen  that  the 
line  extends  through  the  most  fertile  and  wealthy 
[lorlicjus  of  the  ('enter  of  the  United  States,  having 
teriiiiiii  at  more  large  cities  than  anj' other  AVest- 
eni  road.  It  was  indeed  a  far-reaching  sagacity 
which  consolidated  these  various  lines  into  the 
\\'abash  system,  forming  one  immense  chain  of 
great  Commercial  activity  and  power.  Its  ter- 
minal facilities  are  unsurpassed  by  any  competing 
line.  Its  home  offices  are  established  incommo- 
dious quarters  in  St.  Louis.  The  lines  of  the  road 
are  co-extensive  with  the  importance  of  the  great 
transportation  facilities  required  for  the  products 
of  the  Mississippi  A'alley.  This  line  i)asses  through 
the  States  of  Iowa,  Missouri,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio 
anil  Michigan. 

The  various  lines  of  load    may   be  divided  into 
the  following: 

Miles. 

St.  Louis  to  Chicago 286 

Toledo  to  Kansas  City (102 

St.  Louis  to   Des  Moines 3(50 

Logansport  to  Detroit 207 

Chicago  to  Lfiketon  .lunciion 123 

Clayton   to  Keokuk 12 

I'.lnffs  to  (Juincy 1  05 

Streator  to  Forest 37 

-Vttica  to  Covington f 5 

Champaign    to  Sidney 12 

Kdwardsville  to  Ivlwardsville 

Crossing 9 

Iteinent  to  Altamont  and  KfHngham        (13 

lirunswick  to  Omaha 22.") 

Roseberry  to  Clarinda 21 

Salisbury  to  Glasgow 15 

Ceiitralia  to  Columbia 22 


Mil 


of  main  lines  ami  liranches.  .    2204 


From  the  above  niiin  line  and  branches  as  in- 
dicated, it  will  readily  be  .seen  that  the  Wabash 
connects  with  more  large  cities  and  great  marts  of 
trade  than  any  other  line,  bringing  Omaha,  Kansas 
City,  Des  Moines,  Keokuk,  (^uincj-,  St.  Louis, 
Chicago,  Toledo  and  Detroit  together  with  one 
continuous  line  of  steel  rails.  This  road  has  an 
immense  freight  tralBc  of  the  cereals,  live-stock, 
various  i)roductions  and  manufactured   articles  of 
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the  West  aud  the  States  through  which  it  passes. 
Its  facilities  for  rapid  transit  for  the  vast  produc- 
tions of  the  paciiiug-  houses  of  Kansas  City  and 
St.  Louis,  to  Detroit,  Toledo  and  the  Eastern  marts 
of  trade,  is  unequalled.  A  large  portion  of  the 
grain  productions  of  Kansas,  Nebraska,  Iowa.  Mis- 
souri, Illinois  and  Indiana,  Hnds  its  way  to  the 
Eastern  markets  over  the  lines  of  this  road.  The 
Wabash  has  always  taken  an  advanced  position  in 
tariffs,  aud  its  course  toward  its  patrons  has  been 
just  and  liberal,  so  that  it  has  always  enjoyed  the 
commendation  of  the  business  and  traveling  jniblie. 
Tiie  road  bed  is  one  of  the.  best  in  tlie  countiy,  and 
is  ballasted  with  gravel  and  stone,  well  tied  and 
laid  with  steel  rails.  The  bridges  along  tiie  v:ir- 
ious  lines  and  branches  are  substantial  structuies. 
The  depots,  grounds  and  gener.al  property  of  the 
road  are  in  good  condition.  The  management  of 
the  Wabash  is  full}'  abreast  of  the  times.  T'he 
road  is  progressive  in  every  respect.  Tiie  finest 
passenger  cars  on  the  continent  are  run  on  its  lines, 
and  every  effort  made  to  advance  the  interests  of 
its  patrons.  The  passenger  department  is  unex- 
celled for  tlic  elegant  and  substantial  comfort 
afforded  travelers.  On  several  of  the  more  im- 
portant branches  of  the  system,  dining  cars  are 
run. 

Chicago  &  Alton. 

(^^^jHE  Chicago  A'  Alton  has  more  miles  of  road 

///?S\>   i"  tbis  county  than  any  otiier    line,  and  has 

(to;)) 

\^/-    been  a  great  factor  in  the  development  of 

the  western  part  of  the  county,  and  especial Ij'  of 
the  city  of  Joliet.  In  conjunction  with  the  Illi- 
nois &,  Michigan  Canal  it  furnished  the  lirst  oppor- 
tunity for  the  shipment  of  the  immense  output  of 
tiie  stone  quarries  of  Joliet,  and  after  the  establish- 
ment of  the  iron  mills  and  other  manufacturing 
concerns,  other  roads  came  in  to  compete  for  the 
traffc.  In  one  continuous  line  it  connects  the 
three  great  cities — Chicago,  St.  Louis  and  Kansas 
City.  The  road  lias  a  large  and  increasing  freight 
and  [tasscnger  Irallic,  and  its  road  bed  is  of  a  substan- 
tial and  permanent  cliaracter,  while  its  rolling  stock 
is  always  in  first  class  shape. 


Michigan  Central. 

'-""V  'Ills  road  will  prove  an  important  adjunct 
//J~N  in  the  development  of  Joliet,  inasmuch  as 
S— <  it  furnishes  with  its  extraordinary  connec- 
tions the  best  of  transportation  facilities  to  the 
Eastern  markets  for  the  manufactured,  farm  and 
stone  products  of  the  county. 


Illinoi.s  Central. 

If  N  September.  1850,  Congress  passed  an  Act, 
||:  and  it  was  api>roved  hy  President  Eillmore, 
'k>  granting  an  aggregate  of  2,595,053  acres  of 
land  to  aid  in  building  this  road. 

The  Act  granted  the  right  of  way,  and  gave 
alternate  sections  of  land  for  six  miles  on  either 
side  of  the  road.  The  grant  of  land  was  made 
directly  to  the  State.  On  the  10th  of  February', 
1851,  the  Legislature  of  Illinois  granted  a  charter 
to  an  Eastern  company,  represented  by  Rantoul 
and  others,  to  bnilil  it,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
ij!l, 000,000.  The  Legislature,  in  granting  the 
charter  and  transferring  to  the  corporation  the 
lands,  stipulated  that  seven  per  cent,  of  the  gross 
earnings  of  the  road  should  be  paid  semi-annually 
into  the  treasury  of  the  State  forever.  This  wise 
provision,  in  lieu  of  the  liberal  land  grant,  yields  a 
handsome  annual  revenue  to  the  State.  This  road 
has  a  total  length  of  seven  hundred  and  six  miles 
in  Illinois  alone,  connecting  Cairo  with  Chicago 
and  Dunleith,  or  from  Cairo  to  Centralia  one 
hundred  and  twelve  miles,  and  from  Centralia  to 
Dunleith  three  hundred  and  fort3'-one  miles.  At 
Dunleith  a  fine  steel  bridge  spans  the  Mississippi, 
connecting  the  former  city  with  Dubuque,  from 
which  point  a  line  traverses  the  State  of  Iowa, 
having  for  its  western  terininus  the  thriving  citj- 
of  Sioux  City. 

At  Cairo  the  Ohio  is  spanned  by  a  high  and 
splendid  steel  bridge,  over  which  through  trains 
are  run  to  New  Orleans.  This  road  is  one  of  the 
great  trunk  lines  of  Illinois  and  the  Mississippi 
Valle}'.  Its  princip.al  leased  line  in  this  State  is 
the  Oilman  &  Springfield  road,  and  with  its 
Iowa  and  New  Orleans  divisions  serves  to  mark  it 
a^  one  of  the  principal  roads  of  the  West. 
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Chieas'o  iV  Kast«'rii   Illinois. 

*•  y  »  HIS  important  road  [inssfs  througli  llio  towji. 
( f~\  ships  of  Crete  and  Wasliinglon,  in  lliis 
\1-/  county,  from  north  to  south,  imving  about 
thirteen  miles,  including  side  tracks,  in  the  county. 
The  principal  stations  are  Crete  and  Bcccher.  This 
road  furnishes  fine  facilities  for  the  shii)uient  to 
Chicago  of  the  products  of  the  ahove-uamed 
township. 


Klyriii,  Joliet  A:  Kastcrii. 

1  ^  KTTER  known  as  the  Joliet  licit  Line,  with 
y^A.     its    luuiu'ruus    connections,    has    furnished 

(^  I  superior  facilities  to  the  large  manufacturing 
— -^    and    quarry  interests  of  the  city,  and  has 

liecn  a  proniiucnt  factor  in  their  development. 


iF^i  w  rrril 
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